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Palestine Lawyer
Files Objection to
Allred’s Amendment

May 16, 1936
Editor Forum,
Dear Sir:

As a lawyer citizen of Texas,
well known for my frank interest
in the welfare of my state, I want
to voice my objection to the con-
stitutional amendment sponsored
by Governor James V. Allred by
which Governor Allred wants to
vest all the pardoning power into
the Board of Pardons and remove
said pardoning power from the
governor.

The power to grant pardons and
elemencies generally is, and has
ever been, one of the highest and
greatest attributes of sovereignty.
Historically speaking, this power
has ever been lodged with, and
exercised by, the supreme head of
the state, or government, in all
civilized countries. In monarchal
governments, the opwer is vested
in the king; in other absolute
forms of guvernment, it is vested
in the supreme head of the state;
in the United States, it is vested in
the President and in the several
states, it is vested in the Governors
thereof.

Now for all practical purposes,
the several states of the American
Union, are in all matters not na-
tional in scope, are sovereign, that
is independent of each other; and
go far as the exercise of sovereign
powers is concerned, independent
of each other; and for all state pur-
poses, independent of the National

‘or Federal government. 3

Since the pardoning power i an
attribute of sovereignty, it should
in the future as in the past, be
exercised in the last analysis, by
the supreme official head of the
state, the Governor.

The chief function of a Pardon
Board, should be to investigate
eauses in which clemency is
sought to the end that the Gov-
ernor may be properly advised of
the actual facts so far as intelli-
gent investigation can ascertain
the same; but the final word, in
my judgmens, should rest with the
Governor, certainly in all capital
erimes in which clemency is sought.

It is, perhaps, true in Texas that
this power has been abused by cer-
tain Governors, either through lack
of proper consideration or other-
wise. Mistakes are to be expected
now and then in all the relation-
ships of life. But there is neither
Justification nor excuse to deprive
the Governor of Texas of this at-
tribute of sovereignty permanent-
ly, merely because the present
Governor has' neither the time,
energy, courage or capacity to ex-
ercise said power. The present
Governor has, I trust, but a verp
limited tenure in office; and since
this is true, it is peculiarly inap-
propriate for him to seek to com-
pel all his successors, by contitu-
tional amenament, to renounce and

(Continued on page 3)

STANDARD OIL
OF NEW JELSEY
HAS FINE YEAR

NEW YORK, May 18.—Stand-
ard Oil Company of New Jersey
improved its financial condition in
1935, closing the year with cash of
$160,825,343 and total current as-
sets of $641,470,026, the company’s
pamphlet report revealed today.

Cash at the end of 1934 amount.
ed to $133,166,645 and current as-
sets of $608,939,709. Current lia-
bilities at the end of 1935 were
$216,132,547, against $201,774,363
at the end of 1935.

Crude oil production of the com-
pany increased 6 per cent for the
year. Gross business amounted to
$1,076,215,249, against $1,017,972,-
537. Net profit realized, previous-
ly reported was $62,863,192, equal
to $2.43 a share, against $45,618,-
960 or $1.76 a share in 1934.

Domestic consumption of gaso-
line in 1935 totaled 434,897,000
barrels, a new high record. The
company paid direct taxes in 1935
amounting to $40,417,813 and col-
lected and paid $42,393,653 in con.
sumer tax on sales. Te total tax
bill of $82,818,466 was equivalent
to $3.20 a share on outstanding
stock and compared with the 1934
total of $77,038,270 which was
equal to $2.97 a share.—Ex.

0.
0

VISCOUNT ALLENBY,
WORLD WAR HERO IS
SUMMONED IN DEATH

LONDON, May 19.—Death on
Thursday closed the brilliant ca-
reer of Lord Edmund Allenby,
England’s World War hero, who
restored Christian sovereignty in
the Holy Land afteralmost seven
centuries of Moslem domination.

The 75-year-old Viscount col-
lapsed in his study and died al-
most immediately, members of his
household said. His health had
been reported good recently.

His death removes one of the
last of Great Britain’s firstrank
war leaders, five other having
passed away within the last year.
They were Viscount Byng of Vimy
Arthur Henderson, Sir Edward
Carson, Earl Jellicoe and Earl
Early Beatty.

Viscount Allenby, who marched
into Jerusalem at the head of his
victorious troops Dee. 9. 1917,
held three knighthoods and eight-
een foreign orders, in additicn
to his viscountey.—Ex.

'Senator Sanderford

Announces Speakings

Mineola, Friday, May 22, 2:30 p.m.
Marlin, Saturday, May 23, 2:30 p.m.
San Saba, Monday, May 25th, 8:00 p. m.
Sweetwater, Tues., May 26th, 2:30 p. m.
Lubbock, Tuesday, May 26th, 8:00 p. m.
Tulia, Wednesday, May 27th, 2:30 p. m.
Amarillo, Wednes., May 27th 8:00 p. m.
Childress, Thurs., May 28th, 2:30 p. m.
Vernon, Thurs., May 28th, 8:00 p. m.
Graham, Friday, May 29th, 2:30 p. m. ||
Decatur, Friday, May 29th, 8:00 p. m.
Hillsboro, Satur., May 30th, 2:30 p. m.

Senator Sanderford will discuss at these meetings Old Age
Pensions, Sales Tax, Taxation, State Income Tax and Law
Enforcement. He especially invites the voting public to come
out and hear what he has to say.

¥ e

Mefo’s View of the Governor’s Race

By JIM, The Editor

Hon. M. E. Foster generally called MEFO editor of the Houston Press says:

*“Three Taxing Plans

Roy Sanderford says a sales tax would give Texas all
the funds needed to pay old age pensions, wipe out our
deficit and elimiate the ad valorem tax. :

Tom Huter of Wichita Falls says a gross income tax of
1 per cent with small wage earners exempted would do
the same thing and would be no tax on the poor.

F. W. Fischer of Tyler says an increased tax on our
natural resources—oil and gas—would solve the problems
and that the payments would be made by a few thousand
wealthy corporations. That 98 out of 100 citizens would
! get relief and the state would have all the tax revenue it
needed.

Governor Allred, who is a candidate for re-election,
has not told us his plans to correct the tax situations. All
men of intelligence know that something must be done.
[f you haven’t any better suggestion than one of these of-
fered, select the one you prefer and work for it and the
candidate whom you approve.

We can’t wipe out the present big deficit, pay our old age
pension and the ad valorem tax by doing nothing. Stand
for something and for somebody who advocates some
solution.”

Mefo is a deep thinker and always entertains by his language and h_is logic. Sometimes he follows the
adage, ‘“‘that discretion is the better part of valor’’ and waits a more convenient season to declare his views, how-

:ver, in this instant he has clearly called the position of the candidates for Governor. : ;
Senator Sanderford’'s statement that a sales tax would give Texas all the funds needed to pay old age

‘pensions and wipe out the deficit and eliminate the ad valorem tax is not denied by any informed person and

more over kis plan is the only one that is represented by legislation already offered by him and refused pass-
age. The people are becoming aroused, however, to the gravity of this situation and Senator Sanderford’s
position is being approved by new supporters every day and every hour. I think it well for the old age
pension people to begin to crystalize their support behind Senator Sanderford as his election would mean the
edict of the people to the next legislature to solve the pension problem and the ad valorem tax problem by
passage of the sales tax. I am asked if I approve the selective sales tax. To be sure there is no difference in
principle between the general sales tax and the selective sales tax. If by the selection of certain articles to
be taxed by the elemination of others-will bring sufficient funds to pay the pension and remove ad valotem
taxes, then that is alright and there is no cause for difference. If it takes a general sales tax to pay the pen-
sion and tremove ad valorem taxes then I am sure all sales tax advocates would join in the plan. But by the
Eternals what we want to do is to pay these pension debts. They can’t and will not be paid by the whisky
dollar tax and already thousands of these old folks are rebelling at the thought of having the young boys and
young girls drink enough liquor to produce a whisky dollar to pay sober God fearing prohibitionists in this
kind of coin.

Fischer says that he wants to pay the old age pension by a tax of 15c a barrel on oil. Lets see where we
would land if we followed his idea. He admits that 15 percent of the oil produced in Texas is consumed
and paid for by the people of Texas. Alright if we levy his tax of 15¢ a barrel on oil then it must follow
that this additional price will be added on to the price which the consuming public pays for gasoline and
that would be an additional 15¢ a barrel tax that the Texas people would have to pay and nobody would
think for a minute that the oil companies would absorb such an exorbitant tax. Then so much for the
15 percent consumed by the people of Texas. Then what would happen? In the first place it would break
all the little oil companies with one and two barrel wells and they could not compete and the thousands of
people engaged in that business would be thrown out of employment. Then the big oil companies that own
oil fields in Oklahoma, California, Kansas and Louisana would not be so foolish as to pay a 15¢ tax when
they could go to their fields in other states and produce all the oil they need and they would leave the Texas
fields high and dry and wait until a2 more convenient season when the tax would have to be reduced. But
pending such time, what would become of the thousands of laboring people now employed in the produc-
tion of oil in Texas? The oil business already pays fifty-six percent of all taxes and if by the tax they are
driven out of the state then the state would lose all of these taxes and they would have to be paid by addi-
tional levy upon other property of the people. But the greatest catastrophe would be the effect on the labor-
ing masses who now draw living wages from the oil field production of the state. These oil field workers
buy more products of the farm and ranch than any other one block of laborers in the state. Throw them
out of work with a damn foolish excessive tax rate and our financial situation in Texas would blow up and
increased relief rolls would be the order of the day. If ever there was a proposition that involved the power
of tax being the power to destroy and which would certainly destroy, it is this blame fool idea of Fischer's to tax
oil 15¢ a barrel. It would not relieve ad valorem taxes one bit because having lost the oil revenue it would
take additional ad valorem taxes to pay the taxes now paid by the oil companies. So much for Fischer
which as the people think his ignorance will be apparent.

Now Tom Hunter says that he wants to have a gross income tax exempting only the small wage earners.
This means that if you were drawing $50.00 a month, you don’t have to pay a gross income tax, but if you
were drawing $100.00 or more a month you would be classed as a high wage earner and you would have to
pay whatever was levied against your yearly income and you would not be allowed to deduct expenses while
you were earning your wages. Gross means that they tax your whole pile and let you deduct nothing. Even
the Federal Government, as burdensome as their income tax is, exempts a certain amount to the head of the
family and a certain amount to a single person and you pay on the net balance. Tom goes the whole hog
one better and won’t let you deduct.anything and by the time you got through paying the Federal tax and
Tom Hunter’s gross tax you certainly would look like a picked rooster and well picked at that. - This pro-
position of Hunter’s ought to be a warning to the people of the danger of puttig such a man as that in office.
There is no telling what he would propose if given a little power. If he were elected, he would highway to
the seclusion of a West Texas cavern, as he did two years ago, and prepare foolish vagaries to bother the
Legislature with from time to time. As Tom exempts nobody only the small wage earner, then he would
tax the large wage earner, he would tax his farmer friend, he would tax all professions and while he says
that he thinks that a one percent tax will produce enough yet he leaves himself open to the passage of a law
that would make the sky only the limit that would be put on the gross earnings of the people in their dif-

ferent avocations.

But the people have already got Tom’s number and he is only regarded as a slow horse that has been
tried twice and couldn’t get in the running. There is not a candidate in the field but what could beat Hunter
in the run-off. : |

‘But as Mefo calls attention, Governor Allred has dodged the issue up to date so far as a platform

is concerned. He continues to gallivant around the country making poor speeches and doing nothing to solve
: (Continued on page 3),

Holiday Men Get Fill
Of ‘Legal Moratorium’
And Go Into Action

SANDERFORD 1S
GAINING GROUND
REPORTS SHOW

Senator Roy Sanderford made a
brief call at his headquarters at
Driskill Hotel today and reports
most favorable prospects of his
growing favor with the people
as indicated in their reception of
his speeches and their personally
expressed approval of the policies
as announced by him. The people
are especially approving of his
fight for a pension law in agree-
ment with the amendment as voted
by the people last year; and are
demanding in no uncertain tones
that arrangements be made to pay
this pension to the aged of Texas
instead of spending the money to
keep up a political machine to
support the “Show Boyy” so much
in the spotlight in and out of the
state at this time.

Concerning the late episode
along this line, Senator Sander-
ford said:

“Gov. Allred’s sudden dash,
again to Washington, I trust, in-
dicates that he has finally become
impressed ‘with his own utter fail-
ure in providing properly for the
welfare of the aged, and in carry.
ing .ut the will of the people. He
has continually played politics on
the 'pension question, and his re-
fusal to re-convene the Legisla.
ture has not only defeated the will
of the people on payment of ‘pen-
sions, but has caused the loss of
large Federal appropriations for
crippled children, for
mothers and for unemployment
insurance by fail“re to pass state
laws to conform with the Federal
Securities Act. Many other states,
as a result of alert leadership, are
receiving these benefits; but when
the spotlight and movie cameras
begin to click on Mr. Allred, he
then forgets helpless mothers, crip-
pled youth and hungry aged.”

‘SEA SERPENT’
NABBED ALIVE
AT SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO, Cal., May 19.—
It’s not a big one like the Loch-
ness Monster, but San Diego today
claimed a “sea serpent” of its own
—alive and in fighting trim.

Jim Oliveri, skipper of the fish-
ing boat Latin Jem caught the
creature and said in all his 35
years marine life he never had
seen anything like it.

Oliveri got his “serpent” when
he pulled up a rock bass trap.
There weren’t any rock bass in it,
but instead a four-foot something
with a blunt, snake.like head and
sharp teeth.

A long fin reached from its gills
to the tip of its tail on both top
and bottom sides. Tie back was
dark brown, with mottled spots.
Its disposition was ugly.

The find was reported to the
Scripps Institution of Oceanog-
raphy, where scientists are at-
tempting to identify it for the
aquarium, %

helpless

--Acting Governor Refuses to Act,
So Farmers Mobilize to Halt
Evictions Permitted under
Welford Moratorium.

Unable to obtaln protection un-
der. Acting Governor Walter Wel-
food’s “legal moratorium,” debt-
burdened North Dakota farmers
are again working through their
local Farmers Holiday associations
to halt foreclosures and exictions.

While paid propagandists extoll
the merits of the “legal morato-
rium,” creditotrs in all sections of
the state are daiiy going forward
with foreclosures and disposses-
sions which were prohibited by ex-
ecutive order under the real mora-
torium proclaimed by Governor
William Langer. Within the past
few days. The Leader has been
notified By Holiday officials of
two instances where the Holiday
association has halted evictions of
farm families after they had been
denied the Welford “moratorium.”

Stutsman Eviction Blocked

On April 27, approximately 150
members of the Stutsman County
Holiday association assembled to
prevent the eviction of Carl Mosier
from his farm home near Medina.
An insurance company foreclosed
on the Mosier farm some time ago
and this spring representatives of
the company prepared to evict Mr.
Mosier.

On April 23, members of the
Holiday association explained the
situation in a letter to Acting Gov-
ernor We!ford and asked him to
intercede in behalf of Mosier. A
copy of the letter to the acting
governor follows:

“You may have heard about Carl
Mosier’s case, a farmer N. E. of
Medina. Insurance company fore-
closed on his land some time ago.
Today they sent the sheriff out
to put him off but the Holiday
association stopped it for the time
being. Because this man is almost
half throuagh seeding now we are
asking your support to settle this
matter without any further trou-
ble. The cempany insist on the
eviction and if we let anything
like that start we won’t have very
many farvmers left in the state,
Please reply as soon as possible to
prevent any trouble.”

No Reply from Welford

Acting Governor Welford did not
even take the trouble to anwer this
urgent appeal for immediate aid
and by his silence gave tacit ap-
proval to the insurance company’s
plan to evict Mosier.

Discovering that they could not
depend upon the acting governor
and his “legzl moratorium” for as-
sistance, members of the Stutsman
County Holiday association decided
to take matters into their own
hands. After the 150 farmers had
gathered at the Mosier farm April
27 to hait the eviction, represen-
tatives Jf the insurance company
saw that they meant business and
immediately offered to settle the
case,

Under an agreement worked out
by the Holiday board headed by
Theodore Carlson, president, Mo-
sier will remain on his farm for
another season.

A further illustration of how the
“legal moatorium” operates was
reported to 'The Leader this week
by members of the Bergen Local
of the Holiday association who
halted the eviction of the William
and Harry Kleinschmidt families
from their firm home four miles

(Continued on page 3)

A REQUEST

When you have read your copy of
Forum will you please pass it on to
some one else? Thanks. We will ap-
preciate this spirit of co-operation on
your part; and your friends will ap-
preciate your service to them.




Page Two

THE FERGUSON FORUM e d A -

Thursday, May 21, 1936

THE FERGUSON FORUM

Published Every Thursday by
THE FERGUSON FORUM

$1.00
$4.00

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE PER YEAR..
IN CLUBS OF FIVE PER YEAR

Entered as second class matter at the Post Office at Austin,
Texas, under the Act of March, 1879,

BUSINESS AND EDITORIAL OFFICES. 806 EWELL NALLE
BLDG., AUSTIN, TEXAS
Phone 9546 P, 0. Box 1158

ADVERTISING RATES ON APPLICATION

JAS. E. FERGUSON

Manager and Editor

;

ORUM IS NOT JUST ANOTHER NEWSPAPER—
fer IT IS DIFFERENT

ON THE SPOT

(By THE EDITOR)

Governor Allred seems to be going around and around trying
to get his old age pension troubles in some way settled. Last
Saturday while he was making a speech out at Stephenville he
got some information that his relations with the Washington au-
thorities was about to blow up, in so far as the Social Security
Law was eoncerned under which he hopes to get money to match
the money received from the Whiskey Dollar tax. He hurriedly
took a plane to Washington and took his pension director and
labor commissioner with him to help still the troubled waters.
[t was given out by Mr. Carpenter the pension director that they
wanted to get one and one-half million dollars from the Federal
Government to match the Texas money. It is funny how they
sontinue to try to keep their whole pension procedure behind the
curtain and under the cover. Carpenter says he estimates there
will be 66,000 eligible for pensions. If that is all that will be
llowed to draw pensions, there will be well over 125,000 more
hat ean qualify under the constitutional amendment but will be

ut out by the Allred law. But even if there is only 66,000 that
il get pensions of $180.00, it will take a total of $11,880,000.00
i» pay the bill. So when they pile the.whlskey money and the
;ocial security money up together it will only be $3,000,000.00
‘ust emough to pay 66,000 people for three mont}ns and over
195,000 will get what the little boy shot at, nothing. Jimmy
\llred has just begun to realize how he has neglected and over-
‘soked enforcement of the pension situation. There are many
:1ings he has overlooked. Congress passed the Social Security
\et nearly a year ago. About 30 states have complied with the
i'ederal law and have had their plans for old age pension ap-
roved. Grants have already been made by the Social Security
I30ard and thousands of people are receiving their pension. While
i he Texas law did not become effective until Fbruary 14th,, there
/88 nothing to prevent Texas from having its plan ready and
. pproved during the month of February. By this it would have
_iven the old folks their pension checks for February, March,
\pril and May. As it is the old people in Texas are not re-
eiving their pension money for these months wl:ule. the old
‘olks in many other states will have their money for this period.
'exas only complied with one phase of the Social Secur*ty Act.
't has made no provision for dependent childrqn, the blind and
‘nemployment insurance as provided in the Social Security Law.
'here are many dependent children in Texas who could have
rsceived the benefit of this act if Allred had cooperated with the
logislature and taken steps to comply with the Federal law.
'n other words these children will be precluded from enjoying
Lenefits from these federal funds while the children of other
tates will be getting their share. Thy will have to pay the
penalty of a child in the Governor’s office. The same is true
‘n reference to the blind. If Allred, during all the time he was
:alavanting around to California and all over the country with
the Centennial party, besides the time wasted in crowning queens
.nd opening bridges, had concerned himself with the pension
question both state and national, he would not have to .be
lying back and forth to Washington to straighten up something
shat has been neglected for nearly a year. . ' :

Allred now says he is not going to call the legislature until
next year and in the meantime thousands of old folks as well as
the needy children, the blind people and the unemploymnt in-
surance demands will continue to be neglectd and these wox:thy
people will be deprived of that which they would have received
if they had not had a boy in the Governor’s office.

Senator Sanderford over a year ago introquced a con;plete
law providing for the payment of the pension in full and if the
Governor will call the Legislature today, he will again- offer phe
bill providing for the full and prompt payment of the pension
and the levy of a sales tax to get the money to pay with.

Mr. Voter it is up to you to decide whether you want Sander-
ford, the sales tax and the pension paid in full or whether you
want Allred and a small installment only paid on the pension
obtained from the tax from the Whiskey Dollar.

“GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE”

(By AUSTIN CALLAN)

Well, some snooper has subpoenaed and re§d my telegrams.

I was getting ready to run for the Legislature and put a
stop to bad government. I felt it was up to a statesman like
myself to do it and I had already picked out the sty%e of lobbyist
who was to make up my mind on important questions. But a

leak developed in my political balloon and it’s all blown up.

A book did it—'‘Gentleman of the House,”” by Ida M. Darden.

I admit the pages scintillate with wit, humor, and the finest of
patire. But the kind of a lawmaker I expected to make is cleverly
depicted. The author takes the budding, gushing “Gentlem.an_ of
the House’’ fresh from his conquering campaign of baby-kissing
and back-slapping and puts him to wresizling ‘wgth ‘more serious
problems like combating cockroaches, curing social ills and eclut-
tering up parlor windows with cigarette stubs.

Then all at once the gong sounds and the vietim is pushed over
a precipice. E

I%Vheg he wakes up he realizes that he walked ‘‘slap-dab’’ into
8 trap and he crawls away sore and dejected. He doesn’t know
whether he could save the country or not, and what is more, he
doesn’t give a whoop.—LaGrange Journal.

Honor Those who Voted Against War

WASHINGTON.—A wreath was placed on the statue of
the late Senator Robert La Follette in Statuary Hall Mon-
day, April 6, honoring those who voted against war, nineteen
years ago. Senator Robert La Follette Jr. of Wisconsin,
Representative Knutson of Minesota, Col. A. W, Little, Miss
Jeannette Rankin, first woman member of Congress, and
former Representative Edward Keating.—AP report.

THE SALES TAX A MONEY
SAVER .

If you are a farmer or working man earning
$300 per year and contributing $5.00 per month
to aid a dependent relative over 65 years of age

it costs you per year. $ 60.00
If you vote a 3% sales tax to pay the old age pen-
sion and spend your entire $300 the tax per year
will be y 9.00
Saving to you $ 51.00
Your dependent relative now receiving from you
the sum of $ 60.00
If granted the $15.00 per month pension ag au-
thorized by our state constitution he would re-
ceive per year. 180.00
Subtracting the $60.00 which you are now giving
him T ; 60.00
Increase in relative’s annual income...................... $120.00
If he qualifies under the Federal Security Act he
would receive per annum an additional................ $180.00
Increase to your dependent relative’s income........_.. $300.00
Saving to you $ 51.00
Total increase in fomily income per year............ $351.00

If you do not have a dependent relative over 65 years of
1 age, then you hope to reach the age of 65 yourself, and
when you do, you will want to participate in the Old Age
Assistance Fund which you have helped to create.

VOTE FOR SANDERFORD-SALES-TAX SECURITY.

WHO IS WORTHY?

(By T. H. McGREGOR)

Th Consitutional Amendment authorizing old age pensions
embraces a plan for a just, equitable, fair, impartial, humane,
simple, dignified and honorable Old Age Pension Law, capable
of. easy, expeditious, efficient and economical administration
wllthout putting additional burdens of government upon the peo-
ple.

Under the amendment every man and woman over 65 years
of age who has (1) resided in Texas a fixed period of time and
who 4s not (2) an habitual eriminal. (The term habitual erimin-
al is defined by Statute (P-C 61-64) and can be established for
the purposes of the pension act by record evidence.) (3) Is not
an habitual drunkard. (This term is also defined by Statute.
(Civil Statute, Art. 4104.) This also is to be established by record
evidence.) .(4) Or who is not an inmate of a Sate supported
institution. This is also to be established by the records of such
institution. Thus the question of who is and who is not qualified
to receive a pension under the amendment is of accurate and easy
ascertainment—simplicity itself. So simple that even a way-
faring man, though a member of the Legislature need not err
therein. ~

Then the amendment says that each shall receive not to exceed
fifteen dollars per month. The Constitution secures the equality
of the pensioners and gives each the same amount not to exceed
fifteen dollars per month each. What that amount shall be is a
Legislative qiestion which the Legislature itself must fix and
whiﬁh must be uniform, all qualified receiving the same amount
each,

A pension law then should follow the language of the Constitu-
tion and give such pension to all persons qualified unde the
Constitution and give to each one so qualified a pension not to
exceed fifteen dollars per month fixing the amount at a definite
sum of not to exceed fifteen dollars per month.

WHO TO QUALIFY APPLICANT?

The next and a proper question then is who, or what govern-
mental agency, shall pass on the question of whether an appli-
cant is or is not qualified to receive a pemsion. I think the
various commissioner’s courts of the respective counties would
be an ideal agency to decide that question. From an adverse
decision by that body the applicant should have the right of
appeal to the Distriet Court of that county. The procedure
would be simplicity jtself. The applicant would file a written,
sworn statement with Commissioners Court which should be
heard not less than 10 nor more than 15 days from date of filing.
Such statement setting forth the jurisdictional facts entitling him
to a pension. If he proved the statement to be true the Com-
missioners Court would certify that fact to the State Comptroller
who would thereupon put applicants name on the pension rolls
where it would stay until pensioner died or moved from the
State or became disqualified by becoming an habitual drunkard
or criminal or an inmate of a State supported institution. If he
failed to prove the truth of the application the Commissioners
Court would decline to so certify and applicant would not become
a pensioner. He should have the right of appeal from the Com-
missioners Court to the District Court of the county in which the
application had been filed.

The Comptroller would keep bound volumes, properly indexed
of all pensioners open for inspection to the public. These volumes
would constitute a poll of active pensioners which would con-
stitute the mailing lists of the department on which to send on
the monthly pension checks.

All this procedure would require would be the employment of
a few extra clerks in the Comptroller’s Department and postage
and printing of proper forms and books of records. It would
not involve the appointment of a board with 687 investigators,
and investigator of investigators and a Press Agent.

I will not vote for any man for the Legislature nor Governor
who does not openly, publicly and repeatedly declare that he
favors an Old Age Pension Law in the language of: the Consti-
tution,

“SIDELIGHTS"

(By JESSE J. GORMAN, Houston, Texas)

The Texas Centennial is a glorious heritage to the people of
this great State . . . an Empire bought by the blood and sacrifice
of our brave pioneer forefathers and patriots. One hundred years
of progress and freedom will show the world what freedom means
to any State or Nation. .

According to the total of all financial transactions made in
1935 from one penny upward, a two percent sales or transaction
tax would bring in $30,000,000 to the State to be used for paying
the old age pensions, or a three percent sales tax would bring in
$45,000,000. Whether we favor or do not favor the sales tax
way of raising money, we are compelled to admit it is a practical
and equalized method to take eare of our old folks who are
eligible for old age pensions . .. and the same two or three per-
cent is rapidly turned back into CIRCULATION; creating a
constant buying power and benefit to all citizens. It is NOT an
expense—it its a WISE INVESTMENT.

If our best economist are correct, then smile Texas smile, for
Tefas is about one billion dollars better off financially and other-
wise than in 1933 . . . since the depression has lifted its heavy
wings to the extent of a billion dollars. Yet, we have multiplied
thousands of people in our great State who are still ‘‘treading
the mill,”” out of work, depressed and discouraged. Rather a
sad picture in a State big enough and rich enough to take care
of several times its present population. The equal redistribu-
tion of wealth and opportunities is the flaming need of the hour.
‘‘Equal rights to all, with speecial privileges to none’’ must come
to pass, if America ever expects to witness again a full and com-
plete prosperity and happy satisfied people. No country can be
normal whose citizens are oppressed by dischriminations and in-

eqaulities,

“WE THE PEOPLE"

‘“We, the peopls of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic iran-
quility, provide for the common defense, promote the gen-
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our posterity, do ordain and estadblish this CONSTI-
TUTION for the United States of America.”’—Preamble to
The Constition,

A LAND TAX

(By SAM H. CANTRELL)

The question of valuation of land is a simple one fo. the county
tax assessor yet a rather difficult one for the tax expert. The
Texas ad valorem tax produces about $22,000,000 each year with
the exception of & 25 per cent delinquency.

If there were uniformity in the classification of real property
the question of valuation would not be such a difficult ene.
Some advocate a system of valuation for buildings based on con-
struction cost but that is hardly a fair system. The fairest system
that can be set up will be ene based on production income and
rental income. i

Whatever the system be that will take the place of the present
system of valuation of real property for tax purposes the re-
placing system should be used for local units only. A number of
states have abolished ad valorem taxes for state purposes and
others have set limitations on values and rates. Texas is chang-
ing from a wholly rural people to a state with industrial faeili-
ties. It is time for Texas to cast off its swaddling clothes real
property tax and put on a system workable and effective.

From studies made by Professor L. P. Gabbard of Texas A.
& M. College it ig found that large land owners as a rule have
a percentage of valuation lower than do small land owners of
the same county. The difference in percentage runs from 10 per
cent to 100 per cent., Which means that in the poorer counties
the small land owner is not only paying a disproportionate
amount of taxes to the state because of higher valuations as com-
pared to more wealthy counties, but that he is paying much more
in state taxes because his percentage of valuation is much greater
than the percentage of valuation of the large land owner in his
own county or of other counties.

A land tax for local purposes will give the small land owner
or the small property owner relief. Such a tax should be gradu-
ated. It would be a good plan to abolish all ad valorem taxes for
state purposes, use the present valuations set for large landed
properties for local revenues and scale down retrogressively the
valuations on lesser properties. When new valuations are made
they should be made on preduction value than otherwise. If a
ranchman chooses to build a nice home on some remote corner of
his properties so that he may have rest and silenee, his con-
struction would not be as valuable as some man who built in
town at the same cost but who gets the conveniences of the ecity
and inherits an unearned inerement value because of his loca-
tion.

A graduated tax should be assessed according to the nature
and type of properties concerned, their production capabilities;
the largest properties having the highest unit of cost and the
greatest produectivity income should be given the highest valua-
tion and the lesser properties on down the scale. Local rates
would be applied according to local needs. But the element of
playing politics with the state loser will no longer affect the
state tax system. A taxpayer of a local district will then know
-where to place the blame for his tax load if it becomes too heavy
or too burdensome.

A graduated land tax is not an experimental innovation to he
introduced into the tax system. It is a solution to the problem of
local needs and local justice. It will not solve all the problems
in local taxation, but it will place responsibility on local ad-
ministrative agents who should have it.

There are two foundamental principles that underlie taxation,
namely: that those who receive benefits from the government
should contribute to the maintenance of such government; and
second, taxation should be placed on those most able to bear it.
Local -peoples should get more benefits from local revenues than
any one else, hence should support such taxes that maintain the
enhancement of their property values and which permit them to
have security in possession and of protection. Since large prop-
erty holders have a congealed value because of largeness of posses-
sions and their security and protection may cost more as well as
their ability to pay is greater, theirs should be the higher valua-
tions. i

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

(By A. P. PEIRCE)
THE CRIME OF DEFLATION

The erime of deflation, worked by the Federal Reserve Bank-
ings system, struck down, in twenty short months (from Jan, 1st,
1920 to Aug 1st, 1921) the price of every commodity produced by
honest labor. Wheat fell from $2.63 to $1.23 per bushel; eorn
from $1.7 to 55¢ ; eotton from 40c to 12¢ per pound, and wool from
$1.23 to 49c; and good fat steers from $15.92 to $8.77 per ewt,

The total value of farm erops was cut in value from $13,500,-
000,000 in the year 1919 to $9,000,000,000 in 1920 and to $5.-
675,00,000 in 1921. In other words farmers were jipped out
of over ten billions of dollars in the loss of value of their crop
in those two years. What a pity the farmers could not have had
this fine sum applied on his indebtedness. The pirates of finance
do not intend to allow him to get out of debt to them,

- HOW WAS IT DONE?

Simply by deflating the money and the bank eredit of the
country. By their own reports the Federal Reserve banks show
that their currency was deflated $923,020,000 and that their
loans and discounts were hammered down from $3,099,672,000
in Oct. 1920 to $1,520,255,000 in August, 1921,

We have seen the vast amount of loss suffered by the pro-
ducers now who do you suppose were the gainers by this piece
of high finanece? The short selling speculators of Wall Street
who had been given the ‘‘Tip’’ that this thing was te be pulled
off seem to have fared pretty well. The plan seemed to be held
for a gentle surprise for the rest of us. .

They told us, when the Federal reserve bank law was being
discussed in congress and being considered by the people, that
the Federal Reserve System would ‘‘prevent unfair and undue
constriction of credit with its consequent paralizing effect on
business and on the productive energies of the nation.”” They
told us also that ‘‘men will not be thrown cut of employment
wholesale throughout the country by the fright of financial and
economic panie, but finance and commerce will be steady, also
‘‘there will be no national wave of depression nor undue feverish
bouyaney.”’ :

Have they kept their pledge? No, No, NO, a thousand times
NO. The controll of our finances is even yet in the hands of the
pirates worse than ever before. :

The total capital of the twelve Reéserve Banks in 1920 was
$94,234,000. Their total net earnings (they ecall it earnings)
that year (see pages 153 and 54 of ‘‘Fedéral Reserve Bulletin
of Feb. 1921) were $151,408,031. What percent of profit would
you think that is? 160.7%. _

Is it any wonder they can make a profit when the government
furnishes them with the currency they issue without cost to them,
stands behind it to make it good and makes them a present of all
the profit from loaning it?

Why should not the profit from issuing paper money (eredit
money) belong to the general government? What does the gov-
ernment gain by making bankers a present of that profit? If
the government would furnish you with perfectly good money
and allow you to loan it out and keep all the profit would you not
think you had a special privilege?

The above was written in December, 1921. How much greater

has been the crime of deflation in 1929¢

A SALES TAX NUT

If the sales tax is not paid to the government the: mer-
chant keeps it. In other words, the purchaser does not save
anything by not having the sales tax—it is a question of
whether you will give something to your government or to
the merchant who already charges you a profit of from 20
to 80 