The

Accident scene here Tuesday

Emergency service workers transported Mike Carr, Stagner-Carr
Motors, to Hereford Regional Medical Center about 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday following a two-vehicle accident at McKinley and
3rd Street. Carr was a passenger in a car, driven by John Stagner.
The Stagner car was headed west when it collided with a pickup

Dole makes emotional farewell
to Senate, begins heartland tour

BY CALVIN WOODWARD
Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON (AP)--Bob Dole
made his debut as Citizen Dole today
by renaming his campaign plane to
reflect his change in status:
“Leader’'s Ship” was no more;
“Citizen’s Ship"’ flew in its stead.

“Lotta work ahead,” Dole
declared as he boarded the plane to
slip his Washington moorings and
head for a GOP unity rally in Toledo,
Ohio.

Dole left the perks, the legislative

platform and the encumbrances
behind Tuesday in an emotional
farewell to the chamber he loved. His
first stop after resigning was the
still-bare walls of a campaign office
a fcw blocks away.

“I think my season in the Scnate
is about to come to an end,” he told
senators and a packed gallery as the
clock ticked toward his 2 p.m.
quitting time. *‘But the scason before
me makes this moment far less the
closing of one chapter than the
opening of another.”

headed north and driven by Noel Mandujano of Hereford.
Mandujano was cited for failue to yield right-of-way. Carr
was transferred to Northwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo, then
treated and released Tuesday night. He sustained a concussion
but was reported "resting well” this morning.

Today, the Republican presidential
candidate begins a three-day,
cight-city ‘““heartland tour,”” onc of
his most ambitious campaign trips
since the primaries.

On the eve of the trip, in scparate
broadcast interviews, Dole said it
appearcd unlikely retired Gen. Colin
Powcll would occupy the No. 2 spot
on a Dole ticket. “It’s very doubt-
ful,” Dole told the ““CBS Evecning
News.” Later he told ABC's
“Nightline™ that ““I think Gencral
Powell mcant it when he said he is

Consumer prices rising; gas
hikes offset lower food costs

WASHINGTON (AP)--Consumer
prices climbed 0.3 percentin May as
continued increases in gasoline prices
offset a moderation in food costs.

The Labor Department reported
today that last month's increase in the
Consumer Price Index represented a
slight moderation following gains of
0.4 percentin both March and April.

For the first five months of this
year, consumer prices are rising atan
annual rate of 4.1 percent, sharply
above the 2.5 percent increase turned
in for all of 1995.

This rise in inflation and a

sharper-than-expected rebound in
cconomic growth have spawned
widespread fears that the Federal
Reserve will start raising interest
ratcs when they next meet on July
2-3.

Anunexpected drop in wholesale
prices of 0.1 percent on Tuesday had
triggered a brief market rally, but by
the end of the day the carly gains in
both stocks and bonds were crased as
investors again focused on worries
over a Fed rate increase.

Inflationary pressures this year are
being led by rising energy costs.

Four enter guily pleas
here in district court

Four defendants entered guilty
pleas to charges, another entered a
nolo contendere plea and terms of
probation were modified for three
persons during a session Tuesday of
222nd District Court.

Judge H. Bryan Poff was on the
bench by assignment from the ninth
administrative judicial region
presiding judge.

Guilty pleas to three charges
against Juan M. Alonzo, 20, were
heard by Judge Poff. Previously
convicted by a district court jury of
sexual assault of a child and
sentenced to five years in prison,
Alonzo entered guilty pleas to a
charge of criminal mischief and two
charges of aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon.

In plea bargain agreements,
Alonzo was sentenced to 10 years’
adjudicated probation on each assault
charge and two years in a state jail,
probated five years, on the criminal
mischief charge.

Jim English, assistant criminal
district auorney, said the new
sentences will be implemented after
Alonzo finishes the prison term.

A no contest (nolo contendere)
plea was entered by Mark Wesley
Jackson, 39, 1o a charge of drug sale
or manufacture. He was sentenced to

five years' probation.

Joc Angel Rodriguez, 20, was
sentenced to seven ycars, Texas
Departmentof Criminal Justice, with
diversion to boot camp. He was
charged with robbery.

Deferred adjudication probation
of six years was granted Ezekiel
Gonzales, 35, charged with theftover
$750/under $20,000.

A five-year probated sentence was
imposed on Roberto Estrada, charged
with felony driving while intoxicated.
He also was fined $1,500.

On a motion to revoke probation
of Saul Diaz Michel, convicted of
possession of acontrolled substance,
an agreed order was entered o
modify probation. He will be placed
on intensive supervision for six
months and will be required to pay a
$500 fine.

Sylvia Cervantez Castillo, 29, was
ordered to entered a restitution center
at Abilene, by an agreed order on the
state’s motion to revoke probation
She will be placed on intensive
supervision for three months after
completing the term in the restitution
center.

Terms of probation of Heetor

Perez Saucedo, 50, convicted of
felony DWI, were mogified. He was
ordered to enter a substance abuse

facility.

Since starting to climb in December,
gasoline prices have now risen by
18.2 percent, including a2.5 percent
risc in pump prices in May.

Allcnergy pricesrose 1.1 percent
last month at the consumer level,
compared with a 3.2 percent spurt in
April. Analysts argue that the jump
in energy prices is only temporary,
reflecting a harsh winter that depleted
stockpiles of crude oil. They note that
home heating oil prices dropped by
2.1 percent in May, and they
predicted declines in all energy
products in the months ahead as
refiners build up their supplies.

Food prices were up amodest 0.1
percent in May, compared to bigger
jumpsof 0.3 percentin Apriland 0.5
percent in March. The smaller
increase was attributed to a decline
of 1.6 percent in fruit prices and 2.6
percent in vegetable costs.

Excluding the volatile food and
encrgy sectors, the so-called core rate
of inflation was up only 1.2 percent
in May. For the first five months of
this year, the core inflation rate has
been rising at an annual rate of 3
percent, matching the increase for all
of 1995.

Medical costs were up 0.3 percent
in May and have risen 3.7 percent for
the past 12 months. While this is
down from the gains of past years,
medical costs are still one of the
fastest rising arcas of consumer
inflation.

New car prices were up 0.1 percent
in May, but the cost of used cars fell
by 0.9 percent during the month.

Entertainment costs were up 0.4
Fement. reflecting higher ticket prices

or movies, theaters, concerts and
sporting events.

The Federal Reserve engineered
three cuts in interest rates from July
1995 through January of this year and
atthe time analysts were forecasting
even further credit easing to combat
widespread economic sluggishness.

But since February, the economy
has rebounded at a rapid clip and now
many analysts have reversed their
position and think the next Fed move
will be 10 raise rates.

not interested in clective office in
1996."

Dole shook himsclf partly loose
from Senate duties with his carlier
announcement that he was leaving.
Now the break is clean.

“It’s been a great ride,” he said,
adding in classic Dole fashion, “A
few bumps along the way.”

He meta handful of campaign stalf
at his hcadquarters, which rented
morc space 1o make room for him.
Pcople worked the phones from
folding mctal chairs in no-frills rooms
that scemed a world away from the
polished wood and ornate furnishings
of the Capitol.

Dole got a rousing Scnate send off,
first from mcmbers pressing in on
him with handshakcs, pats and hugs
after his specech, and then from
supporters and workers who cheered
him by the hundreds by the Capitol’s
broad steps.

Scnators also named a balcony
after him -- the onc where Dole liked
to retreat, look out on the Washington
mall, and cut some deals.

“Big letters or ncon?” Dole
wondered, picturing his name in
lights.

All day, Dole tried to maintain a
sense of levity. His first words
walking out of the chamber with tears
welling in his eyes were: “Time to
eat.”

He said his humor helped him get
through it all. “It’s tough - these are
all my friends. Butit's going all right
so far.”

Dole’s Senate work had become
a burden in his uphill campaign
against President Clinton. The
partisanship that evaporated on his
last day had bogged him down.

In suburban Los Angeles, Clinton
saluted Dole for his more than three
decades in Congress. The two also
talked by phone and wished each
other well.

“We talked about things we’d
done together,” Dole said.

Dole came to Washington in
January 1961, on a day when “Are
You Lonesome Tonight” by Elvis
Presley was No. 1 on the charts, John
F. Kennedy's Camelot was a month
old, the federal budget showed a
surplus and Bill Clinton was 14.

The Kansan veercd between biting
partisanship and savvy conciliation
during a career of four terms in the
House and five elections to the
Senate.

But his final Senate address
dwelled on the grace notes and
achievements of his time, speaking
as if he were in a small room with just
the boys.

““We're like America,” he said of
the Scmle “We're still a work in
progress.”

“I would no more distance myself
from the Senate than I would from the
United States of America itself.’

Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan of New York, with whom
Dole worked to restore the solvency
of Social Security, was glum when

the former Senate majority leader left.
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roar across area

50 Cents

Hereford records .61 of an inch

Hereford recorded .61 of an inch
of rain Tuesday night as a squall of
thunderstorms moved across the
area. The forecast called for a 40
percent chance of more rain
tonight.

The showers, accompanied by a
vivid display of lightning, were
spotted around the area--leaving
from .60 to just a trace of moisture.
Small amounts of hail fell in
Hereford as the storm first hit.

By The Associated Press

Strong thunderstorms accompa-
nied by high wind and damaging hail
roared across portions of the Texas
Panhandle and Permian Basin before
heading eastward toward North
Texas.

The thunderstorms were located
at dawn along a line from near
Wichita Falls southward to just west
of Abilene.

Before heading eastward, the

storms dumped damaging hail across
a vast area and winds gusted to 60
mph at Vega and Happy. Hail ranged
from the size of dimes to the size of
golf balls.

Some thunderstorm activity
continued early today in the South
Plains and Permian Basin.

There is achance of afternoon and
evening showers and thunderstorms
across most of West Texas through
Thursday.

In North Texas, there is a slight
chance of thunderstorms tonight in
northern and western areas and across
the entire region on Thursday.

A few isolated thunderstorms are
expected in South Texas’through
Thursday.

Lows tonight will be in the 60s and
70s except in South Texas where
readings will be in the 70s.

Highs Thursday will be in the 80s
along the immediate coast and in the
90s elsewhere across the state.

President's plane rocked
by storm west of Lubbock

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP)--Air
Force One's encounter with a
thunderstorm injected some drama--
and wry comedy--into President
Clinton’s red-eye flight from New
Mexico to South Carolina.

The president was buckled in his
seat on the giant white and blue
Bocing 747 and was not injured, said
presidential spokesman Mike
McCurry.

I was holding on, I was holding
on,” asmiling Clinton told reporters
as he went up and down the plane’s
aisles afterwards checking whether
any of the other 45 passengers and 26
crew members were injured. *“It was
certainly a character builder, wasn’'t
in?”

Air Force One had departed
Albuquerque Tuesday nightand was
cruising at 33,000 feet when it
suddenly hitabank of thunderstorms

Democrats

about 30 miles west of Lubbock,
Texas. The pilot climbed to 37,000
feet to get out of the storm, but the
planc was still rocked by heavy
turbulence.

Secret Service agents and reporters
scated near the plane’s tail were
tossed more than two feet into the air.
Mexican dishes that were about to be
served soared across the galley and
plates and glasses shattered. One
agent suffercd a glass cut on his hand.

The plane landed safely in
Charleston shortly after 1 a.m.

Clinton, seated in his office cabin,
felt the initial jolt and buckled his
scat belt. Then he rode out a longer,
more severe second jolt.

““He was safely in his seat and he
was reading at the time,” McCurry
said of Clinton. “I was sitting there
with my drink and I managed to catch
it as it came back down.”

still block

health insurance bill

WASHINGTON (AP)--Forty-one
percent of full-time workers would
consider changing jobs if Congress
passes legislation to assure them
continued access to health insurance,
according to a survey conducted for
major employers.

Seventy percent of the workers
said health insurance companies
should be required to cover
pre-existing medical conditions even
itif raises premiums, said the survey
released today by Colonial Life &
Accident Insurance Corp. and the
Employers Council on Flexible
Compensation.

But Democrats were still blocking
final action on the bill Tuesday that
would assure these two benefits
because of their objections to the
measure’s medical savings account
provision.

According to the survey, however,
87 percent of full-time workers think
tax-exempt medical savings accounts

Iraq bars U.

should be available. That compares
to 56 percent of workers favoring
them in the same survey last year.

House Republicans have been
pushing for months to make medical
savings accounts universally
available, but faced strong opposition
from the Senate.

In a compromise announced
Monday by House and Senate
Republicans, the accounts would be
offered only to the self-employed and
employers with 50 or fewer workers,
starting next January. Three years
later, they would be open to
employers with more than 50
workers, unless Congress stops the
expansion.

““This proposal strikes a fair and
cquitable balance,” Sen. Nancy
Kassebaum, R-Kan., said Tuesday.
As co-sponsor of the original bill, she
said she has had concerns about

(See DEMOCRATS, Page 2)

N. weapon

inspectors from 3 sites

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)--Iraq
barred U.N. weapons inspectors from
three military sites in and around
Baghdad today, citing security
reasons.

Iraq said, however, that a U.N.
Security Council team composed of
diplomats could visit the sites as long
as it did not include military experts.
The U.N. teams currently in Iraq are
made up largely of weapons experts.

The proposal was made by Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz in a
statement carried by the official Iragi
News Agency. It was Iraq's first
official comment since a standoff
developod Tuesday between U.N.

weapons inspectors and Iraqi officials

Jjust m of Baghdad.
Aziz said the demanded
Tuesday to visit eight industrial and

BPMAEE o

military sites in Abu Ghraib, 15 miles
west of Baghdad. They were allowed
into six.

Iraq barred the inspectors from the
other two sites for “national security
considerations,” and also refused the
inspectors’ demand today to eriter a
base of the elite Republican Guards
in Baghdad, Aziz said.

He said Iraq was concerned that
the U.N. missions ‘““have become of
an aggressive nature... for espionage

Weapons inspectors at the
Baghdad offices of the U.N. Special
Commission declined comment.

U.N. officials in New York said
the standoff developed when
inspectors tried to enter a military site
believed linked to a clandestine
nuclear weapons program,

B
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Local Roundup

Rain welcomed to Heroford i

A nighttime thunderstorm Tuesday dumped .61-inch of rain
on Hereford, cooling temperatures down to a Wednesday
low of 60 degrees after a high of 94 degrees Tuesday. And,
there’s a 40 percent chance of more rain Wednesday night,
An overnight low in the mid-60s and a southeast wind, 5-10
mph, are forecast. Thursday should see temperatures moderating,
to a high in the mid-80s, and a 30 percent chance of thunderstorms
is in the forecast. An east wind will blow 10-20 mph.

( News Digest )

World/National

CHARLESTON, S.C.--President Clinton gets personally involved
in the epidemic of rural black church burnings, with a visit to a church
tlubumdaywago.WhmHmukscastClmlm s visit as an
of presndcnual concern, but his Republican critics assailed it as election

year posturing.

WAS HINGTON--FedemI regulators are prepared to adopt rules that
he_lrp locate people whocall 911 from cellular
phones. The change could save lives, public safety groups say.

WASHINGTON--He's slipped his Washington moorings and heading
for the heartland this week, somewhere else after that, practically everywhere
before it’s over. Now it's all or nothing for Bob Dole, ex-senator.

UNDATED--It took victory in Virginia's Republican primary for Sen.
John Wamer to win the support of state GOP leaders who had backed
a conservative challenger championed by the religious right. In South
Carolina, Republicansii ?e nored misgivings about Strom Thurmond's age

and renominated the ol

stsenator everat 93. And in primaries in three

other states, Arkansas and Maine chose candidates to replace retiring
senators, and North Dakota voters defeated an initiative that would have
allowed video gaming machines in restaurants and bars.
WASHINGTON--Republican senators looking for Bob Dolc’s replacement
as majority leader want a pragmatist who can get work done, and they
think Trent Lott can do the job even though some say he’s morc aggressive
and less compromising than the man he’s likely to replace.
PHILADELPHIA--Patients with unhealable wounds, from decp bums
to mastectomies, may one day be able to regrow their own tissue, maybe

even organs.

State

AUSTIN--The Sierra Club is asking a federal judge to impose strict
limits on pumping water from the Edwards Aquifer as the drought keeps

Texas in its grip.

WASHINGTON--Troubled by Army moves that could weaken Fort
Bliss and hurt El Paso’s business community, Texas’ two senators have
made clear to the Army’s chief of staff that they won’t stand for any serious

tinkering at the huge post.

AUSTIN--State govenment should sct minimum standards for charitable
programs, then get out of the way so they can help the needy, Gov. George

W. Bush says.

DALLAS--A federal judge has refused to amend his order that told
+HUD 10 ask largely white, middle-class suburbs to accept.new public
housing and investigate those that don’t for possible civil rights violations.
NEW ORLEANS--More firmly in the grip of conservatives than ever
with the election of a new president, the Southern Baptist Convention
today is expected to urge its 16 million members not to spend money
on the theme parks, movies or products offered by the Walt Disncy Company.

(Emergency Servnces)

Emergency services reports for the
24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
Wednesday contained the following
information.

HEREFORD POLICE

A 31-year-old female was arrested
on outstanding city warrants for
allowing animal to run loose, no
proof of vaccination and Class “C"
theft.*

A 60-year-old male was arrested
for stealing eye glasses valued at
$179 from a business in the 500 block
of North 25 Mile Avenue.

A woman was assaulted by a 30-
year-old female in a business in 500
block of North 25 Mile Avenue. No
scrious injuries were reported.

_ A 20-year-old male reported to
police that he saw a female being
forced into a green vehicle in the 300
block of Avenue E. Police searched
for the suspect vehicle, but Werc
unable to find it.

Unknown persons entered a housc
in the 200 block of Cottage Drive and

DEMOCRATS

stole $128 out of a purse.

A 34-year-old female died of
unknown causes in the 300 block of
East 5th Street. The death is under
investigation.

Officers issued 17 traffic citations.

A traffic accident was reported at
3rd and McKinley Street where one
person was transported to Hereford
Regional Medical Center.

A traffic accident was reported at
the intersection of South Lawton and
New York Street with no injuries.

DEAF SMITH SHERIFF

A 39-year-old male was arrested
for violation of probation (burglary
of habitation).

Criminal mischief was reported
where vehicle windows were broken
out.

Two telephone harassment reports
were followed up on.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Firefighters were called out at 2:20
p.m. to a wreck rescue at 3rd and
McKinley.

medical savings accounts.

“Compromise is always diffi-
cult,” Kassebaum said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.,
who also co-sponsored the bill, said
he still was opposed to *“‘putting in
place an untested and untried
program”™ which he said could do
harm to the present health insurance
system,

However, he said:
personally convinced we will be
successfully passing the core

legislation" this Congress.
House Democratic Leader Dick
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Gephardt and Senate Democratic
Leader Tom Daschle, however, said
atanews conference they would ask
President Clinton to veto the bill if it
got to him with the current medical
savings account proposal.

“The problem with medical
savings account is that they attract
only the very healthy _ who never
need to spend money on health care
_ and the very wealthy _ who can
afford health care w or not the
have decent coverage,” said
Gephardt.

Workers questioned in the
Workplace Pulse about medical
savings accounts said they would
accept a deduction from their pay of
about $89 a month for a medical
savings account.

Workers of 18 1o 44 years of age
were far more likely to favor the
accounts than those 45 and older, the
survey said.

w«mmmumsomo
favored them more than higher
income workers.

The survey of 1,000 mly
-elcowd workers is conducted twice
a mmru
conducted
24 and has a sampling error of plus
or -Ilu 3 percent.
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and snow extending

“It snagged the top

m ine writes.

Home to a Uni \ campus with @
40000:mdmanduib¢u economy boasting just
mmumhﬂm’: cold climate,

othet 299 biggest metropolitan areas to top
best-places list, released today in the magazine's July

spot because apparently someone
forgot to tell the folks in Madison that life is
to be full ofuado-oﬁ‘s."theglmypemml

ockford, Il1., ranked dead last at No. 300. Money
cited subpar prospects for future job growth and a
below-average health-care system.

The proximity of the first- and last-place cities
represents a major flip-flop from last year. Madison
and Rockford are just 73 miles apart by car, according
to the American Automobile Association.

Last year’s top city, Gainesville, Fla., is a 2,920-mile
drive from the 1995 loser, Yuba City, Calif.

Money’s ranking of the best places has become
an annual rite, generating unusual attention. The list
is compiled by polling readers to see what factors are
most important to them, collecting data and using them
to rank the 300 largest metropolitan areas.

The factors deemed by readers as most important
this year were: a low crime rate, clean water, clean
air, plentiful doctors, many hospitals, rising housing
values, good schools, low property taxes, low income
taxes and strong state government.

Madison’s ascended to the top spot from last year’s
16th-place ranking. Following Madison this year were:
No. 2 Punta Gorda, Fla. (last year’s No. 61); Rochester,

b Lt g : Sy
0 n R e LR
¢ i

| Best place to live claim
| in spite of bitter cold ant
Madison, Wlsconslﬁ mps

NBWYORK(AP)—MHWWM -

-

Mich.
hhmm~,.~
toMoncymt'J':“o" ‘Fla. (34);

the  just 20 degrees,

foumd
the rest

well ascross
Saturdays

Mmyu::nhnforhuwoﬂbymi
Flotida ook five ot the top 10 3p0%

magazine says,
associated with cities twice as big.
Besides the low unemployment rate, lowest of the

mphcuuoncymined , the magazine
is home 1o more than 300 technology companies -
and 20,000 recession-resistant government jobs.
““Mad City, as locals call it, is also Fun City,
especially if you like boats and bikes,”
The magazine cites nearby lakes and bike trails, as

-country
the university’s Badger football team dominates

Last-place Rockford was noted for a work force
+that is apparently fleeing in search of hmqpuuﬂu.
crime ptoblenu and steep property tax '

Rockford’s last-place ranking tcpreaenwd aslip
from No. 293 last year. Inmediately above Rockford
at the bottom of the list: No. 299 Yuba City (last year's
No. 300); Peoria, Il1. (297); Davenport, Iowa (290);
and Lima, Ohio (245).

Roundingbut the bottom 10: No. 295 Springfield,
11 (279); Mansfield, Ohio (235); Albany /Schenectady
/Troy, N.Y. (267); Waterbury, Conn. (114); and No.
291 Alexandria, La. (89).
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Money writes.
skiing in the winter. In the fall,

FBI allows leader of Freemen
to confer with jailed comrade

By TOM LACEKY
Associated Press Writer

JORDAN, Mont. (AP)--A Freemen
lcader was flown by the FBI to
Billings Tuesday to confer with a
Jailed comrade, and a source told The
Associated Press that the group could
surrender as early as Thursday.

Late Tuesday, an FBI convoy
returned to the ranch and most of the
Freemen could be seen entering a
barn, presumably to discuss the
surrender proposal.

The source, who is familiar with
the FBI strategy and spoke on
condition of anonymity, said progress
was made toward a decal that could
Icad to surrender of the 17 remaining
Frcemen by Thursday.

He would not claborate, but said,
“The mere fact that the FBI allowed
this to happen is a very positive
step.”

The FBI said it arranged safc
passage for Edwin Clark to meet with
LeRoy Schweitzer “In another effort
to rcach a peaceful resolution of the
standoff.”” The arrest of Schweitzer
and another Freemen leader more
than two months ago sparked the
standoff 79 days earlier.

“Edwin had to beccome at pcace
with LeRoy about it,” before
agreeing to the surrender plans, said
the source. ““He didn’t want to go
forward without checking with LcRoy
first.”

Greenpeace escorted

“They’ve pretty much agreed it
won't be a gun battle,” the source
said. “I’'m extremely hopeful at this
point. It’'s an extremely positive
sign.”

A scnior federal official in
Washington also said Clark was
carrying a proposal that might end the
standoff, for Schweitzer to review
and discuss. But that official, who
also spoke on condition of anonymity,
cautioned that the agreement still
could fall through, ., .. ., |

" “There’ snota tentative agrecmcm
right now,"’ the senior official said.
“It’s possible what’s happening
today could end up in an agreement
or could cnd up in nothing.”

The FBI convoy returned to the
compound Tuesday evening and a
vchicle drove up to Clark’s house.
Later, there was an unusual amount
of activity, with people and vehicles
moving among the various buildings,
and reporters saw at least 11 people
gather at a barn, presumably to hold
ameecting to discuss Clark’s Billings
visit.

The Freemen at the ranch had
requested carlier that a representativé
be allowed to meet with Schweitzer,
who was arrested on federal charges
of fraud and other crimes after being
lured out of the compound on March
29,

Also on the FBI plane were three

from Chinese waters

BEIJING (AP)--Moving quickly
to defuse a nuclear protest, Chinese
officials surrounded and boarded the
MV Greenpeace today as it was
anchored off Shanghai, then escorted
the ship out of Chinese waters.

The environmental group's
flagship had traveled to Shanghai to
ighlight its charge that Chinais one
of the biggest obstacles to concluding
a nuclear test ban treaty this year.
Negotiations on the test ban treaty are
going on now in Geneva.

The MV Greenpeace had been
anchored at the mouth of the Yangtze
River, walung for a pilot to take it
into Shanghai’s harbor, when about
40 port and marine officials on four
ships boarded it, said Damon M )
a Greenpeace spokesman in Hong
ke

officials, many of whom took
photos, “apparently told people oa
the ship that they are illegall
Chinese waters and that this w
be accepted,” Moglen said.

Shanghai port authorities then
formally ordered the ship to leave and
warned the crew “would be

n:z:ulble for all the consequences”
if they refused, the state-run Xinhua
News Agency said.

“

Contact was lost with lhesMp -

minutes later, Moglen
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Greenpeace from entering Chinese
waters. A Chinese military aircraft
circled the ship as it arrived but made
no attempt to communicate,
Greenpeace member Michael Kuhn
said in a telephone interview from the
ship.

Shanghai port did not nd to
repeated requests for a pilot into the
harbor, he said.

Vessels approaching Shanghai are

cxpected to await a pilot into port -

because of treacherous currents, the
tides and extremely heavy traffic in
the harbor.

Earlier, Kuhn said if pont
authorities did not provide a pilot, the
MYV Greenpeace might have to turn
away from Shanghai and head for

Hon

would be a int-
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Chinese about the nuclear test ban
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negotiators from the CAUSE
Foundation, third-party mediators
broughtin by the FBI. The group has
represented a former Ku Klux Klan
leader as well as survivors of the
deadly 1993 Branch Davidian siege
near Waco, Texas.

Edwin Clark, one of the original
owners of the now-foreclosed land
the Freemen occupy, has emerged in
recent days the apparent leader of the
people remaining in the remote farm
complex.

Previously, he has been allowed
to go to an FBI checkpoint just
outside the ranch for negotiations and
then return to the compound. This
was be the first lime he has gone
beyond the FBI perimeter.

That indicates that chances have
improved for a bloodless end to the
confrontation, Colorado state Sen.
Charles Duke told the AP Tuesday in
atelephone interview from his home.

“If Edwin had been the leader
when I was there, this would be over
already,” Duke said. “We tried to

‘make him the lcader. He was the

owner of that land. If he goes out,
everybody goes.”

Duke, a leader of the so-called
Patriot movement in his state, gave
up negotiating with the Freemen on
May 21, saying they were not dealing
in good faith.

But last week, Edwin Clark met
alone with FBI agents twice ata small
church about a mile from the Freemen
compound. He and another Freeman -
his son Casey, in at least two
instances - also have met with FBI
agentsat the entrance to the complex.

ing
dened by debt, which will force them
to spend less and slow economic
growth as well as miss payments on
existing loans.
Consumer ing represents

about two-thirds of the nation's
economic activity.

Indeed, the American Bankers
Association reported Tuesday that
credit card delinquencies jumped to
3.53 percent during the
January-March quarter from 3.34
p;;c;,m in the final three months of
1995.

It was the highest delinquency rate
since 3.58 percent during the fourth
quarter of 1981 when the economy
was in recession.

_*““This latest rise in credit card
delinquencies is a signal that more
consumers are hitting their debt
limits,” said James Chessen, the
organization’s chief economist.

Still, other economists believe the
debt accumulation problem is
exaggerated, contending creditcards
are used more frequently now as a
convenience to avoid carrying large
amounts of checks or writing a series
of checks and are paid off at the end
of the month. ;

““The Fed does not factor out how
much is not actual debt,” said
Lawrenge Chimerine, mmf#
director and chief economist
Economic Strategy Institute. “It’s
normal spending with cards instead
of cash and checks.”

Nevertheless, the ABA survey also
found closed-end loans 30 days past
due increased to 2.14 percent from *
2.12 percent in the fourth quarter, A
year earlier, 1.82 percent of these
loans, which include automobile
loans, were delinguent.

The Fed said that revolving credit,
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