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Pegler Thinks Britain '
Let Mussolini Get By

~ With Beautiful Bluff!

Italian People Probably Won’t!
Realize for Some Time What
@& Marvelous Favor the

Pigs Did Them by
Backing Down.

By WESTBROOK PEGLER
: in Houston Press

There are quite a few foreigners :

in Italy who are going through the
motions of kicking themselves in,
the trousers because they 'permit-
ted themselves to believe that if
Italy didn’t get what she wanted
{n Ethiopia Mussolini would kick
up a war with Britain, beginning
with an attack on the British fleet
with his airplanes and submarines.

; Got Away With It

Mussolini got away with it be-
eause the British backed down so
there is no way of knowing wheth-
er he was willing to take a des-
pérate chance or was only running
e bluff. He has made some very
desperate remarks in his orations
gince his heart was touched by the
plight of the slaves in a land.3000
miles away, including one to the
effect that it were fittep for Ital-
fans to live one day like lions than
& hundred years like sheep.

And there is no doubt that he
was up against it, because, having
taken a long chance in Ethiopia,
he couldn’t” hope- to pull out his
army; otherwise he’d have to call
home the unemployed Italian sol.
diers and civilian' laborers - for
whom  freight tolls had been paid
to fight a war of liberation and
admit that he was licked. Italy
would have been worse off than
ever if he had done that, and a
dictator has held his power by
always going forward and never
giving wu inch, '

Still, if he had tackled England
the Italian task would have been
just too big, and the Italian people
probably won’t realize for some
time what a beautiful favor the
English did them when they de-
eided that the issue wasn‘t worth
fighting for now.

Tried to Turn Square

‘England’s cause is the old story
of the rcketeer who got his nd
tried to turn square but wasn’t al-
lowed to. Now the British are in-
volved in the Ethiopian job just
as deeply as their old partner, for
they have undertaken to do by di-
plomacy precisely the same thing
in  principle that the Italians set
out to do by force.

‘It’s just as bad to steal one acre
in Ethiopia by diplomatic action
as to steal a whole country at the
point of a bayonet, even though
the bayonets may be carried- by
hired African troops and Italian
liberators may generouvsly remain
in the rear, permitting them to
' veap the honors.

Now that the British have kindly
offered Mussolini certain portions
of Negus, the beautiful principle
for which the League of Nations
was willing to start a world war
is repudiated. And Mussolini, hav-
ing been offered so much, couldn’t
strain the principle any worse by
demanding more.

Art of Ballyhoo

Certainly these days in Rome
have been a wonderful demonstra-
tion of the art of ballyhoo and con-
trolled public emotion, amounting
at times.to hysteria. The Italian
papers got orders to give the Eng-
lish hell—a system which permits
one nation to heap four insults up-
on the people of another without
putting them down in diplomatic
eorrespondence and without accept-
ing any responsibility for them.

The wedding ring and old gold
propaganda was beautifully han-
dled aud the firm hand of coercion
remained invisible though suspect.

. ed throughtout the collection. Of
course, 1l wedding rings were
turned i1 voluntarily—the most
colemn sacrifice that an Italian
woman can make for her country
next to the gift of her son or hus-
band—but those who remember the
subtle in.istence which character-
ized the Liberty loan campaigns
in the United States will appre-

CHALLENGES
HIS FOES TO
MEET ISSUES

By LYLE C. WILSON
In Houston Press:

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8.—Pres-
ident Roosevelt’s challenge to his
foes to abandon “cowardly genep-
ality” and meet squarely the issue
of accepting New Deal standards
or discarding them altogether
pitched the country and particular.
ly Washington into seething dis-
pute today.’

precedented speech before a joint
night session of House and Senate
was immediate though somewhat
nebulous and, politically, divided
along partisan lines.
Two Major Attacks

Roughly his address divided into
two explosive fragments. The first
was & statement of international
affairs that was interpreted in Eu-
rope as a veiled attack on Italy,
Germany and Japan and hearten-
ed Great Britain, France, and other
League of Nation countries in their
efforts to maintain peace. The sec.
ond was an attack’ on sections. of
big business-that “steal the livery
of great national constitutional
ideals to serve discredited special
interests” that roused speculation
as to organizations and individuals
he had in mind.

diate reaction proved, that Mr.
Roosevelt opened the 1936 Presi-
dential campaign in his annual re-

the nation.” Iﬁs gpeech was a
“fighting” one and it propounded
issues many expected to be disputed
almost unceasingly between now
and election day.

Causes Speculation

Several paragraphs in his ad-
dress invoked widespread specula.
tion. One was: ,

“] am confident that the Con-
gress of the United States
undstands the facts and is’ ready
to wage unceasing warfare against
those who seck a continuation of
tte spirit of fear. The carrying out
of the laws of the land as enacted
by the Congress requires protection
until final adjudication by the
highest tribunal of the land. The
Congress has the right and can
find the means to protect ifs own
prerogatives.”

This statement was given great
significance in view of widespread
court attacks on New Deal laws.
Many saw a promise of anti-in-
junction legislation at this session
of Congress. Collection of process.
ing taxes under the AAA, the New
Deal’s farm relief program, have
been crippled by injunctions. Only
recently a federal judge enjoined
the New Deal’s labor relations act.

Another excerpt:

They seck—this minority in busi-
ness and finance—to control and
often do control and use for their
own purposes legitimate and highly
honored business associations; They
engage in wvast propoganda to
spread fear and discord among the
people—they would =~ ‘gang up’
against the people’s liberties.”

The National Manufacturers As-
sociation sponsored recently an at-
tack on the New Deal. The United
States Chamber of Commerce has
been critical as has the American
Bankers Association.

Mr. Roosevelt dared his enemies
to choose and state publicly their
stand on the issue of maintaining
the New Deal or abandoning it. He
recommended to Congress “that we
advance; that we do not retreat,”
The highlight of his statement on
world affairs was a recommenda-
tion for further neutrality legisla-
tion, ;

He said that on the bdsis of
“existing law” no new taxes were
advisable or necessary at this ses-

(Continued on Page 3)

(Continued on Page 8)

| snugly to its foot today the diplo-

World reaction to his all bat un-;

;and seek by peaceable negotiations

Observers believed, and imme-|

'recognized Italy’s need for expan-
port to Congress on “the state of |

well !

SHOE OFFERED
BY ROOSEVELT
FITS [TALIANS

SHOE OFFERED BY ROOSEVE
ROME, Jan. 4. — Italy fitted

matic shoe which President Roose-
velt in his message to Congress of-'
fered expansionist natioms.

The President’s reference to
those who revert to the law of the
sword, or who believe they have a
mission to subdue others, was taken |
here as referring directly to Italy.
Those in political circles said they
regretted the President had shown
insufficient knowledge -of Italy’s
case against Ethiopia and of the
“true situation.”

Neutrality Stand Favored.

Disclosure of the neutrality bill
which the Administration is spon-
soring to keep the United States
aloof from war brought national
relief.

Fear had increased that this bill
might authorize a complete embar-
go on such essentials as oil. It was
hinted mysteriously that the Unit-
ed States would be drawn into a
European conflict if it pushed its!
neutrality acts to limits which’
would huyrt Italy seriously without
injuring Ethiopia.

The President’s implied invita-
tion to Italy to exercise patience

an outlet for surplus population in-
spired no sympathy here.
Speech Discussed,

Some read in the President’s
statement “about “reasonsble and
legitimate objective” a recognition
of the reasonableness and legit.
imacy of Italy’s objectives. But
they added that such recogni,tion
was empty unless accompanied by
a concrete plan. ;

Italians recalled that Sir Sam-
uel Hoare, as British foreign sec-
retary, in a speech last summer

sion, Yet, they commented, Great
Britain revealed itself as the bit-
terest opponent of Italy’s aspira-
tions, Hence, they summed up,
Italy had no alternative to acting
quickly and helping herself.

As to the neutrality bill, it was
even called favorable. Though of-

With the coming of the New
hope, new life, a fresh beginning.
resolutions and keep them.

subseribe to. There is no more
we hear so often from business

have never been able to earn a
business of government,

It is a poor policy to do
remuneration. A persons sole
of that office. Too many times
success of his business and needs

nections of our public servants.

ciples.

curity.
have so flagrantly invaded our

it back to Russia.

institutions of learning.

free from racketéering contamination.
Ameriea Safe for Americans, so that splendid citizens like Col.
Lindbergh can live safely and happily at home.

This country was founded on solid frugal principles, so let
us as individuals and as a nation return in 1936 to those prin-
We have tried spending ourselves to prosperity and
found it unsound so let us return to sound economy. Let us spend
less than we make and thereby each provide his own social se

THE NEW YEAR

o

Year we have a fecling of new
So let us make some New Year’s

Let us take an interest in our country, and all that is going
on abecut us. Too many of us are prone to gripe about govern-
| mental extravagences and inefficiency but leave it with the grip-
ing and take no steps to do anything about it. .

Let us interest ourselves in those who make the laws we must

unpatrotic remark than the one
men, that they cannot take the

time from their business to take an active interest in polities.
While they attend to their business their government, the biggest
business of all, is turned over to- people in many instances who

livelihood much less run the big

'charity with public office and by
that I mean to elect a man to offtce because he needs the financial

qualifications to hold a publie

office should not be his need and his families need of the salary

in the past has a man been con-

sidered disqualified to hold a public office by virtue of his per-
sonal success in life while on the other hand a person is con-
sidered qualified to hold the office because he has not made a

the salary that that office brings.

So in 1936 let us consider well the abilities of the candidate be-
fore we give him or her our support. -
In 1936 let us take an interest in the criminal records and con-

Let us make sure that they are
Let the slogan be, Make

In 1936 let us clean our country of all the European isms that

land in 1935. If America is to

be the melting pot then let us skim off the Red scum and send
Let us let our officials know that we want
recognition of Russia withdrawn in order to stop their insidious
propaganda in our land and the strikes of which they boast of
having caused. Lst them krow in no uncertain terms that we
do not propose to have our people enslaved by a Stalin. Let us
trim and trim deep the pink fringe from our government

and our

Let us seratch the veneer of the Pinks and Reds among us and
expose the yellow, and rededicate ourselves in 1936 to the prin-
ciples which made us the greatest nation on earth.

4 OUIDA FERGUSON NALLE,.

Myr. Farley

ficials would not comment for pub-
lication pending receipt of the text,

FIRESIDE CHATS

By the way, what has become of
the president’s fireside talks? Great
stuff, they were. Imagine yourself
with a bunch of children to feed,
no job, cut off from relief because
the local relief administrator does
not like you, or perhaps you are
the wrong politics, and listening to
someone sitting in an easy chair
telling you “There is nothing to
worry about, the country is on the
upgrade.” That would make you
feel good.—Dunn Co. Spotlight.

There is more need today for
free and fearless publications than
ever before in the history of the
world. You have no doubt observed
that the first move of any dictator,
or any trust, is to muzzle the press.
People -can be held in subjection
only when they are ignorant of the
truth. Given the facts, they can
be depended upon to judge wisely.
—Gov. George H. Earle of Penn-
sylvania.

The farmers of North Dakota
don’t want. to get .‘'paid for the
things they raise, and if they don’t
get paid for®the things they raise,
then they’ll raise hell, and prob-
ably get paid.—Harold Hopton.

The so-called depression is noth-
ing but the sign of the end of this
fantastic system whereby we tax
ourselves to subsidize scarcity and
limit our productive capacity to
provide profits for producers while
millions want the necessities of
life.—~Norman Thomas.

D
O

People can aIways,find time for

master = general
States and chairman of the Demo-

they made no effort to hide their |cratic national committee, goes the
satisfaction. The bill was about all | distinction of drafting what is un-
that optimists had hoped for.—Ex. !

doubtedly the most unique dinner
party “invitation in history. It
reads as follows:

“The Democratic National Com-
mittee invites you.to be present at
the Jackson Day Dinner to be held
at the Mayflower Hotel in the
C’ity of Washington on Wednesday
January the Eighth Nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-siz ot seven-thirty
o’clock.

“The favor of & reply is request-
ted.”

Reply cards “Please reserve ———
covers for the Jackson Day Din-
ner. Name. Adress

“PFifty dollars per person.”

“Explanatory Note—Five dollars
of this amount covers the cost of
the dinner. The remaining forty-
five dollars goes to the Democratic
National Campaign Fund.”

While it is doubtful that many
of the 8,500,000 WPA workers
earning from $36 per month and
up will be able to scrape together
the necessary $50 which would in-
sure them a seat at this sumptuous
feast, the New Dealers working in
the various alphabet agencies at
Washington are expected to make
reservations or risk the displeasure
of their chiefs as the inoncent line,
“The fuvor of a reply is request-
ed,” indicates.

For the loyal New Dealers who

'elect to take their wives, the cost

will be a round $100—3$10 for food
and $90 for Mr. Farley and his
natioral Democratic committee.

1 And $90 multiplied by the number

of federal workers who accept the
Farley invitation represents a sum
which will go far toward wiping
ou” the $300,000 payty deficit.

The Jackson Day banquet idea is
not being confined to Washington
however. Similar feasts will be held
simultaneously = throughout the
United States, with an estimated

things they really wish to do.

million or more Democrats in at-

: Aloysius Farley, post.
o dpmiti o of* the yuﬁmd !only & small part of the per plate

“Invites”

- New Dealersto Dinner

tendance. And at each- banquiet,

cost will go for food, while the
balance will be forwarded to na-
tional headquarters.

As in Washington, the majority
of those who attend the Jackson
Day bauquet elsewhere will be gov-
ernment employees. The various
state and local committees have
sent out “invitations” modeled aft-
er Mr. Farley’s example. And, as
one Washington columnist declayres,
“Some of the minor officials who
have received invitations are won.
dering whether they dare ignore
them. Some even suggest that
you’ll get yourself on a ‘blacklist’
with the national committee if you
don’t go. Such suggestions would
be indignantly denied, but never-
theless, a lot of people feel that
way about it and regard the invi-
tations as political assessments.”

Plans for the Jackson Day ban-
quet are going forward neiely -in
North Dakota, the Democratic state
headquarters at Fargo announcing
that some 3,000 are expected to
attend the various dinners, through-
out the state January 8. In Bis.
marck, the dinner will cost $5.00
per plate, with $3.00 - of  that
amount to be remitted to Wash-
ington in accordance with the con-
tribution scale set for smaller cities
by the Democratic national head-
quarters. In several other North
Dakota cities, including Fargo,
Jamestown, Devils Lake and Man-
dan, the price will be $3.00  per
plate, of which $1.50 will go to
the national committee. :

Ag 2 member of the state Demo.
cratic committee and a prominent
party leader, U. S. District Attor-
ney P. W. Lanier will undoubtedly
be in attendance at one of the Jack-
son Day banquets. He will prob-
ably be called upon to make a
speech. And there will indeed be
a spectacle which should be photor
graphed and preserved for poster.
ity.

(Continued on Page 8)

PRISON BOARD
VOTES T0 DIS-
CARD THE BAT

Lash to Be Abolished as Soon as
Cells Can Be Built on Eeach
Prison Farm, Body De.
cides, Reversing Preve-
tous Action.

By HARRY McCORMICK
Is. The Houston Press
The Texas Prison Board has
voted to abolish “the bat”, a heavy |
leather lash, as an instrument of

punishment, as soon as dark cells’
can be .onstructed on each of the
prison farms. _ |

‘Many efforts have been made in
the past to have the bat abolish-'
ed.  M..ny prisoners have said that
they were injured permanently by
blows f.om thé heavy whip. The
vote came late Monday in the
board’s meeting here.

Refused Earlier

Earlier on the day the board re-
fused to abolish the bat upon a
resolution offered by Dr. Sidney
Lister of Houston. In the after-
noon & new resolution was adopted.

The regolution is to abolish the
bat as soon as dark cells can be’
constructed on each of the prison'!
farms for punishing unruly prison-
ers,

Under the law prison farm man.
agers n.oy obtain whipping orders
from the general manager and'
prisoners. may be given a certain
number of lashes up to 20 for mis-
behavior.

2 - Up to Legislature
- The next step is for the Legisla-
ture to provide funds to build dark
dells, . :

In effect, the Legislature also
must vote to abolish the bat.

W. A. Boyett of Bryan was the
only member of the hoard to vote
against the proposal. Mr. Boyett
zaid he does not believe it possible
to haadle prisoners without the
bat. He asked to be recorded in
the minutes of the meeting in that
way. |

There was much discugsion pre-|
ceding the vote on the bat.

“I think you fellows are trying
to put us on the spot with this
resolution,” said R. W. Miller of
Huntsville. “The Texas Prison Sys-
tem is not ready for the abolition
of the bat.”

“Bat” Defended

“I will never vote to abolish the
bat because I have seen the prison
system when it did not use the bat
and it was a complete failure,” Mr.
Boyett said. “In that time I re-
member that the Johnson grass was
las high as your head on the farms,
the weeds took the place of crops
and the prisoners basked in the
sunshine and refused to work.”

“Our trouble in abolishing the
bat is because we have such widely |
separated units,” Chairman Pad.’
dock gaid. “It is difficult to handle
the men when they are so widely
scattered and the bat was the only |
metho¢ of punishmeni that we
had.”

“It is most inhuman,” Dr. Lister
said. “When I first came into the
Prison System they were whipping
the men right and left and mark-
ing a good many of them. Then
when I went down to Retrieve
Farm and saw the men with scars
and laceration on their back from
the bat is nauseated me and I
swore then that before I went off
the board I would make a fignt to
abolish this thing of the dark ages.

Not Done Impersonally

“The t-ouble with whipping the
prigoners is that as far as I know
the farm officials have never been
able to do it impersonally and be-
fore the procedure goes very far
the man administering the whip-
ping iz angry and really lays it on
the poor fellow on the business end
of the bat.”

W. R. Dulaney told of stopping
a mutiny on a prison farm years
ago, when more than a score of
prisoners were whipped in one day
It finally broke the mutiny.

Mrs. C. A. Teagle of Houston
took the position of Dr. Lister.

“I have never seen a whipping,”
she said, “but I feel certain that if
the people of Texas could witness
one, just one, they would rise up

{(Continued on Page 3)

1935 l\’roves" Year

- Of Many

Disasters

And Violent Deaths

ROY SANDERFORD
ANNOUNGES FOR
GOVERNOR'S JOB

Sen. Roy Sanderford, Belton
business man, Ferguson leader in

[the Senate through his four.year

term, Saturday announced for
governor.,

He will advocate before the
voters the three per cent sales tax
sponsored by him in the legisla-
ture and favored by the Ferguson
administration before it retired
from office. He also announced a
plan to encourage Texas industries
by tax exemption.

Forces Unite

Sen. Sanderford’s entrance into
the race brought Gov. James V.
Allred his fipst substantial opposi-
tion for re-election +to a second
term. Tt also disclosed the tack to
be taken by the Ferguson forces,
which were regarded as certain to
unite upon a candidate to carry
forward its 22-year tradition of be-
ing represented in every state race.

C. C. McDonald ran for governor
with the Ferguson support two
years, ago. Sanderford was - his
campaign manager. At an earlier

time, the Ferguson organization
supported Louis: J., . Wardlaw
against Gov. Dan Moody. 'On one
other occasion, it supported George
B:. Peddy for the United States
Senate. In all other years, the
Ferguson family has been repre-
sented since 1914 by James E.
Ferguson in four and by Mrs. Mir-
jam A. Ferguson in four biennial
races. :
Announces Platform

Sen. Sanderford outlined a plat-
form including:

Three per cent sales tax.

Reduction of state expenses 2&
per cent. .

Opposition to income tax.

Graduated land tax for county
purposes.

Chain store tax, without exemp-
tions.

Exempt
taxation.,

Abolish poll tax.

Local self-government.

Right of labor to organize and
bargain collectively. !

Liquor control laws and regula-
tion.

In announcing his first state.
wide race, in yvhich ke will seek the
highest state office, Sen. Sander-
ford said:

“] am a native of Bell County,
Texas, and am in my 41st year. I
have hal fair educational advan-
tages in the common schools.
Wedemeyer’s academy, from which
I graduated in 1914, and was for
two years a student in Bayloy uni-
versity of Waco. I taught a rural
school for one year. In the fall of
1917, I volluntarily enlisted for fly.
ingsduty in the United States Air
Corps in which capacity I served
for 21 months,

‘Not & Lawyer’

“] am married and have three
children all within the scholastic
age. I have been a member of the
Baptist /church for over 20 years.
I served for two terms as tax col-
lector of Bell County and have been
in the automobile and associate
lines of business continuously since
1923. I am not a lawyer. I was
elected to the state senate from the
21st district over two worthy op-
ponent. in the first primary in
July, 1932, "

“When I am elected I-ghall re-
spect the constitutional rights of
the people to have a governor who
will stay on the job, cooperate with
the legislature and will neither
squander the people’s time nor
abuse the opportunity for service
by continually engaging in social,
political and pleasurable affairs. I
will no. use the powers of the of-
fice to place my relatives on gov-

{Continued on Page 3)

basic industries from

|the thirty-first,

(By HERBERT YAHRAES) -
In Nacogdoches Sentinel ©

Nature and man-made machines
combined to make 1935 a year of
disasters and violent deaths.

John Smith, wherever in Amer-
ica he lived, felt ‘the fury of the
elements—dust, blizzards, earth-
quakes, hurricanes, floods and
pounding seas.

He saw air crashes claim Wil
Rogers, Wiley Post, Senator Bron-
son Cutting—and perhaps = Sig
Charles Kingsford-Smith — eca¥
crashes, claim Queen Astrid of the
Belgians, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes,
Prince Alexis Mdivani.

Through late winter and spring,
dry winds swept topsoil from
millions of midwestern acres, car.
rying it some times thousands of
miles. 3l

Started Erosion Fight

As waeks went by without rafnm,
the dirt laden winds blackened the
atmosphare, poured dust into hous-
es, paralyzed traffic, aggravated
disease resulted in urtold erop
damage.

But midwestern Farmer Johr
Sn.ith, digging away the dirt that
had drifted over his fences, almost
to the eaves of his “arn, was un-
dismayed. He styed where he was,
planned to combat erosion, lest a
“great American desert” develop.

Later the earth again got John
Smith’s attention, this time by
quaking. From Wisconsin and Illi-
nois to the Atlantie, and from Can-
ada 'to Maryland, the east was
shaken—but ever so slightly—early
November I. At the samc time,
Helena, Montana = was passing
through a much more severe shock.
Another in a series of hundreds
that began October 12, killed sev-
en, and caused damage estimated
at more than $3,000,000.

Dizie Grounded g

Thrilling and spectacular was
the wrecking of the steamship Dixie
off the Florida coast, Septembes
2. For two days hurricane lashed
waters prevented rescue work. The
last of the 231 passengers was
transferred September 5. No lives
were lost.

As 1o other month, August drovs

12 warships rescued all but two of
the 83 aboard.

The same hurricane devastated
part of the-Florida Keys, killed
more than 400.: g

Othe: hurricanes roared across
the southern and eastern seas from
August to October. Total storm
deaths—more than 1,600; property
damage—millions. { ;

Mohawk Wrecked

Other ship rescues thrilled John
Smith. September 80, the cruising
Rotterdam, with 450 passengers
went aground east of Kingsten,
Jamaica. Everybody rescued. ‘On
January 6, the steamship Havana
crashed into a reef off the Baha.
mas. Everybody rescued; one died
in lifeboat. 5

Eightaen days later came the
years major disaster in American
waters. At night, in icy weathes
off the New Jersey coast, the lines
Mohawk and the freighter Talis:
man collided. The Mohawk sank
as ships and eoast boats rushed te
rescue. “Nice work” thought John
Smith, as first reports indicated
everybody saved; final check—4§
lost. : G

Again the navy lost an airship
Thi- year it was the Macon, wreck:
ed off the California coast, Febru-
ary 12. Warships rescued all bui
two of the 83 aboard. ’

As no other month, August drove
home the message of sudden death.
On the first day, Prince Alexis
Mdivani, Barbara Hutton’s /x-
husband, speeding over Spanish
roads, crashed, died. On the fif.
teenth, Will Rogers, actor humor.
ist, and Wiley Post, famed pilot,
on an aerial vacation tour across
Alaska, crashed, died. On the
twenty-ninth, Queen Astrid of the
Belzians, motoring with the king
in Switzerland, crashed, died. On
Mrs. Harold L.
Ickes, vwrife of the secretary of the
interior, motoring with friends

{Continued on Page 3)
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THE FORUM IS NOT JUS1 ANOTHER NEWSPAPER—
IT IS DIFFERENT

Poverty must be wiped out. No nation can eali itselt
either Christian or civilized that permits babes, litile ehil
dren and the aged to sufter for food, clothes and shelter.—
Labor’s Voice.

PAY YOUR POLL TAX

It is quite apparent that 1936 will be the most eventful political
year in the history of this state and nation. There will be more
_seramble for public office and more dodging of public issues than
éver before. The determination of these guestions will involve
the destiny and the happiness of the people. If the wrong kind
of voters control the election, then it wil: surety follow that the
downfall of any rule by the people will be the result.

We have a law in Texas that requires the voter to have a poll
tax, unless he be over 60 years of age, before he can cast a vote
in the election. This is a bad l:w and ought never to have been
‘enacted, but it is the law and we must govern ourselves accord-
‘ingly If a voter fails to pay his poll tax on or before the first

~day of February, he thereby disqualifies himself and denies to
himself the right of an enfranchised citizen. Under normal con-
ditions there might be some excuse for a citizen to fail or refuse
to get his poll tax and thereby become a voter, but the present

" ¢ime and 1936 conditions makes it imperative that every citizen
qualify himself or herself to vote even if it involves a sacrifice
‘to do so. A great many people will find it exceedingly difficult
and nigh impossible to have $1.75 handy with which to pay the
poll tax. This burden becomes more difficult where there is a

. wife who can become a voter by the payment of the tax. The
burden is thereby doubled.

Under the law, it is a criminal offense to loan or give anybody
money with which to pay a poll tax. There are thousands of
people that are well able to pay their poll tax and would be glad
4o loan the money to others to pay theirs if it were not a violation
of the law. Of course, I do not want to advise anybody to violate
the law, but this thought has occurred to me. In this time of
extended unemployment, why can’t those that are able establish

" at their convenience, what we will, for a want of a better name,
-gall Poll Tax Day and let everybody that is able to do so furnish
one or two days labor for the needy voter and let him use the
money to pay his or her poll tax. Most anybody could use one
or two days labor or even a half days labor in performing some
special service that would take only a half or a whole day to
perform it. This procedure would not in any way violate the
law and it would give thousands of people an opportunity to
become a voter that otherwise will be denied a right to participate
in the election. This plan will produce two benefits, one will
be employment and the other will be the right to vote. I appeal
to the people of Texas everywhere to bgin now to prepare for this
years political contest. The privilege to vote is the only right

. whereby the citizens have some say in how the governmental
affairs are conducted.

The election of corrupt and unworthy people to office is fast
undermining the vital foundation of our ecountry. The failure of
the people to go to the polls and take part in the election is the
primary and fundamental cause of the mismanagement of our
governmental affairs.

Let the humblest voter not forget that by qualifying himself to
vote in the election for the first and only time, he places himself
on the equality of every other citizen. We should be proud of
the fact that the vote of the humble laborer counts just as much
a8 the vote of the biggest lawyer or doctor in the country.

Let everybody begin now to start this campaign for payment
.of poll taxes. Let us set up Poll Tax Day in Texas. Let every
voter who can fix the time when he will urge somebody to pay
his poll tax and moreover help somebody with a few hours em-
ployment so that the money honestly earned can be used to qualify
every citizen to cast a free mans ballot.

If you have moved during the year in an incorporated eity.
don’t forget to get your permit to vote in the new location. If
you have become 60 years of age during the year 1935, don’t
" forget to apply for your permanent exemption receipt, otherwise
you will not be allowed to vote. Pay your poll tax.

SENATOR SANDERFORD A .
CANDIDATE

Llsewhere in these columns appears the announcement of Sen-
ator Roy E. Sanderford of Belton for Governor. He appears to
have a clean cut platform and presents a clear grasp of the
states financial situation. This announcement leaves the can-
didacy for Governor and the issues upon which same is to be
fought out clearly defined. There likely will not be any other
eandidate announced and Governor Allred and'Senator Sander-
ford will take the issues to the people. The people should at once
qualify themselves to vote and inform'themselves as to how they

- should vote. As Governor Allred is opposed to the things which

“ the ['orum has stood for, it naturally will take the side of Senator

_ Sanderford in this campaign. It is in no sense a personal matter
but is one of policy and statesmanship on which the Forum feels

_ like it ought to take its stand on the side of Senator Sanderford-
So tollowing a familiar statement, the Forum says, ‘‘Here’s at
it, may the best man win.”’

: GANGSTER RIDDEN

We are a ganster-ridden country. There is no doubt about this;
. we can pooh-pooh the idea or resent it all we please—we are
- gangster-controlled.
There are all types of gangsters. Some of them would become
r_eally excited should you call them gangsters; they do not con-
 sider themselves gangsters. Some of them occupy high places
in churches; pass contribution plates; teach Sunday School class-
e8; fill offices in Chamber of Commerce and other .commercial
srganizations; some have titles of ‘‘Honorable’’; yet, they are
- gangsters. Any man is a gangster who deliberaely and willfully
- exploits the people—Editorial in Morning World.

sl LS Pl SRy P

‘““When it shall be said n any country in the world, my
poor are happy s my jails are empty of prisoners, my streets
of beggars; the aged are not in want; the taxes are not op-
preswe; the natwnal world 18 my friend, because I am the
friend of its happiness; when these things can be said, then
may that country boast of #ts constitution and its govern-

ment.”’ : 1
—~THOMAS PAINE.

(By W. H. (““Coin’’) HARVEY)

A knowldge of the money subject is what is now most needed in
the present disturbance in the world.

Civilization eannot function without money. The Government,
business and society ecannot function without it. If all the money
in the United States were dstroyed today and we entered into
life tomorrow without money, a medium of exchange, there would
be a total collapse. There would be no way to buy a newspaper,
a magazine, to ride on a street car or railroad, to buy groceries,
to pay men running the trains, or to meet pay-rolls in the offices
and shops of all forms of industry. There would be bread riots
in 48 hours in all the cities. Hence, we can understand the ab-
solute necessity for money, a medium of exchange.

It has been ‘wisely decided that money should be made by the
Government ; and the next step for the Government is to get it
into eirculation among all the people. When this is wisely done
the Government, business, society and civilization automatically

" | funetion.

We all agree that the first step, the making of money, should
be done by the Government. The second step, getting the money

i |'into circulation among the people that it may perform its civiliz-

ing function, has been woefully misunderstood, seized upon by

| selfish interests and has endangered what would otherwise have

been its automatie functioning. :

Wisdom dictates that the Government should put it in cireula- |

tion by paying it out for material needed and for services per-
formed in conducting the business of the Government, and in
building publiec improvements in all parts of the United States,
thus getting it into ecirculaion generally without any mortgages
or bonds, tribute or interest to be paid for it. Hence, incurring
no debts against the people. They having paid for it with ma-
terial and services.

In order that too much did not get into circulation, thereby
cheapening the exchange value of the money, the Government
should be constantly redeeming it with services. What is meant
by this redemption system is, that the Government by owning
and operating the mail service, the railroads and other publii
utilities that are of general, common good purpose charging for
its.services, the money it has issued is coming back to the Gov
ernment in payment for services. Thus we have redemption with
services, a continuous and automatic redemption system.

By this method the money is going into eirculation with value
received given for it in property or services; and returns to the
Government, value received, in services rendered by the Govern-
ment ; with, as we shall see later, a profit to the Government
spent in public improvements—the total amount of money coing
out and in annually like blood ecirculating through the physical
body.

Instead of following this wise policy, selfish interest hu  cen
permitted to seize control of this great civilizing necessity and
has dictated the policy of the Government as to the method by
which money, a medium of exchange, is put into eirculation.
Congress has passed laws providing for the Government, after
making the money, to turn it over to the money lenders, the
bankers, who are individual owners of banks and interested in
making profits from money for themselves. The money is turned
over to the bankers at the cost of printing it, estimated at one
half of one per cent. They, the bankers, put the money into
circulation by lending it to the people at an interest rate of 6
per cent per annum and up And as the Government needs it,

lending it back to the Government at about 4 per cent per anum,

taking Government bonds or certificates as security.

Congress has passed another law in this connection by which
the banks are authorized to lend their credit as a substitute for
money for as much as ten times the quantity of money they have
stored in their vaults. (Editor’s Notes: Be is remembered that
this money stored in their vaults belongs, for the most part, to
their customers; but the banks, not the owners of the money, are
permitted to collect and keep the interest derived from ten times
the amount of their customers’ deposits). The money held by the
banks to be regarded as an asset, warranting them in lending
their credit (beg pardon, their customers’ credit.—Editor) all
drawing interest the same as if it were money for as much as
ten times the amount of money stored in their vaults.

This law classifies the banks fixing the quantity they can lend
which amount ranges from 7% to 13 times the amount of money
they have stored. And, on time deposits, 33 times the amount
of money on hand. So, that the average credit. a substitute for
money, they can lend is as much or more, than ten times the
amount of actual money they can show they have in their possess-
sion. ;

Thus, by this wicked law, the banks, the money lenders, are
encouraged and do hoard the money to the extent of 95 per cent
of the money in existence, and to lend credit established by their
customers, all a substitute for money, and collect interest thereon.

So, this life-saving necessity to make civilization function is
placing bonds, mortgages and other forms of indebtedness on the
people. It must be understood that neither the Government nor
business can function without money; business stops without it;
the people must have it; and, as this substitute for money is the
only thing they can get, they are compelled to borrow it, and pay
interest therefor.

In this way we have a nation of people bonded and mortgaged,
resulting in foreclosures, bankruptcies, tenantry, people losing
their homes, their business, resulting in loss of hope, in crimes,
suicides and a general threatened collapse of civilization.

HE DIDN'T SAY TURKEY

(Contribuated)

We are all familiar with the story so often heard concerning/
the white man and the Indian who had returned from a hunt|

with a turkey and a buzzard. In dividing their ‘‘kill’’ the white
man suggested to the Indian: ‘‘Now you take the buzzard, and
I’ll take the turkey; or I'll take the turkey and you take the buz-
zard.”” The Indian, in his comment on the white man’s liberality
observed that, ‘‘He didn’t say turkey to the Indian’’

And we are reminded: In the President’s speech recently de-
livered before the Congrss and broadcasted over the world he
challenged his eritics to either accept the plans in operation by
the present administration or else return to the fatal follies of
the Hoover regime. As a matter of fact a good many of his critics
are not elamoring for a return to the fatal conditions engendered
by and climaxed in the past and present administrations. Some
of them argue that it would be too much along the line of ¢‘jump-
ing out of a frying pan into the fire.”’

There are certain outstanding issues before the people at the
moment which both administrations have opposed, and, so far,
hasfe succeeded in defeating. Among these are, first, the bonus
which was not so much as mentioned by the President in his
recent speech, It may be that the very effective plan of defeating
a measure by ignoring it is again in the offing.

Then there is still lurking in the background, but with a most
formidable front, the coupon eclippers who continue to demand
effectively that there be no change from the past method of per-
mitting a few privileged so-called financiers to monmopolize the
currency system which permits them to lay and collect tribute
against every industry in the land. As a matter of fact, the two
Issues mentioned are as Simese Twins; because it is the latter issue,

the privilege to collect tribute on deferred payment of the bonus,
that is, to date, causing its defeat. If or when the proponents of
the bonus measure accept the bonding route, which bonding route
will allow no serious interference with the coupon clippers, they
will probably be able to pass the bill and thus wipe it off the
slate. :

To pass the bonus bill as its authors have insisted would be to
ignore the Shylocks who have anually collected their ‘‘pound of
flesh’’, a tribute against industry—and this would seriously hand-
icap either or both the administrations.

INEXPLANABLE

(Editorial in Houston Press

It’s not the $45 out of the $50 that has put the $50 per plate
Jackson Day Dinner in the eategory of political mistakes. It‘s
the $5. :

The other $45 goes to the campaign fund. Anyone who reads
knows that by now. But what sbout the sum that’s left? Five
dollars for a dinner! And for Democrats.

To the average voter, to the ordinary rank and file of us, who
feel more than fortunate about a 35-cent shopper’s luncheon, or
in times of great unbending a dollar table d’hote at Kelley’s,
$5 for a dinner is indeed a Lucullan feast, as the press agent
for the G. O. P., under the inspiration of his Blut Points and
his shadow alleges

And to those less flush who still turn away, blessing their daily
bread, from a 10-cent bowl of c¢hili with beans—or a 15-cent
barbecue in Nick’s Diner down next to the alley next to the
laundry, or to one who has regaled himself beside th: grocery
stove on a nickel’s worth of crackers and cheese, the &5 figure
for a single meal is all the more out of proportien.

No, the Democratic National Committe: management can ex-
plain $45 of the $50, but they never can live down $5 for just
one dinner.

WILL HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF?

(Editorial in Houston Press) .

Recently in this space we quoted from warnings of three Su-
preme Court justices against the federal judiciary’s encroach-
ment on the rights of Congress and of State legislatures.

There is nothing new about the lamentations of these modern
Jeremiah juriste—Brandeis, Stone and Cardozo. Down through
American history have come warnings just as ominous, and not
always from the lips of dissenting justices. Sometimes these de-
nunciations of judicial usurpation have issued from victorious
political leaders, and have contributed to the shaping of history.

As old as the republie are the struggles for power between the
federal judiciary and Congress, and between the federal judiciary
and state legislatures. Every time a citizen or a corporation
seurries into a federal eourt, invoking state sovereignty or national
sovereignty—as suits his purpose—to escape a federal law or a
state law, it is but another skirmish in those unceasing conflicts.

Thomas Jefferson, founder of the states’ rights Republican
party, once warned that ‘‘the germ of dissolution of our Federal
Government is in the judiciary —an irresponsible body working
like gravity, by day and by night, gaining a little today and
gaining a little tomorrow, and advancing its no'seless step like
a thief over the field of jurisdiction until all shall be usurped.’”’

James Madison, ‘‘Father of the Constitution,’” said in his de-
clining years that the process of making the judiciary paramount
over legislation was never intended and can never be proper.”’

The doughty Andrew Jackson, under whose leadership the
Jeffersonian party was reborn as the Democratic party, defied a
Supreme Court ruling against the state of Georgia. ‘‘John Mar-
shall (then chief justice) has made his decision,” Jackson snap-
ped, ‘““now let him enforce it.”’ ’

Abraham Lincoln carried the new Republican party to its first
‘national vietory in a campaign in which defiance of the Supreme
Court’s Dred Scott decision was his chief issue. ‘‘If the policy of
the Government on vital questions affecting the whole people is
to be irrevocably fixed by the Supreme Court the instant they
are made,’’ said Lincoln in his first inaugural address, ‘‘the people
will have ceased to be their own rulers.”” He ignored the court
while waging a Civil War to settle the question which the court’s
decision had brought to a head.

Ulysses 8. Grant, whose party leadership sealed Republican
dominance for many years, packed the Supreme Court with new
members to get it to reverse its greenback decision against his
money policy. i

Theodore Roosevelt, whose ‘‘square deal’’ revitalized the Repub-
lican party early in the century, undertook to clip the powers of
federal judges after their decisions had frustrated some of his
anti-trust reforms. He urged a referendum of the.people on
laws which the courts held unconstitutional. ‘‘The highest right
of a free people is the right to make their own laws . . .’’ he said.
‘I hold that the people should say finally whether these decisions
are or are not to stand as the laws of the land.”’

Franklin D. Roosevelt, whose New Deal reforms today are un-
der attack in the courts, has not yet spoken out as harshly against
judicial frustration as did Jefferson, Madison, Jackson, Lincoln
Jjustices, Brandeis, Stone and Cardozo. Nor has he, as did Grant,
and Theodore Roosevelt, and as have recently the three minority
attempted to force judicial acquiescence by packing the tribunal.

But if the courts throw many more of his reforms into the
waste basket, there may come a time when Franklin Roosevelt,
to save his program, will have to take a stand similar tq those
taken by so many of his illustrious predecessors.

THE BATTLE OVER THE BONUS

By S. 0. SANDERSON

When Congress convenes in January, the big battle over the
soldiers’ bonus will be on.

There will not be much opposition to the payment of the bonus,
II)’uAtIche big battle will be over the manner HOW IT SHALL BE

The bankers have loaned the veterans $1,700,000,000 on their
adjusted compensation certificates. Upon these loans they have
been collecting $68,000,000 & year in interest, or nearly $190,000.-
00 every day.

The bankers thrive on tribute, and $5,667,000,00 per months
is not to be sneezed at.

Under the Patman bonus bill passed during the last session of
Congress, and vetoed by President Roosevelt, the government
would have issued treasury notes (money) and paid the veterans
in full. The veterans in turn, would have paid the $1,700,000,000
they owe the bankers, and would have had something left to live
on.

- BUT THE BANKERS DO NOT WANT THE MONEY—
THEY WANT THE INTEREST—SIXTY-EIGHT MILLION
DOLLARS A YEAR.

1Hence the bankers do not want the Patman bonus bill to become
a law, ?

If the bonus is not paid, the bankers will continue to collect
five million dollars a month in interest from the veterans for the
next ten years.

The bankers, however, will not object to the payment of the
bonus if the government will issue bonds instead of currency.
Because that will give them an opportunity not only to exchange
their $1,700,000,000 in veterans loans for long term tax-exempt
bonds, but also to collect interest on an additional billion dollars
or so that is necessary to pay the bonus in full.

It is a battle between the American people and the all-powerful
money trust. Which side will win? It is up to you.

Write your congressman and senators, and demand the pass-
age of the Patman bonus bill which provides for payment by
the ISSUANCE OF CURRENCY INSTEAD OF INTEREST

BEARING TAX-EXEMPT BONDS.—The Leader.

Under the obligation of that solemn oath which I am
about to take, I shall continue to éxert all my faculties to
maintain the just powers of the Constitution . . . inculcat-
ing by my offictal acts the mnecessity of ewercising by the
general govermment only those powers that are clearly
delegated to it; and to encourage stmplicity and economy
in expenditires by the govermnment.—President Andrew
Jackson, in his second inauguarl address, March 4, 1833.

TOO MANY WORKERS OR TOO
LOW WAGES?

The Administration is caught in a dilemma from which it
does not know how to untangle itself,

Business figures cause a glow of,satisfaction to emanate from
New Lealers’ features. Employment figures create several new
and deeper wrinkles on their collective brow.

Statistics on industrial produection for November seem to show
as if the ‘‘Roosevelt Revolution’’ has turned the corner and we
are now emerging into a period of reconstruction. The numbers
of out-of-work belie that conclusion, and wnalterably signify that
we are still fighting the depression and are deep in the trenches
doing t.

On the one hand the Federal Reserve Board index of industrial

production for November indicates that we are just 2 points shy .

of reaching that ‘‘normal’’ economie level of the 1923-25 average.
By the time the December figures are compiled business recovery
is expected to show an added spurt strong enough to shove the
figures above 100 of the 1923-25 level. ;

On the other hand, the employment figures of the Labor De-
partment, while showing that around 1,000,000 workers have
been put back to work, the total army of unemployed has remain-
ed unchanged since 1932, ‘What to do?

This country cannot for long enjoy an ‘‘upper’’ prosperity
while the mass remains in the main untouched. Either the 11,
000,000 or & major portion of them must find jobs or the present

business spurt will not be long lasting. Of course, there are

some economists, like John T. Flynn, who insist that the whole
present business boom is dependant upon the four billion dollars
the government is spending through its various agencies.

Regardless of this view, why are 11,000,000 or more workers
without jobs when we have reached a point in economic ‘‘recov-
ery’’ which takes us up to the respectable 1923-25 average?

Are there too many workers, anyway? If it were a matter of
socarcity of matural wealth or a limited productive capacity, this
would be the answer- People are without employement, however
not because our raw materials are exhausted or because our pro-
ductive plant is too small to utilize all available man-power. It
1t rather a question of too low wages—not enough consuming
power to use up what owr matural resources and our machine
equipment can throw on the market.

The answer is that wages are tirely too low; too few individ-
nals are the beneficiaries of our present business upturn.

This is the riddle which the Roosevelt Administration must
solve. It has tried to play along with the employers in an at-
tempt to find a solution for it but the employers just turned
““thumbs down’’ on the idea. The employers aren’t interested
in the unemployed, in the stability of society, in the future of
their country. .They are only interested wn profiis and in the
pres:nt. ; -

The task for the Roosevelt Administration is to press as vigor-
ously as it can for some planned consumption—a thirty-hour
work week, a decent minimum wage, much more adequate soecial
insurances than it has thus far sponsored. Herein lies its salva-
tion.—The Brewery Worker,

DR. COX SCORES COTTON RE-
STRICTION PROGRAM

(Editorial in Austin-American)

Dr. A, B. Cox, director of the University of Texas bureau of
business research, appeared before the American Statistical Asso-
ciation convention in New York and scorched the New Deal ad-
ministration for its cotton restriction program. Bluntly he said
the program had cost millions of dollars in wages, put millions of
people on relief and has been another failure as a scheme for
raising cotton prices. First and last and all the time, Dr. Cox has
been a consistent and at times very vitrolic eritie of the govern-
ment plan, Speaking of the alleged loss on account of the AAA
and other Wallace plans, the Texas economist said : ‘‘ It has meant
the loss of about $83,000,000 o cotton picking, $64,000,000 to
cotton ginning. $47,000,000 in transportation and about $58,-
000.000 in compressing, warehousing, merchandising and other
marketing costs made up mostly of labor. The 18,400,000 bales of
cotton the government kept out of production would have resulted
in the production of about 5,400,000 tons of cotton seed which
would have had & manufacturing value of about $29,000,000.
These do not include preparation of land, planting, cultivation
and hoeing, very important items in employment, yet the figures
I have given total $281,000,000.”” All in all, according ‘to the
worthy doctor, ‘‘the cotton restriction program fails to recognize
the inter-dependent relation between various branches of the
cotton industry and as a result hundreds of thousands of persons
in the south have been foreed on relief rolls.”’

There had been a large carry over crop of cotton for years. It
followed in the wake of the World War. Today the government
is practically the owner of thousands of bales. As for the AAA
program, it was voted by the farmers themselves. It is a story
almost as old as the American republic. First slave labor pro-
duced cheap cotton for the nations of the earth. Then came the
emancipation of the slave. Then came the reconstruction of the
south. Then came cheap cotton throughout the years for the
textile industries of the north and east—cheap cotton produced

by the white women and little children and in later years by the

Mexican and negro population of the south. It is a vast problem
but the landowners and cultivators of the South did not make
the problem. They are not responsible for it, They bought the
goods of the makers of things in the industrial areas and they
paid high tariffs all the time. Then they sold their products at
cheap priees in the markets of the world. Where do w~ 2o from
here %—The Austin-American.

SHAW ON RECOVERY

George Bernard Shaw was asked recently: ““How do you view
the economic future of England? < Will things get steadily worse,
or will the Old Country muddle through, as usual?

He answered : ‘‘It is rather late in the day to talk about Eng-
land or any other nation muddling through. If the Big Ship
goes dgwn England will go down with it. And, don’t forget,
Big Ships-have always gone down before. Mesopotamia was once
more highly civilized than either Old or New England, but it
went under.

““Bvery serious student of the subject knows that the stability
of @ civilization depends finally on the wisdom with which st dis-
tributes it’s wealth, and allots its burdens of labor.

““We do not distribute our wealth at all: we throw it into the

streets to be scrambled for by the strongest and greediest who will
stoop to such scrambling—after handing the lion’s share to the
professional robbors, politely called owners,
_ “Qur remedies for the consequences for our own folly are tar-
iffs, inflation, wars, vivisections, vengeance and black magic. - As
to reform, we don’t have sense enough to reform our own spelling.
Talk about something else,’’
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; AN EXPL AN ATION quet, he is violating the law which | AUTO DEATHS SET
THE SPF ED MENACE V ALU ABLE COTTONSEED OIL prohibits federal employees from NEW RECORD

‘'he speed menace, like many other modern ills, is getting no
better very fast. This is because the publie is thinking about tts
effects instead of its cause. We may legislate against speeding
until doom’s day; we may put all convicted speed demons in the
penitentiary and keep them there (Others will take their place) ;
we may clutter the highways and streets with traffic cops as
thick as grasshoppers in a spring hay-meadow, but, so long as
automobiles, geared to make a hundred miles cmd better per
hour, are sold, indiscriminately to the public, there will be sap-
headed fools to drive that rate, and continue THE RECKLESS
DANCE OF DEATH. A vital stab at production.—‘‘CON-
TROLLED PRODUCTION,’’ if you please, will tend to stop
the menace. Nothing else will avail,

THE CREATORS OF MONEY

It is conceded by nearly every man that the world is ruled by
merciless and wicked money manipulators. Miss Gertrude Coogan
of Chicago has written a book called ‘‘Money Creators’’, in which
the history of these agents is more fully and concisely expressed
than by any writer in my knowledge. Her thorough ms1ght into
this history is amazing.

She has ferreted out the secret plots and motives of those
manipulators in the various transactions of history, and presented
them for the inspection of the public, and has done it in a way
that makes her book the most valuable students’ manual yet
published.

Every person who secks light on the hlstory of money should
read the book., One of the things that gives to her book its
bnghtest charm is the fact that she has thoroughly appraised the
moral issues involved in the various steps that have led up to the
present super-plratlcal system under which the American people
are now groaning and writhing. Her demonstrations of the nee-
essity for a changed system, are complete and leaves no honest
Legislator in doubt as to his duty in seeking a very radical change.

Nobody has ever made a stronger appeal for Government L'egal
Tender Money (greenbacks so called) than she makes. In giv-
ing Miss Coogan this unstinted praise, I do not mean that she
understands money in all its relations to the peoples’ welfare,
or that she knows all the changes that ought to be made now.

Indeed, her condemnation of the old system is complete and
irrefutable, but her outline of the remedy is thoroughly defective.
On this point she completely breaks down. She accurately demon-
strates the errors of private—bank-—coinage and distribution, and
thus far she is superbly right, but in doing this she completely
demonstrates the necessity for Government coinage and distribu-
tion.

But she fails to see that Government distribution is the logical
sequence of Government coinage, if the people are to be benefittd.
Here is where her error begins. She stands for Government issue,
but private distribution. She sees nothing inconsistent in these
two positions when placed side by side.

In reality, we have had these two econditions sunultaneously
in all the past of our Republic, and this has been our real undoing.
All through her whole work, she repeats the proposition that all
banks should be private banks, while at the same time she labors
effectively to prove the stupendous errors of private banking in
the past- She labors for the destruction of private creators
of money, but clings tenaciously to the continuance of private
distributors of money.

Her inconsistency here leads one to suspect that she is the paid
tool of corporate powers to prevent the substitution of Govern-
ment ownership for private ownership in the handling of money,
and some other public utilities.

What do speculating, interest-taking banks care about who
prints their money just so they can be the sole distributors of
that money? Miss Coogan’s past environments must have com-
pletely engulfed her in the muck and mire of opposition to all
Government ownership, and hence rather than yield one jot or
title, she still fights even the Government ownership of so vital
-a utility as money itself. Her condemnation of ‘‘private creators
of money’’ is a delightful strike, but her resignation to private
‘‘distributors of money’’ is an amazing disappointment. Her
work seems to be an adroitly camouflaged attack on the position
of Government ownership, as well a8 a well timed defense of pri-
vate bank control of money and credit. More later.

P. A. SPAIN, Paris, Texas.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

(By A. P. PEIROE)

EASY MONEY—
An Allegory.
. Once upon a time, perhaps not more than five thousand years

.ago, upon the banks of a beautiful little stream, lived a very

peculiar people.. Peculiar they would seem to us because every
one was honest, truthful, sober and industrious. These simple
people had not yet discovered the motive which makes men other-
wise. You may be glad to know that these people were our own
beloved ancestors.

The members of this community were Mr. Farmer, Mr. Baker,
Mr. Miller, Mr. Butcher, Mr. Tanner, Mr. Shoemaker, Mr. Spinner
Mr. Weaver, Mr. Taylor, Mr Sawyer, Mr. Carpenter, Mr. Smith,
Mr. Wheelwright, Mr. Digger, Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Merchant, and
‘Mr Doolittle. Each and every one of these men had his log hut,
his wife and a house full of children. These families had builded
their own houses. Each raised its own live stock, wheat, cottoun
and wool. Each slaughtered its own meat, ground its own meal,
made its own bread, tanned its hides, made its own shoes, thsted
its own yarn and made its own cloth. FEach family had made

- for themselves an ax, a knife, a spade and a sickle, and each had

hollowed out a rock for their grinding.

These people knew of no vehicle of transportation other than
their own legs and backs and no vehicle of exchange other than
barter. They knew no power for spading up their fields other
than their own strength.

"Everyone had to work very hard because of the many kinds
of work each had to do and because of the erudeness of their tools.
Each had to learn a trade as he builded his house, tanned his hides
or made his shoes. In spite of this arduous labor all were happy
and no one was ever in want.

In these far away times the women worked longer hours than
the men did as upon them fell the grinding, the cooking, the
twisting, the weaving, the tanning and the sewing. Often unless
the men would help with the grinding, their suppers would be late.

Mr. Doolittle, complained often and finally he refused altogeth-
er to help with the grinding. He called a meeting of the men to
protest against this grinding task. Whereupon Mr. Miller spoke
up and said he believed the women had work enough without the
grinding. He said that if all would let him have their grinding
to do he would build a mill up at the falls and he would take only
a small toll out of each grist for his services. This plan was agreed
upon and it worked so well that Mr. Butcher offered to do all the
slaughtering and take a small toll for his services. Mr. Tanner
and Mr. Shoemaker objected to this division of labor arrangement
gaying ‘‘If we take toll of the hides we tan or the shoes we make
we cannot eat those hides or shoes.” Right there in this far

. away age was born the necessity for a vehicle of exchange better

than barter.

At this point Mr. Goldsmith proposed that all leave their work
for a time and go up into the hills where some small yellow nug-
gets could be washed out of the sand. ‘‘These we will gather and
I will melt them up dnto money.’”” This seemed to be the only
way that money, which would serve for a free and fair exchange
of commodities could be prov:ded The thing was done and Mr.
Goldsmith made the gold into money. They found soon, how-

It is no secret to Texans that cottonseed is one of the
State’s valuable assets; in fact, cottonseed is Texas’ second
most valuable cash crop. Now comes the announcement
that a new development in home curing and storage of farm
products is the wuse of cottonseed oil to provide a
cheap method of keeping home-raised pork indefinitely. No
wonder cotton is popular in Texas!—The Texas Weekly.

ever, that they could not get enough money to keep up with the
transfers of ownership that became necessary.

Very soon Mr. Sipnner had made him a wheel with which to
twist the cotton and wool and wished to do all the spinning; Mr.
Weaver had contrived a loom and wished to make all the cloth.
Mr. Taylor was making much of the clothing. Mr. Wheelwright
had invented the ox-cart and the ox-yoke and Mr. Smith was
doing all the iron work. Mr. Merchant had opened a store where
all their exchange of commodities was to be made. This new
money, however, was so scarce, that men had to wait for it to
get round from one to another. So right here in the ox-cart age
was born, of necessity, the deferring of payments, which today,
we call the credit system. Mr: Merchant very quickly found that
he had to make about ninety per cent of all his sales on credit

because there was not enough money to provide for immediate
payment when transfers of ownership were desird.

Mr. Butchr bought some beef cattle of Mr. Farmer, and as he
could not get the money to complete the transaction he gave Mr.
Farmer a paper to show the exact amount he had promised to
pay when the money could get round to him. Right here came
into existance the promisory note, and along with it that thing
which we call intangible wealth. When Mr. Farmer got that note
and Mr. Butcher got the beef cattle, without actually paying for
them, it seemed as though the wealth of the community had been
increased by the amount of that note through the exchange of
cattle for paper. The exchange of tangible wealth for a promise
to pay. Mr. Merchant found very soon that he had accounts due
which totaled a very large amount. While these accounts, like
the note held by Mr. Farmer, were nothing but evidence of
deferred payments caused only by lack of sufficient money, never-
theless they looked like real wealth for he would eventually get the
amount from his customers. Had there been, from the start, suf-
ficient money to pay immediately for all transfers of ownership
on a cash basis this intagible wealth never would have existed.
It is easy to understand that all tangible wealth is the product of
labor of hand or brain but it is hard to understand how, when or
where much of the intangible wealth in this world has been pro-
duced, if in reality it has been produced at all.

(Continued next week.)

DON'T NEGLECT YOUR POLL TAX

On date December 12, Forum carried on front page an article
in which it urged the people to pay their poll tax. Because of
the importance of this matter the article is being repeated on the
Editorial page of this issue. Please read this article again; then
take steps to carry out the suggested plan of securing a poll
tax receipt to the end that you may exercise your sovereign right

which will be before the people this year.

The present year will go down in history as an outstanding
one in the importance of the issues that will be involved. This
is true in both state and national questions. Unless you have your
poll tax receipt, or your exemption receipt, you can have no
voice in this matter; and, unless you express yourself at the polls,
you will not be represented in the final adjustment of the issues
involved. DON'T NEGLECT YOUR POLL TAX.

THE CHERRY TREE

Stupidity keeps bobbing up. g

Even the holiday season doesn’t stop it.

Take Mexico. Or Italy. But, for the moment, Mexico.

The president thinks his rule is endangered, 80 he clamps down
with & censorship.

Naturally, the moment a censorship is imposed, just that mo-
ment the world is warned not to believe the news passed by the
censor.

Censors don’t usually merely take out things; they also put in
things. Likewise they leave emasculated portions that have lost
their first meaning,

It’s all very stupid. The Mexican president seems to have
learned nothing from others in this respeet. And his record in-
dicates that he has learned no more about a number of other
things. :

Whatever may be the truth about a good many things, there
can be no doubt that the Mexican president has agreed to the pro-
gram of some of his ministers for arming communist groups.

That is something that i8 of paramount interest to the United
States as a whole. . We have the spectacle of a wholly intolerant
regime using public funds for the purpose of creating an armed
communism on our Southern border.

And if anybody thinks that is just a happy Christmas greet-
ing and a New Year hail of fellowship across the border, he
doesn’t know much about the matter.

Latest reports told of the arming of school teachers who are
under orders to teach socialism, which most of the teachers prob-
ably couldn’t even defme, let alone teach.

It’s 3 muddle and one in which the strutting Cardenas will do
well to watch his step.

Pt

Many in the United States make the mistake of measuring
things Mexican by United States standards.

That is one reason there has been so much past misunderstand-
ing of Mexican men and policies.

Mexican standards are the growth of the soil of Mexico.

Today we have a picture of turmoil which has grown out of
things that are purely Mexican.

It isn’t by any means a clear picture.

But the American people will draw certain conclusions.

They have drawn conclusions as to Fascism in Italy and Nazi-
ism in Germany and one of the definite results is that both Italy
and Germany have found fewer American dollars flowing to
their merchants and fewer of the American people coming to
spend vacations and money.

It might be too much to suggest to President Cardenas that he
observe these facts, because at the moment he seems too busy in
the effort to save his job, which is a pretty good job.

But whatever may be the domestie facts or the reasons for them,
it seems to be axiomatic that no regime can stand permanently
upon a foundation of intolerance and injustice,

Censorships may halt the flow of full information for a time,
but after a while the truth seeps through and when it does get
through it strikes with doubled force.

Through the underground, American workers now get the truth
from Italy and Germany. Truth penetrates.

All who care about international affairs in this hemisphere
will hope for Peace and fairness in Mexico. But a riotous, ram-

pant communism under arms isn’t any too reassuring.

Because many inquiries have been received concerning the
Forum’s holiday of two weeks we take this means of advising
our friends that henceforth we will go to press regularly every
Thursday, as formerly. The short period of rest afforded by
the holidays was just a breathing spell.. With the opening of the
New Year, and with another state campaign in the offing, and
with the many problems yet unsolved which must have attention,
Forum will be found on the firing line with a full exposition
of all the facts relevant to the issues involved. If you are in-
terested in keeping up with these facts send along your dollar

to have a say in the matter of passing on the important questions.

efficiency in government in the

for a year’s subscription to keep the good work of honesty and

spotlight.

Pegler—

(Continued From Page 1)
ciate the force by neighborhood
opinion on any woman who didn’t
much care to give up her ring or
the priest who would have pre-
ferred to keep his gold chain.

Curious Conflict

There is a curious conflict in
the propaganda which is heard on
every side in Italy regarding the
character of the Italian people.
They are, on the one hand a kind
and friendly lot, with pride in their
hearts but no trace of arrogance,
who greet a stranger with courtesy
and music and would much rather
be a friend than a foe to any man.
These characteristics are not mere
inventions, for a stranger in the
land encounters them on every
hand, except in the unfortunate mo-
mehts when he speaks American
and is mistaken for an English
pig.

The gracious and orderly beha-
vior of the people is in such sharp
contrast to the occasional recup-
rence of Italian names in the crim-
inal records of the United States
that the difference in character is
a puzzle until the Italians explein
that in the years gone by for 3
long time they had regarded the
United States as & sort of Botany
Bay and shipped us thousands of
their worst characters along with
the honest laborers who were to
lay railroads and build bridges.

Also Warlike

But, then, having explained how
warm-hearted they are, the Ital.
ians go on to insist that they are
also, in ‘*heir new character under
the Duce, a warlike people, with
great national ambitions, who will
fizght anyone who tries to interfere.
There is evidence of this, too, and
no doubt the martial spirit extends
in diminshing degree down into the
poor neighborhoods, but the fury
of ptriotism is hottest, as always,
among the class which produces
politicians, officers and petty exec-
utives of State.

In Rome, the capital, where the
bureaucrat naturally thrives, this
ferocity of the white collar element
is very impressive, and that prob-
ably is why so many foreigners
were convinced that Italy, though
broke, wouldn’t hesitate to fight
all comers in Europe while carry-
ing on another major campaign
8000 miles from home. If the Duce
was bluffing he certainly kept his
nerve up to the final instant, when
a flicker of doubt in his voice or
eye might have ruined him at home
and abroad.

Sanderford—

(Continued From Page 1)
ernment payrolls.
Would Pare Expenses
* “1 favor:

First. A lubstantml reduction
of government expenses and where
conditions will justify, I shall, if
necessary, use the veto power to
reduce appropriations 25 per cent.

Second. A three per cent retail
sales tax for the purpose of pay-
ing the Old Age Pension and to take
the place of the present real estate
taxes for general revenue, schools
and Confederate Pension.

Third. I am opposed to any state
income tax, as the federal govern-
ment has already preempted the
income tax field. It would be a
wise state policy to prohibit enact-
ment of such a tax by constitutional
amendment. This would invite
new capital to our state, result in
the development of industry and
the employment of more labor than
perhaps any other one thing that
could be done.

Graduated Land Tax

Fourth. I favor a graduated land
tax for county purposes beginning
with small valuations. This will
increase opportunities for home
ownership and tend to discourage
the holding of large tracts of land
for speculative purposes.

Fifth. ~ favor a reasonable store
tax provided it treats everybody
alike and does not exempt any
special class of business.

Sixth. To promote employment
I favor 2 constitutional amendment
exempting for taxation all textile,
leather, paper and woolen mills,
and other similar factories for a
period of 20 years that have 50 or
more employes.

Seventh. I favor the right of
sufferage being extended tc any
citizen on the payment of a small
registration fee in leiu of our pres-
ent poll tax.

Organized Laboy
Eighth. I subscribe wholly to

licans snapped their verdict that

the principles of local self-govern-
ment with the enforcement of all
laws administered honestly by local
authorities and with the backing
and cooperation of the state govern-
ment,

Ninth. I believe that labor has
the inherent right to organize and
bargain collectively through repre-
sentatives of its own choosing.

Tenth. Since the people of Tex-
as have voted repeal, I favor the
passage of such laws as will in-
sure strict regulation of the liquor
traffic and reduce the evils of this
trade to a minimum.—Sunday Am-
erican-Statesman.

0
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Challenges—

(Continued From Page 1)
sion. This passage was interpreted
as 8 warning to Congress that any
spending projects beyond Admin-
istration plans would require an
additional levy.

World Peace in Danger

Mr. Roosevelt reported.

1. World peace is jeopardized
abroad.

2. Land and air disarmament
has failed.

8. Outlook for eontinued naval
armaments reduction is dark.

4. The United States has made
substantial material progress out
of depression.

5. “Our resplendent economie
autocracy” seeks through political
puppets to control newly invoked
federal powers and with them
shackle the people’s liberties.

6. Employment and the national
income are definitely up.

7. Reduced relief appropriations
are anticipated.

8. “We approach a balance of
the national budget.”

9. The United States and the
other American republics should
cooperate for peace.

10. Congress has the right and
can find means to protect its laws
and its own prerogatives until the
Supreme Court ultimately passes
on dispuied New Deal policies.

Autocracy Denounced

Mr. Roosevelt denounced autoc-
racy abroad and the desire for its
power at home. He said under the
sway of foreign autocracies the in-
ternational situation has become
possessed of ‘many of the elements
that lead to the tragedy of war.”

If the era of mad scrambles for
colonial empire is to descend again
upon the world, the President add-
ed, the program of “the Americas”
is obvious:

1. Observe a well ordered neu-
trality.

2. Provide adequate
fense.

8. By example and encourage-
ment persuade other nations to re-
turn to peace and good will.

The President congratulated
North and South America upon the
absense of strife and aggression
and exclaimed:

“The rest of the world—ah!
There’s the rub.”

Washington’s smartest society of
diplomacy, officialdom and perma.
nent residents watched the Presi-
dent under the glare-lights; heard
his resonant voice open the 1936
contest for occupancy of the White
House for the ensuing four years.

The political storm broke as the
crowds dispersed. Division of opin-
ion was largely partisan. - Repub-

self-de-

Mr. Roosevelt played ‘“cheap poli-
tics” in seeking an evening radio
audience. Dgmocrats chortled their
cheers. Cabinet members said:
“Great,” “magnificent,” “excellent.”

O
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Mr. Farley—

(Continued  From Page 1)

For more than 20 months, Mr.
Lanier has directed a man-hunt
aimed at placing a former governor
behind the bars for ‘“conspiracy
to obstruct an act of congress
through solicitation of political
contributions from federal employ-
ees.” But at the Jackson Day ban-
quet, Mr. Lanier will be participat-
ing both as a solicitor and as a
donor in the greatest conspiracy
to solicit political contributions
from federal employees in the his.
tory of the country.

As a member of the state Demo-
cratic committee in charge of the
banquet, Mr. Lanier is openly vio-
lating a section of the criminal
code which prohibits any federal
officer from “directly or indirect-
ly” soliciting assessments or con-
tributions for political purposes.

making political contributions.
But there will be no grand jury
investigation, no indictments and
no repeated court trials. The prin-
cipals in this case are above the
law.—North Dakota Leader.

0.

1935 Proves—

(Continued from Page 1)
near Santa Fe, New Mexico, crash-
ed, died.

Senator Bronson Cutting’s death
brought into the spotlight the crash
of a transport plane in Missouri,
May 6, fatal to five.

As the weeks slipped by, each
adding to the total of highway ac-
cident, John Smith slowly became
aware of a widespread safety cam-
paign. Something, everyone agreed
had to be done—and chief emphas.
is was directed at John Smith,
driver.

Prison Board—

P

(Continued From Page 1)
in horror and make the Prison

Board abolish the bat.”

The board voted also to memor-
ialize the late Dave Nelson, who
died soun after he became prison
manager, by placing a marble slab
and planting an oak tree on the
San Antonio highway near Central
State Farm.

No Action on Segregation

On the desk of the Prison Board
chairman lies a plan for segration
in the prison system, which was
one of Mr. Nelgon’s projects for
improvement of conditions for
convicts.

The plan was to have been pre-
sented to the board by Mr. Nel
son’s successor Jack Ellingson, but
it was not called up.

It may be considered at the next
board meeting to be held in 60
days. Segregation is supposed to
be & major project of the prison
Board this year.

Segregation Plon Offered

Priso. Manager Ellingson’s plan
of segregation was the first tangi-
ble effort at a segregation program
the board has had. Members of the
board were given ¢opies of the plan
of distribution after the board
meeting, when it was found that
time did not permit consideration
of the plans.

Unce. the proposal the peniten-
tiary at Huntsville would be used
strictly as a receiving base for all
prisonerg. Those to receive indus-
trial rtianing would be located
there.

Distribution in Other Units

Distribution in other units would
be as follows: Central No. 1, sec-
ond term Negroes who are corri-
gible; No. 2 camp, incorrigible
white prisoners over 25 years of
age; No. 3, white trusties, new
unit, white prisoners who are cor-
rigible and those receiving indus-
trial training; Clemens Farm, Nos.
1 and 8, incorrigible Negroes; No.
2, second offenders among the cor-
rigible Negroes; Darrington Farm,
one camp of corrigible first term
Negroes; Eastham No. 1, incorrigi-
ble whites over 25 years of age;
Eastham No. 2, first term white
incorrigibles under 25 years of age;
Ferguson Farm all trusties both
white and Negro; Harlem No. 1,
second term white corrigibles; No.
2, first term white corrigibles un-
der 25 years of age; Ramgey No.
1, first term corrigible Negroes;
No. 2, first term incorrigible Ne-
groes; No. 2, first term incorrigi-
ble Negroes; No. 8, secoud term
corrigible Negroes; No. 4, incor-
rigible second term Negroes; Re-
trieve Farm, incorrigible white
prisoners.

Durirg the meeting it became
necessary for Board Chairman
Paddock to break a tie in the se-
lection of an assistant prison man-
ager.

Three memberg voted for Rusk
Roane f Fort Bend County and
three for Strat Rlchards of Crock-
ett.

Mr. Paddock voted for Richards.

O
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TOO LATE

She wanted to be in the beauty
chorus, so she wrote an application,
enclosed her photograph, and was
asked /to come for an interview.
Imagine her surprise when she was
told by the manager that she too
late.

- “Is the position filled, then ?” she
asked.

“No,” replicd the manager: “I
meant that you should have come
when you had your photograph
taken.”

NO CAUSE TO WORRY

Worrying over whether Joe
Louis ean take it would seem to be
in line with asking whether the 10-
ton truck was damaged much in
the crash.

0-
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Heaven never helps the man
who will not act.—Sophocles.

And in reserving a seat at the ban-}

CHICAGO, Jan. 8.-—Motor ve-
hicle deaths reached an all-time
high of 86,400 during 1935, the
National Safety Council reported
today. The total represented an in.
crease of 300 in the United States
over 1934,

The auto death rate for the na- .

tion is 28.5 per 100,000 persons,
the council estimated. Milwaukee
was the safest large city in the
country, with a death ratio of 11.5
persons per 100,000.

Eastern states reduced their
death rate 3 per cent, which was
offset by an equal increase in the

South, and in the Middle West the

death rate increased by half of one
Dper cent,

The safety council’s report drew
some consolation for the advancing
death rate from a comparison with
motor car registrations and the in-
crease in population.

“From 1933 to 1934 motor vehiels
deaths increased 15 per cent, where-
as population advanced only 1 per
cent, car registrations 4 per eent,
and gasolme consumption ’l per
cent,” the report said.

“The 1935 record is relatively
favorable, considering that there
was an increase of only 1 per eent
in fatalities, just equivalent to the
advance in population, while car
registration increased 4 per cent
and gasoline consumption 6 per
cent.”—Ex.

0.
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SWELL IDEA
More and more as time goes on
are we disposed to applaud the orig-
inator of the plan that put the At-
lanti¢ between America and Eu-
rope.

0-
0

JUST TWC KINDS
Taking the sex by and large, it
comes in two types—the woman-
ly woman and the one who looks
well in shorts.

0

- Post Office Nomenclature ._
Here is a list of towns with odd
names, which, with the state ine
cluded, make interesting combina-
tions: Ash, Kan.; Carpet, Tex.;
Mount, Wash.; Ogoo, Ga.; Odear,
Me.; Skeleton, Ky.; Shoo, Fla.;
Kay, O.; Houdy, Miss.; Fiven,
Tenn.
THE OLD, OLD STORY
Wife—I wish you’d give wup
smoking, déarest. g
Husband—But
smoked.
Wife-~Well, just promise me
that you won’t smoke till you're
great. I'll be quite satisfied.

FORUM

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

RULES AND RATES

Rate, ‘5 cents per word for
each insertion. CASH must
accompany order, No classi-
fied advertisement accepted
for less: than $1.00. Each sign
number or initial counts as a
word. We do not forward re-
plies—your own address must
appear.

Ferguson Forum
Austin, Texas t

all great men

LONESOME! Get free membership
in active Matrimonial Club. Send
full description of yourself. Paper
10c, Lists 25c, and stamp, W. H.
Besson, Box 769, Houston, Texas,

HEALING!

We have a greatly reduced rate
for July only.

We guarantee satisfaction in all
cases.

We will be pleased to give you the
most scientific service yet.known.,

Write for free booklet, which
shows our success after many emi-
nent specialists have failed,

Modern Health Home, Abilene,
Texas. Phone 3608.

I am not an M. D. Neither do I
practice medicine.
D.C.. M.C,, N.b,, D.M., and E.T.D,

Dr. M. T. Council

GET ACQUAINTED OFFER

Send 25¢ for an All About Texas
Jlub trial subscription to our Texas
rural home monthly Or send us
the regular subscription price, one

ear 50c or three yeurs $1.00, and
your 25-word classified ad will be
‘un twice on trial. Address: Flet-
her’s Farming, Hondo, Texas.
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THE DRISKILL

European Plan
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Relief Expenditures

The 5 years preceding the in-
puguration of Mr. Roosevelt bank
depositors in this Nation lost more
than 3 billion dollars on bank fail-
ures. This is 50 per cent more than
Mr. Hopkins has spent furnishing
relief to the people. The relief
rolls in many counties in this dis-
trict are practically exhausted and
many non.-relief workers are being
assigned to jobs on WPA projects.

Meeting of Congress

For more than 150 years and
antil 1 year ago Congress met the
first Monday in December of each
year. The so-called Lame Duck
Amendment to the Constitution
having been adopted, Congress now
meets January 3, each year. Under
the old arrangement, 1 session of
Congress automatically terminated
on March 4 of an odd year, but

now each session of Congress may ;

eontinue a whole year.

The bills before the coming ses-
sion will occupy exactly the same
position on the calendar and be-
fore the committees that they oc-
eupied at the end of the last ses-
sion.

Potato Growers

Any potato grower whose aver-
age anual sales of potatoes during
the years 1932-1935 were 50 bush-
els or less will receive a tax free
allotment of potatoes equal to such
annual sales. The grower must
file an application under which he
will establish his past sales.

Forgotten Bank Accounts

The banks of the Nation hold
$300,000,000, which is unclaimed
by depositors. It is in the form
of dormant -accounts and belongs
to more than 5,000,000 depositors,
gome of whom evidently .are dead,
others have forgotten sbout their

_ seceounts.
Farm Debts Lowered

Farm Debt Adjustment Commit-
tees are doing a great " work in
eases of bringing farm debtors and
their creditors together. This ser-
vice is for the creditors as well as
the debtors, and no expenses will
be charged either. The object is to
gcale down debts of farmers in ex-
eess of the value of his property.
Anyone interested should write for
the mode of procedure, which is
isuved in booklet form by the Farm
Debt Adjustment Unit, care of Re-
settlement Administration, Dallas,
Texas, and may be obtained upon
vequest.

Bankers

Let us see what the Government
bhas dons for the banks of the Na-
tion. They were all closed March
¢, 1933. They owed the people
$40,000,000,000 (billioris) and had
$700,000,000 in their vaults to pay
them with, or $1.75 to every $100
owed. The Government opened the
banks by pledging the credit of the
Nation and allowing them to get
money printed on their own notes.
The deposits have been guaranteed,
. the Government paying $300,000,-
000 of the initial premium, and the
banks $39,000,000 of the premium.
The Government purchased %5 the
stock in practically all the banks,
which stock is exempt from taxa-
tion, thereby enabling these banks
to get 2 50 per cent tax reduction
during the depression. A law has
been pe=sed relieving the banks of
« the obligation to pay interest on
demand deposits, thereby saving
them more than $250,000,000 an-
nually. They also save a large
sum annually by a reduction of
Interest on savings or time deposit
accounts. In addition they hold
sufficient Government bonds to col-
lect 8-4 of a billion dollars a year
In interest. It seems they have
fared well during the depression
snd under this Administration. Yet
many prominent bankers say that
they should strike ard not buy
Government bonds. Personally I
wish they woulc strike. Then the
Government could issue its own
eredit and not pay the banks this
big bonus annually.

Service Charges

Service charges have been put on
by many banks. Considering the.
fact that the Government grants
a valuable franchise to a banking
~institution and protects it against
eompetition and permits the bank
to use the Government’s credit
free and to lend $10 to every $1
that the bank has in its possession,
and, if necessary, print the extra
$9 for the bank, it seems that some
service should be rendered to the
people free of charge. Such obli.
gation was recognized by the banks
of the Country for over a hunderd
years, bat now many of them insist
on receiving charges in addition to
large bounties and valuable fran-
ci.’ses from the Government. If
the banks of the Nation will get
back into the banking . business,
they can make plenty money with-
out these charges. °

Individual Bankers

RBarks are very necessary insti.

tutions. A city or community pros-
pers or is retarded according to
its banking facilities. Individual
bankers are usually our leading
local citizens. These facts, how-
ever, do not justify a bad policy or
a wrong practice. It is not indi-
vidua!l bankers, it is the system
that needs correction.

BONUS BATTLE
STARTS AGAIN

By THOMAS L. STOKES
In Houston Press

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8—Anoth.
er big soldier bonus battle, which
many harassed politicians hope will
be the last, begins today at the
Capitol when the convening Con-
gress finds in its hoppers a bill
from which the greenback fangs
have been extracted.

The measure, backed by the three
organizations of veterans, would
authorize an appropriation from
the treasury to meet the $2,241,-
000,000 obligation. It suggests no
method for raising the money; this
detail is left to the treasury.

The plan is to rush the bill
through within a few days by jam-
ming it through the house ways
and means committee and obtaining
house passage before Jan. 18, when
the Patman greenback bill comes
up automatically for a vote. Quick
action is hoped for also by the sen-
ate.

Up to Congress Again

Thus the veterans tossed the
problem again to Congress—and to
President Roosevelt. g

Those who profess to know Mr.
Roosevelt’s mind say he probably
will meet the issue tonight, in his
appearance before a joint session,
by insisting that if Congress vote
any such increase in the 30 billion
dollar debt it impose taxes to meet
interest and sinking fund charges.

He is not expected to threaten a
veto. No one seems to know wheth.
er he would veto a bill if taxes were
provided, but, if they were not, it
would offer him a reason that
would seem valid to many who pay
taxes.

The bill due to be introduced to-
day will be known, legislatively, as
the Vinson-McCormack bill in the
House and, in the Senate, as the
Clark bill, in honor of its sponsors,
' Representative Vinson (Ky.), and
John W. McCormack (Mass.), and
Senator Benentt Champ Clark
(Mo.), all Democrats.

Young Mr. McCormack was said
to have been tagged because he is
:from New England, where people
{are supposed to be thrifty, with the
idea this might help take the curse
off the proposed huge appropria-
tion. :

The measure might also be ealled
the American Legion-Veterans of
Foreign Wars.Disabled American
Veterans bill, in honor of the three
organizations which finally have
united for.es on a bill and whose
tleaders, gathered here to draft the
measure and outline strategy, wrote
a joint letter today to every mem-
ber of Congress on its behalf,

Patman’s Plan Shoved Aside

The cherubic-faced Representa-
tive Wright Patman (D.), Texas,
whose name has long been synon-
ymous vith bonus, has been shoved
aside, at least temporarily, by the
selection of a non-inflationary bill
as & substitute for his paper money
measure which the President vetoed
last session.

The Texan withdrew gracefully
by publicly announcing that he
would yield to the will of the House
if it did not like his method of
payment. He summoned his cohorts
about him today—inviting to a cau.
cus the 218 House members who
signed the petition to force a vote
automatically on Jan. 13 on his
measure—to see if they were will-
ing to back down with him.

He served notice that his group
reserved the right to oppose either
new taxes or issuance of bonds.
The reservation may complicate the
fight later.

back Patman Plan

Howaver, a band of 50 supporters
of the Patman inflation bonus bill
determined after bitter argument
today to press for earliest possible
floor consideration of the measure.
" The group, signers of a petition
to force consideration of the $2,-
2€ ,000,000 measure to pay the vet-
erans through issuance of new cur-
rency, agreed also to recess until
Monday in an' attempt to reach
agreement with advocates of the
Vinsou bill, approved by three vet.
erans organizations.

The Patman group resolution was
offered by Representative W. D.
McFarlare (D., Texas) and urged
the bill’s steering committes to
puch for its.floor consideration on
or before Jan. 13, when the peti-
tion automatically forces it to be
brought up.

Urge Speedy Action

The Patman action came as lead-
ers of the American Legion, Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars and Disabled
War Veterans met with Chairman
Doughton (D., N. C.) of the House
ways and means commities, to urge

ROOSEVELT’S MESSAGE
SPLITS PARTY LINES

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8.—Bitter
differences over political and econ-
omic policies and the relationships
of big and little men to govern.
ment and to each other emerged
today as a nation expressed its
opinion of President Roosevelt’s
report on the state of the union.

Republican and Democratic
cleavage was evident. But party
allegiance did not always deter-
mine individual reactions to the
Roosevelt address.

“Splendid,” Says Byrns

“Splendid,” said Speaker Byrns.
“It was a challenge to the enemies
of popular government.”

“It was a pure political speech,”
contended House Republican Lead-
er Eneil. “I am sorry I wasted my
time today in opposing his appear-
ance.”

Senator Hiram W. Johnson, vet-
eran Progressive Republican of
California, said: “Bully”

“A fighting, speech,” said Chair.
man O’Connor of the House rules
committee. “Just like Sparticus
gave to the gladiators. Let ‘em
come on.”

“It was an appeal to class pre-
judice,” said Representative Carl
E. Mapes (R., Mich), “A pure
stump speech.”

“Damned Good Speech.”

“A damned good speech,” pro-
claimed Representative Maury
Maverick (D., Texas), “It had lots
of fight and threw the hooks into
the American - Liberty League.
That’s all he has to do to win.”

A Republican cheer came from
Senator Gerald P. Nye (R., N. D.),
“It was a great speech and cer-
tainly a challenge to the Repub-
lican party if ever a challenge was
laid down to it.”

Representative - Martin J. Ken.
nedy, & Tammany Democrat of
New York, was more sharply criti-
cal than were opposition party
spokesmen.

: Floys Address

He said: ;

“I think it was a wishy washy
speech without anything construe-
tive in it. It sounded to me like a
speech written by the brain trust
to mislead Congress. The whole
speech was for public consumption
and appealed to the lowest instincts
rather than the lofty ideals. I ex-
pected a masterpiece, but I listen-
ed to a claptrap.”

Chairman Fletcher of the Repub.
lican National Committee said:

rangue. The Republican party will
submit the New Deal and all its
works to the whole people in the
coming campaign, and we have no
fear of the verdlct. —Ex.

O
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THEY TURNED BACK

They were speeding in a taxi to-
ward the theatre.

“I wish you hadn’t made me
dress up. I—er—" he began.

“Nonsense, dear,” she replied.
“You laok nice in your dress cloth-
es.”

“I wish i hadn’t, all the same.”

“I never saw such a man.”

“All the same, I think we ought
to turn back.”

“We're 10 minutes late already
What’s the idea?”

“Well, I've just remembered that
I left the tickets in my brown suit.”

prompt consideration of the Vinson
bill,

Doughton said that he did not
favor holding hearings on the Vin-
son bill since the committee had
plenty of bonus data available.

Under terms of the resolution
adopted at the Patman group meet.
ing, Chairman Patman was author-
ized to name a committee to at-
tempt to “get together” on a pro-
gram with the Vinson-Legion group
by Monday, when they will meet
again,

Senator James F. Byrnes (D., 8.
C.) .expected to be the leader of
the bonus forces in the Senate,
complicated the situation when he
said he hoped to have the Senate
act on his own plans for an im.
mediate 97 per cent :ash payment.

Like Original Vinson Bill

The bill introduced today is like
the original Vinson bill—rejected
last session by the House—in the
direct apropridtion provided, and
the immediate payment authorized
but it c.rries some new features.

Those include the refund of in-
terest paid by veterans on loans on
their certificates; cancellation of
accrued and unpaid interest, which
amounts to $275,000,000, and a pro-
viso that veterans who prefer to
hold their certificates may draw in-
terest on the maturity value from
the date of full payment.

Of the 8,785,886 certificates is-
sued, 3,025,663 have been pledged
for loans,

Leaders of veterans’ organiza.
tions say that only a one billion
dollar appropriation will be needed.
They explain that holders of some
$£00,000,000 of certificates will not
cash them, while another $500,000,-
000 is available in the insurance

fund ef the veterans buresu.

“The speech ‘was a political ha-|

HOOSAC TEST
CASE FAILS
IN U.S. COURT

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6.—In a
sweeping decision today the Su-
preme Court held the agricultural
adjustment act (AAA) unconstitu-
tional.

The decision was rendered on the
government appeal in the Hoosac
Mills case.

This knocked out another chief
pillar of the Roosevelt administra-
tion by holding the AAA (agricul-

WASHINGTON, Jan..6—Presi-
dent Roosevelt took the Supreme
Court’s adverse decision on his
AAA program “with a smile,” ac-
cording to Secretary of War
George W. Dern, who was in con-
ference with the president when
the news reached the White House.
- “What did the president say?_’-’l
Dern was asked, as he was leay.
ing.

“I am not at liberty to tell you.”
the secretary replied.

“pid he just swear under his
breath?” he was asked.
“No, he smiled,” Dern answered.

tural adjustment act) to be unconsti-
tutional.

Thus the AAA follows the NRA
into the discard, and necessitates a
vast revamping of the administra-
tion’s whole program.. The court
killed the NRA last May in a sweep-
ing decision that was matched only
by today‘s.

The NRA and the AAA were the
twin pillars of the Roosevelt pro-
gram. The NRA was to have reju-
venated industry through. federal
regulation of hours and wages and
production. The AAA was agricul-
ture’s companion piece—designed to
rejuvenate agriculture through a
system of crop regulation and con-
trol, and payment of bounties based
on production.

The court’s decision in the NRA
case last May was unanimous, but
today the court divided 6 to 3. Jus-
tices Brandeis, Stone and Cardozo
dissented from the opinion which
was read by Justice Owen J. Rob.
erts. ‘

The majority opinion was support-

ed by Chief Justice Hughes, and As-
sociate Justices McReynolds, Van-
deventer, Butler ' and Sutherland,
in addition to Justice Roberts.
. 'The decision of the court was so
sweeping in character that many
lawyers who listened to its rendi-
tion believed that when its full im-
‘port is realized, it also will consign
‘to oblivion many other acts of the
74th congress since the Roosevelt
administration took oifice.

Like NRA Scnsation

Word of the decision was flashad
around the capital and created a
sensation cornparable only to that of

decision in the famous gold devalua-
tion case.

At the White House there was no
comment, and Secretary of Agricul.
ture Henry A, Wallace, who has
been the dirzcting head of the AAA,
declined to see newspapermen or to
ccmment,

Word of the decision reached the
senate chamber during the reading
of the president’s budget message.
As the news travelled from lip to
lip on the floor, the Republicans
laughed: so loudly that Democratic
leader Robinson was moved to arise
and request the vice president call
for order so that the budget message
could be concluded.

Others Doomed

The sweeping opinion also doom-
ed the amended AAA, which was de-
signed to cure the defects of the ear-
lier act. It invalidates $1,000,000,000
in processing taxes.

.The majority opinion held that
the action of congress, in ratifying
the original AAA processing taxes,
wen$ beyond its authority.

Justice Harlan F. Stone delivered
the minority opinion, in which Jus-
tices Brande«is' and Cardozo joined.

The majority opinion held that the
AAA, with its processing tax on
cotton in the Hoosac Mills case, was
a scheme to control production -of
cotton. Congress, the court held, has
no .such. power under the constitu-
tion.

Acts of the Roosevelt adminis.
tration believed to fall within the
decision by unference, include:

1. Bankhe.d cotton act -

2. Amended AAA.

3. Kerr . tobacco act.

" 4, Warren potato control act.

5. Guifey coal act.

The decision may also affect other
Roosevelt ‘acministration aects.

some lawyers considered it doubt-
ful if congress can re-enact a sat-
isfactory substitute 'for ‘the AAA.

Justice Stone, in the dissenting
opinion, asserted that congress—un-
der the “general welfare” clase—
had power to levy the taxes and
make grants to farmers.

The majority opinion, he said,
may lead t« “absurd consequences.”

The principle of the majority opin.
fon, he said, may mean that the
gavernment -an pay the unemploy- |
ed but cannot require them to work.

It may mean, he said, that con-
gress can appropriate money to aid
rural schools but cannot impose con-
ditions.

He maintained that the majority
opinion meant that eongress ecould
pay bountics to farmers but cannot
require them to reduce production.

0

A DOUBLE BURDEN
Doctor (breaking news of twins
to father)—Well, Mr. Cross, if I
may say £o, we all have our little
crosses, and you have two.

O
O

A woman’s best qualities do not
reside in her intellect, but in her

A New Campalgn
- Is In The Offing |
j ~ 'And The Forum Will |
~ Be In The Front

The decision was so broad that|

HECKLING
THE WORLD

By V. BERNARD
In Houston Labor Journal

The old year has been a strenu-
ous one for the world, but there
are many indications that the new
will top it in excitement and
trouble. Things look far from re-
assuring. either at home or abroad,
and there is little the average man
can do about it, The mistakes of
the world have advanced so far
that it seems nothing can avert a
catastrophe, or several. For that,
of ecourse, the average man is to
blame, as much as our statesmen
and leaders, for the leaders express
the will of the people. In other
words, the people themselves must
lead. If we could realize that,
things would be better.

Leadership of public opinion was
vividly demonstrated when the
French and British statesment pul-
led off their masks and frankly pro-
posed the partition of Ethiopia in
the intcrest of themselves and
Italy. Public opinion forced them
to backstep.

Only very trusting people be-
lieved that these statesmen were
moved by & desire to protect and
help Ethiopia, and it is well these
are disillusioned.  Between coun.
tries, as well as between individuals
it is scill grab and self-interest,
but wa. is not as popular as ‘it
used to be.

The dangers of dictatorship are
foprcibly illustratéd by the be-
he rior of Mussolini. He may have
started with a genuine desire to
help his people, but he wound up
with a crazy notion of conquering
the world. If a European war
comes, he, and he alone, is-respon-
sible.

No, not he alone. The spineless
Italian people who have taken the
yoke of slavery on themselves, slav-
ery to one single man. Now they
will have to obey orders to the bit-
ter end unless they want to end
up in front of a firing squad. The
dictator brooks not a single dissent.
ing voice.

The saddest thing about it is that
a whole nation, to a man, have not
only given their bodies to the will
of the dictator, but their souls as
well, They feel and think and act
just as he wills.

"And yet they think they are men.

madman has led the whole nation
astray.

In Russia the people have only
changed masters. They are as
much under the heels of a tyrant
as they were under the Romanoffs.
There is one bright spot, however,
in the Russian picture, namely, the
fact that many people realize this.
Russia will change to a freer order,
if not peaceably and gradually, then
by another bloody revolution.

In the United States we are at
the cross-roads; it may take sever-
al years to make the choice, but
choose we must. Among ourselves
ag individuals we have exactly the
same causes existing which move
the nations to war—self-interest.
It is a sparring between those who
have, or wish to get, material ad-
vantages, The so-called New Deal
is only the initial phase of this
struggle. It has not accomplished
much, save to give hope to the
poor and fear to the predatory rich.
Actual results in either of these
are lacking. The poor are still
poor, the idle are still idle, and the
profit mongers are having a boom
under the old rules.

The choice iz not only between
war or peace among ourselves; we
must choose also between freedom
and slavery. I think it is a truism
that no nation can exist half free
and half in slavery. If a man is
not economically independent, then
he is not free, but a slave. Right
now we have millions of such slaves
and a way must be found to liber-
ate them, or slavery of some kind
or another will spread to the whole
nation.

In Fascist Italy and Germany,
as also i1 Russia, the illusion of
liberty may hold for a while, but
the fact of it is that these people
have already lost their liberty.

The Liberty League, in this coun-
try, professes to fight for the old
dame, and the Republicans are loud
in praise of liberty. But all of these
mean only liberty for the despoiler,
not for all the people.

That is a Mussolinian dream;
the only difference is that we will
have many Mussolinis, and the rest
of us slaves. Thus the Republican
object need not deceive anybody
in the 'coming presidential cam-
paign. If they have much success,
we will be near to Fascism and
its regimentation, for the slaves
must eat and be clothed somehow.

Our case i3 hopeless, I think, un-
less somehow we can manage to

RIDING AT ANCHOR
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By MR. MODESTUS

In the Garment Worker
We call it Christmas—
It comes at the turn of the Year
Just after the shortest day, north
of the Equator.
When Winter is clamping down
its coldest grip—
We know that the sunbeams are
fighting for our lives—
It was the Birthday of A Child,
bringing promise of Love and
Good Will and Peace!
In the old days of the eonquer.
ing Roman Sword—
When every city had more slaves
than frc: men—
When human life was cheap, and
gladiators fought for an afternoon
matinee—
That was a glorious promise and
a hope which cheered the world—

Three Wise Men came to see the
Child, so the olden story goes—
Bowing before him as a king,
bringing their tributes of gifts,|
rare and precious—

Following this example the world
has turned to giving of Christmas
gifts—

At first to those who
most the offerings given in His
name—

Increasingly given now to near-
er friends and relatives— ]
Incidentally and quite publicly
to the “neediest”—

All to the greater glory and
prosperity of the Merchant!

Two great Ideals came with this
Child—

Among Men—

Contradicting all practices and
doctrines of the time in which He
came—

But cherished ever as the pattern
of a distant goal—

After many centuries, and the
wiping out of ancient social forms

Human society, without specialf

Judging by the ease with which
Communistic Russia and the Fas-
cist countries make an existence in
slavery attractive, it would not be
hard to teach the people something
really worth.while, if we only had
a mind to do so. They can be
taught anything, for they are but
children. But there is no sign
of such a movement.

adopt a new philosophy of life m

In Germany we see the same

which service, not wealth, will be
the emblem of merit.

The new year will bring trouble
'sure. What the outsome ‘will be

needed |

Brotherhood of Man, and Peacef

hope—

Learned that human slavery was
an expensive form of labor—
Which now exists only in the
most backward of earth’s corners—
But panished long since in lands
where mudern tools of production—
Call for powers not to be found
in the hand of a man—

Command precision and speed
impossihle to any supply of slaves.

But Slavery came mainly out ot
War—
Whatever men thought of other
gods, of earth, and sea, and sky—
Mars was the God of the World—
Loot was the reward and guen
don of his servants— :
Loot of gold, and of slaves, and
of lands—
So long as the new lands ‘in-
vited the conquerors—
So long as more tribute waited
to be gathered—
So long as more treasures awaib-
ed the pillaging armies—
So long as more taxes could
be levied upon the victims—

War was & God to be worship-
ped!

e —

But the world turned out to be
round &< an apple—

At last the marching and sail.
ing hosts met each other across
horizons—.

.New lands, unconquered peoples
unlevied wealth, were no more—

iest armizs of history—

Now menaced only each other’s
cohquered provinces—
tential destruction so certain—
That earth’s greatest fighting
With equipment so vast and po-
nations agreed in council—

War’s risk to be greater than
any possible reward.

And the Promise of Peace dawn-
‘ed as che Logic of War.

- But the Planners of Peace would
not give up the Loot—

Demanded tribute impossible of
| payment—

‘Roused again among men the
Law of the Jungle—

That He Takes Who Can—and
He Pays Who Must— 4

Resurrecting again old Gods of
Battle—-

* Whose relentless purpose and
'savage might can be subdued only—

By a Brotherhood of Man mag-
nified now to its logical conse-
quence—

we can not even guess.

In a Neighborhood of Nations.

phenomenon. One glib-tongued

, A

Fall in line by renAéWi‘n‘g your subscription and thus help us to make
the fight for it will be your fight. |

READ FORUM FACTS |
They Will Be Interesting | |
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