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Farmer Overtaxed by Government 
While His Burden Grows Heavier 

Is Argument of
By ARTHUR CAPPER 

Senator From Kansas, in Kansas City Star
I have been much interested recently in a study of a tax

ation survey made by the United States Department of Ag
riculture, in Tipton, Miami and Monroe counties of Indiana. 
The researchers found that the average annual return on 
rented farms was 3.8 per cent. The investigation showed that 
the average return on rental property in the towns was 4.6 
per cent, and on bank stock 8 per cent.

Assuming the average tax rate was 2 per cent, it is evi
dent that taxes take 25 per cent of the income from bank 
stock, 42.5 per cent of the city rent, and 52.6 per cent of the 
farm rents.

Yes, I know that in some places city taxes are higher than 
those in the country. I also know that other peculiar things 
occur, such as tax-exempt bank stock, at least, so far as the 
owner is concerned. And that there is a variation in rents, 
taking the country over, and a variation in farm values. But 
virtually every survey made anywhere shows that an unjust 
share of the country’s burden of taxes is being carried by 
agriculture. And that this has been increasing. It is one 
of the glaring faults of our administration of government, 
especially in such states as Kansas where the general property 
tax is the main, or only, source of revenue.

Taxes per acre on farm real estate increased 159 per cent 
in Kansas, from 1910 to 1923, while selling value advanced 
only 35 per cent.

And taxes on farm lands and farm property are 140 per 
cent higher throughout the United States than in 1914, two 
government departments report, which also report that the 
selling value of farm products has increased less than 60 per 
cent.

What makes these shocking disparities serious, as well as 
unjust is that the farmer can not “ pass on” his taxes as the 
merchant does by adding them with his overhead to the price 
of the goods, but must take them out of his already too scanty 
return.

, • continue in- | further. It seems to me due consid-
LlStlC might thould also be given to a
Inn imrl vpTim<WI in T p duction tax> on oils and min-IOI1, clliu  lUiedbUU 111 AtL a tax on nc-nessentials, such 

W ily  A s s o c ia t i o n .  j .  ancj a state income tax.
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In his last annual report, the late 

Henry Wallace, former secretary of 
agriculture, who was a keen student 
of farm taxation problems, said 
“ farmers find their taxes heavy be
cause of the way they are raised. They 
are levied on the selling value of the 
property, but are normally paid out 
of the income. Too often the amount 
of the tax has little or no relation 
to the amount of the farmer’s in
come.’ ’

Exactly, that’s the whole point. In 
this highly complex industrial age 
we have allowed an inefficient and 
destructive system of taxation to be
come firmly rooted in American life. 
So far as state and local systems go, 
it completely violates the axiom that 
taxes should be levied according to 
ability to pay, the basis on which 
any equitable taxation system must 
rest.

But we are making progress in 
most states: in Kansas, for example, 
with a gasoline tax and a better 
method of taxing personal property 
which should tap a new source of 
revenue. And probably we shall go

■ i Tight as well face the question 
c^uLiTfy, for taxation is one of the 
greatest economic problems of the 
United States, and will continue to 
be. Despite all that can be done— 
and much shbuld and can be done in 
certain directions—the amounts of 
tax money collected for our several 
systems of government will continue 
to be large. Within the next genera
tion vast sums will be expended on 
roads, waterways and education. Our 
rapidly growing country will demand 
these expansions.

As a matter of wisdom and o f 
simple justice the tax burden should 
be placed fairly, according to ability 
to pay.

That is all farmers have ever asked. 
There is no objection on the part of 
the producers to contributing the 
share of taxes which, their business 
earns. And certainly that is a sound 
position.

Let us hold down government ex
penses in this country to as low a 
point as consistent with public policy, 
and then distribute the taxation bur
den according to ability to pay. That 
is the basis on which wre can make 
the greatest progress in the happier 
years we are entering.

New Search and Seizure Law Is 
Designed to Protect People In 

Their Constitutional L ib er ties
Austin, Texas.— “The purpose of 

the search and seizure act of the 
Thirty-Ninth Legislature, which be
came effective June 18, is to preserve 
to the people the rights guaranteed 
Under the Bill of Rights of the State 
and Federal Constitutions, and It is 
not true that the Legislature had in 
mind only liquor law violations when 
it enacted the new law,” said State 
Senator A. J. Wirtz of Seguin, one of 
the authors of the bill.

“It might as well be said that the 
Legislature had in mind only liquor 
law violations when it passed the anti
masking bill, or laws against tar and 
feather parties,” Mr. Wirtz said, and 
he added that the search and seizure 
act “ properly prohibits the violation 
of the Constitution in the prosecution 
of any offense.”

“Whenever those rights guaranteed 
to the people under the Bill of Rights 
are not respected, whether it be the 
right of trial by jury, the right to be 
not deprived of life, liberty or proper
ty without due process of law, the 
right to be exempt in their persons, 
houses, papers and effects from un
reasonable searches and seizures, or 
any other of the inalienable rights 
guaranteed to them, it is the solemn 
duty of the Legislature to enact suit
able laws for their protection,” the 
Seguin Senator added.

The search and seizure bill is but 
a repetition of the provisions of the 
Bill of Rights, he declared, with pen
alties for their violation. It applies 
alike to all persons and all offenses.

“It is not unreasonable and will not 
hinder any efficient, intelligent or 
honest officer in the enforcement of

the law,” Mr. Wirtz said. “ There is 
no reason for not obtaining a war
rant before search is made if an of
ficer or other citizen has any reason
able ground for believing there has 
been a violation of the law. If there 
is no such ground of belief, then no 
search should be made under any cir
cumstances.”

“It is time the officers of this coun
try should respect the Constitution 
which they have sworn to support,” 
continued Mr. Wirtz. “It should not 
be necessary to violate any provision 
of the Constitution, and especially the 
Bill of Rights to enforce any law, and 
the Legislature did not believe it was 
necessary.

“As evidence of the fact that the 
Legislature did not have in mind only 
liquor law violations, I need but state 
the fact that the bill passed the Sen
ate with but one dissenting vote, and 
practically the only opposition in the 
House was as to the wording of the 
bill.

“It has been but a short time since 
a large number of our citizens had the 
idea that the only effective way to 
enforce prohibition and certain other 
laws was by ignoring the right of trial 
by jury, and the holding of mock 
trials and meting out punishment by 
masked mobs in creek bottoms. No 
one would openly defen^ such a poli
cy, It is just as much a violation of 
the Constitution for an officer to 
search without a warrant as for a 
masked mob to try, convict and pun
ish a citizen.

“The most effective method of 
abolishing lawlessness is for all citi
zens to obey and observe all provi
sions of the Constitution.”

While the “ tumult and the clamor”  over pardons granted by the gov- 
ernor has been occupying much attention and certain newspapers have 
been using a large portion of their space calling attention in a disparaging 
and frequently discreditable way to the humane deeds of a Christian 
woman, little attention has been given by these same papers to the an
nouncement made the other day by R. B. Walthall, member of the state 
board of control, that so far as he is now advised there does not now remain 
in jail in Texas a solitary insane person.

This condition has been reached through the redemption by the Fergu
son administration of its promise to take the unfortunate insane out o f jail 
cells and provide comfortable and adequate quarters for them where their 
afflictions may be ameliorated, if not cured. In the auxiliary hospital at 
Austin, formerly the state blind institute, there are now 430 insane pa
tients, quartered there temporarily, under a compromise between the state 
government and the citizens of Austin who went into court to resist the 
housing permanently of these insane patients in that part of the capital city. 
This auxiliary hospital will be utilized until accommodations for which ap
propriations have been made are completed.

Confinement o f insane persons in the jails for indefinite periods long 
has been a shame to Texas and the last legislature took actiqp toward put
ting an end to this humiliating practice. Until this action was taken there 
was no sufficient accommodations for the great number of insane in the va
rious state hospitals for these unfortunates and it was unavoidable that 
they be kept in cells with criminals and lawbreakers.

Commenting upon the improved situation the Dallas Morning News edi
torially commends the change for t he better and says:

A X I  n i t r o î î

The achievement reported by Mr. Walthall has been made pos
sible by the addition of a building to the Rusk asylum and by the 
conversion into an auxiliary hospital for the insane of a building 
in Austin owned by the State and formerly used for other pur
poses. Into the Rusk asylum 113 patients have been admitted, 
some by transfer from other asylums, while into the auxiliary 
hospital at Austin 430 have been taken, mostly from the institu
tion at San Antonio, apparently. Mr. Walthall does not state 
what the margin of unused accommodations is in the several in
stitutions, but it seems likely that our present release from the 
shame of having insane persons stored away in the jails with 
criminals will be of longer duration than has been customary.

It may be said in connection with this comment from the News that 
the board of control is confident that present provisions for insane per
sons when the new quarters are fully completed will enable these unfor
tunates to be cared for without any o f them remaining for any considerable 
period in jail cells.

Thus is another achievement made by the Fergusons in the cause of 
humanity and in redemption of pledges to their fellow citizens, while crit
ics, who would have turned the administration of the affairs of the great 
state of Texas over to a republican w ho was in league with the Ku Klux 
Klan, rave and fume because of their repudiation by the noble-hearted 
people who believe in the practice o f  mercy as taught by the Saviour of 
mankind and his disciples. The removal of insane persons from filthy and 
unhealthy jail cells into comfortable and sanitary surroundings, where every 
provision is made for relieving their afflictions and caring for them in a hu
mane and beneficial manner, is a record which marks a new era in the his
tory of the eleemosynary institutions o f Texas. If what has been accom
plished is properly supplemented in future years when the need for addi
tional accommodations is pressing then will the state have purged itself of 
the shame and humiliation under which so long it has labored, of having 
hundreds of helpless insane incarcerated in jails instead of in comfortable 
hospitals, as prompted by feelings o f  humanity and honesty.

Texas Gasoline Tax 
Collections Are at 

Top Notch Figures

Austin, Tex., July 1.— Gasoline tax 
collections in Texas during May broke 
all records when the total went to 
approximately $380,000, compared to 
$364,336 in April and $359,74i in 
March, which were high water marks. 
The five largest companies contribut
ed $2 91,142 in May, distributed as fol
lows:

Gulf $97,989, Magnolia $73,443, 
Texas company $63,977, Pierce $33,- 
570 and Humble $22,163. The tax 
being 1 cent a gallon, the number 
of gallons sold is easily computed, 
the Gulf having sold 9,798,900 gal
lons taxable in Texas. The total sold 
was 38,000,000 gallons. The five com
panies listed paid $268,718 in March 
and $275,187 in April.

DeW itt County Man 
Runs for Congress 

Against Mansfield

La Grange, Texas, July 1.— Judge 
E. J. Motis of Yoakum, DeWitt coun
ty, announced his candidacy here 
Monday for congressman from the 
Ninth District, represented by Con
gressman J. J. Mansfield. He Is gen
eral attorney in this state for the 
Farmers’ Mutual Insurance company. 
He is one of the first in the state to 
announce for a congressional position.

Sugar From Philippines.
Galveston, Tex., June SO.—The first 

cargo of 3ugar ever imported at Gal- 
ton. from the Philippine islands ar
rived here today  ̂on, the steamship 
Bessemer City. Part of the cargo goes 
to Philadelphia. All the sugar im
ported here hitherto has come from 
Cuba.

Headlight Devices 
Approved W ill Be 

Announced July 13

Austin, Tex., July 1.—The approved 
list of automobile headlight devices 
is not to be given to the public until 
July 13, the date of the next meeting 
of the highway commission, Read 
Granbery, in charge of the headlight 
division of the state highway depart
ment, announced Tuesday. Mr. Gran
bery said that the list would be com
pleted within the next few days but 
that it would be submitted to the 
highway commission for approval be
fore being^announced publicly.

Treat y‘Negotiations Fail.
Paris, June 30.— The Franco-Ger

man negotiations for a new commer
cial treaty have reached a deadlock 
again with little prospect of a suc
cessful issue, it is said by official cir
cles.

State Democratic 
Unanimous in Praising Ferguson 
Policies; Eidson Made Chairman

We, the democratic state executive committee, unquali
fiedly indorse the present democratic administration, em
bracing the executive and the legislative departments.

We especially commend both departments for their pa
triotic efforts to preserve the government as a government 
under the constitution and the law.

We also especially commend our administration, both ex
ecutive and legislative, in their efforts to carry on the gov
ernment in an economic manner, and relieve the people from 
some of the onerous and excessive burdens of taxation.

We pledge to the administration our efforts and assistance 
in the future to further curtail the expense of the govern
ment, to reduce the taxes, and to preserve the liberties of 
the people.

R. S. FULTON,
HARRY TOM KING,
H. E. SKAGGS,
O. L. STRIBLING,

Committee.
These resolutions were adopted unanimously Wednesday, 

June 24, at a meeting of the State Democratic executive com
mittee, held in the Hotel Raleigh at Waco for the purpose 
of electing a chairman to succeed E. A., Berry, resigned and 
to hear reports upon the political situation over the state.

The resolutions were read to the committee by R. S. 
Fulton of Van Zandt county and were seconded by Hon. O. 
L. Stribling, of Waco, who spoke in behalf of the democracy 
of Waco and said the presence in Waco of the members of 
the state committee was appreciated, although he bore no 
authority from the city government to say so.

“ This city and county have been through some stormy 
elections of late, and I regret to say that the last election did 
not show Waco to be a democratic city,” he said, “ but there 
is evidence that things are turning the other way, and those 
who strayed are quietly stealing back into the fold.”

He said that Mrs. Ferguson had made one of the best 
governors Texas has ever had—that she has the heart of a 
noble Christian woman and the strength of mind of an hon
est and wise statesman.

Former Governor James E. Ferguson was introduced to 
the committee by Chairman A. R. Eid on, of Hamilton, who 
had been elected to succeed Chairmar Berry and the former 
governor expressed his gratification over the commendation 
of the administration of his wife as governor of Texas and 
praised the legislature as working its hardest to do what it 
should do, and to leave undone what it should not do, and 
finishing its job ih 60 working days, including Sundays. 
“There were no professional wind-jammers in this legisla
ture,” said Mr. Ferguson. “ The man who talked just to hear 
his head rattle soon found out he wasn’t appreciated.”

By cutting down the state expenses $8,000,000, and tak
ing up $2,000,000 in deficit from the preceding administra
tion, the legislature has saved Texas $10,000,000, Mr. Fergu
son said, and had shown that expenses can be reduced and 
held within proper limits.

“ I never saw so much approval from all classes, business 
men, farmers and laboring men, as in the case of this legis
lature, and I feel sure that the people will return these legis
lators for the same kind of a session next time,” he said. He 
noted the presence, as a guest, of Representatice Daniels of 
Wichita Falls, “one of the young democrats now coming on 
who are proving their ability to give us a government by and 
for the people.”

Mr. Daniels, in a brief response to the governor, said that 
he hoped the young democrats would follow in the footsteps 
of the men who constituted the present executive committee.

Mr. Eidson called the committee to order and was at 
once elected state chairman in place of E. A. Berry, who re
signed to accept a place on the board of appeals.

Taking the chair, he struck the keynote of the meeting 
at once with a eulogy of Mrs. Ferguson for “ having saved the 
people of Texas many millions at a time when ownership of 
property is becoming a burden, rather than a benefit, or ac
count of heavy taxation.” Mrs. Ferguson, he said, is one of 
Texas’ greatest governors “ if not the greatest.”

Committeeman H. Tom King w. s unanimously elected 
vice chairman, in place of Mr. Eidson, and in accepting the 
place, echoed Mr. Stribling’s words, that this was the first 
time in a number of years that he could wholeheartedly en
dorse the state government. He commended Mrs. Ferguson 
for her tact and ability at getting along with the legislature, 
and the legislature for attending strictly to business and ad
journing.

George P. Robertson of Bosque county was appointed to 
fill the vacancy on the committee caused by the elevation of 
Mr. Eidson to the chairmanship, and C. J. Stubbs of Galves
ton was named to succeed his brother, the late J. B. Stubbs, 
as the Galveston member of the committee.

It was announced by Chairman Eidson that the next meet
ing of the committee would be held in Wichita Falls.

H. N. Graves of Williamson county said that his county 
had started “ them” on the run and that now “ they are fold
ing their bed sheets and silently stealing away.”

Judge Henderson of Cameron called on to speak, referred 
to the early days of Texas when “ The Old Alcalde,” Gov. 
O. M. Roberts, inaugurated the policy of “pay as you go,” 
and said Mrs. Ferguson is reducing the burdens of govern
ment so that the state can return to that policy.

J. E. Mercer of Fort Worth moved that the committee 
give a vote of thanks to Richard Fleming of Houston, secre
tary of the committee, for his services, specially in the last 
campaign, the motion carrying unanimously.

Pat Short of Dallas, a guest, responded to a request with 
a brief talk.

Dr. E. B. Blalock of Woodlawn moved that the secretary 
write Representative Eugene Blount, who is convalescing from 
a six weeks’ illness in which he lost 40 pounds from typhoid 
fever, and express the committee’s sympathy, and congratu
late him upon his work in connection with the finance bills 
of the last legislature, the motion carrying unanimously.

A resolution of sympathy and appreciation was passed 
regarding the death of James B. Stubbs, a member of the com
mittee, who recently died.

On suggestion of Mr. Ferguson, the chairman was in
structed to thank R. E. Pellow of the Raleigh hotel for his 
courtesies.

In closing the meeting, Chairman Eidson repeated briefly 
some of the sentiments expressed relative to the administra 
tion,, and said his policy, as chairman, would be to bring bac! 
the days of simplicity in government.
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UVALDE CITY OFFICERS PATRIOTIC.
The mayor and city council of Uvalde refused a permit 

to “ Cyclone” Davis to make a Ku Klux Klan speech in the 
public park there July 2, giving as their reason that they are 
trying to promote peace and harmony in the community and 
could not see that a speech by “ Cyclone” Davis under the 
auspices of the Ku Klux Klan would be conducive to that end.

Failing to get the city park for their propaganda of hate 
the klan published an advertisement in the Uvalde News an
nouncing that the meeting would be held in klan hall and 
proclaimed that everybody was invited to hear “ Cyclone" 
blow, the klan promising that “ He will interest you from the 
very first word he speaks to the last one.”

Too much praise cannot be given these city officers of 
Uvalde for their patriotic and loyal action in halting any move 
that will make for dissension among their people. Their an
nouncement that they are trying to promote peace and har 
mony in their community and did not believe klan agitation 
■would conduce to that consummation, stamps them as men 
With a laudable purpose to do something worth while for 
f/ieir community.

The mayor and city council of Uvalde have done well and 
their example is worthy emulation by the municipal officers 
of many other cities in Texas.

SHIRT SLEEVES AND CHIVALRY.
\ _______

The disposition to criticise is so strong that some folks just 
cannot resist it. An illustration of this is seen in an incident 
related by “ Mefo” in his column in the Houston Chronicle a 
few days ago, in connection with the action of the Houston 
chief of police in having his policemen don summer attire and 
make themselves comfortable by discarding coats and appear
ing for duty in their shirt sleeves.

“ Some lady telephoned a complaint,” says “ Mefo” in his 
comment, “ because the new summer uniforms for policemen 
do not require a heavy coat to be worn. In fact, no coat is 
now used for adornment or punishment. Very likely the 
sweet feminine thing who entered a protest was that very 
minute clad in a shirt waist of sheer material and no sleeves. 
¡With bare arms, bare neck and wearing a very few clothes 
of any kind, she had the nerve to say Houston’s policemen 
should not address a lady in his shirt sleeves.

“ We congratulate Chief of Police Goodson. It was a 
sensible thing to do. Let us hope it means the beginning of 
sensible summer clothes for all of us. The policemen look 
very neat and comfortable in their summer dress. It con
sists of blue trousers, a tan pongee shirt and a bow tie. That’s 
enough. Those old uniforms of darkness, covering the men 
with heavy coats, were a terrific burden during the long sum
mer days. ' . .“No, my dear madam, we can’t join you in criticising the 
chief. Why shouldn’t a man have a right to wear a shirt in 
the summer, the same as you ladies do? You have discarded 
your corsets and your girdles and we haven’t protested; pray 
let us take off our coats.”

That ought to have silenced at least that one critic. If 
she read thoughtfully the answer Mefo gave to her com
plaint she will realize that there is real virtue in consistency.

WHERE IT COMES FROM.
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CANNIBALISM FOR PUBLIC GOOD.
The extract quoted below from Henry Ford’s Dearborn 

Independent gives a piece of African history for which 
thoughtful readers may find something of a counterpart or 
parallel in this country. True, there is no organization which 
goes to the extent of practicing cannibalism “ for the public 
good,” but there is an organization which has practiced bar
barity of the most hideous sort under pretense of bringing 
benefit to the public. This organization insists upon a rigid 
initiation ceremony, an obligation and other solemn rites be
fore persons are admitted as members.

There is no way of telling just what some folks may deem 
“ for the public good,” as is shown by the following which 
the Independent gives to its readers:

“Herodotus, the father of history, speaks of a tribe in 
the Far East that used to eat its aged and sick people. By 
doing so the members of the tribe provided themselves with a 
cheap meal, avoided doctor’s bills, and saved funeral expenses. 
They also derived satisfaction from thinking that they had 
put their friends out of their misery, and hastened their ar
rival to the tribal Elysium.

“In The Golden Bough there are instances given which 
show that among certain primitive peoples, the practice of 
disposing of one’s relatives in this manner has not entirely 
died out.

“An example of it was recently brought to light in the 
discovery of a tribe in the interior of Africa which has con
nected with it a secret society that cooks and eats objection
able people “ for the public good.”

“ It appears that these canibals are sincere in their idea 
of service and “ safety first,” and think that they are prac
ticing much fortitude and self-denial in thus making things 
easier for the rest of the tribe. They are said to be an in
telligent people, well up in the arts and handicrafts, and in
sist on a rigid initiation ceremony before new members are 
admitted to their society.”

Ma Ferguson Says:
ABOUT JUNK.

(Copyright Capitol Syndicate)

SHOULD PLEASE EVERYBODY.
Under the above title the Marshall Morning News makes 

comment upon the final removal of all insane patients from 
the jails to comfortable quarters as wards of the state and 
gives praise to Governor Ferguson for this making good her 
platform pledge with regard to these unfortunates. The 
News says:

“ The Fergusons have carried out one of their promises 
that we feel even Dr. Atticus Webb will find it hard to object 
to. The promise was made that all insane persons would be 
provided for in hospitals and that all such unfortunates would 
be removed from the jails of the different counties. Arrange
ments to take care of all such have been completed and the 
removal from the jails will follow. Thus will a disgrace be 
removed from bur state that has been of long standing.”

Although countless columns have been written through
out the last ten years bemoaning the fact that unfortunate 
victims of mental affliction were housed in jail cells, with
out comfort or attention which might relieve them at least 
to some extent, few of the Texas papers have given prominence 
of display to the announcement that all the insane persons 
heretofore confined in jails had been sent to state hospitals 
and given proper attention.

Critics of the administration will find when they permit 
honesty and a sense of fairness to enter into their minds 
that Governor Ferguson has proved her patriotism, estab
lished that she is actuated by a lofty spirit of humanity and 
by the sterling principle of old-fashioned honesty of purpose 
in dealing with problems of state with which she has been 
confronted. The really patriotic citizens of Texas who re
spect truth will honor her for what she has done and is doing 
That will be sufficient.

Every woman who has ever moved from one house to am 
other, or one town to another, knows just what I mean when 
I say junk, with a despairing echo to my voice. It’s that ac
cumulation of good but useless things that you “ hate to throw away.”

Every wife and mother knows what it means— it’s one of 
the trials of housekeeping the world over.

There are always fine— simply unanswerable excuses for 
keeping junk. This may come in handy, that may be needed 
some time, something else has sentimental associations. And 
after you have forgotten how this was used or grown beyond 
the need of that, or the sentimental association has slipped 
your mind—the junk is still piled up in the attic or packed 
in the bottom of a trunk. Maybe once in a blue moon some 
bit of it will be used— but blue moons come so seldom.

It’s all a nuisance, but try and get rid of it— just try. You 
might as well recommend throwing the baby in the waste 
basket because it can not earn its own living.

No, indeed, you never know when some of it will come in 
handy— nobody else does, or ever will.

I know women who will not— simply cannot— be begged 
into giving their old dresses to poor people. Oh, ho, they 
might be made over some day. Yet those women, when they 
need a new dress, march themselves straight downtown and 
buy one. It’s too much trouble to make one over— and be 
sides, it wouldn’t look well.

I know a man who has a passion for saving newspapers 
and magazines— he hasn’t read them from cover to cover. 
So he saves them— and since magazines and newspapers are 
like summer days— each one is warmer than the other one, 
the old ones are just piled up. His wife gets desperate some
times, but she seldom gets rid of the stacks. He is going to 
read them tomorrow— manana, the Mexicans say. And ma 
nana is always manana.

Last winter when I moved from my home to Austin and 
found how much junk I had let pile up, I vowed I’d throw 
everything away as soon as I finished with it. But I doubt 
if I will. When I leave Austin, I expect I’ll have another stack 
to burn up. It seems to be a common human feeling, like 
wishing you were rich.

Of course, we let a lot of mental junk stack up in our 
brains, too. It would be better if we did not stack our brains 
so full, and left a little room for dusting up there, I expect.

We should have a standard—such as a household rule that 
can not be broken. When an article has been used to its 
normal end, either give it away, where it can be used again, 
or put it in the fire.

The trouble is, when you pack something away, you are 
sure it is not used to its finish—you are always certain it will 
come in handy some day. Maybe some day we will do that 
— but then, maybe some day, we will all be rich.

THE STREET SLAUGHTER.

When a letter was received by the editor of the Marshall 
Morning News from one of his subscribers asking why he 
did not say something censorious against the Ferguson ad 
ministration, his reply in part was as follows:

“ So far as the News has been able to see there are no 
supporters of the present governor criticising her, and prac
tically all the criticism is coming from those who either pre
ferred a klan or a republican governor to the nominee of the 
democratic party. The editor of the News shall not hesitate 
to criticise the present state administration when in his judg
ment it needs criticism, nor will he hesitate to commend when 
commendation is due. He owes the Ferguson administration 
nothing, nor do the Fergusons owe him aught except good 
government.

“ We read of a certain man in Dallas who has seen fit to 
rail very much at the governor because of her many pardons 
and especially has he been grieved because among those par
doned were a number of persons who had been convicted of 
violating the liquor laws. And yet this same man gave a 
wild party at a hotel not long since at which there were in 
toxicating liquors galore. He violated the law in a wholesale 
way, but objects to pardoning the poor devil who was foolish 
enough to think he could get by in the selling of much less 
liquor than this critic of the governor had in his possession, 
which possession is contrary to the ‘law made and provided’-”

Raise aloft “ Old Glory” Saturday and celebrate the Fourth 
of July.

Hurrah for the Fourth of July and its traditions and mean 
ing to true Americans.

Friends, get busy. Send in a new subscriber, 
help us and be doing a favor to the subscriber.

You will

Whep. you get the Forum you know you are getting the» 
truth and learning exactly what is going on ih Texas. The 
subscription price is $2 a year.

The Forum goes into practically every county in Texas 
and is read by thousands of loyal Texans. If you are not 
getting it hurry and get on the mailing list. Price $2 a year.

Let’s celebrate July 4 and recall the glorious history of 
the great document which was adopted in 1776 by the patriot 
fathers in their struggle for liberty and freedom of thought 
and action under a constitution which still stands as the 
greatest human document ever written as a rule and guide 
for civic action and conduct.

Whit Davidson says he will not be a candidate for gover
nor in 1924 and in connection with his announcement to this 
effect he proclaims that the klan is not dead, neither is it 
sleeping. The monster will be heard from when the cam
paign opens, and according to Davidson, who is not alone in 
that view, the kluxers will align themselves with some can
didate in the hope of overthrowing the administration and 
gaining some sort of foothold upon the state government. The 
klan is busy and its policies are as dangerous to constitutional 
government as ever.

“ We have not indulged in harsh criticism of the Fergusons’ 
record in pardoning criminals, and it is not likely that we 
will,” says the Honey Grove Signal. “We have not examined 
the records and do not know whether those pardoned should 
have been set free or not. We have an idea that some have 
been turned loose who should have been kept in, but we are 
very slow to criticise those who pardon. We have an idea that 
if the pardoning power were turned over to us that we would 
set more of the poor devils free than the Fergusons h»ve. It’s 
a weakness not to be able to say no to those who plead for 
freedom, but it’s a weakness that we would never be able to 
cast off, and somehow we can’t help feeling that it’s a fault 
that leans to virtue’s side’.”

Statistics on accidents resulting from auto traffic have 
stirred public attention through several years and comment 
ing upon a recent report on the subject issued by the federal 
department of commerce, the Dallas News says:

The first man you asked would pretty certainly admit that 
the statistics of automobile tragedies are a disgraoe to us, 
but as apt as not he would quickly add that conditions are 
getting better in that respect. The notion that drivers are 
becoming more careful has a good deal of vogue. Unhappily, 
statistics, which offer us the only authentic testimony we 
have, do not verify it.

The department of commerce reports that in fifty-eight 
of the principal cities of the country 5,030 people were killed 
last year by automobiles and that the number killed in the 
same cities during 1923 was 4,908. The increase was 122. 
There was a relative as well as an absolute increase. In 1923 
the death rate in those fifty-eight cities was 18.8 per 100,000 
of population; in 1924 it was 19. That was the high-water 
mark during the time statistics have been compiled. In 1920 
the death rate was 14.6 per 100,000 of population; in 1921, 
15.7, and in 1922, 16.9. The statistics do not prove a higher 
avetage of carelessness, or a lower average of carefulness, 
if that putting be preferred, for during the five years for 
which the figures are given there has been a greater increase 
in the number of cars in use. But that does not alter the 
fact shown by the statistics that the automobile is a growing 
menace, and not a diminishing one, as so many seem to think.

Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio are among 
the fifty-eight cities in which the statistics for last year were 
gathered. Here is the record as to them:

Deaths Fatality rate
. 1924. 1923 1924. 1923

D allas.......................... ..................  36 34 22.0 22.2
Fort Worth ................ ..................  26 9 17.6 6.3
Houston ....................... ................ 31 25 19.4 16.1
San Antonio................ ..................  22 30 11.5 16.2

Dallas is made to stand at the top of the list, of both lists 
for 1924. There were more fatal automobile accidents in 
this city than in either Fort Worth, Houston or San Antonio, 
and also more per 100,000 of population. It should be added 
that the ratio in Dallas is above the average for the fifty- 
eight cities in which the statistics were gathered, the average 
having been, as has been shown, 18.8 per 100,000 of popula
tion, as against 22 for Dallas. Among the distinguishing 
traits of Dallas, one, it appears, is rather more than the nor
mal carelessness in the driving of automobiles.

Subscribe for the Forum and you will know what is going 
on in Texas.

Saturday is July Fourth, the national anniversary, and 
every American rejoices in commemorating the day.

Not an insane person in a jail cell in Texas. That is the 
record reported from Austin. This is a fitting topic for crit
ics to give heed to and discuss.

Mrs. Ferguson Invited 
To Become Member of 

Council of Governors

Austin, Texas, July 1.— Governor 
Miriam A. Ferguson has been invited 
to become a member of the Council 
of Governors, which will Serve in a 
supervisory capacity for the interna
tional exposition to be held in Phila
delphia, Pa., June 1 to Dec. 1, 1926. 
The invitation was extended by W. 
Freeland Kendrick, Mayor of Phila
delphia, in an unusually cordial note 
addressed to Mrs. Ferguson. The 
Mayor advised that Governor Gifford 
Pinchot of Pennsylvania will act as 
chairman of the council. Mrs. Fergu
son will accept.

Death Closes Career 
of State Secretary 
Knights of Columbus

San Antonio, Texas, July 1.—A. J. 
Fitzpatrick, 60 years old, State secre
tary of the Knights of Columbus, died 
here Sunday, June 28, after a brief ill
ness. Mr. Fitzpatrick was a native of 
Peterboro, Ontario, Canada, and had 
lived in San Antonio sixteen years.

Mr Fitzpatrick is survived by his 
wife, Mrs. Lena M. Fitzpatrick, and 
one son, Arthur, of this city; four 
brothers, W. A. Fitzpatrick of Los 
Angeles, F. F. Fitzpatrick of New 
York City, J. A. Fitzpatrick of Cleve
land, and R. G. Fitzpatrick of Chil
dress, Texas.

About Sentiment and Capital 
Punishment.

I am not discussing whether I be 
Iieve in capital punishment or not. 
The law says that for certain horrible 
crimes, a man may be put to death 
by the state, and I have sworn to 
uphold the law. It seems to me that 
the penitentiary is far worse punish
ment, both for a condemned man and 
for his family, thah a quick death.

I had hoped, when I took office 
last January, that it would not be 
necessa or any single pei . *-> be
executed while the first woman gov
ernor was in office. It wras a hope— 
the fulfillment of which I could not 
insure.

No governor has any control over 
men who let their evil ways unbal
ance the brains in their heads—their 
unbalanced brains would be a men
ace to society if they were left to 
live, the lawyers tell us. So—my
record could not be made.

But these executions have brought 
up some of the queerest situations I 
ever came across.

When the first man to be executed 
at Huntsville after I became gover
nor was about to go to his death, I 
spent three days going over and over 
all of the records of the case. I tried 
to see if there was some hope for 
him if he were sent to the peniten 
tlary.

Until the very hour of his execution 
I was besieged by people who wanted 
him to live— people who had never 
seen him, people who had joined in 
the hue and cry against him at the 
time of his arrest—good people, many 
of them, but people who were car 
ried away by the sentiment of the 
moment. I was condemned heartily 
for not interfering in the case.

Then another execution was set— 
and the day of execution fell on, a 
Sabbath. We have gone far enough, 
it seems to me, away from the old- 
time respect and regard for the Sab
bath—and when it came to setting 
a public execution on the Lord’s day,
I simply could not see it done. So I 
changed the day from Sunday to the 
Friday following.

And what a thunder-storm broke 
on my unsuspecting head! I was 
bombarded with letters and telegrams 

one preacher even wrote me con
demning the act!

No—you cannot please all the peo
ple all the time, and you can never 
know what turn public sentiment is 
going to take. It’s so nice and easy 
to be sentimental over one thing to
day and another tomorrow!
About Turnip Greens and Gombread.

All Gaul may be divided into three 
parts—sauces, salads and sweets— 
but the French would never get a 
cheer out of me when their best ef
forts were put beside a dish of turnip 
greens, set beside a plate of crisp 
cornbread sticks, and flanked by a 
glass of ice cold buttermilk.

It may merit none of the popular 
adjectives, that meal. It is neither 
sophisticated nor hifalutin’—but I 
know two perfectly good words that 
fit it: it is delicious and simple.

We eat too many salads and too 
much folderol nowadays, anyways. 
We have gotten too careless about the 
good old-fashioned dishes on which 
the brawn and brain of our fathers 
and mothers were nourished to carve 
a nation out of the wilderness. We 
get too much mayonnaise and too 
much whipped cream.

Not that mayonnaise and whipped 
cream are not delicious—they are. 
But too much of them will lead to 
operating tables and special diets— 
and I never heard of anybody getting 
too much turnip greens.

Of course, down here in Texas 
where the Rio Grande valley gives 
us such wholesome vegetables the 
year round, we do have an advantage 
over people in the far north and east 
— but that’s only another reason why

Texas is such a good place ih which 
to live.

There are times nowadays when I 
have to tackle a problem that means 
a great deal to the Texas farmer 
when I want to eat Texas-farmer 
food and nothing else. I get a lot 
more benefit out of it than one of 
these fussy meals at such a time.

Of course there is buttermilk and 
buttermilk. The good kind is churned 
in a big stone jar, from milk v’ 
never been near a cream s 
It has had cream half an b 
on it when ’ '
and when the nutter has l 
out of the churn, the milk is * 
up and put away in a refrigeiac« 
for a few hours to thicken and chill

Of course there is cornbread and 
cornbread. But the only good kind 
I know anything about is made with 
eggs and buttermilk—and it has no 
sugar and it has no flour in it—just 
cornmeal, eggs and buttermilk— with 
a little salt and soda.

As for turnip greens— I never heard 
of but one way to cook these: put 
the tender greens in a pot of boiling 
water along with a pie«« of salt pork, 
and let it all cook.

It may not be fashionable— but it’s 
Food—spelt with a capital letter.

in our endeavors to get a square view 
—not one from an angle or from two 
sides enclosing an angle.

In the long run, honesty of pur
pose is going to be rewarded—and 
we can be consoled always by the 
thought that the best minds and the 
best hearts do make their blunders, 
even when their intentions are not 
to be questioned.

W ar Hero Decorated 
W ith D . S. M . Seeks 

Place W ith Rangers

Austin, Texas, June 30.— Buck 
Simpson of Bee Cave, near here, 
World War hero, who captured fifty 
Germans in a machine gun nest, to
day received a distinguished service 
medal from the government. Simp
son was decorated by several of the 
allied nations for his act. He is ar 
applicant for a place on the Texai 
ranger force.

FOE OVEM 
200 YEARS
haarlem oil has been a world
wide remedy for kidney, liver and 
bladder disorders, rheumatism, 
lumbago and uric acid conditions.

H A A R LEM  OIL
C A P S U L E S  1

correct internal troubles, stimulate vital 
organs. Three sizes. All druggists. Insist 
on the original genuine Goto M edal.

DALLAS
Telephone X6268

MILLER &  G O D FR EY
GENERAL CIVIL PRACTICE

Suites 901-2-3-4 Mercantile Bank 
Building

DALLAS. TEXAS
Barry Miller, P. s. Godfrey, Wm. B. 
Miller. H. M. Klsten. J. P. Gross

W . L. W A R D
LAWYER

1010 Western Indemnity Bldg.

Look at Things From All Sides.
The learned men tell us that no 

two people cam see a thing exactly 
alike, because no two humans have 
had exactly the same environment. 
Even members of the same family 
will have different notions about 
things, for they will have grown up 
under different conditions in the 
home or will have met different chil
dren in school—or this one “ takes 
after mother’s folks and brother 
takes after father’s people.”

Since people don’t see things alike, 
they will not do them alike. Conse
quently, there must be more than one 
side to any question. There is sure 
to be, some right on every side, 
whether that side is yours or the 
other fellow’s. The question is 
whether there is more right on one 
side or on the other. I think some
times that things should be known 
as right and Tightest—not right and 
wrong.

And so I believe that people will 
be so much happier in this life if they 
will search for more.sides of the ques
tion than just one.

There are some fortunate people 
in the world who can judge things 
right just as soon as they are put up 
to them—they can hit the nail on the 
head with the first blow. But these 
folks are few and far between. A lot 
of us are lucky when we can decide 
a question in a hurry, and happen to 
make the decision that time proves 
to be the right one.

Most of us will reel off a lot of 
half-baked ideas and then when other 
folks have heard them we are 
ashamed to retract them, even when 
we know they are wrong. We all 
need to let our purposes and ideas 
mature a little before we announce 
our decisions.

And those cannot be matured until 
we have looked at things from more 
than one angle. It simply is not given 
to us to understand problems until 
we know how the things that cause 
those problems arise. It takes expe
rience to search out causes, and ex
perience makes you old. That’s why 
older people are bound to be wiser 
than young people. And older people 
are mistaken often in their judgments 
because they forget the young folks’ 
side of the question.

Sometimes when I get to thinking 
about all this I wonder if anybody 
ever is wholly right—and I expect 
few human beings are. Judgments 
are bound to be unjust to some peo
ple—at least in their eyes— eyes that 
are not experienced.

But however poorly we approxi
mate the ideal, we can strive for it. 
We can be honest and hard-working

fla v o u r s  &  PIERSON
Suites 311-312-313 Slaughter Building 

DALLAS, TEXAS

FO R T W O R T H

E. B. Hendricks J. D. Bell
HENDRICKS &  BELL

L A W Y E R S
Second floor Wheat Building 

Fort Worth, Texas 
General Practice State and 

Federal Courts

D A L L A S

Jefferson Hotel Cafe
Our Motto:

QUALITY, CLEANLINESS, 
SERVICE

Noon Day Lunch, 75c 
Dinner. $1.25

When In Dallas 
Stop at

TH E  JEFFERSON
Centrally Located for All City 

Activities.
New— Modern Absolutely 

Fire-Proof.
Popular Prices.

H O U STO N

“ TH E  BENDER”
Houston’s Popular Hotel. Rates $1.50 
and up. Excellent Cafe. Noonday 
lunch 60c. Dinner evenings $1.00.

Dinner Sunday evenings $1.2$
J. EX DALEY, Manager

S A N  A N T O N IO

G U N TER  H O TEL
Internationally Known 

Rates: $1.50 to $5.00 per day 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

A U ST IN

The Driskill 
Is

European Plan

the Hotel
A T  A U ST IN
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The Ferguson Forum’s
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In Progress of Highway Making, Texas 
Program More Than Double Last Year, 
Texas HighwayA ssodation Figures Show

THE average motor vehicle license fee and gas
oline tax per car in Texas is lower than in 26 
other states in the Union, it is shown in sta

tistics gathered by American Highways, Washing
ton, and released in Texas through the Texas High
way Association.

The average motor license per vehicle in Texas 
in 1924 was $12.99, while the average gasoline tax 
of 1 cent paid by each motor vehicle in the state was 
only $4.82. The combined average is $17.81.

In these charges, Oregon ranks first among the 
48 states of the Union within a total of $38.40. 
North Carolina is third with a total of $36.39. For 
other states the totals are as follows, ranking in the 
order named:

Arkansas, $34.79; Florida, $29.36; New Hamp
shire, $28.65; Georgia, $28.25; Connecticut, $27.91; 
Idaho, $26.42; Virginia, $26.18; Delaware, $25.79; 
Vermont, $25.40; Pennsylvania, $24.71; Washing
ton, $23.23; Louisiana, $23.14; South Dakota, $22.- 
82; Hawaii, $22.33; Kentucky, $21.31; Alabama, 
$21.27; Tennessee, $21.13; West Virginia, $20.89; 
South Carolina, $20.42; Oklahoma, $20.33; Maine, 
$19.03; Mississippi, $18.91; Arizona, $18.50; Ne
vada, $18.34, and Texas, $17.81. From this point 
the remaining states scale downward to Kansas, 
where the average is only $8.30: This state, how- 
evr, had no tax on gasoline in 1924.

The federal aid highway construction program 
for Texas in 1925 calls for the improvement of 1239 
miles of roads, the third largest in the United States. 
Missouri’s program is the largest, totaling 1520 
miles, and Illinois is second with 1500 miles. Only 
two other states, Arkansas and South Dakota, will 
undertake the building of as much as 1000 miles 
during the current year.

The Texas program is more than twice as large 
as that of 1924, when the total mileage construction 
was 557. For the entire United States, however, the 
total for the current year is only 17,322, compared 
with 22,207 for last year.

Texas has a total mileage of 182,816, by far the 
largest of any state in the Union, and of this mile
age, 10,932 has been approved for federal aid. The 
improved mileage now is 6812, of w^ich 1696 has

V

been built with federal aid. Only two states are 
ahead of Texas in the number of miles of good roads 
already completed. New York leads the list with 
9783 and Minnesota is second with 6888.

License fees paid by motorists in 1924 in the 48 
states of the Union and Hawaii total $222,842,641, 
which is an average of $13.29 per car. The fees in 
New York produced the greatest revenue, $24,089,- 
241, averaging $17.04. Pennsylvania was second 
with a total of $11,721,041, an average of $9.34. 
Next was Illinois with a total of $11,513,957, an 
average of $10.16 per car. Michigan stands fifth 
with a total of $11,361,282, an average of $12.85, 
and Texas was sixth in total revenue with $10,474,- 
558, an average per car of $12.99. It will be noticed 
that the Texas average is below the average for the 
entire United States, ranking twenty-third among 
the 48 states.

Of the Texas license fees, $7,158,997 was spent 
on highway construction by the state, $2,885,597 
was retained in the counties in which it was collected 
and $429,965 was the cost of collection.

Gasoline taxes in the 37 states where it was im
posed in 1924 netted $77,121,734, of which $13,281,- 
867 was spent for highway construction, through 
state highway departments; $32,385,261 was spent 
for maintenance through state departments, $18,- 
417,236 was expended by counties and $10,593,065 
was disbursed according to various laws in the sev
eral states.

These taxes vary from 1 cent in some states to 
as high as 4 cents in Arkansas, the Texas rate being 
1 cent.

California’s tax of 2 cents per gallon netted a 
total of $12,126,145 during 1924, which was an av
erage per motor vehicle of $9.11. Pennsylvania’s 
total collections, also under a 2-cent tax, were $9,- 
089,539, an average per car of $7.38. The Texas 
tax of 1 cent per gallon produced a total revenue of 
$3,892,725, an average of only $4.82 per car. With 
but three exceptions the charge in Texas was the 
lowest in the Union.

The highest average, $18.48, was established 
in Arkansas. Florida was second with $17.42, and 
Georgia third with $16.09. Averages in other states 
were: South Carolina, $13.37; Oregon, $13.90;

North Carolina, $13.01; Arizona, $12.63, and Mis
sissippi, $10.29.

The per gallon tax in all of the states mentioned 
is 3 cents, with the exception of Arkansas, where it 
is 4 cents. In the case of North Carolina, the tax 
in 1924 was 3 cents, but has since been raised to 4.

These three states having a lower gasoline tax 
average per car than Texas, were: New Mexico, 
North Dakota and Vermont, each of which have a 
1-cent tax. New Mexico’s tax produced a revenue of 
only $182,856, an average of $4.37; North Dakota’s 
total was $442,967, an average of $3.78, and Ver
mont was $230,865, an average of $3.77. The reve
nue in these states, it will be noted, can not be com
pared with the nearly $4,000,000 in Texas, but this 
state’s average is only slightly above theirs.

Under the Texas constitution, one-fourth of the 
gasoline tax goes to the state school fund. This dis
bursement last year amounted to $973,181. The re
mainder of the tax, $2,919,544, was spent for main
tenance of highways.

The figures gathered by the journal also show 
that there were 17,984,830 automobiles and trucks 
registered in 1924. New York led the list with 1,- 
420,000; California was second with 1,329,394; 
Ohio third with 1,256,000; Pennsylvania fourth 
with 1,228,586; Illinois fifth with 1,132,641; Michi
gan sixth with 877,222, and Texas seventh with 
806,000. Wyoming is at the bottom of the list with 
43,639.

In this connection, William T. Wheeler, secre
tary of the Texas Highway Association, calls atten
tion to the fact that the state of Texas now, for the 
first time in its history, has the unquestioned right 
and authority to construct and maintain roads with
in the state complying in all respects with the fed
eral highway act.

THIS is another of a series to promote the 
building of more good roads in Texas, being 
contributed by public spirited citizens who 
have at heart the best interest of this great 

state, and whose advertisements will appear from 
time to time.

II E B B
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Texas Products, Even 
Bobcat or Snake, Pay 

No Occupation Taxes

Austin, Tex., July 1.— Classified as 
‘Texas products,” a menagerie, con

sisting principally of three bobcats, 
one coon, one j&velina pig and three 
rattlesnakes, has been exempted from 
taxation under the law requiring cir
cuses and shows to pay an occupa
tion tax, under a ruling by S. H. Ter
rell, state comptroller.

The owner of the menagerie wrrote 
the comptroller a letter in which he 
complained at having to pay an oc
cupation tax for displaying and 
showing his aggregation of “Texas 
products.” He refused to pay the 
tax and was fined $17.70 in the 
county court of Upshur county and 
appealed to the comptroller.

The owner called attention to the 
fact that these animals were all 
“ Texas products,” and under the law 
exempt from taxation. This was also 
the view of the matter by Comptrol
ler Terrell.

Senator W. S. Moore, Gainesville, 
Puts Questions to Atticus Webb 

On His Appeal to the Mosaic Law

‘The
BULL’S EYE

'Editor and Qeneraf „Manager
W ILL ROGERS

Another “ Bull'* Durham ad* 
vertisement by W ill Rogers» 
Ziegfeld Follies and screen 
star, and leading American 
h u m orist. M o re  com in g . 

W atch for them.

The Hero 
of the War

Ever since theW ar was over Nations 
have been arguing over ‘W h o  won 
it.”  And if the discussion is not 
stopped we may have to have another 
W a r  just to decide who won the last 
one. I f we ever do go into another 
W a r , have it understood there is to 
be a Referee, and at the finish he is 
to announce “ W h o  W o n  and how 
m uch.”  In the last W a r  we paid 
Transportation both ways and rental 
on the grounds, and now all England 
and France say is, “ W e  didn’ t get 
there soon enough.”  Germany dont 
seem to ever have uttered any com
plaint on the lateness of our arrival, so 
that just shows you, you cant please 
everybody, even for Humanitys sake. 
I  must bring the word “ Bull”  Dur
ham in this even if I have to drag it 
in by the horns. It just struck me, 
and after careful examination of 
complaints and statistics, I find that 
* ‘Bull’ ’  Durham was the only thing 
connected with America during the 
W ar that France and England havent 
been able to criticise. It must be good.

P .S . There is going to be another piece 
in this paper soon. Look for it.

SIXTY-FIVE YEARS AÛ0!
In  1860 a blend o f  tobacco 
was born— “ Bull”  Durham. 
O n  q u a l i t y  a lo n e  i t  h a s  
won recognition wherever 
tobacco is known.  ̂ I t  still 
offers the public this— more 
flavor, more enjoyment and 
a lot more money left at the 
end o f a week’s smoking.

TWO BAGS for 15 conts 
100 cigarettes for 5 cents

“Bull
Durham

Guaranteed by

IKCOftFORATKD
111 Fifth Avenue* New York City

Editor Forum: Mr. Atticus Webb, 
superintendent of the Anti-Saloon 
league in Texas, has very severely 
criticised in many publications in the 
state, the exercise of the pardoning 
power by Governor Ferguson.

There is no merit in the criticism 
which has been attempted by Mr. 
Webb, and no one who gives the mat
ter any fair consideration will be mis
led by it, but since his complaint is 
a fair sample of all the complaints 
that have been made concerning the 
action of the governor in the matter 
of pardons, it will not be amiss to 
reply to it.

The criticism of Mr. Webb is Jaased 
lilmost wholly on his allegation that 
there is nothing in the old Mosaic 
law to support the exercise of the 
pardoning power of the governor. 
Just what this has to do with the 
question at issue, I am unable to see. 
It so happens that the Mosaic law 
is not in force in Texas. The Mosaic 
law was not an issue in the campaign 
which resulted in the election of the 
present governor, and is not a part of 
the democratic platform. This state 
is governed under the provision of its 
constitution and under the laws en
acted in pursuance thereof. When a 
governor of Texas is elected and takes 
the oath of office, he takes' an oath 
to uphold and support, not the Mo
saic law, but the constitution of the 
state of Texas and its statutory laws. 
If the Mosaic law is to govern, and 
the governor is to be judged by its 
provisions, then_ the reasonable and 
sensible thing to do is to abolish our 
constitution and repeal our law-s and 
substitute therefor the tribal laws of 
the ancient Jews, which were in force, 
during the early stages of recorded 
history.

In one of his recently published ar
ticles Mr. Webb says: “ I here chal
lenge any defender of Ma Ferguson’s 
record to cite one passage of scrip
ture that demands of me that I par
don those that wrong somebody else, 
or one text that demands of a state 
government that it provide for the 
pardon of a convicted criminal.”

Mr. Webb surely does not regard 
the above statement is a fair state
ment of tire issue. He certainly can
not take the statement seriously. It is 
so wholly lacking in all the elements 
of logic and so totally inapplicable 
to the matter in issue as to deserve 
no answer. The governor of Texas 
is the servant and representative of 
all the citizens of Texas, both indi
vidually and collectively. As an in
dividual citizen, such as Mr. Webb is, 
the governor does not act. The indi
vidual citizen not acting in official 
capacity cannot pardon any offender 
against the laws of the state. As 
such, the individual citizen cannot sit 
as a judge upon our trial or appellate 
courts, but when selected by the peo
ple or appointed to a judicial office 
he does not act for himself as an in
dividual, but as the agent, servant 
and representative of the people. His 
official conduct and duties are fixed 
and determined and limited by the 
constitution and laws of the state, 
and he takes an oath to support 
them, The duties of the governor 
are set forth, defined and limited by 
the constitution and the laws of Tex
as, and he takes an oath to support 
them. He has nothing to do with the 
provisions of the Mosaic law. How 
foolish, therefore, is it to discuss, un
der the limitations of the Mosaic law, 
the pardoning power when exercised 
by a Texas governor, and as one of 
the duties imposed under the consti
tution and laws of Texas? The Mo
saic law has never functioned in Tex
as, nor in any state of the American 
union but had application to tribal 
Jewish government thousands of 
years ago.

Is Mr. Webb willing to apply other 
Mosaic law to the people of Texas?

Is he willing' to apply the Mosaic 
law to the people of this state which 
provided for and encouraged human 
slavery, as set forth in Leviticus, 
chapter 25:45-46?

Is he willing to apply to our citi
zens the old Mosaic law found in 
Deuteronomy, chapter, 15, verse 21, 
which provided that the meat of ani
mals which die of disease could not 
be sold to any member of the Jewish 
tribes but could be given to a stran
ger or sold to an alien?

Is he willing to appfy to the people 
of Texas that provision of the Mosaic 
law (Deut. 21:20-22) which provided 
that a stubborn and disobedient son 
who “ would not obey the voice of his 
father” should be stoned to death?

Or would he apply to our citizens 
the Mosaic law found in Deuteronomy 
2 3:19-20 which inhibited the lending 
of money to any member of the Jew
ish tribes by their brethren at usuri
ous rates, but made it lawful to lend 
money to a stranger upon usury?

Will Mr. Webb apply to the people 
of Texas, and have them judged by 
that other Mosaic law which provided 
that any one taken in adultery should 
be punished by death?

Is he willing that these laws be en
forced against the people of Texas? 
If so, how is he going to enfoce them? 
He cannot enforce them as a part of 
thé Mosaic law, but before he can en
force them on our citizens, he must 
have them enacted into law by the 
legislature of Texas. It is just as in
defensible and nonsensical to insist 
that the people of Texas are bound 
by the penalties of the provisions of 
the Mosaic law as above set out as it 
is to insist that the governor’s duty 
is to be measured and judged by the 
Mosaic law.

Furthermore, the Savior of men 
when upon the earth taught forgive
ness and charity and these teachings 
ought to have a much more persua
sive moral force with Christian peo
ple than the old, hard, and*in many 
instances, cruel laws which governed 
the ancient tribal Jews in the early 
dawn of recorded history. I have 
never read anything about where the 
Savior ever took any part in the poli
tics of his time, nor have I ever read 
of the organization by him of any 
Anti-Saloon league, or anything of 
that nature, and it is not recorded 
that he ever received any salary from

any such source. His work appears 
to have been of a very different sort 
and nature, and He taught His true 
disciples to live and teach as he lived 
and taught.

Does Mr. Webb believe in the con
stitution and laws of his state? He 
is very loud in the advocacy of the 
strict observance of some particular 
laws. He does n*ot so vociferously 
advocate the enforcement of other 
laws. Is not one law as much to be 
respected as another? The constitu
tion and laws of this state make it 
one of the official duties of the gov
ernor to grant pardons and paroles. 
This is as much a law as any other 
law which governs the official acts 
of the governor. Does Mr. Wffbb ad
vocate the repeal of the pardoning 
power? If so, I have not heard of it. 
Did Mr. Webb ever criticise the exer
cise of the pardoning power by Gov
ernors Hogg, Campbell, Lanham, Cul
berson or Hobby, or any other gover
nor of Texas except Governor Fergu
son? I have never heard of it. Did 
he seek to apply the provisions of the 
Mosaic law to their official conduct?

I have yet to hear of one single 
act of Governor Ferguson that has 
been commended by Mr. Webb. It 
may be that he did not support her 
either in the run-off primary or the 
general election. This, if true, might 
explain his attitude of criticism of the 
exercise of the pardoning power by 
Governor Ferguson, based upon the 
application of the Mosaic law, which 
does not happen to apply in Texas.

Furthermore, it may be very seri
ously doubted whether Mr. Webb has 
been able to free himself from his 
Anti-Saloon league duties, and from 
his investigation of the Mosaic law 
long enough to look into the merits 
of any case wherein Governor Fergu
son has granted a pardon. Surely he 
has not discussed any of them. How
ever, should he make any such inves
tigation and should conclude thereon 
that the pardoning power had been 
improperly exercised by the governor 
in any particular case or cases, even 
in such a case Mr. Webb is just as 
likely to be wrong in his conclusion 
as the governor might be right in her 
conclusion. Even should it be admit
ted by all parties that the governor 
had erred in one or more instances, 
that should not be accepted as a 
proper basis for the conclusion that 
she has done so in all cases. In mak
ing any investigation, and in reach
ing a conclusion thereunder as to the 
pardoning power exercised by a Tex
as govérnor, certainly the investiga
tion would not be made under or a 
conclusion reached under the provi
sions of the Mosaic law.

When the president of the United 
States exercises the pardoning power 
he does so pursuant to the constitu
tion and laws of the United States 
and to the provision of which he is 
bound, and by which he is guided. By 
them is he judged, and not by the 
Mosaic law. So should the governor 
of Texas be judged by the constitu
tion of his state and by the laws In 
force thereunder.

The concision from the above nec
essarily is, that it is nonsensical and 
puerile in the extreme to talk of 
judging the governor of Texas in the 
exercise of her duty under the par
doning power given her under the 
constitution and laws of the state, by 
the old Mosaic law which has not 
the slightest application to the mat
ter.

One very commendable thing about 
the pardons granted by Governor 
Ferguson is that they are being given 
to the poor, the friendless and the 
defenseless, and not to those who 
have financial and political power and 
influence. The governor’s heart is 
right; the motive is good and the re
sult is justified. As some one has 
aptly said, more of such pardons 
should be granted. If the governor 
has erred at all it is in granting too 
few instead of too many.

Respectfully,
W. S. MOORE,

State Senator, Ninth District.
Gainesville, Texas.

T . W . Davidson Not to 
Run for Governor in 

1926; M ay Try Later

Austin, Texas, June 30.—‘Former 
Lieutenant Governor T. W. Davidson 
of Marshall will not be a candidate 
for governor in the primaries of 1926, 
he announced in a formal statement 
Tuesday. He will not renew his un
successful candidacy of 1924 next 
year but intimates that he may do 
so in 1928. He will devote himself 
to the law and to the work of the 
State Bar association during the next 
two years, and this will keep him 
away from politics. He is here to 
attend the annual convention of the 
bar association, of which he is the 
chairman of the board of directors, 
and authorized the following state
ment concerning his intentions and 
the political situation in Texas:

“ I will not be a candidate for gov
ernor at the next election, but will 
defer my ambition for political pre
ferment for two yeai and in the 
meanwhile attend to private business 
in my practice of law.

“ I make this early announcement 
of my intention because of my official 
connection with the State Bar asso
ciation, which is rapidly growing in 
numbers and influence, and I do not 
feel that the association should give 
the appearance of allowing itself to 
be used to advance the political in
terest of a candidate for governor.”

Try a Forum Classified Ad if you 
want to get results.

Young Doctors Hear 
Jim Ferguson Predict 

10,060 ,000 for Texas

Austin, Texas, July 1.—A class of 
137 student candidates before the 
state medical board for licenses to 
practice medicine in Texas and forty- 
four applicants from other states for 
licenses to practice, heard a short talk 
Thursday, June 25, from Former Gov 
ernor James E. Ferguson in the hall 
of representatives, where the exami
nations were being conducted.

In his talk Former Governor Fer
guson asked the examiners not to be 
too hard on these young men, that 
fhey be given a chance after all the 
hard work that they have done in 
getting to a place where they could 
come before a medical board and ask 
for an examination. He said that the 
medical board each year becomes 
more exacting of the student, and 
that the man who is passed today in 
all probability knows as much, if not 
a great deal more than the doctor 
who had practiced for a few years in 
the days ^one by. That these young 
men are not apt to do any wrong if 
given a license to practice, that it will 
be some time, and later much more 
study before they are in a position 
really to practice medicine.

To the students he said: “You 5roung men are deserving of congrat
ulation and great praise for the as
pirations which you have. The world 
is your field and there is always much 
to be done in the medical line. The 
danger of contamination is greater by 
far .today than in years gone by, not 
that we are so much better off in the 
knowledge of medicine and disease 
but the continued increase in popula
tion has added great danger. It is 
not a far step back to the day when 
Texas had but-264,000 population and 
with an area in miles of a mile to the 
person there was very little chance of 
communicating disease. But with 
Texas having a population of 5,000,- 
000 and with the fact before us that 
in the next twenty years we will have 
10,000,000 sickness will be on the in
crease, and it will need all the men 
that can pass such examination to 
look after our health, and I ask that 
you be just as students in your prac
tice as you were in the schools and 
college, and although I am not able 
to advise you in a medical way if you 
but follow that you will be bound to 
have success in your work. Whatever 
you do try to do as god if not better 
than any other can, and remember 
that the older men that have guided 
you so far will be always willing to 
help you in the future.”

He also congratulated the Texas 
State Board of medical examiners, re
viewed the sacrifice, and the hard 
work that is theirs and also spoke of 
the great good they are doing for the 
state in promoting the causes of 
health, and making Texas the choice 
place of all this country in which to 
live. As a parting remark he again 
asked the board to give the students 
a chance and not to be too hard on 
them.

The state board consists of H. C. 
Morrow, President, Austin; Guy P. 
Sherrill, Vice President. Temple; T. J. 
Crowe, Secretary, Dallas; William 
Cantrell, Greenville; M. E. Daniel, 
Hoiiey Grove; J. W. Pittman, Belton; 
Cyrus N. Ray, Abilene; J. H. McLean, 
Fort Worth; J. M. Witt, Waco; J. M. 
Watkins, Luling; H. W. Cummings.

SUPERIOR SERVICE
Red Ball Bus line operates 16 high class 

sedans daily between Austin and San An
tonio. A car every hour from 5:30 A. M. to 
7-30 P. M.— late car 10:30 P. M. Austin 
station, 107 E. 7th St. San Antonio station, 
116 N. Alamo. Adv.

The Classified Ad section of the 
Forum is read by thousands every 
week.

6 6 6
is a prescription for

Colds, Grippe, Flu, Dengue, 
Bilious Fever and Malaria.

It kills the germs.

CASH For Dental 
G o l d ,  Plati

num, Silver, Diamonds, 
magneto points, false 
teeth, jewelry and valu
ables. Mail today. Cash 
by return mail.

Hoke S. &  R. Co.,
Otsego, Mich,

Unlimited Amount
on

FAR M S A N D  
R AN C H ES

at 6%  interest 

Tell Us Your Wants

You’ll Get Quick Action

San Antonio Joint 
Stock Land Bank
Frost National Bank Bldg. 

SAN ANTONIO
W. B. LUPE. 

President
T. C. FROST. 

Vice-Pres.

BIG PROFITS—EASILY SOLD
Law now requires glare be regulated. Every car owner 
a prospect. Real proposition for Agents, Salesmen, 
Specialty Men.

Pathfinder Sales Co., Fort Worth, Texas.

Marvelous Soft-Shelled
Texas Is Coming 

Fortune and Com
By L. D. ROMBERG 

(Assistant Pecan Specialist, State De
partment of Agriculture.)

It seems to me there is no agricul
tural product of the southwest that 
is neglected so much as the pecan. 
This nut is generally thought of as 
something that grows wild and needs 
no care, or that cannot be improved 
by intelligent agricultural methods. 
After growing and producing in com
petition with weeds, brush and ob
noxious forest timber on waste land, 
this wonderful tree is usually given 
a severe whipping for the fruit it has 
produced.

Suppose a farmer should let the 
cockle burrs, Johnson grass and blood 
weeds grow in his cotton or corn, 
never cultivating nor preparing the 
land, what kind of a crop would he 
harvest? Then how can he expect 
even what the average pecan tree 
is doing?

It is human nature not to appre
ciate what has been easily obtained. 
This is the chief reason why the av
erage man does not realize that if 
he would do only half as much for a 
pecan grove as for his staple crops, 
he would reap far greater returns.

Then we have the large, soft- 
shelled, eacy-cracking, full-meated 
“ paper-shell’ pecans that are as much 
different from the ordinary seedling 
pecan as the corn-fattened Poland 
China from the old piney woods root
er or as the cold-storage delicious 
apple from the wind-fallen crab. 
These have from 50 to 62 per cent 
of meat, easy to remove in halves, 
and run from 40 to 60 nuts per pound. 
The ordinary seedlings average about 
40 per cent of meat, are poor in 
cracking quality, and run from 100 
to 200 nuts per pound.

Any pecan tree, no matter how 
small the nuts produced, may be 
made to bear any of the paper-shell 
pecans by means of budding or graft
ing. When budded on old trees, they 
always bear the second or third year 
— sometimes the first; when budded 
on small trees, they bear good crops 
several years before the tree would 
have borne the first nuts without 
budding.

There are estimated to be from 
10,000,000 to 100,000,000 native pecan 
trees in the state, most of which may 
very profitably be worked over to 
paper-shells. Seedling pecans bring 
from 10 cents to 15 cents per pound 
while the varieties being budded 
bring from 40 cents to over $1.00 per 
pound.

The process of transforming or 
“ top-working” native trees to supe
rior sorts has now been perfected so 
that any old top may be completely 
replaced with a paper-shell top at a 
comparatively small cost in from 
three to six years, according to size 
of tree, shape of top, and other con
ditions. It can be done at a total 
cost of 15 cents to 20 cents per bud 
set. In a good season, the new top 
should make a pound of nuts per bud 
the third year of growth. It may go 
over 1 1-2 pounds per bud, and do 
so with a full set of buds for the size 
of tree. There are hundreds of wild 
trees in the state that can profitably 
be made to bear over 200 pounds of 
large soft-shelled nuts in four years, 
after commencing work, and 300 to

600 pounds in a few more years, and 
there are millions that can be made 
to pay for the complete cost of top
working in three or four years, there
after each year bringing several times 
more than the original seedling trees 
would.

The great future, however, is in the 
planting of orchards. Tens of thous
ands of acres— perhaps millions, now 
cheap, can be made the most valuable 
of all agricultural lands. In the past, 
there has been a great rise in the 
price of good cotton land over ordi
nary land. The coming rise is in 
first-class pecan land and first-class 
pecan orchards. Anyone that has pe
can land should lose no time in set
ting or planting trees. Once started 
they become more valuable every year 
at practically no cost. It is an ever
lasting satsfaction to the owner to 
see them grow to a monument of his 
foresight. Nothing can appeal so to 
the forward looking man as pecan 
orcharding.

The talk about over production of 
pecans is the lazy man’s howl. The 
largest pecan crop ever grown 
amounted to less than two ounces of 
pecan meat per capita of the United 
States, and the average crop is less 
than once ounce, to say nothing of 
other countries. Pecan shelters are 
receiving 70 cents per pound whole- j 
sale for meats. If the demand for 
pecan meats for use in candies, cakes, 
ice creams, etc., were supplied, they 
could be used as an every day food. 
They contain more energy than but
ter or bacon, which are getting higher 
every day.

When you consider the progress 
we have made in other industries 
and the recency of pecan develop
ment, it becomes apparent that we 
have a wonderful future in the im
proved, soft-shelled pecan.

i—SAVE YOUR K0NEY—j
One box o f  Tutt’s Pills saves many 
dollars in doctor’s bills. A  remedy 
for diseases o f  the liver, sick head
ache, dyspepsia, constipation, bil- 
iousness; a million, people endorse

(Taft’s Pills)

CLASSIFIED ADS
H M Y  r  2c pcr 'vor^ eachIf II I P -i insertion. Minimum 
IIsH 1 !■ charge 50c.
Initials and each group of figures 
count as one word. Short lines 
seven words— Capitals double.

BABY CHICKS, $80 per 1,000. I am 
hatching every week in the year. 

State exposition winners. I am the 
largest breeder and importer of Eng
lish S. C. White Leghorns in the Unit
ed States. I trapnest more hens every 
day in the year than any other breed
er. To make room for younger stock, 
I am selling hens finishing their third 
year. This will make you good foun
dation stock. Hens $2.50 each or 10 
hens and a male bird for $15. The 
original, the oldest Johnson Poultry 
Ranch in Texas, Wolfe City, Texas.

*  tf

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE inexpen
sively overcome, without drugs. 

Gladly send particulars. Dr. J. 
Stokes, Mohawk, Florida. 5-14-6eow

Prisoners W ill Stage 
a Fine Program July 

Fourth at Huntsville

The Ferguson Forum has received 
through the courtesy of Frank 
O’Rourke, secretary of the prison 
commission, a copy of the program 
of entertainment to be given by the 
prisoners in celebration of the Fourth 
of July. E. R. Johnson, an inmate of 
the Huntsville prison, composed and 
directed the typographical work on 
the program which is an excellent 
and attractive specimen of the print
ers art. The program is printed in 
colors and carries several engravings, 
Including those of Governor Miriam 
A. Ferguson, Former Governor James 
E. Ferguson, Rev. A. R. Watson, 
chaplain, and others.

There are many ads in the pregram 
and the booklet makes a nice souve
nir. The program embraces music by 
the prison orchestra, said to be one 
of the finest orchestras in the state, 
vocal numbers and vaudeville skits.

Looking over this program one 
comes to realize that a prisoner’s life 
is not all gloom, despair and toil. In
vitations have been sent to a number 
of prominent citizens to attend the 
performance rcheduled for thS Fourth 
of July cele’ lation.

MY REMEDY will make you quit 
tobacco in any form. Nothing to 

swallow or chew, no will power need
ed. Formula 50 cents, coin or money 
order. Buy remedy in drug store for 
about 15 cents. Satisfaction guaran
teed or money refunded. C. Soren
son, Box 3 92, Dept. B, Taft, Texas.

7-2-4

WHY SUFFER from any form of 
piles? Sorenson Pile Relief has 

cured most stubborn cases and will 
do it again; 60 cents, coin or money 
order. Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money refunded. C. Sorenson, Box 
392, Taft, Texas. 7-2-4

80,000 acres of best South Plains cot
ton and maize lands. Any size 

tracts. Small cash payment, balance 
10 years at 6 per cent. Prices advanc
ing fast. Also improved farms for 
sale or trade. Correspondence solic
ited. W. C. Wells, Tahoka, Texas.

6-11-4

$5.00 LAND.
Two thousand acres cultivated, one- 

half irrigated; 7,400 acres joining 90 
per cent rich level soil. One day drive 
from San Antonio, Texas. Near two 
railroads and thirty-five miles from 
Rio Grande river. Many big Ameri
can ranches within thirty miles. Cot
ton mill and flour mills near. Raise 
wheat, corn, cotton, fruit, vegetables. 
Write John P. Currie, 42 8 Gunter 
building, San Antonio, Texas. 7-2-2
100 ENVELOPES and 200 5 1-2 by 

8 1-2 Note or Lettersheets, printed 
with your name and address and post
paid to you, $1.00. Send $1.00 for 
one years subscription to our farm 
and home journal and 25 cents extra 
to pay postage and get a trial box 
of stationery free. Send cash with, 
order to Fletcher’s Farming, Hondo, 
Texas. If you prefer, send two dol
lars and get both Farming and the 
Forum for a whole year without the 
stationery.
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Help Us As We 
Help Texas!

Through telling the truth and giving the people facts about their 
political and governmental affairs, THE FORUM has been rewarded 
with the confidence and esteem of the people. We want to increase 
the number of Forum readers and so spread the gospel of truth 
throughout a wider territory.

IF YOU HELP US
It will be easy to do this, but Texas in area and population is an 

enormous state. The task of reaching all the people is a tremendous 
one. It can only be done with the co-operation of our loyal friends.

The Forum is the only messenger of the policies advocated by 
Governor Ferguson. It is the only newspaper in Texas which for 
years has made a consistent fight for better government and lower 
taxes. Its usefulness can be increased a hundred fold if our friends 
will help a little.

The Forum Is $2.00 a Year
for single subscriptions or $1.50 a year in clubs of five or more. In 
mailing subscriptions always be careful to say whether they are 
new or renewals. In asking change of address give old as well as 
new address.

The Forum  C om pany
JIM FERGUSON, .Editor.
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