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PLATFORM OF GOV. MIRIAM A. FERGUSON, 
WHO IS A CANDIDATE FOR RE-ELECTION
TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS:—

Some weeks ago in a formal statement I announced 
for re-election to the office of Governor subject to the 
Democratic primaries. As I haVe never scratched the 
Democratic ticket or violated the party pledge, 1 felt that 
I was justified in making this announcement.

In that statement I gave my personal reasons for 
asking the same second term that has been given to men, 
and I promised to later give to the people such an account 
of my administration as would justify my re-election. I 
now give to the people of Texas that information.

This discussion necessarily involves the statement 
of past performances and future promises. What has 
been done and what will be done. Tried by this rule I am 
willing to be weighed in the balance of public opinion and 
abide the consequences.

TAX REDUCTION
In the first place I promised the people if  they would elect 

me that there would be a reduction in state taxes, and that 
appropriations would not be allowed to exceed the constitutional 
limit. To insure the full performance of this promise, I asked 
the co-operation of the Legislature and stated that I would not 
approve any special appropriation until the actual needs of the 
state government were first taken care of and within the con­
stitutional limit. The preceding, 38th Legislature, appropriated 
for all purposes $46,85'5,772.85 and the present 39th Legislature 
appropriated for all purposes $36,095,803.95, or a reduction of 
$10,759,968.90— yes more than ten and three-quarter millions 
of dollars reduction for the first two years of my administra­
tion. To bring about this result it became necessary for me to 
veto more than two million in appropriations to keep the total 
within the constitutional limit.

On account of my administration having inherited a two 
million dollar deficiency (including about $800,000 to pay the 
debts of the prison system) from the preceding administration, 
it was not possible to reduce the state rate for 1925, but the 
constitutional limit was respected and the state rate for 1926 
will be reduced from thirty-five cents to twenty-five cents— a 
fraction over thirty per cent reduction.

As a result of these economies there has been brought about 
a very prosperous condition of the State Treasury. On April 
1, 1925, seventy days after I came in office, there was to the 
credit of the General Fund $676,351.38, while on April 1, 1926, 
there was to the credit of the General Fund after paying March 
expenses approximately $5,000,000.00, or a gain of four and a 
quarter million dollars.

It is needless to say that the state can be kept on a cash 
basis, and there will be no necessity for the discount of war­
rants, drawn against the regular appropriation.

I submit that the promise of tax reduction has been fully 
redeemed.
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viciously condemned me that my pardon program has been one 
actuated by mercy and forgiveness. I insist, as I have many 
times before, that the number of pardons has nothing to do with 
the issue. I would rather issue ten pardons where I thought 
they were deserved than to issue one pardon when there is some 
question of whether it should be issued at all. It is not how 
many pardons the Governor has issued, but what every citizen 
has a right to know is what was the reason for each pardon.

It has been charged that I have issued pardons by the whole­
sale. The person who repeats this charge is either too ignorant 
to know the truth or is not willing to tell the truth. Each par­
don granted by me has been issued upon its own individual 
merits and no pardon issued has any connection with the issu­
ance of any other pardon. From my inauguration to April 6th 
of this year I have issued 1715 executive clemency proclama­
tions. Of this number there were:

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Much is being said about law enforcement. While the ten­

dency would appear that crime is on the increase, yet the record 
of my administration would justify the hope of some reform.

I am glad to report that up to this date there has not been 
any riot, insurrection, or strikes during my administration. 
There has been no killing by Rangers and the Ranger force has 
not been sent to any section except upon request of local o ffi­
cers. Greatest of all there has not been a lynching in the state 
during my term— the first year since 1882 that no lynching 
has occurred.

SEARCH AND SEIZURE
The forefathers who founded our state and nation wrote 

into the organic law of the land that “ the people shall be secure 
in their person, papers and possessions from all unreasonable 
seizures or searches, and no warrant to search any place or to 
seize any person or thing shall issue without describing them 
as near as may be, nor without probable cause, supported by 
oath or affirmation.”  This provision was and is the greatest 
law ever conceived by the mind of man for the protection and 
guarantee of the liberty of the citizen. To fully insure this pro­
tection the 39th Legislature passed a law to punish any and all 
persons who violated this sacred right of man. I gladly ap­
proved that law.

PARDONS
The pardon policy which I have pursued has been the occa­

sion for much censure. I have been misrepresented by many 
and misunderstood by many. I invite the full inspection of my 
official pardon record. I do not claim that my pardon record 
is perfect, but I thank God that regardless of those who have so

Full pardons............................................................ 251
Conditional pardons ..............................................  647
Restorations ............................................................ 236
Paroles .....................................................................  129
Furloughs .........................    351
Commutation Death Sentences ........................... 6
Respites Death Sentences......................................  6
Remission Jail Sentences ....................................  15
Remission F in es...................................................... 8
Remission Fine and Jail Sentence ..................... 12
Reduction F in e ........................................................ 4
Reduction Fine and Jail Sentence....................... 1
Remission Bond F orfeiture..................................  2
Revocation of Conditional Pardons................... 5
Revocation of Paroles and Furloughs ...............  23
Suspension of Service of Mandate C. of C. A ....  2
Restoration of Hunting Privileges ..................... 3
Reduction Bond F orfeiture..................................  14

Total Executive Clemency Proclamations....1715
Of this number it will be seen that the number of full and 

conditional pardons was only 898. There were 236 restorations 
of citizenship and 129 paroles and 351 furloughs. Restorations 
are issued after the convicts have served their time in full. 
Paroles are issued where the convict has served a good portion 
of his time and because of good service they âre paroled to 
private citizens for the remainder of their term. Furloughs 
are issued to prisoners for short times in terms averaging not 
over thirty days, to enable the convict to go home to their 
friends, to attend the funeral of relatives or where serious sick­
ness has overtaken ’some member of the convict’s family. In 
many cases furloughs are issued for convicts to go home to make

some preparation to prevent starvation and want to helpless 
and destitute children who as a result of the conviction of the 
parent are in poverty and distress.

Of the number of pardons issued 560 have served more 
than half of their sentence. Many were granted conditional 
pardons in order that they might be treated for serious diseases 
and where it meant death for them if they continued to be kept 
in the Penitentiary. More than fifty  of the number pardoned 
were afflicted with tuberculosis, most of which were incurable 
and if left in the Penitentiary might have endangered the lives 
of other prisoners. Of the 898 pardons issued 263 were for 
violating the liquor law where the sentence was usually one 
year; 157 were persons charged with murder, 21 were charged 
with assault to murder, 45 charged with rape, 93 charged with 
theft and embezzlement, 68 charged with burglary, 31 with 
theft and burglary, 63#with forgery, 29 with manslaughter, 5 

* with bigamy, and 60 with robbery. The remaining were for 
various crimes denounced as felonies under the statute. Of the 
number recommendations for pardon were made by court o ffi­
cials in 431 cases, by county officials in 53 cases, by prison 
officials in 37 cases, by citizens in 129 cases and in 108 cases 
pardons were issued where the convicts had not a friend in the 
world and had given long service to the state; 85 were par­
doned on acount of poor physical condition, only seven were 
pardoned because of doubt of guilt. Of these pardons only 64 
were serving life sentences and in such cases the convict had 
served from twelve to twenty-five years.

As above stated 263 of the 898 pardons issued were for 
violating the liquor la\v. Nearly one-third of the total of the 
pardons issued were for the violation of the offense of either 
the illegal possession or sale of liquor. Approximately one- 
fifth of̂  all convicts now in the penitentiary are for violation 
of the liquor law. I regret to say that the enforcement of the 
liquor law has become one of a law made for the poor and not 
for the rich. More than six months ago I offered a reward of 
$500.00 for the arrest and conviction for violation of the State 
liquor laws of any person worth more than $5000.00. Since 
the offer of such reward there hgve been more than two hun­
dred convictions for violation of the liquor laws and there has 
been only one claim made for the reward which I offered. Those 
who are loudest in condemnation of my pardon record know 
that the rich and well to do in this country violate the liquor 
laws with impunity. They know that even many District 
Judges, County Judges, Sheriffs and even higher officials vio­
late this law, and these people who condemn me so vehemently 
dare not open their mouths against the violation of the law by 
officials and the rich and well to do. I do not argue that be­
cause the rich violate the law that it is any justification for the 
poor to violate it also,'but I do claim that as long as the rich 
and well to do go free that I am justified in extending a liberal 
policy toward the unfortunates who have neither friends nor 
rich relatives to hire lawyers and help them escape conviction. 
It is not because of the pardon policy that the people are losing 
respect for the law near so much as it is because of the failure 
to convict more people for the violation of the law. For every 
convict that I have pardoned after he has served one-half his 
time for violation of the liquor law there are more than one 
hundred violations, yea five hundred violations if you please, 
by people who are not even ever tried, let alone convicted.

The charge is made that I have been controlled by maudlin 
sentiment in the issuance of pardons. In answer to this I invite 
a careful inspection of my official record and the figures here 
given. This record shows that in nearly every case it was my 
official duty to exercise the pardon power in the manner in 
which I did. Tp sum up this whole pardon situation I want to 
here and now issue a challenge to those who think they are 
running for Governor to take my whole pardon record of 1715 
executive clemency proclamations and let them point out to the 
people of Texas just what pardons they want to criticize and 
what objections they have to the official reasons which I have 
stated as a cause for my action in issuing the pardon. My par­
don record is either right or wrong and the people are entitled ' 
to know just what pardons should not have been issued, and I 
trust that they will not let any candidate for Governor deceive 
them by wholesale denunciation without a detail of facts.

HIGHWAY COMMISSION
The administration of the Highway Commission appointed 

by me has been criticized by many good people. Part of this 
criticism has been justified, but most of the criticism has not 
been prompted by either a desire to state the facts or from any 
patriotic desire to help the State. I shall not dodge my respon­
sibility in any respect and I am willing for the people to blame 
me for whatever dereliction of duty that I ought to carry in the 
administration of this department of the State. At the time 
required by law I appointed the full Highway Commission com­
posed of three members who were prominent citizens of the

(Continued on P age Three)
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THE KLAN IS IN POLITICS
Only those deluded mortals who believe all they hear, and 

read have any faith in the assertion that the klan is out of 
politics. Such an assertion from an organization, whose mem­
bers are counseled to lie about their affiliation with it, carries 
no weight with intelligent observers. The editor of the Baird 
Star is among those who decline to accept as true the asser­
tion that the klan is not in politics and he says: *

“We hear it repeated that the Ku Klux Klan is out of 
politics in Texas, in a hog’s eye! What was that Ku Klux 
Klan rally staged at Temple, the home of Governor Ferguson, 
on San Jacinto Day for if not to boost some other candidate 
for governor, than Mrs. Ferguson. No one need be told that 
this rally was not in the interest of Mrs. Ferguson, because 
they mostly voted against her at both primaries and general 
election in 1924. Who is the Klan boosting Dan, Lynch or a 
Dark Horse. We know that it’s neither ‘Ma’ nor ‘Jim’.”

HIS NAME MAY NOT BE DANIEL
The old time democrat, W. E. Gilliland, who is editor and 

publisher of the Baird Star, thinks the enthusiastic friends of 
the young attorney general may be just a little hasty in her­
alding their claim that the young lady of Abilene, who re­
cently became his bride, has married the next governor of 
Texas. This old time democrat also expresses himself frankly 
and clearly upon the turning of educational institutions into 
political clubs and partisan political organizations.

His comments upon the matters referred to are timely and 
instructive and are reproduced here as follows:

‘ ‘Dan Moody’s partisans are playing up his wedding to 
boost him for governor. Going on the theory that all the 
world loves a lover, we suppose. Dan’s partisans have already 
married Miss Paxton to the next Governor of Texas, as they 
claim. Eight hundred thousand democrats will nominate the 
next governor and his name may not be Daniel, and it may 
not be a man at all. Who knows, and if a man his name may 
be Lynch, and not Dan.

“One of the boasts heard at Baird Monday, was that a club 
of 800 for Moody was organized in Abilene in one minute. 
Rather swift work. One said it was students of Simmons 
university that formed the club. This may and may not be a 
joke, but if true is liable to do Simmons university more harm 
than any good for Moody’s campaign. A college can no more 
afford to enter partisan politics than a church, because both 
draw, or hope to draw support from all parties, not merely a 
faction of one political party.”

Read the Forum and get the truth.

Texas bluebonnets are abundant this spring.

The opening of May will see politics getting into the spot­
light.

The truth about politics and politicians is what the Forum 
gives its readers.

One dollar will give you the Forum until next January. 
Send your dollar now.

Graduation-Aime is near and high school pupils and col­
lege students are preparing to tell this old world what is 
wrong with it.

The crop outlook is good and farmers are busy now fight­
ing weeds and grass which have become troublesome as a re­
sult of the heavy and repeated rains.

“ Fergusonism” as shown by official records and treasury 
statements has redeemed its pledge to reduce state appropria­
tions. The record is official and detractors and liars cannot 
change it.

The Forum offer of $1.00 for the Forum from now until 
January 1 is still open and those who wish to keep abreast of 
the political news of the state should take advantage of this 
great offer. Send in $1.00 and be assured that you will get 
truth about the campaign and the primaries and the elec­
tions in November.

Governor Ferguson reiterates her championship of the 
“Search and Seizure” law as passed by the Thirty-ninth legis­
lature and the Coleman Democrat-Voice says: “ So far she is 
the only candidate for governor that has made her position 
plain. Mr. Ferguson expresses the belief that it will be the 
paramount issue in the pending campaign. It is so because 
the sanctity of the home is involved.”

One of the astounding things that has happened at Austin 
is the refusal by a department clerk to accept a promotion 
with increase in salary. This clerk hails frdm the splendid 
democratic county of Fayette and in his refusal he says that 
he has only his wife and himself to provide for, his salary is 
adequate, and he has provision made for rainy day emer­
gencies. He -advises that there are clerks in his department 
with large families to whom the raise in pay will be a boon 
and suggests that it be offered to some of them. That clerk 
not only is a patriot but he is a philonthropist. May his tribe 
increase.

When Superintendent of Education Mans Monday gave 
out his statement as to asking the governor to submit a pro­
posal to the legislature to raise the public school apportion­
ment to $15.00, it is probable he had not read the platform 
of the governor published in Sunday’s papers in which she 
anticipated his suggestion by advocating a $15.00 apportion­
ment and mapping out a practical way of obtaining it. The 
school apportionment should be $15.00 and the plan offered 
by the governor will provide it and inflict no excessive burden 
upon any individual.

The pessimistic editor of the Dallas News is not enthused 
by the official record of a reduction of $10,750,0'00 in state 
appropriations for the biennial period because Governor Fer­
guson has allowed deficiencies of more than a million which 
this pessimist says must be deducted from this reduction. All 
right, remember that $2,000,000 inherited deficiencies was 
paid off despite the nearly $11,000,000 reduction and even if 
the deficiencies under Mrs. Ferguson should reach $1,500,- 
000, there will be a balance of $500,000 to ber credit in ad­
dition to the $10,750,000 reduced appropriations. Don’t try 
to juggle the figures. Tell the truth.

The mayor of Fort Worth evidently had not kept informed 
of the facts when he said that the reason Governor Ferguson 
refused to call a special legislative session on the bond ques­
tion was fear of investigation. Governor Ferguson repeatedly 
has invited and challenged investigation and she has been in­
vestigated for five months by three grand juries in Travis 
county, advised and coached by Dan Moody. She'fears no in­
vestigation. If three grand juries under the urge of the at­
torney general, county and district attorney can find nothing 
culpable in five months how much can a "legislative, session 
find in thirty days? The cry for a special session is inspired 
more by politics than by patriotism.

GOVERNOR FERGUSON’S CHAL­
LENGE TO PARDON CRITICS

Governor Miriam A. Ferguson in her platform upon which 
she asks re-election as governor of Texas, defends her pardon 
record and challenges her critics to a showdown of just which 
particular pardon they object to having issued. She de­
nounces wholesale and reckless criticism and calls for specifi­
cations, to which the public is entitled. Elsewhere her full 
platform is published in this issue of the Forum but her de­
claration upon the pardon matter is of sufficient merit to war­
rant being reproduced here.

The governor invites closest scrutiny into her pardon rec­
ord and hurls this challenge at the pretended followers of the 
Savior, who preached mercy and tolerance and commissioned 
His followers to go and do likewise. When a preacher criti­
cises the practice of mercy he repudiates the Son of God 
whose supposed representative he is and defiles the pulpit he 
pretends to fill.

Here is what Governor Ferguson has to say to her critics:
“The charge is made-that I have been controlled by maud­

lin sentiment in the issuance of pardons. In answer to this I in­
vite a careful inspection of my official record and the figures 
here given. This record shows that in nearly every case it 
was my official duty to exercise the pardon power in the man­
ner in which I did. To sum up this whole pardon situation I 
want to here and now issue a challenge to those who think 
they are running for governor to take my whole pardon rec­
ord of 1,715 executive clemency proclamations and let them 
point out to the people of Texas just wTiat pardons they want 
to criticise and what objections they have to the official rea­
sons which I have stated as a cause for my action in issuing 
the pardon. My pardon record is either right or wrong and 
the people are entitled to know just what pardons should not 
have been issued, and I trust that they will not let any candi­
date for governor deceive them by wholesale denunciation 
without a detail of facts.”

Is that clear, gentlemen? Now get down to facts and speci­
fications when you set out upon a campaign of criticism. The 
record is written and the people are entitled to know what the 
record says.

JUDGE ANGERED BY DRY OFFICERS
PARTIALITY

Judge Wilkerson of the federal district court in Chicago 
made known his feelings as to the character of persons 
brought before him by dry law enforcement officers when on 
April 23 he rebuked them for bringing only the poor, the 
friendless and the ignorant into court for violations of the 
prohibition laws. “ For six months,” he said, “ the enforce­
ment officers have brought in nobody but the poor, the friend­
less and the ignorant. Let them go after the big fellows.” 

This rebuke by the court was followed by the announce­
ment of the United States district attorney that he would ask 
the court at once to dismiss charges against about 200 offend­
ers of the class the judge had said was the chief product of 
the activities of the enforcement officers.

The angry outburst by the judge followed the arraign­
ment of Nicholas Daviskur, a 65-year-old farmer, of Aurora, 
111., arrested for having a still in his cellar.

“I am not going to send this old man to jail for such an 
offense while the big violators are running around untouch­
ed,” shouted th judg, as he sprang from his chair and pound­
ed the desk in emphasis. After delivering his ultimatum the 
judge sentenced Daviskur to one day in custody of the United 
States marshal.

Those Who Ought to Vote 
For Mrs. Ferguson Listed 

By Lea Beaty, of Lockhart
Editor Forum: They want honest officials in office. What 

a wonderful assertion, great, grand and encouraging. Why 
is it that no great statesmen ever thought of that before? 
Mr. Moody and Mr. Davidson can’t make a speech or write an 
article without declaring they want honest men in office. Is 
there any good citizen in Texas who does not want honest of­
ficials? That can’t be an issue, because all good people agree 
with both of these gentlemen. Will the two men or either 
of them, tell the people whom they are flinging at? Surely 
they don’t instinuate that Mr. Neff, or Hobby was dishonest, 
for their administration is behind us. No, it can’t be them. 
Well, is it the department of agriculture, the treasury, comp­
troller’s office, health department, banking or railroad com­
mission? A hoot owl knows they have no reference to those 
department officials.

Of course they would not for a moment say, insinuate or 
think Mrs. Ferguson or Jim was dishonest, because, three 
grand juries for months investigated every official act of 
theirs with the help of state attorney, county attorney and 
district attorney, and the grand juries reported they found 
no evidence of guilt, or dishonesty. Now Mr. Moody and Mr. 
Davidson and the writer, the Fergusons certainly have a 
clear record, and higher standing than any of us. We have 
not, I mean our official acts, have not been investigated. A 
jury might find us guilty of fraud or dishonesty but the Fer­
gusons went through the blazing heat of an unusual ordeal 
and scrutiny, and came out with a clean record. If you please, 
with a blue ribbon. Even Mr. Satterwhite, so anxious to call 
a special session of the legislature, said he did not think Mrs. 
Ferguson guilty of any crime and was willing for her to serve 
out this term. Very nice indeed. He wanted an extra session, 
I think, to prevent her getting in again. Am not sure these 
are the exact words used but they convey the idea in view.

In a former article I said who was justified in voting 
against Mrs. Ferguson. I will now say who should vote for 
her: Those who are in favor of a search and seizure law, a 
law against robed and hooded men parading streets, or invad­
ing cemeteries and churches, backed by a secret political or­
ganization. Those who participated in the state democratic 
convention in 1924 and made the platform, especially mem­
bers of the executive committee; those who clamored for an 
economical administration, to hold expenses within the state 
income and to make the penitentiary self sustaining, in fact, 
let it feed and clothe itself, all of which Mrs. Ferguson has 
accomplished; those who believe the country school is the 
foundation of a higher education, and of more real benefit 
to all children, than the university, however, both are needed. 
The Fergusons were first to champion the country schools, 
others are trying to steal their thunder. Next those who were 
elected on the Ferguson platform should vote for her, except 
Dan Moody. He has a resaon. Next are the Ferguson ap­
pointees. They should talk Fergusonism, write it to their 
friends, write it for papers, and speak it from the stump, for 
if she goes out, they sure go out too. Some folks have much 
to say about their honesty and business ability. A man may 
be a good hoe hand but that is no indication that he would 
make a good farm manager. A man who brags about his coon 
dog ought to show the coon skins.

Mrs. Ferguson has coon skins all over the wall. She placed 
the cards on the table face up. It is the best showing any gov­
ernor ever made, from Coke to this date. She has Dan and 
Lynch up a tree. They can’t come down head foremost, don’t 
want to turn loose, and fall out and are too proud to back 
down. Some of Mrs. Ferguson’s earliest critics have petered 
out. Others will do likewise when Jim gets before the people 
and shows that the interference in road matters cost the 
taxpayers of Texas about $348,000, and the text book con­
tract, too.

Now let us talk Fergusonism. Lynch and Dan are talking 
Fergusonism. Let that be our slogan. Think, talk and dream 
Fergusonism, along with them, and we will win. Thanks for 
the idea. LEA BEATY.

Lockhart, Texas.

Governor to be Re-Elected 
and Rule of 52 Years Not 

to Be Broken, Writer Says
The traditions of Texas for the last 52 years will not be 

broken this year, says J. J. Johnson, of Uvalde, in a communi-1 
cation published in the Dallas Morning News, Monday, April 
2 6, and Governor Ferguson will be re-elected. His communi­
cation is as follows:
To The News.

A writer in The Dallas News, some weeks ago, suggested 
the election of officers for terms of four years. In the opin­
ion of this correspondent the suggestion is good and should 
receive the consideration of the lawmakers who congregate in 
Austin biennially. The democratic campaign of 1924 con­
vinces one that a change should be made. It was a hard cam­
paign and undoubtedly left more disappointed office seekers 
and disappointed voters than in any previous year, 124,013 
short in their aims for success at the ballot box. It was a 
warm campaign; to the majority satisfactory, except in the 
creation of factions that seem still unsatisfied, who, expect­
ing defeat, they are ready to dig up the hatchet for July, 
should they be able to get into the Democratic primary. It 
is a bad regulation that too often starts these political broils 
each biennial opportunity. Many of the voters in the 192 4 
campaign were at a loss how to vote— nine candidates for 
governor; why not ninety-nine? Holding election for each 
two-year term, with the expenditure in primaries, in the ag­
gregate costs the candidates figures that would surprise us. 
Still that concerns the office seeker alone. Some times the 
state gets the best; some times the other candidate. Good 
salary and a four-year term will insure the election of the best 
material. But it can not be denied that under the present sys­
tem, Texas governors, most of them, have ranked high.

This year Texas has about half the number of candidates 
for the office of governor that she had in 192 4. Little cam­
paign news has reached the readers up to the present time, 
except a few newspaper articles that come from Dallas and 
Austin, just enough news to interest the voters in declaring 
their preference for their individual candidates. Judging 
from the sentiment expressed; Mrs. Ferguson is the strong 
candidate in Southwest Texas. For re-election to the office 
the present governor is almost certain of carrying the South­
west territory— Uvalde and Medina counties sure.

Campaign arrangements will be made for canvassing this 
territory, which will be in the interest of the present State 
Democratic administration. There is little opposition to Mrs. 
Ferguson to give her the second term, adhering to the prec­
edent adopted by Texas Democrats with the election of Gov. 
Richard Coke, in 1873. In 1924 from the Coke administra­
tion every governor was re-elected in Texas by the voters, and 
it is considered right that the present Governor will receive 
the same honor. It would .ke a political revolution to cause 
the State to vote otherwise. The administration of the Gov­
ernor since her election has been good, if not better, than that 
of any Governor hereto elected, and we fail to find, at any 
time, in the papers anything that reflects against the manage­
ment of state business by the administration. Discussions 
have been direct to and from the Hon. James E. Ferguson. 
Plenty of the old politicians have no good word for Ex-Gov. 
Jim Ferguson, for the reason that he smashed the State House 
machine of years ago, but there are men who voted against 
him in the Legislature in his second term that are with him 
in the present issue. With the Austin convention, in August, 
1924, the old crowd and Ferguson were in the work for suc­
cess in the November election, and they won. Every election 
has its ambitious list of candidates that want to serve the 
State but this election will follow the same route that has been 
adhered to for fifty-two years without a break-re-election.

The daily papers previous to the last general election, in 
November, 192 4, contained a communication from Chairman 
Berry of the State Committee, giving notice to the voters of 
Texas, warning all voters that any voter who voted in the 
Democratic primaries of that year and voted for the Republic­
an candidate for Governor, would be barred from voting in 
the Democratic primaries of 1926. The office is now filled 
by Mr. Edison of Hamilton. He promises that the decision 
will be given out from the committee’s meeting in Wichita 
Falls, June 14. The decision of former Chairman Berry should 
be indorsed; otherwise, Texas voters will have the same hard 
work to go through again. J. J. JOHNSON.

Uvalde, Texas.

Veteran’s Birthday 
Made Happy by Big 

Family Celebration

Banquet to Governor 
Feature of Trip to 

Huntsville Prison
The fo llow in g  accou nt o f  the 

celebration  o f  the 82nd birthday an ­
niversary o f J. H. K illingsw orth  near 
Prairie Dell is sent to the F orum  
by his nephew , T. M. K illingsw orth  
of A thens:

Sunday, A pril the 18th, the ch il­
dren o f  J. H. K illingsw orth , together 
w ith his brother, G. J. K illin gs­
w orth  and son, o f Athens, Texas, 
and W . W . U pshaw, P in k  Denm an 
and Judge Lew is H. Jones o f B el­
ton, assem bled at his hom e near 
Prairie D ell to celebrate his eighty- 
second anniversary.

The wreather w as ideal and all 
nature seem ed to put forth  its best 
e fforts  to add pleasure to the o c ­
casion, and m ake it one o f  the h ap­
piest days o f  his and his relatives 
lives. His hom e surrounded as it 
is by sturdy live oakfe, the lawn 
covered w ith a th ick  carpet o f  Texas 
Blue Bonnets, spreading their sweet 
fragrance through  the air, and the 
voices and clatter o f  grand ch il­
dren running to and fro , each  one 
eager to cling to the hand and trans­
m it new  life  into the veins o f  this 
gray-h aired  old veteran, all lent 
enchantm ent to the view.

Judge Jones delivered an a fter 
dinner address, very  appropriate 
for  the occasion  and the evening 
was spent in round table con versa ­
tion and out d oor gam es, then all 
went hom e, w ishing him  m any m ore 
happy birthdays.

F O R U M  TO J A N . 1, $ 1 .0 0

Straw Vote in Dan’s 
Home Town Shows Ma 

Far Ahead in Race
F rom  a reliable source the Forum  

has received a report o f  a straw vote 
taken in Taylor, Dan M ood y ’s hom e 
town, A pril 20. R ain  was fa llin g  and 
3 6 persons had foun d shelter in a 
cold  drink stand. O f this num ber 29 
were Taylor voters and 7 wrere tran ­
sients. V arious top ics were discussed 
am on g them  the race fo r  governor 
and a proposal was m ade to sound 
the sentim ent o f  the crow d as to the 
candidates fo r  governor. Slips f  paper 
were distributed and a hat was passed 
fo r  the collection  o f  the ballots. The 
result w'as Mrs. Ferguson  34; Dan 
M oody 2. O f the num ber o f  Taylor 
voters 27 w ere fo r  G overnor Ferguson 
and seven transients w ere o f  the same 
opin ion  w hile tw o T aylor voters cast 
their ballots fo r  M oody.

H untsville, Tex., A pril 28.— One o f 
the m ost pleasing incidents o f  the 
first visit o f  the first w om an gover­
nor o f  Texas to the state penitentiary 
was the banquet given in her honor 
in the prison chapel, w ith the board 
o f prison com m issioners as hosts and 
inm ates preparing the feast a,t which 
they w orked  w ith  enthusiasm  and 
good  w ill regardless o f  overtim e or 
long hours.

The H untsville Item  in its account 
o f  the governor ’s visit thus m akes 
note o f  this banquet:

“ M any guests from  surrounding 
tow ns and m any loca l citizens were 
present fo r  this occasion . A fter  the 
serving o f the m eal, F rank O ’R ourke, 
secretary o f  the prison com m ission 
served as toast master.

“ The first toast was m ade by Tom  
Ball, w ho as m ayor o f  the tow n gave 
a w elcom e to Mrs. F erguson and 
other visitors. Mr. O ’R ou rk e  then 
introduced the governor.

“ She expressed her appreciation  o f 
the banquet and o f  the w elcom e that 
she had received here. She said that 
the day had been a busy one fo r  her 
and that since she was very tired she 
w ould not m ake a lengthy talk but 
would ask ‘the m an w ho carries in 
her w ood  and wrater’ to ta lk  fo r  her. 
E x-G overn or Ferguson  then addressed 
the assem bly. H e said that he always 
en joyed com ing  to H untsville fo r  pa ­
triotic reasons since this was one o f 
the state’s h istoric towns, and that he 
likes to com e so that he w ouldn ’t be 
forgotten  by the people over here.

“ Other talks and addresses o f  w el­
com e w ere m ade by Judge A. T. 
M cK inney Jr.,E ugene Sm ith o f  A us­
tin, H enry Turner* o f  M adisonville, 
H. F. Estifll, Judge Carl H arper, T. 
Ferguson county judge o f  .Madison 
county, Jud^e Nat Patton o f  C rock ­
ett, S. C. W ilson , J. R. Tilley, Dr. C ol­
lins o f  Lovelady, Mrs. W a lk er Sayle, 
Rev. A. R . W atson , the prison ch a p ­
lain.”

The com m ittee on arrangem ents 
and entertainm ent was com posed  o f 
N L  Speer, warden, wrho w as ch a ir­
m an; H alsey Davis, ch ie f accountant; 
C. C. Johns, superintendent o f  co n ­
struction ; R ev. A. R . W atson , ch a p ­
la in ; Mrs. H alsey Davis, Mrs. C. J. 
Davis and H udson Davis.

The com m ittee on invitation  co n ­
sisted o f  J. R . Jordan, crim inal rec­
ord  clerk  N. L. B oudreaux, m aster 
m echanic, and C. J. Davis, cashier.

The m enu provided was as fo llow s :
P ork  au G oree Im peria l Y am s 

C hicken a la W ynne Cam p Dressing 
C ranberry Sauce

K id  au H arlem  R etrieve Slaw
Cream ed A sparagus on  Toast

Pettie P ois a la W alls W ynne E ggs 
P arker H ouse R olls 

R oya l “ M a”  Salad M acedoine F ruit 
H earts o f  Celery Tom atoes au Natual

Sweet Jerkins Green Olives 
B oston  Cream  Pie 

Straw berry Ice Cream
Cake C offee

M usic by the Cotton B lossom  
Serenaders 

“ Ye prison  P rin tery”
The card o f  invitation, w hich  was 

required to be presented at the prison 
gate was enclosed in a neat cover 
bound with ribbon  and read as fo l ­
lows:

“ Y ou r presence is requested at a 
banquet on the Prison Lawn, Tuesday, 
7 p. m., to be given  in honor o f  her 
E xcellency  G overnor M iriam  A. F er­
guson, H onorab le  Jas. E. Ferguson, 
and their daughter, M iss D orrace.

“ R ecep tion  C om m ittee.”

Mrs. Slay den, Widow 
of Ex-Congressman, 

San Antonio, Dead
San Antonio, Tex., A pril 28.— Mrs. 

E llen M aury Slayden, aged 65, or ig i­
nator o f  the battle o f  flow ers as a San 
Jacinto celebration  here, died A pril 
20. She was the w idow  o f  form er 
Congressm an Jam es L. Slayden.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Ferguson Forum is authorized 

to announce the following candidates 
for the offices listed before their 
names, subject to the action of the 
democratic primaries to be held Sat­
urday, July 24, 1926:
For State Treasurer:

J. R . BALL, of Travis County
BELL COUNTY 

For County Assessor:
W . T. H ARRIS  
H. H. R A Y  
E. B. BRIDGES  

For County Judge:
O W EN  P. CARPENTER  

For County Clerk:
JOE ALSUP
A. L. (R O Y) MONTEITH  

For Commissioner, Precinct No. 3:
W. M. M ’DONALD.
S. E. W H ITE

For Constable, Precinct No. 5:
G. E . HAM RICK

FO R O V E R  
200 YEARS
haarlem oil has been a world­
wide remedy for kidney, liver and 
bladder disorders, rheumatism, 
lumbago and uric acid conditions,

H A A R L E M  OIL
C  S U .L . E .S

•
correct internal troubles, stimulate vital 
organs. Three sizes. All druggists. Insist 
on the original genuine G o ld  M e d a l .

Write

J. F. BROWN
Bee ville, Texas

If you want to buy a 
farm or ranch

Lawyer’s Directory 
D A L L A S
Telephone X6258

MILLER & GODFREY
G ENERAL CIVIL PRAACTICE

Suites 901-2-3-4 M ercantile B ank 
B uilding

DALLAS, TEXAS
Barry M iller, P. S. G odfrey, W m . B. 
Miller, H . M. K isten, J. P. Gross'

LEE P. PIERSON
ATTO R N E Y-A T-LA W

Has m oved his o ffice  to Dallas 
w here he is associated w ith

PIERSON & PIERSON
508 Santa Fe Building 

DALLAS, TEXAS

Hotel Directory

H O U S T O N
“ THE BENDER”

H ouston ’s P opular H otel, R ates $1.50 
and up. E xcellent Cafe. N oonday 
lunch 50c. D inner evenings $1.00. 

D inner Sunday evenings $1.25 
J. E. D ALEY, Manager

S A N  A N T O N I O

GUNTER HOTEL
Internationally Known 

Rates: $1.50 to $5.00 per day 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

A U S T I N

The Driskill
EUROPEAN PLAN

h tie Hotel
A T  AUSTIN

PLA

state of 
pie of th 
of time i 
over the 
serious < 
feeling i 
it their 
of the cl 
to this <3 
if possi 
adminis 
ment, 
of those 
ing con 
and mg 
ment.

Th* 
Many s 
missior 
given i 
to app* 
might 
which 
torney 
the rig 
of jus1 

O  be cor 
long a 
self d( 
Grand 
instru 
Comn 
said s 
the la 
peopb 
in coi

gatio
litiga
Comi
duty
tinue
road
way
polit
one

Dep;
mis£
ing
the
redi
to t
of i
for
wa]
a g
to '
Tei
gal
yie
ma
Ad
mi
foi

lat
ta
us
M
ar
ta

n
h
s!
a
s
n
a
e
I
t

i

*



THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1926 THE FERGUSON FORUM PAGE THREE

PLATFORM OF GOV. MIRIAM A. FERGUSON, WHO IS A CANDIDATE FOR RE-ELECTION
(Continued from  P age One)

state of Texas and who enjoyed the confidence of the best peo­
ple of the communities from which they came. In the course 
of time it appears that a controversy arose in that department 
over the price contracted for certain construction and many 
serious charges were made against the Commission. Public 
feeling ran so high that two members of the Commission felt 
it their duty to tender me their resignations. Although none % 
of the charges has been sustained and has not been proven even 
to this date, yet I thought it best to accept the resignations and 
if  possible quiet the criticism and restore confidence în the 
administration of that important branch of the State Govern­
ment. I appointed two other Commissioners to take the place 
of those resigned and the Commission thus reorganized is work­
ing conscientiously to solve the problems of road, construction 
and maintenance which is the largest activity of the Govern­
ment.

The former Commission might have made its mistakes. 
Many serious charges were made against it. I asked this Com­
mission for an explanation of its actions. That explanation was 
given and the Commission sought my assistance and asked me 
to appoint attorneys to represent the Commission so that it 
might go into court and answer the charges and the litigation 
which had been instigated by the Attorney General. The At­
torney General for reasons not necessary here to discuss denied 
the right of the Commission to plead its own defense in a court 
of justice and therefore no individual or Commissioner should 
be condemned in the minds of any honest man or woman as 
long as they have been denied the right to plead in their own 
self defense and face their accusers. For five long months the 
Grand Jury of Travis County has investigated under special 
instructions from the Court the charges against the Highway 
Commission, and the Grand Jury has reported in answer to 
said special instructions that there had been no violation of 
the law. In view of this fact I am not afraid of the fair minded 
people of Texas condemning me for my action in the premises 
in connection with this much discussed controversy.

This department has been hampered by unnecessary liti­
gation which is yet maintained in the courts, and until this 
litigation is dismissed I want the people to know that this 
Commission can not attain its highest function and perform its 
duty to the people. The new Commission is hampered by con­
tinued litigation and threatened litigation while many worthy 
road projects suffer for want of the full attention of the High­
way Department. That this litigation is prompted more by 
political ambition than patriotic motives is quite evident to any 
one who wants to know the facts.

For the more equitable maintenance of the Highway 
Department I am in favor of increasing the salary of the Com­
missioners from $2500.00 a year to $5000.00 a year and requir­
ing the Commissioners to give all of their time to the duties of 
the office. I am in favor of the tax on automobiles being 
reduced at least one-third and all of the sum derived therefrom 
to be retained by the counties for the construction and upkeep 
of all county roads not designated as State Highways. Then 
for the construction and maintenance of state designated high­
ways I am in favor of the levy of a gasoline tax of three cents 
a gallon, one-fourth of which sum derived therefrom would go 
to the schools as now provided. With one million cars which 
Texas will soon have consuming an average of five hundred 
gallons of gasoline per year, less one-fourth to the school, would 
yield a fund of eleven and a quarter million dollars for the 
maintenance and construction of designated state highways. 
Added to this would be Federal aid amounting to some five 
million dollars which would make a grand total of $16,000,000.00 
for the construction and upkeep of designated state highways.

I ask the people to call upon all candidates for the Legis­
lature to state their position on the gasoline tax. I think this 
tax is just and correct for the reason that it makes those who . 
use the roads the most pay the most, as in justice it should be. 
Motor busses and commercial trucks should be firmly regulated 
and taxed in proportion to the special privilege which they 
take and enjoy.

THE PENITENTIARY SYSTEM
I promised the people if elected to use my best efforts to 

make the penitentiary system self sustaining. That promise 
has been kept and the operation of the prison farms for 1925 
shows a gain of $235,797.75. At the beginning of my term I 
appointed one Commissioner and recently I have appointed a 
second member. As I promised the people, my administration 
now being placed in control of the system, the system will here­
after show a substantial financial gain while I continue to 
exercise the humane policy toward the unfortunate convicts. 
During my administration an attempt was made to pass a bill 
to sell all of the prison farms and to relocate the State Prison 
within seventy-five miles of Austin. I vetoed this bill. To 
undertake to sell the 80,000 acres of land now owned by the 
prison system and buy even half that amount of land within 
seventy-five miles of Austin would cost the taxpayers of this 
state not less than $10,000,000.00. The loss would come in 
the small price that the state would receive for the lands now 
already occupied by the system and in the high price the state 
would have to pay for lands upon which to relocate the prison. 
The state now has buildings suitable only for convict purposes 
which has cost the state more than $1,000,000.00, and it would 
cost $2,000,000.00 additional to erect buildings sufficient and 
comfortable to take their place. Therefore in order that no 
voter may be deceived as to my attitude I here now state that I 
shall oppose any attempt to remove the present prison location. 
Let those who advocate its removal name the price and the 
place to which it is possible to remove the system.

LABOR
I believe in the freedom and the dignity of labor. I am 

glad the day has come when those who labor with muscle and 
brawn are the social and moral equal of those who labor with 
brains. Honest toil now has the respect of the civilized world. 
Likewise the freedom of labor to organize for the promotion

and protection of the individual rights of the laboring masses 
to secure reasonable hours for labor and safe places for life 
and limb is one of the greatest achievements pf this age. While 
I recognize the right of the individual laborer to contract in 
his individual capacity with whomsoever he may, yet I am a 
great believer in the virtue of mutual co-operation and labor 
organization, and I think every laborer should join some union 
to more effectively bring about the best results.

As Governor, I have appointed a member of organized labor 
to the office of Labor Commissioner as head of the labor de­
partment. I shall ask the incoming legislature for a larger 
appropriation to carry on the growing demand of this part of 
the Government. During my first year in office fifty-eight 
employment agency licenses have been issued and the state free 
employment service acting in conjunction with the Federal Em­
ployment Service has been successful beyond the wildest dreams 
of those who first conceived this character of service. The field 
force consisting of four men and two women have made 2,988 
inspections of different establishments in which were employed 
118,647 males and 68,640 females located in over 346 cities and 
towns of the State.

The Labor Department is now performing a great work 
assisting the farming interests of the state in the distribution 
of farm labor, especially in the cotton picking season. It shall 
be my intention to further develop and encourage this field of 
Government activity until the Labor Department shall become, 
as it should be, one of the most important parts of the State 
Government.

INVESTMENT OF CAPITAL *■

It has been the hope of Texas to pass such laws and have 
such administration of its financial affairs as will promote 
the investment of foreign capital within our borders. It was 
w7ith this idea in mind that I announced my candidacy for 
Governor mainly upon the promise to reduce taxes so that out­
side investors might come to Texas without the fear of oppres­
sion by excessive taxation. The action of the legislature in 
connection with my department in redeeming this promise to 
the people has undoubtedly had a wholesome effect upon the out­
side world. The records of the Secretary of State show a most 
healthy growth in the way of foreign and domestic investment. 
The receipts of the Secretary of State’s office for filing of 
domestic and foreign charters and permit for the first year of 
my administration are $1,435,547.19, which is $213,000.00 more 
than the highest amount that has ever been received in this 
office in any preceding year. There have been filed in this 
office charters of domestic corporations to the number of 2,134, 
aggregating a total capital stock of $630,000,000.00. More 
astounding than this I might announce a lesson in Ferguson- 
ism by stating that there have been filed and approved 292 
applications by foreign corporations for permits to do busi­
ness in Texas with a total capitalization of $1,760,992,000.00. 
This represents a sum equal to all the applications by foreign 
corporations to do business in Texas for the past fifty  years. 
At last the world has turned its eyes on Texas and from every 
land and clime people to the amount of 200,000 a year are com­
ing to Texas with millions of dollars for investment.

EDUCATION
I am in favor of education, high and low. The growth of 

popular education of the masses is the foundation which makes 
higher education along sane and economical lines a pressing 
necessity. I am in favor of a system of public free schools that 
will insure not only a six months school term as provided for in 
the Constitution, but I think it ought to be at least seven months 
in the lower grades and eight months in the higher grades. I 
ani unequivocally in favor of the legislature making appropria­
tions to supplement the free school fund so as to insure a 
$15.00 per capita apportionment to every child in the scholastic 
age. I am in favor of the building of county high schools where 
ever needed and to relieve the growing and congested conditions 
of our higher institutions of learning, I am in favor of an ap­
propriation to build and equip at least six junior colleges in 
Texas during my next administration. I am quite well aware 
that this will call for additional taxation to meet the appro­
priations necessary for these purposes. To obtain this revenue 
I would tax the luxuries which the people enjoy and I would 
not favor additional taxation on lands and city real estate. 
This class of property is already overburdened and should be 
relieved of what is now an unequal distribution of the tax bur­
den. It may be instructive to call attention to the fact that 
the land acreage of Texas bears already 40 per cent of the 
total amount collected in taxes for ad valorem purposes. Town 
and city real estate bears 28 per cent, leaving only 32 per cent' 
paid by all other classes of property in Texas. Any further 
increase in taxation upon real estate will fall heavily upon 
those who rent? land or houses in town or city in increased 
charges which will be sure to follow. A very small tax on 
cigars and manufactured cigarettes will produce sufficient 
money to carry out the educational program which I have out­
lined. The records indicate that there is consumed in Texas 
each year 2,061,236,000 cigars and a tax of one cent on each 
cigar will produce $2,612,365.00. In addition to this there is 
consumed in Texas 3,000,000,000 manufactured cigarettes and 
a tax of one cent on each package of twenty will yield a revenue 
of one and a half million dollars. This tax would be so widely 
distributed and fall so lightly upon any one person that no 
complaint could be made against the levy of the tax for the 
laudable purpose of popular education. I shall urge this plan 
upon the legislature.'

I am in favor of an equitable adjustment of the University 
Fund between the main University and A. & M. College. The 
state has committed itself to the permanent maintenance of both 
of these institutions and therefore the amount of the permanent 
revenue should be determined to prevent further confusion. I 
I have suggested the investment of the permanent university 
fund in bonds of the State so that the university might receive . 
the highest interest for its fund and that fund then be made 
available for any additional education program which the legis­
lature may determine.

I am in favor of increasing the Board of Directors of the

College of Industrial Arts from six to nine as is provided for 
the other higher institutions of the state.

GAME, FISH AND OYSTER DEPARTMENT
The Game, Fish and Oyster Department is being conducted 

upon lines of efficiency and economy. The game fund has been 
increased over previous administrations and at the same time 
the operating expenses have shown a saving 'of approximately 
$20,000,00 a year. The department is giving close attention 
to the enforcement of the pollution law and to the erection of 
new fish hatcheries and to the establishment of game preserves 
in different sections of the state. The Government acknow­
ledges the great aid and co-operation in the activities of this 
department to the Isaak Walton League, an organization fost­
ered and,supported by the sportsmen of the state.

BANKING DEPARTMENT
I am not a banker, but the bankers of the state are loud 

in their praise of the administration of the banking- department 
and it is not denied that the _ banking _ situation has shown 
marked improvement during this administration.

RECLAMATION AND IRRIGATION
DEPARTMENT»

The work of the Reclamation Department and the Board 
of Water Engineers is being conducted along broad and liberal 
lines and thousands of acres of land are being reclaimed by 
levee projects and preparation for the irrigation of extended 
areas is receiving the careful attention of the Board of Water 
Engineers. Both of these departments will soon become decid­
edly important in the matter of reclamation and conservation 
to which I dedicate my administration.

TICK ERADICATION
One of the greatest problems that has confronted this 

administration was the matter of tick eradication. Before as­
suming office I called a meeting of representative people of 
the cattle industry and asked a free discussion of views and 
opinions upon the question of tick eradication. As a result of 
that conference which was attended by many prominent busi­
ness men and ranchmen throughout the state, a law wTas passed 
by the legislature which in a greaj measure solved many of the 
difficulties of this branch of the government service. As a 
result of that law the cattle men of East Texas have been re­
lieved from the arbitrary and compulsory act of dipping cattle, 
and likewise the same advantages have accrued to the cattle­
men of Southwest Texas, and both sections are now permitted 
to go to market from infested areas upon one dipping of the 
animal. In addition to this the law has provided for protec­
tion of the herds in what is known as the clean territory of the 
state and rigid rules are enforced by the Livestock Sanitary 
Commission to prevent reinfestation in those counties and sec­
tions where the people desire to permanently eradicate the tick.

In bringing about these conditions I want to give special 
mention and render thanks to the co-operation given by the 
Cattle Raisers Association of Texas and its officers.

ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS
The distinct pride of the people of Texas is the desire upon 

the part of our entire citizenship to provide for our unfortunate 
wards who suffer under the affliction of mental and bodily 
infirmities. No state or nation, can lay claim to the title of 
civilization until it meets the demand and needs of the unfor­
tunate. I am glad to say that during this administration every 
insane person has been taken out of jail and provided a proper 
asylum of care and attention. All of our eleemosynary institu­
tions are performing their function with care and attention. 
This administration has appropriated approximately $2,000,- 
000.00 for new buildings for the care and housing of our un­
fortunate wards. I shall urge the next legislature to increase 
the capacity of the State Orphan Home fifty  per cent. I shall 
urge the erection of a new insane asylum situated in the vicinity 
of Sweetwater for easy access and use to West ‘Texas. I shall 
urge the legislature to double the capacity of our tubercular 
colony at Carlsbad. These items may call for additional appro­
priations but I am sure the legislature will gladly meet the 
situation.

FERGUSONISM
While some are so insistent on talking about the claim of 

Fergusonism let me give the figures that might be instructive 
to those who seek to create the idea that Fergusonism has not 
been for the best interest of the state.

Texas whs admitted to the Union in 1845 and from that 
time down to the election of my husband as Governor was a 
span of seventy years. During this period there were many 
Governors, from Anson Jones to Jim Ferguson. During this 
entire seventy years the state spent for public buildings paid 
for by appropriation, including insane asylum, deaf and blind 
asylum, tubercular colonies, normal schools and educational in­
stitutions, and other state buildings, not including the state 
Capitol building, the sum of $8,146,000.00. During the two 
biennial years in which Jim Ferguson was Governor the state 
spent $7,606,000.00 for the same purposes. During my admin­
istration the state has spent for the same purposes $3,719,000.00 
which added to the Jim Ferguson administration is more than 
$11,000,000.00 for the building program as against a little over 
$8,000,000.00 under the administration of all the other Gover­
nors in Texas combined, and this was done without any great 
increase in taxes during Jim Ferguson’s administration and 
with a decrease in taxes during my administration.

And bear in mind this does not include country school houses 
of which Jim Ferguson built more than any other dozen Gov­
ernors all put together. I f Fergusonism be treason then make 
the most of it.

THE COURTS
I have endeavored to appoint competent Judges to the Com­

mission of Civil and Criminal Appeals to assist in the work of 
the Judges of the higher courts elected by the people. I am

(C ontinued on P age F ou r)



-I

PAGE FOUR THE FERGUSON FORUM THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1926

Invention May Prove 
Solution of Women’s 

Problems in Clothes
Seattle, W ash . A pril 28.— A  m ulti 

co lo r  electrica l im press invented by- 
Justus C. Zubli, an engineer in the 
P uget Sound navy yard at B rem erton  
W ash ., to print any co lor  on any sur­
face, is am on g  the inventions to be 
show n at the national inventors ’ ex ­
position  in Portland, Ore., June 17 to 
19.

A  w om an  w earing a w hite dress 
m ay step into a departm ent store 
and w ithout rem oving the dress have 
it changed to red fo r  the a fternoon  
and go b ack  and have it m ade blue 
fo r  the evening; the inventor contends

This m ach in e m ay be taken into 
a hom e and in a few  m inutes change 
the design o f  a rug or the co lo r  of 
the w all paper. P lain  glass w indow s 
m ay be given  fa n cy  designs. A d ­
vertising signs and billboards w hich  
take painters days to  m ake m ight 
be painted w ith  this m ach ine in a few  
m inutes, Zubil asserts.

F O R U M  TO JA N . 1, $ 1 .0 0

Hie.
BULL’S EYE
"Editor and Qenera!Manager 

WILL ROGERS

Congress
No. 2

Statistics have proven that only 
one-half o f one per cent o f the 
speeches made in Congress are lis­
tened to. A  great many Congress­
men speak IN , but not T O , Con­
gress. But every speech is published 
in the record. They send the rec­
ords back home to show “ W hat 
they told ’em up there in Washing­
ton.”  N ow  the people back home 
think Congress heard their “ Lem” 
tell ’em this.

Now, here is my scheme to stop 
speech making. A  Bill reading as 
follows: “ Congressional Record 
must not only contain speech, but 
number o f members, and names 
who listened to speech, and why. ”  
For instance: “ Congressman Post 
Hole arose to a point of informa­
tion and spoke at length on, ‘ Is 
Locarno a town, or is it a Treaty ?’ 
Length of speech, without waiting 
for applause, four hours, thirty-six 
minutes; attendance, Gout (Rep. 
N. Y .)  : ‘Unable to get out.’ Sixty- 
forty (Dem . N. J . ) : ‘Case of reci­
procity, he listened to mine. ’ L ow ­
brow (Rep. Mass.) : ‘ I was asleep, 
even the good speakers haven’t 
woke me up.’ ”

N ow  I claim that w ill stop some 
speech making. T he minute it gets 
back home that “ Lemmie”  is talk­
ing to himself up there, “ Lemmie”  
will stop talking.

You know why they won’ t listen 
to anybody up there? They have 
gone out to smoke, that’s why, and 
you know why they’ve gone out to 
smoke? W hy, “ Bull”  Durham, o f 
course. I T ’S B E T T E R  T H A N  
A N Y  SPEE CH  E V E R  M A D E .

S m elts $
P.S. There will be another piece 

in this paper soon. Look for it.

“Bull 
Durham

Guaranteed by

Bennett Who Seeks 
State School Job 

On Campaign Tour
Stephenvills, Tex., A pril 26.— W . W . 

Bennett, superintendent o f  the Center 
public schools  and candidate fo r  State 
Superintendent o f  P u blic Instruction 
spoke here Saturday to a large 
crow d. Mr. B ennett said in part:

“ B efore  the sch ool bells ring again 
in Septem ber you  will be called on to 
select a  new State Superintendent o f 
P u blic Instruction  in Texas. Other 
selections m ay attract m ore attention 
but none o f  you r selections can be 
m ore im portant.

“ It is a w ell settled fact am ong 
those w ho study sch ool a ffa irs  and 
understand our im perfect sch ool sys­
tem  and its progress, or I m ight say, 
n on-progress the last fou r years, that 
Texas is ready for  a change in edu ca ­
tional leadership.

“ N o vain am bition  or  selfish  pu r­
pose prom pts m e to be a candidate. 
N either is it fo r  fam e or the nam e o f  
being state superintendent that I seek 
the o ffice . It is not a lone the honor 
o f  the o ffice  that lures me, but the 
desire, th rou gh  the pow er w hich  the 
o ffice  provides, to render that same 
service that prom pted  us to go ov er­
seas and som e o f  the boys to give all 
th ey  had and rem ain in F landers 
field. I f  I should shirk I should not 
be the true A m erican  I try to teach  
m y boys and girls to be .”

“ 30”  Is Written For 
T. A. Fowler, Veteran 

Printer, Aged 83
W aco, Texas, A pril 2 8.—  T. A. 

Fow ler, 83, w ho w orked  on the W aco  
Tribune th irty years ago and w ho 
was also a veteran o f the H ouston  
P ost and Galveston News, died Sun­
day a ftern oon  at Baptist Sanitarium  
a fter an illness o f  two w eeks. He 
cam e to Texas in 1853. A  th irty -se ­
cond degree Mason, he becam e a 
charter m em ber o f  H olland Lodge, 
A. F. & A. M., H ouston ; o f  the H ous­
ton T ypograp h ica l U nion, L oca l No. 
85, and o f  D ick  D ow ling  Cam p, C on­
federate Veterans, H ouston.

H e has m ade his hom e in Eddy 
the last fourteen  years. F ou r ch ildren  
survive, a ll in New Orleans, Jam es 
H., W illiam  M. and B. D. F ow ler and 
Mrs. R. C. Biersall.

$ 5 0 R ew ard
$50.00 will be paid If R. V. Turner’s Quick 

Relief Salve fails to give relief in cases of 
croup, head colds, catarrh, gore throat, head­
ache, earache, eczema, itch, burns, risings, 
bruises, cuts, sores, rheumatic pains or piles. 
Turner’s Quick Relief Saive is one of the most 
powerful, penetrating, germ-killing, pain-re­
lieving and hea.ing salves known to science.

Removes corns in a few hours without pain. 
Also removes seed warts.

Large box by mail for 600.
AGENTS WANTED — Write for special 

terms. R. V. Turner, Box 1122, Montgomery. 
Alabama,

CLASSIFIED ADS
$ 1 1 Y F  2c Per word each
K ®  I I1 * - » » »  insertion. Minimum 
i& fl I !■ charge 50c.
Initials and each group of figures 
count as one word. Short lines 
seven words—Capitals double.

B A R G A IN — Im proved  section, all t i l­
lable; A m arillo  territory ; in $50.00 

class. Buy at $27.50. Oil possib ili­
ties. A ct quickly. W alter J. K iburz, 
1500 Van Buren, A m arillo , Texas.

4-29-1

B A B Y  CH ICK S— I am  the only 
P ou ltrym an  in the South that ever 

w ent to E ngland fo r  P ou ltry . In 
1923, I returned w ith  the largest 
shipm ent o f  E nglish  W h ite  Leghorns 
ever brou ght to A m erica . I  have 
paid m ore fo r  m y foun dation  stock 
than any pou ltrym an in the United 
States. The strain that I have has 
won in m ore egg laying contests 
in 1924-1925 than any other strain. 
W rite fo r  catalogue, The Original, 
The Oldest Johnson P ou ltry  R anch  
in Texas. W o lfe  City, Texas 4 -8 -t

G E T P R IC E S on you r com plete  house 
bills d irect from  the m ill. C. Shank, 

W inona Texas. 4-29-10

F O R  SA L E — P ure M ebane cotton  
seed fo r  sale at five  cents per 

pound f. o. b. W inona, Texas. M. W . 
B oger. W inona, Texas. 3-25-6

F O R  SALE— 3,000 acre ranch, eigh ­
teen m iles w est o f  A ustin ; 400 till­

able; 200 acres pecan  b ottom ; five 
m iles river front. T ools and stock  in ­
cluded fo r  $33,000, cash or  terms. 
Tom  H ughes, 4215 A venue H, Austin, 
Texas. 4-15-5.

H IG H  B LO O D  P R E S S U R E  inexpen ­
sively overcom e, w ithout drugs. 

G ladly send particu lars. Dr. J. Stokes, 
M ohawk, F lorida . 3-25-5

I N C O R P O R A T E D

111 Fifth Avenue, New York City

EGGS F O R  SETTIN G — E ggs from  
Single C om b W h ite  L eghorns of 

noted,' egg laying strain at $1.00 per 
setting, Address J. D . Burns, R ou te 
4, H olland, Texas. 2-25-t

ABSTRACTS P repared, Copied and 
E xam ined on Lands in any county 

in Texas. A lso loans, appraisals and 
in form ation . Statewide service. Get 
your title in condition, before  the big 
Texas boom  and be ready. A ssociated 
Abstractors o f  Texas, Austin, Texas.

2-25-t

100 ENVELOPES and 200 5 1-2 bj 
8 1-2 Note or Lettersheets, printed 

with your name and address and post- 
paid to you, $1.00. Send $1.00 foi 
one years subscription to our farm 
and home journal and 25 cents extra 
to pay postage and get a trial box 
of stationery free. Send cash with 
order to Fletcher’s Farming, Hondo, 
Texas. If you prefer, send two dol­
lars and get both Farming and *thf 
Forum for & whole year without the 
rtattosfwy.

PO R T O  RICO, N A N C Y  H A LL, P o ­
tato plants, 500, $1.75; 1,0.00, $3.00. 

T om ato plants, a ll varieties, 30Ô, 75c; 
500, $1.00; 1,000, $1.75. P epper
plants, 100, 50c; 500, $1.50; 1,000, 
$2.50. P ostpaid. Culver P lant Co., 
Mt. Pleasant, Texas. 4-15-3

lL

P la tfo rm  of Governor Miriam A. 
Ferguson, Candidate for Re-Election

(Continued from  P age T hree)

glad to say that today the work of the higher courts is 
nearer up with its business than it has been in a quarter 
of a century.

PUBLIC HEALTH
There is no more important function of the gov­

ernment than promoting and protecting the public health 
of the people.

. The health department is making special study of 
and giving special consideration to the treatment of 
preventable and contagious diseases. Birth and death 
records are being rapidly completed.

Careful attention and inspection is being given the 
matter of pure milk supply.# The proper construction 
of sewerage disposal plants is one of special study by 
the present state health officer and. assistants. This 
department I believe will be found efficient.

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General's department is the chief law 

enforcement department of the state government. It 
controls the Ranger force which functions largely in 
time of peace, and controls the National Guard of Texas, 
which is the strong arm of defense for the state and na­
tion in time of war.

The Texas National Guard now numbers 8,127 of­
ficers and men. This administration has entered upon 
an active campaign of armory construction for the pro­
per housing of the forces and all necessary equipment.

Free donation of 1200 acres has been secured at 
Palacios on the coast for a permanent training camp, and 
an appropriation of $230,000.00 has been secured from 
the Federal Government for permanent and necessary 
improvements and buildings« The Federal Government 
will add to this from time to time and establish one of 
the largest training camps in the country.

Texas now ranks fifth in National Guard strength
in the United States.

The administration has arranged for the location 
of s+ate headquarters of the American Legion in state 
builcimgs at Austin. More room, however, is needed 
and I am in favor of special provision being made by 
the legislature for proper and adequate quarters for this 
organization. These boys gladly and freely gave their 
services to their country, and when their country called 
and the tocsin of war was sounded, there were but few 
and very few that plead exemptions and fewer still there 
were that had to be offered induction into service to 
make them defend the flag. Therefore for this noble 
service the state can do no less than provide ample 
quarters for the comfort and conveniences of the great 
American Legion organization of Texas.

SUMMARY
Thus, in conclusion, have I rendered an account of 

my stewardship to the great people of Texas who have 
elected me as their Governor. Deeply appreciative and 
profoundly grateful for the honor bestowed I submit 
this record in defense of my candidacy for re-election.

MiRIAM A. FERGUSON.

Five Women in Band 
of 11 by Which Girl 

of 20 Was Flogged
Cape Girardeau, Me., A pril 22.—  

E leven persons in clud ing five  w o m ­
en, have been p laced uder arrest at 
Caruthersville in connection  w ith  an 
investigation o f the flog g in g  there 
o f a 10-year-old-' girl.

Sm ith P eter and his w ife, m em ­
bers o f  the P entecosta l cult, are 
charged by authorities w ith  being 
leaders o f  the gang, w hich  in the 
m ain, was m ade up o f  m em bers o f 
this organization, it is charged.

A ccord in g  to the story  to ld  au ­
thorities, the you n g  w om an  w as ta ­
ken from  a fie ld  near T yler w here 
she was engaged in a conversation  
w ith a farm er. She w as taken in an 
autom obile  tw o m iles aw ay and 
given  a severe beating.

On the fo llow in g  night, w hile tw o 
m en w ere taking the g irl to Caru­
thersville to appear before  the p ro ­
secuting attorney, the sam e par­
ties a ccord in g  to  the charges, stop ­
ped them  on the h ighw ay and forced  
them  to surrender the girl. Later 
the girl was released and w ent to 
the hom e o f  a friend  several m iles 
aw ay w here she is being held fo r  
safety.

S h eriff J. H. Sm ith, w ith  several 
deputies, arrested the 11 taking a 
revolver from  one, m an. Charges o f  
fe lon iou s assault w ere filed  against 
each  and all w ere released fo r  their 
appearance at a prelim inary  hear­
ing.
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K. K. K. EXPOSED
SE N SA TIO N A L D ISCLOSU RES O F  

T H E  H O O D E D  T E R R O R .
E veryth ing about the K. K . K . told 

in a clear, fearless m anner. B ook  
tells a ll— how  it started and was sup­
pressed in 1871— The new  K u K lux 
Klan, how  organized, h ow  m em bers 
are enrolled. Oath o f  the K lan, ques­
tions fo r  candidates. Creed. O bjects 
o f  the order. O bedience, fidelity, 
pledge o f  loyalty. K. K . K . and M a­
sons. The Jews. The Catholics. The 
negro. R eal K. o f C. oath. The N e­
gro K lan, etc. Latest and m ost co m ­
plete book  on the K lan published. 
P rice  $1.00 prepaid. M ailed in plain 
w rapper. O rder now  as this o ffe r  
m ay be w ithdraw n at any tim e. A d ­
dress: FF, B ox 51, M edicine M ound, 
Texas,

666
is a prescription for

Colds, Grippe, Flu, Dengue, 
Bilious Fever and Malaria.

It kills the germs.

Y o u  T ak e  

no Chances

W h en  you  buy W hite Leghorns 
from  the L one Star P ou ltry  
Farm , M exia, Texas. W e  paid 
Tancred $10.00 per egg  fo r  our 
foundation  stock .

B aby Chicks.
6, 8, 10, 12 w eeks old Pullets.

W IN T E R  G A R D E N
MAGIC VALLEY LANDS

Two and Th
In a Year

TEXAS WINTER GARDEN LAND CO.

O ffice 4 0 8  G unter B ld g . San Antonio, Texas

D illey , Texas

Moody's Friend Gets News 
From Bell Comity Man on 

Slim Prospect for Daniel
Ralph R. Ogden, of Austin, formerly engaged in business 

in Bartlett, evidently did not give due thought to the sterling 
democracy of the Killingsworth family of Prairie Dell when 
he wrote an urgent appeal to Will Killingsworth, son of J. H. 
Killingsworth, Old Confederate veteran, whose immediate 
family in 1924 gave Mrs. Ferguson 2 6 votes and will give her 
this year 29.

Mr. Ogden recently addressed a letter to Will Killings­
worth appealing for support for his friend, Dan Moody, and 
in his answer Mr. Killingsworth challenges Ogden’s state­
ment that state funds are being or have been dissipated under 
the present administration and assures Mr. Ogden that he 
and a great majority of farmers like himself, are entirely sat­
isfied with the manner in which the affairs of the state are 
being handled. Here is the letter of Mr. Ogden:

“Austin, Texas, April 17, 1926.
“ Mr. Will Killingsworth, Prairie Dell, Texas.

“ Dear Will: You are no doubt familiar wTith the situa­
tion in Austin as pertains to the office of governor, and I do 
not believe you approve of a condition where the revenues of 
the state have been so, dissipated in the rewarding of politi­
cal friends as has been practiced by the present administra­
tion.

“ To my mind, Dan Moody is the only man in the race for 
governor that can defeat the present incumbent, and clean up 
the present condition in and about the Capitol, and I am ap­
pealing to my friends and acquaintances throughout the state 
that I know are in favor of honest government, to give their 
untiring support to Dan Moody, and to do everything possible 
to secure his nomination in the first primary.

“ I wish you would write me your views on the political 
situation in your locality, and suggest any arrangement that 
might promote Mr. Moody’s candidacy.

“ I will also appreciate you sending me the addresses of 
any voters in or out of your county that are outspoken in Mr. 
Moody’s favor. i

“Thanking you for your attention in the matter, and await­
ing your reply, I am with kindest regards,

“Sincerely yours,
“ RALPH R. OGDEN.

“ P. S.— Will, we are counting on your kind to put Dan 
over. R. R. O.”

What a Democrat 
“ Ain’t”  Is Told 

By W. R. Bounds
To the Dallas N ews:

I see several letters and an ed itor­
ial or tw o in recent issues o f  the 
News treating on the subect o f  just 
what it takes to be a dem ocrat. And, 
as far as I can tell by their reading, 
none seem to arrive at a very definite 
conclusion  o f  even the principal te ­
nets o f  a politica l dem ocrat; nor do I 
wish to at this tim e m ake an attem pt 
to fu rther elucidate in arriving at 
any better defin ition  than these here 
referred  to, but I do not th ink it will 

srequire the m ind, o f  any great logician  
or politica l science scholar to figure 
out just w hat a dem ocrat “ a in ’t.”  
T h erefore, I m ake hold  to  assert that 
W hen one claim s to have the m oral 
or politica l privilege o f  participating 
in a dem ocratic prim ary and by his 
acts binds the prim ary unequivocally  
and at the sam e tim e not to  be bound 
thereby—-in e ffect, the result o f  said 
prim ary binds everything and every­
body but h im self— “ ain ’t”  a dem ocrat, 
regardless o f  w hatever else he m ay 
be. This tem peram ent or spirit is 
akin to the old gam bler’s m axim  o f 
“ heads I win and tails you  lose.”

W . R . BOUNDS,
H ubbard, Texas.

Gets Five Years in Prison.
H ouston, Tex., April 23.— Mrs. 

D orothy H enderson, 30, charged with 
m urder in connection  w ith the k ill­
ing o f M aleom b Gregg, 32, here last 
O ctober, was found guilty by a ju ry 
today and was sentenced to five years 
in the penitentiary.
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To the above letter Mr. Killingsworth replied as follows:
“ Salado, Texas, April 20, 1926.

“ Mr. Ralph R. Ogden, Austin, Texas.
“My Dear Sir: In reply to yours of the 17th, inst. in re­

gard to the present administration in the office of the Gov­
ernor, beg to say, that I am familiar with the conditions and 
do favor a strict, honest administration of the same and be­
ing personally acquainted with the present incumbent and 
closely associated for the past forty years, have all evidence 
to believe that the same is being handled in the strictest and 
most economical way that lies within the power of a Gover­
nor. To my pind, being a poor farmer, with a majority of the 
people of Texas, whose interests have been protected by the 
present administration and Jim Ferguson there is no desire 
to make a change.

“I appreciate your confidence in me, as a friend and hope 
to remain as such, but cannot comply with your request in 
supporting Dan Moody for Governor. In regard to Mr. Moody’s 
prospects here, will say the majority is for Ma. We can’t 
tell how the Ku Klux will vote yet.

“ Your friend,
“ WILL KILLINGSWORTH.” •

‘Dips’ in Highways 
Will Be Eliminated 
By Road Commission

March Gasoline Tax 
of $275,552 Added

to Treasury Cash
Austin, Tex., A pril 28.— E lim ina ­

tion o f the “ h ighw ay dips”  used in 
p lace o f  culverts as passage over som e 
stream s has been ordered by the 
State H ighw ay D epartm ent. Several 
years w ill be required before  they 
are all taken out o f  the State h igh ­
way system.

Austin, Tex., A uril 2 8.— Gasoline 
tax collection  fo r  M arch  from  five o f  
the larger com panies am ounted to 
$2 75,552, State C om ptroller S. H. T er­
rell announced. The fo llow in g  co m ­
panies paid the tax : G ulf $87,867, 
M agnolia $74,626, Texas $63,580, 
P ierce $26,343, and H um ble $23,136.
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PAIN WENT AWAY!
W e st V irginia  L ady T ells H ow  

B lack-D raugh t H elped H er  
and A ll H er F am ily .

Ennis, W . V a.,— “ I had an aw ful 
m isery in m y chest,”  says Mrs. A. T. 
Buckner, o f  this place. “ My m other 
cam e out to visit me, to see w hat was 
w rong. She told m e at. once to take 
B lack-D raught. I got six boxes and 
began to take it. Three tim es a day 
I would put a pinch  in tea or co ffee . 
I kept this up until I had taken fou r 
boxes. The pain disappeared in about 
fou r weeks and never returned. This 
is just one o f the tim es I have found 
B lack -D raugh t usefu l as a m edicine.

“ I have had thirteen  ch ildren  and 
in bringing up m y fam ily  I have found 
B lack -D raugh t a great help. They 
often  have little bilious spells, caused 
from  im prudent eating, so I have to 
keep som e sim ple rem edy in the 
house w hich  w ill act qu ick ly  and 
w hich  is reliable.

“ There is noth ing better than B lack - 
D raught fo r  sick  headache, caused 
from  inactive liver and bad colds.

“ M y husband has been w ell all his 
life. The w orst th ing he ever had 
was a sore throat, but every now  and 
then he is troubled  w ith constipation, 
due to the w ater we have around 
here, I think. W hen  he is troubled 
this way, he always takes B lack - 
D raught.”

T h ed ford ’s B lack -D raugh t is a 
purely vegetable liver m edicine, con ­
tain ing no harm fu l m ineral in gred i­
ents.

Sold everyw here. Try it, today.

T h e  Race Is O n !
IF YOU WISH TO KNOW HOW IT GOES 

READ THE FORUM

You will get the truth about the running and know 
all about the standing of the candidates as the race pro­
gresses.

The campaign is on. Governor Ferguson has an­
nounced her platform and asks the people for re-election.

THE FORUM is the medium through which the 
record of the Fergusons goes to the people. The truth 
about politics and politicians is given in the FORUM. 
You can have the FORUM until January Î, 1927 for 
ONE DOLLAR.

Pin a Dollar Bill to this ad with your address and 
you will get the full and complete news of the primaries, 
the run-off and the general election.

I appeal to my friends everywhere to help me spread 
the FORUM, in order that everybody may know the 
real facts down at Austin and the political campaign now 
being waged the price of the FORUM from now until 
January 1, 1 927, has been reduced to $1.00.
If you do not know who to send the paper to* send us $1, 
$5 or $10 and we will send the paper where it will do good,

Don’t Wait! Act Today! The War is On! Arm
Yourself With the FORUM and Get the Facts!

JIM  FERGUSON, Editor
TEMPLE, TEXAS
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