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“Nations Were Angry
With Hearts Failing
Fearful Forebodings™

—_ (The Garment Worker) -

Next!

Mussolini, having finished the
orgyeration of Abyssinia—

Will now proceed to augerize the
League of Nations—

Including the British Empire and
other sources of oil—

France is afraid of what Hitler
might do if not watched—

England is nervous over a grow-
{ng temperament in India—

Russia knows that there is to be
an explosion from the Eastern
border—

It all makes for troubled waters
and good fishing for dictator—.

But sleepless nights for decent
people who have no thirst for blood

It is altogether a splendid show:
ing of individualism glorified—

Together with the dangers lurk-
ing in half-hearted community ef-
fort.

If the neighbors living at those
Furopean crossroads could get to-
gether—

Could turn all their guns over to
gome international G-men—

Could agree that safety for all
is the only method of safety for
each—

It would be easy to forget all
about their barbed-wire and con-
crete—

Cut their military bills to a joy-
ful minimum-——

Turn their navies into excur-
sion boats— .

Begin to discover the beauties of
education freed from lying his
tories—

Take the premiums off knavery
in armament, manufacture—

Give ideals of personal honesty
and intelligence a fighting chance—

Make it pessible to read the Pro-
phet Isaiah without making faces.

‘But nothing like that is going
to come up with the next year’s
sunrises—

instead, there are storm-clouds
eharged with fear and hate bulg
ing un—

Every nation, bankrupt or not, is
putting wings on its canons—

While cutting all plumes from
their doves of peace—

He who is now viceroy of Ethio-
pia, Bad-oglio of Italy—

Hag taught to world the mean-
ing and potercy of war in motion—

No longer will commanders wait
for the infantry to march—

On howling wings from out of
the sky war will come now—

Dropping pieces of hell and tor.
ment all over the earth—

There will no longer be any
fighting front

Unless it is the place where the
most defenseless are hiding—

Ask those half-naked Abyssini-
ans, to get the up-to-date low.down
on war—

They could face machine guns,
cannon and even flying bombs—

(Continued on page 8)

LETTERS T0
THE EDITOR

By J. GREGG HILL
In The Austin iDspatch

“Tell it not in Gath, publish it
not i the streets of Askelon; lest

" | the daughters of the Philistines re-

joice, lest the daughters of the
uncircumsized triumph.”

Governor Allred says he is op-
posed to a sales tax yet he advo-
cated, secuced the passage of,
signed and appointed 687 investi-
gators, investigators of investiga-
tors, case'workers, press agents
etc., to enforce the so called liquor
law with which to pay old age pen-
sions. This is a sales tax law pure
and simple. The governor then is
either not opposed to a sales tax
or is opposed to such tax unless it
is on liquor. All of the revenue
dedicated to the payment of old
age pensions in Texas is derived
from the liquor traffic. To us
prohibitionist this is tainted money
derived from the wickedest, vilest
and worse business ever licensed
by men—the liquor business. Its
sale has wrecked more hoines, ruin-
ed more men, debauched more wom-
en, emptied more cupboards, put
more homes on the execution
block, made more orphans, wrought
more waat, woe, misery and shame
than any other legalized business
in the history of the world. Every
prohibitionist in Texas ought to
hang his head in shame when he
realizes that the governor of this
state as dedicated this revenue to
the old age pension fund. His do-
ing so can neither clean nor con-
secrate such fund, yet it will un.
questionably increase that fund
and stimulate and make perma-
nent the traffic in liquor.

A governor drunk with ambition
and a rising generation drunk on
liquor to raise funds to pension the
aged, will eventually zive this state
a permanent case of delirium tre-
mons.

0.

Opened With Prayer

0ld Mrs. McDuff was seriously
ill, but not so bad as to preclude
hopes of recovery.

“But,” her doctor warned her,
“I must operate without delay.”

To his relief she consented, but
only on the understanding that
the minister must be prefent.

“But—whatever for?” asked the
astonished doctor. “What good
could the minister do? I never
heard of such a proposal!”

“Maybe no,” retorted Mrs. Mec:
Duff “I ken that doctors is maist-
ly heathens. But I ken whit’s de-
cent are fittin.’ An’ I’ll tell ye,
if I'm to b. opened at al’, I'll be
opened wi’ prayer.”—Labor.

Senator Sanderford

Announces Speakings

Hearne, Thursday, June 4, 2:30 p. m.
Georgetown, Thurs., June 4, 8:00 p. m.
San Marcos, Monday, June 8, 8:00 p. m.
Beeville, Tuesday, June 9, 2:30 P,
Corpus Christi, Tues,, June 9, 8:00 p. m.
Kingsville, Wed,, June 10, 2:30 p. m.
Edinburg, Wed., June 10, 8:00 p. m.
Harlingen, Thurs., June 11, 2:30 p. m.
McAllen, Thurs., June 11, 8:00 p. m.
Floresville, Friday, June 12, 2:30 p. m.
Yoakum, Friday, June 12, 8:00 p. m.
Cameron, Saturday, June 13, 2:30 p. m.

Ser}ator Sanderford will discuss at these meetings Old Age-
Peusions, Sales Tax, Taxation, State Income Tax and Law
Enforcement. He especially invites the voting public to come
out and hear what he has to say.

- TEXAS POLITICS

By JIM, The Editor

The supposed harmony democratic convention that met in San Antonio last week is not exactly true.
In fact behind the scene there is considerable political mess that hasn’t been cleaned up and will probably lead
to more silent political controversy. A seeming reliable stoty is going the round that General McCraw,
Attorney General, was promised by the Allred forces their support for him as delegate at large for the Na-
tional convention at Philadelphia. The story goes that the General relying on promises made him by the
democratic authorities had made all his arrangements to go to the convention. At the last minute it is stated
that General McCraw was told that there was no place for him as a delegate and to throw the fat in the fire,
Ex-senator Walter Woodward, McCraws opponent in last yeat’s election, was sent by the Allred forces as a
delegate and General McCraw was denied credentials. It isstated that General McCraw had Governor Allred's
word and promise that he should be allowed to go on the Texas delegation. i

Then in an attempt to clearing up the mistake, Goveror Allred gives out an interview in Dallas to the
reporter of the Dallas Times Herald that General McCraw would be the next Goveror of Texas to succeed
him, Allred, and that his election as Governor was assured, or words to that effect. Then Col. Ernest
Thompson, Railroad Commissioner, goes up in the air because it was thought that he was to be the Crown
Prince to succeed Allred and now Allred is trying to explain his predicament to both sides and it is said that
he sought General McCraw’s aid to suppress the interview publication in the papers, but alas, the papers had
spoken. Up to date, Governor Allred has not retracted his statement that McCraw is to be the next Gov-
ernor. There are other ambitious statesmen who have their eye on the Governor's office who are mow
watching Allred and his maneuvers in the present campaign.

Tom Hunter opened his campaign Tuesday night in Austin and had about 1000 people out to hear
him. He had previously given out advance copies of his speech to the newspapers and with one exception,
he followed his advance copy in his opening speech. For some reason or other, however, he did not discuss
what it was stated on the streets of Austin he would discuss in connection with Governor Allred’s collec-
tions of money from an East Texas Oil Company. Serious charges were made and the politicians are await-
ing to see whether Hunter will discuss this matter in future speeches. It must seem funny, if not ridicul-
ous to hear Allred and Fischer and Hunter shed so many crocodile tears over the old folks pension issue just
when they begin to open their campaign for Governor. While Roy Sandetford was battling almost single-
handed and alone in the legislature trying to put over an old age pension law that would have neatly a year
ago given the pension to the old people in full, not a word was heard from Fischer, Allred or Hunter and no-
body heard them chirp a word in favor of the old people when Sanderford was battling for their rights in
the legislature. And now since the campaign is on and these three would-be statemen are clamoring for
the payment of the old age pension, not a one of them have been able to offer any definite plan of payment
of the pension. To begin with Allred absolutely refuses to state now how he is going to raise the money
to pay the pension. While he does say that the return from the whisky dollar tax will be turned over to
a limited few of the old people on July Ist, amounting to approximately $2,000,000.00, he refuses and
fails to say how he expects to pay the balance of $40,000,000.00 that will be due each year to the pen-
sioners. While I think that he ought to stay in his office and try to work out something for these old peo-
ple, yet I don't think it makes much difference whether he is in or out of Austin. I don’t think he has
brains enough to grapple with the question no matter where he is. If he would just not be so obstinate
and call the legislature, they will promptly pass the sales tax and relieve him of his dilemma and enough
money will be raised at once to make the old folks happy.

Tom Hunter viciously assails Allred’s sincerity and takes him to task for the doing and not doing of a
good many immaterial things, yet between Allred’s insincerity and Tom Huntet’s ignorance the people would
be in a hell of a fix if they had to depend on either one of them as Governor. Allred stands in the way
of payment of the pension by way of obstruction of the passage of the sales tax. Tom Hunter agrees with
him on that proposition, but says that he would pay the pension with a 1 per cent gross income tax. Of
all the political monstrosities, this is the most ridiculous and unfair proposition that I have ever heard
advanced by any man who aspired for high office.

In the first place, he says that the collection of all taxes must be in proportion to a mans ability to
pay. Jessie James nor Al Capone wouldn’t take that position. If Tom is right, then the hard working
thrifty people of this country who make a few dollars now and then should pay all the taxes to support
the lazy and indolent and the unworthy people of our country. Common honesty should impel every
American citizen to want to pay some part of the expense of keeping up the government. Then Tom
turns right around and says that he wants to exempt from payment of his gross income tax all incomes
of under $§6,000.00. If he wants to extort tax money purely on the ground of ability to pay, what would
he do with the taxpayer who has an income of $5,900.00 or any sum less than $6,000.00. He would be
perfectly able to pay and should pay and yet Tom wants to let him go free.

- In the next place, there is not enough people in this country that have an income of $6,000.00 or over
to pay the forty odd million dollars that will be necessary for pension. If any voter will just look around
in his county, he will find that people with $6,000.00 or more income are as scarce as hen’s teeth and any
hope held out to the old folks that their pension will be paid from this source is certainly an insult to their
intelligence and this alone ought to and will eliminate Hunter as a possibility for Governor. Already the
people are giving him the horse laugh and the plain people that he talks so much about are beginning to see
that if he had a chance in office, his ignorance would give them the hot end of the poker.

Big Fischer has slowed down. He is scrambling around trying to get rid of the politicians that want

to help him spend his million dollats that he bragged about having. Fischer's proposition about abolish-
ing 2 cents of the 4 cent gasoline tax has got him into trouble. When crowded for an answer, he denied
that he wanted to abolish 1 cent of the tax for schools. He likewise denied that he wants to abolish 1 cent
for road bond payment by the counties. Then he was reminded that the only way he could abolish 2 cents
of the tax would be to repeal the 2 cents now for the highway department. Since he discovered that he
had lanced an intestine and had pulled a political bonehead by bringing down upon himself all the highway
people and county officials who do business with the highway department, he turns turtle and gives out
an interview that he is not going to hurt the highway department.
; Again his proposition to tax oil 15 cents a barrel has so aroused the laboring masses who make a liv-
ing out of the oil industry that it is now certain that Fischer won't carry a single East Texas county. No-
body now thinks for a minute that oil or gas could stand enough taxes to pay the old age pension and it
has begun to dawn on the people that Sanderford's sales tax is the only hope of the pensioners and it is
quite evident that they would never get their money if the plans followed by Hunter and Fischer, and
Allred with no plans.

I am pleased to tell our friends everywhere that Senator Sanderford’s campaign is growing rapidly.
The people are beginning to realize that he is the only statesman in the race. He has by far the best platform
of anybody in the race. He is the only one that offers specific relief in the way of reduction of taxes and
economy in government and the payment of the pension. He is the only candidate in the race that offers
some inducement for home ownership in this country and doing something for the tenant farmers of the
state. Just this last week the President assured the people that he will give serious attention to the matter
of purchasing homes for tenant farmers now in distress. With Sanderford’s election, the homeless people
in this country will have a champion that has got the cuorage and ability to battle for their rights. Sen-
ator Sanderford is speaking from two to three times a day and the people are hearing him gladly and the
only thing that is uncertain about his race is the question of who will be his opponent in the run-off. Un-
doubtedly Allred is not as strong as he was when he was elected. Tom I “-r has lost thousands of his
supporters who believe that a twice beaten horse can never win and his foo' s income tax will drive the
vest of his friends away from him and as Fischer never had any following, it .5 a hard matter to tell which
one of the three will be number two in the race with Sandetford. A few of our prominent friends have
been holding back waiting to see whether Sanderford could make a showing or not and who want to get
on the winner are now coming back to our crowd and I honestly believe that Senator Sanderford will get
approximately the same vote in the first primary as my wife received with Sterling, in the first primary.
402,000 votes. In addition to this Senator Sanderford has made thousands of new friends and he is moy.
ing along and will soon have them all on the run. — — - = o

(

The Need of Money,
Like Bancho’s Ghost,

Persistently Remains

EGONOMY IN
GOVERNMENT

In these days of government ex:
travagance, with bureaus and more
bureaus being added at additional
costs to taxpayers, the announced
position of Senator Sanderford.on
this particular phase of our govern-
ment problems shoul be read with
much interest. The following was
taken from Sanderford’s speech at
Alvarado, April 25, and is very
clear on the subject,

Government Economy

“The first plank in my platform
is a pledge for government econo-
my. My experience as a member
of the Senate Finance Committee
has convinced me that normal gov-
ernment expense can be substan.
tially reduced without lessening
the efficiency of the various de
partments. This Senate Committee
together .with a like committee
of the House, passes upon every
item of expense and every dollar
of appropriations. In 1933, in re
sponse to the former administra-
tion’s pledge of economy, these
committees reduced appropriations
$15,000,000, rearranged the reve-
nue, amended the collection laws
to catch the tax.dodger, changed
the available school fund from a
deficit of over '$7,000,000 to a sur-
plus of $2,000,000, paid teachers’
salaries on due date and without
discount, and made it possible to
set the per .capita apportionment
for public school  education at
$17.50. We also reduced the gen-
eral fund deficit by several mil-
lions, making it possible for the
Automatic Tax Board to reduce
by 15¢ the ad valorem levy for
this biennium. I prophesy that
Mr. Allred will claim the credit
for these accomplishments in
which he had no part, because he
is a past master both in the art of
claiming unto himself eredit which
is due to others, and in shifting
the burdens of failure. upon the
shoulders of others justly due
upon his own.

This program of economy was
interrupted by the advent of the
Allred administration which has
proven the most reckless and ex-
travagant of any in the history
of Texas. During the fiscal year
of Allredism there have been cre-
ated with additional $15,000,000
appropriated over the amount ap-
propriated for the previous bien-
nium.

But, my friends, that isn’t half
the story. He had passed and ap-
proved a bill approriating $25,-
000,000 for old age ensions when
he knew there could not possibly
be $2,000,000 income with which
to pay it, I submit to any thought-
ful citizen this proposition that if
the manager or head of any busi-
ness should propose to spend over
ten times the estimated income for
a single purpose, that he would be
fired on the spot or if permitted to
remain, would hopelessly bankrupt
the business. And, my fellow citi-
zens, that isn’t yet the worst. He
submitted to the Legislature a
bill involving the credit of the
State to the amount of $60,000,000
to build a gas pipeline from Am-
arillo to Detroit, Michigan, when
less than $4,000,000 of the $60,-
000,000 would. have been spent in
Texas. The gratitude of the entire

State should be extended to a ma-
. (Continued on page 3)

(The Houston Labor Journal)' :

The Frazier-Lemke farm mort-
gage bill, calling for three billions
in new currency, was. defeated in
the house by about a two-thirds
vote, but it is apparent that the de-
mand for currency expansion is
growing, and some time in the fu-
ture this demand will not be resist-
ed. It is probably well that this
rising tide is kept back a little
longer, until the nation gets sense
enough to take precautionary meas-
ures against the human nrarasites
who thrive on the “sound” money
now in use, that does not exist at
all. Zx :
Let us again look over the mone.
tary situation.

Bank deposits in the natibn’s

banks are well above fifty billions -

That represents, under the existing
bank iws, the stupendous sum of
five hundred billions of credit
money, which our parasites insist is

“sound” money, although it does

not exist at all.

The federal reserve bank reports
more than three billions of surplus
on hand, and surpluses are piling
up in all banks, more or less, So
you see, the nation .is practically
wallowing in “sound” money.

Why does the money power ob-
ject to currency expansion? What
makes gold-backed government
currency “unsound?”

_The answer is, that the parasites
can not feed on it.-

 When the boll weevil ravaged
the cotton crop, the farmers went
to work fighting the weevil.

If they could have found a va-
riety of cotton that was poison to
the weevil, the fight would have
been easier. Hes

But if the good weevils had had
a spokesman, as for instance the
human weevils have in little Her-
bert and his gang, such a spokes-
man would have made arguments
thusly: . .

“Now, folks, do not fight nature,
The boll weevil was sent here by
God Almighty, so the purpose of
raising cotton should be for ths
sole purpose of raising healthy,
prosperous weevils. To introduce a
species of cotton on which .the wee*
vil can not feed would be to defy
Providence.
of such a gross transgression of
nature’s laws. It is quite true that
the farmer depends on his living
from the fruit of the cotton plant,
but they should realize that the
great purpose is to raise weevils,
not to feed hungry human stom-
ach.”

Our ‘“‘sound’” money run a straight
parallel with this parable. Para-
sites can feed and get fat on it.
But on money issued by Uncle Sam
—money that does not have to be
borrowed—the weevils can not feed.
Such money would in fact, if is-
sued in sufficient amount for the
transaction of the nation’s busi-
ness, entirely crowd out and make
useless the more than five hundred
billions of “sound” money now in
non-existence. But the weevils
would die from starvation.

The only thing required to make
government money potent to do
this great work, is that congress
must exercise its right and power
to fix the value of such money in
the terms not only of gold and sil
ver, but also in terms of the com-
modities most mecessary to human
existence.

(Continued on page 3)

A REQUEST

When you have read your copy of
Forum will you please pass it on to
some one else? Thanks. We will ap-
preciate this spirit of co-operation on

your part; and your friends will ap-
preciate your service to them.

Don’t let us be guilty*

2 iTiErs.
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IT IS DIFFERENT

'LEST WE FORGET
“We hold these truths to be self evident—That all men
are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights; that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness; That, to secure these
Rights, Governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governad;. That
whenever any form of government becomes desiructive of
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute mew government, laying iis foundation
on such principles, and orgamizing its powers in such form
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and

happiness.”’—Declaration of Independence.

Eagle or Ostrich?
By T. H. MeGregor
Austin, Texas,
May 29, 1936.
TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS:

Mr. Roy Sanderford, Candidate for Governor, says he f_avgr_s
a general sales tax. Senator Small says he favors a selective
sales tax. Sanderford and Small both favoring a sales tax can
easily get together as they each favor the principle of a sales
tax. A selective sales tax, of course, is pro tanto a part of
a general sales tax. Sanderford’s propostiion embraces all of
Small’s position and Small’s position embraces a part of Sander-
ford’s proposition, they go along together a part of the way.
So it would be easy for them to conpose their differences. Small
is not a candidate for governor. He is known as a man of real
ability and will long be recognized as an outstanding member
of the Senate in which he served, and as a man who helped to
shape the course of this State while in its service.

Governor Allred simply says he is opposed to a general sales
tax “‘because it is a tax on poverty.’”’ Right there he stops and
from there on out he ‘‘stands mute either of malice or the
visitation of God.”” If his statement is true then the principle
of the sales tax is unsound and Governor Allred should adve-
cate the repeal of the 4 cent gasoline tax and the 3 cent cigarette
tax for they are both sales taxes pure and simple and meet the
idea of Senator Small as a selective sales tax., They also meet
the approval of Sanderford as a sales tax for they are embraced
in his proposition.

Therefore Sanderford and Small favor a sales tax on playing
cards, poker chips, dice, dominoes, pool balls, billiard balls, bil-
liard cues, ténnis balls, racquets, ete., soft drinks, cigars, chewing
gum and a thousand and one other non-essential articles. But
Allred says ‘“NO it would be a tax on poverty and I am op-
posed to that.”” The governor should take his head out of the
sand for this is g time when the people need an Eagle not an
Ostrich.

DEMONIZED DICTATORS

(The Garment Worker)

The dietators of the present day are running true to the
type of tyrants in all lands and all centuries, All of them are
nearly or quite insane with egotism. All of them have the
sadistic love of cruelty which has marked their breed of human
reptiles from the first records which have eome down. to us.
All of them are enemies of mankind.

Mussolini rose to power in the Fasecist movement, in which
torture and if need be murder were the accepted ways of deal-
ing with epposition. Hitler rose in the same way; and since
his rise, admits the murder of more than 70 of his former fol-
lowers. His persecution of the Jews is marked by every va-
riety of indignity and torture.

Coming nearer home and looking at dictatorship on a smaller
scale Fulgencio Batista of Cuba is of the same type and pat-
tern. Chester Wright has told in International Labor News
Serviee and in the Scripps-Howard press of the latest exploit
of Batista’s paid butchers. They seized two men known to
favor real freedom for Cuba, took them to a torture place not
yet revealed, emasculated them, and then pulled of their fin-
gers one by one; and then their legs. They were dead, of
course, before that last operation could be completed,

There is nothing new in all this horror, It is the old, old
tale of horror; of men who love cruelty for it own sake.

Phalaris, dictator of the Greek-Sicilian city of Acrages some
570 years B. C., had an artist make him a brazen bull. The
bull was hollow, a vietim was put inside; a fire kindled under
the bull’s belly, and the throat was so contrived that the
shrieks of the man inside made the bull bellow as if he were
alive. Winwood Reade sums up the carrer of that device in
one sentence: ‘““The first experiment was made by King Pha-
laris upon the artst; the last by the people upon King Phalaris,”’

In his ““Age of the Despots,”’ a study of the Italian Renaiss-
auce, John Addington Symonds has given the best account of
dictatorship as a profession which can be found in the lan-
guage. He tells of Ezzeli.o di R.mano, 3 ‘“‘small, pale, wiry
man, with terror in his face aud enthusiasm for evil in- his
heart’’ whe murdered thousands, exterminated whole commun-
ities, and died at last when the reigning Pope launched a erusade
to rid the land of such a monster. Ezzelino went beyond the
record of Mussolini—but not so very mueh; Hitler has come
cl9ser to it; and the Spanish-American dictators of whom Ma-
chl_da and Batista are samples have matched the archfiend, Ez-
zelino, at every point.

Dictatorship is not grand, it s not wise, it is not noble. It is
a vcfhole range of crimes rolled together, and practiced on a
nationgl scale. An enormous proportion of those who, down
the ages, have seized despotic power and held it have sadists,

fovers of cruelty for its own sake, creatures who exulted in

THE SALES TAX A MONEY
SAVER

If you are a farmer or working man earning
$300 per year and contributing $5.00 per month
to aid a dependent relative over 65 years of age

$ 60.00

it costs you per year -
If you vote a 3% sales tax to pay the old age pen-
sion and spend your entire $300 the tax per year
will be ; el 9.00
Saving to you : ....$ 51.00
Your dependent relative now receiving from you
the sum of ... s $ 60.00
If granted the $15.00 per month pension as au-
thorized by our state constitution he would re-
ceive per year : sviaremsiee ABO:00
Subtracting the $60.00 which you are now giving )
him T 60.00
Increase in relative’s‘annual income.................$120.00
[f he qualifies under the Federal Security Aect he
would receive per annum an additional............... $180.00

Increase to your dependent relative’s income..............$3bOLOG

Saving to you.... $ 51.00
Total increase in family income per year...,...,....$351.bb

If you do not have a dependent relative over 65 years of
age, then you hope to reach the age of 65 yourself, and
when you do, you will want to participate in the Old Age
Assistance Fund which you have helped to create.

VOTE FOR SANDERFORD-SALES-TAX SECURITY.

the agonies of their fellows.

From Phalaris and Ibrihim ibn Pasha down to Hitler and
Machado and Batista, the record of dictatorships i a chronicle
of blood and horror. It is time and past time that thig plain
fact received general recognition.

“Intolerable Tyranny” Curbed

In passing on the right of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission to indulge in certain practices under the Seeurity Act
of 1933, the United States Supreme Court did not pass on the
constitutionality of the act itself, but laid down in no unecer-
tain terms of lengths to which a commission may go in exer-
cising its powers.

The majority decision of the court said that fear that some
malefactor might go unpunished, ‘‘weighs as nothing,’’ against
a just and strong condemnation of the means used to achieve the
end, when these means are unlawful. The decision said in part;

‘“A general, roving, offensive, inquisitorial, compulsory inves-
tigation, conducted by a eommission without any allegations, upon
no fixed principles, and governed by no rules of law or of evi-
dence, and no restrictions except its own will or eapriee, is un-
known to our Constitution and laws; and such an inquisition
would be destructive of the rights of the citizen and an intolerable
tyranny.”’

Commenting, the New York Times said editorially:

‘“To that declaration of principle a great majority of Ameri-
cans will subseribe. The court had before it only a question of
law, a single case. But it has warned all branches of government
that even a short step in the direction of inquisitorial power
must be resisted, lest it serve as a precedent for further advances
in the same direction.”’—The Industrial News Reveiew.

A Court Test of the Old Age Pension
Law
By T .H. McGregor.

Austin, Texas,
May 29, 1986.
TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS:

A great many of my friends have asked me why I did not in-
stitute a suit and test the constitutionality of the.Old Age Pen-
sion Law. A number of my friends have said they would glad-
ly help finance such suit. That is exaetly what the sponsors of
that law would like for us to do. If we tied up the law they
would then lay its vices on us by saying we were delaying its
operation. If we got it held unconstitutional the election by
that time would be over and they would then write another law
as vieious as this one and we would then be back right where
we started. It is not now and never has been my purpose to
test this law in the courts because we will lose if we did.

The thing to do and what I am trying to do is to carry the
issue directly to the people and elect a Legislature which will
write an Old Age Pension Law in the language of the Constitu-
tion.

Ask your candidate at the public meetings, publicly, what they
are going to do on this qi#stion and unless he openly, publicly
and repeatedly states he will vote for such law swat him as you
would a house fly.

I will not vote for any man for the Legislature nor Governor
who does not openly, publiely and repeatedly declare that he
favors an Old Age Pension Law in the language of the Constitu-
tion. Carthargo Delenda est.

OUR CHANGING GOVERNMENT

(The Country Gentleman) :

The article Billions for Bureaus, by Senator Benett Champ
Clark, in June issue of Country Gentleman, deserves the atten-
tion of every American. Government now has come to be a mat-
ter of direct concern to everyone, whether he or she wishes or not.
Until very recently, except in its local forms, it acted upon the
individual only remotely. That was what the founders intended,
But, as Senator Clark points out, in recent years the Federal
Government has spawned a vast number of agencies, with enor-
mous grants of authority as to expenditures and over the affairs
of people.

In this process two things happen—the spending of vast sums
of money by jobholders who are not accountable to the voters,
and a steady enclosure of all interests within the sphere of gov-
ernment.

By general agreement Thomas Jefferson was the elearest
American thinker on matters of government. Against the first
of these present tendencies he uttered this warning: ‘‘The same
prudence which, in private life, would forbid our paying omr
money for unexplained projects, forbids it in the disposition of
our public moneys.’’ '

Against the second he gave this equally plain warning: “Our
country is too large to have all its affairs directed by a single gov-
ernment. Public servants . . . must, from the cireumstances of
distance, be unable to administer and overlook all the details
necessary for the good government of the citizens; and the same
circumstances, by rendering detection impossible to their consti-
tuer;ts,”wxll invite the public agents to corruption, plunder and
waste.

o “When it shall be said in any country in the world, my
poor are happy; my jails are empty of prisoners, my streets
of bgggars; the aged are not in want; the tazes are not op-
preswe; the national world is my friend, because 1 am the
friend of its happiness; when these things can be said, then

" may that country boast of its constitution and its govern-

ment.”’
—THOMAS PAINE.

A SALES TAX NUT

If the sales tax is not paid to the government the mer-
chant keeps it. In other words, the purchaser does not save
anything by not having the sales tax—it is a question of
whether you will give something to your government or to
the merchant who already charges you a profit of from 20
to 80 per cent.

The merchant does not reduce his price because we have
no sales tax, but adds all the purchaser can stand.

Which shall we do, help the government a little, or the
merchant more? Instead of being a tax on poverty, a sales
tax is a means of getting something FOR poverty, some-
thing that the merchant is now getting.

Sales taz and pensions are twins that must not be separ-
ated.

Where the Money Has Gone

(From Texas Tax Journal)

The following statement of the Old Age Assistance Fund and
the Liquor Board up to May 1, 1936, and for the month of April
only, was furnished by Honorable Charley Lockhart, State Treas-
urer, except the number of employees. These official figures tell
the story of the tremendous cost of collecting the tax money with
which to aid many old people.

The statement follows:

EXPENDITURES OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE FUND
Salaries to April 1, 1936 $ 78,5637.32
Salaries for April, 1936 66,781.02

Total salaries .. $ 14531834

Expenses to April 1, 1936 (Rents, stamps, salaries,

ete. ; ...6 16,163.62
Travel expenses for April 1,382.37
Supplies for April 29,432.38

Total expenses $ 47,988.37

Total salaries and expenses ... $ 193,306.71
Amount in Old Age Assistance Fund May 1, 1936....$1,190,000,00
Number of employees of the Old Age Assistance

Commission based on salary warrants drawn fer

the month of April, 1936, was 546-—4382 full time

and 24 part time. (This item furnished by the

Comptroller,) /

EXPENDITURES BY LIQUOR BOARD
Salaries to April 1, 1936 $ 66,597.13
Salaries for April, 1936 26,235.15

Total salaries s 192,888 28
Supplies for April, 1936 $ 12,891.68
Expenses for April, 1936 : 35,448.01
Traveling expenses for April, 1986 .......oessressencesees 16,016.35
Supplien to April 1, 1986 orserisrrimmesissssiseressis 6,598.65

Total expenses . e -$ 70,954.70
Total salaries and expenses , : $ 163,786.98
Amount the Liquor Board has turned over to the

Available School Fund since the Liquor Law be-

came effective .. : : ; ceiersrenss® 268,006.38
The amount now (May 1, 1936) in the Permanent

0Old Age Assistance Fund :
Total amount collected by Liquor Board to May 1,

1936 . )
Amount in suspense account May 1, 1936 ..................
Number of employees of the Liquor Board based on

salary warrants drawn for the month of April,

1936, was 176—164 full time and 12 part time,

(This item furnished by the comptroller.)

According to the above figures, $2,166,020 was the amount col-
lected by the Liquor Board to May 1, 1936, and out of this amount
($2,166,020) there remained $1,190,000 May 1, for old age assist-

ance.

225,130.00

2,166,020.44
13,601.00

LABOR CHOOSES WISELY

1. all th~ years th~* .e Labor Jo has espoused thie in-
terests of labor in East Texas, it never has occurred to us to
doubt the worthiness of those in whose behalf we labored. In
fact, we have had innumerable evidences of the fact that the
rank -and file of labor is composed mainly of hard-working
law-abiding, radieal-hating, and patriotic American eitizens.

Last week this faith of ours received fresh vindication, when
organized labor in this state selected a man to fill the office of
president of the Texas Federation of Labor. By the tremen-
dous majority of 273 to 69, the federation re-elected William B.
Arnold of San Antonio, as president, over his only rival, Robert
Oliver, of Baytown. In that action, the federation went on
record as favoring a conciliator rather than an agitator, as its
chief, and in so doing, deserves, we think, the gommendation
of the entire state.

At any rate, it looks like organized labor in Texas is not in-
clined to listen any longer to the siren song of trouble makers
and self-seeking agitators. If that be true, then in all proba-
bility this great movement is due to receive greater encourage-
ment and better co-operation than it has ever received before
at the hands of industry, and we, for one, shall be glad to see it.

A KNITTING NUISANCE

(From Houston Labor Journal)

From Tuesday’s news dispatches we gather the important in-
formation that Mrs. Norman Thomas, wife of the Socialist party’s
nominee for president, ‘‘during all the nominating speeches and
the enthusiastic welcoming of her husband, sat knitting uneon-
cernedly.”’

Now, of course, it is by no means a new experience for Mrs.
Thomas to see her husband nominated for president, hence noth-
ing to get excited about. Neither are his chances of being elected
president sufficient to bring on palpitation of the heart. So
these reason, all of which are as well known to Mrs, Thomas as
to. anyone else, make her ‘‘unconcern’’ quite understandable.
What is not understandable, however, is why any lady, including
Mrs. Thomas, or Mrs. Roosevelt, who frequently knits while at-
tending a session of congress or the theatre, thinks that publie
gatherings are appropriate places to earry her knitting,

We hope that no one will believe us to be unappreciative of
the really useful art of knitting, or that we shall be accused of
being lacking in respect for the new who still eling to that home-
ly virtue. The fact is, that until a few years ago when we read
about Mrs. Roosevelt knitting while her husband addressed a joint
session of congress, we had thought that there was none such;

r that knitting, like a few other old-fashioned things, had been

relegated to the limbo of forgotten or lost arts. And right here
we pause to say that none could have been more distressed over
the matter than we were. In fact, we sort of regarded ourselves
as among the chief mourners,

But as deeply attached to the homely virtues as we are, there
is still a lingering conviction that there is a time and place for
all things, and believing so, it just strikes us as foolish and in-
appropriate to hear of a person Knitting at a great national con-
vention or at a joint session of eongress. Of course, at a husk-
ing bee, or gatherings like that, it may be all right for such of the
ladies as do not like to husk to employ and enjoy themselves
by knitting, and certainly so far as we’re concerned, they’d never
be criticized for it. But even so, apl to be perfectly honest and
frank about the matter, the only really logical place in the world
to knit is by one’s own fireside, where Papa and.Junior are us-
ually on hand convenient for try-on’s, and where they, more than
anyone else, will appreciate Mama’s old-fashioned accomplish-

ment, and will never harbor even the suspicion of a thought that
she is simply knitting as a pose. ;

Honor Those who Voted Against War

WASHINGTON.—A wreath was placed on the statue of
the late Senator Robert La Follette in Statuary Hall Mon-
day April 6, honoring those who voted against war, nineteen
years agd. Senator Robert La Follette Jr. of Wisconsin,
Representative Knutson of Minesota, Col. A, W. Little, Miss
Jeannette Rankin, first woman member of Congress, and
former Representative Edward Keating.—AP report

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

(By A. P. PRICE)

g THE BANK, WHO OWNS IT?

The nature, function and management of banks, where people
are encouraged to place their savings and liquid eapital, is such
that people in general are often deceived as to who, in reality, is
the rightful owners of the institution. The stock holders, the
so-called owners, are usually owners of the plant only, while the
people, the depositors, are the rightful owners of the major part
of the bank’s resources. In 1929 25,330 banks reported to the
comptroller of the currency that their combined eapital and
surplus was but $8,408,676,000 while their combined deposits
amounted to the $57,901,641,000. This showg that more than
$7.00 belongs to the depositing publie for every $1.00 that be-
longs to the bankers themselves. In other words the public
owns more than seven-eighths of the banking business. Should
not this fact place the interest of the public far above the in-
terest of the bankers and make of the bank, really a public in-
stitution?

The public has another interest, besides that of ownership,
in the banking business. It is a welfare of the community in-
trest. Bank credit, which is dependent upon the deposits of
the people, is such a very important part of our currency sys-
tem, our means of exchanging ownership, that almost the very
life of our business is dependent upon it. It seems to be the
common source of liquid capital; the common source of most
of our vehicle of exchange. Since actual cash money is kept so
scarce that a major part of our business transactions have to
be settled for with bank eredit rather than with money has not
bank credit become far too important a part of our medium of
¢xchange to allow it to be eontrlled by the whim, the preju-
dice, the favoritism or the speculative desire of a private eitizen
or a privately owned cooporation?

So great is the temptation to speculate, or to assist a rela-
tive to do so, with funds belonging to the depositors that it
is next to impossible to safeguard their interest so long as the
banking business is left in the hands of private owners. It was
Henry Ford who said something like this. Placing one’s money
in a bank is too often like leaving one’s automobile at a garage,
for safe keeping, only to come back to find that the garage man
has rented it out to someone who has gone off with it where you
canont get it. .

Look about you! Look about you, see who is the best fed,
best clothed, best housed, best entertained, most extravagant man
with the most leisure in your community. Is it not the banker?

financial systm hag given him a special privilege, that none but
a banker can have? Could it be that he has been allowed to
collect a rate of interest that is highly unjust? Could it be
that he has been allowed to collect interest on what did not
belong to him—to eolleet interest on his own indebtedness?

TRUE FUNCTION OF MONEY

The real and true function of money is to facilitate exchange.
The foregoing statement is submitted only for the benefit of
those whose minds are not clouded by the army of pandring
orthodex writers on the subject of money. Those who consider
the primary function of money as a means of investment for
speculation and profit in the game of playing the markets are
hopelessly befuddled on the subject, and no amount of reason
will avail them,

The muuch-played-up mare’s nest of inflation, so conspicu-

ous in the press of late is evidence of the truth of this state-
;ment. The same may be true, except in reverse order, as to
i deflation. In the name of common sense—if, indeed, there be
such mental habit in the public mind of today—what does the
major portion of the people care about money for investment
purposes, whe they are hounded by the wolf of hunger, and out
of employment¢ Their problem is to secure enough money, or
eredit to give in exchange for bare necessities of life, and the
primary obligation of civilization is to see that this is possible.
Always, their needs are in excess of ther supplies; and the few
dollars they may be able to acquire from time to time must be
used to provide eovering for conspicuous patches of their naked-
ness, or to allay the hungering demands of a stomach too long
on a fast.

But, in spite of the truth of all this, the public is even now
being swept from its feet by the raucus eries of the howling
mob of propagandists engaged in spreading the smoke screen to
sonceal the real facts of the money problem. They call it ‘‘dis-
pelling the fog;’’ but ‘‘dispensing the fog’’ would be a better
term.

In the meantime, the merry-go-round of faked fights over
alleged party issues continues in the spotlight; and soon now,
very soon, as it appears, the participants therein will be rushing
home ‘‘in high’’ to report to their constituency—rebuild their
ramshackled political fences—how valiantly they have fought,
for or against, the New Deal. If their pastures green happen
to be in those regions of the country in which the demoeratic
mule is waxing fat, they will report their devoted loyalty to the
enthréned patriots now ensconced at Washington. If, on the
other hand, their barrens abound in those regions over-grazed
by the republican elephant, they will be heard squaking their
protests against an alleged dictator surrounded by his coterie of
brain-trusters now doing business with the iron hand of regi-
mentation. Both sides have a very good smoke screen to eome
ceal the really important issues involved—relief from a burden-
some bureaucratic government, a substitution of currency for
interest-bearing bonds, ete. It’s a great game, that—covering
up the real issues involved, peddling bunk to a hungry publie
who enjoy these delicious viands. No; I'm not indulging in the
common alleged habit of eriticism without offering something
in lieu thereof. Just at the moment the defenders of bonds and
bureaueracy are challenging Domesthenes himself in the enun-
ciation of this time worn and oft-repeated slogan. The records
of a few, very few, members of the Congress, togethr with ar-
ticles widely ‘disseminated through magazines, show that the
present eongress, also the one immediately passed, Herculean ef-
forts were made, and are yet being made, to recover from Shy-
loek the constitutional power to control for the benefit of in-
dustry (the people) the volume of money to be circulated in the
nation. These measures, sponsored by Patman, Terrell, Frazier,
Lemke et al, are some of the efforts that have been made to re-
store the function of issuing money to the people by the Con-
gress, as per the Constitution. But they didn’t get ‘anywhere ;
f.r_ld Shylock is yet in the saddle with a tight rein on all indus-
ries.

““ ~
WE THE PEOPLE”

“We, the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic tran-
quility, provide for the common defense, promote the gen-
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this CONSTI.
TUTION for the United States of America,”’—Preamble to
The Constitinn,

Did he get that way because he earned it or because an unjust -
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 lorem taxes for this period of years is as follows:

Mhursday, June 4, 1626

DELINQUENT TAXES

(SAM H. CANTRELL)

The delinquent tax question is a nightmare to every session of
the legislature. With a well adjusted system of taxation there
should be no appreciable delinquency in the payment of taxes.
But as the situation now stands there seems to be nothing but a
recurrence of the problem. .

Many people look upon the collection of delinquent taxes as
an important source of revenue. When a law-maker seeks a
new field to raise needed revenues he is told by intrenched inter-
ests to collect the taxes now dlinqunt; Tax dodgrs have made
wide estimates of the amount of delinquent taxes, their esti-
mates range from 300 million to 500 million, depending upon the
amount of revenue to be raised. In fact their statements have
become so enticingly juicy that every budding young lawyer
wants to cut out a slice of fortune for himself by becoming a vul-
ture over the property which cost many an hour of toil and hard
labor, matters of which he has no acquaintance. Some would set
up a state tax delinquent board operated by the state tax commis-
sioner to collect the delinquent taxes. Farms and homes unable
to meet mortgage interest and high taxes would be sold for delin-
quent taxes. Such a board would no doubt give the young law-
yers a chance at glory and the game would be more exciting than
the receivership racket.

But to eclear the record concerning the amount of delinquent
taxes, the following data has been worked the state comptroller’s
reports, 1921 to 1935 inclusive, taking state taxes only and ex-
eluding local taxes. Delinquent taxes previous to 1921 can hard-
ly be collected because of length of time and inadequacy of re-
cords, and the revenue derived from such collections would not
be appreciable. Unpaid taxes as listed by the com,pt/rol.ler are
delinquent (ad valorem) and insolvent (ad valorem) ; delinquent
(poll) and insolvent (poll). Delinquent taxes are such as have
a real property obligation attached, and insolvent taxes are such
taxes without a real property obligation, invelving personal prop-
erty in the main or personal liability.

Taking the period 1921 to 1935, delinquent ad valorm (real
property) taxes amounted to $48,669,074, and insolvent ad va-
Delinquent,
$26,925,533 ; insolvent, $1,250,259; interest and penalty, $2,476,
814; total amount both delinquent and insolvent, $57,705,755;
total collections, $30,652,606.

The poll tax (delinquent and insolvent) was as follows: Delin-
quent, $2,478,013; insolvent, $9,136,902. Tax collections of poll
(delinquent and insolvent) amounted to $420,131 (delinquent)
and $133,385 (insolvent); total poll (delinquent and insolvent)
is $11,614,915; total collections, $553,516.

The grand total for all delinquent and insolvent taxes, 1921 to
1935 inclusive, is $69,320,670; the grand total of eollections, in-
eluding interest and penalty, $31,206,121, excluding interest and
penalty, $28,729,307. When collections are taken from delin-
guency, there remains a net delinquency of $40,591,262 for the
veriod 1921-1935.
~ But the above figures do not imply that the total sum of $40,-
591,670 can be collected. That story will come out in a a succeed-
ing article.

Voters of Texas

““Honor thy Father nad thy Mother that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”” ..

"Did not the Presidént and Congress of these United States real-
ize the great depression and the sore distress of the people and
appropriate millions and then billions for relief?

' (Who Received This Money?)

The extremely poor, the oung men and young women, the so-
galled white collared class. We, the Fathers and Daughters of the
all living in Texas, who are the Sons and Daughters of the
Soldiers of the Alamo and Goliad have not received one penny,

Did not the Federal Government approrpiate $15,00 for each
and every old age person in the United States? Has not the
government already paid, helped and prepared work for all other
classes of its people, while we, the old of all classes have not
received a penny ?

Who kept the Fathers and Mothers of Texas from receiving
their own money that was appropriated by our Federal gov-
ernment and kept Texas from receiving hundreds of thousand
of dollars that was appropriated for Texas? :

(Did the People Do 1t?)

NO. In August 1935, the people of Texas voted, four to one
to pay all persons past the age of 65, $15.00 to match the Fed-
eral gift of $15.00, making a total of $30.00 per month.

Who cast aside and trampled beneath their feet the vote and
voice of the people of Texas and betrayed the Fathers and Moth-
ers of all living in Texas?

(Answer). The governor was then entertaining, base-balling
and appointing movie stars as Texas Rangers,

The Legislature, like the wayward son returned unto their
Father’s house to ask forgiveness of their awful act, but the
Fathers and Mothers of Texas did not kill the fatted calf and
make merry and put a ring on their fingers.

(Listen Voters!) Texas was won and bought by the blood of
our Fathers. And we, the aged, now being called paupers are
the Sons and Daughters of those brave and grand old characters
that handed to us that burning torch of Liberty, Love and Free-
dom. Shall we bow our heads in shame to the wayward Sons of
Politics and cast aside this burning torch of our Fathers? NO!
We are the same race of the same blood. Remember the Alama!
Remember Goliad! And the banks of the old San Jacinto!

Why call the aged paupers? Has not the Federal Government
and State provided security either by cash or made work? Is
it not a fact Mr. Governor and Legislators, that we, applicants
for a pension, called paupers been ostracized, disfranchised, dis-
qualified and under our alphabetical government are not permit-
ted to qualify and secure a job from any department of mad
work? Then, why of all classes and elements would we be fed
to the howling wolves of poverty ?

; (Crucifizion)

We, of all citizens are being erucified at the hands of polities
by sheer neglect. Upon the Cross Jesus asked for a drink of water
they gave Him vinegar, The Fathers and Mothers of Texas ask
for assistance that they might have bread and raiment. The
Governor of Texas and our Legislators have promised us a mite,
providing our Sons and Daughters will drink enough whiskey to
produce the revenue, What a gift, the dregs of vice, sin and
blood of our children. Shall the Fathers and Mothers say unto
their children drink more whiskey that on tomorrow, we eat? The
first time in all civilization has the official of State tied a whiskey
bottle to thier Fathers and Mothers.

(Who Dvd This Thing and Why)

The Governor of Texas and our Legislature.

Why did they fix our hope of assistance on whiskey? Whiskey,
the only thing that Texas has that had its conception in Hell. No
individual or corporation wished to lobby against Satan.

Where are the natural resources of Texas that God made, in
the hands of great corporations that lobbied to stay this tax off
their products? Did they do it, Yes! we are told that in case the
whiskey fails to produce sufficient revenue to pay this old age
assistance, that this same body of men are going to tie on us all
the gambling of Texas. Come on, you Sons and Daughters, drink
and gamble that Father and Mother might eat.

Now, after nearly a year of waiting on our Sons and Daugh-
ters to drink enough whiskey to produce a revenue, payments of
some nature must be made by July the First, to conform with
the Federal Security Act. Now, the pitiful mite is so small
and only goes to just a few, the governor would have us io
balieve the reason we are not getting any more, that he, the gov-
ernor had to conform to the Federal Social Security Act. This
is cold politics. The Federal Government had noihing to say
or do with Texas tax or haw much thev pay Mom and Dad.

(Un-Constitutional)
The present applied system of the old age pension is not what

THE FERG
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Economy—
(Continued from page 1)

jority of the legislature who joined
in the defeat of that measure and
thereby saved the State that added
burden and disgrace. But if left
alone, mind you, Mr. Allred would
have involved the credit of our
State during the first year of his
administration with a $100,000,000
additional burden. The plank of
progressive leadership upon which
he ran for Governor two years ago
evidently meant leading Texas to
destitution, bankruptey, and de
struction. There are many justi-
fiable e~ momies that can be effect
ed without reducing the 1all.
salaried employee or without de-
creasing governmental service, and
I promise to use the veto power, if
necessary, to acco'?nplish these
economies. [ propose to abolish the
Pension Commission; the State
Liquor Commission; the State
Planing Board; to consolidate the
Reclamation Department with the
Board of Water Engineers; to as
semble all welfare agencies in one
department under the Board of
Control; and to adhere to striet
budgeting for all departments of
the State. Starting such a pro-
gram will not only lead to other
economies, but also to greater effi-
ciency throughout our State Gov-
ernment.”

0
O

Nations—

(Continued from page 1)

They could capture the moving
tanks with their primitive spears—
By dint of willingness to die
while chargings against engine
driven steel—

But when they were invaded by
an Italian inferno (without grace
of Dante)—

When mustard gas flamed up on
hands and fa¢e, within lungs and
belly—

When to shell'shock there was
added what made breathing a tor
ture—

Mere heroic courage met the zero
hour and bowed to the brutes.

For all of this the Roman mego.
lomaniac now demands an acco-
lade—

Beards the supposed. rulers of
Europe in their supreme council—
Declares hie has proven the need
of their reorganization— e
Will doubtless in his own time
and manner finish what Hitler be:
gan—

While hope of human peace,
highest fruition of civilization—
Turns its face, in deection looks
down the darkening road—

Which leads the feet of man-
kind in the downard spiral—

Into another recurrence of the
Dark Ages.

Is it the final resurgence of the
Racketeers?

It has become the substitution
of the i.../idual Will—

Against the struggling Consci-
ence of Communities—

It is the Logic of the Human
Surplus—

‘The failure of co-operation co-
ordinated, self-controlled—
Democraey in twilight, and Li-
berty’s definition lost—

Unless the erisis shall put forth
some final spark—

ing thing who call yourself a hu-

The Need of Money

(Continued from page 1)

The human weevils, unfortunate
ly, have brains, which the boll
weevil has not. The human weevils
are able to lie, cheat, and deceive
their fellow humans, and .ey are
doing this aplenty, Here is the
rub.

They have a weapon wherewith
they can defeat, not only the issu-
ance of real money, but the ec¢o-
nomi: welfare of the nation and
the whole world as well. That
weapon is the power to fix prices
on commodities, If constituted gov-
ernments, rise up in their might
and deprive the parasites of this
weapon, these same governments
can issue real money and through
such action bring general prosper-
ity to the whole world.

I a1 telling you the exact truth.

Even without price fizing, Unele
Sam might go in the banking busi-
ness himself and put all private
banking out of commission. Sup-
pose your uncle availed himsalf of
his right to engage in the banking
business.

Then, instead of borrowing
money by selling bonds, those whe
had money to invest would simply
deposit it in uncle’s bank and draw
a reasonable interest on it. Now,
for each dollar deposited, your
uncle would , under existing bank-
ing laws, have ten working dollars

At least that ig the way the para:
sites work it, and why should not
Unele Sam do the same? In a little
while, the government would be on
a cash basis, and its debts would
be paid in full,

All the remedies so far proposed
for the cure of our econemic ills
are caleulated, first and foremast
to preserve the weevils, Even the
president says that if we destroy
the weevils, our whole social strue-
ture will collapse.

Thou sluggish, dull and unthink’

man and a sovereign American
citizen, go to the cotton field and
contemplate the boll weevil fight.
Either the weevil or the :otton
must be destroyed, “Nature, un-
aided, will fail!”

The Stein Family

The doctors have a name for
what ails Gertrude Stein, They
have, in faet, four names for it,
to wit: palilalia, verbal perserva.
tion, echolalia and verbigeration,
which is four different ways of
saying that she is afflicted with
mania for repetitiousness.

Doubtless they are right, al’
though we suspect there is more

To shock Labor into unity of
thought and action.

TP T et bt

point to the conclusion of the wag
who undertock to dispose of the
whole Stein question by way of the
limerick. As we recall, it's sum-
med up something like this;:
“A remarkable family is Stein;
There’s Gert and there’s Ep and
there’s Ein, '
Gert’s poetry is bunk,
Ep’s statutes are junk,
And nobody understands Ein.”

O

Yes—Just o Little Party

“Well, sir,” said the village shop-
keeper, writing down the order,
“that’s three hot water bottles,
two dozen lemons, and a large tin
of bath mustard. I'll send them
arcund right away. All well at
home, sir?”

‘| State or Labor wants a drunkard. Then, who is working to help

the people of Texas voted on. They voted to pay every person in
Texas past the age of 65, $15.00 that had lived in the State five
years and not a habitual drunkard, eriminal or inmates of some
state institution. Then, why call an election in Texas to vote on
any bill if some individual or bunch of politicians can change and
diseriminate that enly the most needy paupers will receive what-
ever our five thousand a year State appointed investigators and
inspectors recommend. :

Yes, it is true that the voters of Texas under the great strain
of poverty and want voted whisky back into our borders. The
writer being a Democrat and never scratched a Democratic ticket
is perfectly satisfied for the purpose for which whiskey entered
our State. For the purpose and hope of produecing some revenue
to help maintain the political, commercial and industrial avenue
of a depressed State, but not to be fed indirectly to the Fathers
and Mothers of this, the greatest, wealthiest State in the Union,
i Puytting the Old Pegple on the Spot

We have often heard of a shoe string business and putting
people on the spot, but this whiskey tax for feeding the aged old
people has surpassed all racketeering of modern age. One hun-
dred per cent of all preachers of Texas are preaching, praying
and begging the people not to drink whiskey. Ninety per cent
of all wives and mothers are pleading with their husbands and
children not to drink. All departments of education and society
are educating our children not to drink. The drunkatd and
whiskey boozers are ostracized from society, No department of

to increase the old folks pension?
(‘Answer). Only Satan and our Legislature. God did not make
whiskey or authorize it to be made, but God did make all the nat-
ura'l resources of Texas. Let the people vote against every State
official and Legislator that helped to create such a whiskey‘ tax
to feed our Fathers and Mothers.

J. J. ROSS.

THE MAN FROVERES

IE MAN who knows not, and KNOWS that he k

is simple; TEACH HIM. hat he knows not,
The man who knows, but knows NOT, that h :

timid; ENCOURAGE HIM. 1at he knows, is

The man who knows, and KNOWS that h SE;
Ay g S : ; e knows, IS WISE;

But the man who KNOWS NOT, but KNOWS NOT that

—
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Right to

the Door

S —
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Right to the door with the
freight on board. Crushing busi-
ness for the undertaker. Conven-
ient too. For whom else?

The finale of a Beethoven sym-
phony never bespoke its motif of
despair and tragedy any more
forcibly than this picture of human
and mechanical ruin.

This was the end of a perfect
curve, taken too fast, the begin-
ning of eternity for car and, many

thought, for the driver, too. But, |

e

fortunately—yes, miraculously—
he crawled out from beneath the
wreekage unhurt. He did succeed,
however, in turning a thing of
‘beauty and pleasure into a mass
'of motorized junk in the fraetion
of a second. The penalty again,
of thoughtless driving,

Try to remember this picture the
next time you are to take a fast
'turn. It visualizes perfectly the
'end of the trail for many a motor-

ist.

CANALIZATION OF
THE TRINITY RIVER

By W. H. GALLAGHER
Chairman Legislative Board,
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers.

(From Southern Railway Journal)

I am employed now, and have
been for the past 36 years, as a
Locomotive engineer on the Mis-
souri-Kansas:Texas Railroad. I
am also the State Legislative Rep-
resentative of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers and speak as
their authorized representative on
questions such as now under con-
sideration, On this occasion I
speak also for the Order of Rail-
way Conductors, and the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Firemen and
Enginemen in Texas.

Our opposition to the canaliza-
tion of the Trinity is, to some
extent selfish, We could not af.
ford to incur the expense of ap-
pearing here if we did not have
a personal interest in the ques
tion under consideration.
considering this and all other
questions affecting public welfare
we are not unmindful of the fact
that we are citzens before we are
rail employes and that the wel
fare of the public is superior to
that of any individual, group or
community. We hold that a pub-
lic quest'on is not properly dis-
posed of until it is settled upon a
basis that is economically sound
and socially just.

I have heard some talk about
making tke Trinity navigable to
Dallas ever since I first came to
Texas, but I always thought the
proposition had very little merit,
and never gave it much attention
until a few days ago when I was
called upon by those I represent
to file a protest. I am sorry that
the time and opportunity at my dis-
posal for studying the question
was so limited that I can offer
only a few of the many reasons
why we think the canalization of
the Trinity River should not be
authorized.

The organizations I represent
are not opposed to the creation of
water  transportation projects
where the utilization of natural
facilities make such projects eco
nemically beneficial, or where
there is a lack of needed transpor.
tation facilities which can be sup-
plied at less cost by improving the
water channels which nature has
already provided,

We are opposed to the project
under consideration for four major
reasons.

First: Nature has not made rea
sonably adequate provision for
water transportation between Fort
Worth and the coast.

Second: The territory the canal
would serve already has transpor:
tation facilities far in excess of
its present or near future need,

, Third: The proposition is eco
nomically unsound wasteful and
destructive,

Fourth: It is socially unjust,
because, if carried into excution,
it will cause irreparable loss to
thousands of Texas citizens, un.
balance the transportation map of
the State, and give Dallas and
Fort Worth an unfajr advantage
over other inland cities in Texas
and nearby states, and the in-

he KNOWS NOT, IS A FOOL; LET HIM ALONE,

jured communities will be required
to help pay the cost.
We wish to call attention to a

But in|

few self-evident facts and aw
thenic figures in support eof our
contention.

The Trinity River does not have
a natural flow of water upon
which to carry commerce. On my
first visit to Dallas, nearly 40
years ago, one of the first things
I looked for was the Trinity River.
I crossed it three times looking for
it, The water needed to supply
a canal will have to be captured
and stored and the channel through
which it is to flow will have to be
built, The promoters propose to
construct a canal where they admit
nature has not provided -either
water or channel.

Nature, with sparing hand,
brings the water inland and
spreads it over hill and valley to
enrich the earth that a nation
may be clothed, fed, and housed.
'If the proponents of this under:
taking proposed to impound na.
ture’s bounty, in its aboundance,
and release it, as needed by the
soil or for other socially beneficial
purposes, which nature intended
rain to supply, we would be for it,
But, as we understand, their pur-
pos: is to divert i* from its natural
use of providing the elements of
commerce, and in so doing, rob
that which they would have us
believe they seek to serve.

It is not unreasonable to hope
that befor> many gears the United
States will inaugurate a system of
water impoundable on the head-
waters and tributaries of our
main water courses, roi to supply
inland waterways, but to provide
needed moisture for the ground
and for other domestic and social
purpos2s which water alone can
supply. When such a system of
water conservation is completed,
few, if any, of our water courses
will have water enough to float
commerze. When that day comes,
and it must come before long, if
we preserve enough fertility in our
soils to feed, clothe, and house the
teeming millions that will popu-
ulate the nation, the nation, the
milions that this project would cost
will be a complete loss.

The advocates of canalization of
the Trinity River, propose to build
a canal where nature does not pro-
vide the water or a channel to
carry it in. Man must provide
both, and in addition thereto the
traffic to support it. They do not
propose to add a single element
of strength to the ecoonmic strue.
ture of the State. Their under-
taking, if successfull, will be an
economic parasite, that will feed
upon the blood of society’s two
most faithful servants, agriculture
and established transportation.

Fort Worth-Dallas and Houston-
Galveston handled 26,457,627 tons
of freight. If utilized to their full
carrying capacity they would carry
363,345,986 tons, or 13 times as
much as they did carry. Less
than 8 per cent of the service ex-
isting lines could render was aet-
ually used. Although more than
92 per cent of the transportation
facilities now in existence are lay-
ing idle, these proponents propose
to build an additioanl system that
will cost more than it would cost
to reproduce all those now in ex-
istence. In 1932 the Railroad
Commission placed the reprodue:
tion value of all the railroads in
the state at $43,124.00 a mile. On
that basis the 2,859 miles of rail
road operated between Fort
Worth.Dallas and Houston-Galves-
ton could be reproduced for $123,
142,316.00, leaving $3,714,684.00 of
the $126,857,000.00 the proposed
canal will cost, untouched. Would
any intelligent man consider dupli:
cating a transportation system
that was using only one-thirteenth
of its capacity?

In addition to the cost of build-
ing this proposed transportation
system there is an annual carry-
ing, operating and maintenance
charge of $14,252,000.00 or 11 per
cent of the cost. In 1982, the lat
est figures I had aceess to, the
gross revenues of all the arilroads
in the State was $114,350,458.00,
or less than 12 per cent of the
$909,453,343.00 it cost to build
them. The cost of building the
canal will be 14 per cent of that
amount; therefore, if the canal is
to pay its minimum fixed charges
it must absorb nearly 14 per cent
of the total tonnage of the state
and charge the same rates the
railroads (re charzing, If it re
duces rates it must get more ton-
| nage. All from the railroads op-
|erating betweer here and the coast.
They comprise 16.6 per cent of the
total mileage of the stae. With
reduced rates the eanal would have
to take it all. That, of course,
is an absurd proposition, but, in
my opinion, it afords food for seri:
ous thought.

But they asy the Federal Gov
ernment will pay the cost of build-
ing and maintaining the caanl. I
tell you that neither the Federal
or any other government will do
anything of the kind. Government
cannot pay for anything.
only a colleeting and disbursing
agent. The primary sources of
every dollar spent for transporta-
tion is out of the pockets the
people. The people must pay
the cost of building, operat-
ing and maintaining every
agency or avenue of transporta
tion, and every kind of transporta-
tion that is not needed is an un-
necessary burden on the backs of
the people.

A PRESSING
PROBLEM OF
MERCHANTS

—Austin, Texas, June 4—There
are three outstanding uncertain-
ties confronting the cotton indus-
try at present, according to Dr,
A. B. Cox, dirvector of tre Bureau
of Business Researeh at the Uni-
versity of Texas.

“The most pressiny problem of
merchants, and especially of spin.
ning mills which have beught cot’
ton on rall,” he sail. “relates to
July futucis; What w.ll the Cot
ton Prodicers’ Pool do with its
long 300,900 bales of July futures
contracts? It is undeubtedly in
position to squeeze the people who
owe these ecentracts. It is prob
able that large share of these out-
ste.rding contraets rerresent cot.
won which mereahnts hLave sold to
rills in this country cn call based
on July. Te the extent that this
is the case, mills will suffer as a
result of any squeeze operations,
The result will be the reduction of
consumption to the minimum in
the United States until after July
is liquidated; that ‘will tend to
increase the carryover above what
it would otherwise have been and
thus injure the cotton growers.
“There are no - official figures
available to,indicate the entent
to which cotton growers are co-
operating with the government in

It is

They would take from agriculture its soil conservation program. The
the moisture that nourishes its soil | first official figure on acreage
and from the railroads the traffic |Planted to cotton will be issued
that makes their continued exist-|by the Crop Reporting Board on
ence possible. They give nothing. {July 8. In the meantime, pri-
They take all. -

vate reports indicate an increase
in acerage over last year of be-
tween 12 and 15 per cent. Prob:
able foreign production of cotton
has become of increased import.
ance in recent years, because of
the greatly increased percentage
this production bears to the
world’s total production, and to
its importance in making cotton
prices. All reports and other in-
dications point to increases in cot-
t¢r, acreage abroad, but this goes
not necessarily mean inereased
pircduction.

“If world business continue to
improve, the market will be able
to absorb at least a two-million-
ba'c increase in world production
of cotton this year, without a de.
coerese in price.” Texas Univer:
sit» News Service.

Keep your temper if it fs good,
and don’t lose it if it is bad.

-0
Newspapers’ Job

Sir Willmont Lewis, Washing-
ton correspondent of the London
“Time#,” thus defines the respon-
sibility of the press:

“The duty of newspapers is to
corafort the afflicted and to afflict
the comfortable.”

0.
O

They Admitted It

Woman (in crowded street car,
to her friend)—I wish that good-
looking man would give me his
seat.

Five men stood up,

FORUM

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

RULES AND RATES
Rate, 5 cents per word for

each insertion. CASH must
accompany order, No classi-
fied advertisement accepted

for less than $1.00. Each sign
number or initial counts as a
word. We do not forward re-
plies——your own address must
appear.

Ferguson Forum

Austin, Texas t

LONEBOME! Get free membership
in active Matrimonial Club. Send
full deseription of yourself. Paper
10¢, Lists 25c, and stamp. W. H.
Besson, Box 769, Houstun, Texas.

QUIT ANY TOBACCO HABIT
easily, inexpensively and without
drhgs. Chewing, smoking, cigar-
ettes or snuff. Send address.
Samuel Stokes, Mohawk, Florida.

PLANTS FOR SALE
Cabbage and tomato plants 10 inch-
es high, Leading varieties, All
posipaid, - 100 for 85¢; 500 for
$1.00; 1000 for $1.75.

Satisfaction guaranteed

Address: Chilton Plant Farm,

; 1, Chilton, Texas

GET ACQUAINTED OFFER

Send 26e for an All About Texas
Jlub trial subsecription to our Texas
rural home monthly. Or send us
the regular subscription price, one
ear 50c or three yeurs $1.00, and
your 25-word classified ad will be
un twice on trial, Address: Flet.
her’s Farming, Hondo, Texas.

- HEALING!

We have a greatly reduced rate
for July enly.

We guarantee satisfaction in all
cases.

We will be pleased to give you the
most scientifie service yot known.

Write for free booklet, which
shows our success after many emi-
nent specialiste have failed,

Modern Health Home, Abilene,
Texas. Phone 3608,

1 am noet an M. D, Neither do I
practice medicine.
D.C. M.G, N.b., D.M., and E.T.D.

Dr. M. T. Council

AUSTIN

THE DRISKILL

Europsan Plan

IS THE HOTEL

AT AUSTIN

Concluvive eveidence of the lack
of merit in the proposed project
is its enormous cost as compared
with other inland water projeets.
Its initial cost will be almost one:
fourth the total cost of building
and maintaining all the other in.
land waterways in the United
States the past 27 years.

The territory the canal would
serve has 13 times more transpar-
tation facilities now than it is
utilizing, Any additions will be
a complete ecoonmic loss. In 1934
the railroads operating between

DON'S FAIL TO READ |
GENTLEMAN OF THE HOUSE
B

\y
IDA M. DARDEN

Tpere’s a laugh' in every line of this book which will be
widely read and discussed in political cireles of the State,
: Order copy now,
Price, including postage, $1,10

Standard Printing Company
HOUSTON, TEXAS :
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A Spotlight Picture

Modern

By WFESTBROOK PEGLER
In The Houston Press

Night Club Entertainers Often
Buait for Crooks; U. S. Gam-
ing Houses Are Run by
Racketeers, With Aid
of Criminals in
Public Office.

WASHINGTON, June 2.—I sug-
gest that the editorial and adver-
tising departments of many of our
newspapers should look into the
night club and roadhouse business
pnd decide whether: they want to
rontinue to be parties to a system
pf entertainment which often serv-
es merely as a come-on for jewel
thieves, blackmailers, conmen and
gambling-house operators.

Some of our papers constantly
pxploit in their amusement sec.
tions the singers, dancers and
bandleaders who work in plants
gonducted by underworld char-act-
ers and the advertising depart
ments accept business from resorts
which are known to be dives. The
go-called society columns and gossip
fdepartments also contribute to the
publicity for places of this type
and the effect is to ballyhoo prem-
{ses which should be treated not
with cordially but suspicion and
would seem to lie within the prov
ince of the police reporter.

This connivance with the rogues
of the entertainment busiress is
due to a careless habit, a hangover
from the prohibition era, rather
than to wilfull sordiness. But,
whatever the explanation, there is
no good excuse to continue to pub-
licize as legitimate entertainment
the programs which are used for
no other purpose but to lure people
into gambling houses under alco
holic conditions.

Not All, But a Very Large
Number Are Dives

Of course, this not to say that
every rural chicken-reel or urban
eocktail parlor is necessarily a
den of sin or that the wheels are
spininng in all of them.

But not tb back down very
far, I will still insist that many
. eity resorts which are com-
stantly receiving free mention
in the papers in a tone of
voice which makes them seem
attractive are the hunting
__ grounds of thieves, swindlers
and predatory ladies of inter
2st to the police and are well
understood to be such by all
who know anything about
them.

I do not go so far as to say that
ft is the duty of a newspaper to
lead each reader around by the
hand, like a nursemaid guiding a
ehild. The people who frequent
guch places are supposed to be
grown up and to know their way
pround, and if they insist upon be-
fng suckers that is their business.
But when a paper ballyhoos a
place which is a joint by printing
pictures of the showpeople on the
program and social prattle about
those present, that comes pretty
elose to aiding and abetting.
Presently They Fall to Scrapping

and Bombing

Moreover, given this encourage-
ment the criminals who run the
plants grow stronger and bolder
gnd presently fall to scrapping and
bombing and then we have crime
waves and scandals in the police
force, the sheriff’s office and the
eounty prosecutor’s department.

At this we run pictures of
the midnight raid, the confis-
cated wheels and crap tables
and an editorial asking, “Can
auch things be?” when we
knew damn well along that
they mot only could be but
were.

Some of the people of Louisville,
Ky., are upset year after year to
read in out-of-town papers de
gcriptions of the dives which op-
erate openly on the Indiana side of
the Ohio River as accessories to
the Derby celebration. The pro.
moters of these traps are all crim
inals operating at the connivance
of crooked public officials of In-
diana and they generally arrange
to bring in, strictly as bait for the
suckers, famous Broadway enter-
tainers who are publicized as dis-
tinguished artists to the complete
neglect of their true function,
which is to create publicity and at-
tract victims. Criminals draw
other criminals and the conditions
on the Indiana side during Derby
week are so flagrant that it is no
exaggeration to describe the occa
sion as the crooks’ old home week
there.

Crookedest Town in U. S. Is

Miomi Beach

The crookedest town in the Unit-
ed States today is Miami Beach,
Fla., a beautiful winter resort
which has simply been handed over
%o the underworld of New York,
Chicago, Detroit and St. Louis in
the last 10 years. It started well
with fine intentions. Millions were
spent on good hotels and beautiful
the local politicians were grafters

Civilization

axrd some of the local business men
thought it would be a good idea to
let in just a few criminals from
the North to run gambling rooms
ag a diversion for the visitors.

But in very little time. Miami
Beach was over-run with the most
notorious racketeers and thieves ni
the United States and became the
winter quarters of Lucky Luciano,
Johny Torrio and Al Capone,
among a thousand others. The peo-
ple who own the homes will never
get their town back now.

A rather pretentious resort has
recently opened for the summer
just outside New York to the ac-
companiment of no little acclaim
in the papers. This is the most no-
torious gambling house in the New
York region and I suppose we may
assume that the operators of a
gsmbling house in such territory
are criminals.

Yet all mention of the open
ing which I have seen has had
te do with the entertainment
ond the swanky crowds to the
total exclusion of the gam-
bling, which would seem to be
much more newsy news than
the ballyhoo about the false
front.

Gambling, as such ,is not neces-
sarily bad. But gambling houses in
American communities where the
laws forbid are criminal institu-
tions run by racketeers with the
consent of criminals in public of-
fice and nobody can get around
that.

0.

COMMENTS ON THE
GUFFEY DECISION

William Green, Pres. A. F. L—
“The decision is very disappoint.
ing. It emphasizes the growing
need of organization amonk work-
ers.

“After all, we must rely on our
economic strength. If we cannot
enact legislation of this kind in an
orderly way, we will be irresist-
ibly drawn to use our economic
power; that can be done only
through thorough and complete
organization; the more -thorough
and complete it is the greater will
be our economic power.

“The decision emphasizes the
need for labor to unite in all fields
better than before.”

John L. Lewis, Pres. Miners.—
“It is a sad comentary on our form
of government when every decision
of the Supreme Court seems de
signed to fatten capital and starve
and destroy labor.”

William L. Hutchinson, Pres.
Carpenters.—“I only hope that the
United Mine Workers will realize
that only by organizing will they
get anywhere and that they will
have sense enough to stay in their
own union and use their own eco-
nomic and not depend on the gov-
ernment to get something fsr them-
selves.”

J. Warren Madden, Chairman
Labor Board.—“It is clear that the
decision does not affect the appli-
cation of the National Labor Re:
lations Act as to certain types of
industry. The extent to which the
decision does apply to that act
involves issues too important for
early determination.”

An eminent scientist gives two

reasons, among others, for his be-
lief that we are emerging from
the depression—decreasing church
attendance and increaseing mar-
riage and birth rates.

A revival of hope pushes out
faith and ends in charity, may be
one interpretation.

The dual personality of the
AAA, which made the burdern of
the share croppers worse while
bettering the lot of landlords, had
at least one beneficial result. It
taught the tenants the lesson of
ocrganization.

The Southern Tenants’ Farmers’
Union is now striking for $1.50
for a 10-hour day for its mem:
bers. And the e‘trikgrs are meet
ing with the usual opposition—
scabs, billies, and tear.gas, ac
cording to latest reports.

—The Brewery Worker.
Only Solace Left

A salesman was walking along
the street with the thermometer
at 85 in the shade. He wore a
heavy fur coat pulled close around
him. He was dripping with per
spiration and obviously uncomfort:
able.

“But vy do you vear a fur®coat
in dis veather, Ikey?”  asked a
friend in amazement.

“Vell,” said Ikey, “my vife’s
vasting my money at Miami, my
daughter’s lounging around with
a vaster, and trade here has gone
vest. In fact, the only joy I get
in life is ven I go home and take

off this darned coa”

is not now and has never been con-

SANDERFORD FOR GOVERNOR

To the People of Texas:

In announcing my candidacy for
Governor subject to the Democratic
Prima-y, July, 1936, I wish to make
the follovzing statement:

I am a native of Bell County,
Texas, and am in my 41st year. I
have had fair educational advant-
ages in the common schools, Wede-
meyer’s Academy, from which I
graduated in 1914, and wais for two
year. a studen’ in Baylor Univer-
sity of Waco. I taugnt a rural
school for one year. In the fall
of 1917, I voluntarily enlicted for
flying duty in the United States
Air Corps in which ecapacity I
served for 21 months.

I am married and have three chil-
dren, all within the scholastic age.
I have been a member of the Bap-
tist Church for over twenty years.
I served for two terms as tax col-
lector of Bell County and have
been in the automobile and asso-
ciate business continuously since
1923. I am not a lawyer. I was
elected to the State Senate from
the 21st District over two worthy
opponents in the first primary in
July, 1932.

When I am elected I shall respect
the constitutional rights of the peo-
ple to have a governor who will
stay on the job, cooperate with the
Legislat re and will neither squan-
der the people’s time nor abuse the
opportunity for service by con-
tinually engaging in social, polit-
ical and pleasurable affairs. I will
not use the powers of the office to
place my relatives on government
payrolls,

1 favor:

First. A substantial reduction of
Government expenses and where
conditions will justify I chall, if
necessary, use the veto power to
reduce appropriations twenty-five
per cent. ;

sales tax for the purpose of pay-
ing the Old Age Pension and to
take the place of the present real
estate taxes for general revenue,
schools and Confederate Pensions.

Third. I am opposed to any
state income tax, as, the Federal
Government has already preempted
the income tax field. It would be
a wise state policy to prohibit en-
actment of such a tax by constitu-
tional amendment. This would in-
vite new capital to our state, result
in the development of industry and
the employment of more labor than
perhaps any other one thing that
could be done. :

Fourth. I favor a graduated
land tax for county purposes be-
gining with small. valuations. This
will increase opportunities for home
ownership and tend to discourage
the holding of large tracts of land
for speculative purposes. The Fed-
eral Government while loaning mil-
lions to banks, railroads, insurance
companies, towns, cities and coun-
ties, could render no greater serv-
ice than to loan up to $3,000.00 at
1% percent interest on 21 years’
time, without down payment to
families with which to buy farm
homes.

Fifth. I favor a reasonable chain
store tax provided it treats every-
body alike and does not exempt any
special class of business.

Sixth. To promote employment,
1 favor a constitutional amendment
exempting from taxation all textile,
leather, paper and woolen mills,
and other similar factories for a
period of twenty years that have
50 or more employees.

Seventh. I favor the right of
suffrage being extended to any
citizen on the payment of a small
registration fee in lieu of our pres-
ent poll tax.

Eighth. I subscribe wholly to
the principles of local self-govern-
ment with the enforcement of all
laws administered honestly by local
authorities and with the backing
of the state government.

Ninth. I believe that labor has
the inherent right to organize and
bargain collectively through rep-
resentatives of its own choosing.

Tenth. Since the people of Tex-
as have voted repeal, I favor the
passag« of such laws as will in-
sure strict regulation of the liquor
traffic and reduce the evils of this
trade to 2 minimum.

I shall conduct an active cam-
paign and for the present will be
my own manager. I shall be pleas-
ed to hear from interested voters
from over the stute who may ad-
dress me at Austin, Texas.

Second. A three per cent retail

ROY SANDERFORD.

Senator A. J. Wirtz On Suit of
Utility Co’s to Stop Work
On the Colorado River
Dames.

Shown newspaper dispatches
from Washington quoting John P.
Bullington, one of the attorneys
fo r the Texas power companies
who brought the injunction suit in
the Supreme Court of the District
of Columbia to tie up funds of the
Colorado River authority and the
Brazos District, to the effect that
the power companies are trying to
subpoena R. E. Morrison, of San
Antonio, to testify in the case, A.
J. Wirtz, General Counsel of the
Lower Colorado River Authority,
said that in his opinion this was
only a move in furtherance of the
attempt of the plaintiff power com-
panies to postpone trial of the case.

“I have hitherto refrained from
giving out any interviews in re-
spect to this litigation and have
refused to be quoted in respect to
the case,” said Wirtz, “believing
that the proper forum for the trial
of a law suit is in the courtroom
and not in the newspapers; but
plaintiffs’ attorneys seem to be try-
ing to take advantage of the same
character of propaganda which was
used by the Chicago Tribune, one
of the leading anti-New Deal news-
papers, to defeat legislation in Tex-
as, and I think it should be brand-
ed for what it is.” 7

Wirtz pointed out that Morrison

nected with the Lower Colorado
River Authoritiy and never had
any right to speak for or bind it.
He said: “I have no brief for Mr.
Morrison and do not care how soon
and how often plaintiffs’ attorneys
may question him, but in my opin-
ion any testimony he could give
would not be material on any issue
respecting the constitutionality of
the law under which Mr. Ickes has
been acting, or the legality of his
acts in approving a loan and grant

Texas Under SixFlags;
Headed for The Seventh

thority.”

Wirtz pointed out that the power
companies have been long camou-
flaging their activities in respect
to the development of the Colorado
River. He said that they first pre-
tended they were not opposing leg-
islation creating a State agency to
develop and own the project, but
later & member of Mr. Bullington’s
firm appeared in the Supreme
Court to contest the validity of the
Act, and when the Supreme Court
held that the Act was constitu-
tional, they then transferred their
activities to Washington. He said
that when the suits were filed, pow-
er comnpany officials sent out pro-
paganda in the form of mimea-
graphed interviews to Texas news:
papers stating that they did not
desire to prevent the construction
of the flood control portions of the
project, when, as a matter of fact,
their Bill of Complaint asked that
the Government officials be en-
joined from advancing any funds
whatever to the Authority for any
purpose, and they are now trying
to postpone the case until Novem.
ber under a restraining order
which will have the effect of stop-
ping construction work on all of
the projects except Buchanan Dam,
and scriously interferring with it.

“The fundamental issue,” said
Wirtz, “is whether seven power
companies can dictate respecting
the ir.provement of our rivers. The
citizens in the watershed of the
Colorado River have been laboring
for more than 20 years to bring
about this improvement; it has
been endorsed by all the Governors
of the State during that period;
and has received the approval of
the Legislature, and has been held
valid by the Supreme Court of
Texas. The testimony given in the
case now pending, by Mr. John A.
Norris, who was a member of the
State Board of Water Engineers
for nearly twenty years, shows
that property damage caused by

to the Lower Colorado River Au-

floods in the Colorade River has

run- into: the tens of millions of
dollars, and has averdaged two or
three million dollars annually,
and that the loss of human life

day that the funds of the Author-
ity are tied up by injunction means
delay in completing dams which
would prevent this enormuos dam-
age and loss of life, and constitutes
a continued menace to the lives and
property of our people. Therefore,
the fundamental question is wheth-
er the selfish interests of these
seven power companies deserve
greater consideration than the in.
terests of the citizens of Texas,
and is to be given greater consi-
deration than human life.”

Wirtz said that while the plain-
tiffs’ Bill of Complaint in this case
showed they took over thirty-five
million dollars per year in receipts
from the people in Texas, they ac-
tually supplied only a little over
fifty per cent of power sold by
private utilites in Texas and that
over two and three-fourths mil-
lions of the people of Texas are
wholly without electric service,
amounting to 17 per cent of the
population without service. “In
face of those facts,” he said, “the
plaintiffs are seeking to prevent
the construction of these projects
because power will be developed
and «s’ributed from them. They
not only desire to dictate in re-
spect to the control of our rivers,
but assume to dictate in respect to
what all of the people of Texas
shall receive in the .-ay of electric
service. If they are successful in
doing this, then another flag should
be added to the collection of those
which have flown over Texas, and
the people of Texas may prepare
to do homage to the flag of the
power companies.”

Asked whether, in his opinion,
the  seven plaintiff power com-
panies had any legal right to as-
sume to dictate what new electric
facilities can be provided for the
people of Texas, Wirtz said that if
plaintiffs have assumed the ex-
clusive right to supply electric
energy to the people of Texas, and
to prevent competition by any
State agency, they are assuming
greater power than the State of
Texas, and it would indicate to his
mind that some agreements have
been made which might violate the
law against monopolies, and that
the Attorney General might be call-
ed upon to look into this phase of
the matter.

“I trust the plaintiff power com-
panies will have their officials, to-
gether with their records and con-
tracts, at the trial of the case,”
said Wirtz, “and that we will have
the opportunity of asking them a
few questions concerning the basis
of their asserted right to exclusive
power generation, distribution and
sale in the State of Texas. I
think the people should  know
whether they are claiming this
privilege by right of conquest, or
merely by agreement between them-
selves.”—The Burnet Bulletin.
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THE BUREAUCRATIC MIND

How bureaucracy operates ' to
protect itself ‘is graphically illus-
trated by the AAA report on the
status of share.croppers and ten:
ants in the South under the cotton
acreage reduction  program. The
report was made by the. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s own econom-
ists, but because its findings were
damaging to the prestige of the
AAA, it was carefully suppressed.
It has now been made public by a
Washington newspaper and the ac-
curacy of the publication is vouch-
ed for by a former AAA official,
who was discharged because he
sponsored the cause of the dispos-
sessed cotton farmers.

Since .the report was written, it
has been corroboroated by a study
made by the Federal Emergency
Relief Administration and by a
book entitled “The Collapse of Cot-
ton Tenancy,” by Dr. W. W. Alex-
ander, Assistan Administrator of
the Resettlement Administration,
and his collaborators, Charles S.
Johnson and Edwin R. Embree.
What happened in the South was
that the AAA program was dom-
inated by planters and landlords,
who in many cases grabbed the
benefits that should have gone to
share-croppers and tenants. Near.
ly a million of the latter were dis-
possessed and left without a means
of livelihood.

Suppression of the report was as
futile as it was vicious. How the
officials of AAA could suppose
that so profound a change in the
condition of the sharecroppers
could go unnoted is difficult to un-
derstand. They would stand .n far
better case before the country if
they had openly accepted responsi-
bility for a major catastrophe in
the operation of the acreage reduc:
tion program, and had taken im-
mediate remedial steps. But to the
bureaucratic mind, the instinct for
self-whitewashing is irresistible.—

St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

has run into the hundreds. Every |
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idea. :

week and thereby you will aid

benefits incident thereto. -

Do you want to take a part in.this political campaign? Do
you want to have something to say about who should be elected -
to office? Do you want to help in a eampaign having for its
purpose the election of a.proper man for Governor and the elec-
tion of competent people to other offices including the Legis-

In unity there is strength and if you want to become connected
with a unified effort to give the people a better government
and lower taxes and the enforcement of th law and other need_ed
reform, here is how you can do-it. -I have decided to bring
together the readers of the Forum in a movement to be known
s the Forum Club. It is no partnership, it is no corporation,
it is just me and you Mr. Voter if you join and together we
will start something for the: good ‘of the .people. . Here is the

Send me fifty cents and I will send you six copies of the
Forum each week from now until July 22nd. You can then hand
these papers out to the same people each week or what would
be more effective to hand them out to different people each

in the Forum’s campaign for

distribution of political irformation and you will become a mem-
ber of the Forum Club in good standing -with all the rights and.

So if you want to take some active part in this campaign
this is the way to do it and thereby we will start a movement
that will sweep this state for the:election of the right man for
Governor and he election. of the proper p-ojple to the Tegislature
who wili stand for reduction of- taxes, the payment of the old

age pension and the dissemination of other facts that will enable

the people to bring about political reform.

Senator Sanderford’s campaign is growing every day. Good

men are announcing for. the Legislature and the people have
begun to talk already and if you would like to join this move-
ment just fill out the blank hereto attached and put fifty cents

in it and address it to me at Austin, Texas, and you thereby

The country needs us both and
act together. -

Hon:. Jas. E. 7
Austin, Texs

Dear Sir:

Lecome a full fledged member of the Forum Club for the pur-
poses herein set forth. Come on. I need you arnd you need me.

that’s the reason why we must

JAS. E. FERGUSON.

I herewith' enclose you Fifty Cents-for membership in the
Forum Club and for six copies of The Ferguson Forum to be
mailed to me each week from now until July 22nd beginning

Texas.

at once. - My address is

Signed

SOME COMMENTS ON
THE MUCH DISCUSSED
GUFFEY COAL MEASURE

A little less than.a year ago,
a committee of the House of Rep
resentatives was considering a bill
which had the strong support of
the administration, but which was
regarded as unconstitutional by
many congressional lawyers of
both parties. Committee members
also favored the bill—but the con-
stitutional question made them hes:
itate to recommend its passage.
So President Roosevelt sent the
committee  brief noteé which was
to make headlines throughout the
country: “All doubts should be
resolved in favor of the bill, leav-
ing to the courts, in an orderly
fashion, the ultimate question of
constitutionality . . . I hope your
committee will not permit doubt
as to constitutionality, however
—~asonable, to block the suggested
legislation.”

That note stirred up one of the
liveliest debates in the New Deal’s
history. Friends of the adminis-
tration said that the president had
shown a sensible and logical atti-
tude—that it was up to the courts,
not a group of congressmen, to de:
cide whether or not'a law is consti-
tutional. Opponents said that the
note mad it apparent that the pres.
ident was seeking to circumvent
the basic law of the land. = =

The bill was the Guffey -act,
designed to stablize the long chao-
tic bituminous coal industry. In
effect, it created a “little NRA”
¥'th sweeping powers over. this
industry. It had hardly passed
Loth houses of congres: and re
ce'ved the presidential signature
befcre court action .was started.
Slewly it wended way  through
lower couris, with fa'r success—
Federal jurists seemed to think
that, after all, it was a constitu-
tional law Then, ¢ few weeks
250. the Supreme Coart spcke the
vtal word. The: Guffey act was
unconstitutional. : :

However, the high court’s deci-
sion did not enteirely - blast 'the
hopes . of friends of this type of
legislation, and it did bring to the
fore some interesting possibili-
ties. ki

The act imposed a tax of 15 per
cent on all the bituminous coal
mined in the country—with the
provision that operators who com-
plied with the code defined in the
act would get 90 per cent of the
tax back, while those who did not
comply with the code would get
nothing back. The Supreme Court,
in ‘a six-to-three de¢ision, read by
Justice Sutherland, held that this
was not a real tax at all but a
penalty, and was illegal.

Thus, there seems little chance
that Congress will be able to cre-
ate valid legislation to control an
industry’s labor . policy (unless
that industry is beyond doubt in
interstate commerce) ‘or to use
the power to tax to destroy ele.
ments within an industry ‘which

refuse to abide by congressional ||
strictures.

another vital provision—it allowed
a National Bituminous Coal Com-
mission appoitned by the President
to fix minimum prices at which
coal may be sold. And on this
phase of the law, the high court
wus much less definite.

The majority decision did not
pass on the constitutionality of
rrice-fixirg. It simply said that
inasmuch «s all provisions of the
act were, in its opinion, insepar
able, all must fall together if one
vere found invalid. The minority
decision, read by Justice Cardozo
and approved by Justices Brandeis
and Stone, regarded price-fixing as
legal. An a third lone decision,
read by Chief Justice Hughes, dis-
sented from the majority decision
—with which he agreed on other
phases of the act—on the grounds
that the various parts of the act
were separable, and that consid-
eration of pricefixing was pre:
mature. :

Upshot of all this is that New
Dealers feel that Congress can
pass laws fixing prices for an in-
dustry, as long as it refrains from
passing labor provisions or tax-
penalty provisions. It is apparent
that many administration aims
could be zchieved through price
fixing alone, inasmuch as wages,
working hours and similar matters
hinge to a very large extent upon
prices. Thus, those who believe
in the principles of such measures
as the NRA, are going to make

‘their sentiments again felt in pro

pose& legislation, and the poten-
tialities are highly itneresting and
important.

The Guffey Coal Act has again
rajsed discussion as to . just what
President Roosevelt” would like to
do to the Constitution.

As everyone knows, the New
Deal’s Supreme Court batting
average has been bad. It won in
the gold seizure and TVA cases—

it lost in all other cases of import-

ance, including the NRA, the
AAA, and the Railway Pension
Aet.

The opinion is growing in some
quarters that President Rosevelt,
if reelected, may go before the
people and ask for an amendment
to the Constitution which would
either curb the powers of the
High Court, or expressly make
legal acts which are now illegal.
It is thought in other quarters,
that the President may prefer to

-
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Government Assistance to
Students

All ‘young men and young women
who desire to attend schools and
colleges this fall and desire to re-
ceive assistance from the govern-
ment should make application now.
If the student desires to attend
a high school or local college,
applications should be made by
the student to the superintendent
in charge. Those who desire to
attend the State University, A.
& M. College or any other state
institution and receive govern-
ment aid,” and who reside in the
First Congressional District,
should make their wishes known
to me at once and I will see that

their applications are properly
filed immediately. I am assured
that their applications will re.

ceive every consideration.

Vocational Education

Congress seems determined to
continue vocational education, be-
lieving it is one of the best pro-
grams that has ever been under-
taken by the Federal Government.
The Southern and Western mems«
bers arc especially interested in
this legislation and will maks
every effort to obtain the maxi.
mum appropriation. The House
passed a bill adopting a perma-
nent policy of assistance in voeas
tional education. We have reasons
to belive it will soon become a law-
The funds will be used for agri-
cultural education for our farm
boys and home science  .education
for the girls who are interested
in learning better methods of home
education and for vocational train-
ing in trades and industry.

Reports of state boards of vo.
cational education reveal many ine
teresting and illuminating facts
with reference tuv the rapid and
valuable progress being made . in
this work. Evidence presented by
a State instructor of vocational
education at the hearings dis-
closed that in one rural commus
nity, where vocational education
has been taught for the past sev-
eral years, in 1955 the citizens of
the community canned  approxi-
mately 50,000 pounds of fruits
and vegetables and 170 beef cat-
tle, all of which was consumed in
the community and none of i
was shipped outside of the county.
The testimony disclosed that not
a person in that community had
been on relief during the past 3
or 4 years. Other similar and
most interesting facts and condi-
tions supporting the value and
benefits of vocational education
were submiteu to the committee.
A perusal of the hearings will dis-
close many illuminating and inter-
esting reasons why the vocational
education program should not only
be continued but should be broad.
ened as provided in the House bill,

Usual Caution

The Scotch patient was fumbling
in his pocket.

“You don’t need to pay me in
advance,” said the dentists.
© “I’'m no’ going to,” was the re-
ply. “I'm only counting my money
before you give me the gas.”

0
O

Unless you are ashamed of your+
self now and then you’re not hon*
est.

0-
O

Too Much Advice

“Are you leading the people?”

“I am,” answered Senator Sore
ghum.

“Where are you leading them?”?

“I’'m not sure. I feel like a man
who is at the steering wheel witly
hundreds of back-seat drivers.” ;

wait until a number of justices
retire—which is forecast for next
year—in the belief that he could
get a more “liberal” court through
his appointive power. Little is
heard from public officials of such
possibilities—they’re too  full of
political dynamite. — Industrial
News Review.
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