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1st Bank&Trust
Clarendon

“Put ’er there partner’

W e’ve been helping Clarendon 
take care of business 

since 1912
mrmbrr FDIC

Pizzeria - Sub Sandwich Shoppe A Arcade 
Phone (8061 874-2705

TIMELESS TREATS
in an

HISTORIC'S ETTING
Hand-tossed pizza served from open 
‘til close with Luncn Buffet M-W-F.

Sub sandwiches on hoagie rolls stacked 
the way you like 'em.

Hand dipped ice cream in a cup, on a cone, 
under chocolate sauce, over a slice 

of homemade pie, in a float, in a malt...

Located on Clarendon’s 
Main Street 

at
the corner of 

3rd and Kearney 
A Family Eatery

Hours: 11:00 a.m. - 10:0(Vp^n. Closed Sundays^

C L A R K ’ S

f  a / j t  a F /  e  s  t  a
o f° Everyday —  all day $4.45 Fajita Dinner

Hwy 287 West * Clarendon * Phone 874-3213
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4-5 CLARENDON:
July 4th Rodeo 
Saints’ Roost Museum

6 TURKEY 
Hotel Turkey 
Bob Wills .

8 Greenbelt Reservoir 
Lake Then
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12-13 QUITAQUE:
Caprock Canyons 
Sidewalk Museum
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Origin
Name *
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Jamboree 
Lake Mackenzie
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Prairie Dog Gazette is published 
periodically. Copyright © 1991 by 
Canyon Echoes Communications. 
AII rights reserved. No part o f this 
publication may be reproduced in 
any form without written permis
sion from the publisher. Address all 
correspondence to: Prairie Dog 
Gazette: P. O. Box 1286; Clarendon, 
TX 79226; Phone 806-874-3214.

Publishers cannot endorse any 
advertisement contained herein and 
reserve the right to refuse or cancel 
any advertisement. Liability for  
advertising error is limited to cost 
o f advertisement only. Any errone
ous statement or reflection upon 
character is unintentional.

Calendar listings o f special public 
events are free. Please include con
tact information. Unsolicited 
photographs and manuscripts are 
welcomed and will be returned i f  
sufficient return postage is included.

Quantity prices, subscription 
rates, and advertising rates are 
available on request.

•ie S(

1-40

Amarillo

Lubbock
U.S. 287

Midland/Odessa r» . •*.»»
For more detail see pages 10-11.

Dallas 

Ft. Worth'

Prairie Dog Geftette Staff:
KevirCwefch, Judy Welch, 

and Pat Sikes

'Saints' %oost 
Steakfiouse '

Salad Bar 
C ool, C risp, Daily

Sunday^ B uffe t 
Lunchr Specials

Friendly Service 
Variety o f  

Menu Selections

V isito rs . W elcom e
Hwy 287 E - C LA R EN D O N  

-  P lenty o f  Parking -

D iscovery, D ominance 
A nd D estiny

C9 .
The Prairie Dog Gazette has chosen to begin life in a particular region 

of the Texas Panhandle where a drive through the land stirs up 
ahcient dust.

Every particle, as it settles, has a tale to tell. Of cataclysm and 
cowboy. Of.tribe and trailblazer. Of discovery and dominance. Of 
industry and integrity.

Early settlers saw nothing but vast expanse and loneliness in this 
short-grass country.

But they came. No matter that rattlesnakes and sinners outnumbered 
Christians, 15-1; preachers packed a pair of six-shooters with their 
bibles. No matter that the wind blew from north to everlasting; it drove 
the mills that generated precious water for crops and pesky flies from 
the cattle. Stockfarmers came, despite Range V. Grange conflicts.

And with the settlers came the railroads which moved the cattle and 
developed the towns. ... —-  * *

The towns and the pioneer lifestyle produced th^ kind of people who 
can size up theif environment, and meet the challenge. To survive, they 
had to devise ways to make the land work for them.'And they learned 
that the wilderness and evil can never be entirely tamed. Mpther Nature 
and human nature can be unpredictable and unyielding.

Some distinguished names from the honor roll represent leadership 
in a variety of ways that influenced or perpetuate the regional culture 
we find today. Spanish explorers Jose Mares and Pedro Vial. Soldier 
and Indian fighter Col. Ranald McKenzie. Cattleman Col. Charles 
Goodnight. Comanche Chief Quanah Piarker. Quintessential cowboy 
Tom Blasingame. Benefactress Cornelia /tdair. Novelist Larry 
McMurtry. Writer and editor Laura V. Hamner. Western swing king 
Bob Wills. Cowboy artist Harold Bugbee.

Local historian Paul Hancock observed that “ each era in passing 
has left its ipiprint on generations to follow.” While it is true that 
imprints leave lega'cies and fond memories and ties that bind, imprints 
are also road maps. For the generations who follow, the imprints can 
serve to inform, to direct', to lead, to inspire.

Will brighter lights and better jobs force the young down a different 
path? Or will they re-evaluate their Stake in th&i^ist and invest it for 
the future health of their hometown^?

Where will the imprints take us? What is )ust over the rise?
Will the western heritage village, “ Thunder Junction,” locate north 

of Clarendon? Will the State of Texas designate Texas 207 an official 
scenic drive?

Will rumor become reality,' and life overtake legend?
The Prairie Dog Gazette staff plans to follow the imprints and share 

its discoveries. Coverage will -span the lower forks of the Red River, 
retrace the old, established trails and explore new ones. As the sunrise 
slices the horizon of the new day, so will we be on the cutting edge, 
where our past meets its destiny.

Coyote Den
Panhandle Crafts and Book Exchange

• Southwestern wood and ceramic gifts
* \r
• Personalized leather crafts

• Hand-made designer shirts

• Original fine art

The area s largest collection 

of Louis L’Amour novels and 

a wide variety of paperbacks 

for sale or trade.

Hwy 287 E — Clarendon — 874-2357
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Cow C ountry C radle
As one discovers this legendary area of Texas, the landscape itself 

provides a grand stage. Its terrain stirs the imagination with scenes 
of the lonely Llano Estacado tumbling down the rugged Caprock 
Escarpment, finding comfort at last in the gentle, rolling plains.

Enter the players: Nomadic Indians, stalking herds of buffalo, 
encamping long enough to gather sparse supplies or find temporary 
shelter; Spanish explorers rushing to cities of gold, continuing north
ward in vain; Anglo pioneers searching for peaceful valleys, instead 
finding danger in stark canyons and dashed hopes for crop-sustaining 
rainfall.

Most were driven by vague dreams of dominance and destiny, but 
they drifted elsewhere, leaving the land unfulfilled. Thus the region 
remained veiled in whispers longer than any part^of the Texas frontier.

Drawing aside the veil, Col. Charles Goodnight saw these 
canyon lands as a sheltered sea of golden grass. In 1876, he came to 
stay with his cattle, drovers, and horses -  the keys to the kingdom.

Other ranchers also laid claim to parts of the free range. With money 
from foreign investors and the skills of savvy horsemen, they made 
the prairies of the Texas Panhandle their empires, fostering the 
Cowboy Legend. y

Today, highways encircle the cradle of Panhandle cow country from 
Claude to Clarendon, Turkey, Quitaque, and Silverton. Pickup trucks 
and cattle trailers may rumble along the roads, but one can also hear 
the gentle jingle of spurs in cafes at noon. The ranches are all fenced 
now^yetfthe headwaters of the Red River patiently continue‘to etch 
shadows in the sand. The mercurial, mischievous moods of the sky 
still test the mettle and humor of every soul. .*

Life here in the stomping grounds of the quintessential cowboy still 
evokes the myth he inspired. The values of the -West’s most potent 
symbol remain in the hearts of the people. His spirit lingers, proud 
and free amidst the dramatic natural beauty for all to experience. 

____________________  ___________________________________

H E N S O N ’S
...from diamonds

to bolts...
Ss, •/ / / ^

77)  World Class Treasures^>*-

C ustom  D esigned Jewelry 
* / —fine g ifts—

M odern to  O riental

0
$>0

J\% #•#»>•♦:* * I * • *

Saints’ Roost Museum Always Improving
To recapture a sense of frontier 

life in the Texas Panhandle, make 
Saints’ Roost Museum in Clarendon 
a first stop on the way west. A grow
ing collection of period furnishings, 
ranch heritage, photographs and 
related memorabilia re-creates the 
late 1800’s and early 1900’s when 
people confronted the land and sur
vived to tell the story.

The Saints’ Roost Museum is 
housed in the former Adair 
Hospital which was built in 1910 to 
care for nearby JA Ranch 
cowboys. (Saints’ Roost is the 
name thirsty cowboys once called 
•the town of Clarendon, a “ colony” 
established in 1878 to promote 
education, Christian ethics, and 
temperance.) Cornelia Adair, 
whose husband John co-founded 
the JA, financed the hospital 
project.

The building exterior exemplifies 
a fine town house of the period. 
The reception foyer conveys a stately 
idea of home and everything that

means in terms of comfort, relief 
and beauty. The beveled lead glass 
windows, rich oak mantel, glazed 
brick fireplace, four graceful oak 
columns, and hexagonal ceramic 
tile floors ire  original to the 
structure.

Some of the rooms are settings 
for a turn-of-the century parlor, 
bedroom and kitchen. One room 
reproduces a hospital surgery. 
Another contains a country doc
tor’s buggy and the “ Clarendon” 
station sign from the old railroad 
depot.

Work continues toward a display 
of natural history, including 
prehistoric animal bones of the 
archeological Clarendonian Age, 
named for and unique to the area. 
Texas artist Olive Vandruff painted 
the mural, a view of the JA Ranch, 
for the display background. One of 
the museum’s goals is to acquire 
and exhibit more Indian artifacts to 
preserve, the 3,500-year-old native 
culture:.

. t
A representative prairie house 

has been moved to the site and will 
be restored as a cowboy bunk- 
house. It will also feature the 
museum’s collection of Western 
saddles, bridles, bits, branding 
irons and barbed wire.

The museum hopes to develop an 
educational program, particularly 
a catalog system for research pur
poses and an oral history project. 
A special event during Clarendon’s 
annual July 4th Celebration may 
demonstrate musket loading and 
shooting, Indian dancing, chuck
wagon cooking and fiddle playitlg.

#

To reach the Saints’ Roost 
Museum from U.S. 287, take TX 
70 south for nine blocks; turn west 
and drive two blocks. The museum 
is open to the public for guided 
tours on Sunday afternoons, 
1:00-5:00 p.m., and at other times 
by appointment. For more infor
mation, call 874-3517, 874-2546, or 
874-3839 in Clarendon.

The requirements in 1879 for 

settling virgin prairie land ($240 

for 16 acres) were to “ improve, 

plow, build and reside, more 

or less regularly.”

Joe T. Lovell
Real Estate B ro k e r 

Since 1968

Phone 806-226-3801 Phone 806-874-3556  

F A R M S  —  R A N C H E S  —  R E S ID E N T IA L

■Qpe
■ y o

k *  y a y .”
Which means, let’s go down to “ Sam Hill’’ Pit Bar-B-Que 

and have some Larrupin’ Good Grub.

SAM HILL
Before you ride off Into the sunset, stop by and say howdy. 

You’ll find us to be the most hospitable place in town.

Open 11:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
Hwy 287 W. - Clarendon

Closed Monday and Tuesday 
Phone: 806-874-2202

,3 t
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Let  ’Er  Rip! Ju ly 4th C larendon R odeo Com ing
In the grand tradition, Claren

don’s Fourth &f July Celebration, 
beginning with a mid-morning 
parade and followed by an arts 
festival, barbeque, games and fid
dlers’ contest, continues to bring 
together old friends and welcome 
new visitors, just as it has for many 
years. Each evening of July 4th, 
5th, and 6th, the excitement builds 
to a climax at the rodeo grounds, 
where unabashed flag waving, 
whoopin’ and hollerin’ give expres
sion to the heartfelt spirit of the Old 
West Rodeo.

Although the roots of this tradi
tion are well over 100 years old, the 
seeds from which it sprang had to 
overcome less than ideal growing 
conditions.

During that relatively short span 
of time when the great cattle drives 
occurred,, the cowboys would pro
vide their own entertainment at the 
end of the roundups, doing what 
they did best -  riding and roping 
at the drop of a hat.

There were no admission fees, no 
grandstands or arenas, no bucking 
chutes, ju st spectators on 
horseback in a semi-circle where 
they could see the action, but form 
a barrier so that the bucking broncs 
would not bolt the wrong way and 
head out to the open prairie (they 
hoped).

According to the famous Rodeo 
announcer, Foghorn Clancy, the 
first riding and roping contest in

— —... r- ----------------------- ---
Photo Courtesy Clarendon College Rodeo Club

There’s a long-standing rivalry 
between the two towns of Claren
don and Canadian as to which was 
the site of the first organized rodeo 
in the Panhandle of Texas. Claren
don Outdoor Entertainment Presi
dent John Grady remembers his 
grandfather telling him about the 
big celebrations, beginning about 
1882, where there were surrey 
races, a carnival, and even a 
barbecued bear at the picnic.

Grady also remembers bucking 
chutes in the football field in the 
1940’s Clarendon rodeps. But by 
1952, the rodeo association built the 
fine arena where the Fourth of July 
rodeo has been held ever since.

This amateur rodeo draws con
testants from all over America (two 
saddle bronc riders came from

Australia last year). Events include 
calf roping, team roping, bareback 
bronc riding, barrel racing, btdF 
riding, Wild Mare races, and Three 
Man Double Muggings.

There will be three performances 
this year: July 4th, July 5th, and July 
6th. Beginning at 7:45 p.m. each 
night, Scott Stutzman, who has 
been the announcer for the past 15 
years, will say those magic words, 
“ Tonight’s first ride out of chute 
# 1..,”

After each performance, dancing 
to a live band will take place. The 
country western music will be pro
vided by “Slow Motion” on July 
4th; the famous former Texas 
Playboy Leon Rausch and his 
band, “ Texas Panthers” on July 
5th; and “ Randy Mitchell & 
Southern Draw” will wrap it up on 
July 6th.

BIG C TRADING POST
--------- ----

which cash prizes were awarded 
and the public paid admission was 
held on the Fourth of. July at 
Prescott, Arizona in 1888.

During the early years of its ex
istence, many obstacles to the sur
vival of rodeo presented tl emselves: 
lack of uniformity in rules, dates t“t 
too close together and distances too 
far apart, even jealousy among pro
ducers and promoters.

In the early 1900’s there were still 
no regular rodeo circuits, but there 
were a few annual events, such, as 
at Cheyenne, Wyoming* and even 
the New York Stampede out of

Ice, Snowcones, Soda Poja^ 
Snacks & Sandwiches

Canoe, Fishing & Paddle 
Boat Rentals

North Side of Lake Theo 
Caprock Canyons State Park

Hair Styling 
for

Women & Men

Appointments: • 
806-874-2431

Guys & Dolls Salon
322 S. Kearney - CLARENI

which grew the famous Madison 
Square Garden championship 
rodeos. Wild West shows helped 
cowboys and cowgirls fill in some 
time and travel expenses until they 
would get near another rodeo.

Despite all drawbacks, however, 
both the courageous and “ straight- 
shootin’ ”  character of the 
American cowboy and the unforget
table chills and thrills experienced by 
the i ublic saved rodeo from 
extinction.

No stranger to the cowboy tradi
tion, Clarendon, Texas displays the 
rode© colors with pride and joy.

mmmmmmmmmmmmmimmmmmimimmmmmmimmm
He’s about the worst bucker I’ve seen on the range,
He’ll turn on a nickel and give you some change,
He hits on all fours and goes up on high,
Leaves me a-spinnin’ up there in the sky.

He turns over twice and I comes back to earth,
I light and a-cussin’ the day of his birth,
I know there are ponies that 1 cannot ride,
There’s some of them left, they haven’t all died.

I’ll bet all my money the man ain’t alive
That’ll stay on old “ Strawberry” when he makes his high dive.'

Traditional

Visit the S.W. Lowe House

Landmark Designations by 
Texas Historical Commission 

and
National Register 
of Historic Places

Tours by Appointment: 
Adults $3.50  

Children $2.00

• Contact 
Dr. Zell R. SoRelle 

507 West Fifth  
Clarendon, Texas 79226  

806-874-3332
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Museum Hours? We Never Close
As in any museum the Hotel 

Turkey preserves moments from 
the past. The key difference here is 
that there are no keys. When most 
museums are locking their doors 
for the evening, the Hotel Turkey 
is serving dinner and starting the 
entertainment. Guests do not have 
to leave at night; they just stroll 
down the hall to their rooms in this 
“ living museum.” Jane Johnson, 
who with her husband Scott own 
tbe'lioQL points to the vintage 
telephones) and radio in the lobby 
as examples noting ‘‘these all 
work... this is the only museum in 
Texas where you can come and
spend the night.”

—  . ' ■ . "  «

The Johnsons are continually 
renovating Hotel Turkey which is 
a Texas Historical Landmark in 
addition to being listed in the' 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Guest room fixtures and

The Post Office, 1907 Claude. 

Remember when... postal service 

was all first class 

and stamps cost JC each?

Photo Courtesy Judi Synek

• • ' * » 
Hotel Turkey No Longer A Secret
It seems the people of Turkey, 

Texas just cannot keep a good thing 
to themselves. Their favorite son 
Bob Wills spread the Western Swing 
sound around the world and now 
Jane Johnson shares the story of 
Hotel Turkey just as widely.

Savvy marketing is the key to 
hotel’s success. Jane and her hus
band have owned the Hotel Turkey 
for only two years, saving it from • 
years of decline and probable clos
ing. Renovation and interior

decoration are a constant challenge, 
but hotels also must coaxe 
customers to their doors to pay the 
bills. Jane recently took a trip to 
San Francisco to do just that. She 
took her genteel Louisiana drawl 
and stories of the Texas plains to a 
radio interview in California’s 
asphalt-and-steel, oh-so-hip City by 
the Bay.

As the interview wound down and 
Jane told of the many reasons why 
everyone should experience Turkey, 
Texas and the canyonlands of the

Caprock, her interviewer uninten
tionally set up a humorous and 
revealing exchange. When he asked 
her to locate the town of Turkey for 
listeners interested in going there, 
she earnestly replied, ‘‘not far from 
Quitaque and just down the road 
from Gasoline.”  The puzzled look 
on his face revealed what most of 
San Francisco’s radio fans were 
th ink ing ...“ Where are these 
strange-sounding towns? I never 
knew there were any places in Texas 
more exotic than Dallas and 
Houston.”

ways as well. Cowboy poets, local 
musicians and the western art in the 
Otho Stubbs Gallery reinforce the 
heritage surrounding them. As the 
hotel’s surrey passes the front 
porch at dusk, one finds it easy to 
conjure up the echoes of Bob Wills 
in the dining room shaping a song 
like “ Faded Love.” Animated con
versations or crackling radio shows 
drift from yesterday, through lace 
curtains, on a summer evening 
breeze. >

With many options for 
groups and individuals,

furniture are original to the hotel, 
dating to 1927 when H.B. Jordan 
built it. With careful restoration,

the building itself still proudly 
displays its natural wood detailing 
and embossed tin ceilings.

With all its rooms full of the 
past. Hotel Turkey conveys the 
ambience of by-gone days in other

tour 
the

Johnsons can steep visitors in West 
Texas history. Guests from 16 
countries and 46 states have 
enjoyed surrey rides and outdoor 
chuck wagon style meals in the 
canyon lands around Turkey. 
Various preplanned tours are 
available or with a few hints, guests 
can hit the trail on their own.

Windmill 
Park.

i/ .,  / / / f i  f i / j " ^

Full R .V . Hook-Ups

50 Amp Service 
Concrete Slabs 
Picnic Tables

C larendon C ity Lim its 
Hwy 287 E

Have you picked up X  
your wooden buck?

v
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Mary’s Country Kitchen
H om esty le  C ook ingL

Friday Might Catfish Special 
Ariola’s Catfish (locally raised) 

or
Steak Special

featuring marinated steaks

Lunch Buffet 
Seven days a week

\ .

Hwy 2 8 7  Clarendon

Banks & 

Utilities

First Bank & Trust, Hwy 287 at 
Kearney, Clarendon • Helping 
Clarendon take care of business 
since 1912. Member FDIC.

First National Bank, Hwy 287 at 
'Trice, Claude • Founded 1904 
out where the best begins. 
Member FDIC

First National Bank, Main St. 
(Hwy 86), Quitaque • Serving the 
Caprock area since 1920. Member 
FDIC.
Southwestern PubUc Service, 600 
S. Tyler, Amarillo, TX 
79164-0001 • 806-378-2121 • The 
Electric Company: Together we’ll 
make thijt area grow.

Everything From
Picnic

to Pantry!
Visit our

D J  Fresh Produce and 
Meat Departments

- ‘The Grocery 
Qaruf

T T FT
-L

Hwy 287 Clarendon
8 :00  A .M . - 9 :00  P.M . M on-Sat 

9 :0 0  A .M . - 8 :00  P.M . Sun

“ Bob Wills 
Is Still The King”

Bob Wills grew up “ between the rivers”  near Turkey, Texas and for 
a short time during the 1920’s was a barber at Ham’s Barber Shop. In 
the early 1910’s Wills and his Texas Playboys band developed a style 
of western music that became immensely popular. “ Western Swing” 
was a unique combination of folk melodies, “ skat”  and other elements, 
but most of all, as Bob Wills himself emphasized, it was dance music. 
Indeed, the shyest wallflowers as well as the rest of the world find it 
impossible to keep their toes from tapping to that imcomparable 
Playboys rhythm. Bob Wills’ music captures the free spirit of westerners 
-  the brass and sass, the strength and tenderness deep within their hearts.
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CLARENDON 
Hwy 287 West at FM2162

V. Booze and Boating don’t m ix.

e $ *

Marine
fishing tackle 

wide variety of baits 
ski equipment

life jackets

take a kid
ishing__

<S Lake Permits 
«/ Fishing Licenses 
t/ Boat Storage

Hwy 70 N. near Hwy 287 
between Clarendon and Greenbelt Lake 

(806) 874-2033
w ? :  V * ♦ i • *r * » > r  r  * « * f * > t r #  r  r e  f i

G r e e n e  D r y  G o o d s♦ •

clothing the family from head to toe 
Since 1924

Downtown Clarendon

Area Lakes Offer Leisure and Sport

Shop for antiques 
throughout the store 

and fine art 
by Panhande Artists — 

fat our gallery

Greenbelt Reservoir is a 1,900 surface-acre spring-fed lake.

Greenbelt Reservoir 
Lake Theo

Motorists who travel U.S. 287 
through the Texas Panhandle may 
appreciate the highway only as a 
means of passage to and from Col
orado. A visit to Lake Greenbelt 
near Clarendon, three and one-half 
miles north from U.S. 287 on TX 
70, is a destination in itself, worthy 
of a day’s visit> /

The lake covers 1,990 surface 
acres at maximuta level within the 
3,200-acre grounds and is bounded 
by £ 40-mile shoreline. The state 
legislature authorized the reservoir 
in 1954. Since 1968, Greenbelt 
Water Authority has managed it. 
The clear spring-fed lake, at the 
mouth of Carroll Creek which 
empties into the Salt Fork of the 
Red River, is not dependent on 
rainfall to remain at a constant 
level. Historically, the lake area was 
the original 1878 townsite of 
Clarendon before the railroad and 
floods moved the town to its final 
and present location in 1890.

Cottonwood trees surround Lake 
Greenbelt and help make it a 
refreshing oasis on a scorching day 
on the plains. The lake is known 
among fishermen as the Northern

See Page 17 For 
Lake Mackenzie

Pike Capital of Texas. Walleye, a 
tasty fish, plays its puzzling pranks 
in Greenbelt waters by changing 
locations according to the seasons; 
it is a challenge to Texas anglers 
who experiment with crankbait, 
Canadian nightcrawlers and jigging 
spoons for a sporting catch. The 
lake is stocked with typical game 
fish like crappie; bluegill and yellow

perch; blue, channel and flathead 
catfish; and bass (black 
smallmouth, Florida largemouth 
and sanld).

Lake Greenbelt, under a 
magnificent West Texas sky 
famous for glorious sunrises and 
sunsets, offers a recreational retreat 
at a nominal permit fee for camp
ing and picnicking. For boaters,

Modern Western Fashions 
in the comfortable atmosphere 

of yesterday
Personal Service - Great Prices

\
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there is a public marina, free ramps 
and a bait house. Lovers of water 
sports enjoy swimming from a 
sandy beach and skiing. Private 
concessionaires provide fishing 
licenses and supplies, gasoline,. 
groceries, and RV parks. The ad
joining 18-hole golf course at 
Oarendon Country Club overlooks 
the lake and is available to the golf
ing public by paying green fees at 
the Pro Shop on the club grounds.

For more information, contact 
the Manager, Greenbelt Water 
Authority, P.O. Box 665, Claren
don, Texas 79226, phone 
806-874-3650.

Anglers, picnickers and water-sport enthusiasts will find  
summer recreation at area lakes.

Approaching Caprock Canyons 
State Park on Texas Ranch Road
1065, four miles northwest of 
Quitaque, the eye discovers one of 
the exceptions to nature’s laws. In 
the Texas Panhandle, vast 
grassland leads to rugged canyon 
country. Suddenly, the earth is rup
tured by raw outcroppings, 
mountain-like formations peaking 
onsthe canyon floor.

and northern pintail ducks, and 
rare fowl like red-throated loons 
and red-necked grebes. Over 175 
species of migratory birds and 
waterfowl havp been identified at 
Lake Theo.

The overall setting is visually and 
aurally haunting, evoking a 
spiritual bond with the landscape. 
The spice-colored earth, striped by 
magenta sandstone and flaked with 
juniper and wildflowers, is alive 
with scittering lizards, whispering 
cottonwood trees, gobbling wild 
turkey, squawking hawks.

The lake is one of two in Texas 
that is home to the saltwater 
blueback herring; fresh-water stunts 
its growth to make4t food for the 
bass and catfish. Automatic feeders 
at the lighted fishing pier also sus
tain an abundance of largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, catfish 
species like channel, yellow and 
black butthead, green sun fish, 
bluegill perch and crappie. Very 
popular with trout anglers is the 
annual rainbow trout stocking pro
gram which releases some 8,000 
pan-size trophies every December.

in the midst of the magic is Lake 
Theo. With plentiful rainfall, it is 
a 120- crt lake, developed in 1981 
inside the park, in a small canyon 
at the head of Holmes Creek. It 
attracts Canadian geese, mallard

The water is cold year-round at 
Lake Theo which especially aiffords 
respite from the summer heat. 
Facilities accommodate the entire 
family for picnics, camping, hiking 
and horseback riding. Shaded

tables are near the lake with a 
playground and comfort station. A 
beach, away from lake 
undergrowth and fish, appeals to 
swimmers and includes outdoor 
rinse showers. The boat speed limit 
is five miles per hour. A private 
concessionaire rents paddle boats, 
canoes and waterwagons (a locally- 
designed fishing buggy) for water 
sport, and serves snack foods. 
Overnight campers can enjoy a 
variety of nearby facilites, from 
hot-water showers and electricity to 
primitive badland sites where 
sturdy shoes, tents and sufficient 
water canteens are essential 
equipment.

The modest park entrance fee 
permits vehicle access to Lake 
Theo. Overnight camping requires 
an additional fee, according to the 
desired type of shelter. For reser
vations and more information, con
tact the Park Superintendent, 
Caprock Canyons State Park, P.O. 
Box 204, Quitaque, Texas 79255, 
phone 806-455-1492.

Let’s Go To ARIOLA’S !!!

BRUCE S A Y S , 
"Whether you fish 

our pond or havo us 
stock your, we’ve 

got tho fish for you”

KATHERINE S A Y S , 
You’ll love my oxclusivo 

Dove Designs 
and the low prices.”

Contact Bruce or Katherine Arioia 
at (806) 867-2094

Coming from Turkey or Silverton 
Coming from Clarendon? Go to blinking light at H w y . 70

Go 12 1/2 miles South on H w y. 70 , and H w y. 256,
Turn West A follow signs then 2 1/2 miles North on H w y . 70

* for 2 1/2 miles. Follow signs.

/
W ester n  Sk ies

M o tel

After A Day on the Trail — Stay with us

•  Clean •  Air Conditioned
• Close-in Parking •  Pool
• Locally,owned and operated
• Recommended by Mobil Travel Guide and AAA

Hwy 287 C larendon (806) 874-3501

Please thank our A dvertisers
for m aking this G uide possible.

Dude & Bill's 
i Shell Service Station

Stop in for the old-fashioned 
full service you thought 

was only a memory.

G as •  O il •  F lats-fixed  •  R epairs

Hwy 287 - C l a r e n d o n
(806) 874-3377

C.W. “ Dude” Cornell 
Real Estate

You might want a piece of 
West Texas for yourself!

All Types of Property

a

Town and Country 
Farms and Ranches 
Lake Frontage 
Commercial

Call: Carol Hinton-agent 
(806) 874-3649 or 874-3148

I
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B u s in e ss
D irec to ry

Restaurants fashions. Personal service. 1920’$
Amiga’s and No More, Hwy 
287E, Clarendon • 806-874-5154
• Specializing in Mexican food, 
old-fashioned hamburgers, “ best 
chicken-fried steak in Donley 
Coupty.’* Take-out orders. 
Clark’s Center, Hwy 287W, 
Clarendon • 806-874-3213 • 
Breakfast, fajitas, barbeque, 
fried chicken. Homemade 
desserts and salsa. Flea market

' furniture, curios, collectibles, 
statuary.
Dairy Queen, Hwy 287W, * • 
Clarendon This is DQ Country! 
Full-line breakfast. Playground. 
Clean restrooms. 7:0C un-10 , 
pm, seven days a week.
Donut Stop/Vince’s Pizza, Hwy 
287E, Clarendon • 806-874-2529
• Baked on premises, pizza 
made (he orginal Italian way, 
and donuts prepared fresh daily. 
FUlin’Station, Hwy 287E, Claude
• 806-226-2210 • Howdy! 
Breakfast from 7:00 am. 3/4-lb. 
Texas hamburgers. Snacks, jce, f 
picnic supplies. Exxon gasoline. 
Clean restrooms.
Jamz, 300 S. Kearney, Claren
don • 806-874-2705 • Family 
eatery. Pizza lunch buffet, Mon- 
Wed-Fri. Sub sandwiches, ice 
cream. 11:00 am - 10:00 pm. 
Closed Sundays.
Mary’s Country Kitchen, Hwy 
287W, Clarendon • 806-874-9975 
Homestyle cooking. Friday night 
specials: local catfish or steak. 
Lunch buffet seven days a week. 
Saints' Roost Steakhouse, Hwy 
287E, Clarendon *806-874-2095
• Visitors Welcome! New 
owners. Fine dining, friendly ser
vice. Cool, crisp salad bar. Sun
day buffet. Parking!
Sam Hill, Hwy 287W, Clarendon
• 806-874-2202 • Pit Bar-B-Q 
and larrupin’ good grub. Wed- 
Sun, 11:00 am-8:0o pm. Friendly 
and hospitable.
Sportsman’s Cafe and Club,
Hwy 86 (Main St), Quitaque • ' 
Lunch buffet, Friday night fajitas. 
Live band on Saturdays. ' ‘Private 
Club” memberships. Ole’!
Turkey Drive-In & Cafe, Junction 
of Hwys 70 & 86, Turkey • 
806-423-1373 • People drive for 
miles for Momma’s wonderful 
fried pies (working on our 
42,119th). Down-home favorites, 
authentic Mexican food.

Shopping
Claude Pharmacy, Hwy 287 on 
the Square, Claude •
1-800-669-0721, 806-226-2221 • 
Texanirs, film, Parigbum’s candy, 
gifts, unique cards, first-aid and 
health products. Antique soda 
fountain.
Greene Dry Goods, 206 S. 
Kearney, Clarendon •
806-874-3443 • Modern Western

I •

setting. Panhandle fine arts and 
antique gallery. .
Karol’s Kountry Koraer, 400 
E. Main (Hwy 86), Quitaque •
806-455-1174 • Famous baskets 
of homemade, Texas-style 
goodies. Original T-shirts, 
jumpers. Antique charm.
The Nook, 208 S. Kearney,
Clarendon • 806-874-3335 • Fine * 
quality apparel for ladies and 
gentlemen. Hosiery and access
ories. Merle Norman cosmetics. 
Michael Jordan tuxedoes.
Stavenhagen Video, 220 S. • «
Kearney, Clarendon •
806-874-5081 • General electrical 
supplies, CBs, scanners, anten
nas, radar detectors. Radio 
Shack® dealer. ♦

Special Events & Tours (
Cowboy Morning, Rt. 1, Box 69, 
Claude, TX 79019-9712 • Reser
vations: 1-800-658-2613 or 
1-806-944-5562 • Ranch 
breakfast by wagon on canyon 
rim. Cowpoke demonstrations.
S.W. Lowe House, 507 W 5th, 
Clarendon, TX 79226 •
806-874-3332 • State and na- 
tional historic landmark. Vic
torian architecture. Our heritage 
revisited. Contact Dr. Zell R.
SoRelle for tours.

Fishing & Supplies
Ariola’s, 12Vi mi. south of 
Clarendon off TX 70 •
806-876-2094 • Stock/catch the 
best fish you’ve tasted or buy 
already dressed -- also Texas 
fashions by Katherine.
Barney’s Marine, on TX 70N 
off Hwy 287W, Clarendon • 
806-874-2033 • Greenbelt Lake 
permits, fishing licenses, boat 
storage and repair. Tackle, bait, 
life jackets, ski equipment.

Real Estate
Jim Garland, 123 S. Kearney,
Rt. 1, Box 66, Clarendon, TX 
79226 • (o) 806-874-3757 (h) 
806-944-5458 • Farms, ranches, 
homes, commercial and recrea
tional land, hunting leases.
Broker’s opinion of value.

Hair Care
Laura’s Shop, Main St., Turkey 
• 806-423-1222 • Complete family 
hair care; perms, “ Sunglitz”® . 

“Turkey, TX” cards. Open Mon- 
Fri.

Service Stations
Dude & Bill’s Shell Service Sta
tion, Hwy 287, Clarendon •
806-874-3377 • Full service. .Call 
Dude or agent Carol Hintop for 
real estate needs 806-874-3649 or 
3148.

Groceries
B & R Thriftway, Hwy 287,'
Clarendon • Fresh produce and 
meat. Picnic to pantry supplies. 
Mon-Sat, 8:00 am—9:00 pm.
Sun, 9:00 am—8:00 pm.
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New Ways To See An Old Beauty
Quitaque’s 
Caprock Canyons

From her isolated rosy sandstone 
walls to her untatned rangeland 
habitats, Caprock Canyons State 
Park' is now more accessible than 
ever. Motor vehicles are still 
restricted to a modest paved road, 
but thh year mountain bike trails 
and expanded equestrian facilities 
have been added to the system of 
hiking and riding trails.

Within these 14,000 acres the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart - 
mei t has protected t ie topography, 
flora and fauna which quickly cap
tivate even the most jaded eye. 
From the top of the Caprock, down 
sheer walls and roughly carved 
badlands, to the sandy fledgling 
creek bottoms, the altitude changes 
1,000 feet within the park. The 
greens of mesquite, yucca, and 
juniper provide a counterpoint to 
the red cliffs streaked with white 
gypsum. Admist the vibrant 
scenery dwell mule deer, buffalo, 
raccoons, turkeys, foxes, golden 
eagles, and numerous other birds, 
reptiles, and mammals who have 
found sanctuary in these canyons

since before the Spanish Con
quistadors came upon the Caprock 
Escarpment and the Llano 
Estacado in 1541. _  /

Although the park was establish
ed in 1981, the Parks Department 
still limits most develop n'-nt so that 
large areas remain undisturbed by 
manmade “ improvements.” 

Within the park, Lake Theo (1)0. 
acres) attracts local and visiting

anglers with catfish, bluegill, crap- 
pie! bass, and in winter months, 
rainbow trout. Some of the land's 
history is revealed in the near by 
Folsom Culture site which dates 
back 10,000 years. The lake is 
located close to the park entrance 
and has picnic tables, a group 
shelter, boat.ramps, a fishing pier, 
and Big C’s Trading Post on its 
banks.

Further up the road are camping 
areas with water and electricity, an 
amphitheater for educational 
presentations, primitive campsites, 
and trailheads interspersed with in
terpretive exhibits.

The unique, new Equestrian 
Camping Area has 12 campsites 
with tables, fire rings, and private 
3-4 horse corrals. They are located

one mile off the road well away 
from “ civilization.” Water is pro
vided for the horses only. Sorry, 
unless you are used to sharing a 
water trough with OP Paint, 
humans must haul their water from 
more developed areas of the park.

With other 16 miles of hiking 
and riding trails, much of Caprock 
Canyons’ wilderness can be seen 
from the perspective of the early ex
plorers. For a more modern ap
proach, eight miles of challenging 
mountain bike trails have been add
ed. They are separate from other 
trails and more are still in develop
ment for all-terrain bicycle en
thusiasts. Don’t forget, the altitude 
changes 1,000 feet within the park 
so there is plenty of rugged riding 
in store for the strong of heart.

The town of Quitaque is the 
gateway to Caprock Canyons State 
Park and provides services and 
shopping for visitors. The park en
trance is on F.M. 1065 about three 
miles north of TX 86. There is a 
$2.00 per car entry fee and reserva
tions for campsites should be made 
in advance. For further details write 
to the park at P.O. Box 204, Quita
que, TX 79255 or call 
806-455-1492.

Leadership and Dependable Service 
In  Caprock Area since 1920

FIRST
NATIONAL BANE 

OF QUITAQUE
M ember FDIC

• • • • « # 4 I. •' > f f * • i f 4 i t

■ Quitaque on Hwy 86

The
SPORTSMAN’S

CLUB

- Your Home 
Away from Home —

FANTASTIC FOOD!

Lunch Buffets 
Friday night Fajitas (Ole'!)

Only “Private Club” in these parts 
(Membership Available)

Live Band on Saturday. . .if the creek don’t rise
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Sweet R elief
Outside it’s hotter than Hell’s 

Kitchen — one of those infamousi 
Texas summer days. “Old Dan and 
I, with throats burned dry, and 
souls that cry for 
SNOWCONES!”

Could it be true? Look closely; 
don’t be fooled by the shimmering 
mirage. Out here in the middle of 
this canyon?

And a big guy with a big grin -  
looks like Santa Claus wearing a 
gimmee cap. Says his name’s James 
Cathey. )

What kind of snowcone would I 
like? Homemade Syrup? (This 
must be a dream.) Blueberry,

24-hr. Road Service

M ack’s Garage
Can Fit It!

24 Years Experience

Call: ~8063t£ ||[
Hwy 287 at Carhart in CLARENDON

Citizens Revitalize Downtown
strawberry, raspberry -  so many.

Such an important decision ... 
can’t make a mistake. Finally, the 
answer comes flooding back from 
childhood memories of similar 
summer days. “ Cali you make a, 
a, a Rainbow snowcone?”

Mr. Cathey cocks his head and 
says, “ Well, I can’t make a Rain
bow...but I can make a real Yucky 
one.”  Wow.

Squirts of red, yellow, green, 
even purple, oozing down and 
around those precious nuggets of 
ice.
That’s the kind of snowcone that 
lasts and lasts.

When a deep economic recession 
occurs, vacant buildings in a big ci
ty are not as noticeable as in a small 
town. They merely are swallowed 
up by the sheer numbers of signs, 
cars, people. But empty buildings, 
as well as people, in small towns 
stand out.

In Quitaque, however, the peo
ple stood up. With characteristic 
pride and grit, they rolled up their 
sleeves and went to work about two 
years ago.

“ Come’ to work and bring your 
hoes,”  was the slogan which 
brought out almost everyone to 
their All-Community Hoe Down. 
On that day old buildings were re
painted and weeds cleared from 
cracks in the sidewalks. Some of 
the women decided to decorate a 
large display window of the recent
ly vacated Dry Goods building.

The idea produced such good 
results that they continued to work 
with owners of other vacant and 
even occupied buildings toward the 
same goal: a Sidewalk Museum.

“ Texas Horsepads,” a manufac
turing company, cleared out large 
rolls of fabric which filled two large 
display windows. These same win
dows now feature wagon and 
buggy wheels, and an assortment of 
western paraphernalia, including an 
authentic U.S. Mail pouch carried 
by horseback.

A Branding Party was held at 
which local ranches brought and 
burned their brands onto a

weathered wood corral fence 
assembled especially for another 
display window: A few of the 
brands dated back to the 1800’s, 
having been passed down through 
generations of ranching families. 
Jim Stroup, a pioneer in his 80’s 
remarked, “ I’ve never seen this 
many dressed-up people at a 
branding!”

Where once grain and equipment 
had been stored, a country kitchen 
display, featuring an old kerosene 
cook stove, chums, sausage stuffer, 
canner and various kitchen fur
niture and implements, now lends 
old-fashioned charm to the streets 
of Quitaque.

Strollers can also enjoy exhibits 
of a vintage bedroom, tby room 
printing press, sewing room, and 
military uniforms.

For one of the displays, ladies of 
Quitaque gathered up hats they had 
saved for many years to lend a cer
tain panache to the “ Millinery 
Shoppe.”

Old cotton scales, a scythe, plov 
and other farm tools can be seen u 
the window of the local hardwart 
store, bringing together methods o: 
the past and current activities 
associated with cotton, a crop 
which is still very much a part o! 
the area economy.

The people of Quitaque just 
won’t listen to the dire prediction: 
that “ small towns in Texas are dy
ing.”  Generously giving their time, 
talents, and possessions, these 
citizens have clearly demonstrated 
hope and faith in their communi
ty. They put real meaning in the 
words they grew up believing, 
“ standing all in the saddle.”  \

Editor’s Note: Many thanks 
to Mrs. O . R . (Mary) Stark 
of Quitaque for compiling 
the information from which 
this article was w ritten, 
and to all the wonderful 
people who participated in 
the revitalization project.

If your travels bring you 
to Quitaque— 

for a month, a week, 
or even a day—

we have an ideal cottage for you.
Very reasonable, up to 4 adults

Stay at Bowman’s
Ya’ll call 806-455-1377 

P.O. Box 7 Quitaque, TX 79255

" /w ^ C A N  MAKE THIS AREA

V j R O W . i s  a theme 
w e've been using for some time now. 
The reality is that it's TRUE.

By working together there have 
been 25 new plants move their 
operations or open new facilities in 
our service territory, creating 3,639 
new jobs since 1988.

We all share in the benefits of 
growth and economic development 
so let's continue to work together.

We Can Make It GROW!

Southwestern 
Public Service Company

030.1

I; .1
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Claude: O f Railroads, 
Ranching, and . . . .

Claude’s beginning is a familiar 
story of the settlement of the 
Panhandle, the same story of many 
small rural towns which gambled 
on being “ the grand junction’’ of 
the railroads and winning the crap- 
shoot to become the area’s large 
financial and commercial center. 
The towns were speculative plats 
which enterprising land owners 
donated or visionary developers 
scrambled to buy. They sprang up 
almost overnight just ahead of the 
rails; when the dust settled, there 
were tents, wagons, dugout shelters 
and people.

Stockyards and cattle cars ap
peared on the horizon as the 
railroads connected the dot-to-dot 
town sites. The Plains cowboy 
stayed home on the range; after 
1887, the 40-day ride, through 
stampede and sandstorm to the 
Dodge City railhead, was history.

Claude’s original name was 
Armstrong City; no one really 
knows why except that the town lay 
within the 1876 boundaries 
established for Armstrong County by 
the State of Texas. And perhaps the 
Fort Worth and Denver City 
Railway Company needed a quick 
way to identify the site on its map. 
How the town eventually came to 
be called Claude is a story in itself. 
(See sidebar.) ,

Claude became the Armstrong 
County seat in a general election on 
May 8, 1890. According to local 
legend, Col. Charles Goodnight, 
co-founder of the still-operating JA 
Ranch, cast the vote that broke the 
tie between Washburn and Claude.

The JA, a site on the National 
Register of Historic Landmarks, is 
south of Claude off Texas 207 and 
east of FM 2272. Historian J. 
Evetts Haley describes the JA, 
founded in 1876, as “ probably the 
finest and best managed ranch in 
the Great Plains region.*’ It is " in  
institution of high-hearted action, 
square shocking and fair dealing.’’

Col. Goodnight and his wife are 
buried in the cemetery north of 
U.S. 287 in the town of Goodnight, 
14 miles east of Claude.

Claude today is a small com
munity of just over 1,000 people. 
They and their forebears have en
dured drought, grasshopper 
plagues, blue blizzards and prairie 
dogs. Barbed wire and windmills 
represent the life and economy. 
Because ranching and farming are 
occupations which require much 
acreage and few people, the basic 
lifestyle is not likely to change 
substantially, and that may be the” 
secret of Claude’s charm.

The Checker Game, 1912, Claude. 

Remember when... 

families entertained themselves 

at home without video games? - 

Photo Courtesy Judi Synek

Calf's Braids With Butter

Soak the brains in cold water un
til white, carefully removing the 
outer membrane. Drain, place in a 
saucepan with one pint of boiling 
water, two tablespoonfuls of 
vinegar, a half teaspoonful of salt, 
a slice of onion, quarter of a bay 
leaf and part of a blade of mace. 
Simmer very quietly for 15 minutes. 
In the meantime place two tables
poonfuls of butter in a small 
saucepan and heat slowly until it 
becomes a dark brown. Drain the 
brains, arrange on a hot platter, 
add to the browned butter one 
tablespoonful of vinegar, pour over 
the brains and send at once to the 
table.

— "All Around the House, ’’ 
The Claude News, November 

17, 1911, Vol. X, No. 7; 
L’.V. Hamner, Publisher.

n i l in i l l lT " 11 m m i . r m n . M * * ---------------------- ~  -Claude Pharmacy
1111ii i n 11 1 m 11111U C

im aiai

1 • •  •

Texanirs, Gifts 
and Coming Soon 

Old Fashioned

SELL’S

TIRE

CENTER

24 Hour 1 
Road Service

t >1 874-5058
*7 H  874-2429
r -

t f j  I  H w y 287
i j  d a r e n ( j o n

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆  

Don’t mess with Texas.

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

Flea Market Antiques
Old West Treasures

W e’re open when 
the Indian is on the porch

Hwy 287 - On the Square in CLAUDE

Just Like Momma’s 
Home Cookin’ at

L.A. Diner
Featuring Homemade RolIs, 

Pies, Biscuits, and Cinnamon Rolls 
From 6:00 a.m.

“ Rockhound”
Original creations 
from native rock 

[Texas Plume Agatej 
Picture Jasper 
Petrified Wood

Daily Specials 
Salad Bar

In CLAUDE 
Hwy 287

’ a /

V
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. . .  Rattlesnakes, Too!
When he saw a group of surveyors 

near the tracks, Claude Ayres, a 
FW&DC engineer, stopped the 
freight train at the new railroad 
townsite in the Texas Panhandle.

“ What are you going to name 
this burg?” he asked them. Local 
historians record different versions 
of the conversation that followed. 
But, apparently, after exploring the 
viable options, the simple answer to 
Ayres’ question was, “ We don’t 
know.”

“ Why don’t  you name it for 
me?” he suggested, and proceeded 
down the track, working his way 
west with every new spike.

' 1
Perhaps he had more than a 

passing interest; some reports in
dicate that Claude Ayres lived in 
Clarendon but had filed a settler’s 
claim on land in or near the new 
FW&DC townsite.

The fuzzy details of land claims 
don’t really matter now. The fact 
is that the town’s people, having ex
hausted other alternatives, named

their community for Claude, the 
friendly freight train engineer. The 
affection must have been mutual 
because Ayres requested that he be 
buried in Claude.

And so he was. At Claude Ayres’ 
funeral on October 7, 1915, his 
brother, A.W., recalled the newly- 
settled area as it was in 1887. The 
loneliness and inconvenience, just 
to maintain a settler’s claim, made 
the days long and life miserable, he 
said. Rattlesnakes were the last 
straw—they were under the bed and 
on the pantry shelves!

“ With eleven rattlers in one 
pocket and thirteen in another, 
with a bundle of clothes and two 
guns, I dashed for Claude’s train 
which I knew was approaching.” 
The expressman thought A.W. was 
an outlaw trying to rob the train 
until he threw his guns into the cab 
and was able to swing inside.

“ I told my brother thatTie need 
not count on me to hold down his 
old rattlesnake den, for I was 
leaving-in fact, I had left.”

t ’ -

Pharmacy
prescriptions 

first aid products 
over the counter remedies

Hwy 287 W-Clarendon
874-3554

In the Spring of 1866, Charles Goodnight bought the gear of a government wagon and had it entirely, 
rebuilt with seasoned bois d’arc. Its axles were iron instead of wood. At the rear of the wagon, he built 
the first chuck box with a hinged lid that let down on a swinging leg to form the cook’s work table. 
It was driven on the trail by the cook and a four-mule team. In the days of the open range,, this JA 
mobile home rolled from the Canadian River to the Brazos. After barbed wire, until the late 1880’s, 
the chuckwagon accompanied the drives from Greer County, Oklahoma, to the Palo Duro Canyon 
the Salt Fork of the Red River to the Quitaque. (Source: Charles Goodnight, Cowman and Plat 
by J. Evetts Haley, 1949, University of Oklahoma Press)

Help prevent grass fires.
☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆

: 1880 s, 
>n, from 
insman.

CAPROCK

Out Where the Best Begins

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
of CLAUDE, TEXAS

ty ■ m<■ ;
-

Since 1904

j

Hwy 287 & Trice - CLAUDE
M ember FDIC

*

TOURS
Ranching Heritage 
Culture Circuit

• Indian Legacy
• Customized Tours to fit your group

W‘ l '/*

Steve U lre y
(806) 455-1179

Jo h n  F rancis 
(806) 847-2619 

niinminiiunnmi«m

Kountry
K ettle

We Serve 
Country 

Comforts

homemade burgers and fries, 
hand breaded chicken-fried steak, 

Mexican food, and steaks 
M on.-Sat..11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

H w y 287 W . at 207 S. - C L A U D E

1 I
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Silverton Jamboree: 
Coming Home To My Senses

Returning to my native Texas, 
after some 30 years in the East has 
restored a soul too long estranged 
from her roots. I learned two 
things: that Texas, eventually 
reclaims its own is not an exaggera
tion, and the culture which nurtured 
me to adulthood is a precious link 
to my continuity.

Just the sight of the Texas 
Panhandle, at the junction of earth 
and sky, was uplifting but also 
humbling. Here in the West, a sense 
of space for freedom to be and 
grow is balanced by the sense that 
one human being is a very small 
part of the universe, and a relative 
newcomer at that. Matters of the 
heart seem so insignificant under an 
endless sky, whether it’s full of cot
ton clouds or shooting stars, or at, 
the rim of a canyon, creatively 
carved over billions of years. The 
drive between Claude and Silverton 
down TX 207 offers exactly that 
kind of spiritual experience.

Satisfying a deprived sense of

taste was easy: barbecue, Tex-Mex 
and Whataburgers. And that 
familiar scent in the wind-manure 
and petroleum-brought a smiling 
memory to my face. Nothing 
sweeter, the old-timers used to say, 
than the smell of money.

But what I had missed most, 
never realizing the depth of the 
void, were the sounds of Texas-the 
drawl and the music. To speak the 
language means slowing the 
tongue, making two-syllable words 
of one, and remembering the 
down-home expressions. I love the 
word “ visit.” Old gents visit “ of a 
morning” over coffee and politics: 
“ That old dog won’t hunt.” 
Bankers' and homebuyers visit 
before negotiating mortgage terms: 
“ My son’s an Aggie, too.” Church 
members visit with strangers and 
ask, “ Where’re you-aH from?” or 
“ Where’re you out of?” To visit is 
the friendly way to conduct 
business and to love your neighbor; 
it’s a state law and, therefore, 
divine.

Last winter, I visited with the 
good folks at the Caprock Jam
boree in Silverton. It’s a first- 
Saturday-of-the-month, family- 
style musical evening, “ no 
bedroom songs.”  Mostly local 
talent stage a.pickin’-’n-singin’ at 
the community center, a WWII- 
vintage quonset hut just south of 
the Briscoe County Courthouse. 
Supper at $3.50 per person is 
something like homemade chili, 
with or without beans, brownies
and coffee._______ _____  ’
~The cowboy music is “ take it 

away, Leon” Texas swing to fiddle 
and guitar, singalong, toe-tapping, 
hand-clapping. The gospel is born- 
again tent revival when Daddy sang 
bass and Momma sang tenor. Wear 
faded jeans, wrinkled boots and a 
sweat-stained h a t- and bring your 
own chair. The Caprock Jamboree 
draws a right good crowd. (Smoke 
outside except in November when 
the cotton wagons are parked near
by and loaded for the gin.)

-P a t Sikes

“TW O -FO R-TVESD AY J " : Double shots of your favorite 
artists.
“NO-REPEAT THURSDAYS“: Throughout every Thursday, 
you’ll never hear the same song twice.

BBC CLASSIC TRAX: One rare recording each weekday at 
12 :30  pm from  the BBC Radio Archives. Features artists 
such as the Beatles, Cream, The Who, Rolling Stones, etc.
AFTERNOON TR A FFIC  JA M : A mint-concert to take you  
home each workday, featuring consecutive cuts by a featured  
sublet. Heard M onday through Friday 5 :10  -  5 :25  pm.
ALL-REQUEST SATURDAY NIGHTS: From  6 :00  pm to 
midnight every Saturday, our listeners choose the m usic/
ROCK AND ROLL WEEKEND S:  Special giveaways and 
music from  featured artists, blended Into our regular 

- programming.

TH6 PtNHANbit's Reck Soue.it / • / .  f  F M

l - t00- «  T R Y - K A T P  “  ( t 7 1 - s z t 7 )

Tee it up at
Clarendon Country Club

Overlooking beautiful Greenbelt Lake. 
Relax and enjoy a round of golf 

while visiting the area.

Very reasonable Green Fees 
Carts Available 
(closed Tuesdays) :

Call A1 Ramsey 
At the Pro Shop 806-874-2166

Introducing...
from one windy city 

to another... 
Chicago Style

O incx'A
Homemade the Original Italian W ay  

•  Special sauces 
•  Thick fresh cheeses 

•  Finest ingredients
Exceptional quality baked into each & every pizza

Hwy 287 E. —  CLARENDON 
874-2529

Hours: 1:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

We Deliver! $10.00 minimum

Pulling Together For West Texas

WEST TEXAS GAS, Inc.
Welcome Visitors,

We fill propane bottles!

G t t O R D
\

O pen 7:00 am - 6:00 pm Mon. - Fri.
7:00 am - 12:00 noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays

Hwy 287 E. - CLARENDON 
Gasoline * Diesel * Propane
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M£ny outstanding historic rem
nants come together in Lake 
Mackenzie. It is located in Tule 
Canyon (12 miles northwest of 
Silverton via TX 86W or about 45 
miles from Claude via TX 207S) 
where the Prairie Dog Town Fork 
of the Red River leaves Palo Duro 
Canyon.

About 1542, a hunting expedi
tion by Coronado explorers 
discovered friendly Tejas Indians in 
the canyon. The lake’s namesake 
Col. Ranald Mackenzie, known as 
America’s best Indian fighter, led 
his 4th Cavalry down these canyon 
cliffs in 1874 to attack an encamp
ment of Cheyenne, Kiowa and 
Comanche and essentially finished 
a 35-year Indian war. The troops 
drove some 1,400 Indian horses and 
mules up the canyon walls. Bone

Ford was named for the bleaching 
bones of the captured animals 
which were destroyed at the army 
camp west of the lake. Oldtimers 
speak of ghost herds thundering 
across the caprock rims on moon- 
sliver nights.

“ The Narrows” gorge with 
opposing 300’ steep walls is one of 
the most dramatic canyon forma
tions on the High Plains. Evidence 
of ancient Indian cultures which 
inhabited the wilderness is still 
uncovered in canyon arroyos and 
gullies, and on canyon walls.

Opened in 1976, Lake Macken
zie is an 896 surface-acre reservoir 
created by state legislation in 1965 
to supply municipal water. The 
water treatment plant south of the 
lake conducts guided plant tours. 
Lake Mackenzie recreational

facilities provide for picnicking and 
camping, including RV hookups. 
Boat ramps and floating docks 
accommodate Ashing and water 
skiing, regulated in a counter
clockwise direction. Swimmers are 
responsible for their own safety.

The lake is stocked with fish by 
the Texas Parks and 'Wildlife 
Department. Anglers will find cat
fish, crappie, bass, stripers, walleye 
and perch. Lake visitors may-also 
see delightful animal life like mule 
deer, African Aoudad sheep, bald 
eagles and other wild fowl.

Hunting, ftaearms, motorcycles, 
motorbikes and houseboats are 
prohibited. For more information 
or large-group reservations, contact 
the Mackenzie Water Authority, 
Rt. 1, Box 14, Silverton, Texas 
79257, phone 806-633-4326.

Lake Mackenzie, an 896 surface-acre reservoir near Silverton.

Bivens Pharmacy
Health & Beauty Aide 

806-874-3740

CLARENDON

COLLEGE

Established 1098 
A  Pioneer in Higher Education 

on the Texas Plains

Today, Clarendon College serves the education 
needs of students in four types of programs:

★  General college academic 
and pre-professional,

★  Vocational/occupational,

★  Adult vocational, and

★  Com m unity service.

Visitors are welcome at Clarendon College 
Call (806) 874-3571 for more information.

Hwy 287 & Kearney 
CLARENDON

A Musical Dram a By Paul G reen

JUNE 12 -  AUGUST 24, 1991 
Nightly Except Sundays .

In Palo Duro Canyon State Park

For Reservations. Write: P.O. Box 268, Canyon, TX 79015 or Call: 806-655-2181

All Your Electronic Needs

'sfV'i'4'*
C B ’s, Scanners 

Antennaes 
Radar Detectors

. Come to Clarendon for 
electronic bargains: 

general electrical supplies 
toys, and

communication equipment

Downtown -
Clarendon
874-5081

A a d t o / f c a ek
dealer

_________  ____ *

Tule Canyon Holds Lake Mackenzie
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OF Pete
Our Prairie Dog Town correspondent 

Covering the spit and whittle4'* 
tale-telling circuit ■

Goodnight’s < 

Wheelbarrow
Yesterday morning, ol’ Tommy Saye whistled me over to his store 

across Main Street. Seems he was hiding from doing inventory like 
I was dodging my deadline. Well, after we dispensed with current 
local goings on, the subject' turned to taxes-not ours but Charlie 
Goodnight’s.

The Old Man (Colonel Goodnight) was what you might call a 
strongwilled sort of gent. According to Tommy, he even has a monu
ment in Austin to back that up. Of course, he did big things tp settle 
this part of Texas; but when it came to taxes, he pfobably felt a lot 
like you and me. Haven’t you ever been tempted to pay up your “ tax 
liability”  with several rolls of pennies sent C.O.D.?

Anyhow, me and Tommy had a good chuckle about the ornery 
in all of us when he told the story about “ Goodnight’s 
Wheelbarrow.”

“ About 1970, or let’s see ’75, well anyway, in the seventies, I car
ried some Boy Scouts down to Austin for the Governor’s Inaugura
tion. On Congress Avenue (the main street that runs to the Capitol), 
we spotted a monument. The Scouts read the inscription about 
Charles Goodnight, and did that ever fascinate those boys: They 
couldn’t believe that tales about people from their own stomping 
grounds reached all the way to Austin.”

“ You see, the marker said Mr. Goodnight walked down Congress 
Avenue pushing a wheelbarrow full of silver dollars to pay his taxes. 
He brought a cowboy guard on each side of him and they were carry
ing six-shooters. At the Capitol steps the State Treasurer came out 
and refused the payment in currency (a considerable sum in those 
days). So Mr. Goodnight noted he had tried in good faith to pay 
what he owed, took his money, and headed home.”

Now, Tommy couldn’t say whether or not those taxes ever got paid, 
but the story did make quite an impression on the boys. And like 
I said, we had a good chuckle, but by then it was about time to meet 
the guys for coffee down at the cafe. I thanked him for giving me 
a story to beat my deadline and told him to get back in the store 
to see if his wife Lucy had finished inventory without him.

The legendary 
Wild West 

w ill live again 
when you mount 

your very own 
Saddletramp 

barstool!

Classic beauty and 
rugged strength-^ 

of a genuine, 
hand-made saddle 
on an adjustable, 

sturdy swivel stand.

r C hoice o f

★  s ty les, colors, tr im s,
★  new  or

“seasoned” sad d le s  

G re a t fo r★ • _
★  home
★  office
★  prom otional prizes

★  com m ercial 
e stab lish m en ts; 
ask  us about our 
“Tough S tuff” model.

For m ore inform ation , 
Contact: S ad d le tram p

P.O. Box 1088 
C larendon, TX 79226 
Phone: 806-874-3214 .

i

BEER
LIQUOR — WINE

4 m iles north o f C larendon  
Hwy 70 N .

O pen 10 a .m . — 10 p .m .
7 days a week

Ice — Picnic lies—  G as

Help prevent grass fires.

- From Sun up... 
Past Sundown x 1 /

w e can fill your needs at the

Fillin’ Station
(Hwy 287 — Claude)

Breakfast from 7 A.M. 

3/4-lb. Texas-Style 

Hamburgers 

Snacks 

Ice
Picnic Supplies 

Exxon Gas

We pride ourselves on our
t  •• •

Clean R estroom s

/
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C A L E N D A R
A N D

SILVERTON

Attractions . - >'

Briscoe County Courthouse, 1922. 
County organized 1892. Jail,
House Museum, 1894, Briscoe 
County Courthouse.

* . >\ • - 
, ' Special Events „ ̂ v ( ' •sr'-. ' ■%
1st Sat, Jun/Jul/Aug, Caprock 
Jamboree, 6:30 pm, Silverton 
Show Bam. Cowboy music. 6:00 
pm, mesquite-grilled hamburgers.

”* Contact 806-847-2619.

May 10, Salt River Productions,
7:30 pm, Silverton Show Bam. 
Western music concert. $6 ad
vance, S7.50 door. Contact 
806-847-2619: A ; *./ '

July 13 (tentative), Rocking W 
Ramblers, Silverton Show Bam. 
New Mexico cowboy music. Con
tact 806-847-2619.

Aug 8, 9, 10, Briscoe Co. Rodeo,
7:00 pm, Wood Memorial Rodeo 
Pen, Silverton. C  intact 

. 806-823-2236.

Aug 10, Briscoe Co. Celebration,
10:00 am, Courthouse lawn. Live 
entertainment, games, crafts,

• parade, contests. 3:30 pm, BBQ. 
Contact 806-847-2619.

_________QU1TAQUE_________

Attractions * \

Sidewalk Museum, Downtown. 
Storefront displays depict heritage.

Special Events

1st Sat, Dec., Caprock Country 
Christmas, all day. City-wide

celebration, Open House at 
shops, businesses. Activities and 
entertainment.
i i ' *U • /
Briscoe County Centennial, 
1892-1992. Monthly events dur
ing 1992 to celebrate. Contact 
Quhaque City Manager, 
806-455-1456, or mail inquiry to 
Quitaque Area Chamber of - 
Commerce, Box 207, Quitaque, 
TX 79225.:

__________ TURKEY_________
Attractions

Bob Wills’ Museum, City Hall. 
Bob Wills’ Memorial, TX 86W 
at Turkey city l̂imits, Main St.

tip*
Special Events ,,

Last weekend in Apr. annually, 
Bob Wills’ Day, all day, Bob 
Wills Center. Texas Playboys 
Reunion. Old fiddlers’ contest, 
dance, parade, BBQ.

__________ CLAUDE__________

Attractions

Armstrong County Courthouse, 
1912. County organized 1890. In 
the Claude area, the flat terrain 
and brilliant sunsets have made 
perfect film settings you will 
recognize from TV commercials 
and movies (“ Hud,”  “ Sunshine 
Christmas,” and “ Indiana 
Jones: The Last Crusade” ).

Special Events

1st week, July, Caprock Round- 
up/Old Settlers Reunion. Beauty

pageants, parade, beard-growing 
contest, rodeo, BBQ, cow pattie 
bingo, entertainment.

________ CLARENDON_______
l

Attractions / i
Donley County Courthouse,
1890. County organized 1890. 
Saints’ Roost Museum, TX 70S 
off US 287. Open Sun, 1-5 pm, 
and by appointment. Contact 
806-874-3517, 2546 or 3839.
Take time to drive around town 
to see tum-of-the-century architec
ture, from prairie style to formal 
Victorian.

•■v

Special Events

Jun 9-15, 1st annual Elderhostel,
Clarendon Junior College. Con
tinuing education program for 
age 62 + ; archeology, cattle ranch
ing, Western swing music.
Register by May 15. Contact 
CJC Administration 
806-874-3571.

Sept 14, JA Ranch Reunion 
Dance, 8:00 pm, Clarendon 
Community Center. Public 
welcome.

Following events sponsored by 
Clarendon-Donley Co. Chamber 
of Commerce, Contact 
806-874-2421:

May 17, Desert Storm Vet
Parade, 3:00 pm, Kearney St., 
Downtown Clarendon, From 
depot (N of Hwy 287, S to city 
park).

May 17, Old-Fashion Box Sup
per Auction, 7:00 pm, CHS ten

nis court or old gym. 
Entertainment.

Saturdays, May 18-Aug 31, 
“ Saturday Night Live in 
Downtown Clarendon,”  7:00 
pm/May, 8:00 pm/Jun-Jui-Aug, 
Kearney St. locations. Fun 
booths, live music (country 
western, gospel, bluegrass).

Saturdays, Jun 1-Aug 31, Live 
music concerts, 9:00 pm, Lake 
Greenbelt west of main marina. 
C-W1, bluegrass.

June 21, 22, 23, City-wide 
Garage Sale.

July 4, 5, 6, 4th of July Celebra
tion, 12 noon BBQ, Donley Co. 
Courthouse Square. Parade, ven
dors, rodeo, dance.

v • •' *
July 6, Merchants’ sidewalk 
sales, farmers’ market,
Downtown Clarendon. Artisans, 
races.
1st Sat, Aug/Sept/Oct, Trades 
Days, 10:00 am, Community 
Center and rodeo grounds. Ven
dor booths, farm produce, local 
merchants;

_________ GENERAL________

Attractions

All the highways of the area 
provide beautiful views; 
however, TX 207 south of 
Claude and TX 256 east of 
Silverton have especially 
dramatic views of canyonland!

Historical markers:
Armstrong Co. Courthouse 

Sc, .are, US 287, Claude.

• Dugout, TX 207, between 
Claude and Silverton.

• Overlook, TX 207, near 
Briscoe Co. line.

• Lake Mackenzie overlook, 
TX 207.

•  Briscoe Co. Courthouse
Square, TX 86, Silverton

- /  *>
• Comanchero Trail picnic 

area, TX 86, between Silverton 
and Quitaque.

i • Sites within towns of 
Clarendon and Claude..

• Goodnight House, US 287, 
Goodnight
Caprock Canyons State Park, 
13,960 acres, recreation and ar
cheological sites, north from 
Quitaque. Contact 806-455-1492.
Three lakes in the region offer 
recreation and summertime 
respite: Greenbelt near Claren
don, Mackenzie northwest of 
Silverton, and Theo .in Caprock 
Canyons State Park.
Goodnight Cemetery, north of 
US 287 at Goodnight. Good
night’s grave and a feeling of 
lonesome prairies.

Prairie Dog Gazette welcomes 
calendar entries for public 
events. Please submit written in
formation to P.O. Box 1286, 
Clarendon, TX 79226. Include 
contact name and phone 
number. Prairie Dog Gazette 
verifies to the best of our 
abilities each entry at press time; 
however, we cannot be responsible 
for changes in activities. We sug
gest calling sponsors of the events 
for confirmation..

CANYON ECHOES
W e a r  a  1 0 -g a llo n  

h a t  f o r  a  
p in t - s iz e  p ric e !

C O M M U N IC A T IO N S
Call Area Code 806 

874-3214 or 358-2465 
in Clarendon in Amarillo v

V v
From Our Drawingboard To Your Door, 

Put Our Advertising & Publishing Skills 
To Work For You!

*
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Ride to th '
0 horse l He rlrn o f our 
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Cowboy Morning
Figure 3 Ranch -■ Palo D uro  Canyon

. . to out

tem °uS

HOW TO GET THERE ' v> * - *■ m-  - f  v  :-.M

M

*

y

, Tom  and Anne Christian are waiting to show you the beauty of their 
ranch, where their family has been making folks feel. welcome since 

1903. And their crew might even show you some of the skills that made 
cowboys famous ... right after breakfast .... Chow Time!

OPEN APRIL T O  O C TO B E R  (DAILY FROM JU N E  THROUGH AUGUST). 
BY RESER VATIO N  O N LY 1-800-658-2613 or 1-806-944-5562 

OR W RITE: C O W BO Y MORNING (Since 1981), Route 1, Box 69, 
Claude, Texas 79019-9712

Adult $19, Children $14.50 age 4 to 12, free under 4 years.

Visitors Welcome, for a snack or a meal! 
Clarendon Dairy Queen

A':

Full-line Breakfast
Open 7:00 a.m. i 10:00 p.m., Seven days a week 

Hwy 287 W. Clarendon (806) 874-2611

Mitchie Fuston, Manager

12-OZ. BLIZZARD® OR BREEZE®

99EACH

. a.. «. 1 .. .,L' 1. “ - if V
—

I Qeod ontyat I Wo hw y M7. Ctatandon. Limit on* coupon par visit. Limit 6 par couoon Cannot 
1 baoombmed witn any othar ofier Expraa 7/1/91
•| • Rag. U.SPal t Tm. OB Am. O.Q. Cotp. ©T« 0 Q Op Coun PDG |
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