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Monday, December 9, 2024
Schedule of Events

 4:30 p.m.
• Santa arrives at the City Park
with Miss Friona Kitzy Welch
and Little Miss Liz’Marie Quezada 
• Mayor Lewellen’s welcome speech
• FFA students gather children’s letters to Santa 
• Choir will sing Christmas carols
• Cupcake Decorating Station
• Ornament Decorating Station 
• Vendors and Food Trailers in the Park 

6:00 p.m. 
• Christmas Parade of Lights participants
line up on Euclid between 10th & 7th Streets 

6:30 p.m. 
• Christmas Parade of Lights begins

Christmas iinn  tthhee  PPaarrkk  
 

- Santa & Mrs. Claus arrive with Miss Friona Kitzy Welch and Little Miss Arribelle Hernandez at the City Park
- All will join Mayor Lewellen at the Christmas Tree in the Park for the Mayor’s welcome speech

- FFA students help gather the children’s letters to Santa
- Choir will sing carols

- Vendors and Food Trailers in the Park
6:00 p.m. 

- Christmas Parade of Lights participants line up on Euclid Street between 10th and 7th Streets
6:15 p.m.

- Santa & Miss Claus stop seeing children
6:30 p.m. 

- Christmas Parade of Lights begins

City of Friona To Issue Vehicle Registration Tags
The City of Friona is pleased to an-

nounce that it will be taking over the 
process of issuing vehicle registration 
tags, a responsibility previously man-
aged by the Friona Chamber of Com-
merce. This change is designed to better 
serve our residents by offering extended 
hours of operation. Vehicle registration 
tags will now be available at Friona City 
Hall, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. With the renewal no-
tice you must bring proof of insurance 
and inspection valid through December 
31st. Only cash and checks will be ac-
cepted, and checks will need to be from 
a local bank. 

“This adjustment was made with our 

community’s convenience in mind, 
ensuring greater flexibility and acces-
sibility for residents. We are committed 
to providing services that align with the 
needs of Friona’s residents, and this new 
arrangement reflects our dedication to 
that mission,” said Friona City Manager 
Lee Davila. “By moving vehicle registra-
tion services to City Hall, this gives fami-
lies and individuals more options to take 
care of important tasks without having 
to drive to Farwell. It’s all about listening 
to what the community needs and deliv-
ering solutions that work.” 
Información de Registros de Vehículos

La ciudad de Friona se complace en 
anunciar que nos haremos cargo del 

proceso de emisión de placas de regis-
tro de vehículos, una responsabilidad 
que anteriormente estaba a cargo de la 
Cámara de Comercio de Friona. Este 
cambio está diseñado para brindar un 
mejor servicio a nuestros residentes al 
ofrecer un horario de atención exten-
dido. Las placas de registro de vehículos 
estarán disponibles en el Ayuntamiento 
de Friona de lunes a viernes, de 8:00 a.m. 
a 5:00 p.m. Junto con el aviso de reno-
vación, debe traer un comprobante de 
seguro e inspección válidos hasta el 31 
de diciembre. Solo se aceptarán efectivo 
y cheques, que deberán ser de un banco 
local. 

“Este ajuste se realizó teniendo en 

cuenta la conveniencia de nuestra co-
munidad, garantizando una mayor 
flexibilidad y accesibilidad para los 
residentes. Estamos comprometidos a 
brindar servicios que se alineen con las 
necesidades de los residentes de Frio-
na, y este nuevo acuerdo refleja nuestra 
dedicación a esa misión”, dijo el admi-
nistrador de la ciudad de Friona, Lee 
Davila. “Al trasladar los servicios de reg-
istro de vehículos al Ayuntamiento, esto 
les brinda a las familias y a las personas 
más opciones para ocuparse de tareas 
importantes sin tener que conducir has-
ta Farwell. Se trata de escuchar lo que 
necesita la comunidad y brindar solu-
ciones que funcionen”.

Bales on the ground go ‘round and ‘round — Cotton harvest is back on track after the record setting rainfall the area received during November.

Parmer Paws Receives Donation

In the photo — (l-r) Greg & Jamie Lewellen, Julie Butler, Lupe Salinas, Pam & Danny Kendrick.

On Monday, Parmer Paws vol-
unteers Lupe Salinas and Pam 
Kendrick received a check for 
$50,000 from the Pudge Kendrick 
Memorial Golf Tournament. The 
annual PK Memorial golf tourney 
raised a total of $75,000 this past 
year. Besides the Parmer Paws 

donation, the Hereford Cancer 
Coalition and Parmer County 
Cancer Coalition also received 
$12,500 each.

Greg & Jamie Lewellen are the 
co-chairs of the Parmer County 
Cancer Coalition and Julie Butler 
is the chair of the Hereford Cancer 

Coalition. Danny Kendrick is the 
owner of Kendrick Oil Company.

The donation was part of the 
Panhandle Gives project and the 
Parmer Paws Animal Outreach 
Center could receive additional 
funds when those donations are 
distributed.
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  1  Maureen O’____
      starred in 1950 film
      “Rio Grande”
  5  Arab ruler
  6  Waco once hosted
      “The Great Texas
      ____ Race”
  7  NW Tarrant County
      on highway 199
  8  Texas actor Tommy
      ___ Jones
  9  TX Harvey who
      wrote the music for
      “The Fantasticks”
16  TX Steve Forrest
      film “The Longest
      Day” was about this
18  TXism: “he ______
      ___ his mouth” (talks
      without thinking)
21  TXism: “__ hill for
      a stepper”
22  TXism: “feel like _
      ___ chewed up
      and spit out” (sore)
23  Farrow of 1978 film
      “A Wedding” with 
      TX-born Burnett
24  check your blind
      ____  __ you drive
30  dough balls
34  trucker radio
35  Dawson County seat
36  Texas critic, Rex
37  Spanish explorer
      in El Paso area:  
      Juan de _____
39  Lone Star team
      that won the 2023
      World Series
43  TXism: “hot as
      road ___  __ July”
44  1960s TV western

  1  “Jackson County
      ______-Tribune”
  2  astonished
  3  in Longview: 
      “East Texas _____
      ___ Pistol Club”
  4  actor Johnson of
      “Laugh In” with
      Texas-born Teresa
      Graves
  9  Pena’s pos. with
      Houston Astros
10  TX J. Frank Dobie
      book: “Coronado’s
      ________” (1930)

45  8th governor, Clark (init.)
46  El Paso PBS station
47  most tidy
49  invisible (2 wds.)
52  in Taylor County on
      highway 84
53  TXism: “dot the i’s and
      cross the __” (finalize)
54  2nd governor:
      George _  ____
55  TXism: “paint ___  ____
      red” (celebrate)

58  not credit
59  “tennis elbow”
      abbr.
60  buddy
61  TX Shelley Duvall
      was Olive ___ in 
      “Popeye”

11  TX Hilary Duff     
      TV show: “___  _
      Met Your Father”
12  sound made by Texas’
      “Enchanted Rock”
13  “___  ___ potential”
14  TX Patrick Swayze’s
      younger brother (init.)
15  Cowboys first
      coach, Landry
17  TXism: “get ____
      ____ built” (be still)
19  what TX McMurtry
      writes mostly
20  border town in El
      Paso County
24  actress Long of film
      “Caveman” with TX
      Dennis Quaid (init.)

25  singer Boone who
      attended UNT
26  biblical dry measure
27  person who resides
      in Lone Star state
28  TXism: “mad __  _
      ___ hen”
29  square dance move
31  Ryan of film D.O.A.
      with TX Quaid
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32  Texas youth entry in
      football: ___ wee
33  TXism: “agile as a
      _____  __ a hot
      road”
38  sparked
40  “____ of passage”
41  lemon or lime suffix
42  this Texan recruited
      lots of Texans for
      OU (2 wds.)
48  tech college with
      11 Texas campuses
50  “dos” in Mexico
51  pig mama
56  a Marx brother
57  English assignment
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  

frionastar@wtrt.net  or call (806) 250-5200

December 5
• Chicken Soup Meal @ Senior Center

December 9
• Christmas in the Park

December 10
• Prairie Acres Christmas Party

December 11
• Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid 
open 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

December 12
• Tacos Meal @ Senior Center
• Christmas Choir Program @ 7:00 
p.m. at FHS Auditorium

December 16
• Pork Chops Meal @ Senior Center

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Gov-
ernor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, Tx 78711-
2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kevin Sparks, P.O. Box 12068, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Tx 78711. 512-
463-0131. Amarillo office: Historic Fed-
eral Building, 620 S. Taylor St., Suite 203, 
Amarillo, TX, 79101.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room 
CAP1W.10, Capitol P.O. Box 2910, Aus-
tin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st 
Floor, Lobby Box 28, Amarillo 79101. 806-
372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

is online at frionaonline.com

Staff
Clint Mears

Executive Editor
Holly Campbell
Associate Editor
Nathan Parson

Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero

Accounting

Contact Us
Mailing Address

P.O. Box 789
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Deadlines
News articles and photos 
are due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Deadlines may 
be altered for holidays or 
special issues.

Advertising
Open Display rates and 
Classified Ads are $5.00 
per column inch. Thank 
You Notes are $15 each. 
Wedding, anniversary, 
graduation and birth an-
nouncements are $20 
each. Obituaries are 
published at no charge. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

State Capital Highlights
By Gary Borders

Deportation vow 
alarms construc-

tion industry
The state’s construc-

tion industry is voic-
ing concern that Pres-
ident-elect Trump’s 
vow to deport millions 
of undocumented im-
migrants would cause 
major labor shortfalls, 
according to the Texas 
Standard.  “It would dev-
astate our industry, we 
wouldn’t finish our high-
ways, we wouldn’t finish 
our schools,” said Stan 
Marek, CEO of Marek, 
a Houston-based com-
mercial and residen-
tial construction giant. 
“Housing would disap-
pear. I think they’d lose 
half their labor.”

Many of the state’s cit-
ies are on lists of the 
country’s fastest growing 
communities, and com-
panies rely on undocu-
mented labor. A 2022 
report by the American 
Immigration Council 
and Texans for Eco-
nomic Growth indicated 
more than a half million 
immigrants were work-
ing in the construction 
industry and nearly 60% 
of that workforce was un-
documented.

Economist Ray Perry-
man  notes that the Tex-
as workforce isn’t large 
enough to keep pace 
with growth. 

“There are more un-
documented people 
working in Texas right 
now than there are un-
employed people in Tex-
as,” Perryman said.

Proposed tariffs raise  
concerns along 
border region

Trump’s intention to 
levy a 25% tariff on goods 
imported from Mexico 
and Canada is raising 
concerns, particularly 
along the southern bor-
der.

“The biggest impacts 
are going to be felt by 
manufacturing com-
panies, transportation 
companies and ware-
housing companies,” 
said Tom Fullerton, an 

economics professor at 
the University of Texas at 
El Paso. “We could end 
up with a repeat of the 
1930s with the Smoot-
Hawley Tariff Act,” which 
created a trade war and 
contributed to the Great 
Depression.

Most goods traded 
across the three coun-
tries are considered in-
termediary goods, The 
Texas Tribune reported. 
An example is an Ameri-
can carmaker importing 
Chinese electrical parts, 
sending the vehicle 
to Mexico for a circuit 
board, then the vehicle 
being sent back across 
the border for finishing 
in an assembly line in 
Texas. Fullerton said an 
individual product could 
pass between the U.S. 
and Mexico four to eight 
times.

Some Texas elected 
officials have expressed 
support for Trump’s tar-
iffs, however. Agriculture 
Commissioner Sid Miller 
said tariffs can be an ef-
fective negotiating tool 
to encourage Mexico to 
shut down the border 
and said any potential 
economic impacts would 
be short-lived.

“We are trying to shut 
down the flood of ille-
gal immigration,” Miller 
said. “That factor alone 
offsets any temporary 
price increase.”

Feds can’t destroy 
razor wire, ap-

peals court rules
A federal appeals court 

has stopped the federal 
government from de-
stroying razor-wire fenc-
ing installed by Texas 
along the U.S.-Mexico 
border near Eagle Pass, 
the San Antonio Express-
News reported. The state 
placed more than 29 
miles of wire in the Eagle 
Pass area in the past year 
or so. The Border Patrol 
has cut some of the wire 
in a long-running dis-
pute between the fed-
eral government and the 
state over who controls 
the border.

From the Friona Star Archives

HARVEST RESUMES . . . . The area’s cotton crop har-
vest, which has been delayed, then interrupted due 
to wet weather, was able to resume late this week, 
thanks to several dry days. The above stripping was 
taking place on cotton belonging to Bobby Drake 
Thursday afternoon just south of Friona. 

(Friona Star, Sunday, December 2, 1984)

Last week, the 5th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals 
issued a 2-1 opinion re-
versing a lower’s court’s 
ruling that the federal 
government could de-
stroy the wire. 

“It was shocking to me 
that the federal govern-
ment would go out of 
their way to cut razor 
wire to allow illegals to 
cross when we’re just 
trying to protect our own 
land,” Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton said.

TxDOT projects save  
commuters 

$915 million
A historic number of 

projects underway by 
the Texas Department 
of Transportation are 
easing commute times, 
according to a new re-
port from the Texas A&M 
Transportation Institute. 

Despite the number of 
miles traveled on state 

roads increasing by 7% in 
the past five years, traffic 
delays are down 7% in 
that same time period, 
according to TTI. The 
study also found com-
muters are saving an es-
timated $915 million in 
time and fuel costs.

 “As our population 
and economy continue 
to grow, there’s a con-
siderable need for more 
projects, and this report 
helps guide our work to 
areas that need it most,” 
TxDOT Executive Direc-
tor Marc Williams said.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of community 
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, in-
cluding in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches, 
Lufkin and Cedar Park.  
Email: gborders@texas-
press.com
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It has been said,
Seldom is complete truth completed
Without a little disguise or mistake.

The same is so for science;
The basis of science

Is not the right answer
But the right question.

Ask any lawyer,
The way to the answer you want

Is a question with only one answer.

So is there ever complete truth?
Most assuredly----just ask a child.

One day, standing in a ticket line,
A man and his young son

Stood before the teller
With a sign on the window,

‘Children six and under are free.’

The father told the teller, “I need one ticket,”
The teller asked the father, “How old is your son?”

The father said, “He’s six.”
The young son screamed,

“No Daddy! No Daddy! I’m seven!”

So is there ever complete truth?
Most assuredly----just ask a child.

Bwl
www.countryboyjustme.com

No Daddy!

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office
November 18, 2024 through December 1, 2024

Eric Geske, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from November 21, 2024 to Novem-
ber 28, 2024

Susie Spring, County Clerk

December 7th
3 Yard Quilt Class

Daisies and Diamonds
January 11th

Block of the Month Class

Come have Fun with us at Malouf’s Fabric

Call 806-250-3575 to register • like us on Facebook

These are the classes scheduled this summer

(11/22/24) Ranza Boggess Jr., Barbara Braham 
Sanborn — Eric Marion Rushing, Mindy Anne Rush-
ing — 318.816 Acres of Land Lying in Section Out of 
Section 26 of the Charles E. Harding Subdivision, 
Parmer County, Texas

(11/26/24) Justin Berg Guenter — Guenter Farms 
LLC — 159.4 Acres Out of NW Part of Section 4, Block 
Y, W.D. and F. W. Johnson Subdivision in Bailey 
County; All of SW/4 of Section 11, in Block Z, W.D. 
and F.W. Johnson Subdivision in Bailey County

(11/27/24) Debbie Wier — Armando Emmanuel 
Ruelas, Eleazar De La Cruz — A Tract in NE/4 of Sec-
tion 2, T14S, R3E, Parmer County, Texas

(11/22/24) Ever Avilio Venegas-Bueso, 37, of Bo-
vina was arrested by the Friona Police Department 
on a charge of Driving While Intoxicated.

(11/23/24) April Jean Garza, 49, of Friona was ar-
rested by the Friona Police Department on a charge 
of Possession CS PG 1 < 1g and on four Warrants 
with charges of Fail To Maintain Proof of Financial 
Responsibility, No Drivers License (2), and Expired 
Registration.

(11/25/24) Kevin Duane Duncan, 51, of Johnson 
City, Kansas was arrested by the Parmer County 
Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Burglary of a Building.

(11/25/24) Marquez Guillermo, 32, of Bovina was 
arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on 
three Parmer County Warrants/VOP/MTR/Other 
on charges of Theft (2) and Assault Causes Bodily 
Injury.

(11/25/24) Israel Guadalupe Sanchez, 29, of Clo-
vis, New Mexico was arrested by the Parmer County 
Sheriff’s Office on a Castro County Warrant for Driv-
ing While Intoxicated.

(11/27/24) Jesus Eduardo Pardo Ramirez, 32, of 
Lubbock was arrested by the Parmer County Sher-
iff’s Office on a charge of Driving w/License Invalid 
w/Previous Conv/Susp/w/o Financial Restitution.

(11/27/24) Alex Lee Romero, 33, of Muleshoe was 
arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on 
charges of Evading Arrest Detection w/Vehicle, Pos-
session CS PG 2 < 1g, and Possession Marijuana < 
2oz.

Happy Anniversary — Happy Tribe Academy celebrated its first year anniversary last week by hosting an 
open house. Members of the HTA crew on hand were (l-r) Jerri Lynn White, Juanita Garcia, Noelia Correa, 
Mariza Licerio, Maria Mendoza. Saraya Luna. Not present were Kylee Sifuentes and Elizabeth Gonzalez. The 
day care center currently has 19 children enrolled.

Christmas Cantata — First Baptist Church will be 
presenting their Christmas Cantata entitled “Christ-
mas Forever Amen” during the morning worship 
service this Sunday December 8th beginning at 10:30 
a.m. Everyone is invited to attend.

«««
High School Choir Concert — The FHS Choir will 
present their annual Christmas Program on Thurs-
day, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. in the high school 
auditorium.

«««
Texas Facts — In the 1993, Waco Massacre, a 51-day 
standoff between Texas police and the Branch Da-
vidian religious group resulted in 86 dead, including 
25 children. Source: funworldfacts.com

National Days
December 5— Microwave Oven Day

December 6 — Faux Fur Friday
December 7 — Pearl Harbor Day

December 8 — Brownie Day 
December 9 — Christmas Card Day

December 10 — Decimal System Day
December 11 — Stretching Day

Friday Only | December 6th
Hi-Pro Feeds

Ward Kellner Properties
The Looks of Impressions

State Farm
Bi-Wize

Texas Farm Bureau Ins.
WT Services
LoneStar Ag
H&R Block

TW&M
Camila’s Dream Boutique
(Located inside TW&M)

Property Associates
Valencia’s

Friday & Saturday
December 6th & 7th

Dos Chixx
Chieftain Nutrition

Pam’s Kitchen
Malouf’s

Ivy Cottage
Creative Chaos
Desert Nomad

JoJo’s Sweet Shoppe
(Located inside Dos Chixx)
Klaussen’s Country Store

Visit all business 
merchants on this list, 

find the hidden elf, 
and get your card 
stamped at each 

merchant.

You will then bring 
your stamped card 
to Christmas in the 

Park on Monday, 
December 9th for 

random gift drawings.

«««
Santa is Coming to Town — Don’t forget that Santa 
Claus will be at the Depot for Christmas in the Park 
event Monday afternoon. Don’t miss your chance to 
tell him what you want for Christmas and to get your 
photo taken with him.

«««
Prairie News — The Prairie Acres Resident of the 
Month for December is Ingred McNama. The Em-
ployee of the Month for December is Elizabeth Guer-
rero. She joined the staff in March of 2024 and works 
in the Nursing Department.



To have your birthdays listed in 
the newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net or call: 806.250.5200

Dec. 5
Teena Hughs

Charles Wilkins
Allison Johnston

JR Ortiz

Dec. 6
Roy Dominguez
Roy Don Smith

Allison Jones
Tim Mercer
Alisia Rando

Dec. 7
Carla Sue Scott

Sherri Alger
Darlena Burnett
Karlee Osborn
Audry Rowell

Dec. 8
Mike Beauchamp

Kandace (Frye) Burke
David Lopez

Felissa Dominguez

Happy Birthday
Dec. 9

Bill White
Bella Flores

Heather (Griffin) Rodriguez

Dec. 10
Jason Berend
Connie King

Michael Johnston
Katy (Baize) Ellison

Brent Hall
Connie (Amezcua) Jiminez

Humberto Cruz

Dec. 11
M’Lynda Jarecki

Jeff Chaney
Lindsey (Neill) Beyers
Carson Geoffry Beyers

Leigh Neelley
Darby Drummond

Chloe Sifford
Juan Diego Salinas

Amanda Buenrostro
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Ginger Snap Cookies
I know that you are tempted everywhere you turn this time of year with sweets, but I can’t help it.  I am just 
drawn to cookie recipes this time of year.  In fact, my news feed is filled with lists of all kinds of new cookie 
recipes I should try.  So this month, I have picked a few that I think look easy and delicious.  This first one, 
Ginger Snaps, came from the Simply Christmas project put on by the Extension agents.  I have already made 
this recipe several times and they are amazing.  The last time, I rolled the cookies in a smaller ball and had the 
cutest little cookies to serve.  

Ginger Snap Cookies

Ingredients

Directions

2 cups flour
¼ tsp salt
2 tsp baking soda
1 tsp ginger

¾ tsp cinnamon
¾ tsp cloves
¾ cup shortening
¼ cup “Grandmas’s Molasses” 

(unsulphured)
1 cup sugar
1 egg
Extra sugar to roll cookies in

Sift dry ingredients in 
separate bowl.  Cream 
sugar and shortening 
until light and fluffy.  

Add egg and molasses.  
Beat well.  Add dry in-
gredients, mix thorough-
ly.  Take ½ to 1 tbsp. of 

dough and roll into balls.  
Roll in sugar.  Place on 
greased or lined cookie 
sheet.  Bake in 375OF 

oven for 10 minutes.  
Cool on rack.  1 batch 
yields about 3 dozen 
cookies.  

State Sales Tax Revenue Totaled 
$4.3 Billion in November

Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar an-
nounced that state 
sales tax revenue to-
taled $4.3 billion in 
November, 4.7 percent 
more than in Novem-
ber 2023. The major-
ity of November sales 
tax revenue is based 
on sales made in Octo-
ber and remitted to the 
agency in November.

“Following the in-
crease seen in October, 
November state sales 
tax collections grew 
strongly once again 
with revenues from 
most major sectors 
increasing over their 
totals from last year,” 
Hegar said. “Receipts 
from most sectors driv-
en primarily by busi-
ness spending were up, 
with both the manufac-
turing and wholesale 
trade sectors posting 
substantial gains from 
November 2023. Col-
lections from the con-
struction sector also 

rose from a year ago. 
Receipts from the min-
ing sector declined, 
falling for the eighth 
consecutive month. 

“Sales tax receipts 
from sectors driven 
primarily by consum-
er spending were up, 
with collections from 
both retail trade and 
services sectors beat-
ing collections from 
last November. Within 
the retail trade sector, 
receipts from online 
shopping and general 
merchandise stores 
were both up signifi-
cantly compared with 
November 2023. 

“Receipts from res-
taurants increased 
from a year ago but 
were slightly below 
the rate of inflation for 
food away from home 
for October.”

Total sales tax rev-
enue for the three 
months ending in No-
vember 2024 was up 
3.9 percent compared 

with the same period 
a year ago. Sales tax is 
the largest source of 
state funding for the 
state budget, account-
ing for 58 percent of all 
tax collections.

Texas collected the 
following revenue 
from other major tax-
es: (1) motor vehicle 
sales and rental taxes 
— $586 million, up 4 
percent from Novem-
ber 2023; (2) motor 
fuel taxes — $345 mil-
lion, up 6 percent from 
November 2023; (3) oil 
production tax — $488 
million, down 15 per-
cent from November 
2023; (4) natural gas 
production tax — $157 
million, down 26 per-
cent from November 
2023; (5) hotel occu-
pancy tax — $75 mil-
lion, up 2 percent from 
November 2023; and 
(6) alcoholic beverage 
taxes — $158 million, 
up 4 percent from No-
vember 2023.

In Parmer County: 
 $40 per year

Out of Parmer 
County:  $50 per year

eStar (emailed):  
$30 per year

Call 806-250-5200
for more information

Friona Star 
Subscriptions

Congratulations — Jolibois Frankiss Altitude-Red, owned by Dieter Ally, was 
named the Junior Champion Holstein at the Lone Star Junior Dairy Extrava-
ganza 2024. She was shown by Ally Brooks Carpenter from Parmer County 
4-H. The event is billed as the only all-dairy junior show in Texas and was 
held November 22nd through November 24th at the J.S. Bridwell Ag Center 
in Wichita Falls.
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250-3913
1205
Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

This directory is made 
possible by these businesses

Area Church Directory
Friona

Bovina

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Legacy Pointe
Senior Apartments

806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor D.J. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 • Worship 10:45

Wed @ 6:00 p.m. • Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Pastor David McGaughy
Email-frionamethodist@wtrt.net

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • 806-250-5363
Pastor Benito Mejia

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

411 Ashland • 806-223-3469
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”
1105 N. Cleveland

www.interbank.com

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Send your
church news to the

frionastar@wtrt.net

Lowe’s Market Hours	
Mon-Sat: 	 7AM–9PM	
Sunday:	 7AM–7PM

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Olive: The Other Reindeer

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Incredible India

By Teena Hughs

Making a List

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.                                           Luke 2:10-11 KJV

10 Pero el ángel les dijo: No temáis; porque he aquí os doy nuevas de gran gozo, 
que será para todo el pueblo: 11 que os ha nacido hoy, en la ciudad de David, un 
Salvador, que es CRISTO el Señor.                                                   Lucas 2:10-11 R-V 196

December Bible Verse

India is the most populous country 
in the world today, the world’s largest 
democracy by population, and is also a 
place of tremendous need for the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. With over a billion in pop-
ulation and a tiny fraction of Christians, 
the gospel need is apparent and urgent. 
On October 25th, me and two other pas-
tors left the USA and headed to India 
with the goal of training and encourag-
ing church leaders to remain steadfast in 
their faith in the Lord and share the gos-
pel with the lost.

Now, if you ever go to India, you’ll 
notice things are extremely different. 
The food, the driving, the smells, the 
filth, the agriculture, the culture and so 
much more are incredibly different, but 
those differences highlight the vast gos-

pel need there. Seeing countless Hindu 
temples along the road is a reminder of 
the lostness that exists and the hopeless 
worship that hundreds of millions put 
their trust in. People bowing to cows ex-
poses the vain religion of man there, and 
the cultural corruption and persecution 
of Christians echoes even louder the 
need for spiritual awakening. In light of 
such lostness, we don’t shrink back, but 
proclaim Jesus Christ! “For what we pro-
claim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake,” 2 Corinthians 4:5.

The message of the gospel never fades 
or grows old, but is the power of God 
to salvation to all who believe, whether 
in India or Friona or somewhere in be-
tween (Rom 1:16-17).  

The Christmas season is upon us; on 
top of the already busyness of life. 

Advent started yesterday, and Chris-
tians are being encouraged to focus on 
Jesus. Some of us start Advent intend-
ing that this will be the year we spend 
time daily focusing on Jesus. Then, life 
sets in, and we get busy with our kids 
and grandkids’ activities; with church 
activities; with our personal activities 
of planning, shopping for those per-
fect gifts, etc. Before we know it, we 
have made it through a day without 
thinking about the “reason for the sea-
son,” Jesus. 

I attended two worship services yes-
terday, and during the second one, I 
decided that on each day of Advent, 
I am going to write down something 
about Jesus: why I am glad He came to 
earth; why I am so glad He is in my life; 
things I love about Jesus; things He has 
taught me; how He has changed my 
life. 

It should be easy to sit down and 
write 25 things about Jesus in my life, 
but I have already discovered I am go-
ing to have to spend some time focus-

ing on Him and what He really means 
to me, and I hope the Holy Spirit helps 
me remember things that He has done 
for me that I have forgotten.  

My first reason is easy: He has 
changed my life! However, when I 
think about all He has done to change 
me, I should be able to write an entire 
book, because He has put me in places 
and experiences where I have learned 
about Him; His Word has changed my 
thinking about so many things; He has 
shown me how to live life. And, the 
best thing is, He is not finished with 
me yet. 

My second reason is also easy: He 
was willing to die for me. He was the 
only perfect, innocent man to walk the 
face of the earth, and yet He took my 
sins upon Himself, so I can be forgiv-
en of my sins and spend eternity with 
Him.   

I am making a list, but it’s not a list 
of what I want for Christmas. It is a list 
of thankfulness for the difference Jesus 
has made in my life and what He means 
to me. Take care, and I hope you have a 
beautiful Christmas season!!!

The City will open up 
the roll-off box this Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, from 10:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Please 
come by to dump those 
items that don’t belong 
in your dumpster and do 
your part to help Keep Fri-
ona Clean!

The roll-off box is located 
at East 8th and South Jack-
son Ave. It is a free service 

Roll-off box to open up for waste items
Keep Friona Clean

Yard Parking 
 

Alleys 
 

Keep Friona Clean 

refrigerators/AC units, 
paint cans (with or with-
out liquids), electronics 
and appliances, drums/
barrels, brick, wood and 
concrete, railroad ties. 
Items not accepted in 
the roll-off box are tires, 
oil and tree limbs. To dis-
pose of these items, please 
contact the City office at  
806-250-2761. 

provided to Friona resi-
dents. Examples of items 
not allowed in dumpsters 
includes: steel and metal, 
mattresses and furniture, 

Author’s note: I wrote the following 
article 11 years ago. As I was looking for 
ideas for my writing I reread this article 
and sadly thought, I am sure things are 
worse when it comes to fear. So, I am 
sharing this again to encourage faith 
over fear. God bless. ~Jeff

For most of my life I thought that all 
of the other reindeer were not very nice 
to Rudolf. Then I learned it wasn’t all of 
the other reindeer, just one, Olive. He 
was the other reindeer! He was the one 
who laughed and called Rudolf names! 
I did a little research (not really) but I 
learned we don’t know much about Ol-
ive. So, my guess is this sinister reindeer 
infiltrated the ranks of Santa’s elite and 
belittled, mocked and who knows what 
else he might have done. I am very sus-
picious, besides who names a reindeer 
Olive. In fact, I feel a bit threatened by 
the whole affair. I think this calls for ag-
gressive action, we must protect our 
children from the beast with sharp ant-
lers and evil eyes. He may not stop with 
just tormenting other reindeer. This evil 
must be brought to justice and eradi-
cated before Olive influences others to 

do what he does. Down with OLIVE!!!
Isn’t it interesting what we do with in-

formation or the lack thereof and how 
we can create out of nothing some-
thing that we fear? We see someone at 
a street corner and we try not to make 
eye contact. We might judge a person 
in the checkout line according to their 
purchases. Satan wants us to fear oth-
ers, because fear keeps us from doing 
good. Fear gives us the excuse to say 
or act in a way that is not consistent 
with Who we claim to be. Even at the 
birth of Jesus, others felt threatened 
(Ask Herod). Throughout his life and 
ministry those who claimed to be re-
ligious feared Him and not in a good 
way. They feared his influence, they 
feared what they could not understand 
and ultimately that fear stirred a mob 
to have him crucified, yet Jesus would 
offer even them forgiveness as he hung 
innocently on the cross. No, Olive is not 
real, but neither are most things we fear 
about others. We need to engage in the 
lives of others, like Jesus, for they are all 
precious to Him. ‘Tis always the season 
of LIGHT.



102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-5200
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Bi-Wize | Hop-In
Allsup’s East
Allsup’s West

available on
newsstands  at 
these locations:

Grace Cooper

Sales Associate

Sharlet Cooper

Associate Broker

Real Estate

Eric Gonzalez

EG Photography

806-433-1973

QUALITY HOME REPAIR 
Allan Humberg
806-346-1268

Please leave message
Fresh Eggs for Sale!
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Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
806-272-6772

Cell: 806-523-2222
Master License #16066

Daycare

Open Monday - Friday  
7 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.  

704 Ashland  
Friona, Texas 79035 

(806) 250-5226

Email: 
happytribeacademy@gmail.com

Director: Mariza Licerio Cell: (806) 677-8804

Licensed Child Care Center  
LICENSE # 1785978  

CCMS Accepted

Main Street - Friona

Office space for lease

Business

Computers & Electronics
Created with Purpose 

of West Texas

Pregnancy Resource Center

907 Hwy 86,
Bovina, TX 79009

806-251-HOPE

Crisis Resources

Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline

Call 988
Available 24 hours

English and Spanish

Deaf Smith County 
Crisis Center

218 W. 3rd • Hereford, TX
Office: 806-364-4435

Serving Parmer County
Hotline: 806-363-6727

Parmer Paws
Animal Outreach Center

115 W. 11th
PO Box 333
Friona, TX

806-240-2211

Poison Help
Hotline

1-800-222-1222

We hope to 
see you on 

Friday for the 
Christmas 

Open House!  
Stop by our 

office to get your 
stamp and a 

Christmas treat. 

Help Wanted

Notice

Bar G is hiring grain truck drivers. Good pay. Good 
equipment and working conditions. All hauls are 
local, CDL is required.

Apply at Bar G Feedyard.
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

HELP 
WANTED
Farm Labor
Tyler Hough
806-265-5137

NOW HIRING
Parmer County has positions open for a FULL 

& PART-TIME Deputy Treasurer.  Responsibili-
ties include  Accounts payable,  bookkeeping 
and clerical duties. Computer skills and experi-
ence with Excel & Word are essential.  Positions 
interact with other county employees, officials, 
and the general public.

Excellent benefits including medical insurance 
and paid time off.

Job descriptions and applications available 
thru Dec 13, in Treasurer’s Office at Courthouse, 
401 Third St, Farwell.  806-481-9152

AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2024 – SALE TIME 10:00 AM

LOCATED: FROM FRIONA, TX  2 MILES EAST ON HWY. 60 TO C.R. 21 THEN 1.3 MILES NORTH ON C.R. 21

JAYSON & JYL GRIMSLEY – OWNER
FOR INFO: CALL CRIS INGRAM (806)265-7646 

I HAVE RETIRED FROM FARMING AND THE FOLLOWING WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTE: NO CONSIGNMENTS

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVED BY HOLY SMOKES – LOADING SALE DAY ONLY
PLEASE BRING YOUR CHECKBOOK, NO DEBIT OR CREDIT CARDS – ALL ACCOUNTS SETTLED SALE DAY!

Please Log Onto Our Website For Complete Listing & Pictures
TRACTORS, WHEEL LOADER - 
1-2017 JD 9620 RX, DSL. TRACK TRACTOR, CAB, 

A/C, HTR. 5 HYD. PTO, IVT, 36” TRACKS, JD
GUIDANCE, 6000 GLOBE, 2774 HRS. S.N.
802112, BARN KEPT

1-2014 JD 9460 R DSL. 4 WD. TRACTOR, CAB,
A/C, HTR. 5 HYD. IVT, DUALS 800/70R38
RUBBER, JD GUIDANCE, 6000 GLOBE, 2630
SCREEN, 2756 HRS. S.N. 10901, BARN KEPT

1-2014 JD 8360 R DSL. MFWD TRACTOR, CAB,
A/C, HTR. 5 HYD. IVT, ILS, 3 PT. PTO, Q.H.
DUALS 420/85R34 FRONT RUBBER, DUALS
480/80R50 BACK RUBBER, JD GUIDANCE,
6000 GLOBE, 2630 SCREEN, NEW MOTOR

APPROX. 1000 HRS. AGO, 4655 HRS. S.N. 
83974, BARN KEPT

1-2001 JD 7810 DSL. MFWD TRACTOR, CAB,
A/C, HTR. 3 PT. PTO, Q.H. 3 HYD. P.S.
TRANS. 380/85R30 FRONT RUBBER, DUALS
480/80R42 BACK RUBBER, 1148 HRS. SHOW-
ING, S.N. 50474

1-1991 JD 4755 DSL. 2 WD. TRACTOR, CAB,
A/C, HTR. 3 PT. PTO, Q.H. 3 HYD. P.S. TRANS.
480/80R42 RUBBER, 5978 ACTUAL HRS. S.N.
7761, BARN KEPT

1-2012 VOLVO L110 G DSL. WHEEL LOADER,
CAB, A/C, HTR. FORKS, BUCKET, BACK UP
CAMERA, QUICK DETACH. 7830 HRS. S.N.

8211, SHEDDED
FARM EQUIPMENT, SPRAY EQUIP
MENT, SEED TENDERS, PICKUP’S, 
UTV’S, TRUCK TRACTOR, CATTLE, 
DIRT, GRAIN TRAILERS, GRAIN
TRUCK, LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT, 
LIVESTOCK, UTILITY TRAILERS ,
HAY, FLATBED, COTTON TRAIL
ERS,  FUEL TRAILERS, TANKS, IRRI
GATION, TRACTOR & TOOLBAR
 MAKE-UP, SHOP EQUIPMENT, NON-
CLASSIFIED, 

JIM SUMNERS.........................(806) 292-2149 
(10006)
JIMMY REEVES.......................806) 774-2684 
(Clerk) - 
 DONNA TODD..........................(806) 292-1990
 (Secretary)

Five Star Auctioneers 
OFFICE: (806) 296-0379  —P. O. BOX 1030 —PLAINVIEW, TEXAS 79073-1030 

WEB SITE: WWW.5STARAUCTIONEERS.COM 

Terms of Sale: Cash, Personal or Business Check - No 
Debit or Credit Cards -  All Accounts Settled Day of Sale 

Lunch Will Be Available 
WINCH TRUCK AVAILABLE ON SALE DAY  

  BRING YOUR TRUCK OR TRAILER  •  WE ARE AGENTS AND AGENTS ONLY

Please Log Onto www.5starauctioneers.com For Complete Listing & Pictures

A public meeting will be held during the Friona 
ISD Board Meeting on Monday, December 16, 
at 7 p.m.  The meeting will be held in the Board 
Room of the Friona ISD Administration Building 
at 909 E. 11th Street, Friona, Texas.

The purpose of this part of the board meeting 
will be to discuss Friona ISD’s rating on the state’s 
financial accountability system. 

Friona ISD Notice of Public Meeting

In the photo — Sheriff Geske and Club Sweetheart 
Aubrey Schueler. Parmer County Sheriff Eric Geske 
was the guest speaker at the Friona Noon Lions Club 
meeting on Tuesday. Sheriff Geske discussed the 
highlights of the past year.
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High School Cheerleaders

Jr. High Cheerleaders

2024 All 
District 

Volleyball 
Awards

Region 1
Conference 3A

District 1 Aubree Bunker
1st Team

Kitzy Welch
1st Team

Ellie McxGaughy
2nd Team

Angelica Reyes
2nd Team

Ella McFarland
Honorable 

Mention

Aaliyah Padilla
Honorable 

Mention

Mireya Shelby
Honorable 

Mention

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Obituary

Josefina Viernes Her-
nandez, 59 of Bovina 
passed away November 
26, 2024 at her residence 
in Bovina. Viewing was 
held from 9:00AM to 
8:00PM with Rosary Ser-
vices at 6:00 PM Wednes-
day, December 4,2024 in 
the Ron Smiley Memori-
al Chapel of the funeral 
home. Mass of Christian 
Burial Services will be 
held 3:00PM Thursday, 
December 5, 2024 at St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church 
in Bovina with Deacon 
Teodoro Chavez as Cel-
ebrant. Burial following 
in the Bovina Cemetery 
by HANSARD FAMILY 
Funeral Home of Friona.

Josefina was born 
December 28, 1964 in 
Zacatecas, Mexico to 
Guadalupe Viernes San-
tillán and Jovita Bern-

Josefina Viernes Hernandez

abé Garcia. She was em-
ployed by Cargill Meat 
Solutions for 25 years. 
She loved to help others, 
spend time with family 
and friends, especially 
cooking tamales and pa-
zole, dancing, listening 
to music, and loving on 
animals. 

She is preceded in 
death by her parents. 
Guadalupe and Jovita, 2 
brothers-Pedro and Ze-
non Viernes. 

Those to mourn her 

passing include her life 
partner-Jesus Tarango 
of Bovina, 2 daughters-
April Viernes Hernan-
dez and Alondra Vi-
ernes Tarango, both of 
Amarillo, 1 son-Alexis 
Viernes Tarango of Bovi-
na, 5 brothers-Tiburcio 
Viernes, Tito Viernes, 
and Bacillo Viernes, all 
of Bovina, Geronimo 
Viernes of Mexico, and 
Julio Viernes of Morton, 
1 sister-Felipa Viernes of 
Mexico. 

You may send bless-
ings to the family and 
sign the online guest 
book on Josefina’s me-
morial page exclusively 
at:  hansardfamily.com 

Junior High Boys Basketball
12/2/2024

B Team 8 Shallowater 24
Emmanuel Guevara-6 pts

Isair Salazar-2 pts
7th Grade A Team 24 Shallowater 58

Jace Jarecki-19 pts
Zane Gonzales-4 pts

Vicente Quintana-2 pts
8th Grade A Team 13 Shallowater 47

Aaden Delgadillo-4 pts
Darien Padilla-4 pts

Andrew Marquez-3 pts
Jesus Salgado-2 pts

Varsity Boys Basketball
11/25/24

Bovina 49 Friona 39
Justen Trevino 16, Mason Ramos 9, Brice Jeter 5, 

Tony Diaz 5, Nathan Padilla 2, Jeremy Polk 2 

11/26/24
Tulia 52 Friona 18

Justen Trevino 8, Brice Jeter 3, Bryer Stan-
berry 3, Mason Ramos 2, Maddox Ashlock 2

Scoreboard

Gas prices to stay lower during holiday season
By GasBuddy

Average gasoline prices in Texas fell 
7.6 cents per last week, averaging $2.52 
per gallon, according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. Ac-
cording to GasBuddy price reports, the 
cheapest station in Texas was priced 
at $2.02 while the most expensive was 
$3.41 per gallon.

The national average price of gasoline 
fell 0.6 cents last week, averaging $3.00 
per gallon. The national average price 
of diesel rose 1.1 cents last week and 
stands at $3.514 per gallon.

“Millions took to the road for Thanks-
giving, and while some regions, like the 
Great Lakes, saw gas prices rise just in 
time for travel, most of the nation saw 
prices hold mostly stable or decline 

slightly as the national average remains 
near the lowest level we’ve seen since 
2021,” said Patrick De Haan, head of pe-
troleum analysis at GasBuddy.

“The weeks ahead should feature 
slight drops in gas prices in most areas, 
with over 100,000 stations now offering 
a gallon for $2.99 or less, which should 
stick around through the holiday shop-
ping season. For this week, all eyes will 
be on the previously delayed OPEC+ 
meeting on Thursday. If they begin to 
restore oil production, oil prices could 
soften to the mid-$60s.”

GasBuddy data is compiled from 
more than 11 million weekly price re-
ports covering over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE
NATURAL GAS UTILITY RATES

AVISO PÚBLICO DEL CAMBIO DE TARIFA PROPUESTO
TARIFAS DE SERVICIOS DE GAS NATURAL

On October 25, 2024, Atmos Energy Corporation’s (“Atmos Energy” or “the Company”) West
Texas  Division  (“WTX  Division”)  filed  a  proposed  systemwide  cost  of  service  and
accompanying Statement of Intent with the Railroad Commission of Texas (“Commission”) and
each municipality served by the WTX Division.  The Statement of Intent seeks to change the gas
utility rates charged by the Company to customers within all incorporated and unincorporated
areas served by the WTX Division.  The incorporated areas of the WTX Division are comprised
of Amarillo, Lubbock, Dalhart, and Channing (collectively, the “ALDC Cities”) and the cities of
Abernathy,  Amherst,  Anton, Big Spring, Bovina, Brownfield, Buffalo Springs Lake, Canyon,
Coahoma, Crosbyton, Dimmitt, Earth, Edmonson, Floydada, Forsan, Friona, Fritch, Hale Center,
Happy,  Hart,  Hereford,  Idalou,  Kress,  Lake  Tanglewood,  Lamesa,  Levelland,  Littlefield,
Lockney, Lorenzo, Los Ybanez, Meadow, Midland, Muleshoe, Nazareth, New Deal, New Home,
Odessa, O’Donnell, Olton, Opdyke West, Palisades, Pampa, Panhandle, Petersburg, Plainview,
Post, Quitaque, Ralls, Ransom Canyon, Ropesville, Sanford, Seagraves, Seminole, Shallowater,
Silverton,  Slaton,  Smyer,  Springlake,  Stanton,  Sudan,  Tahoka,  Timbercreek  Canyon,  Tulia,
Turkey, Vega, Wellman, Wilson, Wolfforth (collectively, the “WTX Cities”).

The proposed change in rates will affect residential, commercial, industrial, transportation, and
public authority customers within all incorporated and unincorporated areas served by the WTX
Division, which includes the incorporated ALDC Cities, WTX Cities, the Triangle system, and
all  unincorporated  areas  served  by the  WTX Division.   The  proposed effective  date  of  the
requested rate change is November 29, 2024. 

If approved, the proposed rates will increase the annual revenues received from the

unincorporated and incorporated areas served by the WTX Division by approximately

$66.1 million, which is a change of 19.95% including gas costs and 31.54% excluding gas

costs.   Because  the  proposed  changes  will  increase  the  Company’s  total  aggregate

revenue  within  the  WTX  Division  by  more  than  2.5%,  the  proposed  changes,  if

approved, constitute a “major change” in rates as that term is defined by Tex. Util. Code

§ 104.101.  The proposed rates do not, however, exceed 115% of the average of all rates

for similar services within all municipalities served by the Company within the same

counties, pursuant to Tex. Util. Code § 104.006.

The Company proposes to implement the rates included in Tables below:

TABLE 1 – Proposed Rate Changes for WTX Cities Customers

Customer Class

Number of

Customers

Affected

Current

Customer

Charge

Proposed

Customer

Charge

Current

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Proposed

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Residential 133,135 $     19.69 $     25.00 $ 0.43304 $ 0.66215

Commercial 10,333 $     67.39 $     75.00 $ 0.21728 $ 0.27727

Industrial & 

Transportation 38 $    772.87 $    900.00 $ 0.12145 $ 0.07749

Public Authority* 1,314 $    186.36 $     75.00 $ 0.19014 $ 0.27727

TABLE 2 – Proposed Rate Changes for Amarillo, Dalhart, and Channing Customers

Customer Class

Number of

Customers

Affected

Current

Customer

Charge

Proposed

Customer

Charge

Current

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Proposed

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Residential 67,066 $     24.36 $     25.00 $ 0.32946 $ 0.66215

Commercial 5,901 $     79.61 $     75.00 $ 0.19071 $ 0.27727

Industrial & 

Transportation 22 $ 1,038.10 $    900.00 $ 0.14422 $ 0.07749

Public Authority* 300 $    103.83 $     75.00 $ 0.26346 $ 0.27727

TABLE 3 – Proposed Rate Changes for Lubbock Customers

Customer Class

Number of

Customers

Affected

Current

Customer

Charge

Proposed

Customer

Charge

Current

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Proposed

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Residential 73,553 $     24.36 $     25.00 $ 0.40078 $ 0.66215

Commercial 6,099 $     79.61 $     75.00 $ 0.19856 $ 0.27727

Industrial & 

Transportation 36 $ 1,038.10 $    900.00 $ 0.11225 $ 0.07749

Public Authority* 254 $    103.83 $     75.00 $ 0.24975 $ 0.27727

TABLE 4 – Proposed Rate Changes for Triangle System Customers Moving to the WTX
Division Transportation Tariff**

WTX TRIANGLE CITY GATE/TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

Charge Current

Tariff to be withdrawn &

customers moved to

proposed transportation

rate shown below Difference*

Customer Charge $0.00 $900.00 $900.00

Consumption Charge per Ccf $0.62307 MMBtu $0.07749 Ccf        $0.01428

*The current consumption charge is $0.62307 MMBtu. This rate has been converted to the equivalent Ccf 

rate of $0.06321 using a conversion Ccf rate $ 0.1015 to determine the consumption charge difference.

TABLE 5 – Proposed Rate Changes for Unincorporated Areas Customers

Customer Class

Number of

Customers

Affected

Current

Customer

Charge

Proposed

Customer

Charge

Current

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Proposed

Consumption

Charge (per Ccf)

Residential 19,768 $     35.11 $     25.00 $ 0.21224 $ 0.66215

Commercial 2,297 $     96.65 $     75.00 $ 0.11722 $ 0.27727

Industrial & 

Transportation 91 $ 1,237.64 $    900.00 $ 0.06895 $ 0.07749

Public Authority* 187 $    286.27 $     75.00 $ 0.09518 $ 0.27727

The average bill impacts identified in Tables 6-10 below have been calculated based on a $0.41067 per
Ccf cost of gas with the exception of Transportation and Triangle System customers, which do not
receive a cost of gas.

TABLE 6 – Impact on Average Bill for WTX Cities Customers

Customer Class (Average
Monthly Usage Ccf)

Current
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Monthly
Change

Percentage
Change with

Gas Cost

Percentage
Change without

Gas Cost

Residential (45.6) $     61.51 $     78.17 $     16.66 27.09% 39.96%
Commercial (233.1) $   226.06 $   248.89 $     22.84 10.10% 18.29%
Industrial (2,898.6) $ 2,448.40 $ 2,448.09 $    (0.31) (0.01)% (0.03)%
Transportation (18,762.2) $ 3,227.02 $ 2,489.22 $ (737.80) N/A (22.86)%
Public Authority* (618.4) $   589.98 $   529.20 $  (60.78) (10.30)% (18.91)%

TABLE 7 – Impact on Average Bill for Amarillo, Dalhart, and Channing Customers 

Customer Class (Average
Monthly Usage Ccf)

Current
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Monthly
Change

Percentage
Change with

Gas Cost

Percentage
Change without

Gas Cost

Residential (59.4) $     72.25 $    93.83 $         21.57 29.86% 46.44%
Commercial (339.4) $   300.03 $   326.23 $         26.19 8.73% 17.16%
Industrial (13,903.7) $ 9,256.42 $ 8,129.22 $ (1,127.20) (12.18)% (35.02)%
Transportation (49,395.9) $ 8,631.33 $ 4,999.50 $  (3,631.83) N/A (42.08)%
Public Authority* (1,243.7) $   996.42 $   984.10 $       (12.32) (1.24)% (2.70)%

TABLE 8 – Impact on Average Bill for Lubbock Customers 

Customer Class (Average
Monthly Usage Ccf)

Current
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Monthly
Change

Percentage
Change with

Gas Cost

Percentage
Change without

Gas Cost

Residential (49.9_) $      68.58 $      83.05 $         14.47 21.10% 30.84%
Commercial (284.2) $    267.29 $    286.07 $         18.78 7.03% 13.06%
Industrial (7,140.6) $ 5,046.46 $ 4,637.92 $    (408.53) (8.10)% (21.00)%
Transportation (37,671.1) $ 5,569.54 $ 4,038.71 $ (1,530.83) N/A (27.49)%
Public Authority* (1,031.7) $    830.33 $    829.87 $        (0.46) (0.06)% (0.12)%

TABLE 9 – Impact on Average Bill for Triangle System Customers Moving to the WTX
Division Transportation Tariff

Customer Class (Average
Monthly Usage Ccf)

Current
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Monthly
Change

Percentage
Change with

Gas Cost

Percentage
Change without

Gas Cost

City Gate/ 
Transportation (168,715)

$ 11,227.95 $ 14,777.08 $ 3,499.12 N/A 31.03%

TABLE 10 – Impact on Average Bill for Unincorporated Areas Customers

Customer Class (Average
Monthly Usage Ccf)

Current
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Average

Monthly Bill
with Gas Cost

Proposed
Monthly
Change

Percentage
Change with

Gas Cost

Percentage
Change without

Gas Cost

Residential (65.2) $     80.08 $   100.41 $   20.33 25.39% 39.27%
Commercial (438.9) $   347.22 $   398.61 $   51.39 14.80% 32.81%
Industrial (3,426.4) $ 3,046.67 $ 2,720.55 $ (326.12) (10.70)% (20.92)%
Transportation (20,908.0) $ 2,833.32 $ 2,665.06 $ (168.26) N/A (5.94)%
Public Authority* (1,811.2) $ 1,271.61 $ 1,396.96 $ 125.35 9.86% 25.84%

*Note to Tables 1 through 3 and 5 through 10: The Company is proposing to withdraw its Public
Authority tariff and transition customers taking service under this tariff to the Commercial Gas
Service tariff at the rates shown above. 

** Note to Table 4: The Company proposes to withdraw the Triangle system tariff(s) in effect
within the unincorporated areas and the Cities  of Lubbock and Hereford.   Customers  taking
service under the Triangle system tariff(s) will move to the Transportation Gas Service tariff or
the proposed Rate Schedule-WAT, as applicable.  Only three Triangle system customers that
have a unique character of service off of the Triangle system are eligible for the proposed, new
Rate Schedule – WAT.

In addition to the proposed change in rates and withdrawal of the Public Authority and Triangle
system tariff(s), the Company seeks to: 

 Obtain a prudence determination on the capital investment made in the

existing WTX system between January 1, 2018 and September 30, 2024, as well as

the investment made in the Triangle system between April 1, 2019 and September

30, 2024;

 Obtain a Commission determination that the WTX Division has correctly

reflected changes to utility rates to account for all the impacts of the lowered

federal corporate income tax rate consistent with the Accounting Order issued in

Gas Utilities Docket (“GUD”) No. 10695;

 Establish new depreciation rates for the WTX Division’s plant assets, as

well as the plant assets held by Atmos Energy’s Shared Services Unit;

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE
NATURAL GAS UTILITY RATES

AVISO PÚBLICO DEL CAMBIO DE TARIFA PROPUESTO
TARIFAS DE SERVICIOS DE GAS NATURAL

On October 25, 2024, Atmos Energy Corporation’s (“Atmos Energy” or “the Company”) West Texas Di-
vision (“WTX Division”) filed a proposed systemwide cost of service and accompanying Statement of 
Intent with the Railroad Commission of Texas (“Commission”) and each municipality served by the 
WTX Division.  The Statement of Intent seeks to change the gas utility rates charged by the Company to 
customers within all incorporated and unincorporated areas served by the WTX Division.  The incor-
porated areas of the WTX Division are comprised of Amarillo, Lubbock, Dalhart, and Channing (col-
lectively, the “ALDC Cities”) and the cities of Abernathy, Amherst, Anton, Big Spring, Bovina, Brown-
field, Buffalo Springs Lake, Canyon, Coahoma, Crosbyton, Dimmitt, Earth, Edmonson, Floydada, 
Forsan, Friona, Fritch, Hale Center, Happy, Hart, Hereford, Idalou, Kress, Lake Tanglewood, Lamesa, 
Levelland, Littlefield, Lockney, Lorenzo, Los Ybanez, Meadow, Midland, Muleshoe, Nazareth, New 
Deal, New Home, Odessa, O’Donnell, Olton, Opdyke West, Palisades, Pampa, Panhandle, Petersburg, 
Plainview, Post, Quitaque, Ralls, Ransom Canyon, Ropesville, Sanford, Seagraves, Seminole, Shallowa-
ter, Silverton, Slaton, Smyer, Springlake, Stanton, Sudan, Tahoka, Timbercreek Canyon, Tulia, Turkey, 
Vega, Wellman, Wilson, Wolfforth (collectively, the “WTX Cities”).

The proposed change in rates will affect residential, commercial, industrial, transportation, and public 
authority customers within all incorporated and unincorporated areas served by the WTX Division, 
which includes the incorporated ALDC Cities, WTX Cities, the Triangle system, and all unincorporated 
areas served by the WTX Division.  The proposed effective date of the requested rate change is Novem-
ber 29, 2024. 

If approved, the proposed rates will increase the annual revenues received from the unincorpo-
rated and incorporated areas served by the WTX Division by approximately $66.1 million, which 
is a change of 19.95% including gas costs and 31.54% excluding gas costs.  Because the proposed 
changes will increase the Company’s total aggregate revenue within the WTX Division by more 
than 2.5%, the proposed changes, if approved, constitute a “major change” in rates as that term 
is defined by Tex. Util. Code § 104.101.  The proposed rates do not, however, exceed 115% of the 
average of all rates for similar services within all municipalities served by the Company within the 
same counties, pursuant to Tex. Util. Code § 104.006.

The Company proposes to implement the rates included in Tables below:

*Note to Tables 1 through 3 and 5 through 10: The Company is proposing to withdraw its 
Public Authority tariff and transition customers taking service under this tariff to the Com-
mercial Gas Service tariff at the rates shown above. 

** Note to Table 4: The Company proposes to withdraw the Triangle system tariff(s) in effect 
within the unincorporated areas and the Cities of Lubbock and Hereford.  Customers taking 
service under the Triangle system tariff(s) will move to the Transportation Gas Service tariff 
or the proposed Rate Schedule-WAT, as applicable.  Only three Triangle system customers 
that have a unique character of service off of the Triangle system are eligible for the pro-
posed, new Rate Schedule – WAT.

In addition to the proposed change in rates and withdrawal of the Public Authority and 
Triangle system tariff(s), the Company seeks to: 

• Obtain a prudence determination on the capital investment made in the existing WTX 
system between January 1, 2018 and September 30, 2024, as well as the investment made in 
the Triangle system between April 1, 2019 and September 30, 2024;
• Obtain a Commission determination that the WTX Division has correctly reflected chang-
es to utility rates to account for all the impacts of the lowered federal corporate income tax 
rate consistent with the Accounting Order issued in Gas Utilities Docket (“GUD”) No. 10695;
• Establish new depreciation rates for the WTX Division’s plant assets, as well as the plant 
assets held by Atmos Energy’s Shared Services Unit;
• Obtain approval to record Cloud Computing costs as a capital investment recover-
able through its annual interim rate adjustment filings made pursuant to Tex. Util. Code 
§ 104.301;
• Increase the meals and lodging limitations to levels that have been approved as reason-
able by the Commission in recent rate proceedings;  
• Adopt a new System Safety & Integrity Rider (“Rider SSI”) that will, based on a benchmark 
established as part of this request, allow the Company to recover or refund to customers, 
third-party expenses incurred for: (1) inspection activities to confirm that there is no exist-
ing cross-bore damage on facilities installed prior to 2016; (2) specific damage prevention 
activities necessary to install technology to make unlocatable facilities electronically lo-
catable; (3) incremental leak surveying and detection activities conducted by third-party 
contractors; (4) supervisory activities related to third-party excavation near Atmos Energy 
facilities; and (5) pipeline integrity testing and records review required by the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  The pipeline integrity testing and records re-
view costs will capture both activities currently being performed within the legacy WTX 
system and the Triangle system activities currently being recorded to the SSI regulatory 
asset as authorized by the Commission in GUD No. 10900;  
• Adopt a new Rate Schedule – WAT for the WTX Division’s unincorporated areas, which will 
grandfather the service currently being provided to three existing customers with a unique 
character of service currently receiving transportation service on the Triangle system;
• Adopt a new Rider SUR – Surcharges (“Rider SUR”), which will provide for: (1) the recov-
ery of the outstanding interest expense balance related to Winter Storm Uri (2) the recovery 
of authorized rate case expenses; (3) the refund of uncertain tax provisions, which have 
historically been referred to as FIN 48; (4) the recovery of the existing SSI regulatory asset 
balance; (5) the refund of the residual Excess Deferred Income Tax (“EDIT”) amortization 
balance to customers.  The Company further proposes to recover Rider SSI amounts under 
the Rider SUR, if the tariff is approved.  The Company further notes that it is proposing area-
specific Rider SUR – Surcharges due to timing differences to assist with cost recovery of 
interest expenses related to Winter Storm Uri and the refund of residual EDIT amortization 
balance to all unincorporated customers;
• Withdraw the Rate Review Mechanism (RRM) tariff currently in effect in the WTX Cities so 
that new base rates resulting from the Statement of Intent filing can take effect;
• Adopt updated tariffs reflective of the WTX Division’s actual cost of providing service, 
align operating division nomenclature, update its line extension policy, and clarify the re-
sponsibilities of the utility and its customers;  
• Identify the specific annual amount of Pension and Other Postemployment Benefits as 
provided for in Tex. Util. Code § 104.059; and
• Recover all of its reasonable rate case expenses. 
In addition to the adoption of the proposed Rider SSI and Rider SUR discussed above, the 
Company proposes additional tariff changes.  In the Company’s Gas Sales Service Tariff, 
the Company proposes to revise its WTX Division Residential, Commercial, Industrial & 
Transportation rate schedules to reflect the proposed rates and to provide additional clarity 
regarding the applicability of state and local taxes.  The Company also proposes to revise 
its Industrial & Transportation tariffs to revise and/or emphasize certain terms of service. 

The Company also proposes rename its Other Service Charges tariff to Miscellaneous Ser-
vice Charges to align operating division nomenclature and achieve consistency with the 
references to Miscellaneous Charges in the gas sales service tariffs.  The Company proposes 
to adopt a definitional section in its tariffs and update the Quality of Service tariff.  The 
proposed Quality of Service tariff revisions include a new construction section and clarify 
Atmos Energy’s line extension policy, as well as the Company’s right to access customer 
premises for operational purposes, including the installation of necessary equipment, as 
well as what customers’ responsibilities are if Company facilities are damaged.  The Com-
pany has also included language to further clarify billing adjustments. Lastly, the changes 
describe in more detail the responsibilities of customers for their facilities and equipment 
and the limitations of responsibility of the Company for loss or damages.  Finally, the Com-
pany proposes to revise the Rider TAX – Tax Adjustment tariff to clarify the applicability 
of the Rider and address: (1) the treatment of residual EDIT; (2) the proposed refund of 
amounts related to the Company’s FASB 740-10 FIN 48 Uncertain Tax Positions; and (3) 
timing issues created by tax rate changes that may be made at the local, state, and federal 
levels, as well as the implementation of the Corporate Alternative Minimum Tax, which was 
signed into law in August 2022. 

Persons with specific questions or desiring additional information about this filing may 
contact Atmos Energy Corporation at 1-888-286-6700.  Complete copies of the filed State-
ment of Intent, including all proposed rates, schedules and tariffs are available for inspec-
tion at Atmos Energy’s offices located at 6606 66th Street, Lubbock, Texas 79424 and on 
our website at https://www.atmosenergy.com/utility-operationsrates/tariffs-west-texas/
west-texas/

In addition, any affected person within the unincorporated areas served by the WTX Di-
vision may file written comments or a protest concerning the proposed rate change with 
the Docket Services Section of the Office of the Hearings Division, Railroad Commission of 
Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, Texas 78711-2967, at any time within 30 days following the 
date on which the change would or has become effective, or December 29, 2024.  Please 
reference Docket No.  OS-24-00018879.  Any affected person within an incorporated area 
may contact his or her city council.

Este aviso tiene como fin informarles a los clientes de Atmos Energy Corporation de West 
Texas Division (la “Compañía”) que la Compañía ha presentado una solicitud para aumen-
tar las tarifas del servicio público de gas.  Esta solicitud afecta a todos los clientes en las 
áreas servidas por Atmos Energy Corporation.  Las personas que deseen hacer pregun-
tas específicas o recibir más información sobre esta solicitud pueden comunicarse con la 
Compañía llamando al 1-888-286-6700.  Cualquier persona afectada puede presentar por 
escrito comentarios o una protesta sobre el cambio de tarifas propuesto a Docket Services 
Section, Office of the Hearings Division, Railroad Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, 
Austin, Texas 78711-2967, en cualquier momento dentro de los 30 días siguientes a la fecha 
en que este cambio entraría en vigencia.  Por favor haga referencia a Docket No. OS-24-
00018879.  Cualquier persona afectada dentro de un área incorporada puede contactar a su 
Consejo Municipal.
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Xcel Energy Using AI Technology to Detect Wildfires in Texas Panhandle

Plans include more than 50 camera stations in nearly a dozen counties
AMARILLO, Texas 

(Dec. 3, 2024) – Xcel 
Energy is increasing 
its wildfire detection 
and mitigation efforts 
in the Texas Panhan-
dle by introducing ar-
tificial intelligence to 
spot fires early. We are 
partnering with Pano 
AI to install more than 
50 camera stations 
across the region. Car-
son, Gray, Roberts, 
Hutchinson, Wheeler, 
Hemphill, Garza, Co-
chran, Moore, Potter 
and Yoakum counties 
are currently being 
considered. First re-
sponders and firefight-
ers will have immedi-
ate access to this data, 
shortening response 
times.

“We want to better 
safeguard our neigh-
bors and reduce the 
risk of future wildfire 
loss by investing in 
advanced wildfire de-
tection capabilities,” 
said Adrian J. Rodri-
guez, president, Xcel 
Energy – New Mexico, 
Texas. “So many of 
our friends, families 
and communities have 
been impacted by the 
wildfires in the Texas 
Panhandle and we re-
main committed to 
supporting them. Pro-
viding this technology 
to our first responders 
with the information 
they need to act swiftly 

providing situational 
awareness for first re-
sponders in Amarillo 
and surrounding areas.

Pano AI’s system 
combines 360-degree 
high-definition cam-
eras, AI-driven smoke 

and safely to respond 
to wildfires will im-
prove public safety.”

The company is cur-
rently identifying stra-
tegic locations for the 
initial camera stations 
in areas with the high-

est fire risk, which will 
be complete in 2025. 
This is a five-year pro-
gram and underscores 
Xcel Energy’s commit-
ment to protecting our 
communities, fortify-
ing grid resilience, and 

detection and satel-
lite data integration 
to continuously scan 
for smoke. When a po-
tential fire is detected, 
Pano immediately veri-
fies it through human 
analysts, triangulates 
the location and noti-
fies the 911 call center 
to activate the closest 
fire department. Fire 
departments will have 
access to these live 
streams for critical, re-
al-time intelligence.

“Early detection of 
wildfires is critical, es-
pecially in high-risk ar-
eas like the Texas Pan-
handle,” said Arvind 
Satyam, Co-Founder 
and Chief Commercial 
Officer of Pano AI. “We 
are proud to support 
Xcel Energy’s commit-
ment to community 
safety and resilience 
through cutting-edge 
technology that em-
powers first respond-
ers with the real-time 
information and en-
hanced situational 
awareness they need to 
act decisively.”

Each Texas camera 
station will perform a 
360-degree sweep ev-
ery minute. This ini-
tiative builds on Xcel 
Energy’s existing mea-
sures, including power 
line inspections, veg-
etation management 
and aerial surveillance.

The company plans 

to install more cameras 
in Texas and expand 
the program into our 
New Mexico service 
territory in the future. 
As camera stations are 
added and their reach 
overlaps, their accura-
cy will improve, help-
ing firefighters respond 
more quickly.

These efforts follow 
Xcel Energy’s success-
ful deployment of Pano 
AI camera stations in 
Colorado. Our com-
prehensive wildfire 
mitigation strategy also 
includes collabora-
tions with other tech-
nology providers and 
thorough equipment 
inspections, reinforc-
ing our commitment to 
protecting vulnerable 
communities and in-
frastructure.

We are one of the 
most reliable energy 
companies in the in-
dustry and we are tak-
ing proactive steps to 
safely meet the needs 
of our growing region. 
Xcel Energy is build-
ing the energy grid of 
the future by following 
our investment plan to 
modernize and harden 
our grid for increased 
resilience. While we 
make these invest-
ments, we will work ef-
ficiently to provide en-
ergy to our customers 
and keep their bills as 
low as possible.

Local Cheerleader Performs in Thanksgiving 
Day Parade at the Walt Disney World® Resort
Shelby Lewellen of Friona, Texas was 

among more than 800 junior high and 
high school cheerleaders and dancers 
from across the country representing 
Varsity Spirit in the 2024 Thanksgiving 
Tour at the Walt Disney World® Resort 
in Orlando, Florida. 

The individuals invited to perform 
were part of a select group of cheerlead-
ers and dancers chosen as All-Amer-
icans during Varsity Spirit summer 
camps across the country. Lewellen 
said, “I was extremely proud to repre-
sent Friona High School in this event. 
My family and I are thankful for all of 
the support from the community.”

All-Americans are selected via tryout 
based on either superior cheerlead-
ing or dance skills at camps operated 
by Universal Cheerleaders Association 
(UCA), Universal Dance Association 
(UDA), National Cheerleaders Asso-
ciation (NCA), National Dance Alliance 
(NDA), or Urban Cheerleading Experi-
ence (UCE). 

Only the top 15% of the cheerleaders 
and dancers from Varsity Spirit camps 
earn the chance to march in a holiday 

parade of this caliber.   
Lewellen performed with the Varsity 

Spirit All-Americans in a one-of-a-kind 
performance through Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom® Park on Thanksgiving Day. 

Besides enjoying a sunny trip to Or-
lando, All-Americans had the oppor-
tunity to meet cheerleaders and danc-
ers from across the nation and enjoy a 
magical holiday season at Walt Disney 
World® Resort parks. They also brought 
t-shirts from their respective home-
towns to exchange with each other dur-
ing the tour.

For more information about the Var-
sity Spirit All-American Program, visit 
www.varsity.com.

Mapping the danger  — A partnership between Xcel Energy and Pano AI plans to 
install more than 50 AI-driven cameras to detect wildfires in the Texas Panhandle. 
This map shows the initial counties where cameras will be deployed along with 
those areas that have the highest fire risk.


