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Clinton links gas tax
cut, minimum wage

By H. JOSEF HEBERT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - President
Clinton is ready to go along with a
gasoline tax rollback, but Democratic
and Republican lawmakers still can’t
agree on how to make it happen.
Some economists doubt the savings
will be passed along to motorists
anyway.

With soaring pump prices
generating election-year heat, a key
House committee today was ready to
vote on temporarily repealing a 4.3
cent per gallon gasoline surcharge
that was imposed three years ago as
part of a Clinton deficit-reduction
package.

In the Senate, the issue continued
1o be bogged down in squabbling over
whether the tax should be linked to
a proposal increasing the federal
minimum wage.

On Wednesday, Clinton said he
would agree to the temporary tax
repeal, but would sign the bill only
if he also got from Congress separate
legislation increasing the $4.25 an
hour minimum wage. And he said
both bills must bc without added,
unrelated provisions - which he called
“‘poison pills™ - that would force a
presidential veto.

“I'am offcring a way to brecak the
logjam,"” Clinton declared at a White
House news confcrence.

Housc Spcaker Newt Gingrich,
R-Ga., today accused the president
of “phony posturing’ inclaiming his
rcmarks were non-political. Inter-
viewed on ABC's **Good Morning
Amcrica,” Gingrich said, ““I think
that's why pcople sometimes are ured
of Washington, because so much ol
it 1s mislcading and phony and so
much of it i1s posturing. I frankly
think it’s sad.”™

Gingrich also defended the
proposed gas tax cut. He said
Republicans would cut spending to
offset the loss of revenue and said the
plan is consistent with GOP thinking.

The 4.3 ccnt surcharge was
enacted in 1993 withouta single GOP
vote. Under the GOP rollback
proposal, the tax would be lifted
through the cnd of the year. A
permancnt cut in the tax would be
taken up later.

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole,
R-Kan., who had brought the gasoline
tax issue into the spotlight when he
called for arollback two weeks ago,
said he might offer separate bills.
Senate Democrats said they still
wanted to have the opportunity to
offer amendments, so the Senate
stalemate showed no sign of being
resolved immediately.

Some economists told lawmakers
that the tax savings might never make
itto the nation’s gas pumps and have
little real impact on prices as long as
gasoline supplies remain tight
because of summer driving demand.

Gasoline prices have soared by 20
cents or more a gallon since February
and exceeded $2 a gallon in some
arcas such as California.

“I don’t think you’ll sce 1t,”
Philip Verleger, an oil industry
analyst for Charles River Associates,
told a House Commerce subcommit-
tec Wednesday when asked whether
a tax cut would mecan a price
reduction.

Verleger said market forces will
dictate whether refiners and retailers
pass on the savings. “It's not going
to get reflected in the retail price,
certainly not until after Labor Day,”
he predicted.

“The rcfiners arc going to have a
strong incentive to put it in their
pocketand rejoice,” suggested Rep.
John Dingcll, D-Mich.

Jan Paul Acton, an cconomist for
the Congressional Budget OfTice, said
that traditionally only about half of
fucl tax reductions cnd up as rctail
price reductions.

“Whatever the price cnds up
being, it will be 4.3 cents lower,”
Dolc insisted. He suggested that the
lcgislation  might  contain  some
provision that would prevent industry
from taking the savings as incrcascd
profit.

“We're going to protect the
service station manager'™ by giving
ataxcredit “and inrcturn he's going
to protect you,"” Dole said.

Oilindustry analysts said gasoline
pricing is so complex that a tax
recduction might simply be offsct by
aprice incrcase causced by somcthing
clse.

Celebrating the TAAS

Sophomores at Hereford High School were treated by the
administration and teachers to cake and soft drinks on Wednesday
afternoon to celebrate the school’s scores on the TAAS tests.
Last year, low scores caused the school to be designated by
the state as "low-performing.” Preliminary scores from the Texas
Assessment of Academic Skills tests show dramatic increases
in the passing rates overall and among specific cthni.c and socio-

economic categories.

“You won’tsee a $1.29 on onc day
and $1.24 the next,” said John
Lichtblau, chairman of the Petrolcum
Industry Rescarch Foundation, which
is funded by the oil companics.

Charles DiBona, president of the
American Petrolcum Institute, said
he was convinced that “almostall of
(the tax cut) is going to comce back o
the consumer sooncr rather than later”
but that the effcct of the tax rollback
might not be rcadily apparcnt 1o
consumers.

Democrats accused Dole, the
presumptive GOP presidential nomince,
of using the gasoline tax issuc for
political gain. It’s “the worst pandering
I"ve seen in my 76 ycars,” charged
Rep. Sam Gibbons, D-Fla., a member
ol the House Ways and Mcans
Committce.

Scn. BennettJohnston, D-La., said
it would be impossible to draw up
Icgislation and enforce provisions that
would require oil companies Lo pass
Lax savings on L0 moLorists.

By JEFF ZELENY
Associated Press Writer

BEATRICE, Neb. (AP) - Sue and
Gary Epp huddled in their basement
bedroom, listening to atornado suck
the windows and their belongings out
into the night. Seconds later, the
storm rippcd away the house's roof.

At lcast a dozen homes near
Beatrice were destroyed Wednesday
night, torn apart by high winds as a
string of thunderstorms packing hail,
hard rain and tornadoes moved
through the Midwest and Ohio
Valley.

No major injuries were reported,
but the storms forced dozens of
people to evacuate and knocked out
power to thousands. One person was
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Spring cleaning

Sheryl Michael uses a high-pressure hose to clean floor mats at the Hereford Aquatic Center
on Wednesday as employees of the facility take partin routine maintenance this month. The
inflatable bubble that covered the large pool at the Aquatic Center was removed on Wednesday.
The facility is expected to be -losed a couple of weeks for cleaning and maintenance.

Tornadoes rip Midwest, Ohio Valley

missing in a flood in Missouri.

In Beatrice, Mrs. Epp said the
family didn’thave much time torcact
1o the tornado. By the time we hit

thc floor, wc could hecar glass
brcaking,” she said.
When  the storm’s  fury  had

subsided, Gary Epp rushed upstairs
and found his brother’s terrified
famty crouched in the bathtub. Only
the bathroom wall remained.

Atlcast 10 people in Beatrice were
treated for minor inyurics, mostly cuts
from flying glass

The city of about 12,000 was left
amcess: Schools were canceled today,
and water pourcd through holes in the
rool ol the city auditorium.

At the height of the storm, about

80 percent of the city was without
clectrical  power, Mayor Paul
Korslund said.

Elsewhere, tornadoes toppled trees
in southern and southwestern Ohio.
High winds knocked out power to
about 5,000 American Electric Power
customers, mostly on Columbus’
north.side and in its suburbs.

In castern-central Ilinois, La Place
was under 3 to 5 feet of water and
olficials evacuated a large portion of
the town. More than 100 people fled
Birds, I11., ncar the Indiana state line,
as flash floods moved through the
region

In Scymour, Ind., at lcast two
homes were destroyed and about a
dozen houses lost their roofs.

In western Missouri, the storms
pushed some rain-swollen rivers out
of their banks. In Johnson County,
floodwaters sweptaway a hitchhiker
He was still missing carly today; the
driver was rescued.

Some roads were flooded ncar
Lincoln, Neb., wherc about 6 inches
of rain fell on Wednesday.

In Beatrice, Gary Epp said any
possessions that were left were
strewn about, soaked by drenching
rains.

“They are justlucky tobe alive,”
Epp said of his relatives, looking over
property that was littcred across the
front lawn.

Women worry more about finances,

By JOHN HENDREN
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) - Compared
with men, women worry more about
finances, have a gloomier economic
outlook and are more likely to think
about money than sex, according to
a Money magazine poll released
today.

More than half of the women
surveyed said they would have
trouble paying an unexpected $1,000
bill, compared with one-third of men,
Money said in its 11th annual
““Americans and Their Money” poll,
to be published in the magazine'’s
June issue.

“Women were more downbeat
than men on almost every issue
relating to their own finances and to
the economy,” said Adam Richard,
senior vice president of the Willard
& Shullman polling firm, which
conducted the survey.

Sixty percent of women said they
think more about money than sex,
compared with 34 percent of men.
Nearly a third of women said they
often fret over money, compared with
only 17 percent of men. And 24
percent of women expect the United
States to face a serious recession
soon, compared with 16 percent of
men.

Women may worry more because
they pay closer attention to
microeconomics, said Lauren Locker,
a Totowa, N.J., financial planner.

“They’re the ones carting the kids
back and forth, running to the
cleaners and doing the food shop-
ping,” she said. ““Men tend to not be
as involved in that. Men are bottom
line people. Women are line-by-line
people.”

Kim Voss, a sociology professor
at the University of California at
Berkeley, said women are more
worried ‘‘because they're poorer.”

“If you're alrcady fecling
insecure, you're also concerned about
the future,” she said.

Women carn an average of 76
cents for each dollar carned by men,

the magazine said. In the survey, only
onc in five women said they carn
what they deserve, compared with
ncarly one in three men

Despite the gender gap, men and
women had a mixture of hope and
fcar Tor the economy

Fifty-scven percent  of all
respondents said the American dream
isstillattainablc, up from 52 percent
last year. But ncarly six out of 10 said
the nation’s economy is in a long
term decline, a dramatic increasc over
the 43 percent who said so four ycars

ago.

Asked toname their top job worry
from nine choices, the largest group
of respondents, 41 percent, picked
“low raises.”” Wages and benefits
rosc by 2.9 percent for American
workers in 1995, the smallest increasc
in 15 years.

On politics:

- 39 percent said they would vote
for President Clinton, while 25
percent planned to pick Secnate
Majority Leader Bob Dole, in a ficld
cvenly divided among Democrats,

survey in Money magazine reveals

Republicans and independents.

- 41 percent said taxes will rise if
Dole is elected president, while 38
percent said taxcs would rise under
a second term for Clinton.

- 20 percent said they would bg
better off financially with Clinton as
president, while 29 percent said they
would fare better under Dole.

The mail-in survey was conducted
in February and March. It included
responses from 1,218 houschold
decision-makers and had amargin or
error of 2.9 percent percentage points

PSF owned no tobacco stock
until management firms hired

By PEGGY FIKAC
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN (AP) - The Permanent
School Fund had no tobacco holdings
when the state hired private compa-
nies ~to manage part of the
multibillion-dollar trust fund. Now
it has $9 million invested in tobacco.

State Board of Education members
next week will discuss the issue,
following a call by Texas Attorney
General Dan Morales for state
investment funds to consider
unloading tobacco stocks.

Morales has sued tobacco
companies in federal court. He said
the stocks reasonably could be
considered a poor investment because
of such litigation.

He also said Texas shouldn’t
invest in an industry ‘‘that so
callously seeks to benefit from the
innocence and addictions of
unknowing citizens and children.”

“I think it’ll help in my efforts to
eliminate all tobaceo stocks,” State
Board of Education Chairman Jack
Christic of Houston said Wednesday
of Morales’ position,

Christie long has argued that
tobacco stocks were a poor invest-

ment “because of the tendency of the
population to consider smoking
unpopular ... the value of the stock
would be hurt by this unpopularity.™

In addition, he says, “Wecan'tin
any way, shape or form encourage
business promotion of addictive
nicotine to the children of Texas.”

The approximatcly $13 billion
public school trust fund once had $99
million in tobacco investments,
officials said. But it sold those stocks
before hiring three external money
managers last year to invest $3.5
billion of the fund’s assets, officials
said.

Two of those managers, Capital
Guardian Trust Co. of Los Angeles
and Boston-based Wellington
Management Co., since have invested
atotal $9 million in tobacco, officials
said.

Representatives of those compa-
nics rcfused to comment.

“We just don’t comment on
anything having to do with any of our
clients, and we also don’t comment
on any of our individual holdings,”
said Capital Guardian’s John
Lawrence.

Lisa Finkel, Wellington vice

president, said, “We don’t comment
publicly on any portfolio management
decision we make for any client.”

The third company hired by the
state, Harbor Capital Management,
manages more than $1.3 billion of
Texas fund with no tobacco invest-
ments.

““We feel that the legal pressures
on the (tobacco) companies are
broadening, and the likelihood of a
class-action suit is incrcased, and we
feel that there might be some legal
liability there. We feel we've got
plenty of alternatives thatdon’thave
those kinds of risks,” said Malcolm
Pimie of Harbor, which is based in
Boston and has an Austin office.

Christie said State Board of
Education members’ wishes on
tobac¢o investments may be
discerned at next week'’s discussion
and relayed to the external managers.

The Dallas Moming News has
reported that the four state funds have
more than $524 million in tobacco,
of $79 billion in total holdings. The
biggest is the Teacher Retirement
System, with $413 million of its
$49.3 billion in total holdings in
tobacco.
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(Local Roundup ) Merit of space station challenged

Chance of rain on Friday

Hereford recorded a high temperature Wednesday of 98 degrees,
with an overnight low Thursday of 64 degrees, according to
KPAN Radio. For tonight, the forecast calls for partly cloudy
skies with a low in the lower 60s and southwest winds of 10-20
mph, with occasional gusts possible. For Friday, there is a 20
percent chance of thunderstorms. Skies will be partly cloudy
and the high will be in the upper 70s. Winds will be from teh
north to northeast at 10-20 mph.

(Emergency S’ervices)

Emergency services reports for the
24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
Thursday contained the following
information.

HEREFORD POLICE

A 23-year-old male was arrcsted
for assault/domestic violence.

Two juvenile females were
arrested in connection with a fight in
the 200 block of Avenue J in which
two teachers attempting to scparate
the pair were injured. Class C assault
charges are expected to be filed.

Disorderly conduct was reported
in the 800 block of East Park Avcnue
in which three females -- two of them
juveniles -- were shouting obscenitics
at the complainant.

Shoplifting was reported in the 500
block of North 25 Mile Avenue. A
22-yecar-old female was cited in
conncction with the alleged incident.

Aucmpted theft of beer was
reportcd at a local convenience store.
A juvcnile attempted to'leave with
beer, but was confronted by an
employce, who wrestled the beer
away from the suspect.

Class C assault was reportcd at a
local school, where two female

female in a classroom. Charges are
expected to be filed.

A domestic disturbance was
reported in the 100 block of Avenue
H involving a husband and wife. No
charges were filed.

Telephone harassment was
reported in the 100 block of Fuller.

Disorderly conduct was reported
by a woman who said another female
had called her obscene names.

Officers issued 20 citations.

There was one minor traffic
accident reported in the King’s Manor
Mcthodist Home parking lot.

DEAF SMITH SHERIFF

A 24-year-old male was arrested
by deputies in Plainview on a bench
warrant.

A rcport was filed of juvenile
problems.

Burglary was reported.

Criminal non-support
reported.

A weclfare concern was reported.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
No ca'ls.

was

EMS
Ambulances ran on onc transfer to

juveniles allegedly assaulted another Amarillo.

(Courthou,se Records

COUNTY COURT
DISPOSITIONS

State vs. Yvette Casarez, 28, theft
by check; 180 days probated two
years, $195 court costs, May 1.

State vs. David Danley, 27, theft
by check; $100 fine, $195 court costs,
May 1.

State vs. Ramiro Medeles, 33,
driving while license suspended; 30

days in jail, $500 fine, $187 court -

costs, May 1. :

State vs. Antonio Barrientez,
possession of marijuana, under two
oz.; 180 days probated six months,
$300 fine, $175 court costs, May 1.

State vs. Thomas Jerome Robbins,
18, a/k/a T.J. Robbins, sale of alcohol
to a minor; 90 days probated one
year, $300 finc, S187 court costs,
May 1.

State vs. Ricardo Lopez Foster, 33,
a/k/a Rick Foster, terroristic threat;
90 days probated onc year, $100 fine,
$187 court costs, May 1, 1996

State vs. Jose Gabriel Martinez,
25, false report to police officer; 30
daysin jail, $175 court costs, May 1.

State vs. Oscar Rivera, 53, evading
detention; 90 days probated one ycar,
$200 fine, $187 court costs, May 1.

State vs. Juan Cardena, 41, theft
by-check; $100 fine, $175 court costs,

May 1.
JUSTICE OF PEACE
COURT

Dcaf Smith County vs. Scortex
Corp., a/k/a Roadway Investment
Corp. delinquent taxcs, court costs,
$1,256.99, paid, April 10.

Hereford Independent  School
District vs. Herminia Rangel,
delinquent taxes, court costs, $85.41,
paid, April 11.

Dcaf Smith County vs. Jesse
Enriquez, delinquent taxes, court
costs, $135.13, paid, April 30.

Jeff Nielsen, Comfort Air
Commercial Services, vs. Paul
Torres, past doe account, court Costs,
$132.46, paid, May 6.

Olympics security plan
is criticized by senator

By LAURA MYERS
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
command post is set, base camps
found, contingency plans made and
portable latrines and showers ready.
Let the Games begin.

At this summer’s Olympics the
16,500 athletes will barely 6utnumber
the 14,000 U.S. military personnel,
part of the Defense Department’s $50
million plan to provide security at the
international sporting event.

As critics .see it, the Atlanta
Olympics will have too much of a
military look as uniformed troops do
everything from help keep soccer
ficlds green to chauffeuring athletes
from 200 countries. '

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said
Wednesday that nonsecurity spending
in the plan is a waste of tax dollars.
He especially objected to buying U.S.

"troops Georgia commercial bus

licenses and paying them to-drive P

Olympic athletes, help keep soccer
fields irrigated with large bladders of
walter and operate barges in Savannah
for yacht races.

“It’s just a rip-off. It’s disgrace-
ful,” McCain said. “The Atlanta
Olympics is having a lot of problems
financially and they're just trying to
fill the gap by using Department of
Decfcnse money.”

The Atlanta Committee for the
Olympic Games says it expects (o
break even on its $1.7 billion budget.
In its last financial report to an

versight committee in February,

COG said it is $200 million short
but expects to make up most of the
gap with proceeds from sales of
tickets and souvenirs.

Defense Secretary William Perry
defended the security cost, saying it
was authorized by in the
1996 defense bill and in congressio-
nal sessions dating to 1994, He

cmphasized that a military presence
will provide insurance against
violence at the games.

“I think it is appropriate for the
Defense Department to provide that
security support for the Olympics,”
Perry said. “This is a big undertak-
ing.”

McCain sent a letter April 24 to
John Hamre, the Defense Department
comptroller, objecting to some $4.2
million in spending. The senator, who
"has long tried to cut “pork” from the
defense budget, lost congressional
battles in 1994 and 1995 to ensure the
government is reimbursed for military
Olympic costs if the Atlanta games
make a profit.

Last month, McCain won a small
victory when the Senate Armed
Service Committee agreed to restrict
the latest $12.2 million in Olympic
military spending to security

He said there is no way the
government will be reimbursed for
itsexpenses. ‘“We're not going to see
it,”" he said. “It’s a lost cause.”

The Defense Department said the
Atlanta games could owe them up to
$1 million for several very specific
nonsecurity jobs.

The military held a backround
briefing Wednesday on its Olympic
efforts.

The Defense Department is the
lead security agency for the July 19
to Aug. 4 games. Its main role is to
provide a high-profile umiform
presence on roads and in fields 1o
discourage violence.

On the expected peak day of
activity, July 27, nearly 1,000
military bus and van drivers will be
among 7,000 swarming the
three-mile radius Olympic “ring of
activities” and outlying events.
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House opponents mount new offensive against program

By MICHELLE MITTELSTADT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - The space
station’s merit is being challenged
once again as House opponents of the
multibillion-dollar pu:lgmm mount
the first of their annual attempts to
kill it.

Rep. Tim Roemer, a dogged critic
of the huge NASA project, was to
offer an amendment later today that
would strip the science authorization
bill of the $2.1 billion earmarked for
the space station next year.

Should that measure fail, as is
expected, the Indiana Democrat
would return with a second amend-
ment that would slash up to $100
million from the space station’s
budget authorization.

It’s only fair that the space station
take a financial hit at a time when
spending for education and other
programs is being trimmed, Roemer
spokesman Chris Mehl said Wednes-

day. 0y &
It 1s a fairly modest cut,” he

said. “The idea is that everything (in
the budget) will take a shot.”

The effect of the proposed cut was
disputed by space station supporters,
who circulated a letter to House
colleagues saying any funds lost
“‘would devastate a program that has
succeeded in staying on schedule and
within budget despite extremely
difficult circumstances.”’

Roemer has crusaded for years to
terminate the space station, arguing
that the nation can ill afford its cost
at a time of massive budget deficits
and cutbacks in other federal
programs. Others worry that the space
station is siphoning precious dollars
from other NASA programs.

The space station, much of which
is under development at Johnson
Space Center near Houston, is due to
be completed in 2002. The first
shuttle launch beginning station
construction is set for November
1997. .

Critics came closest to killing the
program on the House floor in 1993,

%

West Central proclamation

Hereford Mayor Bob Josserand signs a proclamation declaring Friday to bé West'Central
School Day in Hereford while members of the school’s Student Action Committee watch.
Shown are, from left, Crystal Ruiz, Russell Carr, Stewart Carr and Brandon Bigham. The
school will mark its 20th anniversary with a reception en Friday.

West Central School to celebrate
anniversary with reception Friday

West Central Intermediate School
will cclebrate 20 years of educating
children on Friday with a spccial
reception to honor past students,
teachers and administrators.

The reception will be held at 3
p.m. in the school, 120 Campbell.

The culmination of the reception
will be the dedication of amonument
that was constructed in front of the
school that honors Old Central
School, for which West Central was
named.

West Central openced its doors for
the 1975-76 school ycar, replacing
Old Central, which had been built in
1910 and had scrved a number of
functions during the ycars.

Atits closing, Old Central was an
clementary school. It was torn down
last fall after having been condemned
scveral times since 1975.

The company that did the
demolition donated 100 bricks from
the building to West Central. Those
bricks -- supplemented bv additional

when they fell one vote shy of
terminating funding. Station
supporters rebounded the following
year, rebuffing an attempt to kill the
program by a hearty 278-155 margin,
They added to their support in two
House votes last year.

Roemer and his allies may be
he by concerns over Russia’s
ability to meet its financial commit-
ment to the international venture.
They also note that they picked up
four new supporters when the House
Science Committee defeated
Roemer’s amendments last month,

Space station defenders are quietly
confident they can hold Roemer off.

““We're optimistic that we can beat
it back,” said Tony Rudy, &
spokesman for House Majority Whip
Tom DelLay. The Sugar Land
Republican’s district is home to many
Johnson Space Center employees.

‘““We are working hard to see that
those amendments are defeated,”
Rudy said.

Rep. Bud Cramer, an Alabama
crat whose district includes
Flight Center, added:
““This is a fight for our jobs and a
fight for the of NASA. If we

were to giveup on the space station,
«msﬁ?m g up on America's
role as the world in Eu."
Station supporters say they are
irritated by the .i“allm votes on l:
program’s survival, Congress
voted on the station’s future 28 times.
“Can you think of any other
program that has been subject to that
much congressional scrutiny?"
DeLay and other station
said in their leuer Wednud:_y'.'

Congress should “‘get off NASA’s
back,” Cramer said.

_ NASA estimates it will cost $17.4
billion to finish design and construc-
tion of the space station, along with
an additional $13 billion to operate
it over a decade. More than $15
billion has been spent so far on the
project.

Students set
UIL records

at Walcott

Students at Walcott School
recently completed their UIL Literary
competition season, ending the year
with the highest number of points
ever earned by the students.

Twenty-nine students took partin
literary events at Spade and Cotton
Center, scoring a total of 359.8
points.

One student, Jessica Matsler, also
set a school record to most points
scored by one student.

She earned 56 points with first
placé wins in Oral Reading and
Dictionary Skills, second place in
Spelling, third in Maps, Graphs and
Charts, and a sixth in Ready Writing.

To put the accomplishment in
perspective, the entire Walcott team
scored 39 points in 1986 and 45
points in 1987. ‘

Will McGowan was the only other
student to garer more than 30 points,
claiming 30.5 points with second

" place finishes in Spelling and

bricks donated by the Whiteface
Kiwanis Club -- were used to build
a monument to Old Central. The
monument contains a photograph of
Old Central and a plaque commemo-
rating the-history of the school.

Friday’s celebration is the
culmination of a full week of
activities at the campus.

On Friday, students will be served
birthday cake. There will be a balloon
relecase during the dedication
cercmony, and the West Central
Honor Choir will <ine at that time.

New council at Denver City gets
resignation to relieve problem

By MARK BABINECK
Associated Press Writer

DENVER CITY, Texas (AP) -
This is where King Cotton meets the
oil patch on the West Texas
countryside and, according to the
former city manager, billion-dollar
decisions were made with divine
intervention.

The city’s leadership was to
become more earthly this morning
when a new city council takes over.
Its first task was to replace Ray
Hohstadt, who would have been fired
as city manager had he not quit
Monday.

Hohstadt has refused comment
since citing “‘personal difficulties and
... stress” in his resignation letter two
days after the ¢lection.

The outspoken forces against him
say open rovcmmem and fiscal
responsibility are about to return to
this city of about 5,000 people located
90 miles southwest of Lubbock on the
rim of the oil-rich Permian Basin.

“It’s a sign that the citizens of
Denver City are involved once again
in their town,” said Dr. Larry Boyd,
who was elected to the council
Saturday with businessmen John
Madden and Kenny Harris.

The three, teamed with councilman
Sid Reinert, formed an anti-Hohstadt
majority.

Critics blasted Hohstadt, the city
ma r for the last decade, for his

of the unit of the Wasson Oil

Id near the city even after lawyers

_and advisers told him it was unlikely
10 work.

The failed attempt could cost the
city around $500,000.

More recently, Hohstadt was
criticized for paying $37,000 in
unapproved bonuses and claiming
that Jesus Christ typed - through
Hohstadt’s fingers - the city's
five-year plan, which included buying
the oil field.

“I had spots - at the time I had
some illness, and [ had spots that was
in my eyes that I couldn’t see the
screen well, and I said that ... Jesus

Christ ... gave me the words, because pri

I couldn’t really see the screen well,”
Hohstadt said in a sworn deposition,
referring to thecity’s financial plan,

Hohstadt deTenders, including
Mayor Royce Hemmeline, the
defeated council members and
Midland attorney William Kerr, who
was retained by the city, either
declined to comment or were
unavailable.

The Wasson Oil Field was valued
at about $650 million, but Denver
City officials were willing to pay
more than §1 billion had they secured
tax-exempt status for borids which
they planned to use to buy the

mdul's feasibility hinged upon
gaining the tax-free status, which
Austin-based financial adviser
Melinda Ballard said the Internal
Revenue Service could have taken
three to determine.

“They should have checked the
legalities of it before

, else,” said Ms.

adding the deal, which could

have been worth more than $1 billion,
wasn't a pipe dream originally.

She expressed con&doace that
investment bankers would it
because the bond value would have
been protected by the land’s vast
petroleum resources.

City Auorney Jerry Corbin
resigned when Hohstadt maintained
pursuit of the deal even after
receiving advice from him and others
to the contrary.

Meanwhile, Shell Oil, the land’s
ncipal owner, maintained all along
it didn’t seek to sell.

“Ican’timagine we wouldn't have
willing sellers,” said Ms. Ballard,
who is suing the city for a $150,000
fee she says the city owes her.

Her contract stipulated that the city

had to pay her if it didn't terminate

her deal by Oct. 15, 1995, which it

didn’t. She says she met the terms,

which were to find a bond backer and

a willing seller, which she believes

Shell would have been.

Thecity already has paid $216,000
10 Nwev«'k consultant Jeff Ader.
Hohstadt compared Ader to Moses
because he could lcad r City
““out of the economic wi that
we were in.” ¥

including a

Other attorneys’
: with Ms, ‘zz
city about $500,000. onh
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Listening and fourth place in Music.

Other students to Bp!act.', in ' more
than one event were: Brice West with
25.3 points; Kassi Walker, 25 points;
Juanita Davis, 21 points; Daniel
Stringham, 20 points; Belinda
Fangman, 19 points; and Thad
Guseman, 14 points.

Bryan Badillo was the only student
to place first in one single event. He
carncd 15 points with a first place
finish in Creative Writing.

Clarissa Zamora earned a total of
8.3 points, claiming sixth place in
Ready Writing and fourth in Art,

Two students cach earned second
place awards in single events -- Brady
Matysek in Maps, Charts and Graphs,
and Jeff Jesko in Number Sense.
Evan Isaacson and Braden West each
carmed 10 points for third-places
finishes in Oral Reading and Story
Telling, respectively.

Five points were awarded to Jacob
Lantz and Frankie Childers for their
third-place finishes in Art, while
Carrie Meyer and Breanna Bruegel
earned five points cach for thirds in
music.

Other Walcott UIL Literary
participants were:

Jenny Janitell, Kyla Coleman,
Sadra Daniels, Chance Wade, Tanya
Adams, Glen Castro, Amber Scott,
Lindsay Keeping, Amber Meyer,
Adam Badillo and James Hilliard.

Lottery )

AUSTIN (AP) - No tickets
correctly matched all six numbers
drawn Wednesday night for the
twice-weekly Lotto Texas game, state
lottery officials said. The jackpot was
worth $4 million.

The numbers drawn from a field
of 50 were: 17-22-25-30-40-50.

AUSTIN (AP) - The Pick
3 numbers drawn Wednesday by the
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Fortenberry named
director for FWISD

Steve Fortenberry, a 1978 graduate
of Hereford School, will
become director Mdptopum
for the Fort Worth
School District 20.
is currently with Charles,
La., schools.

Fortenberry has served as chief
financial officer for the Calcasieu
Parish School board in Lake Charles,
La., the past eight years. He is
chairman of the deacon board at First
Baptist Church in Lake Charles.

Bornin Plainviow.l’mmh
a graduate of Texas Tech Uni y.
He began his career with the Dallas

office of Arthur Andersen & Co. as
a staff auditor before joining the

Plano school district as accountant.

He later became Plano ISD’s assistant

director of finance.

Dr. Ron Knight, currently an

assistantsuperintendent at Highland

Park and Fortenberry's supervisor in
Plano, speaks highly of his former
associate. "He is one of the brightest
and best in the school finance
business.” Knight was formerly a
school finance expert with the Texas
Education Agency.

Steve and his wife, Becky, have
a son, Stephen, 11, and a daughter,
Tracy, 8. Fortenbery is the son of
Eldon and Nelda Fortenberry, and the
grandson of Ruth Fortenberry and
Inez Vititow, all of Hereford.

Bartlett installs officers
for Garden Beautiful

The Garden Beautiful Club held
installation of officers for the coming
year when it met for the final meeting
of this club year at Something
Special.

Installed were Marguerite Cole,
president; Leona Andrews, first vice
president; Bessie Story, second vice
president; Jerrye Wheeler, recording
secretary; Louise Streun, historian;
Jeanne Dowell, treasurer; and Doris
Bryant, reporter.

Ruth Bartlett from Canyon, former
club member, served as installing
officer. She used the theme "Say It
with Flowers." Each new officer
received a flower that represented an
attitude for her office. Gold repre-
sented faith; red, courage; white,
hope; and each one was committed

Support group

to meet Sunday

The Parkinson Support will
meet at 3 p.m. Sunday at 825 S.
Miles.

For information, call Valarie
Manley at 364-1736 or 364-8022,

to having patience, kindness and
thoughtfulness.

Others present for the installation
were Vada Axe, Thelma Axe, Ruby
Carmichael, Dorothy Noland and
Helen Spinks.

Lodge observes
Mother's Day

Lucille Lindeman was hostess
Tuesday evening as Hereford
Rebekah Lodge #228 observed
Mothers’ Day.

Games were played with prizes for
winners. Susie Curtsinger furnished
piano music as members joined in
singing old hymns.

The Rebekahs will conduct a bake
sale on May 18 starting at 9 a.m. at
Homeland Super Market.

Other members present were Anna
Conklin, Ben Conklin, Tony Irlbeck,
Jessie Matthews, Leona Sowell, Sadie
Shaw, Irene Merritt, Nelma Sowell,
Dennie Brillhart, Rosalie Northcutt,
Mary Lou Weatherford, Ursalee
Jacobsen and Dorothy Lundry.

( Ann Landers )

Dear Ann Landers: My mother,
59 and divorced, has been
my 38-year-old brother, ‘‘Dean,” for
the past 20 years while he’s been
attending college in another state.
Dean holds two master's degrees and
has been working on his Ph.D. The
school told him he could complete his
doctorate in six months because of
previous research, but four menths
have passed, and Dean still has not
settled on the subject matter; Every
month that goes by costs my mother
another $1,000.

My father stopped sending Dean
money years ago, saying he was old
enough to support himself. Mean-
while, my mother works a lot of
overtime. She says Dean will
eventually pay back all the money she
has given him, but she hasn’t kept
track of how much that is.

Ann, my brother is obviously a
career student. He's afraid of the real
world and will probably stay in
academe forever. I don’t think my
mother is doing him any favors by
supporting him.

Occasionally, Mom hints that she
would have peace of mind if she were
sure that I would support her when
she gets too old to work. My husband
and I have labored hard and long to
get where we are. When we retire,
we'd like to travel a bit. It's
depressing to think we might not be
able to have some of these pleasures
in our golden years because we will
have to take care of my mother.

My husband and I believe Dean
should take care of Mom. He owes it
to her. Am I being selfish? Is it
unreasonable to think Dean has a
greater responsibility here? Please
advise me. -- Frustrated in Pensacola,
Fla.

Dear Pensacola: Of course Dean
has a greater responsibility, but don't
count on him seeing it that way. And
don’t count on Déan repaying the
money he has accepted from your
mother, either.

I suggest that you and your
husband stash away some money on
a regular basis so when the time
comes, you will be able to do the
traveling you have always wanted to
do, and pay someone to look after
your mother, if necessary.

Manufacturers feel anti-lock brakes are
good safety feature despite controversy

COLLEGE STATION -- Almost
all new passenger vehicles are
equipped with an anti-lock braking
system. Now some are wondering
whether the anti-lock brakes are
working perlyorifmeymbcing
misused by the driver.

"There’s been a lot of concern
lately about the anti-lock braking
system in the newer vehicles,” said
Janie Harris, traffic safety specialist
for the Texas Agricul Extension
Service. "The manufacturers of the
vehicles feel this is a very good safety
feature, however there has been some
controversy about the braking system,
and whether they actually work or
not."

The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety has issued statements
claiming anti-lock brakes do not
provide a substantially shorter
stopping distance on dry pavement
nor have they reduced the number of
crashes in vehicle insurance claims,

General Motors has released
statements saying that their anti-lock
brakes will give shorter stopping
distances with the exception of gravel
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roads where stopping distances may
be longer, but the driver will still
benefit from increased steerability.

The national Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) in
cooperation with Coordinated
Campaign Safe and Sober is warning
drivers not to pump the brakes of cars
equipped with anti-lock braking
systems or A-B-S".

"If you pump anti-lock brakes,"
Harris said, "they are actually
impaired. They will not brake like
they should. Drivers should hit the
brake hard and maintain pressure
until they come to a stop."

NHTSA reports that anti-lock
brakes prevent skidding and loss of
control, improves steering and
reduces stopping distances on wet
pavement, but may have increased
distances on loose gravel,
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Rockers
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Bird Baths, Planter, Bird Houses &
Feeders, Garden Plaques,
Windchimes, Decorative Outdoor
Faucets, Sun Faces, Cushions,

Randy Miller, service manager for
Tom Light Chevrolet in Bryan said
he advises everyone who buys a new
car with anti-lock brakes to go out
and practice to find out how the
brakes feel when used ina panic stop
situation.

"I use a gravel road or a wet
parking lot, anywhere that you can
control your surroundings and there
is no danger to anybody else," Miller
said. "A lot of people-never do that."

Miller said it scares a lot of people
when they use anti-lock brakes for the
first time in an emergency stop.

"After you have a habit of
pumping your brakes for years,”
Harris said, "it’s hard to change that

habit. So if you have anti-lock brakes,
you may need to practice just putting
hard pressure on your brakes to get
the feel of it."
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g engagements,

Dear Ann Landers: What with
weddings and
ons just around the corner,
we have made some new gift rules at
our house. Perhaps you might like to
pass them along. Here they are:

Until you have written a thank-you
note, you cannot: wear it, show it,
read it, watch it, eat it, spend it, play
with it or use it.

Sign me -- Someone Who Has
Given Gifts and Received No
Acknowledgment (Indiana)

Dear Someone: | like those gift
rules. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if
more houses had them? (P.S. For
parents who clip columns for their
children, this one is a keeper.)

Dear Ann Landers: I was invited
to the home of a co-worker for lunch.
That morning, she phoned to say
another guest was bringing “a
friend,” and her table could seat only
four. She asked me to come after they
had eaten. I was offended and made
an excuse about not being able to
come at all. How would you have
responded? -- Amarillo

Dear Amarillo: I would have been
completely upfront and told her,
“Thank you, but the invitation no
longer interests me.”’

That friend needed to be taught
something about decent manners.
You lost a good opportunity.

Lonesome? Take charge of your
life and turn it around. Write for Ann
Landers’ new booklet, “How to
Make Friends and Stop Being
Lonely.” Send a self-addressed, long,
business-size cnvelope and a check
or moncy order for $4.25 (this
includes postage and handling) to:
Friends, ¢/o Ann Landers, P.O. Box

11562, Chicago, I11. 60611-0562. (In

Canada, send $5.15.)
ANN LANDERS (R) COPYRIGHT 1996

CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

Making donation

Paul Hamilton, left, representing the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
receives a $250 donation from Elks Lodge presented by leadmg

knight Dale Dickson.
The

N(Dl a sentence or a \Q’(ll‘!l is

independent. of the circum-
stances under which it is

uttered.

—Alfred North Whitehead

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, llhnois

To See:

Jerry Shipman, CLU
801 N. Main
(806) 364-3161

~ GIFTS FOR MOM

Mother’s Day May 12th
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‘ ENTIRE STOCK

Misses’ & Women's Related
Separates, Reg. 19.99 1o 49 99
Sale 25% off

Reg. 19.99 10 24.99
Sale 50% off

Misses’ Tops 25% off

Women's Plus, Reg 3299 ..... 2599
Pants, Skirts & Blazers,

Reg. 14.99 - 4999 ..... 9.99- 34.99

Rompers,
Reg. 19.99 to 3499
Sale 14.99 to 26.24

FREE GIFT
WRAPPING
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