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The World So Hungry 
For Truth It Consumes 

Falsehood, If Coated
Why The Opposition?

By JIM, The Editor

(From the Greenville Messenger)
I f  there was ever a time when 

this old world needed preachers, 
as spiritual leaders, and states
men, as political leaders, to supply 
the hunger for service and truth, 
along vith the exposing of frauds 
that are but slightly coated to put 
over a cheat, that time must be 
now.

Luxury loving and self-serving 
leaders just fail to count the cost 
as they declare an affection for 
the people, after the order o f a 
libertine who would deceive and 
misuse—for selfish purposes— a 
simple and innocent maiden, who 
hungers for pure affection and is 
fed the most bitterly poisoned type 
by him who is her chosen leader.

Hungry people, not trained in 
either material or spiritual ana
lysis have fallen too readily for 
fulsome flattery and been denied 
too vften the bold and honest ex
planation that spiritual and politi
cal leaders as clearly owe as that 
a shepherd owes the duty o f pro
tecting his lambs from the wolves 
that would devour.

It is a most serious matter to 
cause people to take poison food, 
that slowly but surely paralyzes 
power and the desire to sacrifice 
and to serve. The poison is often 
attractively labeled, as offered, 
with the poison neatly hidden from 
view. Hungry people, who are 
careless o f analysis anyhow, just 
proceed to consume in ravenous 
fashion.

Spiritually we have a hungry 
world. Here our pulpiteers, in the 
main, are not crying out for the 
plain and rugged truth, that would 
expose the frauds, by merely hid
ing themselves behind the rugged 
Cross, while holding up the loving, 
the serving, the sacrificing Christ.

This is the only type of season
ing that will purify the spiritual 
food for which the world hungers 
so sorely that it will swallow a 
golden calf, falsely labeled. Plain 
truth the only way to climb to the 
elevation where genuine peace and 
joy, for which the world is so hun
gry, is to be found.

Our ministers—too many of 
them—love public plaudits and 
banquet parading more than they 
love the sacrificial role, so neces
sary in leading an over-dined and 
over-wined congregation into the 
path., of sacrificial and loving ser
vice. It is love for suffering hu
manity that leads to a joy that is 
as far superior and more rich in 
nutricious spiritual food, as is the 
bread, ground from the whole 
grain, superior as material food, 
to that made from the mash that 
has been fermented and stilled to 
extract the spirits for the carous
ing banquet.

It was at a great feast where 
Belshazzar was made to see the 
handwriting on the wall that read: 
"Thou are weighed in the balance 
and found wanting.”  I f we are not 
putting on a national feast, where 
the ordinary worker seeks a ticket 
to this feasting table—public pay 
roll—surely our observation is ser- 
ously at fault. A weak spiritual 
prophet who cannot interpret this 
writing on the public wall.

(Continued on page 3)

SANDERFORD IS 
WELL RECEIVED 

HERE TUESDAY
Candidate for Governor, of Bel

ton, Submits Platform to 
Voter 8

(The Caldwell News)

Senator Roy Sanderford, o f Bel
ton, Bell county, who is a candi
date for governor of Texas, criti
cized the Allred administration in 
his speech on the courthouse lawn 
here Tuesday afternoon. His 
speech included a discussion of old 
age pensions, the sales tax, in
come tax and other forms of taxa
tion, law enforcement and home 
ownership. Senator Sanderford 
was introduced here by County A t
torney Hays Bowers. The candi
date presented an appearance of 
good looks, pleasing personality, 
tall, commanding and straight as 
an arrow. His platform was mas
terly -'resented and was received 
with applause.

Senator Sanderford is a native 
Texan, the son of tenant farmer 
parents. He received a high school 
education and furthered his studies 
at Baylor University. Sanderford 
volunteered his services in the 
World War and served in the air 
corps. He served Bell county as 
tax collector for several years, 
after which he was elected to the 
State Senate, and has held that 
position for the past four years. 
He owns and operates the Ford 
agency in Belton.

In his speech here Tuesday he 
declared for economy, proposed a 
25 percent reduction on appropria
tions, favored a 3 percent sales 
tax out of which he expects to pay 
all persons entitled to the old age 
pension. He further advocated to 
relieve lands, livestock and stocks 
of merchandise in city and town 
and country from the present ex
cessive burden of taxation. He 
proposes to pay the present State 
deficit out of a reasonable tax on 
gas, oil, sulphur, and other min
erals. He is opposed to a state 
incc e tax, holding that the Fed
eral government holds that field. 
He is in favor of a local self gov
ernment.

---------------- o----------------

WHY THE SELECTIVE DRAFT 
ACT

General Smedley D. Butler, re
viewing America’s entry into the 
W o -'l War, said: "The Amreican 
people would not have supported 
the last war if they had had a 
chance to vote on it. I was on the 
inside cf that war, and I can tes
tify that between the war declara
tion on April 6 and the beginning 
of conscription at the end of the 
month only 38,000 persons volun
teered. The War Department got 
scared and instituted the universal 
draft.”

Senator Sanderford has put a plank in his platform calling for a three percent sales tax on all commercial 
sales. That is, he means that on every mercantile sale made, the merchant shall pay to the state at regular 
intervals three percent. In other words, if a customer buys one dollars worth of merchandise the merchant shall 
pay to the state government three cents. Nearly all the big retail merchants will or are already opposing 
Senator Sanderford's proposition.

In addition to the opposition o f the large retail merchants our laboring friends especially in the large 
cities are also opposing this tax. The labor leaders are taking the position that it is a tax on poverty and 
for that reason it ought not to become a law.

The question arises what is the reason for the opposition to this tax from these two sources. What is 
the impelling reason that causes the big merchant to fight the tax? What is the reason that causes the labor
ing people to oppose this tax so necessary to run the Government?

Let me deal with these two oppositions in the hope that nobody will be mislead by the opposition of 
the merchants and that the laboring man will see what his duty is, in the premises.

Year before last at a hearing on the sales tax proposition before the legislative committee, I had oppor
tunity to interrogate some o f the large merchants and everybody was astounded at their admission. I asked 
them and pushed them for an answer and forced them to admit that the retail merchants had a gross profit 
of from twenty-five to as high as seventy-five percent. The gross profit on womens hats runs in some in
stances to as high as one hundred percent and averages more than sixty percent.

This means that if the ever faithful housewife buys a hat or a pair o f shoes or a dress for herself or 
any member o f her family and pays $10.00 for it she is paying a gross profit to the merchant o f $6.00 and the 
three percent tax if added on it would be only 30c more. As this campaign progresses, I hope the masses of 
our people will enter into a diligent inquiry as to how much gross profit is added to their purchases by the 
merchants. By so doing we can get some real information as to why all this opposition against the sales tax 
by the merchants and the politicians who represent them. Hereafter when you go to buy any article o f mer
chandise just ask the merchant what the cost price o f that merchandise was and you will be surprised at 
what you will find out.

 ̂ The real reason o f all this opposition is that while the merchant is collecting a gross profit o f from forty 
to sixty percent on dry goods and from twenty to thirty percent on groceries and hardware, they are raising 
a big hue and cry about the sales tax being a tax on poverty which ought not to be allowed.

Selfishness is the real cause o f all this mercantile opposition to the sales tax. Notwithstanding their 
custom o f adding from thirty to sixty percent profit on cheir sales, they are not willing for the customer to 
pay three percent to help educate the children and support the government. It is allright for them to get 
their pound o f flesh and notwithstanding their enormous added percent that they collect from the masses, 
they want to play the dog in the manger and prevent the government from collecting a tax absolutely neces
sary for its support.

If the merchant wants to add the tax to the cost o f his goods the law would give him the right to do 
so just like it now gives him the right to add thirty to sixty percent in the conduct o f his business. If he 
does not want to add the three percent sales tax to the cost o f his goods, certainly he collects enough already 
to absorb whatever sales tax he might want to give to his customer. It certainly does look like that any fair 
minded merchant who has already added thirty to sixty percent to his goods ought to be willing when he 
makes a sale to pay the government three percent. But the desire for greed and profit makes them want to 
have their cake and eat it too at the same time. The merchants thirty to sixty percent is profit. The gov
ernment sales tax o f three percent represents no profit, but only money paid to support the government. So 
I hope nobody will be deceived hereafter about the pretended philanthropy by the merchants and his com
plaint o f a sales tax that represents only a small part of the transaction between him and his customer.

Our friends the laboring people are beginning already to open their eyes and see that there are two sides 
to this sales tax question. Listening to the politicians who were employed by the merchants to fight this tax, 
many o f our laboring friends have just been deceived about the true facts in the case. N o doubt our laboring 
friends are not generally aware o f the enormous profit added on to the cost o f what they buy, by the mer
chants. If they just knew that the merchants was adding thirty to sixty percent to the cost o f his goods, 
they would not be very much longer deceived by the merchants in his complaint against a measly three percent 
sales tax. Let our laboring boys remember that this sales tax will not cost the merchant a red cent unless he 
has already added enough profit that will enable him to absorb the tax. What I am kicking about is these 
merchants absorbing the profit and absorbing the tax too and posing as a great friend of the laboring masses.

I take it for granted, in fact, I know that our laboring masses are just as patriotic as any other part of 
our citizenship and they ought not to allow themselves to be further put in the attitude and subject to the 
charge that they do not want to pay their part o f  the government support. The government sales tax does 
not cost anybody anything unless they buy. If anybody is able to buy more they pay more taxes. If they 
buy less their taxes are proportionately less. If anybody is able to pay something to support the government 
they ought to be willing to do so. All this hue and cry about the sales tax being a tax on poverty is not 
true and it is an insult to the intelligence o f anybody who will investigate. If the head of a family is able 
to buy only $100.00 worth o f merchandise in a year, the tax is only $3.00. If they only buy $500.00 
worth, the tax *is only $15.00. On the other hand if anybody is able to buy a $3500.00 automobile, the 
tax will be $105.00 and ought to.be. In fact, the sales tax is the fairer tax to the laboring masses than any 
tax that was ever levied. And let us be frank about it, that in the last analysis the people will pay the tax 
and if the merchants will pay in proportion to the profit they make, then we w on’ t hear any more appeal by 
the demigogue about the sales tax being unfair.

Let me call attention to the fact that if the sales tax is not adopted, then there will be no reduction on 
ad valorem or real estate values in this country, and the present high taxes on property will continue to 
afflict us.

Senator Sanderford 
Announces Speakings

Mt. Pleasant, Friday, May 15,2:30 p.m. 
Waxahachie, Sat. May 16, 2:30 p.m. 
Eastland, Tuesday, May 19th, 2:30 p.m 
Weatherford, Wed. May 20, 2:30 p.m. 
Sherman, Thursday, May 21, 2:30 p.m. 
Mineola, Friday, May 22, 2:30 p.m. 
Marlin, Saturday, May 23, 2:30 p.m.

Senator Sanderford will discuss at these meetings Old Age 
Pensions, Sales Tax, Taxation, State Income Tax and Law 
Enforcement. He especially invites the voting public to come 
out and hear what he has to say.

And let me emphasize right here that if we do not pass a sales tax, we are not going to be able to pay the 
Old Age Pension and these hair-brain politicians has just as well meet the issue. In return for whatever is 
collected for the sales tax, the government will hand it back to the people in the way of school terms and free 
text books and salaries to teachers and pensions, all o f which will more than off-set the sales tax. If the 
sales tax is not adopted, then just look out for shorter school terms, less free text books and higher taxes on 
property in all lines. Let’s meet this issue fairly and squarely and not be deceived by people who have a 
selfish motive in perpetuating present tax burden.

—  
CURRENCY EXPANSION 

FORCES SCORE 
VICTORY IN HOUSE

WASHINGTON, May 11.— A 
^tumultuous house voted Monday 
to take up the politically-explosive 
Frazier-Lemke farm debt refinan
cing bill and the first real currency 
expansion issue of the session.

The democratic house leader
ship failed by a 67 vote margin 
to prevent consideration of the 
bill that would call for the issuance 
o f $3,000,000,000 in new currency,

\
and then offered no resistance to 
a rule under which it will be call
ed up Tuesday for six hours of 
debate.

Members of the democratic high 
command contended, however, that 
Monday’s balloting was no real 
test and that the bill would be 
defeated on the vote on passage 
next Wednesday or Thursday.

On the other hand, Rep. Lemke 
(r) o f North Dakota, co-authorl 
said he expected the measure to 
command even more votes on pas
sage than it did Monday.

The bill would authorize issu

ance of new currency for refinan- 
ing existing farm indebtedness, 
with farmers paying the govern
ment IV2 per cent interest and 
and 1% per cent principal over 
47 years.

FRAZIER-LEMKE MORTGAGE 
BILL HELD UNCONTITU- 
TIONAL

ST. PAUL, May 11.— The Unit
ed States court of appeals for 
the eighth circuit Monday ruled 
unconstitutional one farm relief 
measure sponsored by Sen. L. J. 
Frazier and Rep. William Lemke

as the house in Washington voted 
to consider another.

Held invalid was the amended 
Frazier-Lemke farm mortgage 
moratorium act.—Ex.

-------------0-------------

WEST AUSTRALIA CLAIMS 
UNFAIR TREATMENT

West Australia claims unfair 
treatment financially, and has sent 
a deputation to England to plead 
that they be separated from the 
Australian Commonwealth. ,

European Nations Face 
Crisis In League Meets 

To Discuss Sanctions

WE'LL KEEP 
OUR RIGHTS, 

THANK YOU
(From Collier’s)

Americans have enjoyed liberty 
during most of the 149 years of 
our national existence. We and 
our predecessors have generally 
been free to speak and write as we 
pleased, short of libeling our neigh
bors. We have been free to choose 
our religions. We have been free 
to petition Congress and other 
lawmaking bodies when we felt 
our interests required considera
tion. We have been free from un
reasonable searches and seizures.

We have been free because hu
man liberty seemed very important 
to the . len who established the 
United States. To the great lead
ers, freedom seemed more import
ant than personal property, safe
ty or ew.i life itself.

Nothing ever written by an 
American has had greater influ
ence upon our development as a 
natic than has George Washing
ton’s Farewell Address. Genera
tion after generation has had confi
dence in the disinterested wisdom 
of the advice given by Washing
ton.

Love of liberty inspired that 
message. Again and again Wash
ington urged Americans to let 
nothing deny them the enjoyment 
o f liberty. The happiness of the 
people under the auspices of lib
erty was the goal of Washington’s 
long effort.

During most of the years liberty 
has in fact been the common prop
erty of the majority of Americans. 
Befc-'' the Civil War, it is true, 
slaves had few rights which their 
masters were required to respect. 
During important wars, also, it is 
true, freedom has been restricted. 
We haye at times been intolerant 
of religious and economic sects 
whose beliefs seemed cL-ange or 
dangerous to the majority. But 
such cases have been the exception 
not the rule.

Now, for th  ̂ ifrst time in many 
decades, the preservation of liberty 
has again become a great issue in 
this country. Nobody is, of course, 
making a frank attack upon liber
ty in general. What is occurring 
is the very partisan struggle fore
seen bj Washington. Here are a 
few of his words:

"The alternate domination of one 
faction over another, sharpened 
by the spirit of revenge, natural 
to party dissension, which in dif
ferent ages and countries has per
petrated the most horrid enormi
ties, is itself a frightful despo
tism. . . Sooner or later the chief 
of some prevailing faction, more 
able or more fortunate than his 
competitors, turns this disposition 
to the purposes of his own eleva
tion on the ruins of public liberty.”

Could anyone have written a 
briefer or more accurate history 
of the actual developments in 
Italy and Germany which led to 
the dictatorships of Mussolini and 
Hitler?

In this country the present Con
gress has on more than one occa
sion shown a similar disregard 
for the constitutional rights of 
those out of favor. Senator Black’s 

(Continued on page 3)

Europe Must Decide I f  It Wants 
Collective Peace Plan or Re. 

turn to Might Makes Right 
Policy.

LONDON, May 11.— Europe was 
confronted Monday with the 
choice of continuing the postwar 
system of collective security 
through conciliation at Geneva, on 
reverting to the pre-war doctrine 
that “might makes right;”  to sec
ret alliances and the "balance of 
power.”

These alternatives are present 
as the league council faced by 
Premier Mussolini’s new empire 
as an accomplished fact, meets 
Monday in Geneva.

Smaller nations, including the 
Little Entente and Scandinavian 
countries, have demanded that the 
league go on. But the position of 
the two major league powers, 
Great Britain and France, has not 
been defined— especially as to 
whether sanctions against Italy 
should be lifted.

While the council meets, Great 
Britain will conduct a gigantic test 
mobilization of her land and air 
defenses on the Island of Malta, 
only 60 miles from Italy’s Sicily.

The league will consider the fail
ure of economic sanction as a 
weapon to end war and Germany’s 
remilitarization of the Rhineland.

While support of continued sanc
tions against Italy is rapidly di
minishing among the major pow
ers, notably Britain and France, 
little nations— frightened by the 
prospect o f becoming future tar
gets of land-hungry big powers— 
apparently are far from ready to 
rescind the present embargo 
against Italy or to admit the ab
solute failure of sanctions.—Aus
tin American.

------ --------- 0----------------

SELASSIE COLLAPSES
IN PALESTINE EXILE

JERUSALEM, May 10.— Em
peror Haile Selassie, fugitive king 
of kings of Ethiopia, suffered a 
nervous collapse Sunday.

Lieut. Gen. A. G. Wauchope, 
British high commissioner for 
Palestine, ordered his personal 
physicians to attend the former 
conquering lion of Judah.

One report was that physicians 
found the emperor was suffering 
from the effects of poison gas.

It was realized that when the 
negus returned to Addis Ababa 
two weeks ago he reportedly was 
treated for gas burns. His hands 
were swathed in bandages.

Can't Listen to II Duce
The negus rose at 4 a. m. and 

as is his custom, prayed at the 
Ethiopian church. He strolled for 
a half hour in the grounds of the 
King David hotel with other mem
bers of his family, accompanied by 
a Palestine detective.

Later he returned to his suite 
for breakfast and became ill.

The high commissioner’s physi
cian arrived shortly afterwards 
and diagnosed the negus ailment 
as a nervous collapse.

A radio was installed in the ne
gus’ suite Saturday night to en
able him to listen to Premier Ben
ito Mussolini’s proclamation at 
Rome annexing Ethiopia as an 
Italian colony. He was said to 
have been unable to restrain his 
emotions and turned off the radio 
in the middle of the historic speech. 
— Ex.

A REQUEST
When you have read your copy of 
Forum will you please pass it on to 
some one else? Thanks* We will ap
preciate this spirit of co-operation on 
your part; and your friends will ap
preciate your service to them*
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THE FORUM IS NOT JUST ANOTHER NEWSPAPER—  
IT IS DIFFERENT

SEN ATO R IAL A N N O U N C E M EN T
E. A. Tweedy of Valley Mills has announced his candidacy 

for State Senator in the 21st district composed of Bell, Coryell 
Hamilton, Bosque and Erath Counties. Mr. Tweedy says he n 
a farmer of the dirt soil kind and that he is in favor of a sales 
tax in order to get money to pay the full pension of $15.00 i 
month to all those who qualify under the constitution. Mr 
Tweedy is also opposed to the proposition of abolishing the pres 
ent House and Senate and set up a Unicameral Legislature. Hi 
says that if  the Legislature has not made good the blame could 
not be laid on the law but on the failure of the people in the 
Legislature to serve the interest of the people.

Mr. Tweedy will be opposed by two young lawyers who are 
graduates of the University and are just 27 and 28 years old 
respectively. They favor the Unicameral legislation and the 
abolishment of the present legislature. They are both opposed 
to the sales tax and both voted for the present law to require 
applicants to swear they are needy before they can get a pen 
don although they might otherwise qualify under the constitu 
¡ion.

While senatorial campaigns are local in their nature yet the 
ssue involved in this senatorial campaign between Mr. Tweedy 
rnd the two young lawyers will be watched with much interest 
is the issues raised will involve state policies and will be up 
or much discussion during the next regular session of the 
legislature.

A  LAN D  T A X
(By SAM H. CANTRELL)

Texas today is confronted with the problem of farm tenancy 
a the most fertile counties of the state, farm tenancy comprises 
bout sixty per cent of the farmers. I f farm acreage be con- 
idered land acreage would no doubt he a far greater percent 
ge than sixty per cent.
There are a number of fundamental causes for a high percent- 

ge of farm tenancy. But a principal cause contributing to a 
bate of farm tenfncy is that of taxing real property. Valuations 
f real property for taxes have a wide variation because of our 
ounty assessment plan. In many of the wealthy counties valu- 
tions are kept at a minimum, and, and when necessity requires 
dditional income, county or district rates are raised. Such a 
iheme is good local politics, but on the other hand it works the 
,tate out of revenue since the state rate is fixed by constitutional 
imitation. Wealthy counties are enabled to have sufficient 
acome from low valuations and high rates, while the poorer 
ounties find difficulty in obtaining sufficient revenues at high 

.•aluations and high rates.
So far there has been no solution offered for such a situation 

\jad under the present set up it is doubtful if a solution could 
>e found. A  remedy that might be applied would he for the 
tate to release all real property or land taxes to local tax needs. 

Ijocal authorities would then have an opportunity to fix values 
md rates according to their local needs, and the poorer counties 
vhich are compelled to pay a disproportionate amount of state 
axes because of having to assess high valuations will thus be 
enabled to retain a large amount of taxes at home normally 
paid the state.

The Texas real property tax system has quite an historical 
background. When Texas was first settled land was about all 
the people had. The government existed for a long time prin
cipally on land sales, and still receives an income from rentals. 
But when much of the choice land was sold, and the state and 
local units developed broader duties, land sales could no longer 
take care of the needs in government functioning. Settlers had 
taken up homes and speculators held lands for profit making. 
After the Civil War an exodus of people flowed to Texas from 
most of the southeastern states. Texas lands began to sell at 
higher prices and the mounting trend of prices continued to rise 
until the end of the World War or about 1919.

The trend of speculative values or prices in lands and the 
trend of assessed valuations of lands in most communities hold 
a striking parallel. It is due to this trend of parallel values 
that land owners now find themselves in difficulty since selling 
values and assessed values continued to rise until the World 
,War but after the depression of 1921 land prices began to fall, 
some rather rapidly, while assessed values have not receded from 
the peak they reached in 1919, and some assessed values have 
even been raised from the peak of 1919. Units of government 
had to have funds, and since property had been the old standby 
so long and seemed to be a stable source, legislators were prone 
to tack the needs of new revenues on real property.

But it must be borne in mind that valuations of real property 
as they now exist were established on speculative prices of land. 
And it must be remembered that lands as a rule never sell for 
real value except during depression years when lands sell more 
along a production value level.

The land tax in Texas is an archaic affair, wearing the regalia 
of modem day needs. The amount of delinquency in a tax is a 
good measure of its effectiveness. In 1933 more than half of the 
ad valorem taxes of Texas went unpaid, over 100 per cent. Since 
1933 the average for delinquency has been 25 per cent. Any tax 
that has an average of 25 per cent delinquency and a heavy cost 
of administration is a tax wholly unstable and needs recon
struction or abolishment. I f twenty-five per cent of property 
taxes are not paid over a period of years as an average, then 
one-fourth of the amount cannot be paid or the tax payers having 
such taxes are on a strike. Either situation is a bad one and 
the causes producing such will no doubt lead to a more grave 
situation.

4* When it shall he said in any country in the world, my 
poor are happy; my jails are empty of prisoners, my streets 
of beggars; the aged are not in want; the taxes are not op- 
presive; the national world is my friend, because 1 am the 
friend of its happiness; when these things can be said, then 
may that country boast of its constitution and its govern
ment. ”

— THOMAS PAINE.

T H E  SALES T A X  A  M O N E Y  
SA VER

If you are a farmer or working man earning 
$300 per year and contributing $5.00 per month 
to aid a dependent relative over 65 years of age
it costs you per year.............................. ................... $ 60.00

If you vote a 3% sales tax to pay the old age pen
sion and spend your entire $300 the tax per year 
will be............... ... ...... ...... ......... ..................... .........  9.00

Saving to you~___ ________u________________ ___$ 51.00
Your dependent relative now receiving from you

the sum of ................................................ .............. $ 60.00
If granted the $15.00 per month pension aa au

thorized by our state constitution he would re
ceive per year............................................ ..... ..... ...  180.00

Subtracting the $60.00 which you are now giving 
him .......... ......................................l...........................  60.00

Increase in relative’s annual income.........„ ......... $120.00
If he qualifies under the Federal Security Act he 

would receive per arwium an additional...............$180.00

Increase to your dependent relative’s income.
Saving to you__________________________

__$300.00
.... $ 51.00

Total increase in family income per year...........$351.00
If you do not have a dependent relative over 65 years of 
age, then you hope to reach the age of 65 yourself, and 
when you do, you will want to participate in the Old Age 
Assistance Fund which you have helped to create.

VOTE FOR SANDERFORD-SALES-TAX SECURITY.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE
(By A. P. PEIRCE)
INFLATION NO. 2

In actual practice high prices caused by inflation of money or 
bank credit do benefit the farmer and the man who has labor to 
sell. In times of high prices caused by plentiful money the 
farmer finds no trouble to pay the high cost of living, pay his 
taxes and make a good payment on his indebtedness. The labor 
ing man find a steady market for his services at good wages. He 
too, can pay the high cost of living and have a little to put by for 
a rainy day. When prices are ruined by scarcity of money or 
bank credit, the farmer can hardl pay the low cost of living and 
his taxes. The laboring man finds himself out of a job most of 
the time and cannot pay the low cost of living and get by.

Plentiful money and bank credit in actual circulation (which 
is inflation as herein considered) has its benefits in a general 
way for every body, in that exchange of ownership can be freely 
made. This in the last analysis is what consitutes good business 
conditions.

There is no doubt that inflation followed by de-flation or vice 
versa can work great injustice or, at least, can help scheming 
speculators to do so. As either of these will send prices either 
up or down the speculator is given a chance to take advantage 
of the producer, the consumer or both. Another injustice may 
be done to the debtor or to the creditor according to which way 
the process is moving.

Would there be any injustice in compelling a mortgage holder 
to scale down his claim to where the money he would receive 
would buy the same amount of average goods as the amount of 
money he loaned? Would not such a practice remove much of the 
insentive back of deflation?

High, priced farm produce caused by drouth are of no benefit 
to the farmer who has the less to sell. High prices are of no 
benefit to a laboring man if they have been forced up by an 
NRA that put no more dollars to seeking to be invested in his 
labor. High prices caused by an AAA processing tax may be 
of benefit to a farmer but it has to tax the consumer to do it. 
How can such forcing up of prices be of general benefit ? How 
can taxing one man for the benefit of another man make the 
general community any better off?

What would have happened if Mr. Hoover had said to the 
banks, when they deflated their bank credit that thirteen bil 
lions; gentlemen if you cannot at once reflate that amount 
we shall proceed to put thirteen billions of new money in its 
place? What would have happened if he had gone ahead and 
done so? There is no doubt that he would now be president and 
that his name would go down in history along with Lincoln and 
Theodore Roosevelt.

After Mr. Hoover had fallen down at the job could not the 
new deal, by applying this remedy, have succeeded in six months 
and saved the alphabet the embarrassment of admitting itself a 
failure.

W H Y ?
(By MEFO In Houston Press)

Some 65,000 checks are to be given the aged of Texas on July 
1 and it is hoped the average amount will be $20 per person. 
To get on the list you must declare yourself a pauper, or practi
cally so. That seems wrong and may account for the small 
number thus far selected to receive the pensions voted by the 
people of Texas by an overwhelming majority.

• • •
There are at least 250,000 citizens of Texas who have reached 

the age of 65. Thus far 156,000 of them have applied for the 
state pension. Many of them will be denied the allowance. 
Probably not more than 100,000 will be approved. If we gave 
all of these $15 each it would cost the state $1,500,000 monthly 
or $18,000,000 a year.

#  *  *

We have not the cash available or in prospect to pay that 
much. We will get by for July and August on our alcoholic tax 
receipts, but must soon arrange an additional tax to meet what 
we agreed to pay. Governor Allred will call no session of the 
Legislature to take action until after the primaries. His ex
cuse is that candidates for re-election might make commitments
that would be injurious to the state.

*  *  *

We do not know why our governor should pass upon the hon
esty or sincerity of legislators. Probably many of them may 
question his motive. In fact, three opposing candidates for 
governor have done so, and have insisted that he is neglecting
or disregarding a most serious problem.

• • •

It is most evident that the people want our aged given what 
the amendment vote declared for them. They think Texas has 
ample taxing power to pay the $15 a month.

LEST W E FORGET
“ We hold these truths to be self evident—That all men 

are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Eights; that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness; That, to secure these 
Bights, Governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed; That 
whenever any form of government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation 
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form 
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness.” —Declaration of Independence.

A  SALES T A X  N U T
If the sales tax is not paid to the government the mer

chant keeps it. In other words, the purchaser does not save 
anything by not having the sales tax—it is a question of 
whether you will give something to your government or to 
the merchant who already charges you a profit of from 20 
to 80 per cent.

The merchant does not reduce his price because we have 
no sales tax, but adds all the purchaser can stand.

Which shall we do, help the government a little, or the 
merchant more? Instead of being a tax on poverty, a sales 
tax is a means of getting something P'OR poverty, some
thing that the merchant is now getting.

Sales tax and pensions are twins that must not be separ
ated.

44 ftW E T H E  PEOPLE
“ We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 

more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic tran
quility, provide for the common defense, promote the gen
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this CONSTI
TUTION for the United States of America.” —Preamble to 
The Constition,

DODGING T H E  ISSUE
It looks like that Governor Allred and his Old Age Pension 

Commission continue to pass the buck and dodge the old age 
pension payment issue. They are either grossly ignorant of 
what has to be done or they are trying to deceive the Old Age 
Pensioners. Nobody can get out of them how many applica
tions have been filed nor will they tell how many applications 
have been granted. Representative Clarence Farmer of Tarrant 
County has called attention in the press to the failure of the 
pension board to notify any of the old folks whether their appli
cation has been granted or nob. Section 8 of the pension law 
makes it the duty of the local authority, created by the law, to 
furnish this information so that the pensioners will have a 
chance to appeal from a rule denying the application for pension. 
It is indeed a travesty on justice in the face of this plain pro
vision of law that notice has not been given to anybody as to 
whether their claims have been allowed or not.

There is another thing that Allred and his pension crowd 
have got to bear in mind. The pension law appropriates $25,- 
000,000 for the purpose of paying old age pensions. No pro
vision has been made for revenues out of which this $25,000,000 
is to be paid. If something isn’t done to relieve this situation 
we are going to have the worse condition in our state finances 
that we have ever had. The automatic tax board has no discre
tion in fixing the rate of taxes. They are required to take into 
consideration all the properties listed by the various assessors 
of the state and they must take into consideration all the appro
priations made by the Legislature as well as the revenues from 
all sources and divide the amount of appropriations into the 
entire property values and the amount of the results will be the 
tax rate. Already there is approximately a deficiency of $15,- 
000,000 that has got to be paid and then if we add this $25,000,- 
000 appropriation to it which the board will have to do, then the 
deficiency will amount to approximately $40,000,000 and the re
ceipts will not be enough to pay much more than half of the obli
gations of the state. As the Old Age Pension is created by a 
constitutional provision voted on by the people, the appropria
tion of $25,000,000 to pay it is of equal dignity of any other ap
propriation made by the legislature.

In other words if some provision is not made to pay this $25,- 
000,000 every warrant in the general fund and the school fund 
can only be paid in proportion to the amount the said war
rant bears to the total amount of the receipts. Already plans 
are being laid to absorb this surplus in the school fund and it 
will take twice the revenue available from all sources to pay the 
total appropriations made by the Legislature. So just look out 
if something isn’t done, we can look for a 50c warrant within 
the next year. I would like to ask the Governor and this Old 
Age Pension Board how they are going to take a measley million 
liquor reveue and pay $15 a month to 200,000 eligible pensioners. 
If they can’t give us this information, then let them notify the 
people who have applied for pensions bow much they are going to 
pay them and what they are going to do with this $25,000.000 
appropriation made by the Legislature already. It looks like 
that it is high time that the Governor and the Old Age Pension 
Board should begin to show how they are going to pay this 
pension. Tf they don’t know how to pay it. they ought to re
sign and no longer attempt to force their apparent ignorance 
upon the people of the state. If Governor Allred wants to lay 
the blame of the pension collapse upon the Legislature then just 
let him call them back now and he will at least show his sincere 
desire to pay the old folks the amount that they have a right 
to expect provided for them under the law and constitution of 
the state.

LAW M AKERS T O  V O T E  ON
FARM  REFINANCE BILL

The Frazier-Lemke Refinance Bill, held up for many month» 
in Congress by the rules requiring 218 members’ signatures to 
recall it from the committee which would not report it out on« 
way or another with the idea of killing it without giving the 
lawmakers a chance to vote on the measure, was finally brought 
out and will come up for action thereon on May 11.

The Frazier-Lemke Bill provides for refinancing farmers’ 
debts through, the Federal Land Banks and through the Farm 
Credit Administration at one ond one-half per cent interest over 
a period of years.

It was necessary to memorialize congress to get the Bill out of 
the unfriendly committee. Anticipating this, this writer intro
duced the following resolution in the Senate of Texas on January 
29, 1935, which was adopted by a vote of 21 to 2, and copies 
were sent to all members of congress from Texas.

“ Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 10 
“ WHEREAS, Unless immediate relief is given, hundreds and 

thousands of additional farmers will lose their farms and their 
homes, and millions more, will be forced into our cities and 
villages, and the army of the unemployed will necessarily in
crease to alarming proportions; and 

“ WHEREAS, There is no adequate way of refinancing exist
ing agricultural indebtedness, and the farmers are at the mercy 
of their mortgagees and creditors throughout this State and 
nation; and

“ WHERAS, the Frazier-Lemke Refinance Bill, being Senate 
212 and House Resolutions 2066, in the Congress of the United 
States, provides for the liquidating and refinancing of agricul
tural. indebtedness at a reduced rate of interest, through the 
Farm Credit Administration and the Federal Land Banks; and 

“ WHEREAS, The Frazier-Lemke bill has the endorsement of 
twenty-two state legislatures, and in addition the lower Houses 
of the State of New Y ork and Delaware, and of many Com
mercial Club, Chambers of Commerce, bank organizations, and 
of business and professional men and women, as well as the 
great majority of the farmers of this nation ; and 

“ WHEREAS, The enactment of this bill will have a. vital 
effect not only upon agriculture, but upon all classes of industry ; 
and

“ WHEREAS, Agriculture is the basic industry of this coun
try, and there can be no recovery until agriculture is put upon 
a sound basis; now, therefore be it.

“ RESOLVED, That it is the sense of your memorialists, the 
Legislature of Texas, the Senate and the House concurring, that 
the Congress of the United States should enact the Frarier-Lem- 
ke bill without further delay and be it further 
. “ RESOLVED, That a copy of this Memorial, duly authen

ticated. be sent by the Secretary of State to the President of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, and to each Senator and Representative in Con
gress from this State, to the President of the United States, and 
to U. S. Senator Lynn J. Frazier and Congressman William 
Lemke.—Sulak in Fayette County Record.

SHOULD G O VER N O R  G ET MORE?
(The Houston Post)

Now that a proposal has been submitted to the people to in
crease the salary of the governor of Texas, the Austin Dispatch 
raises the question of whether the governorship is a part time 
job, after commenting at length on criticism of Governor Allred 
for traveling about now and then.

To quote the Dispatch:
“ For many years it has been contended that Texas does not pay 

its governor a sufficient salary. Several times constitutional 
amendments to increase the governor’s salary have been sub
mitted to the people and on every occasion the people have de
clined to authorize an increase. Another vote on this matter of 
raising the governor’s salary will be taken in the near future.
A proper verdict will be facilitated by deciding just what it is 
we expect of a governor in return for his salary.’ ’

Unquestionably, the duties of the gubernatorial office have 
grown with the growth of the State and the multiplication of its 
administrative agencies. The governor’s job is a far bigger job 
today than it was in Hogg’s time or even in Neff's or Moody’s.
It could easily take up all the time of the ablest and most en
ergetic man we could find to fill it. And if we expect our gover
nors to spend all their time on the job. we certainly should pay 
them a much larger salary than that fixed in the present Con
stitution.

On the other hand, if the office of governor is to be considered 
a part time job, the salary need be only slightly increased if in
creased at all. If it is true that a long line of governors have 
treated the office as a part time job, the people have been quite 
right in their frequent refusals to raise the salary. If it has be
come an established custom that much of a governor’s term is 
to be spent in such enjoybale activities as visiting new scenes, 
meeting new people and listening to the applause of admiring 
audiences, there is no very good reason to pay a larger salary 
than the Constitution now allows. We should be able to at
tract the very finest talent at that salary. We could offer the 
same sort of Inducement which our navy holds out to its recruits:
Be governor of Texas and see the world. Who would not lay 
aside the cares of business management, the humdrum routine 
of a law office or the long hours of toil on a farm to take a posi
tion combining great honor and a place in history with frequent 
journeys and junkets, a more or less ocnstant round of speeches “ ‘ s “IlJCUia in€ f ra 
and entertainments, loud and prolonged applause and $4000 ' 'debt refinancing
a year?

Program for Progress
(From The Austin Dispatch)

William Jennings Bryan lived forty years too soon. He dt 
nounced the crucifixion of mankind upon a cross of gold and 
was hooted by the republicans, in which party more people be
lieved then than now. They have learned better. Frank E. 
Gannett of Rochester, N. Y., a leading republican of New York 
statue and owner of a string of república: newspapers, says:

A crash in the financial world. . . . This frightful depre»- 
sion was not an act of G od.. . .  Our economic machine was stalled 
—and we didnt have the intelligence to know why it had 
stalled, or how to get it going again. (But Roosevelt told them 
and showed them ).. . .  At the root of the trouble was the world’s 
dependence upon gold as a measure of value, and the failure of 
gold to remain even reasonably stable. Gold turned traitor and 
nearly destroyed civilization. (About what Bryan said gold 
would do.) . . . Today we have many intelligent people suffer
ing from illusion about gold. They think gold always remains 

* came value. But it does not.
Mr. Gannett is an intelligent thinker and has written a “ Pro

gram for America in which he urges restoration of farm income 
(which has been done), recovery to industry ( ‘ tis being don« 
steadily), reemployment to the idle millions ‘ (a problem of the 
ages which is frequently shoved into a corner hole) and an hon
est, stable currency to prevent inflation and deflation. As for 
this latter he acknowledges President Roosevelt has taken a 
long step in the right direction.

 ̂ Several wise remedies are proposed for economic ills. Mr. 
Gannett urges the government out of business, full and free pro
tection to create wealth and not destroy it, protection of the 
public from exploitation, protection for the aged and under-priv
ileged. give youth a chance and preserve peace. Some of these 
suggestions may be mere sounding cymbals, but the purpose of 
each is admirable.

Mr. Gannett urges also a reverse tax trend. Like you and I, 
ie is not partial to taxes. But so long as they buy what man 
wants, what man insists upon having, taxes will be levied and 
collected and a reverse tax trend is as difficult to find as what 
Diogenes sought. If Mr. Gannett can poii< and lead the way to a 
Solo reAerse r̂en<̂  be be entitled to a seat alongside

That Mr. Gannett is something of an idealist is indicated by 
his suggestion for a Secretary of Peace in the President’» eabi- 
net, with promotion of good will and understanding to protect 
our youths from death on the battlefield. But it is not the youths 
on battlefield to be protected in the next war; it is the women, 
the children and the old men in the cities and towns far be
hind the line of battle.

All of which here discussed revolves about gold, or what geld 
represents in large part, covetousness and acquisitiveness.

Honor Those who Voted Against War
WASHINGTON.—A wreath was placed on the statue of 

the late Senator Robert La Follette in Statuary Hall Mon
day. April 6, honoring those who voted against war, nineteen 
years ago. Senator Robert La Follette Jr. of Wisconsin, 
Representative Knutson of Minesota, Col. A. W. Little, Miss 
Jeannette Rankin, first woman member of Congress, and 
former Representative Edward Keating.—AP report

FARM REBT BILL
ARGUSED BY S0L0NS

WASHINGTON, May 12. — 
Plunging into what may be its 
final major scrap o f the session, 
the house Tuesday heard shouted 
arguments that the Frazier-Lem.

bill was
not inflationary and counter as. 
sertiens that it was “ unjust”  and 
“ iniquitous.”

As the house moved well into 
the six hours of general debate 
on the measure, which would au
thorize issuance of $3,000,000,000 
in new currency, the steerisg com
mittee backing it converged Tues
day night to plan strategy for 
jamming it through to final pas
sage. Democratic leaders still pre 
dieted they would fail.

Rep. Lemke (r) o f North Dako

ta, opened the give-and-take de. 
bate with an assertion that th« 
bill “ is not inflation unless every 
federal reserve bank note issued
is inflation.”

Democrats promptly began snip, 
ing back, with Rep. Fiesinger (d) 
of Ohio, branding the bill ‘iniqui
tous” and saying its enactment 
would mean a dictatorship.

—=— ----- o-— ■■•>»—  u ■
CHURCH CONNECTIONS OF 

PROSTITUTES 
In his work The History o f Pros* 

titution a New York Physician, Dr- 
W. H. Sanger, reports having put 
to 2,000 fallen women the query 
as to what religions they had been 
trained in. Of these prostitutes 
972 answered that they had been 
trained Protestants, 63 were non~ 
professors, 977 were Roman Catho
lics.
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WHO CAN WIN
By JIM, The Editor

Already the campaign for Gov
ernor is arousing considerable in
terest. Although there are ten can
didates in the race only four up to 
date are receiving any considera
tion at the hands o f the voters. 
These four are Allred, Fischer, 
Hunter and Sanderford. It is, of 
course, a little early to tell who will 
win, but it might be possible to 
cay who can win. Though the 
people haven’t said anything Hun
ter and Allred are taking them
selves quite seriously and each 
wants to draw the other as an 
opponent A  great deal o f ignor
ant propaganda is being circulated 
by the friends o f these two can
didates. Hunter wants Allred be
cause he is afraid to have a con
test with Sanderford. Allred wants 
Hunter because he knows he can 
beat Hunter in the run-off just like 
he did in the last election. It cer
tainly does look like that the peo
ple are entitled to better treatment 
than to be again forced to decide 
between Hunter and Allred.

While Allred has lost much sup
port in almost every county o f the 
state, Hunter has lost too and peo
ple are not going to waste their 
vote on a candidate who has lost 
twice and has had the opportunity 
of being in the run-off once. The 
experienced turf man rarely every 
bets his money on a horse that has 
been beat once and never bets his 
money on a horse that has been 
beat twice. I f Hunter were to 
again get in the run-off with All- 
red, Allred would beat him just 
like he did the last time and worse. 
I  want to emphasixe to the people 
who say they want to beat Allred 
that they will just throw their 
vote away if they vote for Hunter 
even though he was in the running 
with Allred who would beat him 
bands down. It is just a plain 
proposition that a vote for Hunter 
would finally mean a vote for All- 
red last time and are now dissatis
fied with him and the people who 
voted for Hunter who disappointed 
them in the last campaign, is to 
vote against both o f them for San
derford and make it possible for 
him to win in the first primary. 
Bead what they all stand for and 
you will agree that I am correct. 
Hunter and Allred represents 
high taxes, Sanderford represents 
low taxes. Hunter and Allred rep
resent state income taxes. San
derford is opposed to any kind of 
an income tax. Hunter has gone 
Allred one better and wants a tax 
on gross income. This is the limit 
o f tax oppression. In other words, 
his platform is in effect, if  you 
have a gross income of $1000.00 
a year and have expenses o f $900- 
00 in making the $1000.00 you 
must pay on the whole thousand. 
If anybody is thinking about voting 
for Hunter after this declaration 
of his, they ought never to com
plain about any kind of a tax that 
is hereafter levied.

Sanderford represents the way 
and has introduced two bills to get 
the Old Age Pension paid in full 
o f $15.00 a month as provided by 
the amendment voted for by the 
people last August. Here again 
Hunter breaks out in a new place. 
Although a person maybe quali
fied under the Texas law to re
ceive the full pension of $15.00 a 
month, yet Hunter wants to add 
the further qualification that they 
must be qualified to receive the 
pension under the Federal Social 
Security Act. He seems to lose 
sight o f the fact that the pension 
law is a Texas law and not a 
Federal law. The whole thing is 
just a scheme of Allred and Hun
ter to avoid paying the pension to 
anybody and both are against the 
sales tax as a means o f raising the 
money. Hunter and Allred are 
dodging the question and seek to 
disqualify four-fifths o f the peo
ple that are eligible under the con
stitution simply because they don’t 
know how to raise the money. San
derford through his Sales Tax law 
will pay everybody the full con
stitutional pension.

Sanderford promises to reduce 
taxes by 25 per cent and use the 
veto power to do it if  necessary. 
Allred and Hunter don’t agree to 
reduce anything and their election 
means that taxes would be higher 
than a cats back. There would 
be no relief from ad valorem taxes 
because they don’t provide the 
way to get the money. Sanderford 
provides a very simple way of how 
to provide homes for the homeless. 
Hunter and Allred don’t give a 
damn about anybody wanting a 
home and what they want is an 
office.

But what I want to emphasize 
is that i f  you want to beat Allred 
vote against Hunter and for San
derford and for the same reason 
if you want to pay the pension vote 
against Hunter and Allred both! 
and for Sanderford.

My friend Fischer, seems to 
have slowed down considerably. He 
is not tooting his sound horn 
nearly so often and he has cut out 
the radio too. He is not sending 
out so much o f his deceptive litera
ture either. When he put in his 
literature as a reason for his elec
tion that he is a Mason and that 
he represents the independent oil 
producers and refiners in East 
Texas, he just lanced an intestine 
and he stands discovered before 
the people o f East Texas because 
they know that the independent oil 
producers and refiners that he 
represents were the hot oil crowd 
who pay neither taxes nor royalty 
and who have swindled the school 
children and the royalty owners 
out of more money than any other 
bunch o f thieves that have ever 
been permitted to run loose in any 
country. People already realize 
how foolish it would be to follow 
Fischer in taxin oil 15 cents a 
barrel simply because it was ship
ped out of the state. Cotton is 
shipped out o f the State, but who 
would tax cotton production. He 
admits that 15 per cent of the oil 
produced in Texas is sold to the 
people of Texas in the form o f 
gasoline and lube. Therefore, if 
you raise the tax on oil from 2 
cents to 15 cents that would mean 
the people of Texas would have to 
pay 750 per cent more for their 
gasoline than they do now. The 
Fischer proposition is so ridicul
ous that to mention it but to laugh.

If you were to tax oil 15 cents a 
barrel, it would break every little 
oil producer in Texas and the big 
companies would quit producing 
and get their supply from foreign 
oil or from other states and the 
people would be left exposed to pay 
the 750 per cent raise on what gas 
and lube they buy. Fischer says 
he ij opposed to a sales tax just 
like Hunter and Allred, and yet 
very barrel o f oil that is produced 
must be sold and if  he taxes it 15 
cents then Fischer becomes the 
biggest sales taxer in the whole list 
of imcompetent candidates.

Fischer says that he wants to 
reduce the gasoline tax 2 cents per 
gallon and thereby save the peo
ple of Texas $18,000,000.00 a year. 
Alright, let’s see what he means. 
Of the 4 cents gasoline tax now 
collected 1 cent goes to the schools. 
Does Fischer want to abolish that? 
Mothers and Fathers had better 
look out when one of these fellows 
commence talking about reducing 
taxes for schools. The law pro
vides that another cent of the 
gasoline tax shall go to pay the 
sinking fund and interest on road 
bonds which had become a burden 
to the tax payers o f each county. 
Does Fischer want to abolish that 
one cent? I f he does let him say 
so. I f he don’t want to abolish 
wh-t goes to the schools and what 
goes to the road bonds then if  he 
reduces the gasoline tax two cents 
it would wipe out the entire appor
tionment to the highway depart
ment. Is that what he wants to 
do? I f so, let him say so. While 
he is kicking about a sales tax, 
he tries to deceive the people into 
believing that he wants to save 
them some money by reducing the 
gasoline tax without telling us 
what part of it he is going to 
abolish. As a matter o f fact the 
people are satisfied to pay the road 
bond gasoline tax, the school gaso
line tax and the highway depart
ment tax by paying a simple sales 
tax that is far more than the three 
cents sales tax proposed by Sen
ator Sanderford and nobody would 
want to abolish either one of them 
because it distributes the burden of 
taxation over everybody in a .way 
that it hurts nobody,

But don’t forget that Sander, 
ford’s election means the payment 
of the Old Age Pension. The elec
tion of Hunter, Allred^or Fischer 
means that it won’t be paid. I 
hope our old age pension friends 
will begin to speak a word for 
Senator Sanderford for Governor. 
His campaign is growing every 
day and his platform as well as 
his opening speech are meeting 
with favor by all thinking people.

---------------- o---- — ——

ON THE SHORES OF THE 
DEAD SEA

On the shores of the Dead sea 
there are now gardens where beans 
are raised that have pods two 
feet long, there are radishes eigh
teen inches long, and oranges 
sometimes weigh two pounds. The 
treausres of the Dead sea are be
ing rapidly converted into potash 
and other chemical finds.

----- ----- o—— —

TRINIDAD HAS THE STAG
GERS

Trinidad, famous for its as
phalt deposits, surprised its •in
habitants by something new. In
land the earth crumpled up in 
furrows, with trees tipping and 
leaning at odd angles like drunk
en men, and on the south shore 
300 feet was added to the beatch.

Practical Farmer Says 
unworkable Theories 

Condemn AAA Policies

By DR. CHARLES W. BURKETT 
As Told to EARL REEVES

Dr. Charles W. Burkett, owner 
o f a farm and partner in a large 
orchard in Ohio, has been a pro
fessor o f agriculture f in New 
Hampshire and North Carolina, 
and director of the Kansas Agri
cultural Experiment Station. He 
was also for 15 years editor o f the 
American Agriculturist, and is the 
author o f several tecb^Val books 
on farming. During 1934 he was 
director of a federal agriculturrl 
survey of “ potential products capa
city” — drawing up a “balance 
.sheet”  for Ameiycan agriculture. 
He ; vice president of the Farm
ers’ Independence council.

THE NEW DEAL’S experimen
tal agricultural policies have fail
ed. That was inevitable, since 
they were based upon fallacy.

Of far graver import to the 
country is the fact that, unless 
abandoned, they seem certain to 
create conditions leading toward 
revolutionary outbursts.

Even under present conditions 
there have been warning signs.

1. We have had evidence of a 
spirit of revolt among the farmers 
themselves against the newest pro
posed step in Socialistic control, 
the plan to “ regiment”  the potato 
crop. The phrase “ potato rebell
ion”  is heard.

However, since the secretary of 
agriculture sought and obtained 
from Congress yet wider powers, 
we must assume that an expansion 
of the regimentation of agriculture 
is intended, rather than a retreat 
from policies which have been 
harmful to farm and city dweller 
alike.

Disorderly Scenes
2, There have occurred also buy

ers’ strikes, accompanied by dis
orderly scenes, because of the high 
price of meat sold to the wives of 
city workers,

Behind these more militant and 
vocal demonstrators are many mil
lions of budget-troubled house
wives now discussing among them
selves a condition the cause of 
which they do not understand.

There is a third, and very ser
ious, result of the new deal farm 
policies which seemingly has en
tirely escaped attention. Leaders 
who were elected to bring about 
recovery and re-employment have 
caused an increase of unemploy
ment by their agricultural poli
cies.

Reduction by one-third in cot
ton, 25 per cent in what, 20 per 
cent in sorn and 40 per cent in pig 
crops, has meant not only less em
ployment upon the farms, but up
on the railroads, in stockyards, 
packing houses, processing plants, 
etc. The total o f this reduction in 
employment, I believe exceeds two 
and .. half millions.

Regarding the future prices on 
the chief items of food which go 
into the average family’s market 
basket, I wish I could promise good 
news. In a recently published sur
vey the department of agriculture 
itself was unable to foresee lower 
fod costs. As to the future, the 
department seemed reluctant to 
speculate. There is nothing spec
ulative about the trend ahead of 
us.

Prices to Go Higher
Inevitable, fod prices will go 

still higfiher.
Unfortunately, the fundamental 

figures—from government sources 
—on supply and demand make it 
absolutely certain that there will 
be further advances, Especially in 
the types of food which are most 
vital to human health.

Only a very unusual weather 
condition prevented a more rapid 
rise in the cost of such staples 
during recent months. Through 
the summer there was abnormal 
rainfall in the country’s most 
densely populated areas, Indiana 
and eastward. This rainfall re
sulted in a bumper vegetable crop.

Many millions o f housewives 
therefore were able to substitute 
plentiful and cheaper “ garden 
truck”  of all kinds for staple foods 
whose prices already were sky
rocketing, Thus there was a re
duction of normal demand for the 
latter.

But such substitution cannot 
continue throughout the winter; 
and neither weather nor agricul
tural records offer us hope of two 
sucessive years of such good for. 
tune.

How much higher food prices 
may go no man can say.

“More Abundant L ife ”
The price limiting factor cannot 

be computed by any comparison 
of the known shortages in com
parison with the demand. The 
limit will be set by what the pub
lic feels it can afford to pay, and 
by our imports. For many millions 
the limit that can be paid already 
has been reached.

An administration which preach- [ 
es “a more abundant life’ ’ for a l l : 
has initiated and adhered to agri-

cultural policies—of crop destruc
tion, and curtailment— causing a 
condition in which, even now, fifty 
million persons are improperly fed.

They canont have, in sufficient 
quantities, the foods which are 
richest in vitamins and protein, 
which build red corpuslus, which 
are most vital to health, and to a 
proper functioning and “ balance” 
of the human body.

Through this man-made short
age there has also been set up a 
vicious circle harmful to urban and 
rural citizens alike.

1. Continued price rise on meats,
butter, eggs, milk, etc—the more 
“ vital” foods— inevitably forces
housewives to buy other types of 
food.

Policies designed to help the 
farrier thus deprive him of a part 
of hid home market. It is already 
known that AAA policies have rob
bed the farmer of important for
eign markets, the most notable il
lustration being cotton and wheat. 
The “ home market”  situation has 
received little attention,

Change in Our Diet
A single example concretely il. 

lustrâtes the point:
Within a single year the Amer

ican public has increased its pur
chase o f fish by 28 per cent! This 
represents a gigantic loss of dom
estic market to the “ meat grow
ers”  on our farms,

2. Consumers, seeking such sub
stitutions in effort at making in
come cover expenditures, are driv
en inevitably to the starches, cer
eals and sugars—foodstuffs which 
if eaten alone, are debilitating.

The housewife, for instance, had 
been forced to rely more upon the 
potato. But the mere proposal of 
socialistic control of this basic food 
product was enough to raise retail 
prices about 40 per cent.

Continuation of improper and 
unbalanced diet for nearly half o f 
our people, for any considerable 
period, means bad health. The grip 
of AAA policeis apparently in
sures such continuation.

There is no indication from 
Washington that such facts as 
these are understood. There is no 
indication of a reversal in a policy 
which—

Is robbing the fanner of both 
foreign and domestic markets, and

Putting nearly half of our popu
lation on a subsistence diet.

Instead, Secretary Wallace, sup
porting the AAA policies, boasts 
of a $1,000,000,000 increase in 
gross agricultural income. He 
leaves the impression that this is 
gain. It is not. Farm costs have 
risen in many instances more than 
farm income, the AAA itself being 
largely responsible for cost in
creases. Only a small fraction of 
our farmers can report net gain, 
even at the prevailing higher prices 
and with governmental “ bounty” 
checks added to their incomes.

Senate itself have shown signs 
of protest against the stupidly un- 
American tactics adopted by Sen
ator Black and some of his more 
fanatic colleagues. Men of both 
parties have had the courage to 
speak in defense of constitutional 
liberty, even for those belonging to 
other factions and considered by 
partisans as ‘ ‘the enemy.”

Senator Henry F. Ashurst, Dem
ocratic Chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee for example, 
had the courage to remind the 
fellow citizens that:

“ In a government where one 
and the same magistracy makes, 
construes and enforces the laws, 
whether such magistry be lodged 
in one man or in a body of men, 
there can be no public liberty.”

That is as good American doc
trine in 1936 as it was 149 years 
ago. So, too, was the statement 
of Arthur H. Vandenberg, Re
publican senator from Michigan, 
who took as his text the historic 
and Madison: “ An elective des
potism was not the government we 
fought for.”

The sooner the Senate and all 
other governmental agencies learn 
to respect the liberty and consti
tutional rights of all classes of 
Americans, regardless of political 
partisanship, the more rapidly we 
shall proceed to complete recov
ery.

SANDERFORD 
COUNTS ON OLD 

FOLK TO WIN

Will Keep
(Continued from page 1) 

blanket seizure of telegrams with
out specific subpoenas was an ex
treme example of this abuse of 
power and denial of liberty.

The excuse offered by Senator 
Black’s defenders was familiar 
and specious. In effect the sen
ator said that those whose liber
ty was infringed were had citizens. 
Mussolini or Hitler would have 
called them Communists. What 
Senator Black meant was that 
those whose constitutional rights 
he violated belonged to another 
political faction,

The Constitution was not adopt
ed by the American people merely 
to safeguard the rights of sen
ators or other elected officials or 
their friends. The Constitution ex
tends its protection to all the peo
ple, majority and minority, black 
and white, rich and poor, good 
and bad. In this country consti
tutional rights are not a class pos
session, limited to those consider
ed good ^y inquiring senators or 
others.

We have passed through a great 
economic sickness and we are far 
advanced today along the road to 
health. Convalsecent and those 
on the road to recovery are notor
iously excitable. Having made 
such progress, it would, however, 
be tragic if in a fit of nerves we 
jeopardized any of the great spir
itual heritages of the American 
people.

During the years in front of 
us we shall have many problems 
to solve and many adjustments 
to make. The sum of all wisdom 
and virture and patriotism is not 
lodged in this Congress. Good 
sense, patriotism and competence 
are possessed by many men and 
women who are not in Congress 
or in any other public office.

I f we are to manage our affairs 
with skill and wisdom and gene
rosity we shall need to employ 
the unfettered capacities of citi. 
zens of various classes and opin
ions. We shall get nowhere by 
intolerenace or a denial o f liberty 
to those who are disliked by par
ticular senators or others.

Fortunately, calmer men in the 1 duty.

The World—
(Continued from page 1)

Good citizens—those -who have 
been successful and lived honor
ably—are saying that “ good men 
cannot be elected to office.” That 
the people are grabbing for favors 
and eschewing facts. The charge 
against the church is something 
similar, as wine drinkers, banquet 
carousers pace the church aisles 
and go arm in arm with the ban- 
quetting minister, who moves too 
often, Somewhat like the elder 
brother of the ruling, after dinner 
speaking, politician. Thinking ap
parently, more of peace, harmony 
and private pay, than of the needs 
of the underserved, the suffering. 
It is here the rugged Cross of 
Him who pointed the way and 
whom ministers vowed to serve, is 
being overlooked.

We have come upon a time when 
many of our office-holding politi
cians, can swear by note, look upon 
and indulge, when the wine is read 
in building political fences, while 
going arm in arm with the minis
try, to wordly banquets, if not in
fact, using the lighter headed of 
the ministerial tribe, to promte 
their selfish political ambitions.

It is under a leadership like this 
spiritually and politicially, that 
has well night bankrupt— not only 
this country—the whole world, 
both spiritually and materially.

If there be any better history 
of humanity than that to be found 
in holy writ, we have just failed to 
find it. This history shows that 
when a family, a tribe, a nation or 
nations, go astray spiritually, that 
the ability, to successfully cope 
with material things, is under
mined. Hence, material bank
ruptcy follows spiritual bank
ruptcy, as the night the day.

If this is not a condition that 
should challenge the ministry o f 
this nation of ours, likewise, of 
the world, surely we are headed 
for an upheavel, the awfulness of 
which will be indescribable.

During the past several days we 
listened to a visiting minister, who 
appeared to be recognizing a bit 
of the mighty responsibility that 
falls to the lot of the spiritual 
leaders of the people.

That the people are hungry for 
the truth, there can be no doubt. 
Like most others who, when hun
gry, expect this food to be prepared 
and served, they will take unwhole
some food, with a deceitful label. 
A woeful lacking in our spiritual 
food analysis just here.

As we are being led just now, 
the lesson that “ it is more blessed 
to give than to receive”  is not play
ed up in the book o f the life that 
the banquet-loving, feasting, over
paid leaders o f the Wealthy con
gregations are living, Worse with 
their political, office holding side- 
partners in leadership of the peo
ple.

This folks, is genuinely serious, 
to a free and liberty loving people 
who are enjoying the bounties of 
those who gave their blood to ac
complish the individual sovereign
ty that false leadership is taking 
away by merely sugar coating the 
frauds o f selfserving for the 
wholesome type of justice that 
would care for the weak rather 
than the strong- Thus we destroy 
the patriotic conception that would 
cause the strong to protect rather 
than impose upon the weak.

Our spiritual leaders may not 
know it, but they are just modern 
Annaniases and Bendict Arnolds 
where they enjoy luxuries and com
forts as they bow and smile for 
applause when shouldering bur
dens for the suffering is a clear

Senator Roy Sanderford of Bel
ton, the sales tax candidate for 
governor, ate bacon, eggs and 
hashed brown potatoes and dis
cussed the campaign here today.

“ I’ve made 12 speeches already, 
and find there’s a new interest and 
a new kind of crowd this election,” 
Senator Sandefrod said. “ About 
half o f every crowd consists of old 
folks. They want to hear about the 
old age pension. I find Governor 
Allred's policy of paying it on the 
basis o f need has alienated their 
support. They feel everyone who 
can qualify under the constitution 
is entitled to it, and so do I,”  

Senator Sanderford believes he 
will run first or second in the first 
primary.

Counts on Old Folks 
“ I believe there are enough ad

vocates o f a sales tax to pay old 
age pensions to give me a lead over 
any other candidate who is for a 
tax which would bring less reve
nue,”  he said. “ Tom Hunter has 
taken a lot o f Allred’s support. I 
am glad he announced. I think 
he will make it possible for me to 
lead the ticket.”

Other things Sanderford is count
ing on: the fact that he is the 
only candidate from populous, 
heavy-voting Central Texas, that 
James E. Ferguson is trying to 
throw his several hundred thous
and votes to him and C. C. Mc
Donald. who ran third last election 
will speak for him in the last, 30 
days of the campaign. Sanderford 
got his first state campaign experi
ence as McDonald’s campaign man
ager.

"Plays Politics”
“ I think Allred has defeated him

self for re-election because he con
tinually plays politics with mat
ters like'the old age pension, law 
enforcement and taxation,”  San
derford said. “ He has shown a 
lack of leadership in all matters.” 

How are the people receiving 
the sales tax idea?

“ Even those who opposed it tell 
me is the only way to pay the 
pension to everybody,”  Sandeford 
said. “ The sales tax won’t hurt 
labor half as bad as the break
down in the old age pension which 
will result from any other kind 
of tax, or the reduced payrolls 
which will result from any attempt 
to make industry pay the whole 
bill.”

Rival Appears
F. W. Fischer of Tyler, rival can

didate, came into the coffee shop 
during the interview.

“ Glad to see you, senator,” 
Fischer said, smiling and shaking 
hands. “ Crossed your trail a 
couple of times.”

“ Thanks,”  said Sanderford gen
ially. “ Making as many speeches 
as I am?”

“ Nope— only speaking Saturdays 
and holidays,”  said Fischer.

“ I saw a man bet $100 Fischer 
would beat Hunter,”  Sanderford 
said aside. “ Fischer is a good 
campaigner.

Sandefrod pointed out proudly 
that he had a larger crowd than 
Fischer in Rusk.

Got 200
“ He spoke there to 39 while I 

got 200 in competition with a base
ball game and the funeral of an 
old-timer,”  he said.

He speaks at Livingston Tues
day and on successive days at 
Crockett, Henderson, Mount Pleas
ant and Waxahachie.

Sanderford follows political tra
ditions by being born in a Bell 
County log cabin in 1894. He at
tended a one-room school, gradu
ated from Wedemeyer Academy 
spent two years at Baylor Univer
sity, was in the flying service dur
ing the World War, was Bell Coun
ty tax collector two terms and sen
ator one term. — The Houston 
Press.

ROOSEVELT TAKES 
BIG MARGIN OVER 

COL BRECKENRIDGE

COLUMBUS, O., May 12.— 
Ohio’s “ favorite son” presidential 
forces swept into a good lead late 
Tuesday night in a primary re
publican delegate fight with Sen. 
William E. Borah of Idaho.

Statewide voting put an entire 
slate of eight delegate-at-large 
candidates favoring Robert A. 
Taft, son of the late president, 
ahead o f seven Borah delegate-at- 
large candidates o nthe basis of re
turns from 348 of the state’s 8579 
precincts.

F.D. Takes Big Lead 
Three of Borah’s 28 district dele, 

gate-candidates were leading in 
two districts, but 21 “ favorite son” 
district delegate-candidates held 
leads in 10 contested districts.

Two contested districts were un
reported, while in eight others 
Taft candidates were unopposed, 

Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
swept into a commanding lead over 
his new deal foe, Col. Henry Brec
kinridge of New York, in the de
mocratic prefential race.

Returns from 355 precinct gave 
Roosevelt 14,145 to Breckinridge’s 
1089,

Gov. Davey Ahead 
Gov. Martin L. Davey increased 

his lead over two opponents for 
the primary democratic nomina
tion for governor.

Davey polled 15,747 votes in 531 
precincts Con. Stephen M. Young 
of Cleveland 11661, and Charles 
H. Hubbell of Cleveland, 922.

F.D.’s Vote Greater Than 
Borah's in West Virginia

CHARLESTON, W. Va., May 
12.—Halting returns from West 
Vhginia presidential primaries 
showed Pres. Roosevelt polling a 
greater vote in his democratic con
test than was cast for Sen. Borah 
in the republican presidential pref
erence contest.

The first 44 of the state’s 2437 
precincts to report gave Roosevelt 
3033 votes. He was assured of the 
popular choice vote and all candi
dates for delegate to the national 
convention are pledged to him.

In the same number o f precincts 
Borah had 1505 votes. He was con
ceded the popular vote although 
there were some write-in votes for 
Gov. A lf M. Landon of Kansas. 
The “ write-in” cannot be counted 
under West Virginia law.

ITALY RECALLS HER
ENVOYS FROM GENEVA

CURIOUS TAX ARRANGE
MENT IN BRITAIN 

It will be news to most Amer
ican readers that in Britain no 
taxes are levie< on unoccupied 
property. Some owners of prop
erties worth millions purposely 
hold them at such high rentals in 
hard times that they remain un
occupied. In that way they dodge 
everything exc t repairs, and in
surance.

North Dakota Demos 
Pledged to F.D.

DEVILS LAKE, N. D., May 12. 
North Dakota democrats swelled 
the pledged delegate indorsement 
strength of Pres. Roosevelt at the 
national convention by selecting 
eight delegates Tuesday night in
structed to vote for the Chief 
Executive.— Ex.

NEW PLANS TO TAX

GENEVA, May 12.—A fresh 
effort to build up security for 
uneasy Europe crumbled Tuesday 
night when the Italian delegation 
to the League of Nations brusque
ly bolted from Geneva at the 
imperative command of Premier 
Mussolini.

The fascists walked out after 
the council adopted a resolution 
which was virtually a new con
demnation of Italy’s conquest of 
Ethiopia.

Asserting it needed further time 
“ to consider the situation,”  the 
council adjourned until June 15, 
Sanctions meantime will continue 
against Italy.

Widespread pessimism also was 
based on the fact that the Italians 
boycotted a scheduled meeting of 
the remaining Locarno powers to 
act on Germany’s renunciation of 
the treaty,

Mussolini was reported flirting 
with Alof Hitler. Some saw the 
possibility of an alliance between 
the two dictators.

A reliable source here said a se
cret exchange o f Italo-German 
views took place in Berlin Mon
day and observers wondered if 
it was connected with the with
drawal Tuesday of the Italian del
egates.

Great Britain was apprehensive 
of her position in regard to the 
vital sea route .to India.

France was worried about the 
German Locarno problem.

The league was worried lest the 
departure o f teh Italians be fol
lowed by Italy’s resignation from 
the league.— Ex,

ENAMELED PLANES GO 
FASTER

A paint manufacturer makes 
the interesting statement that 
planes which are finished with a 
glossy surface have an air speed 
o f ten miles an hour in excess of 
that of others.

CORPORATE PROFITS 
TOLD TO SENATORS

WASHINGTON, May 12.— Two 
new plans for taxing undistribut. 
ed corporate profits were out
lined before the senate finance 
committee Tuesday as the admin 
istrution fought to save the es
sence of the Roosevelt tax plan 
from defeat at the hands of hos
tile senators.

The treasury sought to stem the 
tide of opposition with a single, 
comparatively simple, tax sched 
ule to replace the complex tables 
in the bill passed by the house. It 
would impose taxes ranking up to 
50 per cent on that part of corpo
ration income withheld from dis
tribution.

Chmn. Harrison (d) of Missis 
sippi, of the finance committee 
presented the other, in an effort 
to get a “ meeting o f minds,”  and 
not as a proposal he was ready 
to favor. It would levy a flat 15 
per cent tax on corporate in
come, with surtaxes ranging from 
five to 45 per cent i f  more than 
30 per cent of a' corporation’s 
income was withheld.

Harrison asked treasury experts 
to prepare an estimate of the rev
enue such a plan would raise. He 
expressed confidence to newspa
per men that President Roosevelt 
would approve any bill congress 
passed that would raise the reve
nue he has asked.

“ The President said he wanted 
to get so much money,”  Harrison 
said. “ He did not say what meth
od was to be employed.”— Ex.

F O R U M
CLASSIFIED

AD VERTISIN G
RULES AND RATES 

Rate, 5 cents per word Iot 
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accompany order. No classi
fied advertisement accepted 
for less than $1.00. Each sign 
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word. We do not forward re
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Ferguson Forum
Austin, Texas t

LONESOME! Get free membership 
in active Matrimonial Club. Sen* 
full description 0f  yourself, Pape 
10c, Lists 25c, and stamp. W. H 
Besson, Box 769, Houston, Texas
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GENTLEMAN OF THE HOUSE
By

IDA M. DARDEN
There’s a laugh/ in every line of this book which will be 
widely read and discussed in political circles of the State. 

Order copy now.
Price, including postage, $1.10

Standard Printing Company
HOUSTON, TEXAS

QUIT ANY TOBACCO HABIT 
easily, inexpensively and without 
drhgs. Chewing, smoking, cigar» 
ettes or snuff. Send address, 
Samuel Stokes, Mohawk, Florida,

PLANTS FOR SALE 
Cabbage and tomato plants 10 inch
es high. Leading varieties. All 
postpaid. 100 for 35c; 500 for 
$1.00; 1000 for $1.75.

Satisfaction guaranteed 
Address: Chilton Plant Farm,

1, Chilton, Texas
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We have a greatly reduced rat« 

for July only.
We guarantee satisfaction in ail 
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We will be pleased to give you th® 

most scientific service yet known. 
Write for free booklet, which 

shows our success after many emi
nent specialists have failed.

Modern Health Home, Abilene, 
Texas. Phone 3608.

I am not an M. D. Neither do I 
practice medicine.
D.C. M.C., N.D., D.M., and E.T.D,

Dr, M  T. Council
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THE WORLD
(By V. Bernhard In Houston 

Labor Journal)

Cause and effect are bo badly 
mixed in the minds of our pros
perity doctors that it often appears 
as if they are unable to see which 
is which. This is the case with our 
president, as gleaned from his last 
speech, and also with President 
Green o f the A. F. of L., accord
ing to most o f his utterances.

The president said that reduc
tion o f cost o f manufacture does 
not mean more purchasing power 
fend more goods consumed. It 
means just the opposite, he said.

Well, my constant experience is 
that the lower the prices, the more 
I  can buy for my little wages. 

“ The proof of the pudding . .”  
you know.

Mr, Green's remedies for our 
economic ills are all according to 
the same prescription, increased 
production, so as to create work; 
shortening of the hours of labor, 
so as to put a greater number to 
work; and high wages, so as to 
give purchasing power.

The president also advocates 
high wages and says that higher 
wages, as an idea of course, is part 
o f his economic, social and political 
philosophy. Which is very nice.

But how are we going to get 
higher wages?

It reminds me of my mother 
and her cook book. “ This book,”  
she said, “ says take this or that, 
but it does not say where to take 
it from.”

“ I f ”  higher wages were paid, 
purchasing power o f the wage 
earners would increase, “ if”  prices 
did not go up in proportion to the 
higher wages.

There are so many little “ ifs”  
that seem to be the same today as 
yesterday, and I predict they will 
be so forever, “ if”  we do not get 
to the roots o f things.

Increased production, as advo
cated by Mr. Green and sanctioned 
by most o f the wise heads, would 
be all right, “ if”  it was not for the 
sad fact that the consumers are 
not able to buy the products.

A  local paper wags its wise edi
torial head and expresses this 
beautifully and soulfully thus: 

“ To stimulate employment, we 
need, not less machinery, but bet
ter facilities 3(or making available 
to the people the things that ma
chines produce. I f we could devise 
g method o f distributing among 
people all the things they need and 
should have, we could keep all 
the employable men and women in 
the country busy night and day.”  

Again that little “ if.”

The first thing that should be 
considered and found, in order to 
make general prosperity, is how to 
increase the purchasing power of 
the consumers. There has never 
been anything the matter with pro
duction, and it is inexpressibly 
silly to keep on urging more pro
duction, as long as no way has been 
found to find purchasers for the 
products.

Oh yes, we know that our wise 
heads are hunting all over foreign 
countries for purchasers, but that 
does not help one little bit the 
American sovereign citizen with an 
empty pocket.

The nation itself is full of ‘needs’ 
for goods, just as much as the 
Chinaman and the Fiji Islander. 
And this fact should point to the 
only real effective remedy.

The greatest potential market 
for American products is right 
here among the American people. 
There is no need whatever to hunt 
foreign markets.

And why do traders hunt foreign 
markets? To supply the needs of 
the foreigners? Not on your tin
type. They hunt foreign markets 
in order to dispose o f goods for a 
money profit.

I submit that the great problem 
is not to find markets for manu
factured products—the market is 
right here. The problem is to get 
some money in the pockets of the 
customers.

The president's philosophy 
sounds right high.faluting over 
the radio, and it may make many 
of us feel optimistic and dream 
of good times to come. He says 
they are fast on the way. And so 
they are—for the profiteers. In 
fact, they are already here, but 
they ain’t going to stay. Why?

Because he says that increased 
use of machinery for profit is all 
right; because he says that high 
prices are all right; because he 
says that the profit motive is all 
right, in fact the only thing that 
is worth a damn when it comes to 
making the wheels of industry go 
around.

SANDERFORD FOR GOVERNOR A PETITION TO 
GOV. ALLRED

To the People o f Texas:
In announcing my candidacy for 

Governor subject to the Democratic 
Primary, July, 1936, 1 wish to make 
the following statement:

I am a native of Bell County, 
Texas, and am in my 41st year. I 
have had fair educational advant
ages in the common schools, Wede- 
meyer’s Academy, from which I 
graduated in 1914, and was for two 
yearn a student in Baylor Univer
sity o f Waco. I taught a rural 
school for one year. In the fall 
of 1917, I voluntarily enlisted for 
flying duty in the United States 
Air Corps in which capacity I 
served for 21 months.

I am married and have three chil
dren, all within the scholastic age. 
I have been a member o f the Bap
tist Church for over twenty years. 
I served for two terms as tax col
lector of Bell County and have 
been in the automobile and asso
ciate business continuously since 
1923. I am not a lawyer. I was 
elected to the State Senate from 
the 21st District over two worthy 
opponents in the first primary in 
July, 1932.

When I am elected I shall respect 
the constitutional rights o f the peo
ple to have a governor who will 
stay on the job, cooperate with the 
Legislature and will neither squan
der the people’s time nor abuse the 
opportunity for service by con
tinually engaging in social, polit
ical and pleasurable affairs. I will 
not use the powers o f the office to 
place my relatives on government 
payrolls.

I favor:

First. A  substantial reduction of 
Government expenses and where 
conditions will justify I shall, if 
necessary, use the veto power to 
reduce appropriations twenty-five 
per cent.

Second. A  three per cent retail

sales tax for the purpose o f pay
ing the Old Age Pension and to 
take the place o f the present real 
estate taxes for general revenue, 
schools and Confederate Pensions.

Third. I am opposed to any 
state income tax, as, the Federal 
Government has already preempted 
the income tax field. It would be 
a wise state policy to prohibit en
actment of such a tax by constitu
tional amendment. This would in
vite new capital to our state, result 
in the' development of industry and 
the employment of more labor than 
perhaps any other one thing that 
could be done.

Fourth. I favor a graduated 
land tax for county purposes be- 
gining with small valuations. This 
will increase opportunities for home 
ownership and tend to discourage 
the holding o f large tracts of land 
for speculative purposes. The Fed
eral Government while loaning mil
lions to banks, railroads, insurance 
companies, towns, cities and coun
ties, could render no greater serv
ice than to loan up to $3,000.00 at 
1 Vs percent interest on 21 years’ 
time, without down payment to 
families with which to buy farm 
homes.

Fifth. I favor a reasonable chain 
store tax provided it treats every
body alike and does not exempt any 
special class o f business.

Sixth. To promote employment, 
I favor a constitutional amendment 
exempting from taxation all textile, 
leather, paper and woolen mills, 
and other similar factories for a 
period of twenty years that have 
50 or more employees.

Seventh. I favor the right of 
suffrage being extended to any 
citizen on the payment of a small 
registration fee in lieu of our pres
ent poll tax.

Eighth. I subscribe wholly to 
the principles of local self-govern
ment with the enforcement of all 
laws administered honestly by local 
authorities and with the backing 
o f the state government.

Ninth. I believe that labor has 
the inherent right to organize and 
bargain collectively through rep
resentatives o f its own choosing.

Tenth. Since the people o f Tex
as have voted repeal, I favor the 
passage o f such laws as will in
sure strict regulation of the liquor 
traffic and reduce the evils of this 
trade to a minimum.

I shall conduct an active cam
paign and for the present will be 
my own manager. I shall be pleas
ed to hear from interested voters 
from over the state who may ad
dress me at Austin, Texas.

ROY SANDERFORD.

Whereas, on August 24, 1935, 
the people o f Texas by a vote of 
approximately four to one, adopt, 
ed an amendment to the State 
Constitution authorizing the Leg
islature to enact a law granting 
assistance not exceeding fifteen 
dollars per month to the people 
sixty-five years of age and over, 
such assistance to be known as 
Old Age Assistance; and,

Whereas, the Legislature of 
Texas at its recent second called 
session enacted a law in con
formity to the provisions of said 
amendment, but failed to provide 
sufficient revenue with which to 
pay all those who may be able to 
qualify for said assistance under 
the law; and,

Whereas, there are many de
serving old people in Texas who 
come under the purview of said 
law that are in straightened fin
ancial circumstances and will pro
bably suffer much inconvenience 
and hunger unless the relief con
templated by said amendment and 
law is immediately made avail
able;

Therefore, be it resolved by the 
Old Age Assistance Club of Brown 
County assembled in Brownwood, 
Texas, on the 30th day of April, 
1936, that the present policy of 
delay in approving applications 
by the Old Age Commission and 
its Director, and the refusal o f the 
Governor to call further session 
of the Legislature to provide the 
necessary revenue for such Old 
Age Assistance is contrary to the 
spirit and purpose of said amend
ment and the law enacted in pur
suance thereof, and can only re
sult in the frustration of the will 
of the people, and in such distress 
and suffering by many entitled to 
receive the assistance contemplat
ed.

Resolved secondly, that we here
by petition the Governor of Texas 
to convene the Legislature in ex
traordinary session without furth- 
delay for this worthy purpose.

Resolved thirdly, that we call 
upon the applicants for Old Age 
Assistance and their friends in 
the several counties of our State 
to join us in our efforts to make 
said Assistance available at the 
earliest moment possible and to 
all who can legally qualify for it.

Resolved fourthly, that a copy 
of these resoultions be sent to 
Governor James V. Allred, and al
so to the Press of the State.

A. R. WATSON,
Chairman.

J. B. JONES,
Secretary.

-------------o-------------

THE GOVERNOR WRITES

PENSION LAW 
ADMINISTRATION

Permit me to call attention to 
a feature of the old assistance law, 
otherwise known ■ as the old-age 
pension law of Texas. Section 8 
of this law is being disregarded. 
The administrator of this district 
gives out the information that he 
does not know why this section is 
not being complied with; that he 
is obeying the orders o f the board 
at Austin to send all applications 
to headquarters. I wonder why 
this is being oone. *

Section 8 o f the act provides 
that whenever the application o f an 
old person is filed with the local 
authority for administering this 
law then the local authority must 
investigate the truth or falsity of 
the statement in the application. 
On that sworn application they 
must issue—that is, the local au
thority—its order o f approval or 
rejection, and a copy of this order 
be sent to the applicant. At the 
present time no orders have been 
issued and sent to the applicants, 
and no old person as yet known 
whether he is to be approved or 
rejected. The first day of May has 
passed and these old people should 
be informed o f their rejection or 
approval in order that they may 
protect their rights under the law 
by such actions as they are enti-

And there we have the unholy 
trinity that makes hard times for 
all honest people.

Don't imagine that I think the 
nation should go back to Republi
can rule, or that the workers should 
cease to organize for higher wages. 
That would be from the frying pan 
into the fire. But I do mean to 
say that we are making no real and 
lasting progress as long as we are 
not able to recognize and attack 
the real causes of our economic 
ills.

Our leaders are blind, as we are, 
and we are going to fall in the pit.

tiled to take, that they may re
ceive their portion of any funds 
that will be distributed by July 1.

More than a million dollars that 
has been taken from circulation is 
lying in Austin banks and should 
have been distributed long ago.

This delay has cost the people of 
Texas millions of dollars. Iowa 
has been receiving more than one- 
half million dollars every three 
months to assist it in taking care 
of its old people. More than six 
months have passed since the peo
ple by a vote o f more than four to 
one adopted the old-age pension 
amendment to the Texas Constitu
tion and we have already lost more 
than $1,500,000 that we should 
have received from the Federal 
Government by this time.

CLARENCE E. FARMER, 
Representative from Tarrant Co.

Fort Worth, Texas.
In Dallas News.

-------------o------------ -

POTATOES AT 15c A BUSHEL

In October, in Wyoming county, 
New York, farmers were market
ing their potatoes at 15c a bushel 
and some farmers were letting 
them rot in the ground rather than 
dig them and handle them at such 
an infamous price. Now that it is 
up to the taxpayers to feed the 
hungry o f the whole country, it 
would seem as if attention should 
be given to the potato producers, 
as well as the producers of cotton, 
corn and wheat, and that this food 
should be saved. What is more 
delectable than a baked potato, 
buttered, salted, and eaten jacket 
and all?

-------------o-------------

THE SHIRTS OF MUSSOLINI 
AN HITLER

The mail shirts of Mussolini and 
Hitler, made in the United States, 
are said to have cost $700 each, 
and not to be very uncomfortable 
except on hot days. The day Doll- 
fuss was killed the weather was 
very hot and he left his mail shirt 
at home.

“ Did we neglect to tell you that 
we, also, liad a personal letter from 
Governor James V. Allred, thank
ing us for kind words expressed 
in this column.”— Shafts in Morn
ing Herald.

We read a most fulsome com
mendation of Governor Allred, for 
his remitting of the severe penalty 
of the man Johnson, the back 
wheel of whose truck the Stokes 
car struck before plunging into a 
bridge and killing Mrs. Stokes, 
who was the governor’s sister.

The two local dailies appeared 
to vie with each other as to which 
could say the most laudatory 
things about Governor Jimmie for 
this generous act.

They both get letters and the 
little daughter of Dr. Dickens gets 
a letter on a beautiful little spring 
poem. Now this is nice and would 
do credit to a school boy who would 
thus commend those who would 
compliment and shout over com
mendation, regardless o f its sound
ness.

But, granting that the governor 
treats all sections and counties 
just so, this is rather light busi
ness for the governor of a great 
state and would require much time.

Governor Jimmie is a swell gal
lery player. But he is not so 
stout as an executive o f a great 
state.

If he would take time to com
mend for constructive service, ra
ther than personal flattery, it 
would really be more becoming, 
even to Jaunty Jimmie, while he 
is playing at the job of being gov
ernor of Texas, and working at 
the job o f playing to the galleries, 
while the people pay an awful bill 
for this type of masquerading and 
courting comments, after the order 
of a too highly painted lassie.— 
Greenville Messenger.

---------------- o----------------
THE BIGGEST DAM IN 

INDIA

The biggest dam in India, and 
claimed to be one of the largest 
in the world, has just been opened 
at Mettur, across the Cauvery 
river. The dam is a little more 
than a mile long and has an aver
age height of 215 feet.

JOINTHEFORUMCLUB
Do you want to take a part in this political campaign? Do 

you want to have something to say about who should be elected 
to office? Do you want to help in a campaign having for its 
purpose the election of a proper man for Governor and the elec
tion of competent people to other offices including the Legis
lature ?

In unity there is strength and if  you want to become connected 
with a unified effort to give the people a better government 
and lower taxes and the enforcement of th law and other needed 
reform, here is how you can do it. I have decided to bring 
together the readers of the Forum in a movement to be known 
as the Forum Club. It is no partnership, it is no corporation, 
it is just me and you Mr. Voter if you join and together we 
will start something for the good of the people. Here is the 
idea.

Send me fifty cents and I will send you six copies of the 
Forum each week from now until July 22nd. You can then hand 
these papers out to the same people each week or what would 
be more effective to hand them out to different people each 
week and thereby you will aid in the Forum’s campaign for 
distribution of political information and you will become a mem
ber of the Forum Club in good standing with all the rights and 
benefits incident thereto.

So if you want to take some active part in this campaign 
this is the way to do it and thereby we will start a movement 
that will sweep this state for the election of the right man for 
Govtrnor and he election j f  the proper p oi le to the Legislature 
who will stand for reduction of taxes, the payment of the old 
age pension and the dissemination of other facts that will enable 
the people to bring about political reform.

Senator Sanderford L campaign is growing every day. Good 
men are announcing for the Legislature and the people have 
begun to talk already and if you would like to join this move
ment just fill out the blank hereto attached and put fifty cents 
in it and address it to me at Austin, Texas, and you thereby 
lecome a full fledged member of the Forum Club for the pur
poses herein set forth. Come on. I need you and you need me. 
The country needs us both and that’s the reason why we must 
act together.

JAS. E. FERGUSON.
Hon. Jas. E. Ferguson,
Austin, Texas.
Dear Sir:

I herewith enclose you Fifty Cents for membership in the 
Forum Club and for six copies of The Ferguson Forum to be 
mailed to me each week from now until July 22nd beginning
at once. My address is......................................................... Texas.

Signed .................................................... ............... .........

W ar! W ar! W ar!
An Open Letter 

To Mr. Roosevelt
As an American citizen it would 

be difficult for me to express my 
indignation at the manner in 
which this country is ignoring the 
serious situation that menaces 
California and our entire Pacific 
coast— and perhaps our entire 
country.

Some of our patriotic citizens 
can hardly express their feelings 
in this situation without sinking to 
a level o f profanity. For more than 
a generation we have heard o f the 
possibility o f a war with Japan; 
but we are so self-satisfied, so 
big and strong—so we imagine—  
that we can go on our way non
chalantly.

But, unless we are being gov
erned by a bunch o f nitwits, this 
attitude should change—not next 
year or the year after, but as 
quickly as possible.

Officials who are in charge of 
the defense of this country should 
be aroused to action. The situa
tion should never have been allow
ed to develop to its present status 
by those in charge of the defense 
of this country. Their neglect of 
duty in this emergency is truly 
appalling.

Before visiting California re
cently I was told there were less 
than one hundred thousand Japa
nese in that state. While there a 
prominent official informed me 
that there are two hundred and 
fifty  thousand Japanese in Cali
fornia, and that they are all armed 
—that they bring their arms with 
them from their own country; that 
there are a hundred and twenty 
fishing boats in the bays of Cali
fornia large enough to be used as 
mine layers; that there are nearly 
a hundred and fifty  Japanese own
ing private planes who were form
erly bombing-plane pilots in the 
Japanese army. And that, fur
thermore, there are two hundred 
thousand Japanese soldiers in Mex
ico with a large number of com
missioned and noncommissioned 
officers; that there are fifty  thou
sand Japanese soldiers in Peru 
conveniently located to the Pana
ma Canal. These soldiers are re
servists, it is understood.

And what are we doing about 
this treathening situation now fac
ing us? As far as the average 
citizen can see, we are doing noth
ing—absolutely nothing!

Doubtless the yearly increase in 
our battleships agreed upon in the 
recent Naval Conference may 
have been influenced by the possi
bility of Japanese war. But as 
an American citizen I demand that 
we maintain a sufficient number 
of warships in the Pacific Ocean 
to destroy any Japanese fleet that 
may attack us.

I Turthermore demand that we 
maintain American soldiers in Cali

fornia as large in number as the 
Japanese already have available 
there, which, if added to the sol- 
diei in Peru and Mexico, would 
approximately total a half million.

I demand we increase our air 
fleet to such an extent that an in
vading army can be attacked by 
airplanes in such large numbers 
that they will seem like a swarm 
of buzzing bees to our enemies.

California is a wonderful state 
— rich almost beyond the wildest 
estimate. The climate is such that 
it is attracting hundreds of thou
sands of our people from other 
states.

The Japanese are an ambitious 
people. In their country they are 
glorifying the victories of war. We 
have insulted them by refusing to 
grant them en entry privileges giv
en to the citizens of other coun
tries. Possibly they would like an 
opportunity to prove that instead 
o f being our inferiors they are our 
superiors.

There 's only one way to insure 
lasting peace, and that is to be so 
thoroughly prepared with a power
ful armament to repel an invading 
army that our enemies will be 
afraid to attack us.

There is a tense situation in Cali
fornia. Many of the citizens of 
that state are seriously worried. 
The War Department should 
create an impregnable defense 
without delay. The entire army 
of this country at the present time 
would doubtless not be sufficient 
in numbers to repel the force that 
is now available to Japan on our 
western coast. But facilities could 
be quickly inaugurated for increas
ing the state militia ten times, or 
a hundred times if necessary.

A very large auxiliary police 
force could be organized that would 
be available in case o f emergency.

The statement has been made 
that any effort on our part to add 
to our defense armament would 
be considered an act of war by 
Japan; and if  this statement is 
true, that situation alone is suffi
cient excuse for us to hasten the 
work of defense as fast as possible.

We should quickly increase the 
size of our army on a par with the 
various European nations. We 
should forget the “baloney”  about 
our being isolated. Previous to 
the airplane such a theory might 
have been worth considering. But, 
with a half million soldiers avail
able for a possible enemy, we 
should awaken to the dangers that 
confronts us. I f  we were to build 
airplanes by the thousands—which 
would be comparatively easy at 
this time—we would have a de
pendable means o f defense.

Cancellation of airplane con
tracts, with the ensuing tragic 
deaths o f a large number o f our
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Frazier-Lemke Bill
No proposed law, in recent years 

has received any more attention 
throughout the country than this 
bill. The entir Legislature, House 
and Senate of the following states 
have endorsed it: Montana, Ne
vada, Wisconsin, Illinois, Minne
sota, North Dakota, California, 
Nebraska, Oregon, Indiana, Ari- 
sona, _raho, Colorado, Arkansas, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Iowa, South 
Carolina, Kansas, Michigan, Ohio, 
Washington, Texas, Kentucky, W y
oming North Carolina and New 
Mexico. The lower House o f the 
Legislatures of New York, Ala
bama, Missouri and Delaware have 
endorsed it.

If enacted into law, farmers 
may get their farm indebtedness 
refinanced through the aid of the 
Government for IV2 % annual in
terest with 47 years to pay. Loans 
on farms may equal the fair value 
of the land and 75% of the insur
able improvements; per $1000 loan 
the farmer will pay $30 annually, 
$15 interest and $15 on the prin
cipal; in this way the whole debt 
will be paid in 47 years. I f a 
farmer should desert his farm 
after such a loan is obtained there 
will be plenty of other good ap
plicants for it in view of the long 
term and low interest, it is con
tended.

i
Where Will The Money Come 

From
Farm loan bonds are to be is

sued bearing 1 rfz%  interest; they 
are to be sold at not less than par 
to any individual or corporation 
or to any State, National, or Fed
eral Reserve bank. The Federal 
Reserve and National banks will 
be required to invest their surp
lus and net profits in such bonds. 
To the extent of $3,000,000,000 
(billion) the Federal Reserve 
banks will be required to accept 
the bonds at par value and issue 
Federal Reserve notes (new 
money) in return therefor. The 
financing, it is claimed, will re
store an adequate currency and 
help everybody, as well as the 
farmers.

Who Eligible
Section 17 of the bill provides: 

“ The benefits of this Act shall 
also extend to any farmer, or 
member of his family, who lost his 
or her farm through indebtedness 
or mortgage foreclosure since 
1921, ana who desires to purchase 
part or all of the farm lost or 
another like farm. It shall also 
extend to any tenant, or member 
of his or her family, who desire 
to purchase an encumbered farm,

soldiers who tried to replace the 
commercial pilots, is a black page 
in the record of this administra
tion.

The impression everywhere ac
quired was to the effect that these 
contracts were canceled not so 
much because they were loaded 
with graft as to give opportunities 
to politicians who desired similar 
privileges in new contracts.

Aerial navigation was dealt a 
severe blow with the repudiation 
of these contracts. Even today jobs 
are scarce for pilots. But if the 
dire necessity for increased aerial 
armament is recognized, there 
should be work for every avail
able expert in this field.

Airplane schools everywhere 
be greatly increased in size, and 
a bonus should be offered to grad
uating pilots similar to the plan 
adhered to by practically all Eu- 
lopean nations.

If the money is not forthcoming 
to supply our crucial needs in this 
menacing situation, the members 
of Congress might find a very hot 
reception for them on returning 
home. The blam-jam fools who 
have been curtailing the activities 
of our munition plants ought to 
hang their heads in shame; and, 
furthermore, they should be placed 
in the front line of the army which 
may be needed to repel invaders!

BERNARR MACFADDEN
In Liberty Magazine.

provided he or she has lived on and 
operated a farm as a tenant for 
at least two years prior to the 
enactment of tis Act.”

Chance of Passage 
Its enactment into law this ses- 

sion is doubted. Its tremendous 
support cannot be ignored and 
the bill will continue to be am 
issue until satisfactorily disposed 
of.

SANDERFORD 
FOR GOVERNOR

Since early childhood I hav* 
often wondered why Texas could 
not have a Governor like the good 
men and women with whom I was! 
reared. Yes, like my neighbors 
and friends, people who were in
terested in improving the condi
tion of the plain, common people 
and coming from their very midst, 
and this year that long wished for 
man has come forth in the form 
of my very good friend, Senator 
Roy Sanderford of Belton, who is 
now a candidate for Governor.

Senator Sanderford and I plant
ed, plowed, chopped and picked cot
ton together, attended the same 
country school, swam in the same 
swimming hole, attended the same 
Sundry school and church and 
were constantly associated togeth
er urJ” grown. If anyone knows 
his ' deals, ambitions and desire for 
service it is I.

Senator Sanderford was cradled 
and nourished in that kindly philo
sophy most favorable to the work
er; however, he is well balanced 
and will be safe and true in all 
his dealings with man, regardless 
of his position in life.

There is not a shovel, nor a hoe 
handle that will not fit his hand, 
neither is there man, nor woman 
who cannot discuss his or her 
problems with him and feel at ease. 
He will lend dignity to the offic* 
and be untiring in his efforts to 
dislodge the vested interests from 
the Capitol and turn the goveriv- 
ment back into the hands of the 
people.

WILLIAM M. DAVIS
In Dallas News.
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FULLER’S EARTH FOR SORB 
FEET

Mrs. M. M. Campbell, Texa«, 
writes: “ Here is a sure cure for 
athletic foot or sore, raw feet* 
Wash your feet in warm water and 
with a mild soap. Dry with a soft 
cloth and apply fuller’s earth is. 
all the cracks and crevices be
tween the toes. Many have spent 
a great deal of money to heal 
atheltic foot, when with one dins* 
one can perfect a cure by means 
o f a few applications. Most drug 
stores keep fuller’s earth. It 
comes in bulk (or in cans) and 4s 
more easily applied if put in agi 
old powder can or salt shaken 
It is also fine for infants whea 
sore and chafed and when noth
ing else helps. It soothes and 
heals rapidly.

-------------0-------------

“ DARKNESS THAT CAN BE 
FELT”

The World’s Committee for R e
lief says that 2,400,000 human 
creatures died of starvation; 1,200»- 
000 humans committed suicide ha. 
cause of economic distress in 1934, 
At the same time 1,000,000 freight- 
car loads of grain, 267,000 freight- 
car loads of coffee, 560,000 hun
dred weight of sugar, 50,000 hun
dred weight of rice, and 50,000 
hundred weight of meat were de
liberately destroyed to keep up the 
market price level—World Events.

----------------0----------------

FOURSQUARE “ EVANGELIST”
KIDNAPS HIMSELF

In North Carolina a foursquare
evangelist, whatever that is, kid
naped himself and wrote letters 
around ihe country demanding 
$25,000 cash or the result would be 
he would lose his life. All he lost 
was his liberty, for he landed in 
jail. Now he wishes he had been 
honest and not been a foursquare 
evangelist. After being an evan
gelist it is hard to be straight.
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