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Presidential Campaign Heats Up; Former

President Clinton Visits Lubbock

hen a fonner Democratic rather have on your side, an experienced
President visits a predomi- Successful legislator or one with 2 yearsex-
nately conservative Repub- Perience passing or not passing or not vot-
Jican area to campaign for a ing one way or the other on any legislation?
presidential candidate; that m'dhd@& R¥@grience over “motivation”, any

s news. says Cantu.

But when former President Bill Clinton Canlu also stresses that it is not because

did so this past Saturday to campaign on Clinton is female but “because she has

his wife's behalf in front of at least 2,000

people; and at least 2 local television sta-

tions stayed with the speech and carried the

broadcast live; then it really is news rarely

seen around the South Plains region.

With the March 4 primary Election Day

just under 13 days away, and with early

voting already underway, predictions that

Texas will play a major role in deciding

who the eventual nominee will be may

prove to be true.

But the real question is whether the Demo-

cratic primary will serve as the saving bell

for Hillary Clinton or the final bell for a

campaign in which Qinton was once seen

as the inevitable Democratic Presidential

nominee.

To be sure, Lubbock is seen as an areamost

Democratic campaigns simply ignore due

to the fact that it is extremely difficult to

mount a credible campaign against the usu-

ally better funded Republican opponent.

But in this case, it is a battle between two

major Democrats going for this country’s

interesting is the fact that both groups are
going after a constituency which has long

by the people | meet and the stories they
share. Like the people of this great state,

been seen as playing a pivotal role in any
election. This time, by virtue of the race
and the fact that most Hispanics who par-
ticipate in this primary will do so in the
Democratic one, it really wiU be the case;
not only in the state, but locally as well.

1 believe in faith, family, and hard work. |
am honored to have support in Lubbock”.
The campaign’s Texas Chairman, Gary
Mauro, also expressed his belief that Lub-
bock area voters will vole for Hillary Clin-
ton. “Throughout the state, thousands of

people are coming together in support of
Hillary; we are deeply committed to this
state and believe if the people of Lubbock
stand with Hillary that Hillary will do well
in Texas”.

The campaign took no time in scheduling
asteering committee meeting at the newly
opened offices; which organizers said will
be used as a gathering place for campaign
workers and volunteers.

The campaign also armounced the creation
ofatoll free phone number Lubbock voters
can call to find out where they should cast
their vote; 1-866-939-VOTE.

As for Barack Obama, the candidate who
is leading the delegate count 1,319 to 1,250
after his wins Tuesday in the Wisconsin
primary and Hawaii caucuses, he is sched-
uled to make a Lubbock appearance next
week; Febniaiy 28.

In the meantime, the Obama campaign an-
nounced that Massachusetts Senator Ted
Kennedy will campaign for him in the
Lone Start Stale; just not here in Lubbock.
Kennedy was scheduled to appear al two

top prize
And for local resident and educator Er-
nestine Canm the choice is one between
experience and inexperience. She asks the
following question when asked about her
choice in the primary; “whom would you

News

PROVEN herself to me and millions
of other Democrats. Hillary has been in
the trenches for us for 35+ years, she has
earned my vote”.

And what makes this battle even more

Briefs

To show just how important winning every
vole is, Hillary Clinton campaign opened
an office here this past week at 4322 50th
St. In a press release issued by the cam-
paign, Clinton says that, "Our campaign is
deeply committed to Texas and I am thrilled
we are opening an office in Lubbock. As |
travel across Texas | am constantly struck

separate locations in South Texas; long
seen as the area which is rich in Hispanic
voters.

In endorsing Obama, Kennedy said that
“I am convinced we can reach our goals
only if we are ‘not petty when our cause is
great’—only if we find a way past the stale
ideas and stalemate of our times-only if we

Street Renaming Task Force Meeting
s Stiecl Renaming Task Force is hosting a public hearing to solicit citizen input

tliout the naming and renaming of Ciity assets; such as buildings and streets. The formatirai of

task force came on the heels of the conlnoveisy which resulted after a local civic group; die
Cesar Chavez Commemoration Committee, petitioned the city council to rename a portion of
Canyon Lakes Drto Cesar Chavez Dr.

While the group
the park road lastyear, it was not granted their request that
signs highlighting the sections of the street not renamed hi the ordinance.

n last week, the full council declined to vote on a motion by Councilwoman Linda De-

Leon whlch ‘was not seconded, to rename other sections of the road so that it could be a con-
tinnous road without any breaks in between. The addititrmai renaming was seen as an effort to
remedy that situation.

‘That prompted the spokesperson for the mganizers. Christy Martinez to issue a statement in
which she said that 'This is aslap in the face of tte Latino community”

ButCity Councilman Todd Klei "We would I
angestions about the [socess by which City streets and buildings should be designated”

In October, Klein proposed the creation of the task force to review and make recommenda-
tions to the City Council reganling ordinances and policies relating to the naming of renami ng
of City streets and assets. T e task 1hByear, and
publk meetings to hear from citizens.

The task force has agreed thatin the future street names shouldna[ be changed Inslead hon-'
orat granted and street sign

In ‘a somewhat related sto” to the street renaming, EI Edltorwas semacopy ofan emall sent.

to

be used on street.

nd

to LULAC members in which the for the Cesar Chavez C Com-
mittee Christy Marti nez rakes local ratiot * show hostandlormerAl Editor Randy Sanders to
task for: alleged| fhis recent

In the letter which |saddmsed 10 "LULAC Leaders” Martinez wm'es lhal “On Friday Febru-

ary 15,Randy Sanders, fonner Al Editorand RAMAR

AM, publicly made an ignorant comment on his morning radio program |mp|y|ng that Hispan-

tes mustgel their priorities straighL_ focus on poverty, and take care of peaple with teces filled
onKs!™

Martinez continues in the letter that” While some of us care about the cause of a renaming a
street after a great American leader like Cesar E. Chavrz, we care more about Hispanic Lsstes
and overcoming the view arrd attitudes of ignorant individuals. More so, Hispanics have the
right to honor their leaders or believe in what they want to believe. This comment should not
be ignored o tolerated That is why 1am writing you, my LULAC brothers and sisters, 1find it
ironic that this type of negative sentirmrent about Hispanics s so aa'eptable even as we embark
upon LULAC Week in the year 2008”.

El Editor did not confirm whether the statement attributed to Sanders was actually made on
the program; or what context it was made .

The City Qnmcil adojaed a moralorium on the naming or renaming of City assets, pending
the task force's final report The meetingis set for 2 p.ra., Tuesday, February 26 in conference
rxim 103 atQty Hall, 162513th Streetand residents are encouraged to attend.

Email: dedilor@sbcglobal.net

Court Appointed Speaal Advocates Despgrately Needed

CASAofthe South Rains I wderto* feweveiy
difld making sure their voices are herdin e couoom
their fw thisvery

ind reward-

geause.
Lastyearakme, the South Plains region “hadlhe mﬂd hlgheslnumberofcooflm victinB

Texas’ Mexican American
Democrats Endorse Obama

Texas’ oldest Hispanic organization within the Demaocratic Party endorsed Barack
Obama this week as it's candidate in the March 4 Texas Democratic Primary. The
oiganization issued the foUowing statement in endorsing Obama:

“The Mexican American Democrats believe that Senator Obama’s experience bring-
ing Americans of all ages, religions, races and ethnicities together make him the best
candidate to make progress on the issues that matter to Hispanics in Texas and across
America. Obama’s leadership in the U.S. Senate on comprehensive immigration re-
form and his specific plans to strengthen our schools, bring about universal healthcare,
and provide tax relief for working families show us that he is truly committed to im-
proving the lives of Hispanics and all Americans”

The committee met on February 16 in Dallas to screen candidates and heard from a
variety of candidates via conference call and in writing, according to the press release
from the group.

“In the face of a tight primary race in Texas, the Hispanic community's participation
at the poUs will be crucial in deciding who will be the nominees of the Democratic
Party. The mission of the Mexican American Democrats is to unify and empower the
Mexican American-Lalino community by increasing voting numbers to achieve politi-
cal influence on issues that affect the Hispanic Community, as well as promote Hispan-
ics as political candidates and appointees, according to the press release.

The committee also made sure to distinguish candidate’s qualifications and added
that. “The Mexican American community needs more thatjust Spanish speaking can-
didates trying to get the Hispanic vote. We need candidates who are committed to
improve the lives of Latino men, women and children whether citizens, legal residents

ofchild abuse percapitain

)lunteer
Ail Special advoc”s will be trained and personswishing mve information are asked to call
763-CASA or contact the organization at www.lubbockcas:

A raining sessk fw volunteers i planned fw February 26 and will be held at the Bank of
America Building located al 916 Main Street in Lubbock. In this three day training seminar, vol-
imteers will be pre~riy taught the rrecessary skills to help advocate for local children in need.
According to the press felease. CASA does not want to have to turn our backs on any abused
child because ofa lack of funding, or lack of volunteers™

UFW Co-Founder Huerta Visits Lubbock to

Campaign for Clinton

One thing i iSr sure in this campaign, the Ginion camp is pulling out all die sic” to make
aire the Hi"anic vote swings her way. On Tuesday of tlus week, the campaign atukxiDad that
the co-founder of the United Farm Workers Union, Dolores Huerta, will campaign for Hillary
Clinton on Tliursday February 21st

Huerta was scheduled to make a campaign appearance at the local LULAC Courncil 263
Iwilding located at 1302 Ave O at 10.00 AM.

Huerta is co<h” of Clintrai’s National Hispanic Leadership Council and co- Chair of His-
panic outreach for the Clinton campaign. Huerta is also ¢ red it with helping Clinton win the
Hispanic vate in the California primary on Super Tuesday.

Email: eleditoft'tgsbcelobal.net

by writing polices that work for us,” said John Lopez chairman of the
endorsing committee

On the issue of immigration, the organization received the following statement from
the Obama campaign: “My commitment to a humane and sensible immigration sys-
tem is we want to bring the out of hiding and put them
on a path of earned citizenship”

Other candidates receiving the organization’s endorsement included Rick Noriega in
the race for US Senator, Jim Jordan for Texas Supreme Court, Texas Supreme Court
Place 7, Sam Houston and for Texas Supreme Court Place 8 they endorsed Linda
Reyna Yanez. The endorsement for the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Place 4 went
t0 JR Molina.

The orgaiuzation also endorsed former Lubbock resident and LHS graduate Art Hall
for Rail Road Commissioner, as the committee felt he understand Hispanic issues be-
cause he taught international law in Ecuador, speaks Spanish, and has a background
in finance.

The Mexican American Democrats will work hard across the stale to form coalitions
with other groups who support same candidates and to bring out the Hispanic vole. The
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replace the politics of fear with the politics
of hope-and only if we have the courage to
choose change”.

Clearly, both candidates are aiming their
thetoric at Hispanic voters; but Texas may
prove to be the slate where Hispanic vot-
ers split between Obama and Clinton. So
far in this campaign, Hispanic voters have
been credited with helping Clinton win in
stales like California and New Jersey. But
the Obama campaign has also credited
Hispanic voters in Illinois and Latinos in
Virginia as being behind his win in those
2 states,

And if early voting is any indication of
what might happen, the slakes in this battle
are as great as the number of people who
will vote in this primary.

In an appearance in Dallas on Wednesday,
attended by 17,000 people by some esti-
mates, Obama doesn't name his opponent
directly but his comments as reported in
the Dallas Morning News on line edition
made clear he was referring to Clinton:
“It's a choice that’s not just about turning
the page of the politics of the past, but turn-
ing the page on the policies of the past,” he
said. “1t’s time to move past the policies of
yesterday because we are the party of to-
morrow. We're moving forward.”

Atstake is Texas® 228 delegates and 35 Su-
per Delegates and by all accounts Clinton
must win the majority of those delegates if
she is to continue in her quest for the White
House Democratic nomination,

Next Texas stop for both candidates; Aus-
tin, Texas, where they will face off against
each other on Thursday the 21st in one last
chance to sell Texas voters on their ideas of
what change really means.

Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Gutierrez blasts Flores
"egative and imtruthM”

County Commissioner Candidates for
Lubbock’s precinct 3 came out with gun
blaring this week.

IncumbentCommissioner Ysidro Guti-
errez on Wednesday said that a recent
mail out issued by his opponent Gilbert
Rores is purely an exercise in negative
advertising that Rores had promised he
would not engage in.

“Since the start, his whole campaign
has been full of misrepresentations and
distortion of facts.” said Gutierrez. “He
started with trying to imply that he was
an incumbent on his signs and when he
announced, he claimed at the Demo-
cratic kickoff that he was a graduate of
Slaton High School and had attended
Tech.” Gutierrez said that he had proof
that Rores had indeed dropped out of
school in the 10th grade and had only at-
tended Tech for less than one semester.

Gutierrez said that the recent mail out
was also full of untruths and distortion of
facts. “First he claims that I reduced the
funds for the General Assistance Fund,
You have to just look at the last 3 years
budget to see that is completely false.”
Rores has said several times in cam-
paign appearances that he (Rores) had
maintained the level of funding and had
asked for more funds to be added during
the year. He claims in the flier that Guti-
errez “had cut the GA program that help
the poor among us.”

“A'e_man s living in a dream, no funds
have ever been added to the GA program
at mid-year to an already approved bud-
get, and likewise the funds have never
been cut” said Gutierrez.

In the campaign mail-out Rores claims
that “let Precinct 3 roads fall into disre-
pair.” Rores says that “the maintenance
of county roads has been taken away
from our precinct.”

Gutierrez said that this shows the lack
of understanding by the challenger of a
“new and modem system that is more
efficient and saves the taxpayers money
yet continues to provide superior road
maintenance service to all County resi-
dents.”

The Rores mail-out ends with a state-
ment saying that “precinct 3 can't stand
another 4 years of his nonsense!”

“The only nonsense | see is the untruths
found in his mail-out” said Gutierrez.
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Editorial

Our Endorsements in the Democratic Primary

One of the most difficult things a newspaper does is endorse political candidates; but
itis also one ofthe most important roles that a newspaper plays in the political process.
While some papers have opted to not endorse in the primaries, we have chosen to do so
in the Democratic Primary

Ultimately it is the voters who will decide which candidates to vote for but we offer
our endorsements here as a guide for our readers to consider.

Tiis past year has been an unprecedented one in American politics. On the one hand
we have two firsts on the national campaign scene. On the other hand, we have a local
county race in which the former County Commissioner is trying to win back his seat
fogma first term commissioner.

While there are many races in both the Democratic and Republican primaries, we
have decided to endorse injust a few races which we think have the capacity to impact
us both nationally and locally and more so than others.

Early voting has already started and we strongly encourage everyone to go vote and
make your voice heard at the ballot box. Remember that “Su Voto es Su Voz"! Your
vote is your voice!

Democratic Presidential Primary - Senator Hillary Clinton

This is a difficult one to call; and one in which our editorial board was not unanimous
in; but as in our democracy, the majority rules. We admire both Presidential candidates
and believe that both bring something unique to the table and represent a new wave
of candidates; one as the first women with a credible chance to get elected and one an
African American who represents a new wave of American politics

But when it comes to endorsing the candidate we think has laid the groundwork and
prepared for a successful presidency our choice is Senator Hillary Clinton.

\Aen itcomes to experience and a history of working for the causes we believe in we
think Hillary Clinton is the way to go.

During her first term in the United States Senate she exhibited leadership and a de-
termination to work on issues such as healthcare, education, and immigration reform
among other important issues.

We are not so naive to think that a President does it all alone; but we do think a
President sets the tone for the national agenda and how this country is perceived here at
home and abroad. Our hope is that Mrs. Qinton’s tireless campaigning for the things she
believes in will serve us all well in November and beyond.

But we reserve the right to revisit our endorsement depending on which candidate is
selected by the voters to face the Republican candidate in November.

County Commissioner Precinct 3- Ysidro Gutierrez

This year’s race for County Commissioner has left us and many other voters with a
multitude of questions. Questions which exist primarily due to a lack of access to the
challenger Gilbert Flores.

Digest

T ihnina T
For this reason, we were forced to decide our endorsement through a discussion by the
editors that included both looking at the candidate’s records and campaign materials,
which include personal qualifications of each. We also looked at EI Editor back issues
and past service historical records of each candidate.

InGilbertFlor 1
inthe incumbent's Ysidro Gutienez case we had a 3 year record and a personal interview.
When the candidates we based our on the fact
that in the past few years, our community has politically evolved and matured and has
tried to elect leaders who are qualified and have attained an adequate education level to
keep up with the fast paced workplace filled with technological advances such as com-
puters and million dollar budgets that effect our every day lives.

In this category, Gutierrez far outscores Flores. In our view, Gutierrez has prepared
himself education wise to understand the complexities of the office and engage other
commissioners in both technical and practical discussions. And while Mr. Rores says
that experience is more important than education; we think Mr. Gutierrez’s combination
of education and 3 plus years experience as Commissioner trumps Mr. Rores’ experi-
ence alone. Also, in comparing Mr. Gutierrez M.B A with Rores’ education it is easy to
understand our decision

In performance Mr. Gutierrez again outscores Mr. Rores in that we have seen that in
during Mr. Gutierrez"past 3 years the Commissioner’s Court has taken the initiative of
building a new jail and consolidating County road repairs. Both these issues are vastly
important to County residents.

During Mr. Rores"tenure we continually saw the jail being placed on probation and
also continuously saw squabbles by County residents over roads being better in one
precinct compared to the other.

Although there are probably many other issues that need to be considered, to us as
editors, these are more than enough.

That is m why in the race for County Commissioner Precinct 3; we endorse the in-
cumbent Commissioner Ysidro Gutierrez. We feel he has done a good job in his fi
term and deserves another 4 to continue to build on his record of achievement.

Lubbock County Democratic Chair- No Endorsement

Another race which is important to county residents is the race for the Lubbock Coun-
ty Democratic Party Chairmanship. In the interest of full disclosure, Charles Dunn has
been acontributor to our editorial pages this past year; and we have published several of
his thoughtful and well written opred pieces. In deciding whether to endorse a candidate
iin this race we felt the best thing to do was to provide space for each candidate to make
their case and to let the voters decide. On this page, readeis will find a Q&A with each
candidate’s answers.

Other Endorsements

United States Senator - Rick Noriega

Although we are impressed with Ray McMurray, Noriega's major opponent in the
Democratic primary, we feel that Mr. Noriega has the best chance of defeating current
Senator John Comyn if he should face him in November.

His experience in the Texas House and his commitment to public service has pro-
vided the necessary background for Mr. Noriega to bring his style of public service to
Washington.

In addition, Mr. Noriega has served his country in the military and continues lo serve
and we think that experience wiU help him contribute to the discussion about the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Texas Rail Road Commissioner - Art Hall

We were impressed by Mr. Hall and his credentials when he spoke at the Democratic
Campaign Kick Offin Lubbock in January. Mr. Hall showed that he too is well prepared
and experienced to handle a high profile position on the Texas Railroad Commission”
And the commission is important because it sets rates for utility companies such as
Atmos Energy and Excel Energy when they are unable to come to rate agreements with
local city governments.

Mr. Hall represents one of us. He was educated in Lubbock public schools and under-
stands the hardships people like he and his family have gone through in order to suc-
ceed. The level of education he obtained at Harvard coupled with his law degree from
Texas Tech and experience while serving on the San Antonio City Council has prepared
him well to serve on the Texas Railroad Commission.

The opinipns expressed in EI Editor's editorial represents the views of EI Editor's
editorial board and not those of EI Editor s advertisers or anyone else associated with
€l Editor. Editors email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net
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GOOD NEWS FOR
OBAMA:NOWIT’S
TEJANOS,NOTCHICANOS

By Tim Chavez

There may be more good news awaiting
U.S. Sen. Barack Obama when the results
— influenced by a large Hispanic vote —are
announced following the March 4 Texas
Democratic Party primary.

Texas can be awholedifferentenchilada than

Californiawhen it comes to Hispanic political
and social thinking. It can be as different in
the Lone Star state as the red salsa versus the
green salsa sitting on the table in an authentic
Mexican eatery,

My descendants are Texas Hispanics. We
always viewed our California brothers and
sisters (whovoted in laige percentage for Sen.
Hillary Clinton on Super Tuesday) — with
curiosity, particularly during the 19605 and
1970s. It was not our intent to express that
they were wrong in any way for their intense
political activismand collective loyalty tospe-
cific leaders. They werejust different when it
came to needed “change” — the motivating
word in the 2008 Democratic primaries.

Even the word “Chicano” did not catch on
with my family and relatives. My mother said
it carried the connotation of being slow and
clumsy. She felt we had enough obstacles
against us in society. Why add another?

Texas never feltany ripple effect fiom Cali-
fomia’s Proposition 187 movement that grew
out of then-Gov. Pete Wilson's public attacks
against Hispanic immigrants. Every tejano
knew that sort of nonsense would not be prac-
tical. Then-Gov. George W. Bush helped stop
that movement in the 1990s before it reached
the Mississippi River.

I don’t mean to suggest that Texas is with-
out its own obstacles for Latinos. My father
swore he would never live there. “They're
till ighting the Alamo!” he'd yell. Lynchhigs
of Latinos continued into the 1900s. Corpus
Christi’s late, great Dr. H&tor Garcia founded

iG | Forum in 1948 to deal with

its first act, the civil rights group partnered
with then-congressman Lyndon Johnson to
get a Latino war hero buried in Arlington
National Ometery aftera local funeral home
refused to allow the hero to lie in repose with
his white comrades in ars.

When Texas becomes majority Hispanic in
little more than a decade, new enemies will
need to be confronted. That kind of change
provides some advantages for Obamas
“change” message in Texas that he didn't
have in California.

Here are a few tips for his campaign based
on my family experiences:

* Fill your Texas support staffwith Chicago
Hispanics who know the senator well: My
family crossed the border into Texas during
the Mexican Revolution of 1910-1920, then
relocatedto central Kansas, where my father
went to work for the Santa Fe railroad. My
abuela would regularly catch the train from
Kansasto Chicagoto visitrelatives. Texas La-
tinos have a lot of kin in Chicago. And hear-
ing of Obama's good work from relatives'lips
will goa long way  convincing Lone
Star Latinos.

* Hit the Hillary flip-flop: Senator Calirton
staged an abrupt political retreat earlier this
year when she deserted an effort by New
Yoik's governor to aUow immigrants to apply
for driver’s licenses without having to prove
Iegal residency. Tothe govemor, itwas a pub-

afety Mue. Clinton d”ert” him when
oplnlun polls spoweg a poftical packlash
against the proposal. Obamd has consistently
supported the license proposal.

* Stress jobs, jobs, jobs: Unlike many politi-
cally active (Mfomia Chicanos, my family
believed working twice as hard and long as
anyone else would provide them with the ul-
timate change — beginning within their own
families. Money remains the power in US.
society.

* Obarma should stress his work on the im-
migration reform legislation that failed last
year in Congress. It had bipartisan support,
Texas Latinos have shown themselves less
aghast at reaching across the aisle to woik
with Republicans, even voting for them oc-
casionally.

* Bring Latinos and blacks together: Obama
can gain Hispanic support by encouraging
healing in the rift between Latinos and Afri-
can Americans in many parts of the South. It
exists. Dallas public schools suffered greatly
while whites kept fleeing to the suburbs.

* Latino families in Texas constantly preach
the value of education. Alberto Gonzales'
story s not just a once-in-a-lifetime tale. It
happens. Black powerbrokers, stil trying to
cope with the unresolved needs of their own
children, have shown themselves hesitant to
embrace Hispanic needs and support a more
balanced allocation of resources, Obama must
preach to both groups how to work together
50 urban centers do not become educational

The late EI Paso-bom-and-raised writer
and muralist Jose Antonio Burciaga used
his talent lo teach with humor about creating
change through direct involvement. He point-
edly cited the differences between Texans
and Californians of Hispanic descent. In his
book “Drink Cultura; (Thicanismo”, Burciaga
devoted an entire chapter to his own “mixed
marriage.” His wife Ocilia was bom and
raised in California.

Obama's message of hope can help change
the more disunifying aspects of the Chicano.
tejano and black existence. And it can help all
Texans accept the change that's coming their
way by the year 2020.

On March 4, Texas Latinos can give Obama
the kind of delegate breathing room he needs
to capture the Democratic nomination.

(Tim Chavez of Nashville, Tennessee, is
a political columnist. He can be reached at
rimcha\'ez787 @yahoo.com}C2008
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Take Your Child and Vote!

| believe that President Clinton’s visit to Lubbock was a success. | also believe that
the Hillary campaign offers solutions. In her speeches I've yet to hear her “piggy back”
her comments after Obama has shared his ideas with the media However, | have heard
him say “Oh. by the way my plan is similar to Hillary’s and I’ve worked 20 hours on my
plan.” 2/13/08 CNN/Headline News

Senator Clinton, has worked on her varies solutions for over 20+ years!

Question, whom would you rather have on your side, an experienced successful leg-
islator or one with 2 years experience passing or not passing or not voting one way or
the other on any legislation?

I"Il take experience over “motivation, any day”. Not because she’s woman, but be-
cause she has PROVEN herselfto me and millions of other Democrats. Hillaiy has been
in the trenches for us for 35+ years, she has earned my vole.

Let’s show those “pundits, vote for Hillary! 1 believe many will immediately say,
“Oh, yes, typical woman”, but not so. I'm a woman who educates herself on the is-
sues, by reading, listening and attending important meetings about the issues and then
votes...

Lubbock, our COUNTRY is in peril, we need to make sure, whoever is voted into of-
fice can handle the Trillions of dollars of deficit we're in. Yes, we the USA citizen will
have to pay our way out of debt!!

THIS ISTHE YEAR OF THE LATINO VOTE, TAKE YOUR CHILD AND VOTE,
THEY CAN STAND BESIDE YOU WHILE YOU VOTE!!! Teach your children
well, demonstrate the power they to can have when they VOTE!!

Ms. Ernestine O. Cantu M.ED., Lubbock

LAS PALABRAS NECIAS DE LAHILLARY CLINTON

La Sra. Clinton dice que las palabres que pronuncia Obama son vulgares y corrientes.
Segun su personal apreciacidn Obama es un traficante de suenos y esperanza. Pero
nosotros estamos hartos de lo mismo, y deseamos un cambio radical en la forma de
hacer politica en este pais. Tenemos esperanza y sonamos. Obama nos habla claro y
nos dice que el cambio de actitud en Washington no serti fcil y que sus programas en-
ffentar” oposicidn, pero estamos dispuestos a volar por 6\, porque sabemos que luchard
por nosotros,

Hillary no siempre explica el significado exacto de sus palabras y francamente se hace
bolas. Lo que si nos queda muy claro es que no favorece a los m ~ necesitados. Ella
no piensa en la seguridad en nuestras carreteras y no apoya licencias de conducir para
los trabajadores indocumentados. No ha dicho como piensa reforzar y aumentar los
fondos del Seguro Social. No ha dicho si hard aumentos anuales al salario minimo. No
ha propueslo medidas para honrar a los soldados inmigrantes que luchan en la guerra y
que han muerto dejando esposas, hijos y padres en la soledad. No nos ha dicho si tsti
dispuesta a tomar riesgos por ayudamos.  Siento que no quiere comprometer su futuro
y dejar de recibir la ayuda de los grandes empresarios que financiaron la campana presi-
dencial de su esposo para la presidencia y que ahora le ayudan a eUa. Ellano es clara
en expresar sus verdaderas intenciones porque no toma ni tomari riesgos por nosotros.
Sus palabras se las llevar™ el viento.

El plan de Seguro Médico que ella ofiece es obligatorio, y no voluntario. Es obliga-
torioy si no lo pagamos su administracidn lo cobraid directamente de nuestros sueldos.
Imaginese. si una familia tuvo muchos gastos una quincena y no pagé el seguro, ellos
cobrai4n la prima rebajindola de nuestro sueldo y entonces no completaremos ni para
comer. A ella eso no le importa porque creo que ella prelende que las compamas de
sequros sigan aumentando sus utilidades a nuestra costa. Ah! Y que sigan financiando
sucampana

Ella no ofiece medidas y propuestas que pongan en riesgo su futuro politico. Ella
quiere tener buenas relaciones con los poderosos empresarios que contribuyen para su
campana.

OBAMA HABLA CLARO Y DICE LA VERDAD. VOTEMOS POR OBAMA
PORQUE CON fiL, Sf SE PUEDE,

Esther Garza, Alvin, Texas

And We're Supposed to Trust the Police?

Luhbock Police Chief Claude Jones retired just in time. Just in dm : to get indicted
with tampering with evidence or maybe, obstruction ofJustice that is.

written before on Lubbock police officers and their stupidity. One officer caught
driving his patrol car drunk with four flat tires. This was after attending a party with
other members of the local PD. Another outrageous incident of an officer sexually as-
saulting a young Hispanic female in the back seat of his patrol car in exchange for not
arresting her. And within the last couple of weeks, another cop indicted for hit and run.

Now, | see why the fuzz feels they can do whatever they want, to whoever they want
Their own police chief is caught destroying evidence. According to News Channel 11,
“Court documents show two days after Officer Matt Doherty tased Juan Nunez, Lub-
g’k Police Chief Claude Jones asked internal affairs Sergeant Anthony Gribben to
prepare ataser memo.... Sgt.Gribbens says when he took the memo for approval, Jones

itup... [and] said something to the effect of, we dont want to leave a paper trail
on this. In depositions, Chief Jones admits to crumpling up and throwing the memo....
However, does not recall making a statement about a paper trail.” How convenient!

But what's equally interesting is that the news story fiirther relates that “Upon learn-
ing of the Chief's actions, Lieutenant Scott Hudgens spoke to the city attorney several
months later. Lawyers reportedly told Hudgens not to discuss the matter with anyone
else.”

Then, within a week of the story breaking, it was announced that Assistant Police
Chief Dale Holton is the person recommended to take over the police departmenL.

Let recap: 1) Police Officers are doing as they please, Violating people’s rights left and
right; 2) Police Chief announces his retirement; 3) Police Chief accused of destroying
evidence; 4) Good cop tells city attorney, “something’s just not right here;” 5) City At-
tomey tells good cop to keep it to himself: 6) City doesn’t even consider opening up the
position of Police Chief but rather, tells the City Council Dale Holton is the next Police
Chief.

I'wonder. Is the city hiring one of their own because they know Dale Holton is part of
the problem the police department has and therefore will fall in line with whatever the
city attorney and city manager want? Can we really expect Linda DeLeon (married to
a former cop) or Royd Price (a former cop) lo say anything about all of the injustices
being done? Can we expect any of the other council members to say anything either?

1don’t know aboutyou but, Ithink the cops around here are starting to sound very, very

RMS, Lubbock

"Freedom of Expression” is a weeklyfeature ofEl Editor. Vie invite readers to submit
their letters, commentari All ill be subject
to our editorial policies and practices: and may be edited due to space limitations.
Ideas and opinions are strictly those o fthe writer. Submissions may be sent vie email to
eleditor@sbcglobal.net
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Dolores Huerta Chooses Clinton Over Obama

Hillary Clinton’s ties with
the Latino community date
back 35 years ago. while
Barack Obama's
date back six
months ago, said
Dolores Huerta
and Laredo’s
political and
community lead-
ers ata meetand
greet breakfast
Sunday.

“She’s not
the ‘Johnny
Come Lately’”
said Huerta,
co-founder of
the United Farm
Workers union
with César Chavez.

"When she was in her 20s,
she was registering voters
down in the Valley, right in
the poorest parts of the United
States of America for Latinos
to live. Hillary was knocking
on doors to register Latinos to
vote.”

Ata private room in Lare-
do’s Cotulla Style Pit Bar-B-Q
restaurant, more than 60 sup-
porters. including political and
community leaders, gathered
to hear the Chicano Movement
activist rally for Clinton. Lar-
edo Mayor Raul Salinas and
Webb County Judge Danny
Valdez welcomed and intro-
duced Huerta, who was accom-
panied on the tour throughout
Texas by Tejano artist Johnny

Exploring

Apoem can be a fine place to
pinch a title. Much like songs, good
poems are filled with lines that reso-
nate, long after a book is closed and
the reader has returned to the woik
of the world.

The Wind Shifts: New Latino
Poetry expounds this theory; the an-
thology takes its sobriquet from the
spare and powerful verse of Gloria
Anzaldua, the late Chicano writer
and scholar noted for blending
bilingualism inher work and testing
stock ideas about Latino identity.
She considered it a shape-shifter
of sorts, one that dwells in real and
imagined territories.

Wind resides in similar border-
lands. Written in English, the col-
lection gathers 25 Latino poets fitim
across the country and gives each a
hefty eight to 10 pages to showcase
their work. Because we are with
them for more than one or two
poems, each voice rings distinctly,
giving us an imagistic and intimate
witness to a host of subjects; the
contemplation of time as dusk
falls over Rome, living with HIV,
the late-night rights of passage to
manhood or a classroom filled with
SylviaPlath, two girls from Juarez
and no answers in sight. While in-
spiration varies, the sense of urgency
felt in most of these poems does not;
it’s as if their makers had no choice
but to record them and preserve the
fast-moving chapters of a life.

The anthology has its roots in
the origins of Chicano and Latino
poetry, penned primarily in the early
to mid ‘70s and bom out of political
questions and struggles. There is
certainly the presence of social
concerns in Wind as well as a lens.

Canales.
Huerta, who campaigned
for Clinton in the Southwest,

including Nevada, California
and New Mexico, said there
might be Latinos who support
Obama, but that there is no
contest when comparing their
ties to the Latino community
over the years. This history,
said Huerta, is why she has
garnered the Latino vote in
the states she has won so far,
Huerta said.

"Hillary is a win for Lati-
nos,” said Huerta. "If she wins,
we win. We will have some-
body out there who did not
start advocating for us now, but
who has been advocating for us
for 35 years.”

Huerta also made reference
to the Obama’s campaign’s use
of the slogan Si Se Puede - yes,
it is possible. She told the audi-

ence the phrase originated in
1972 in Arizona, a state where
farm workers first thought it

possible to
organize
“We
were try-
ing to get
people to
support
Cesar
Chavez,
when he
was fast-
ing to pro-
testa law
that would

ate anyone

for six months if they went on
strike,” said Huerta. "They said
it's possible in California and
Texas, but in Arizona no se
puede. So | answered, ‘Si Se
Puede.”

“Now they're copying our
slogan, but you cannot build
a relationship nomas con una
palabra - just with one word,”
said Huerta, referring to
Obama’s campaign’s usage of
the phrase. Obama has recently
made significant strides in
the Latino community at the
grassroots level, including an
endorsement by the Mexican
American Democrats organiza-
tion

Huerta also referred to
the Elvira Arellano case, the
undocumented immigrant who

Latino identity in poetry

on the tight ties of family —also a
central theme in Latino poetry. But
editor Francisco Aragdn, also a poet,
says that while there are writers fol-
lowing these strands, there are just
as many aiming toward less-traveled
paths

“I guess I'm trying to complicate
the definition of Latino poetry. It's
more diverse, more complex, It's not
just one thing.” he notes. "There’s
awhole group of poets who resist
nairadve or plot in their poems,
poets who are writing worics that
aren't overtly social or political. Just
people who want to write good po-
ems that also happen to be Latino.”

Aragdn set out to spotlight a
second generation of these writers,
‘who have risen in prominence since
the millennium and who have fol-
lowed the torches of statesmen such
as Gary Soto, Loma Dee Cervantes,
Martin Espada or Jimmy Santiago
Baca.

It’s the first such assembly of
younger poets, many who have
devoted years to writing and boast
substantial publishing credits.

Avragn calls his selections “a
snapshot” of what he was reading
when he began stockpiling poems
four years ago. As director of Lelras
Latinas, the literary leg of the Insti-
tute for Latino Studies at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, his eyes came
across many a poem by writers who
were either submitting for contests
or who he discovered while reading
litjournals and magazines.

Aragdn’s picks reflect the
touchstones and evolution of Latino
poetry, such as Eduardo C. Corral’s
ToaMojado Who Died Crossing
the Desert amemoriam that forces

Learn about
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the broader policies of immigration
into a painfully human fi~e

“After a storm, saguaros glisten/
like mint trombones... Acrack ina
boulder/ can never be an entrance/ to
a cathedral/but a mouse can be tom
open/ like an orange.”

The fodder of these poems is
solemn, but perhaps, as Sheiyl
Luna writes, it is needed to make
the leap between the toil of liv-
ing and the beauty of ait “Here
Iam singing the unsung positive
capability/ of the desert how
weeds grow orange wildflow-
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was deported in August 2007
after spending one year in a
Chicago church, and argued
that Obama did not support her.
She said the llinois senator
could have made a difference
in a case that "mattered so

much for the Latino commu-
nity.”

“You know that saying,
nomas vienen a ver el nopal
cuando tiene tunas .they only
come to the cactus when it has
fruit. That's what this man is
doing,” said Huerta.

Laredo’s list of political lead-
ers who are supporting Clinton
includes the mayor, who also
referred to Clinton’s historical
ties with the Latino community.

“She did not only remember
Hispanics six months ago,”
said Salinas. "She's been think-
ing about Hispanics for over 35
years ago. She’s been working
for projects that affect the His-
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panic community, she’s been
right there on the trenches and
that's what it’s about.”

Also present at the breakfast
were Eddie Zavala, of the of-
fice of U.S. Rep. Henry Cuel-
lar, D-Laredo, and Michelle

Ray-
mond,
wife
of

Ray-
mond,
D-Lar-
edo
Webb

ty

Demo-
cratic Chair Javier Montemay-
or and Texas Migrant Council
CEO Mary Capello were
among the many community
leaders who attended the event

Later in the day, Huerta
spoke at Clinton’s campaign
office in Pharr before 300 sup>
porters, many from La Unién
del Pueblo Entero, the commu-
nity action group that grew out
ofthe United Farm Workers
union.

Asked if Hispanics really
could change the course of the
presidential election in Clin-
ton’s favor, Huerta said yes.

“Absolutely, they can call
itjust by their numbers. If our

Pages

numbers come out and vote
that means she’ll get more
delegates to the Convention,
and eventually become a candi-
date,” Huerta said.

“You know, in Nevada they
did everything they could
against her like in California
but then the Latinos came out
and that was enough to get
elected. It is a very pivotal po-
sition in our community right
now like never before.”

Huerta said voters should
know that Clinton is the one
Democratic candidate than can
definitely win in November
and that the Valley and South
Texas will be “absolutely cru-
cial” to that effort.

“We just look at what already
happened in New York City
where she was Senator and got 70
percent of the Latino vote, in Cali-
fornia she got 65 percent,” Huerta
said. “So, we can see that the
Latinos are really coming out for
her and I think here in the Valley,
because of the organization that
we have, can be even bigger.”

Tejano artist Canales said Valley
voters owe it to the soldiers in Iraq
to exercise their democratic rights

“If we don’t come out and vote
those guys that are fighting for
us, it's like a slap for them. I'm
asking everybody to come out
and vote because this is one of the
privileges that we have, to come
outand vote, one of the biggest
that can be bestowed on us,”
Canales said
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Children’s Sale Seeking
“Gently Used” Items

Local parents who want to
earn more return on the sale
of their children’s “gently
used” clothing, furniture and
toys should sign-up now to
participate in Cradles 2 Cray-
ons, Lubbock’s only bi-annual
children’s consignment sale.
The sale is scheduled
for March 7-8 at Raintree
Christian Church, 3601 82nd
St., Lubbock. Unlike consign-
ment stores, consignors at
this sale set the price for their
own items. “The best part is
that consignors earn higher
percentages on their sales
than they would in consign-
ment shops,” said Allison
Hays, one of the co-founders
of Cradles 2 Crayons. “Plus,
you don’t have to waita long
time for your items to sell.”
Checks will be mailed to
consignors the week fol-
lowing the sale. In addition,
consignors also get to shop

the pre-sale on March 6 before
it's open to the general public.

All types of children’s fall and
winter clothing, sizes newborn

to pre-teen, are accepted
“Anything in good condition
and child-related is appropriate,”
said Hays. Example sale items
include toys, games, highchairs,
cribs, bicycles, shoes, bottles,
play gyms, children’s CD’s,
nursery décor, costumes, and
maternity clothing. Consignors
pay a $7 consignment fee and
getto keep 65% of the sale price
of their items. Consignors also
can earn up to 85% of the sale
price of their items simply by
volunteering for the sale.

All consignors must contact
Cradles 2 Crayons to partici-

More information about the
sale, including how to register to
become a consignor, is available
at hitp:/lwww.cradles2crayons
net/

American Gangster now
available on DVD

Following the death of his employer and mentor. Bumpy
Johnson, Frank Lucas estabhshes himself as the number one
importer of heroin in the Harlem district of Manhattan. He does so
by buying heroin directly fixtm the source in South East Asia and

he comes up with a
unique way of import-
ing the drags into the
United States. Asa
result, his product is
superior to what is
currently available

on the streetand

his prices are lower,
His alliance with

the New York Mafia
ensures his position.
Itis also the story of a

policeman, Richie Roberts, who heads up ajoint narcotics task
force with the Federal government Based on a true story

American Gangster is now available on DVD in a two part disk
which contain scenes not included in the film

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

Mana Singer Fher
Criticizes Hugo Chavez

Fher Olivera, singer for
the band Mand, is stand-
ing up for Alejandro Sanz.
The Mexican vocalist called
Venezuelan authorities un-
just for keeping the Spanish
artist from giving a concert
in the South American coun-
try last Feb. 14,

“This is about a uni-
versal injustice, notjust in
Venezuela. No president
can prohibit art. 1t’s like
what the PRI political party
would do years ago in Mexi-
co —they wouldnt let you
see concerts, and you would
have to see Queen and other
bands outside of the coun-
try. That's why we support
Sanz, because the Chdvez
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[administration] is a dicta-
torship, and a free country
should letart be made avail-
able,” the 48-year-old singer
said at a press conference in
Mexico

Fher was one of the 85
celebrities who supported
Sanz by signing a letter of
disapproval of the Venezu-
elan authorities” actions. The
Mand singer also insinu-
ated that the Hugo Chdvez
government has promoted a
climate of fear in the coun-
try. “If people are afrnd to
say anything then something
is wrong...The Venezuelan
community doesn’t deserve
to have artists taken from
them,” he reiterated
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Estrellas celebran 20 anos de
Premios Lo Nuestro

Juan Luis Guerra, el grupo
Aventura, Man®, Xtreme, Enrique
Iglesias y Ricky Martin son algu-
nas de las estrellas de la musica
latina que esperan triunfar el
jueves en la vigésima edicidn del
Premio Lo Nuestro.

La incdgnita sobre los gana-
dores quedar” develada a partir
de las 0001 GMT del viemes,
cuando comience la ceremonia
que en la que lambi”n se feste-
jar~ los 20 anos del premio, uno
delos  antiguos de la musica
latina. S610 uno de los galardones
se conoce por anticipado; el pre-
mio a la Trayectoria, que recibirA
la pueitorriquena Olga Tanén
por sus dos d6::adas de exitosa

“Significa muchisimo para mi
porque es un premio que lo otorga
el publico”, expresd esta semana
Tandn en San Juan de Puerto Rico
en referencia al reconocimiento.
“Hemos preparado una present-
acidn sensacional, algo espectacu-
lar”, reveld sobre el espectdculo
que ofrecerd en el estadio del
equipo de baloncesto Miami
Heal, en la bahia.

Con cinco nominaciones cada
uno, el dominicano Juan Luis

Guerra y Aventura, grupo neoy-
orquino de origen dominicano,
son los que mis posibilidades
tienen de quedarse con varies
galardones, sequidos e otros
artistas de renombre intemacio-
nal como Xtreme y Mand, que
cuentan con cuatro nominaciones;
y Ricky Martin, Enrique Iglesias,
Kumbia All Starz, Los Tigres del
Norte, el Conjunto Primavera,
Daddy Yankee y H&tor El Father,
entre otros, que tienen tres.

La ceremonia, que seri transmi-
tida en vivo por el canal Uni-
visidn desde el American Airlines
Arena de Miami, estari condu-
cida por el legendario cantante y
actor Pedro Femindez. ganador
de nueve Premios Lo Nuestro,

y Paty Navidad, una cantante de
musica banda dos veces nomi-
nada para estos galardones.

DnACTV,il9.99/mesGrE
por 3 meses-HBO, SHOW-
TIME. CineMax, STARZ!

Sin costo de instalacion. Mas

de 270 canales, 65 canales en
Espanol. 1-800-973-9038

Latransmisidn televisiva
comenzard con el paso de los
artisias por la alfombraroja, y a lo
largo de tres horas conlard con las
actuaciones especiales de Aventu-
ra, Pepe Aguilar, AB Quintanilla
n Presenla Kumbia AUstarz. Elvis
Crespo, Gloria Estefan, Vicente
Femdndez, Juanes, Man®, Tan6n,
y Martin, entre otros

El Premio Lo Nuestro otorga
anualmente galardones en 32
categorias en los cinco gdneros
m populares de la musica latina
pop., tropical, regional mexicana,
rock y urbana. Adem, s premia
el mejor video del ano

Los nominados son selecciona-
dos de las listas compiladas por
Ia revista Radio and Records (R).
Los ganadores, en cambio, son
elegidos por el publico que vota
en la pdgina de Internet del canal
Univisidn.

Juan Luis Guerra esti nominado
en el gdnero de musica tropical,
en las categorias de ~bum del ano
por ‘La llave de mi corazdn” y
cancidn del ano por “Que me des
tu carino”, asi como artista mas-
culine y artista de merengue.

Adem”s, comparte con Mand
una nominacidn en el rubro de

rock por
“Bendita
tuluz”
enla
categoria
cancidn

su parte,
figuraen
la tema
de arista
de rock del ano y sus canciones
“Manda una senal” y “Ojali
pudiera borraite” tambiin fueron

Aventura se mide con Guerra
con su ilbum “KOB Live”,y
tambiin compile a los premios
al grupo o duo del ano y artista
del aho en tropical tradicional
Ademis tiene dos nominaciones
con sus canciones “Infieles” y
“Mi corazoncilo”

E! boricua Ricky Martin, en
lanto, figura en el ginero pop en
las categorias de album (“MTV
Unplugged”), artista masculino y
cancidn (‘Tu recuerdo”, con La
Mari de “Chambao” y Tommy
Tones)

En el 2007, latransmisidn de
los Premios Lo Nuestro file vista
pornmisde 11 millones de televi-
dentes, segun los organizadores
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One of the most important political races in Lubbock County is the contest for
Lubbock County Democratic Chair. Butjust what is the position and what does
being the County Chair involve? In an effort to inform voters as they cast their
vote for one of rece this

the most important in this DemocrAc Primary.

W invited the two candidates, Pam Brink and Charles Dunn to share their an-

Question: What is the role of the Lubbock County Democratic Chair
in county politics?

Pam Brink:

As county leader of the Democratic Party, the County Chair’s most elemental
responsibility is to coordinate primary elections and county conventions, ensur-
ing faimess and a timely and thorough response to all state rules and regulations
These detailed tasks are crucial assignments for the health and fairness of the
election process. | recognize the commitment of time and study that goes into
the position of Lubbock County Democratic Chair and am ready to accept the
challenge.

The Ccty Chair also presides over Executive Committee Meelmgs The Ex.
ecutive Committee is the

aii precinct chaire. Monthiy Executive Cumnmles Mg S ale open and aiso
include party committee members who are not necessarily precinct chairs.
EikXHiraging participation in party activities is another important role for the
County Chair. Membership has grown appreciably in the past nine years, and
‘we can anticipate steady growth in the future as more and more good citizens re-
spond to the people values of the Democratic Party. As County Chair I will work:
very hard to help find a meaningful role for everyone who is a Democrat and
wants to participate. | already have a track record for membership recruitment
and will escalate these efforts. We are a welcoming party and our

On the Internet -www. eleditor.eom

A Q&A on the Race for the Lubbock County Democratic Chair

Question: What experiénce or
qualifications do you have that
qualifies youfor the office?

Pam Brink: I've been active in Demo-
cratic politics my whole adult life. I'm
proud to belong to a political party that
cares ahout people and have always,
even as a business-owner proclaimed
my loyalty to the values of the Demo-
cratic Party and worked through thick
and thin to maintain them. | ha« been
involved in many local campaigns, in-
cluding the elections of Maggie Trejo,
Victor Hernandez, Linda DeLeon, and
Gilbert Flores. | woriced closely with
Irma Guerrero to secure the funding
for our debt-free Headquarters and
organized block-walking over six

Clinesmith in
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Each year, | help organize the Demo-
cratic Party Fundraising Banquet and
the Fundraising Art Auction. | know
how to make money for the party and
make people feel welcome.

From 2000-2006, | wes President of
the West Texas Coalition of Demo\:rals

reflects that We are young and old, culturally and socially diverse, and indepen-

miKimbere involved inellite like our active chapters of Democracy for
America and Texas Democratic Women where we can boast being one of the
largest chapters in the state. Under my leadership, the Lubbock County Demo-
cratic Party will embrace even more ideas, more political activities, and many
more .

While the County Chair does not select candidates, | certainly will be vigorously
engaged in candidate recruitment efforts. | want to encourage young pwple to
become involved in Democratic politics. Public service is a high calling and
one that i cnicial to a healthy democratic republic. Young people are interested
again. Retirees are interested again. | will work to attract worthy candidates at
tiw local, county, and regional level to run for office as Democrats and rely upon
the infiustructure | and my fellow Democrats have been building over the past
nine years to support their efforts and get them elected.

Charles Dunn: The County Chair is the presiding officer ofthe Lubbock County

Democratic Party Executive Comittee. The purpose of the Chair is to elect

Democrats to of~e and to support Democratic candidates. The Chair sets the
d: the local D i

son to the media on local political issues.

Question: Why haveyou decided to seek the office?

Charles Dunn: | am running for county chair because the current leadership of
the Democratic Party has failed to win a contested county wide race in the last
25 years. The current county chair took office only six months ago from the
previous county chair that held the position for one year, resigned, took it back
again for about six months and then resigned again and moved to another city.
After the primary, the local Democratic Party will have its third county chair in
only two years. It is not possible to win elections if the leadership is constantly
changing. | have practiced law in Lubbock for 28 years and will bring stability
to the position.

There are 98 precincts in Lubbock County but the local leadership has only
filled 32 of the precincts with precinct cluurs. We must fill all of the precinct
chairs in order to have a strong and effective party. My opponent is part of the
current leadership and wants to continue with the same policies that have failed
to win elections for Demacrats. | offer a new direction and a new beginning for
the party. | will broaden the base of the party to reach out to Independent vot-
ers and Republican voters who are dissatisfied with the Republicans who hold
all of the local and statewide offices. | will bring back small business owners,
professionals and minorities who are loyal Democrats but feel alienated from
the current leadership. My message to die voters of Lubbock County will be to
e”hasize the economic issues *  unite us rather than the social issues that

Pam Brink: I’'m running for Lubbock County Democratic Chair henause | knuw
how to organize and bring people together, have experience in networki

gotiating.and jement, have a successfiil Liaek recoid of oot
ing, andca about the healthy growth of a party on the rise. Tliis job fits my

For the past nine years, | have been very involved in building a strong Demo-
cratic Party organization and am proud of our accomplishments. When many
were saying you have to switch to the Republican Party to win in Lubbock
County, we supported excellent candidates to represent the party, including
Robert Ricketts and John Miller.

Now. we have a contested primary for our congressional seat The very fact |
e & Bpumeént for Cotmty Chair inditares !gawnrm are begiting
pay off. People are beginning to believe once again that they can run for office
in Lubbock County as a Democrat. We are on the move, and | think 1'm the one
to lead the party into this new era,
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FAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

Paid for by Moy Ramos Campaign

Priority Tax
Income Tax Service

2352 3 4 tli

77"5-03655

| $$$Monev Now Refund Loans
Visitenos con su W2 en mano y Saiga
Con Dinero o Reciba hasta $8,000
con un Prestamo de Re-embolso de
Anticipacion (RAF) en boras envez de
varies dias
mTax Preparation -Electronic Filing
mPriority Refund Checks Can be Cashed
for a $5 Flat Fee
No Appointment Necessary
No se Necesita Sita
Mon-Frl 9am - 8pm
Sat 9am - 5pm

Sun 12-5pm
Se Habla EapAnol

andinthat
Texas Campaign Garavan g:r statg o

Gidinated setting up rallies with local
organizers in a four-day swing through
Levelland, Muleshoe. Hereford, ‘Mia.
Amarillo, Pampa, Wellington, Chil-
dress, Wichita Falls, Olton, Graham,
Adilene, San Angelo, Big Spring.
Odessa, Lamesa, and Lubbock. 1 know
Democrats throughout West Texas

Question: One of the criicisms
we have heard is that there are not
enough Hispanics involved in the
Democratic Party considering that
the county has at least a 35% His-
panic population. Doyou see this as
an issueand ifso whatare some sug-
gestions you have to try and change
this situation?

Joyal Democrateooock pispare
neglectd by e locel locership Ty
do not feel welcome in the loci party.
“This must change. If we are to win in
Lubbock County, we must have the
support of the Hispanic voter. One im-
medate change 1will make involves
fundraisers, “Tre recent Democratic
Paity fundraiser s priced at $50 per

ing. 1 will have fundraisers priced so
that aU citizens can participate. | will
work with the younger Hispanic com-
munity leaders to recruit Hispanics to
un for office and to serve on leader-
ship committees within the local party.
Hinanic children need to see their
parents involved in politics so that
they will understand the importance of
voting and participating in our democ-
racy. They are our future. | will make
sure that we include all Democrats in
the local leadership, notjust the Texas
Tech elite.

Pam Brink: Yes. | think the party
would profit from more Hispanic
in the Lubbock County

cit-
s and towns of the region.
Unlike my opponent, who remained
absent fixim party participation even
when he was a precinct chair, | served
as Precinct 28 Chair from 2000-2005,
making contact with the Democrats in
my precinct and consistently attending
Executive Committee Meetings.
1’'m also a charter member of Texas
Democratic Women and  attend
monthly meetings. | always try to
come through when | make a commit-

1 have also owned and operated my
own business for 28 years and have
served on the board member of a
number of community organizations,
including TTU School of Art Medici
Circle, Supporters of the Fine Arts
(SOFA). Lubbock Heritage Society,
and President of the South Overton
nelghbomuud organization  called
SORC/

1 thi nk these party and community ef-
forts in working with people, budgets,
and issues have given me the exper
ence to establish solid relationships
and goals for growing the Lubbock
County Democratic Party.

ihe

. careerto
tights of the ordir
big govemment,

Sl
can and the Lubbock Police wrong-
fully accused them of a “bait and
switch scheme”. I stood up for Sheriff
Njie, an African-American who wes
paralyzed and rendered a quadriple-
gic when he wes beaten by Lubbock

Hispanic woman who was sexually
assaulted by a Lubbock Police Officer
and a young African-American man
who was brutally tased by a Lubbock
Police Officer for o valid reason. 1
have represented thousands of indi-
vidual citizens who have been injured
because of the negligence of others.
1 have represented many others who
have been discriminated against in the
workplace because of their race orsex.
As Democratic (bounty Chair | will
recruit and help elect candidates that
will stand up for the individual rights
and economic interests of the ordinary
citizens of Lubbock County.

m m
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Democratic Party. | have worked on
many campaigns to elect Hispanics to
office, and | celebrate the political vic-
toriesof Irma Guerrero, YsidroGutier-
tez, Gilbert Flores, Aurora Hernandez,

Marina Garcia, Victor Hemadez,
and Maggie Trejo. | wiU woric to
expand the Hispanic voice in all
areas of Lubbock County decision-
making. | considered A a Guer-
rero a dear and respected friend and
valued working with her in many
aspects of growing the party. My
opponent's indifference to these
political victories and contributions
is, to me, mind-boggling.

We need more Hispanic precinct
chairs, but if the duties are heavy
on lop of work, children, and the
complexities of life, people can
get involved in the party in the
ways that make sense to them. We
have six standing committees and
room for more. Volunteering for
a committee that fits someone’s
deep concerns or special talents isa
way to participate on an individual

level. A committee dealing with
Hispanic concerns in Lubbock
SPORXS

Page 5
the county and the party.
lalso thirik it would be a good idea
to have an annual celebration for all
Democrats just to get to know each
other and enjoy music, food, and
think we all have more in
common than the things that divide
us. An inexpensive get-together
will bring us closer as a parly, and |
have been very successful at orga-
nizing such annual gatherings.
1am a great believer in round table
discussion and would welcome the
opportunity to sit down and bring
all issues to the table. A monthly
lunch with structured discussion is
another idea.
All in all. | think we are in this
citizenship business together, and |
want to engage more and more peo-
ple in the process of bettering our
democracy by working in the Lub-
bock County Democratic Party.
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

RELEASE

CITY BANK. COLISEUM

Commissioner
Ysidro Gutierrez

Thejob of County Commissioner

includes the budget, the improve-
mentand upgrade of County

roads,jail and law enforcement but
italso includes helping people in
whatever problems they encoun-
ter. 1 do that every day because |

believe in people and believe every
person and especially elected officials

Ysidro

have an obligation to help people. I askyoufor
your early vote today or on election day -
March 4h" YsidroGutierrez

In my firstterm in office | introduced new ideas to change County Goven-
ment from a stagnant 12 years history of no progress to one that would
work for the betterment of our community.
My record is a record of service and new ideas. | have made change
and in the future I will bring more
new ideas for a better Lubbock.
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Paid forby the Commissioner Ysidro Gutierrez Campaign. Magdalene Hemandez Treasurer P.O. Box 875. Lubbock TX 79508
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GROUPS

* Restore the two party
SYSTEM TO Lubbock County by
RECRUITING AND FUNOmMG CANDI-
DATES FOR AU County Posltlons
* Represent au Democ

NOT JUST THE SPECIAL INTEREST

« Organize centralized cam-
paign RESOURCES FOR DEMO-
CRATIC Candidates

* Provide Democratic Candi-
dates WITH THE MESSAGE, OR-
GANIZATION AND TOOLS TO WIN
COUNTY WIDE EUCTIONS
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