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SPORTS

“It’s awesome. Words
cannot describe this

moment.”

® Running back L.J. Vallejo,
after Herefcrd clinched a tie for
the District 3-4A title with a Fri-
day night victory over Borger.

® Herd rolls to 30-3 win over
Borger Bulldogs to clinch tie
for league titte. — Page A8
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VIEWPOINTS

® Point/counterpoint:
The Lone Star Report
concludes its look at the Nov.
2 constitutional amendment
election. This week, the
focus is on Proposition 17,
which would modify the
Permanent University Fund,
and Proposition 5, which
would allow state workers
who hold elected office to be
paid. — Page AS

FARM

B Local seed dealers are
finding a strong market for all
grades of winter wheat,
grain. — Page BS

® Hereford Recycles
Day: Mayor Bob Josserand
signed a proclamation
designating Nov. 6 as
Hereford Recycles Day in
conjunction with the state
and national recycling
campaigns. Two groups
actively involved in the
recycling effort had
representatives present for
the signing. — Page B1

Nc“vyd 1.3

1S IMH | NN

(2L A%/

Deaf Smith County. Texas

SUNDAY, October 31, 1999

SH3IdVdSMIN Q3XIN
66, OSVd 13 SId

34 Pages, 50 Cents

Mills staying very busy

B Cloudcroft native sees her duties
expanded since coming to HRMC

By Donald M. coopor
Hereford Brand Managing Editor

Cloudcroft and Hereford
don’t have much in common,
but Micah Mills probably has
been too busy to notice.

Mills, a former resident of
the New Mexico ski resort,
has seen her responsibilities
broaden in the year since she
was named physical therapy
director at Hereford Regional
Medical Center.

Since taking over as head
of the department in Septem-
ber 1999, Mills has seen the
department expanded to en-
compass “the whole realm” of
therapy, including speech, oc-
cupational and cardio-respira-
tory.

It's been a round-about way
to Hereford for Mills. She
went to Hawaii Pacific on a
volleyball scholarship and was
planning to major in marine
biology.

However, she decided she
would prefer to go into medi-
cine, particularly athletic train-
ing, so she transferred to
McMurry University in
Abilene, where she earned her
undergraduate degree.

“I had to come back to the
mainland to do that,” she said.

After McMurry, she went to
Creighton University in
Omaha, Neb., where she was
an athletic trainer and earned
her doctorate in physical
therapy. Creighton is one of
only three universities in the
United States that has a doc-
toral program in physical

therapy.

Although Mills is a
department head at
HRMC and a full-time
physical therapist, she
hasn’t abandoned the
athletic field entirely
— she’s the team
trainer for the Vega
High School football
team. That’s a job
she’s had ever since
arriving in Hereford
and one that she said
“is a lot of fun.”

She works as
needed as trainer for
the Vega basketball
program. She is avail-
able for treatment of
injuries, otherwise
she visits once a
week to check up on
the players.

“I just try to keep
everyone healthy,”
she said, adding that
will be important as
the Vega girls begin
the defense of their
state Class A cham-
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Micah Mills has been the director of rehabilitation services at Hereford Regional
Medical Center for more than a year.

87 to someone who's
15 or 16,” she said.

“It’s not typical in
physical therapy, except
in rural areas. I get to
work with the whole
realm. And, the people
have been great. Ev-
erybody here knows ev-
erybody else. I'll have
a patient come in and
say, ‘Well, I feel like I
know you.” That’s be-
cause a friend had seen
me and liked me, so
the patient says, ‘If
they like you, I know I
will, too.” she said.
“That means they have
a great attitude going
into (therapy).”

Mills’s fluency in
Spanish also is an as-
set in her job.

“They’'ve never had
anyone in the depart-
ment who spoke Span-
ish,” she said. “Some
days it seems like I
only see Spanish-speak-
ing patients, then some-
one comes in and I
start talking in Span-
ish and they just laugh
and say they only
speak English.”

She said the real
problem in her job is

pionship.
At HRMC, she
spends “most of my

time — 75 to 80 percent of
the day — doing patient care,
physical therapy. The other
20-25 percent is administra-
tive, doing the paperwork.
Well, it's probably 100 percent
patient care during the day.
After hours is for the paper-
work,” she said with a grin.
“(The after-hours. work) is
not always fun, but when you

don’t have kids or a signifi-
cant other ...,” she said. “I
guess my dog suffers when I
get home at 7 or 8 instead of
5 to 6. He probably wonders
when’s he going to eat. It's
the only thing I have to worry
about,” she said.

The dog is a 9-month-old
Rottweiler that already weighs
in at 80 pounds.

“He’s going to be huge,”
Mills said.

Even though she said the
paperwork associated with her
job is not something she en-
joys, she said she does enjoy
the diversity of the position.

“I get to handle everything
from inpatient to sports to
outpatient and home health.
It's going from someone who's

having to keep up with
her management du-
ties.

“The patients come first, so
I want to keep them happy.
Sometimes it's hard to keep
the administrators happy. The
department’s grown so much,”
she said.

The department has grown

Please see MILLS, Page A2

Texans to decide the fate
of 17 charter amendments

By Donald M. Cooper
He n'furd Brand M(xnagmg Editor

Texas voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to decide the
fate of 17 amendments to the
Texas Constitution.

Turnout for constitutional
amendment elections tradition-
ally is low, and state officials
don’'t expect that pattern to
change.

For example, the Secretary
of State’s Office reported the
1995 turnout was just 7.9 per-
cent for the amendment elec-

tion. That turnout fell to 6.9
percent on a property tax
amendment vote in August
1997; 10.6 percent cast ballots
in the November 1997 elec-
tion. ,

In Deaf Smith County, the
county polls have been con-
solidated into the Hereford
city limits.

The polling places for the
election will be:

* Precincts 1 and 7 —
Aikman Primary Schoel, 900
Ave. K;

* Precinct 2 — Deaf Smith
County Courthouse, 235 E.
3rd;

» Precincts 3 and 8 — Here-
ford Junior High School, 704
La Plata Drivel; and

* Precincts 4, 5, 6, and 9 —
Hereford Community Center,
100 Ave. C.

The polls will be open 7
a.m.-7 p.m.

Since Texas’ Constitution
was adopted in 1876, 550

7 I;lease see VOTE, Page A2

Lomas: Atypical genius

By Julle L. Carison
Hereford Brand Staff Writer

Pocket protectors, messy
hair, blood shot eyes from
studying all the time, pants
that are too short and eye-
glasses taped on the side to
hold them together.

This is the typical stereo-
type for a nerdy genius. But
not all geniuses look or dress
like this. For instance, ac-
tress Geena Davis (“Thelina
and Louis”), who is consid-
ered a genius, wouldn’t be
caught dead looking like this.

Yes, Davis is in the 2 per-
cent of the nation’s highest
IQ. Among Davis and the
thousands of others out there,
Hereford is home to one.
Yeah, yeah, I know a lot of
people who consider them-
selves a genius, but for Jer-
emy Lomas he has been
tested and is not only in the
top 2 percent of the nation’s
highest 1Q, but he’s in the
top 1 percent!

Lomas graduated from
Hereford High School in 1992
and currently resides in Aus-
tin. According to Lomas, he
had no idea he was a natural
genius.

“I never thought
of myself as a ge-
nius ... I've been told,
though, that I taught
myself to read at age
3,” Lomas says.

As a matter of fact
he was diagnosed
with the learning dis-
ability, ADHLD (At-
tention Deficit and
Hyper Learning Dis-
ability).

“l was just hyper,
from week to week I
was put from honors
to remedial classes,”
he said.

He didn’t care
much for studying,
but not all school
work in his advance

and honors classes age3.”

JEREMY LOMAS

been told, though, that |
taught myself to read at

“I expected to
get a ‘B
Lomas says
laughing and
still a bit sur-
prised about the
GPA. He says
the only reason
his GPA was
that high was
because of the
extra  points
added on to the
class averages
for being in hon-
ors and advance
classes.

“I never thought of After  high
. ; school gradua-
myselfasagenius...I've ¢ Lomas

went on to at-
tend UT Austin
film school. He

came easy.

“Tests came easy
to me, but daily homework
came hard and things like
balancing my checkbook still
are hard,” he said.

Lomas wasn’t valedictorian
of his graduating class at
Hereford High, he graduated
with a 92 and was shocked to
find out he had received that
GPA.

soon left with
only a 2.0 GPA
and entered West Texas A&M
in Canyon. At WTAMU
Lomas received plenty of in-
ternships for local radio sta-
tions as well as Amarillo TV
stations. He left Canyon to
work for the ABC affiliate in
Tyler, Texas.

Please sce LOMAS, Page A2

Time Is
Our Side

B Remember to set your
clocks back one hour for
Daylight Savings Time, Sat-
urday, October 30.

But then again...

® We have 54 days left until

Christmas.

B We have 61 days left in this

century.

® We have 92 days left to pay

local taxes.
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Today's weather

OUTLOOK

skies

Tonight, partly cloudy with a low
around 30.

Sunday, partly cloudy with a high in
the mid-60s.

forecast

Monday, partly
cloudy. Low in the
upper 30s, high
around 70.

Tuesday, partly
cloudy, low in the
upper 20s, high
around 60.

Wednesday,
mostly clear, low near 30, high in the
upper 60s.

Hereford weather

Friday’s high, 74; low, 37; no precipi-
tation.

Lomas

From Page A1

Lomas is now a computer pro-
grammer for the Texas Classroom
Teacher’s Association in Austin. He
hopes to finish his college career at
UT Austin and head back to Here-
ford to work with the gifted and
talented program in elementary
schools. He says he first has to get
the big city life thrill out of his
blood before settling back down in
Hereford.

Through all of this, Lomas had
no idea he would be considered a
genius.

“I felt like my brain had been
atrified by TV, so I had to get my
brain back on track.” So, Lomas
headed to take the MENSA exam.

MENSA is an international orga-
nization of people whose IQ is in the
top 2 percent of the population (which
Geena Davis is a member of). There
are over 100,000 Mensans in over
100 countries, according to the
MENSA web site at www.mensa.org.

The test is set up like the SAT test,
but most of the test is verbal reasoning
and “which picture doesn’t belong” type
questions. Unlike the SAT, there are
not classes offered. So how does one
prepare? I guess like Lomas — read an
- almanac.

“I was reading an almanac the night .

before. Not that it did any good, I just felt
like I needed to do some type of
studying.”

Well, Lomas passed with flying colors
and was invited into MENSA. His ego
has expanded, but he keeps his head out
of the clouds with a riddle he made up:
“How do Mensans pay their bills? Just
like everybody else.”

As a genius, Lomas finds himself
searching for anything to read, any-
thing,

“I read modern fiction in the classics,
books about Judaism, the Old Testa-
ment before King James edited it, Greek
mythology, dictionaries and phone
books; yeah, sometimes I'll look down
and realize I've been reading a phone
book or the dictionary for the past hour,”
Lomas says with a hint of bewilderment
in his voice.

Among his reading habits, his
favorite TV channels are PBS, TLC (The
Learning Channel) and MTV.

So who does a genius consider to be a
genius?

Jeremy’s answer, “No contest, to this
day my mom is always smarter than
me.

MENSA is having a national testing
day on Nov. 13. To find out if you're a
genius or to be invited into MENSA,
contact Mathew Gastarovich at 356-
8838 in Amarillo or e-mail at
marfu@yahoo.com.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

e Press
Association
1999

HerefordBrand

The Hereford Brand (USPS-242-060) is
published daily except Mondays, Saturdays,
July 4, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day
and New Year'’s Day by The Hereford
Brand Inc., 313 N. Lee, Hereford, TX
79045. Second-class postage paid at the
US. Post Office in Hereford, Texas.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to the Hereford Brand, P.O. Box 673, Here-
ford, TX 79045.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Home deliv-
ery by carrier in Hereford, $5.20 per
month; by mail in Deaf Smith County or
adjoining counties, $52 per year, mail to
other Texas areas, $57.50 per year; out-
side Texas, $60 per year.

The Hereford Brand is a member of
The Associated Press, which is exclusively
entitled to use for publication all news and
dispatches in this newspaper and also local
news published herein. All rights are re-
served for republication of special dis-
patches. .

The Hereford Brand was established as
a weekly in February 1901, converted to a
semi-weekly in 1948, and to fives weekly
on July 4, 1976.

0.G. Nieman — Publisher (1928-1999)
Mauri Montgomery — Publisher

Donald M. Cooper — Managing Editor
Jay Guerrero — Circulation Manager
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Anita Frausto

From left, Terry Bromlow, Charlene Sanders and Craig Smith

—

Vonnie Elliot

Dressing up, or dressing down?

Philly Garza

scemed to be having

they treated bank customers to some
creative dressing in observance of Hal-

loween.

Agencies say they’re ready for Y2K

WASHINGTON (AP) — The So-
cial Security Administration is ready-
ing jet-fueled generators, the Inter-
nal Revenue Service is prepared to
write tax refund checks manually
and the Pentagon is sharing secrets
with the Russians as part of a
government effort to avoid crises
related to the Y2K computer prob-
lem.

IRS chief information officer Paul
Cosgrave, questioned at a House
hearing Friday about concerns that
the tax agency was prone to Y2K
disruptions, gave assurances that sys-
tems are ready and no one will lose
a refund check.

Federal agencies are given high
marks for fixing computers so they
won’'t misread the year 2000 for
1900, a mistake that could cause
widespread computer breakdowns.
Friday’s hearing focused on the con-
tingency plans the agencies have for
unexpected problems and what they’ll
be doing just before and after the
new year.

The White House office on the
Y2K problem, headed by John
Koskinen, is to run an information
coordination center to monitor de-
velopments in the public and private
sectors as the new year begins.

From Page A1

from a three-person operation to a
nine-person operation since Mills ar-
rived.

And, if the demographics are cor-
rect, showing an aging population,
her responsibilities likely will in-
crease.

Although she doesn’t have a time
table, Mills knows she will leave
HRMC one of these days because
she wants to go into teaching —
“That’s why I got a doctorate” —
and that will take her to a univer-
sity, where she can spend about half
of her time involved with patient
care and the other half in research.

“There are a lot of clinics that are
associated with universities and that
would let me do both,” she said.

Now, if she can get home in time
to feed the dog.

§

Most agencies will have command
centers to assure a smooth transi-
tion to the new millennium.

John Dyer of the Social Security
Administration said his agency will
take its system off-line on Dec. 30 to
allow the collection of all 1999 com-
puter transactions, and that just be-
fore midnight on the 31st the main
data center in Baltimore will switch
to jet-fueled generators to guard
against electrical surges.

Dr. Martin Langston, the Defense
Department’s top Y2K official, said
the on-duty staff will be boosted by
up to 10 percent in the New Year
period. Russian military officials will
arrive in Colorado Springs, Colo., on
Dec. 22 for a joint exercise aimed at
assuring that problems in early warn-
ing tracking systems don’t lead to
mistaken perceptions that the other

side has launched a missile.

Norman Lorentz, chief technology
officer of the Postal Service, said
the mail agency has placed a freeze
on all computer systems changes
through March. Postal officials ex-
pect more people to mail letters
because of concerns about the reli-
ability of computer e-mail.

Joel Willemssen of the General
Accounting Office, the investigative
arm of Congress, said the Education
Department is encouraging schools.
to obtain information before Jan. 1
so it won’t have problems in deter-
mining student financial aid eligibil-
ity.

The Veterans Affairs Department
has suggested that its hospitals pre-

are bottled water and stock water-
ess soap for the possibility that
water supplies are interrupted.

HEREFORD BRAND

Obituaries

JAMES PACE
October 30,1999
ABERNATHY — Rosary for James
Louis Pace, 35, of Abernathy will be

recited at 7 p.m. Sunday at.St. Isidore"

Catholic Church with the Rev. Luis
Dussan officiating.

The funeral Mass will be celebrated
at 2 p.m. Monday at St. Isidore Catholic
Church with the Rev. Glenn Rosendale
officiating. Internment will be in
Abernathy Funeral Home.

Mr. Pace was born July 21, 1964, in
Abernathy. He was a 1982 graduate of
Abernathy High School, a member of
the Abernathy Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and a member of St. Isidore
Catholic Church.

He attended Lubbock Christian
College. Between 1990 and 1999, he was
a resident of Dallas, where he coached
Junior League Football, winning two
state championships, and youth soccer
and basketball.

Survivors include two sons, Eric
James Pace and Ethan Steve Pace, both
of The Colony; a daughter, Jacqueline
Hope Pace of The Colony; his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. James Pace of Abernathy;
a  brother, Johnny Pace Sr. of
Abernathy; and a sister, Mary Ann

Torres of Hereford.
Hereford Brand, Oct. 30, 1999
CLEO LEE TODD
October 30, 1999

LEFORS — Services for Cleo Lee
Todd, 75, will be 2 p.m. Monday at the
Church of Christ with Zeb Sailors,
minister at Stinnett Church of Christ,
officiating. Interment will be in
Hillcrest Cemetery at McLean.

Mr. Todd died Thursday, Oct. 28,
1999, at Pampa.

She and her family moved to Gray
County from North Carolina in the
early 1920s and she graduated from
Pampa High School in 1941.

She married C.B. “Buck” Todd in
1943 at Bend, Ore. She was a member of
the Church of Christ in Lefors.

She was preceded in death in 1985 by
her husband.

Survivors include two daughters,
Carolyne Lee Howe of Lefors and Peggy
Elizabeth Swinney of Amarillo; a sister,

Mary Jones of Hereford; give g:dd\ﬂ-
dren; and 16 great-granghﬂ v
Memorials may be made to the
Harrington Cancer Centaef, Wallace
Blvd., Amarillo 79106, or X
P.O. Box 2795, Amarillo 79066-2795.
Hereford Brand, Oct. 30, 1999

ither way, Hereford
State Bank employees

Faye King

fun Friday when

Vote

From Page A1

amendments have been proposed,
with 377 amendments being ap-
proved. The 17 propositions on
Tuesday’s ballot are:

. Proposition 1: Clarifying
the line of succession to the
governor’s office.

. Proposition 2: Revising cur-
rent provisions that authorize re-
verse mortgages.

. Proposition 3: Eliminating
outdated and duplicative portions of
the constitution.

. Proposition 4: Allowing the
Legislature to exempt from property
taxes property owned by “primarily”
charitable organizations.

. Proposition 5: Allowing
state employees to be paid when
serving on local government boards.

. Proposition 6: Expanding
the maximum size of an urban home-
stead to 10 acres.

. Proposition 7: Allowing gar-
nishing of wages to enforce spousal
maintenance.

. Proposition 8: Specifying
that the adjutant general serves at
the governor’s discretion.

. Proposition 9: Creating a
judicial compensation commission.

. Proposition 10: Specifying
that the health and human services
commissioner serves at the
governor’s discretion.

. Proposition 11: Allowing
political sumi'viuiom to buy non-
assessable property and casualty in-

surance from mutual insurers.

. Proposition 12: Exempting
vehicles leased for personal use from
property taxes. .

. Proposition 18: Authoriz-
ing another $400 million in bonds
for college student loans.

gopodtl‘on 14: Allowing
state boards to have an odd number
of three or more members.

. Proposition 15: Permitting
spouses to convert separate prop-
erty to community property.

. Proposition 16: Giving
counties more flexibility in deter-
mining the numbers of justices of
the peace and constables they have.

. tion 17: Giving re-

ts of the University of Texas and
g:u A&M University systems more
flexibility in managing assets of the
Permanent University Fund.
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Bush looks to slice Dems’
advantage among women

By Will Lester
The Associated Press

In the days after Elizabeth
Dole’s withdrawal from the
Republican presidential race,
George W. Bush’s support
jumped 13 points among
women who plan to vote in
GOP primaries and caucuses.
Among all women, a tradi-
tional source of Democratic
strength, he has lost ground
to Vice President Al Gore.

Some Democrats say Bush’s
strategy to attract women is
a threat, even though they
believe they have a better
track record on women'’s is-
sues.

“Republicans have a candi-
date who uniquely understands
targeting the women’'s vote,”
said Celinda Lake, who spe-
cializes in the women’s vote
and informally advises the
Gore campaign.

His campaign slogan of com-
passionate conservatism goes
over well with suburban white
women, also known as “soccer
moms,” Lake said. “He’s care-
ful on the choice (abortion)
issue, aggressive on the edu-
cation issue, he’s careful with
the dlversxty of his team.”

Yubhcan pollster Linda
" Divall, who worked with the
Dole campaign, says both Dole
and Bush fare well among
women because “voters see a
different type of Republican
face ... not the dour, scolding,
mtolerant hard-edged, rigid
voice.”

A CNN/USA deay/Gallup
poll said Bush’s support among
Republican-leaning women, 55
percent before Dole dropped
out Oct. 20, jumped to 68
percent after her departure.
Bush’s overall support in-
creased by 6 percentage
points, even though his sup-
port among men likely to vote
in the Republican race — now
67 percent — remained about
the same.

Pitted agamst Gore, the two'

candidates
were in a vir-
tual tie among
women. Previ-
pusly, Bush had
a slight lead.
Then — and
now — the
T :9 X &8
governor’s lead
over Bill Brad-
ley, the other
Democratic
hopeful, was 13
points among

Democrats say the key
to countering Bush is to
make sure women are
aware of his support for a
concealed weapons law, pri-
vate accounts for Social Se-
curity, school vouchers, and
his opposition on abortion
— an issue he talks
around.

The trick for the GOP,
said Bush pollster Fred
Steeper, is to keep itg
strong appeal for men
while attracting more

women. GEORGE W. | women.

In the last |BUSH GOP recruiters say the
two presidential | Gaining strength| Bush campaign, with its
elections, Bill |amongwomen. | emphasis on education,

Clinton fared
well with women voters, lead-
ing by 8 percentage points in
1992 and twice that margin in
1996.

The Democratic nominee
will need a big advantage
among women if Bush retains
his current lead of almost 20
percentage points among men.
Now that Dole is gone, no
other GOP candidate has
shown a particularly strong
appeal with women so far.

Longtime Democrat Krista
O’Connor of Williamsport, Pa.,
said the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration “compromised the in-
stitution of the presidency”
with the impeachment scan-
dal. She liked Bush’s message
about education, personal re-

. sponsibility and strong fami-

lies, and that he didn’t seem
as harshly conservative as
House Republicans.

One of the crucial jobs for
Democrats in the 2000 presi-
dential election is to make
certain that Ms. O’Connor’s
change of heart is more the
exception than the rule.

Andrew Kohut, director of
the Pew Research Center for
the People & the Press, said,
“It's pretty evident that women
haven’t responded in the posi-
tive way to Gore that they've
respgpde,d to his boss,” .

Supreme Court to issue
rulings on death penalty

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
Supreme Court known for its
impatience with death row ap-
peals surprisingly halted two
executions this week and is
on track to issue four signifi-
cant rulings on capital pun-
ishment by summer.

One case asks the justices
to ban the electric chair. Two
focus on a federal law aimed
at speeding up executions. The
fourth asks whether a person
can be sentenced to die by a
jury admittedly confused about
a judge’s instructions.

The four death-penalty cases
represent an unusually high
percentage of the court’s still-
growing decision docket, which
now totals 54.

“I don’t expect the court to
scale back the states’ use of
capital punishment across the
board, but this may be a year

when 1mportant guidelines are
offered,” said Steven Hawkins,
executive director of the Na-
tional Coalition to Abolish the
Death Penalty.

“Our hope is the court will
conclude that the time has
come for the electric chair to
be eliminated as a means of
execution,” he said.

None of the current nine
justices is unalterably opposed
to capital punishment.

But an hour before a Vir-
ginia death row inmate was to
have died by lethal injection
Thursday night, the justices
ordered the execution post-
poned and said they will fully
review his case. At issue is
federal court access for state
prisoners.

Two nights earlier, they had
similarly halted an imminent
Florida electrocution.

Precinct 1

PRIMARY 2000
REPUBLICAN PARTY

NOTICE OF CAMPAIGN FILING
DEAF SMITH COUNTY

THE FOLLOWING COUNTY OFFICES
ARE UP FOR ELECTION IN 2000 AND
FILING BEGINS DECEMBER 3, 1999.

DEAF SMITH COUNTY
¥ SHERIFF
TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Precinct 3
ALL CONSTIBLES

THE FOLLOWING REPUBLICAN PARTY OFFICES
ARE UP FOR ELECTION AND FILING BEGINS
IMMEDIATELY:

ALL PRECINCT CHAIRS

COUNTY CHAIRS

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FILING AS A REPUBICAN
CANDIDATE FOR ONE OF THESE OFFICES,
PLEASE CONTACT:

TED WIMBERLEY

REPUBLICAN COUNTY CHAIR
363-1300
244 Main Street * Hereford, Texas

compassion and inclusion
has been a far easier sell to
women this year.

“It's like night and day,”
said Lezlee Westine, general
counsel for Technet, a politi-
cal organization representing
executives.

Sexua

(Residing within

istered
Offenders
Deaf Smith County)

Editor’s Note:  Beginning with this edition, the Hereford Brand, in cooperation with the Hereford Police

Department, will publish a current list

of convicted sexual offenders residing in Deaf Smith County when

those lists are made available. The Hereford Brand, as a public service, has twice published lists obtained from
a public information website that had been sanctioned by other law enforcement agencies, but which the
newspaper has since leamed does not reflect current information. The list below represents the first installment
of information obtained through the Hereford Police Department. As of Janary 1999, there are approximately 46
registered sexual offenders residing within Deaf Smith County, according to Hereford Police Department offi-

cials.

In addition, the Hereford Brand will also publish photographs and specific information pertaining to regis-
tered sexual offenders within Deaf Smith County when those offenders register with the Hereford Police
Department. The first such installment is shown below. .

Ruben Martinez Lucio Sr. 1511 East 1st St. #3
Jose Aguirre 905 South Sampson
Frankie Deleon 138 Ave. B

David Garcia 109 East 6th St.
Melissa Gamez Deaf Smith Co. Jail
Fernando Gonzales 1505 Blevins

Juan Hernandez Sr. 317 De la Santos
Johnathan Robert Montgomery Route 5 Box 157A
Guadalupe Ortiz, ITI ‘238 Ave. D

Jesus Ramon Reyes - 815 Blevins

Juan Ruiz 430 Barrett

Aida Torres 311 Irving, Hereford
Rodney Arron Treadway P.O. Box 1441
Daniel Villarreal 412 Barrett

Ricky Lucio 800 S. McKinley

Physical: 6 ft,

W W

Offender’s Ag
Age of Victim: 6, 4, 3

HEREFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT

Sex Offender Registration
Date: 10/25/99

Name: Ricky Lucio
Address: 800 S. McKinley, Hereford, Tx 79045
Offense: Three Counts Indecency with a Child

200 Ibs. - black hair - brown eyes
e: 20 &

. If you have any questions concerning this sex offender or any
~ other sex offenders, please contact Cpl. Randy Agan, Program
Coordinator, in writing at the Hereford Police Department.

212 N. Lee St.
Hereford, Tx 79045

Your life is

ASK ABOUT

HOME BANKING

busy.

Solutions.

Ve have

In Your Bathrobe.

Busy?

Now You Can
Bank Without
Leaving Home.

: It's a snap ou need is a computer, a
modemandouranih&ss

z www.hsbhereford.com.
We'll bring the whole bank right to you.

No lines, no closing time. You can access
our fully-secured site with confidence
anytime, day or night, seven days a week.

Real-Time Action.

*Pay your bills
*Shop for bank services
*Balance your checkBbok

*Stop payments
*Project loan and mortgage loans

*Make savings account

inquiries
Transfer funds from one
account to another
*Make Installment loan

payments

With Rover by Your Side.

*Plan your budget online
*Check out your account balances
*Project potential earnings on a CD
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)Justice

Law Is different
for rich, famous

ne more time a killer is going to walk
the streets of freedom. One more time

the sayings “money talks and *&"#$
walks” and “wealth has its privileges”

are proving true.

The grand jury in Boulder, Colo., has de-

cided there is not enough evidence — yet —
to indict anyone in the death of a 6-year-old
beauty queen, JonBenet Ramsey.

Maybe these killers will go down in infamy .

along with Lizzie Borden, O.J.,
Sam Shepherd, and T. Cullen
Davis.

True, Lizzie Borden was not
fabulously wealthy, but she is
famous for supposedly causing
the death of her parents, who
had money, but chose to live a
frugal lifestyle.

For more than two years the
nation and probably the world
watched as a mega-millionaire
sports hero was allowed to lead
law enforcement officers on a
merry chase and then give him-

self up in his own good time.

Shepherd at least did time for his convic-

tion. Unfortunately, he did time for a crime
he did not commit.

Of course, Davis had the funds to buy

attorneys who could convince a jury the sky
was falling and so he too walked away.

For nearly three years, investigators have

looked into the death of this child from a well-
to-do family, in an upper-class neighborhood,
and yet they return with a call of not enough
evidence.

During the investigation, the parents were

allowed to travel at will, move to a different
state, and even permitted to say which ques-
tions they would be willing to answer regard-
ing the death of their daughter.

I didn’t notice Darlie Routier being allowed

Please see JUSTICE, Page AS

Fall has finally arrived

all arrived over the weekend.

I know the calendar shows that fall
arrived more than a month ago, but I've
always relied on more accurate devices

to let me know the arrival of the seasons.
When I worked for the Texarkana Gazette,

my spring “calendar”

was Dennis Byrd, the

boat. I never saw it in the water; I always
suspected he just pulled it around town behind

his pickup.

Want to know that winter’s just around the

corner in Denison, Texas?
Drive down to the Exxon station couple of

blocks west of the
downtown and look at

assistant managing edi-
tor.

Don’t pay any at-
tention to the calen-
dar. It might show you
that spring has ar-
rived, but then along
comes an ice storm or

Donald Cooper

the mechanic. When
. the big redhead stopped
shaving, you knew win-
ter was just a few

weeks away.
Summer, of course,
starts . ‘on Memonal

N9

a blue norther’ and
you know that the calendar’s wron,%.l

No, I always watched Byrd. He had an
intemal calendar that was infallible when it
came to letting you know the arrival of spring.

White belt, white shoes.

When Byrd showed up wearing his white
belt and white shoes, I knew for certain that
spring had arrived.

In Alexandria, La., spring’s arrival was her-
alded by my neighbor, who took the tarp off
his beloved bass boat and trailer and hooked it
to his pickup.

I don’t know if he ever actually used the

summer.
Fall?
How do I know fall’s arrived?

Easy. My throat gets scratchy, and I start

sneezing, followed by the sniffles.
A cold.
It's now officially fall.

Donald Cooper can be reached at

hbnews@hotmail.com

'Day, no matter what
the calendar shows.
Memorial Day is the first holiday that families
hit the beaches, lakes or rivers, and in most
parts of the country, school’s over until August
or September, 'so it's got to be the start of

Which propositions should be OK’d, rejected?

Texas voters who haven’t already
taken advantage of early voting will
have the opportunity to consider 17
amendments to the Texas Constitution
when the polls open Tuesday, Nov. 2, for
Election Day.

The state constitution has been
amended 377 times since its inception,
and while this election provides new
arguments for completely rewriting the
laws that govern our state, we still en-
courage local voters to make their voices
heard.

We have prepared another condensed
explanation of the amendments below,
and our endorsements for or against the
revisions which are on the ballot.

Proposition 1: This amendment clari-
fies who takes over the job of governor
and lieutenant. — FOR

Proposition 2: This amendment re-
vises the constitutional provisions autho-
rizing reverse mortgages and resolves
conflicts between the Texas Constitution
and federal law. It increases the mini-
mum age of a borrower or borrower’s
spouse to 62 years from 55 years. It also
would specify three methods by which
advances could be paid to the borrower.
— AGAINST

Proposition 3: The amendment elimi-
nates expired provisions and out-of-date
language. — FOR

Proposition 4: The amendment broad-
ens the definition of charitable organiza-
tions, increasing the number that can
qualify for an exemption from property
taxes. While the amendment is well-
intentioned, its poor wording would open
the door for abuse. — AGAINST

Proposition 5: The amendment al-
lows state employees to be paid for ser-
vice on local government entities such as
school district boards and city councils.
This amendment would increase the pos-
sibility of conflict of interest.— AGAINST

Proposition 6: The amendment, which
increases the maximum size of an urban

EDITORIAL

homestead from 1 acre to 10 acres, allows
the homestead to be used as a home or as
both a home and place of business. The
amendment allows home equity loans on all
or part of urban homesteads. — AGAINST

Proposition 7: The amendment provides
that if an employee owes court-ordered spou-
sal maintenance (alimony), a portion of that
employee’s wages may be withheld. If en-
acted, this proposition would place yet an-
other administrative burden on employers.
— AGAINST

Propositions 8 and 10: The amend-
ment provides that the adjutant general
and commissioner of health and human
services serve as long as the governor wishes,
rather than serving a two-year term set by
the Legislature. — FOR

Proposition 9: The amendment autho-
rizes the Legislature to create a judicial
compensation commission to make recom-
mendations on salaries for the justices and
judges of the Supreme Court, the Court of
Criminal Appeals, the 14 courts of appeal
and the 418 district courts.

Opponents, including some members of
the Texas Legislature, consider the proposal
to be a backdoor method for increasing
legislators’ pensions, which are tied to the
judicial salaries.

Also, by allowing an appointive commis-
sion to determine judicial salaries, the legis-
lators are shirking their constitutional du-
ties. — AGAINST

Proposition 11: Under current law, po-
litical subdivisions cannot purchase this type
of insurance from mutual insurance compa-
nies. — FOR

Proposition 12: The amendment autho-
rizes the Legislature to exempt from prop-
erty taxes motor vehicles leased for ponoul
use. Vehicles leased for business use would
not be exempted. — FOR

Proposition 18: The amendment autho-

rizes the Legislature to allow the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board to
issue and sell up to $400 million in
bonds to finance student loans. —
AGAINST

Proposition 14: The amendment
authorizes the Legislature to provide
that a state board with members serving
six-year terms have an odd number of
three or more members. — AGAINST

Proposition 15: The amendment
allows spouses to convert all or part of
their separate property into community
property. — AGAINST

Proposition 16: The amendment
changes the county population limits for
justice of the peace and constable pre-
cincts. Counties with at least 18,000 but
fewer than 50,000 residents would be
required to have two to eight precincts.
Counties with over 50,000 residents would
have to have four to eight precincts.

The amendment is intended to ensure
that small, rural counties, such as Deaf
Smith County, are not forced to add
justices of the peace when they are not
needed nor wanted. — FOR

Proposition 17: The amendment
revises the rules that the board of re-
gents of the University of Texas System
must follow when m the invest-
ments of the Permanent University Fund
and distributing its earnings to the Avail-

" able University Fund.

The change is necessary because in-
come from the Permanent University
Fund, which was established in the 19*
century, has failed to maintain its pur
chasing power at the very time when
demands on the fund have been in-
creasing. Since 1982, the UT System has
restricted issuance of new PUF bonds for
construction except for critical repairs

and equipment.
The amendment would give the trust-
ees of the fund more ty in meet-.

ing the needs of the university system:

— FOR

Hello, Hereford.

Otherwise, I would have so- loved
to mingle and rub gray-wool flannel
elbows with celebrity journalists at the Ninth
Annual International Press Freedom Awards
Dinner.

My personal perfumed invitation arrived
Tuesday, and with it came the prospect of
kissing hands and dining in a gilded setting
with broadcast and print media icons at 6:30
p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf-
Astoria.

Until I opened the invitation, I figured the
New York postmark meant that local radio
station KPAN’s Clint Formby was being feted
once more — announcing his acceptance of a
newly commissioned Associated Press Broad-
caster of the Millennium Award, bestowed
upon broadcasters who will likely never run
out of things to talk about; or a bronze plaque
from one of the airlines after he averaged
more frequent-flyer miles to the Big Apple
than Hillary am Clinton has.

But Clint’s name wasn’t on this invitation,
even though I can think of no other person
who is more well-suited to be a black- tie
patron. Perhaps, Hereford’s ambassador to
New York can go in my stead.

The awards banquet is hosted each year by
The Committee to tect Journalists (CPJ),
chartered in 1981 by United States journal-
ists determined to help obtain greater press "
freedom for colleagues abroad who are
threatened by authoritarian governments
and other enemies of independent journal-
ism.

A very noble undertaking, if not slightly
arrogant and unrealistic. In other words, the
committee promotes the very Journahstxc
sovereignty U.S. media widely enjoys in this
country, even if the day’s given despot
doesn’t subscribe to the same ideals of press
freedom.

Still, we Joumahsts are undaunted. We
throw blg banquets in New York City to
recognize those forelfn journalists who were
not shot while providing independent news
coverage and viewpoints that differed from
those wielded by the local despot, and who
could ill-afford the trip or the $500 per plate
banquet if we journalists weren’t picking up
the tab.

There were so many elite journalists
named in the 14-inch tall invitation (nearly
100) that there was very little room left to
squeeze in this year’s five International Press
Freedom Award honorees; Maria Cristina
Caballero of Columbia, Baton Haxhiu of
Kosovo, (imprisoned) Jesus Joel Diaz
Hernandez of Cuba, and Najam Sethi and
Jugnu Mohsin of Pakistan.

According to the invitation, “60 Minutes”
Executive Producer Don Hewitt is also slated
to receive the Burton Benjamin Memorial
Award.

While I am embarrassed that I can’t place
the memorial award’s significance, I realize I
should be impressed.

I also realize I'm passing up the opportu-
nity of a lifetime.

It is not very often the little guys, Jaded
by years of service to the smaller parish of
community journalism, get a chance to trade
war stories with the lords of journalism such
as; Time Inc. Editor-In-Chief Norman
Pearlstine; “60 Minutes” veterans Ed Brad-
ley, Andy Rooney, Mike Wallace and Morley
Safer, just to name a few; Roone Arledge,
Sam Donaldson, Jane Pauley and her hus-
band, Garry Trudeau; Tom Brokaw, Dan
Rather, Ted Koppel, Lesley Stahl, Maureen
Dowd, Peter Jennings, Bernard Shaw; not to
mention Walter Cronkite.

Name droppers.

We're talking about the crbme de la creme
here, so before making my way down to the .
Grand Ballroom I would have to take extra
care to police my rented tuxedo with one of
those sticky rolling lint magnets, and buff
the West Texas dust off my black wingtips.

Between appetizers, I could politely pull
Sam and Ted away from the pack and let
them in on a little secret: Telling them
mainstream America had been making fun of
their hair for a long time.

I would surely want to gab with Andy
Rooney. He and I would be among the few
who would shirk the decorum of picking the
proper dinner fork, though I would try to
remind him it isn’t very courteous to ask for
the imprisoned journalist’s dinner as a
second helping, nor eat the relish decorations
surrounding our main entree.

I could bend Walter Cronkite’s ear with my
opinions until he nodded off — dreaming of
foreign wars, presidential assassinations,
moon walks — and then waking at times to

up his drooping black horn-rim glasses
say, “That’s the way it was.”

Please see REGARDS, Page A8

.grettably, a glance at my calendar
owed prior commitments Nov. 23.
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POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Modify Permanent University Fund?

The Lone Star Repon concludes its look at the
Nov. 2 constitutional amendment elections with
point/counterpoint on Proposition 17.

Proposition 17 would make two changes to
the Permanent University Fund. First, it would
allow the state to transfer capital gains from the
PUF to the Available University Fund rather than
plowing those gains back into the PUF. Second,

it would change the investment standard for the
PUF from the low-risk, low-reward “prudent per-
son” standard to the higher-risk, higher-reward
“prudent investor” standard.
A prominent alumnus and a well- known cam-
pus leader, both from the University of Texas at
:\_t,.lstin. square off on the merits of Proposition

Pay state workers for elected office?

The Lone Star Report concludes its look at the
Nov. 2 constitutional amendment elections with
point/counterpoint on Proposition 5.

Under current Texas law, state employees may
serve on local governing boards (school boards,
municipal utility district boards, city councils,
etc.), but may not be compensated for such
service. This little-known provision has snagged

a number of local officials, who have won
elected office only to find out that they must
forego the paycheck that their private-sector
colleagues will receive for the same work. Is that
irrational discrimination against state employees,
or an appropriate firewall against possible con-
flicts of interest? The author of Proposition 5 and
a newspaper columnist square off.

lyomoehrlotlan

Proposition 17 reads sxmply “The constitu-
tional amendment relating to the investment
of the Permanent University Fund and the
distribution of the Permanent University Fund
to the Available Fund.”

That’s pretty innocuous language, but be-
hind it are the most important changes in the
PUF since it was created in 1876 to provide

tual support of the University of Texas
and Texas M from the state’s land and
mineral wealth.

The PUF was established with an initial
endowment of 2.1 million acres of land, mostly
in West Texas. Since oil was discovered on
the land in 1923, mineral income has been
the cornerstone of PUF funding. Today, how-
ever, investment income — not mineral in-
;:Lnde — accounts for continued growth of the

The Texas Constitution requires that 100
percent of dividends, interest and other in-
come from the PUF be distributed to the
Available University Fund (AUF), but the
distribution of unrealized and realized gains is
prohibited.

While two-thirds of the AUF supports the
UT System and -one-third supports the A&M
S{stem, the University of Texas System Board

Regents administers the program. The
funding is mainly used on debt service for
PUF bonds for all covered institutions and for
administration and excellence in education.

Proposition 17 amends the constitution to
allow the regents to invest funds using an
expanded prudent investor standard — those
investments a prudent investor exercising rea-
sonable care, skill and caution would acquire
or retain. It would allow PUF distributions to
the AUF to be based on the total return of all
PUF investments, including a limited portion
of capital gains, rather than the current
limitation.

The change is necessary because income
from the PUF has failed to maintain its
purchasing power at the very time when
demands on the PUF have been increasing.
Since 1982, the UT System 'has restricted
issuance of new PUF bonds for construction
except for critical repairs and equipment. In
addition, the System will be facing a serious
deferred-maintenance problem in coming years.
The A&M System is in the same predicament.

Would the proposed change in investment
practices somehow jeopardize the fiscal integ-
rity of the PUF? Not at all, because our
endowment fund is out of step with similar
endowments nationwide. Nine out of 10 higher
education institutions, including Yale and
Harvard, use the proposed “total return” strat-
egy for endowment fund management.

Also, the state auditor warned three years
ago that current constitutional restrictions on

‘the use of capital gains and ordinary invest-
ment income could impair fund management.
He recommended that “a constitutional amend-
ment eliminating those restrictions” would
provide more flexibility in attempting to maxi-
mize long-term growth in both corpus and the
distribution.”

The current limitations on the PUF reflect
a time when mineral income was the major
source of income growth and the only eligible
investment was fixed-rate bonds. Making the
PUF a “total return” fund, as Proposition 17
provides, means that the spendable resources
will consist of both dividlend and interest
income and a limited potion of capital gains.

The Legislative Budget Board said that
voter approval of Proposition 17 would allow
distributions to the Available University Fund
to increase $33.6 million in Fiscal 2000 and
up to $49.75 million by Fiscal 2004. Obviously,
the UT and A&M systems would benefit
enormously from these increased distributions
— distributions that would be used for:

* Increased access through telecommunica-
tion;

* Improved libraries;

* Updated computer labs and other much-
needed equipment;

» Expanded student services;

* Construction of new buildings and repair
of aging ones.

Proposition 17 will mean more money for
higher education and preservation of the fiscal
integrity of the PUF, all without raising taxes
or increasing student fees.

Geor:o Christian is president of the

-Students Association of the Univer-
sity of Texas.

The Hereford Brandwelcomes letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers.
The editor reserves the right to edit letters to
meet space requirements, for clarity, or to

avoid obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy.
All letters must bear the handwritten
signature of the writér and include the address
telephone number for verification

purposes.
Letters published do not necessarily reflect
the editorial policy or beliefs of this

newspaper.

By Marc Levin

As Texas voters go to the polls on Nov. 2,
they will carry the future of higher education
in  their hands. A proposed constitutional
amendment known as Proposition 17 would
drastically and dangerously change the rules
governing the Permanent University Fund
(PUF).

Since 1876, Texas has maintained a higher
education resource no other state enjoys: a
permanent fund consisting of 2.1 million acres
of once oil-rich land in West Texas. The PUF
generates income to underwrite construction
of new facilities at University of Texas and
Texas A&M System component institutions.

If passed, Proposition 17 would repeal a
constitutional provision stating that the PUF’s
disbursements to these systems are limited to
the interest and dividends generated by the
PUF’s investments. The measure thus per-
mits, for the first time, current spending of
the PUF’s market value. Contrary to claims
by supporters that Proposition 17 restricts
current spending to only a portion of the
PUF’s capital gains, it actually allows annual
spending of up to 7 percent of the principal.

Proposition 17 also would eliminate sensible

constitutional safeguards establishing the “pru-
dent person” investing standard, prohibiting
speculation and stating that generating a stable
source of income should be the primary in-
vestment goal of PUF m rs.
A similar proposal to loot the PUF failed in
1986, when former Democratic Gov. Mark
White said one-time spending of the PUF’s
market value would set “a terrible precedent”
and the Leﬁlslature agreed. No, Rep. Talmadge
Heflin, R-Houston, has said Proposition is
equally ill-advised. Indeed, it is morally wrong
and fiscally reckless to break a generational
contract under which market value of the
PUF is preserved for future generations.

The evidence suggests that the income gen-
erated by the PUF has dropped off due to
mxsmanagement not because of

“outmoded”constitutional provisions. Beginning
in 1995, the PUF began investing large
amounts of money in non-dividend paying
stocks and “private” (not publicly traded) in-
vestments, such as limited partnerships. Many
of these partnerships, according to a report in
the Jan. 30, 1998 Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion, have involved gross conflicts of interest
with relatives and friends of members of the
UT Board of Regents and the PUF Investment
Advisory Committee. Some of these risky
schemes led to bankruptcies, costing the PUF
tens of millions of dollars.

Even worse, these aggressive small cap
growth stocks and private investments gener-
ate virtually no income. Had this $800 million
been invested in bonds or high-dividend blue
chip stocks, there would be no need for
Proposition 17 because this money would be
earning interest that would be available to
service bonds for capital improvements at UT
and A&M.

In fact, a March 4, 1996 Texas State Auditor’s
draft report states: “The PUF’s asset alloca-
tion toward private investments does not ap-
pear to support the investment objectives of
the PUF and may not be prudent, given the
nature of the endowment.” Analogies between
the PUF and private endowment funds at
other universities, some of which allow limited
spending of their market value, are flawed.
Unlike private endowments, which receive a
steady cash inflow from new contributions, the
PUF’s cash receipts are negligible because the
oil and gas on the PUF’s lands is rapidly
SIag 5 : :

Without cash inflows, it is not possible to
offset failed investments or engage in dollar
cost averaging, which reduces long-term risk
by making regularly timed investments in the
market so that when the market goes down, a
fund is able to buy low. The fact that the PUF
has basically become a fixed endowment dic-
tates a more cautious investment strategy.
Unfortunately, Proposition 17 would send us in
the opposite direction, making future Texas
students’ chance at an affordable college edu-
cation subject to the wild fluctuations of specu-
lative investments.

Mismanagement, notably through invest-
ments in risky, non-income generating limited
partnerships, has reduced the real income

nerated by the PUF despite the inflow of
gao million in new oil revenues over the last
10 years. However, voters should not, at the
expense of future generations, approve a stop-

gap solution that will only permit further
mismanagement and subject the UT and A&M
Systems’ future income to market volatility.

We must not, sho our century-old
commitment to provide for our children and
our children’s children the same educational
op unities our predecessors have given us.

ﬁm Levin is president of Students for
Aﬂordable Education, a stu-
dent organization at the University of
Texas at Austin.

ELECTION DAY, Nov. 2
Polls to be open 7 a.m.-7

p.m.
VOTE!

By Rep. Mike Krusee

Currently, state employees (including K-12
teachers) may serve as locally elected lc:gicials,
such as city council members, but, unlike
their private sector counterparts, they may
not be compensated for their service to the
public.

To public employees it must seem like
further evidence that they are considered
second-class citizens.

This situation was first brought to my
attention by a teacher in my district. Martha
Chavez, a 20-year high school teacher at
Round Rock High, also serves as mayor pro
tem on the Round Rock City Council. Council
members are paid $500 per month, but after
Ms. Chavez discovered that she was in viola-
tion of the law, she immediately asked the
city to remove her from the payroll. She now
works for the citizens of Round Rock for free,
something no other council member is asked
by state law to do, just because she is a
teacher.

In Austin, council member Bill Spelman is
forbidden from collecting his $30,000 city sal-
ary simply because he is employed by the
University of Texas and is therefore consid-
ered a state employee.

Proposition 5 corrects this inequity and
allows state employees to be compensated for
their public service.

Opponents (of whom there are apparently
few as no one testified against the legislation)
claim that public employees who serve as
local officials would be double-dipping into
taxpayers’ pockets. This is ridiculous. Double-
dipping is T%x tting paid twice for doing the
same job. These individuals are working two
jobs — one for the state and one for their
community. They should be paid for both jobs.

This prohibition, designed to prevent con-
flicts of interest by dual-officeholders, in prac-
tice prevents regular state employees from
serving their local governments. However,
exceptions are made for a list of people
including justices of the peace, county com-
missioners, notary jqgblics, postmasters, and
members of the armed services. Why is an
exception made for county commissioners but
not for city council members or university
professors?

Opponents argue that conflicts of interest
will arise. Yes, occasionally conflicts do arise,
but those conflicts exist now, whether the
official is paid or not, and whether the public
official works for the public or private sector.
When it happens the official is expected to
recuse himself regardless of who his employer
is.

Opponents also argue that taxpayers de-
serve their employees full time and attention.
I agree. If a public employee can’t handle his
or her office and state job at the same time
he or she should either quit or risk being
fired, either by employer or constituents.

The bottom line is this: State law currently
allows state employees to serve as local elected
officials, as many individuals all around the
state do. The question is, if they are qualified
and trusted enough by the State Constitution
and their constituents to do both jobs, shouldn’t
they be justly compensated for their services
just like everyone else?

Rep. Mike Krusee, R-Round Rock, was
the House sponsor of Proposition 5.

By Willilam Murchison

Consider the Texas Constitution’s underly-
ing supposition: that government, by its na-
ture, is a thing we should be skeptical as all
get-out about. See any reason to believe that
supposition has gone out of date?

roposition 5, permitting state employees
to serve for pay on local governing boards, is
inconsistent with any sensible conception of
limited government and the separation of
powers.

The fact is, we don't want state employees
putting in their oar at another level of
fovernment and getting paid for the privi-
ege. We want the differing levels kept apart,
insofar as possible, to keep them both honest
in the public interest. Well, as honest as
possible,

Not that state employees are bad, evil,
horrible people, any more than all columnists
are. (What's that, you think the comparison
unfair to state employees?) Not that civic
spirit, when discovered, should fail to find
commendation. Nevertheless, the principle
behind the constitutional prohibition against
holding more than one civil office of emolu-
ment is entirely sound. In the familiar words
of the Lord’s Prayer/Our Father: “Lead us
not into temptation.”

We don’t want to tempt the honorable, and
certainly not the dishonorable, to shape policy
for a government body in terms of what
another body sees as meritorious. It's the
conflict of interest thing.

Tugged in different directions by different
conceptions of duty, even the virtuous may
find themselves at sea, ethically speaking.
Lead them not into temptation. One duty at
a time, should be the rule of thumb.

The existing prohibition is hardly onerous
or inequitable. It doesn’t say to a school
teacher, you may not run for school board, or
to a highway patrolman, keep off the city
council. It says you can't draw paychecks for
these additional modes of service. Nor is the
public employee banned for life from paid
service. He can. retire and run. Or he can
serve for free.

“Serve”: the good old word needs attention.
A servant of the public function in the name
of the public to promote the public’s inter-
ests, rather than to bask in heightened self-
esteem or fatten the family finances. '

We know it's a public good to prevent
conflicts of interest. Why is it a public good
to open the door to such conflicts?

Supporters of Proposition 5 argue that the
anti-double dip provision costs Texas the valu-
able services of many who are willing to
serve but need extra money to do it. Maybe
so. We'll just have to live with that, as we
have since the beginning with scant damage,
it would seem, to our governmental fabric.

There is after all no right to serve: only to
offer to serve. The state has every right to fix
qualifications for service. The present qualifi-
cations are modest and sensible. We should
keep our cotton-picking hands. off them for so
long as they serve the public interest. “When
it is not necessary to change,” said Lord
Falkland, three centuries ago, “it's is neces-
sary not to change.”cawing This is one of
those times.

William Murchison is a nationally-syndicated
columnist for the Dallas Morning News.

Justice

From Page A4
these privileges. I was in Dallas when the
Routier killing occurred. I have no doubts that
justice has been served, but I do question the
fairness of this so-called justice.

It's true that anyone has the right to refuse
to answer questions, but do we all have the

right to tell investigators which questions we.

will discuss? I doubt it.

I can’t help but wonder if the outcome
would have been any different had Routier
been able to afford legal expertise such as the
famous O.J. “Dream Team” or Racehorse
Haynes.

More than that, I wonder if the results in
other cases would have been different had the
defendants been limited to spending only the
amount public defenders are paid.

I'm not saying public defenders don't do
good work. There are many good attorneys
who get paid little for their services and still
do wonderful work on the defendants’ belialf.

I continue to have numerous questions re-
g:m the death of this child beauty queen. I

w the grand jury has had access to infor-
mation not known to the general public, so I
can only 1magine they still have questions
remaini

Unfortunatcly, probably due to the financial
situation of the Ramseys, the media has not
dro the case.

e unfairness of the judicial system rears
its ugly head as untold other unsolved mur-
ders are laid aside as newer crimes become

“more important.”

Dorien Thomas’ disappearance made state
news for a few days; local news for a few
weeks; and local news again, a year after the
Amarillo boy’s disappearance.

Why did Dorien’s disappearance not stay in
the headlines as did the slayings involving
the rich and famous?

The shooting of a Pampa youth, Richard
Proctor -- on Christmas Eve 1996 — the day
before JonBenet Ramsey was killed - didn’t
even make state headlines. On the other
hand, the shooting of Bill Cosby’s adult son
carried the headlines right through the trial
of the accused. So what determines the per-
sistence of the prosecutors and the media?

Is it fame and wealth of the involved
parties? Is it race or religion? More and more
I fear it is the results of the wealth and fame
of the either the victim or the culprit.

It seems if money is involved, then justice
can go hang, for the rich and famous cer-
tainly are allowed privileges the ordinary
Joes can never claim. The nation’s prisons
:re full of murders who will attest to that
act.

What a sham our justice system has be-
come. A child is dead, but because of the
8 killers’ wealth, they apparently will
walk. They may forever be looking over their
shoulders, but it’s likely they won’t pay the
price other child killers are expected to pay.
E-mail Dianna Dandridge at hAbnews®hotmail.com
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Letters to the editor

Keep Aquatic Center open during winter

Dear Editor:

Each
Aquatic Center during the winter season. This letter
is to let you know that it would hurt Hereford and the people of
the surrounding areas who use the center.

There are several who drive 16 miles or more to use
the Aquatic Center. We have always found that the pool
employees are totally dedicated to everyone who uses this
facility. These instructors make sure everyone

safe and enjoys the workouts. I can say that all the ladies and -

gentlemen who use this facility feel med and appreciated.

The Aquatic Center is the only truly fun, healthy and
affordable service Hereford hastooﬁ‘;r. The center is a big asset
to anyone with a health problem that needs a low-impact
workout.

We should make more of an effort in
the Aquatic Center instead of cutting back the availability of such
an asset. Please, I ask that you keep in mind how important the
Aquatic Center is to the people who take advantage of this great
facility. Let’s stop the rumors right here and now. You asked
citizens to support the grants to build the center, so now I ask for
your support in keeping our great Aquatic Center open during

the winter.

Karen Vardeman
County should apply for grant funding
Dear Editor:

Last week the Brand ran an article on the eligibility of the Deaf
Smith County Courthouse for restoration funds from the state.
Certainly our courthouse is the most significant structure in the
county and it has been a while since it has been remodeled. As

a symbol of our county and as a symbol of our respect for law and -

order, it deserves the best we can give it.

There never is a good time to spend money and with a
shrinking tax base, it is tempting to put off repair work. But, we
may never again have the opportunity to have the state
contribute so much to restoration. The county commissioners
should seriously consider making application for a matching

grant in this program.
Ted Wimberley

Ministerial alliance expresses gratitude
Dear Editor:

On behalf of the Hereford Ministerial Alliance, we would like
to say “thank you” to all who supported our call to prayer at the
football games while supporting the Herd.

We feel that it is our God-given duty to make a difference in
the moral and spiritual atmosphere of our city. And by standing
up in prayer, we believe that we have done that. We also
recognize another facet: While government can never take
prayer completely out of school, we know that students will not
pray at school if they are not praying at home. Therefore, we
encourage every family to take the initiative and meet the
spiritual need in the home, and the country will soon follow.

We have a fantastic group of pastors and churches in our city,
who are dedicated in every way to help you. I am grateful just to
be a part of them. With your help, we can solve the problems we

face, not through government programs, but in the faith of our

Lord, Jesus Christ. Again, thank you for all of your support.
Rev. Mike Sullivan, President
Hereford Ministerial Alliance

The Hereford Brand welcomes letters to the editor on subjects
of interest to our readers. The editor reserves the right to edit
letters to meet space requirements, for clarity, or to avoid
obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer
and include the address and telephone number for verification
purposes.

Letters published do not necessarily reflect the editorial
policy or beliefs of this newspaper.

Regards

From Page A4
I could tell Jane Pauley I had always worshi
afar, and then pretend not to hear her say,

d her from
t's so

awfully sweet Murray, and I'm glad you've made a place for

yourself in Hartford, Texas.”

I could tell them all, without looking at the eveni
that beef is “What’s for dinner,” and those New Yor
they were about to devour were born and reared in the
Texas Panhandle. '

“Shsssh! PETA or some other animal rights
lurking out there somewhere,” someone would hiss.

We would all become great friends and would get along

famously, I'm sure of it.
But then, ‘I have prior commitments.

There are newspapers to get out before Thanksgiving Day,
rtant, a loving family to go home to within

and even more im
the gilded halls of the Waldorf on Hartford’s Lee Street.
Pﬁ:ase give my regards to Broadway, Clint.

Mauri Montgomery can be reached at hbnews@®hotmail.com

HEREFORD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dave Charest, 363-6559 or 364-6050

Lioyd Ames, 364-3912 or 364-5827
Mark Landrum, 364-4231 or 364-2949

Jeri Bezner, 276-5656
Carolyn Waters, 364-0596
Raul Valdez, 346-0020 or 364-1059
Lou Serrano, 364-7030 or 364-8581

DEAF SMITH COUNTY COMMISSION
~ County Judge
Tom Simons, 363-7000 or 364-8177
Commissioners
Wayne Betzen (Precinct 1), 258-7569
Sammy Gonzales (Precinct 2), 364-0193 or 364-4594

Troy Don Moore (Precinct 3), 364-6813 or 364-0740
Johnny Latham (Precinct 4), 363-6271 or 364-5854

menu,
strips

oup may be

Research ¢

Special to The Brand
CANYON — College and
university students from

. seven states will present re-

sults of their academic re-
search during the 6* Annual
Student Research Conference,
which will be Friday at West
Texas A&M University.

About 110 graduate and un-
dergraduate students from 21
colleges and universities in
Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Colorado, Ohio, Maryland and
Illinois will participate in the
conference, which will include
15- to 20-minute ‘oral presen-
tations of the students’ work.

The conference features 10
categories in which students
can compete: agriculture, busi-
ness and management, com-
munication, computer science,
educaiton, fine arts, literature
and languages, social and be-
havioral sciences, and natural
and physical sciences.

The conference will be spon-
sored by WTAMU, Amarillo
Natural Resource Center for
Plutonium, Plains National
Bank and Killgore Research
Center.

“The support of under-
graduate research at the uni-
versity by these sponsors
greatly enhances the develop-
ment of future researchers
that will contribute to our
ever-increasing world of
knowledge,” said Dr. Terri
Giddens, chairman of the Stu-
dent Research Conference
Committee and associate pro-
fession of computer

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Texas lottery
Texas Million

The winning Texas Mil-
lion numbers drawn Fri-
day by the Texas Lottery:

67-75-93-95

Cash Five
The winning Cash Five
numbers drawn Friday by
the Texas Lottery:
3-6-17-20-37

Pick 3
The winning Pick 3 num-
bers drawn Friday by the
Texas Lottery, in order:
4-3-3

informaiton systems. “The ex-
nential growth of scientific
wledge has created man
opportunities for research ef-
forts.” :
The public is invited to at-
tend the presentations, which

.are grouped in 90-minute pe-

riods beginning at 9 a.m.,
noon, 21 p.m. and 4 g.m. in
the Jack B, Kelley Student

ce

Center and the Cln:mom Cen-
ter.

Presentations will be judged
and winners in each. of the
utego:’lfu 'utllut receive 861‘0'3
second ea;’ and 860,' third

place. Winners will be an-

" nounced at an awards banquet

Friday evening.
Dr. J.G.n!‘?!grry' Hunt will

slated

the t. Hunt is a Paul
Whitfield  Horn professor of

management, professor of
health o tion,

ment, director of the In-
stitute for Leadership Re-
search at Texas Tech Univer-
sity, as well as author of vari-

ous articles, papers
and chapters.
The conference attracted 67

students representing 21 col-
leges and universities from
four states in 1994, its inau-

year.
For more information, con-
tact Giddens at 651-2439.

The tentative conference
rogram can be accessed at
ttp: | | www,wtamu.edu /re-

search /

Rehab

\ 4l
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HRMC'’s

Services. ..

| Hereford Regional Medical Center believes that patients
- should not have to travel far to receive quality health-
- care, especially when recovering from surgery or injury.

b Atver sll, the best medicine should be close o0 home.

. The Rehab Department at HRMC provides you with
. complete physical, occupational and speech therapy

> services. Our physical therapists treat patients with

. wounds, broken bones, sports injuries and provide

 therapy both before and after surgery. Our occupational
. therapists provide various hand and shoulder therapies
and other treatments to nursing home residents and
home health patients. And we have speech therapists
available to treat a variety of speech conditions.

Also st HRMC is the DBC Active Spine Care Clinic.
This program allows therapists to customize rehab -
programs to help reduce back and neck pain.

Hereford Regional Medical Center is committed to
offering quality and convenient rehabilitation to
patients in a friendly, caring environment.

This commitment reinforces our belief that the best
medicine is close to home.

HEREFORD REGIONAL

MEDICAL CENTER
The Best Medicine Is Close To Home.

When your breathing depends upon respiratory
equipment at home, ask for house calls by

ary Boeckman,

Marcia Baker,

Certified Respiratory herapists.

Certified Respiratory Therapy Technician  Certified Respiratory Therapy Technician

Call 364.4422 or 800.777.1064 today for your friends

with clinical experience.
National

= HoOome
e Health
Care

4
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INSIDE

‘W Texas’:
must for readers

By Donald M. Cooper
Hereford Brand Managing Editor

It looks like a coffee table
book and it feels like a coffee
table book, but “West Texas”
isn’t like other coffee table
books.

“West Texas” is a book
which should be read, not
{:'ltm ph:e'iil on a coffee table

pe it'll impress visitors.

The book, which has the
subtitle “A Portrait of Its
People and Their Raw and
Woundrous Land,” is a col-
laboration of two veteran
Texas journalists, Mike
Cochran and John Lum
And, after reading their k
I'm eonvmoed it was a labor
of love.

“West Texas” is more than
just a travel journal with
tos; it tells the story o
overlooked part of the state,
its people and their relation-
ship with their oft-times harsh
land and its climatic extremes.
For, more than any other re-
gion of Texas, the land con-
trols the people.

“The people came out here
to conquer the land, but only
made an uneasy peace with
it,” the authors quote F'on
Price, formerly with the Pan-
handle-Plains Historical Mu-
seum in Canyon.

West Texans truly do have
any uneasy truce with the
land, which is subject to wild
tarnldoes, brutal winter
norther’s, blistering heat
wavu and interminable

In the book, which grew
out of last fall's Associated
Puu series about West Texas
and written by Cochran and

Lumpkin, the authors present

)
“Daughter of Fortune” by
Isabel Allende (HarperCollins)
Nonfiction/General

1. “Tis: A Memoir” by Frank
McCourt (Scribner)

and
Evil,”

the colorful people
who've become almost
synonmous with the re-
gion,

There’s the conman
Billy Sol Estes, who ad-
mits he’s always just a
deal away from prison;
journalist Marj Ca
ter, whom the au
do-cribe as a “me

0!'8

ball; ranching legend
Watt Matthews;
Amarillo’s merﬁ' prank-
ster Stanley Marsh 3;
and Big Bend pioneer
Hallie Stillwell.

The book is filled with
humorous anecdotes and

WS

TENXN AN

“West Texas: A Portrait of Its People
and Their Raw and Wonderous
Land,” by Mike Cochran and John
Lunipkin; Texas Tech University
Press, Lubbock, 1999;
89762-426-3; 176 pages; $34.95.

ISBN: 0-

wry observations by the
people who live in this vast

. Included in the anec-
dotes is ‘the late Hereford
Brand Publisher O.G. “Speedy”
Nieman.

There'’s a lot of West Texas
that'’s left out of “West Texas,”
but it's only because there’s
so much to tell.

Its a fun book about a
colorful people. It may look
like a coffee table book, but
this is one you'll enjoy read-
ng. o

After nearly 40 years as an

elod the length and breadth of

Texas, and wrote two books,
“Texas vs. Davis,” about the
Cullen Davis murder trials,
“And Deliver Us From
a true-crime trilogy. A

y resident of Fort Worth, he is
-a contributing writer for the

Fort Worth Star-Telegram.

Lumpkin, who collaborated
with Cochran on “And Deliver
Us From Evil,” has been As-
sociated Press’ bureau chief in
Texas since 1982. He and
Cochran ' earlier collaborated
on a syndicated essay about
their travels in West Texas,
which 'served as the inspira-
tion for the book. Lumpkin
lives in Richardson. .

-

Photogaphs for the book
were taken by Ron Heflin, the
Texas photo editor for The
Associated Press. Based in Dal-
las, Heflin shared the 1999
Pulitzer Prize for feature pho-
tography. Before jom.mls
Associated Press efhn
worked . for the Newa-Star
(Monroe, La.), Tyler Morning
Telegraph and Fort Worth Star-
Telegram.

7. “Tom Clancy’s Net Force:

Hidden Agendas” by Tom Clancy,
Steve Pieczenik (Berkley) .

Prestamos

$100 a $467

Nuestras Horas son Lunes a Jueves 8:300 hasta 5:30
y Viernes 8:30 hasta 6:00.

{\Wﬂ&tm n tam

228 N. Main Street * Numero de telephono 364-6981
Aoopumoolpplwonnwbliphono

. he

lan Greenspan is
catching the
dickens from just
about everyone
with an interest in the
economy maintaining its
(over the limit) and

stock market heading John Cunniff
Associated Press

toward the stars.

He's catching it in print,
on the airwaves and on the
Internet. It's been suggested
that he's trying to m
the economy and that he
doesn’t understand stocks, and
that he should just butt out.

Clearly, Greenspan, the Fed-
eral Reserve chairman, doesn’t
enjoy a noisy party, especially
when the noise gets louder as
the hour grows late. This ex-

ion, he tries to explain, is

ust too old for such economic

revelry.

How do you

tell an old-

h'txir:let t.g act
age:

Greenspan's
nerves have
been tested
for three
years now,
ever since
won-
dered aloud
if investors
were irra-

tionally exu-

berant in late 1996, when the
market was about 40 percent
lower than now.

His latest concern is that
investors and financial institu-
tions might not be prepared
to take the “stress test.”

Greempan believes that risk

rs need to question
their nding assumptions, es-
pecially in regard to having
sufficient reserves in case of a
downturn.

Ever on the alert for the
E»'uibility of being blindsided,

is latest contains the
advice that “sharp reversals
occur abruptly, most often with
little advance notice.”

Lenders, he advised, should
consider setting aside some-

grown,of Texas i L
what higher contingency re- — ;
serves to cover losses as “in- T (806) 372-7696
evitably occur from time to |, (800) 372-6363

- panme:s 1 1 X t bl

time when investors suffer a
loss of confidence.”

Inherent in that statement
is a warning for borrowers
also, and that includes compa-
nies, consumers and the lend-
ing institutions themselves.
There's. an awful lot of bor-

rowing going on.

Business Week magazine
puts the issue succinctly. Con-
sider this, it says: “Total
household debt is now peril-
ousl{ close, at 98 percent, to

disposable annual in-
come.”

Credit makes the economy
go round, but it can run it
aground too. A sudden slow-
down — which, incidentally,
most economists do not fore-
see — could gather momen-
tum and feed on itself.

The partygoers don’t like
to hear this type of news, and

Someone has to worry

they'd just as soon people like
Greenspan would have a drink
and shut up. But even if they
got their way, the numbers
eventually would shout.

'l‘he):::i1 at the verge of do-
ing so t now. ;

When Greenspan made his
now famous observation about
investor irrationality back in
December 1996, stock market,
or money borrowed with stock

as collateral was $97.4
illion. In June of this year it
was $176.9 billion.

An old Wall Street adage is
that the market climbs a wall
of worry. But, as people like
Greenspan are prone to point
out, it can also rise on the
absence of worry.

Ma debt, as analyzed
by the Markets Cen-
ter, a Philomont, Va., think
tank, is derived from data
taken from New York Stock
Exchange member firms and
the Fed.

It leaves unanswered the
question of how much money
borrowed on 'the mar-
ket value of houses now
prop;nng up the stock market.

t's things of that sort that
worries the wallflower over in
the corner

E-mail the Brand at hbnews@witrt.net
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NATIONAL HOSPICE MONTH

Please join us for

pen L%OUSC

ovember 4, 1999
4:00 pm - 6:30 pm

1000 South Jefferson, Amarillo
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Come November 30, 1999, three Texas Lottery instant games will close ~ Break
the Bank, Sizzlin’ 7's and Diamonds in the Rough. You have until May 28, 2000,
to redeem any winning tickets for these games. You can win up to $30,000 |

playing Break the Bank, win up to $700 playing Sizzlin’ 7's and up to $4,000

GAME NOTICE

playing Diamonds in the Rough. You can claim prizes of up
to $599 at any Texas Lo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>