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Hitler Raises The
Question of War or
Peace Over Europe

Twenty years after the geratest
catstrophe in history, Europe has
set to work desperately preparing
for war. The White House has
jssued official statement to the ef-
fect that they are “watchfully
waiting.” This remains one of 20
years ago when Woodrow Wilson
was President; at that time, the
White House issued the statement
that the policy would be “watch-
ful waiting.”

Millions of Europeans are ask-
ing :luestions about the next war.
Another world war seems inevit-
able, barring a miracle, and this
is the explanation of why every
European nation as well as the
United States, is arming on an
unprecedented scale.

The Curtain Lifts

Now that the curtain is lifted,
the declaration of Hitler seems
clear. Germany argues that the
Allies have not kept their pledge
under the treaty of Versailles,
where they agreed to disarm when
Germany scrapped her armaments.
The Allies have zealously armed
for years. Now Germany claims
that they have scrapped this'pledge
and Hitler asks the world why
Germany should not re-arm. Al-
ready in Germany, Eric von Lu-
dendorff has been suggested as
coinmander-in-chief of the new
German militaristic machine. It
is only a matter of guessing when
the next world war will start.
Lloyd-George thingt 4ve will have
war within the next 10 years. The
great statesman, Edouard Benes,
thinks next year ill decide the
fate of Europe.

The decision of Hitler to re-arm
plainly means that Germany will
have the greatest army in Europe
with the exception of Russia, and,
once developed, will be the most
powerful militaristic machine in
the world. This is true, because
Germany possesses the greatest
chemical nda industrial organiza-
tions on the continent of Europe,
and the most efficient air force in
Central Europe. What will this
decision mean, diplomatically
speaking? It will mean that France
and Russia will strengthen their
alliance. They already have an
understanding. It will mean that

~ England, as in 1914, will draw
closer to France. France will al-
so bring into her orbit Italy, Rou-
mania, Jugoslavai, and Czecho-
slavakia. The armenment race is
well under way. A member of
the German reich, spegaking in
Boston recently, stated that Ger-

many has been re-arming for

years. She is capable of building
1,000 military planes per week.
She is building 2,000 per month.
She will have the strongest air
force in the world. And the next
war will be won in the air.

Nations will now place little re-
liance on the peace machinery.
The influence of the peace machin-
ery of the world such as the Kellog
pact, has been carefully dimin-
ished by the repudiation of the
Treaty of Versailles. Nations are
falling back on the balance-of-
power theory, that only by huge
armaments and alliance with
powerful neighbors can they re-
main at peace and retain their
territories.

Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria
are following Germany by de-
nouncing the Treaty of Versailles.
Re-armament is one of the most
important planks of Htiler’s philo-
sophy. He very cleverly seized the
opportune moment when England
announced the general increase in
her armaments and France de-
termined to increase her conscript
army. Hitler demands g place in
the consort of nations commen-
surate with the German pre-war
predominence. The only way this
can be obtained is by the sword.
Germany today, stripped of her
colonies, humbled in her re-arma-
ment by. the Treaty of Versailles,
. The peace machinery of the
world, that has been developed for
20 years, has now been thrown
overboard. The nations are now
relying on force. It is hoped by
many that our administration will
not follow the Wilsonian example

DROUBHT CUTS
WINTER WHEAT
CROP PROSPECT

With the planting of his 1935
crop now underway, the North
Dakota farmer turned anxious
eyes this week to the plight of
his fellow-farmers in the winter-
wheat belt of the middlewest
where the grip of the drought re-
mained unbroken and dust storms
of proportions never before wit-
nessed had laid their devastating
scourge of ruin on upwards of 15
million cropped acres.

The extent to which the drought
has already cut into the nation’s
wheat crop was officially given last
week in the first Department of
Agriculture crop report of the year
and the most pessimistic forecast
in many years. For the third suec-
cessive growing season, wheat pros
pects indicate another record short
crop in the winter wheat belt,
the yield forecast being set at
435 million bushels compared to
the five-year average of 618 mil-
lion bushels.

This, plus the 190,000,000 bushel
spring wheat crop anticipated as
a result of lifting acreage restric-
tions, would result in a total yield
of 625,400,000 bushels, which is
roughly the amount required for
domestic consumption alone.

Devastation Continues

The department of agriculture
forecast was based upon conditions
of April 1, however, and crop ex-
perts throughout the southwest ex-
pressed belief that the havoc
wrought by continued drouth and
dust storms since that date has
trimmed millions of bushels from
the department’s figure. The U.
S. weather bureau, taking cogniz-
ance of adverse conditions since
April 1, reported: :

“In the 10 states, chiefly affect-
ed more than 40 per cent of the
winter wheat seeded last fall is
expected to fail and liberal rain-
fall is urgently needed to revive
pastures, wild hay and alfalfa
and to permit the.seeding of spring
crops. States most affected are
Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota,
Oklahoma, Texas, Montana, Ida-
ho, Wyoming, Colorado and New
Mexico.”

The AAA expressed mounting
concern over the crop conditions,
an official report describing the
drouth situation in the great plans
area as ‘“even worse” than last
year. Another alphabetical ag-

ency, the FERA, likewide found|

upon its hands a new problem
created by the drouth—more than
20,000 additional families, their
crops wiped out, dependent upon
the government for relief.

AAA Gets Criticism

Feed shortages and climbing,
food prices in the wake of last
year’s dry seige became even more
acute with the drouth continuing
AAA crop destruction policies
into 1935, and severe criticism of
stalked Secretary Wallace this
week as he attempted to drive
through congress amendments to
the farm legislation giving him
even broader powers over Amer-
ican agriculture.

While seeding operations in
North Dakota have been delayed
by cold weather and lack of seed
due to red tape in the seed loan
administration, the outlook in the
eastern half of the state is con-
sidered good. Several sectors
there there have recorded more
than normal rainfall in the last
6 months and throughout the state

(Continued on page 3)

and that this nation will strictly
stay out of the European mess.
It is recognized that this policy
will require sacrifice. War in Eu-
rope will cause our loss of trade
in Europe, and interference with
our business. These would be glad-
ly relinquished for peace.—Town-

send Weekly,

Legislature setting in joint session of the House and Senate.

ISSUE AND A BIG MAN

By JIM, The Editor
By invitation Honorable Martin Dies a member of Congress from the Beaumont district addressed the

Martin Dies, the father of the present Con-

gressman was one'of the ablest political speakers that Texas ever produced. During his tenure of office he
was recognized as one of the real statesmen of the nation. Young Martin now only 35 years of age appears
to be a chip off the old block. His speech before the Legislature was well received and applauded on many

points.
hereafter.

It is quite evident that he will have to be reckoned with in the public and political life of Texas

His speech before the Legislature dealt ' mainly with the question of the loss of export trade by the South
and especially Texas. He emphasized the fact that the prosperity of Texas in the last analysis depends upon
cotton. He made it clear that if we lost the revenue accruing from our export of cotton that it must result in
the final collapse of our economic condition in Texas. As our wealth depends upon the prosperity of the farmer
and especially the cotton farmer and the purchase of same by foreign countries, then the entire state certainly,
as well as the country must depend upon the success of cotton. Mr. Dies called attenion to the fact that the
laboring man of the cities is as much interested in the success of the cotton growing industry as well as the cotton

farmer himself.

Mr. Dies idea is for the Government to make an estimate of what the probable consumption of cotton in
the south would be then set aside a certain amount, thereof, say 40 %, and for the Government to pay a sub-
sidy or premium on that much cotton and in turn the farmer would be required to sell the balance for export
at export prices. He says that this would be a simple act of justice and for the same principle in another form
which has permitted this nation to pay a tariff subsidy to the manufacturer in the North and East.

It is not Mr. Dies idea for the Government to levy taxes to pay this subs_idy, but his idea is to issue
certificates or money based upon the surplus metalic money now held by the National Goverment and pay the
subsidy or premium on the cotton raised by the producer.

Mr. Dies calls attention to the fact that under the present reduction plan, a great major_ity pf the two
hundred and eighty thousand tenant farmers and the fifty thousand people that work for the oil mills and the
thousands of railroad men thrown out of employment from lack of cotton to transport and thousands of
other people are thrown out of employment and not permitted to work at any wage let alone a living wage,
that would be possible if the export trade of the cotton section was restored.

As Mr. Dies idea deals with a real burning issue that affects the destiny and happiness of the southern
people, his message to the people will hereafter receive earnest consideration and whether we agree with him or
not, the problem of the cotton farmer presents an issue about which our present statesmen are not well in-

formed.

LABORAND
ECONOMICS

Depression and Liberty

Misery during the war enthron-
ed Lenin, the Russian dictator,
who swept away personal free-
dom.

When economic misery wunder
the communistic regime became
more serious, Stalin, the man. of
steel, became the man of the hour,
wiping out the last remnants of
liberty.

The depression following the
war lifted Mussolini, the Italian
dictator, into the saddle, "sup-
pressing all freedom of thought
and expression, and turning the
whole nation into soldiers, trained
to shoot innocents on command.

The depression (deflation) policy
of Bruening in Germany caused
such disentigration of economic
and moral structure that the rise
of another dictator, Hitler, was
possible, with freedom of thought,
speech and publication ended.

Economic misery meant the end
of democracy in Austria, and other
countries are on the way, for the
same cause, to revert tyranny
which not only suppresses all pop-
ular rights and liberties, but the
elimination of all hope of general
peace and happiness and individ-
ual prosperity.

The depression is the road-paver
to dictatorship. But behind dicta-
torship stands high finance.

Self Preservation

In Snohomish county, Washing-
ton, 175 heads of families organ-
ized for self help and borrowed
$13,000 from the government. In
18 month’s time they have cared
well for their families; canned
80,000 cans of fruit; put in tons
of potatoes, carrots, cabbage, turn-
ips, and rutabagas; cut 302 cords
of firewood; opened a shoeshop
capable of making 40 pairs a day;
opened a clothing shop where all
necessities of clothing for men,
women and children are produced;
have built and equipped a wood-
working plant, machine shop, gar-
age, and blacksmith shop, and
bought trucks. The assets are now
considerably more than the amount
borrowed. If these families had
been put on a dole of $25 per
family per month, it is estimated,
the sum required to care for them
would have been seven times as
much as the amount borrowed,
and at the end of 18 months the

(Continued on page 3)

What Musolini’s Adven-
ture in Abysinnia May
Mean to Us Americans

By JAY FRAKLIN,
In Liberty Magazine

Here is a secret within a secret:

One fine day in June, 1929, at
Versailles, a small group of Ger-
mans signed a treaty which for-
bade this beaten nation to posess
an air force, poison gas, heavy
cannon, submarines, and other
weapons.

Other treaties were signed for-
bidding Germany and Austria to
unite, dismembering “the Central
Powers, surrounding them with
an iron ring, condemning them to
an indefinite future of poverty,
suffering, and starvation.

Germany stood it for fourteen
years and the Hitler’s Nazis came
into power. Hitler and his air
minister, Goering, left the League
of Nations and began rearming.

The German air force under
Goering became the most import-
ant fact in Europe. Nobody knew
how many planes the Germans
possessed. Nobody knew what
gases, bombs, and new - explosives
they had developed. Nobody knew
whether the reports of vast secret
bombproof under-ground hangers
were true or not. And nobody
knew what an air force could do to
a navy. The British remembered
how easily London had been bomb-
ed, and became openly worried.
At last they proposed an agree-
ment between France, England,
and Germany not to bomb each
other.

At first this proposal amounted
to a threat against Germany.
Then occurred events which re-
made the political map of Europe
in ten days. Sir John Simon was
ready to go to Berlin to talk turkey
with Hitler; but on the event of
his departure the British Govern-
ment published an official report
on armaments which blamed Ger-
many for England’s arming. Hit-
ler promptly developed a “sore
throat” which, he said, made it
impossible for him to talk to the
British Foreign Minister.

This, the first snub that Ger-
many had given England since
the war, had an electrical effect
on Europe. Its meaning became
clear almost at once when a re-
volution broke out in Greece.

No one who knows European

politics had the  slightest doubt
that this Greek revolution was
“made in England.” Venizelos
had always worked very close to
the British and his uprising fitted
in neatly with British anxiety to
keep the Balkans from Russian
or German control. Greece has
been England’s baby for the last
hundred years; England can make
Greece do exactly what she wants.

The British-trained Greek navy
and the greater part of the Greek
army in Macedonia went over to
the revolution. The combination
ought to have worked as well in
1935 as twenty years earlier.

It didn’t. Something new had
been developed since 1915; effec-
tive military aviation. The Greek
air -force—also British-trained—
stuck by the government, bombed
the rebel navy, and broke up the
communications of the rebel army.
Venizelos fled; the rebels surren-
dered. This was the first time in
history in which an air force beat
a combined army and mavy. The
experiment showed that an air
force can beat a navy operating
in narrow waters. And Ger-
many has an air force.

Long before the fighting was
over the British had seen the
point. Simon reassured Hitler, and
the very day the Greek rebels sur-
rendered, the Germans announced
that their “air sport” civil avia-
tion organization was part of the
German army—the first avowed
German violation of the Treaty of
Versailles. Somebody had given
way, and it had not been the Ger-
mans. )

How does all this fit in with
Mussolini and Abyssinia?

In 1896 Italy tried to conquer
Abyssinia. Ten thousand Italian
troops were captured, butchered,
and many were eaten by canni-
bals. Ever since the Italians have
waited for a chance to wipe out
this defeat.

Early in this year, French and
Italian outposts faced sudden at-
tacks by well armed natives. One
of these attacks on an Italian
column became the excuse for
Mussolini to rush 40,000 well equ-
ipped men to the scene of action
and to open a diplomatic attack.

(Continued on page 3)

FOR CONTEMPT
OF THE COURT

By GEO. W. M. NUTTING
In Progressive Farmer

0. H. Nelson, youthful judge of
the first county court of the Texas
Panhandle, sitting at old Mobee-
tie, dropped his bridle reins in
front of the one-room courthouse.
His tired mount edged over to the
bunch of ponies standing hitched
to the ground while the judge en-
tered the building.

“Court is now in session,” Nel-
son announced unbuckling his gun
belt and dropping it on the floor
beside his chair together with his
ten gallon hat. “What case is
before the court today?”

“The State ve. Tom MecIlhenny,”
replied the prosecuting attorney.

“Is the State ready?”

“We are, your honor.”

“Who is attorney for the de-
fense?” Judge Nelson asked.

“I’'m your Honor,” Temple Hous-
ton, handsome, brilliant-minded
son of General Sam Houston, an-
swered.

“Are you ready for trial?”

“May it please the Court,” Hous-
ton replied, “we are not ready.
The principal witness for the de-
fense will not be able to reach
Mobeetie until day after tomor-
row. I must ask for a continu-
ance until that time.”

“Didn’t you know that this case
was set for trial, today, Temple?”
the judge asked.

“Yes, your honor, and I did my
best to be ready. But matters
beyond my control have made ‘it
impossible for me to do,” Hous-
ton replied suavely.

“We’ll proceed with the trial,”
Judge Nelson announced, shortly.
“I put off starting my fall round-
up in order to hear this case to-
day. I cannot be in court day af-
ter tomorrow.”

“But, your Honor—” Houston
began.

“Proceed with the trial,” the
judge snapped. “The defense had
due notice of the date for which
this case was set.”

Houston’s face flushed. He sprang

to his feet. “If the Court will
take the trouble to inform itself
on the law, it will find that the
defendant is fully within his rights
in demanding a continuance, un-
der the circumstances,” he re-
marked, with a sarcastic smile.
“Your Honor—”

“You have heard the Court’s or-

(Continued on page'3)

The Inevitable End

Of Faulty Leadership
Is Always A Tragedy

(By FRED W. DAVIS)

bunch of cattle.

sonal privilege,”’ and says:

(E'd}itor’s Note.—The following eriticism should be read
by all parties concerned, because it comes from one of those
rare ecoflomists who has ever ‘‘practiced what he preaches’’
on the subject discussed. In the midst of the denuded sand
storm section of New Mexico Fred Davis owns g ranch. With
the exception of just a few acres on which vegetables for
home use and emergency feed crops were grown, the entire
acreage is still heavily sodded with native grass, enough, -
even during this unprecedented drought, to sustain a normal

And to my personal knowledge, Fred Davis has, for a
quarter of a century, repeatedly urged the necessity of
conservative plans to protect the used lands in those always
semi-arid sections by promoting adaptable forest growths.
But the public under the direction of their band masters who
urged the purchase of farm tractors for the purpose of
more extensive cultivation ‘‘little heeded nor long remem-
bered’’.the ‘‘nagging of a critic’’ in advance of his time.

It seems that Mr. Davis now ‘‘rises on the point of per-

‘T TOLDP. YOU: 80. %

OF STORMS
DESTRUGTION
AND PRIGES

(Wood County Record)

The dust and sand storms of re-
cent weeks have played havoc with
crops in the middle-central states
and to the soutwest. Conditions
in the wheat belt we are told are
piteable, most discouraging and in
numerous cases the farmers are

moving away, seeking other sec-

‘tions to make their homes after

scores of years of habitation where
they had established their homes.
It is something to think about,
it is not so bad to lose a crop one
year, but to lose one’s footing,
one’s hope, one’s morale is cer-

tainly distressing. No one could

predict this dreadful condition nor
could one control or prevent it.
The wheat prospects have van-
ished for this year. How fine it
would be if the United States
Government could call back sever-
al years, when it dumped into riv-
ers and streams millions of bush-
els of wheat, already harvested,
and burned what was left, for the
sake of price—a price that was
all,—just a price. After all is
it the price we are looking for or
supplies. The destruction of wheat
in past years was nothing less than
the destruction of real wealth—
that which required man power
and toil to create and grow, and
time to mature. Now that we still
have the man power, the poten-
tial toil we don’t have the time.
God Almighty has set rules for
the production of crops and He
also has set rules for the preser-
vation of the same. One violation
of His rules is DESTRUCTION:
He would command, were He to
speak to man today,—“Thou Shalt
Not Destroy that which is good
and needful.” We have no right
to destroy anything that grows
by the sweat of the brow from
the green earth, so long as it is
good.

So now as we grieve over the
natural destruction of wheat crops
by sand storms and the like and
that /which our government com-
manded and executed in recent
years just for the sake of a price
—would it not be wise for us to
fall upon our knees and ask Di-
vine forgivness for such foolish
acts and promise Him here and
now that neither we, nor our gov-
ernment shall play the fool again,
—price or no price.

We predict that flour will soar
the coming fall to $12 per barrel
as a result of destruction both
governmental and by storms—and
since PRICE, PRICE, PRICE was
the slogan back yonder, we wonder
who' then will have the Price to
pay for that high flour. We won-
der,

This article is intended as
criticism. * It is not, however, t
criticize any particular individual,
past or present, but to emphasize
the lack of forethought of leadersy

Twenty year sago this last|
January I became Commissionexr{
of Agriculture of this state. Thig
office had then been functioning
for about eight years. The stat«
ute creating the Department of
Agriculture conferred considerablq
authority upon the Commissioney
in regard to forestry. But a shor{
while before my election a division
of forestry was established at A,
(& M. College! Tis did" fof, Y
ever, lessen my interest in thg
subject, even though it did nulli«
fy the authority and responsibility|
formerly given the Commissioney
on this subject. During the si
years I was Commissioner I haj
quite a bit to say about the sub«
ject of forestry. I also published
a scientific discussion of the sub<
ject as a Department bulletin.

Apparently every student should
know that the question of forestryy
especially in this state has twq
fundamental objectives. One id
the proper harvesting of the timd
ber of natural growth and thd
other the growing of timber on the
vast area of our plains where therd
is mo appreciable natural growthy
The proper harvesting of grow-<
ing timber so as to protect the
young growth and avoid the crea«
tion of fire hazards requires ex<
traordinary police powers and acd
tive overseeing. To fell trees in a
haphazard manner and take them|
out carelessly is a wanton de«
struction of young timber. To
leave all the brush and that por<
tion of the body of the trees nofl
fit for commercial use jumbled in
among the young timber is a neg+
ligence which must ultimatelyt
mean destructive fires. Signs to
caution the public against fird
hazards are alright as a remindert
but not as a remedy.

Everybody knows that nature
will perpetuate her forests if
given a chance. Never at any time
in our history should any one have
been permitted to jeopardize grow-
ing trees by any manner of avoid-
able carelessness, even thoughl
there may have been personal pro=
fit in so doing. But carelessness
and fire-traps have been the ruld
all the while and it'is no wondeﬁ
we now hear all kinds of plans td
get the government behind large
areas of what is called “cut over’™
lands.

As to our plains area, one wone
ders if leaders were so ignorant{
of history and so devoid of com«
mon sense that they did not know
what would happen if we putf
practially all the land under thg
plow and not grow sufficient trees
to break the force of the windg
and neutralize the electricity with
which every particle of earth ig
charged during the wind stormg
that frequent that country? For
vears I insisted that a study of
adaptable trees should be empha<
sized in every western school, aid<
ed by vast experiments in tred
planting. I also insisted that thd
people should be advised to break
up a minimum, instead of a maxi<
mum, of land. Most of the peo«

(Continued on page 2
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THE FORUM IS NOT JUST ANOTHER NEWSPAPER—
IT IS DIFFERENT

History records that 2 per cent of the population owned
all the great wealth of Babylon when that ancient city went
down into ruins and destruction. Only 1800 men owned
Rome and the powerful Roman Empire when that nation
fell into destruction at the hands of an enraged slave-driven
people. When Persia fell under the sword only 1 per cent
of the people owned that rich kingdom. . . . Centralized and
mass-hoarded wealth of any kind is dangerous-and brings de-
struction. America is following the same terrible tragedies
of other nations.—J. J. Gorman.

Poverty must be wiped out. No nation ecan call itself
either Christian or civilized that permits babes, little chil-
dren and the aged to suffer for food, clothes and shelter.—
Labor’s Voice.

| mean to tell us that manufacturers and other large employers

i problems in ecalculus.

ABCwX X2

AN OBJECT LESSON IN HIGH FINANCE
(By I. B. ALFORD) '

(With apologies to the Author of ‘‘Coin’s Financial School’’)
The idea generally prevails that only bankers and bondholders
can and do understand the eurrency question. This is exactly
what the ‘‘gentlemen of leisure’’ who profit by the system now
in vogue would have everybody believe. And, Mr. Average Citi-
zen, believing the problem is too deep for him, is licked before he
ever begins fo think about the subject. Like the hypochondriac
who, though he had tried every rewedy, didn’t believe he would
ever get well. And he didn’t. He died, haunted by the ghost
- of his'own doubts, a victim of his own folly.
This sketch is submitted as a effort to simplify this imaginary
. abstruse problem—a kind of primer effort, so to speak—in order
-that ‘‘the wayfaring man, though he be a fool, need not err
therein.”” The discussion here presented is reduced to the status
of a personal equation, and, as such, may be applied to any man’s
experience. This arrangement should assist in rendering the
subject easy of understanding.

Thre men—-call them A, B, and C, a father, a son and a grand-
son—Ilived and operated during three successive generations.
Simultaneously therewith lived thre other men, X, Y, Z, in con-
temporary pairs to A, B, and C. During the youth of the father,
A, about 70 years ago, he conceived the clever plan of borrowing
from X the sum of $1,000, giving his note therefor, stipulating
that at the end of 40 years this $1,000 would be repaid, either by
himself or his son B. In addition A also agreed to pay to X a
certain sum, 5 per cent annually, as compensation for the loan.
All his active life, for a period of 40 years, A paid this annual 5
per cent, until death relieved him of his obligation.

And it came to pass, after A’s death, that X, the holder of the
note, presented same at its maturity to B for payment. At first
B demurred on the plea of injustice in requiring him to pay for
an obligation made 40 years ago, which obligation was laid upon
him without his knowledge or consent. Besides, B insisted, the
holder of the note in collecting 5 per cent annually had already
received a sum of $2,000, twice the face of the note. And there
was much argument over the matter, for a time.

But, in due course, the holder of the note (not the original
holder, but a son, Y), eventually won the argument on the ground
of ‘“the sacredness of contracts,’”” and B was compelled to meet
‘the obligation as stiplated in-the bond. But instead of paying off
the obligation at maturity, B accepted Y'’s liberal proposition to
renew the note for another 40 years. And, to ameliorate B’s
hardships attending upon the consummation of this ‘‘sacred con-
tract,”’ Y generously offered to grant to B personally a loan of
another $1,000. This loan, as per the renewed one, was made for
40 years, and at 5 per cent per annum. _

Under this arrangment B’s obligation in paying the interest
as it became due was double that of his deceased father A. In
paying the annual sum of $100 as interest under this new ar-
rangement, B was paying at the rate of fen percent on the loan of
*$1,000 which he had personally received. And again it came to
pass, at the end of 30 years, that B, having grown prematurely
old under the mental strain resulting from his inereased burden,
gave up the ghost, and was laid to rest by the side of his father.
And, coincidentally therewith, Y, the holder of B’s note, as a
result of riotous living engendered by his easy life, also died and
was burried. But not the note which he inherited from X. By
the code then prevalent this note, by inheritance, passed into the
hands of Z.

~And when the time for the payment of the annual installment
of interest drew nigh, Z did in formal and legal manner, through
the able legal counsel which he also inherited, make demand upon
C that he be prompt, according to the custom of his fathers, in
paying the usual installment of interest then due.

But C, in harmony with the reckless spirit of his generation,
was inclined to be wayward and rebellious against many of the
time-honored customs of his fathers. He insisted, first, that he
had never borrowed any money from Z; and, second, that Z had
never loaned any money either to him or to his fathers; and,
third, that Z had merely come in, by the accident of birth, and
claimed a stipend on a transaction consummated thre quarters
of a century ago, the consideration of which had already bheen
paid nearly three times over. ;

But the counsel for Z made argument that ‘‘the sacredness of
contract’’ rendered it obligatory upon C to carry out in good
faith the promise of his fathers. To which argument C, being
of impulsive temperament, and of radical state of mind, replied :
‘““To hell with your ‘‘sacredness of contract.”” On the $2,000
which my fathers borrowed from your fathers there have already
been paid in annual interest installments the total sum of $5,000.
When these transactions were negotiated I was not consulted
about the matter; and I’'m damned if I’ll be insulted about it
now. I am living in the present, for the future, and my family.’’

And now, Mr. Average Citizen, what are you going to do about
this matter? YOU are C. Under that code of the ‘‘sacredness
of contracts’’ you inherited an alleged obligation laid upon ydu
by previous generations. This obligation through the channel of
taxes to pay interest on bonds has gradually, but surely, pinned
you to the earth. To pay only the annual accumlations of in-
terest absorbs all our earnings. In addition, everything you
possess, your home, your business, your equipment for operations,
even the clothes you wear and the food you consume are held in
escrow as guarantee of your good faith in perpetuating a system
the details of which were worked out and set in operation before
you were born.

AND WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT ITt

STUBBORN IGNORANCE

(Editorial in Townsend Weekly)

Evidently Miss Perkins—or Mrs. Wilson, her real name—
hasn’t even yet learned of the one big outstanding hindrance to
recovery—that idleness is enforced and not the voluntary status
of the 14 million employable eager for a job. She says:

“A man’s work should engble him to live with a sense of
security in the future, with provisions for old age, illness,
for his children against untimely death of the bread winner.
It should bring him the leisure and opportunity to share in
the social and cultural life of the generation in which he
lives.”’ :

Dose the woman, wh# voices the thought of the Administration,

are fools enough to start their mills full blast just to employ
more labor, in a market that has been stripped of buying and
consuming power ever since the present administration took
office ? Hasn’t the NRA debacle taught her anything at all?

Oh well—what’s the use. When a child doesn’t even know
the multiplication table one should not expect the child to solve
But it seems surpassing strange that the
Secretary of Labor should be so wilfully ignorant of the modern
operandi for the re-employment of labor, in view of the fact that
ghe has been swamped with information about it from the mil-
lions in the lower walks of life who know all about it.

It seems like vain repetition and an almost useless waste of |

energy to again point out to her that under the circumstances
can jobs never again be provided for all employables. Machines
have definitely shelved over 14 milloins of workers, as no longer
needed to supply the country with all it can consume. There is
no other way of restoring consumption than to restore the buying
power to the consumer. This can only be done by selecting for
retirement those who have depreciated from a productive stand-
point, those over 60 years of age, and give their jobs to the young
and vigorous. Levy a transaction-tax of two per cent on the na-
tional turnover of 1200 billions of dollars; pay the yield, up to
$200 per month to all aged people over 60 years old, compel
its redistribution within 30 days, and there will be no longer an

i hands of prison guards is unbelievable unless you see 1t with your

unemployment problem. Likewise, the consumers will have pur-
chasing power.

PRISON FARM QUESTIONS

(Editorial in The Houston Press)

Whenever a prison investigation is started Manager Lee Sim-
mons rushes to the scene to offer his help. Wouldn'’t it be more
helpful if he stayed in the background? How can members of
the Legislature get guards or convicts to answer questions freely
and fearlessly if the man who controls their fate is seen on the

prison farm while the investigators are making inquiries?
’ #* * FoH#

It is customary for a legislative committee to be entertained
with a prison feast and a rodeo show. We congratulate the com-
mittee now at work on its seeming determination to conduct a
court of inquiry and not to be recipients of courtly and costly

festivities.

* * L

Twelve sick and maimed convicts were moved from Retrieve
Farm just after a committee of investigation was appointed by
the Legislature. Manager Kelley says they were not the con-
viets who cut off their toes or otherwise maimed themselves. We
gather from this that there was a sudden determination on the
part of the prison manager to see that men needing hospitaliza-
tion were sent where they could be treated properly. Surely
there was no intent to hic‘i'e them# froil*the committee.

A committee of Angleton business men met, the legislative com-
mittee to assure them that convicts who maimed themselves on the
Retrieve Farm did it to get out of work. Also, that the conviets
at Retrieve are bad characters. We are quite sure they are bad
otherwise they would not be conviets, but will the committee
please ask one of those good citizens whether he believes any man,
good or bad, would chop off a foot or slash his legs with an ax
just to escape work. Isn’t it barely possible that some terrible
fear or desire to escape cruel treatmfilt actuated them?

#* *

The Houston Press sent no reporter to Retrieve Farm to ques-
tion those making investigations. - We were told in advance, as
were representatives of the other two Houston papers, that the
committee would report the findings after a court of inquiry had
been held. The committee members have told nothing and all
reports to the contrary are false.

* * *¥%

We trust the investigation being conducted will result in some
definite information or recommendations. If it accomplishes any-
thing it will make a record, for in the past all such inquiries
have been farcial.

AN EX-CONVICT WRITES

(Editorial in The Houston Press) [

The letter came from an ex-convict, which means to the average
citizen a doubt as to the correctness of any statmnt made. It
was unsigned, which also might make it questionable unless you
realize that any man discharged from the Texas penitentiary is
under suspicion and that policemen and other law-enforcing of-
ficers treat an ex-conviet on the theory that once a criminal al-
ways one.  They do not believe any of them ever reform, and
as g rule hound them unmercifully.

With that advance statement we print extracts from the letter,
letting you be the judge as to the credibility of the winess:
Editor The Press:

The Houston Press is one paper in Houston that tries to tell
the public the truth about the Texas Prison System.

Being an ex-convict I believe I can tell the public the truth
about what goes on at some of the farms. I have witnessed boys
beaten until they couldn’t walk to their beds merely because one
of the guards turned in a complaint that they did not work as
fast as some of the other men, and by fast I mean break-neck
speed all day long, running to the field and runnming back.

The inwestigation that is under way will never bring any facts
to the surface because the men know if they talk they will be
beaten half to death. The only way the real truth can be found
out 1s to send two or lhree men to these farms as convicts for
about a month and then they can see for themselves,

The cruel and terrible torture that some convicts suffer at the

own eyes.
I served two years in the system and I am leaving Tezxas this
week mever to return, but I never will forget the horrible things
I witnesses at Eastham Prison Farm, and it is my belief if Texas
doesn’t remedy this she will turn out dozems of Barrows and
Hamiltons each year, bitter against the public for letting such a
disgraceful thing occur in an age when we call ourselves civilized.
‘ AN EX-CONVICT,
Who served one year and mine months for a minore offense and
paid for it with my. healt*h rui;/:ed for the rest of my life.

The statement that the truth can not be disclosed by a legisla-
tive investigation is undoubtedly correct.

We are sure the legislative committee now investigating our
prison farms is composed of honest, intelligent men. We believe
the members will do their best, but what can they learn when
their witnesses are convicts who fear to talk, or guards who can
not be expected to incriminate themselves or those who employ
them ?

Then there are our good citizens, who believe in more and bet-
ter axes for prisoners to use in maiming themselves and, those !
who think eriminals will go to hell anyway and that it is right

- BANKING NECROMANCY

(Editorial in Townsend Weekly)

Any schoolboy will accept without proof the statement that
2 plus 2 equals 4. He will also probably feel certain that 4 will
always be 4.

Now if in our financial world we could be assured that 100
always equals 100 we would have no depressions. The trouble
is that bankers and most of the rest of us think that if 100 is
left for one year it will be 106.

Because we like to gather interest on money, as we like to find
things that cost us nothing, it is hard for us to see that 100 after
a year is not 106.

Suppose we represent all of the money put out by the United
States Government by $3,000. We will agree that there is no

other money. According to our system of finances, this money |

we will put into circulation through three banks, which we
will designate as A, B and C. Each has $1,000. Each, in turn,
lends its $1,000 out for one year at 6 per cent. At the end of
the year ‘A’ received $1,060 back—$1,000 principal and $60.00
interest. Bank ‘‘B’’ likewise receives $1,060 back—$1,000 prin-
cipal and $60.00 interest. But will Bank ‘‘C’’ also receive
$1,060? Impossible Bank ‘‘C’’ cannot receive more than $880.
Bank ‘“‘C’’ cannot get back more than there is remaining and
that is $880. Banks ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘B’’ can declare a dividend but
Bank ‘‘C’’ must declare bankruptey.

This is all because we fool ourselves into thinking that 100
when applied to money is different than when applied to nails.
One hundred nails at the end of a year will be 100 nails but 100
dollars at the end of a year will be 106 dollars, we seem to be-
lieve.

Or if the bank takes full advantage of its privilege it can
make it $116.00.

Since the Civil War, all United States currency is turned over
to the banks, from which it finds its way into circulation and no
one of us can get any of the currency which we print without
paying tribute to a banker. That is the reason that the bankers
are taking the lead in fichting the payment of the bonus to the
soldiers in newly printed currency. It would take us back to
the time of Andrew Jackson, when the United States circulated
its own currency and where 100 remained 100 as long as it eir-
culated and until it went back into the hands of the Government,
through the payment of internal revenue, custom duties or post-
age.

The Goldsborough bill in the House and the Thomas bill in
the Senate tend to correct the errors of our our banking situation,
and while the passage of these bills and the instituting of a gov-
ernment-owned bank in consequence, would not cure all of our
ills, it would go a long way toward remedying our sick financial
situation.

THE RICH ARE GETTING RICHER

(From The N. Y. Evening Post)

Those who consider the New Deal too ‘‘radical’”’ and who feel
with typical conservative resentment that it is the rich who are
being cracked down upon should find interesting the following
from the new book, ‘‘The Economiec Consequences of the New
Deal,”’ by Benjamin Stolbert and Warren Jay Vinton.

The trouble is that the power and the profits of Big Ownership
have not been disturbed enough by the New Deal—not by a long
shot—the rich have done vastly better than the rest of us.

In 1933, the first year of the New Deal, income taxpayers with
less than $10,000 per year saw their revenue DECREASE 5 per
een in comparison with 1932. But the top 8,000 who had incomes
of over $uu,000, INCREASKED theirs by 16 per ecent; while the
number of persons with annual incomes of over $1,000,000 IN-
CREASED from 20 to 46. Under the New Deal, exactly as in
the New Era (of Harding-Coolidge-Hoover), Big Ownership has
profited enormously at the expense of all the rest of us.

In the twelve months of the New Deal from October, 1933, to
October, 1934, the real weekly wages of our industrial workers
have DECREASED by 2 per cent. Yet the dividends of our
great corporations INCREASED 17 per cent in the some period.

When profits rise while wages lag it means but one thing.
It means that behind the vivid confusion of the New Deal, the
redistribution of the national income is stealthily and fatally
progressing UPWARD, and that the power of Big Ownership
is steadily enlarging. And unless the government succeeds in re-
versing this disastrous process, Big Owneship is bound to intensify
the crisis in the long run. :

* ¥ #*

According to this analysis, the trend of the New Deal, despite
its many commendable features, is down the wrong road. The
problem is to reverse the direction of the economic scheme of
things—to turn the economic miling machine around so_that
instead of sucking the cash and buying power of the masses to
the coffers of the few, concentrated wealth may be broken down
and wealth redistributed on an equitable basis.

How can this be accomplished? The answer is simple to assert
—difficult but not impossible to enforce.

The unemployed must be put back to work, The government
and industry must both do their part. Fair wages and hours
must be applied. Social insurance against unemployment, old
age, disability, sickness, and accidents must be provided. The
company union, open shop, and yellow dog contract must he
effectively outlawed. Taxation, based on ability to pay, must be
the source of public finance, and income and inheritance taxes
applied to check the concentration of vast wealth.

#* * ¥

Unfortunately, the trend seems to be the other way. Instead
of breaking down, massed wealth under the New Deal is further
entrenching itself. This is.a warning, a challenge to the liberal-
ists of the New Deal. :

A MATTER OF LITTLE CONSE-
QUENCE

(Editorial in The N. D, Leader)

With food prices skyrocketing as a result of drouth and the
crop destruction program, the Agricultural Adjustment admin-
istration is commencing to feel the stinging lash of criticism
weilded by millions of angry consumers throughout the nation.

The wage-earner whose income has been increased by perhaps
5 or 10 per cent in the last two years today finds that food prices
and other living expenses have spurted upward from 30 to 40
per cent. Whereas the New Deal promised the worker greater
prosperity, it has delivered greater disparity. It is a notorious
fact that the average man’s income has lagged far behind the
ever-inereasing costs of living.

‘When Fred Howe, Jerome Frank and other liberals in the AAA
protested at the widening gap between income and food prices,
they were summarily ousted by Secretary Wallace. And the
gouge instituted by distributors and middle-men has gone merrily
forward, unimpeded by governmental protest.

Moreover, the AAA has even taken upon itself the hopeless task
of defending sky-high food prices. In a recent official AAA re-
lease, with reference to the 20,000,000 people on relief, the ad-
ministration sagely observes: , .

““The price level, the cost of living, whether high or low is to
them (the 20,000,000 on relief) a matter of little consequence,
because they have no purchasing power except that provided
by relief.”’

That the AAA officials and their high-powered publicity agents
produced that gem without consulting some family on relief is
painfully evident. To the man working out his relief—perhaps
with numbed fingers in zero weather—it is decidedly more than
a ‘‘matter of little consequence’” whether, at the end of the week,
ke can cash his miserably small check and buy a basket of gro-
ceries at $3 or whether those provisions for his family cost $5.

What AAA chieftains glibly dismiss as a ‘‘matter of little con-
sequence’’ may spell, to the family on relief, the difference be-

and proper to give them part of their punishment right now.

tween being half-fed, or merely one-quaret-fed.

Somewhere among his many writings and speeches, Samuel
Gompers, in attacking certain tactics of employers, once said
that to take away a worker’s job is to condemn him to death.
To the worker, a job is his all—his livelihood, his family’s
security, his means of breathing and laughing and living.
' Without a job the worker is lost—he faces the alternative of

grim starvation—of death.

RAMBLINGS IN RHYME
(By A. P. PEIRCE)
OUR LAW MAKERS

T rambled to the State House, that wonderous pile of rock
I took a seat in gallery where I could see the clock.
I wished to see just how they work to get that little pay
We give our legislators, and what they call a day;
How many hours of good hard work they would do in a week;
And whether work or killing time is what they realy seek.
I listened to their gabble. It seemed to me a mess,
So many of them talking and moving round, I guess.
With such a contentious lot, each bound to have his way,
How any thing could there get done, is hard for me to say.
It looks as though to make a law would be a great expense
Costing more than thing is worth. Taxpayer’s no defense.
It seems as though they never could get law enough to do,
Though every one should make things worse and complicated too.

As T sat there I wondered if better it would be,
To do away with that whole mess, both houses, maybe three.
Establish Low Commission. Nine men is all ’twould need
To make and codify all law and run the state, indeed.
If all are honest, truthful men with heart we know rings true
They could make all laws we need and codify them too.
Make them face the voters to answer for this tricks
Elect them, three each even year so each term would be six.
As he enters on his duties each one take an oath.
‘T have no business interest, retainers fee or both
To warp my mind or heart or govern me too much
To give impartial service to all the law may touch,’’
““I swear to do full duty and do it on my own.
No lobyist, attorney, councellor, or drone :
Shall have a chance, or make attempts to guide my acts his
way, :
While serving state in office that I accept today.”’

If such a body was at work four days each week, we’d say,
The Whole(a1 year round, with no let up, and worked four hours each
ay,
No extra sesion would we need, for they would be right here,
Tending business every week, should immergeney appear.
A salary for them should be, and for the governor,
Enough so they could scron, for sure, the lobyists implore.

THE SONG OF THE HOBO
Dedicated 1o the Side Door Sleeper

We’ve nothing to do, we’v nothing to say,
No place to go and no place to stay.

Nothing to sleep on nor to sleep under,
Nothing to listen to save but the thunder.

Nothing to wear and nothing to carry,
Nothing to rest us on when we get weary.

They tell us ‘“move on we’l find better fare,”’
But still it is nothing when we get there.

Nothing for us, if we stay around here,
Nothing for us when get over there.

Nothing to help, nothing to hinder,
Not a thing for us here nor over yonder.

No North or no South, no East or no West,
No up or no down to where it is best.

Nothing to eat, but that doesn’t matter,
‘We must hold our peace and conserve all our clatter

~ There’s nothing to say to help make things right,
For they brand us a red if we once wail our plight |

There’s nothing for him who toils like an ox,
But plenty for him who toils like a fox.

Now nothing is left, no nothing at all,
The houses of Morgan have now got it all.

So nothing it is, Nothing’s our share,
So blessed be nothing we hail as our prayer.

COOPERATION WE DON'T NEED

(Editorial in The N. D. Leader)

Every once in a while you hear a rumor that some day the
bankers may refuse to ‘‘co-operate’’ with the federal ' govern-
ment.

To our way of thinking, that would be one of the finest things
that could happen to this country.

But there’s little danger of such a Dhlessing taking place.

Testifying recently before a Congressional committee, Mar-
riner . Eccles, governor of the Federal Reserve Board was
asked: ‘‘Suppose the banks—to get even—should refuse to buy
government securities. Then what would happen?’’

“‘It would be unfortunate for the bankers if the government
couldn’t get their cooperation,’’ replied Eccles, ‘‘because under
the circumstances the governent would take over the banking
system or use currency to pay the deficit rather than bonds.

No, there isn’t much danger that the bankers and their coupon-
clipping brethren will refuse to ‘‘co-operate’’ with Uncle Sam to
ghe etxent of not buying his securities. Nor is teh reason far to

nd. :

Eccles revealed that these bankers are now collecting interest on
these government securities to the tune of 320 million dollars per
year., And those securities were purchased by the bankers with
the government’s own money.

So we say, speed the day, when the big boys refuse their ‘“co--
operation’’ and quit making a sucker out of Uncle Sam. But if
we wait for them to do it of their own free will ,we wait till
doomsday. It will take a forcible weaning. :

(Editor’s Note—This is reminiscnet of the oft-repeated ques-
tion which has been raised in these columns—Who is boss in this
country anyway, the government or the bankers? And we rise
again to make the observation that the one who holds the bond
demanding its ‘“pound of flesh’’ ‘‘nearest the victims heart’’ id
no less master than when that immortal Bard produced that
thrilling sketch of the ‘‘Merchant of Venice.”’ :

And while this is the flourishing order of the day a bunch of
so-called ‘‘brain trusters,’’ better named as lickspittal economists,
in the lead, with a pandering press in close second, continues
to make dam fools of the rest of us by supplying the general
public with proper reading matter to keep up the enthusiasm.
It is certainly a relief to the rest of us not to have to do any

thinking for ourselves—nothing to do but follow the noise of the
band wagon.—I. B. Alford.)
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McCRAW, ALLRED, ESTES, ETC.

(Editorial in Wood County Record)

Governor, Allred, Attorney General McCraw and Col Carl
Estes needed not to go to Washington to fight the Thomas Oil

Bill which sanctioned Federal Control of Texas Oil Feilds.

All

that is and was needed is and was for Governor Allred to tell

Secretary Ickes and his cohorts to get the H.......

and keep hands off and back his

out of Texas
orders up by the Texas National

Guard for it was specifically provided in the Treaty between the
Republic of Texas and the United States Government.in 1845
when Texas went into the Union and witnessed and guaranteed
by Great Britain, France at that time that Texas should have
control of her public domain and natural resources and that the
United States should have no right to dictate what disposition
should be made of them. The treaty went even so far as to
provide that the United States Government could not buy, pur-
chase or possess any land within Texas except for army posts,
postoffice sites and the like and that should the United States
Government recruit an army within Texas that the Texas Gover-

nor should name its officers.

In view of/this pact and treaty

which has never been openly repudiated, excepting as the federal
government has usurped the right to dictate without the objection
from the state government as in the case of the Oil Fields of recent
years, then Texas can under the treaty tell the United States

Government and any other nation to'get the H........

and do it quick.

out of Texas

Therefore the trip to Washington, excepting as it would be to
conciliate, ‘‘sweet talk’’ or inform is of no consequence and is
in reality not necessary. If we were Governor of Texas, we would

tell Mr. Ickes to get the H......

. out of Texas and enforce this

dictum by force if necessary. Texas did not go into the Union as
other states did. It went into the Union as an independent and
soverign Nation and reserved for herself and her citizens inalien-
able rights specifically cited in the Treaty of 1845. Go read this
treaty and convince yourself. We as a state should celebrate our
Centennial by demanding our rights under this Treaty and com-
ing into cur rightful position under the Treaty. So Mote It Be.

0O
O

. UNWILLING CANNON FODDER

(Editorial in Houston Labor Journal)

Te fact that several thousand college students have recently
staged demonstrations in protest against war, presents to the
minds of some a problem they allege to be humiliating and diffi-

cult.

Leading the procession of those who

our old friend, the irrepressible

‘‘yiew with alarm’’ is
‘W. R. Hearst, and his big string

of jingoist newspapers—all blatantly proclaiming that the stu-
dents engaged in these demonstrations are disloyal and treason-

able.

Just how unfair an accusation is will readily be understood
by all who remember that shameful page in Americana—the
sordid story of wars being fomented by arms manufacturers
for the purpose of private gain, and of human beings regarded

as just so much cannon fodder.

That the youth of America are aware of these mercenary de-
signs and resent them is, in our opnion, a healthy sign. That they
are doing their feeble best to thwart them is, we believe, not only
a matter reflecting upon themselves, but it constitutes a serviee
of incalculable value to the whole American people.

On the score of patriotism, and in spite of dire assertions to
the contrary, the actual truth is that no real concern need be felt
about its alleged decline. In faet, the very young gentlemen whom
a few are criticizing so severely would doubtless, in case of na-
tional danger, be as quick to respond to their country’s call as
the youth of any other age or of any other nation on the globe.
That they do not wish, however, to engage in wars instigated by
quick-tempered officials with chips on their shoulders, or by
gentlemen with munitions of war to sell, is no reflection upon the
patriotism of these youngsters, but is rather a pretty good indi-

cation of sound common sense.

At any rate, they are on record as being opposed to war until

every possible avenue of peace

has been explored, and until no

other coures but war may be pursued with honor and safety.
For that service, they deserve the nation’s thanks.

AMERICA'’S

BREADLINE

(Editorial in Progress)

The last report from Washington says that 22,375,000 Amer-
ican people are now existing solely on the pittance doled out to

them by the ERA.

It is hard to imagine how many people 22,375,000 are.

So

we’ve been doing a little arithmetie.
If this American Breadline could stand in line, joining hands,
the line would reach completely around the world, at the equator,

and extend 248 miles beyond.

If the people in this American Breadline could all be assembled
in Washington to demand a redistribution of wealth, and if they
marched 10 abreast, the column would march past the Halls
of Congress day and night for 32 days. :
" This ““nation within a nation,’’ this brotherhodd of pauperism,
ranks among the greatest nations on earth. Only 12 nations in

all the world have more people

in their borders.

It is a ‘‘nation’’ larger than Mexico, which has only 16,552,000
people; larger than Turkey, which has but 17,500,000; larger

than Rumania, which has but

18,000,000; larger than Czecho-

slovakia, which has but 14,800,000.

« It is a ‘“‘nation’’ twice as large as Belgium, which has but 8,-
000,000 ; twice as large as Canada, which has but 10,376,000 ; six
times as big as Cuba; twice as big as Aregntina; seven times as

big as Denmark; twenty times as big as Ecuador.

» .

That is the size of the ‘‘nation’’ which is demanding action by

Congress.
its requests.

If it were a foreign nation we would jump to heed
Can they be ignored because they are Americans?

Contempt—

!
(Continued from page 1)

der,” the judge interrupted. “ I
do not care to argue the matter.”

“Of all the unheard of, arbitrary
rulings,” Houston blurted out,
with an oath, his face livid with
suppressed fury. “The abysmal
ignorance of this Court sets a new
record. It cannot get by with such
procedure!”

Judge Nelson was cognizant of
his own ignorance of the law.
Legal training was not one of the
requisite qualifications of a county
judge in Texas. But he had a
general knowledge of court pro-
cedure. Also he was determined
that there should be no further
postponement of his round-up. He
had been acquainted with Temple
Houston for many years and knew
the lawyer’s reputation for yield-
ing to his almost insane bursts of
temper which had several times,

' resulted so seriously for adversar-
les on whom he had vented his
rage. ;

“That will be enough of that line

of talk Temple,” he remarked
tooly, reaching to the floor for his

six-shooter and holding it in front
of him on the table top. “You are
fined twenty dollars for contempt
of court.”

Houston’s face turned white but
he restrained his anger with an
heroic effort. The trial ended
with an acquittal for the defense.

“His honor sure don’t know a
damned bit of law,” the lawyer re-
marked to his client, as Nelson left
the courtroom. “But I'll say this
for him, he’s got guts.” Then,
turning, he followed the judge
outside.
 Nelson caught the movement out
of the corner of his eye and slack-
ened his pace, prepared for trou-
ble.

“Let’s have a drink, 0. H.”
Houston invited, slapping the
judge familiarly on the shoulder.

“Suits me, Temple,” Nelson re-
plied, turning towards the saloon
across the street.

, “By the way,” he remarked t?)
the attorney, after the fifth round,
“I'm going to remit your fine.”

“Damned good thing for you,
Judge,” Houston commented, with
‘a smile. “I was just going to bor-
row the twenty from you so I
could pay it.”

This Butter

(From Southern Dairy Products
Journal)

For some months, creamery but-
ter producers have been disturbed
by proposals on the part of the
AAA and others to put the “Ore-
gon Plan” of grading butter into
effect in all parts of the United
States. Under this plan, the but-
ter maker of each creamery is
licensed to grade his butter make,
If he thinks that it scores 92, he
places the letter “A” on the retail
package. If he thinks it scores
90, he uses the letter “B”. And if
he thinks that it scores 89 or be-
low, he scores it as “C” butter. A
tolerance of one point in the score
is allowed. Naturally, under the
circumstances,little, if any, butter
is graded “C”! :

The plan appears to work so
far as the sovereign state of Ore-
gon is concerned. But if we study
the marketing situation a little
more closely, we can readily see
why the plan works there—and
probably will not work anywhere
else.

The only large butter-consum-
ing center in the state of Oregon
is Portland. Creameries in the
state are located comparatively
close to this market, and butter is
cut, packed and delivered to the
consumer usually within one day
or, at the longest, within a few
days. The fleeting aroma of the
butter is still retained when it ar-
rives in the home. Any inherent
disqualifications which a shipment
may have do not have time to de-
velip before the product is sold
and, perhaps, consumed. It is a
situation probably without par-
allel in any other state in the
Union,

The enforcement of this form
of butter branding is in the hands
of the state Recovery Act Com-
mittee. Inspection is under the
supervision of the State Dairy
Commissioner. Considerable leni-
iency, it is understood, is shown.

To show the fallacy of attempt-
ing to force the so-called “Oregon
Plan” or ABC grading of cream-
ery butter, the American Associa-
tion Creamery Butter Manufactur-
ers recently conducted some very
interesting tests. Forty-five one-
pound packages of butter were
purchased in about 20 scattered
retail stores in Boston, Chicago,
Cleveland, Philadelphia and Wash-
ington, D. C.

’Each pound of butter purchased
was in a carton,and each carton
carried a certificate of grade stat-
ing that (a) the butter had been
scored by an accredited Govern-
ment inspector; (b) had been scor-
ed in bulk before being made into
prints ‘and (c¢) had scored, at that
time, 93 points. The average
time elapsing between the time
when the butter was scored and
the time when it was purchased
was 25 days.

When the packaged butter was
re-scored in the different markets
by an accredited Government
grader, none of the prints scored
93. One scored 92.5; twenty-three
scored 92; one scored 91.5; twelve
scored 91; seven scored 90 and
one scored 89. The average score
for the lot was 91.3.

Even with an allowance of one
point, as is the practice in Ore-
gon, nearly half of the prints of
butter purchased would have been
condemned under the ABC method
of scoring. It 1is therefor,
evident that, under the present
federal food and drug regulations,
and with the adoption of the “Ore-
gon Plan” of butter grading, near-
ly half of the butter purchased
would have been subject to seizure
and its producers subject to prose-
cution at the hands of Government
agents.

Creamery operators in the neigh-
boring state of Washington had
no hesitation in rejecting the
“Oregon Plan” when it was pro-
posed to introduce the ABC method
of butter grading there. They did
not believe it would work—and
said so. Even Oregon butter mak-
ers frankly admit that the plan
works because of inherent condi-
tions peculiar to that Pacific Coast
state, and they do not recommend
that it be put in general use.

Only the bright minds of the
AAA are sold on the idea of mak-
ing ABC grading univer?,al in its
application. And AAA stubborn-
ness, encountered more than once
in recent months, can be counted
upon to do its darndest to put
the plan over. Butter manufac-
turers should make it plain—and
continue to make it plain—that
the Oregon Plan is not workable
and hence not wanted.
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“The rule of my life is to make
business a pleasure, and pleasure
my business.”—Aaron Burr.

bR B

“If you do not start right, you

are finished before you begin.”

Grading
Plan is Not Workable
Therefore Not W anted

Drought—
(Continued from page 1)

as a whole, farmers report suffi-
cient moisture to germinate seed,
although additional rainfall will
be required soon.

While dust storms have already
caused some damage in north-
western North Dakota, the state
has escaped anything even appro-
aching the silt clouds which have
rolled over the winter wheat areas.
Tuesday, heavy dust clouds hung
over Bismarck but they had been
blown in from South Dakota on
the wings of a strong wind,

Moisture T6% Normal

The weather report by the bu-
reau of agricultural economics
said that in the western tier of
states from North Dakota to Tex-
as and the eastern part of Mon-
tana, Wyoming, Colorado and New
Mexico precipitation since Sept.
1 has been less than 75 per cent
of normal intensifying an alread-
deficient subsoil moisture condi-
tion.

This area blankets the princi-
pal wheat producing section of the
country. * The report said “the
cumulative effects of the several
years of drought in this area have
resulted in such dry conditions
that winter wheat prospects are
extremely poor.” Pasture condi-
tions were reported to be the low-
est on record and much spring
wheat still was unplanted for lack
of rain.

Seeding Delayed
The report said spring sowing
had been delayed for lack of mois-
ture from western Nebraska and
eastern Wyoming southward with
moisture sufficient in the Dakota
and Montana togerminate seed.

Unless rains fall soon in the
southern part of the drought belt,
the bureau. said, “ the usual date
of seeding small grains will be
past and feed grain supplies next
winter will depend largely upon
growing conditions for corn and
sorghums.”

The crop damages largely con-
cerned wheat. In the Texas Pan-
handle, Walter  Barlow, Amarillo
grain elevator operator, said a
censervative estimate of losses
ranked between $18,000,000 and
$20,000,000.

In Kansas the difference in the
value of last year’s crop in the
dust-ridden parts and the estimat-
ed value for this year exceeds $5,-
000,000. Figures released by F. K.
Reed, federal agricultural statis-
tician, placed the value on winter
wheat last year in western and
central Kansas at more than $11,-
000,000. The estimated value in
that area this year is roughly $5,-
800,000. :

Complete Loss Feared
+  Losses of uncounted millions are
involved in official government
crop estimates on April 1 for
Wyoming. : 7

On 2,500,000 eastern Colorado
acres, one of the sectors hardest
hit by the dust, farmers have re-
ported that their crop losses will
be complete unless rain comes
quickly.

Fred Daniels, New Mexico State
college agricultural stgtistician,
reported wheat in that state is
“almost a total loss.”

Texas extension service officials
said 3,500,000 acres had been dam-
aged seriously in the Lone Star
state’s Panhandle:

In Kansas, the area where crops
are estimated officially to be run-
ning as low as 1, 5 and 9 per cent
of normal exceeds 5,000,000 acres.
However, for Clark county in
southwestern Kansas, the April 1
estimate was 77 per cent of nor-
mal. 5

F. L. Disterdick, United States
weather bureau official, said dust
has blown over 50,000 square miles
in Montana. However, other offi-
cials reported the dust was large-
ly an annoyance, crop damage be-
ing slight.

World Shortage Seen

Indicative of the acuteness of
the threatened wheat shortage is
the April 18 report of the depart-
ment of agriculture which states:

“Stocks of old wheat in the
United States are nearly 150,000,-
000 bushels smaller than a year
ago with world stocks possibly
around 850,000,000 bushels below
those at the corresponding time
last season. TUnited States farm
stocks of wheat at first of April
totaled only 93,699,000 bushels
compared with 116,298,000 bush-
els a year ago. Market stocks,
April 1, totaled 51,882,000 bushels
against 97,162,000 bushels Ilast
year. Official data on stocks in
merchant mills and in country
mills and elevators are not yet
available but statistics on utiliza-
tion of wheat this season to date
indicate slightly smaller supplies
in these positions than a year ago.

Stocks of wheat in Canada at the
first of April totaled 282,675,000
bushels compared with 304,274,000
bushels, April 1, 1934, Canadian
and United States wheat in bond.
April 1, totaled 17,370,000 bushels
this season compared with 7,882,-
000 bushels a year ago. Export-
able supplies in the Southern Hem-
isphere countries at first of April
amounted to about 189,000,000
bushels against 280,000,000 a year
ago. Stocks afloat on ocean pass-
age were smallest since the war
and totaled 29,112,000 bushels
compered with 36,568,000 bushels
a year ago. Taken altogether,
stocks of wheat in principal ex-
porting countries outside of Eu-
rope were around 250,000,000
bushels less on April 1 this sea-
son than a year ago. FEurope’s
extreme nationalistic policies with
reduced takings of foreign wheat
suggest larger utilization of na-
tive grain with stocks, although
still large, probably around 100,-
000,000 bushels below those of a
year ago.”—The N. D. Leader.
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The Inevitable—

(Continued from page 1)

ple who settled the plaing were
raised in wooded districts and
could easily have been induced to
plant trees—some of them exten-
sively. But instead of doing this
most of our leaders remained com-
paratively inactive as to planting
of trees and gave almost every
possible encouragement to getting
the land into -cultivation. The
federal government demanded so
much to be put into crops as a pre-
requisite to proving a homestead.
We now know the result. The
Rockies, as always, make rainfall
uncertain in all our plains coun-
try. The winds, as always, come
down from the Rockies with ter-
rific force and electrical energy,
as always, puts destruction in
every particle of moving earth.
No grass and no trees meant even-
tually what we now have in many
places—no soil. It is now sug-
gested we turn the land back to
sod but are advised it will take
from fifty to one hundred years to
do so wherever it is possible at all.
We have deserts that are as old
as history and many scientists
claim they are all man made.
Whether this be true or not we
may never know. But we do know
we are making one of our own.

As further -remedy for the aw-
ful situation of the west it is pro-
posed we spend hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars trying to grow
trees. For many, many years
there was sufficient soil and mois-
tur, either by rainfall or from
wells, to have turned the plains
into forests by planting and car-
ing for adaptable trees and this
could have been done then at little
expense. Now the effort will cost
a thousands times as much with
results doubtful in many places
and impossible in others. I do not
wish to be understood as criticis-
ing the idea of turning land back
to grass and endeavoring to grow
trees. My criticism is of the false
leadership that created the condi-
tion. These plains were once
carpeted with the best grass on
earth that never should have been
broken out in wholesale fashion.

What we can do about it now,
except what is proposed, I do not
know. In fact, perhaps nothing
else can be done except get all
destitute citizens out to other
places, But I know a few of us
raised our feebly voices against
the program that has brought
about the disaster. We were un-
heeded then, and will get no credit
now. When people refuse to ac-
cept sound advice they do not ap-
preciate being told of it later. The
harm that has been done staggers
the mind to estitmate in terms of
money. Yet, the hope of gain,
plus politics, and passiveness
brought on the debacle. People
plowed up pastures because they
were led to believe the land would
be worth more in farms. They all
thought in terms of immediate gain
and not of future consequences.

In conclusion I wish to say I still
find myself in the minority. In
the fact of the necessity of whole-
sale abandonment of agriculture
including almost whole states, we
have ushered in a new economic
policy that will end in disaster to
the rest of our farm population.
This policy is destruction and en-
forced restrictions of productive
energy. Added to the problem of
a static condition of productive ef-
fort, we are creating an atmos-
phere of dependence upon the gov-
ernment, in case one doesn’t work
to make g living. The motive is
the same as it was in plowing up
the plains, viz.; a hope for im-
mediate profit regardless of future
consequence. When we sew to the
winds we must expect the whil-
wind.
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“What men can imagine, they
can do.” :

“What this country wants is not
men working with pick and shovel,
but more and more highly produc-
tive machinery, plus brains
enough to distribute that 'which is

produced.”—Bribane,

Labor

(Continued from page 1)

borrowers would be not better
off than at the start.
What The American People Lost
According to a governmental
survey prepared under the direc-
tion of Langdon W. Post, tene-
ment house commissioner, the
American people, since 1929, have
lost $287,000,000,000 worth of
goods and services which were not
purchased and which could easily
have been produced by the nation,
Meanwhile the masses were under-
fed and poorly clothed while taxes
were raised to care for the unem-
ployed. The report states:
“Wholly without srtain on produc-
tion, the national survey budget,
drafted to meet a suitable stand-
ard of living, would allot 67,000,
000 suits and 363,000,000 shirts to
men and boys of the country, and
275,000,000 dresses, 681,000,000
pairs of hose, and 427,000,000
pieces of underwear to women and
girls. As for housing, 60 per cent
of our people are shown to be fi-
nancially unable to live in suitable
homes. Only some $2,262,000,000
spent for home building in 1929.
The budget calls for 1,550,000 new
homes each year (as against 434,-
964, the annual average from 1920
to 1930), a program which would
offer no difficulty, since there are
ample construction supplies avail-
able.”

Vocal Lessons in North Carolina

Labor men in North Carolina
complain that when they obeyed
the injunction of Congress to vote
for joining whatever labor union
they chose, the railroad company
had a former detective standing
at the door of each polling place
warning all employes that they
must vote as the company wished
or lose their jobs. This former
detective, posing as a carman, but
working only now and then a day,
and stopping at the best hotel in
town, stated on the witness stand
that his unexplained large income
was due to his method of conduct-
ing vocal lessons. Here is a sug-
gestion for struggling music tea-
chers. Vocal lessons at the door
of a meeting of railway employes
are much more profitable than any
other form of vocal lessons known.

Rich Richer, Poor Poorer

Twent-six  million-dollar  in-
comes in 1933 in ewcess over the
number in 1982, and 81,000 fewer
persons making incomes of $5,000
a year, shows that the unscriptur-
al interest system is accomplish-
ing its designed purpose of ruining
the world, At present there is not
enough money in the United States
to pay the interest on this out-
sanding indebtedness for single
year.—The Golden Age.
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Mussolini—
(Continued from page 1)

Yet from the first it was ob-
vious that Mussolini was holding
back. Conquering Abyssinia
would be at least a three-years
job.

Mussolini has up to now acted
as a British policeman to keep the
Germans out of Austria. In the
long run Italy has to do what Lon-
don wants it to do. So long as
England opposed Germany’s ad-
vance into Austria, Italy was the
Allied “Watch on the Danube.”
If England has paid anything to
Germany for a peaceful agreement
not to bomb London it means only
one thing—Austria.

Where, without disturbing the
peace of Europe, can Italy be paid
for backing out of Austria? In
Abyssinia! ;

England wants, above all things,
to avoid the risk of a big Euro-
pean squabble while trouble threat
ens in Asia. Italy is ready to
fight Germany over Austria. There
fore Italy must get out of Austria.
She can’t fight in Africa and fight
Hitler in Europe at the same time,

Better still, this would check
the Japanese; who have been push-
ing into Abyssinia, establishing
cotton plantations and farm colo-
nies. Abyssinia controls the water
supply of the Nile Valley, which
is England’'s ace in the hole for
rendering herself independent of
American cotton. ’

Several years back, when the
British were messing around too
close to the Panama Canal, our
State Department hit back by get-
ting a contract for an American
firm to build a dam at Lake Tsa-
na, in Abyssinia, controlling the
headwaters of the Blue Nile and
thereby menacing the new British
cotton empire. The British saw
the point at once and both sides
got out of each other’s political
backyards. Now if the Japanese,
who are already underselling Brit-
ish cotton goods through Asia, get
into the same area—

They play a keen, cool-headed
game in London. They know if
they bolt one door on Germany’s
new-won power they must unlock
another. They know that Ger-
many wants Austria, and that Italy
is the only real obstacle.

This is the secret of Abyssinia:

If Mussolini embarks on a war

‘to do so.

| against Ayssinia this year it will

be only because the British want
him to. Otherwise they could re-
fuse to let Italian troops and war-
ships pass through the Suez Canal
to get at the Abyssinians.

Does Mussolini want Abyssinia?
That has nothing to do with the
case. If England sees that an
Italian campaign in Abyssinia will
help to keep the peace in Europe
and in Asia, il Duce wil ltake
Abyssinia — and like it!
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A VOICE FROM THE PEOPLE
RE TOWNSEND PLAN

—

To Forum:

Does it not seem strange that
one sees nothing regarding the
wonderful merits of the Town-
send old age revolving pension
plan in our favorite daily and
weekly newspapers and magazines?
These printed pages are forever
howling about their God-given
right of freedom of the press and
about their ability to mould public
opinion,

The people are finally awaken-
ing to the fact that these papers
—these printed pages—have so
far moulded opinoin for the pub-
lic that this same public has lost
about every vestige of life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. Of
course every newspaper and maga-
zine is not owned or controlled by
America’s plutocracy, but the
great majority are. Still we pay
our little 1c, 2¢ or 8¢ or 5c or 10c
and 25c for these sheets of pluto-
cratic propaganda to still further
enrich the coffer of our interna-
tional bankers. The average
family—there are about 25,000,000
in the nation—spends about $9
each year for this suff—one, two
or more newspapers each day, and
one or more weekly or monthly
magazine.

This makes about $225,000,000
each year. A nice little sum to
help educate us into the pluto-
cratic way— to help mould our
opinions.

If these papers ever mention
the Townesend plan it is eriticism.

Just one anonuncement in each
of these papers for the Townsend
plan would make this bill a law in
one week, and kill this depression
as dead as a door nail in the same
time. Why does not our “favorite”
papers or magazines print such
announcement? A paper that
Townsend club members by the
millions are supporting. We ask
the presse’s reason why not give
us a little cooperation for the bene-
fit of the millions who are unem-
ployed, and for the press’ benefit
as well as all big and little busi-
ness alike. Remember this Dr.
Townsend old age revolving pen:
sion plan to all over 60 years of
age is a national and not a polit-
ical move as you will find if you
will study its propositions and
principle thoroughly. The Dr.
Townsend plan is the only idea
so far, that has any real merit,
and there are over 40,000,000 of
us who are demanding that it be
given a trial. We will win even-
tually, so why not now? before
our national debt is piled still
higher and while we now have the
opporutnity to bring peace and
happiness to our suffering hu-
manity. The power of the peo-
ple are aroused and united in a
fixed purpose is the most irresist-
able force in the world—so says
F. D. Roosevelt. We r<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>