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Surge of Wave of Crime Reached
Peak While Neff Ruled and Mobs
Under Sheet and Hood Held Sway

Ferguson Forum:—I see one of the candidates for gov-
ernor, in making a speech recently, quotes prominent Euro-
peans who have observed the crime mills now running in this
country. This man seems to think people can be made to be-
lieve that Mrs. Ferguson is to blame for it all, because she
has pardoned too many criminals. If this candidate, alone,
made that claim, it would not be noticeable; but there are
others.

They are right about that, or they are wrong. Have they
made you believe it? Can they make any thinking individual
believe it? He seems to agree with those Europeans in the
position that lawlessness prevails in the TUnited States, to

-alarming extent. All agree on that; but what the people of
Texas, especially this candidate, want to know, ig, can they
unload the blame on Mrs. Ferguson? That’s the issue, and
the only one he raises. How can they explain the fact that,
of all the states, Texas is about the nearest free of the crimes
he throws the fit over? In whatI saw of his speech, he failed
to mention the worst list of crimes committed in this state
and nation during the time he raves about; that is the masked
mobs that infested our land for several years; riding ruth-

“lessly over whole communities, cities, counties and states.

From what the paper gave of his speech, I judge he bor-
rowed most of it from the one his running mate, Pat Neff,
_spilled about over Texas during the time they had charge of
_things in Texas. Pat should have had the speech copyrighted
if he did not want others to appropriate it. You remember
Pat and his tribe told the people if they would trust them

- with public business and let them adopt the measures they
wished, we would no longer need jails, court houses, prisons,
officers to enforce law, etc., as there would be no more crime,
sorrow or suffering in this state.. The people believed them,
and delivered the machine of state into their all-wise hands.
They put their wonderful measures into law—and from that

- time to the end of their supremacy, Pat toured Texas, mak-
-ing that speech picturing the onsweeping tide of crime result-
ing from their system of measures. Those pious gentlemen

‘ were upon their knees every day, praying forgivemess and
pardon for their own shortecomings; but for four long, tedious

‘ years, men and women convicted of crimes in Texas, had the
door of hope closed to them. Men claiming every human
on earth is on the road to an endless, horrible hell and the
“only hope for any one of them is a pardon-for his or her sins,

- slammed the door of hope of pardon in the face of thousands

of poor, unfortunate, weak men and women who happened to
e at their mercy.© Mercy? Yes, at the mercy of men wpo
had no mercy in"their hearts, but who claimed to teach Chris-
" tianity. Christianity; the principles of the lowly one who
taught forgiveness and pardon. :
During all that time ¢rime, mob low, moral depravity and
outlawry in every form grew and increased as never, before.
. They said so, themselves, and every one could see, feel, taste
it on all sides. Is the pardoning policy of Mrs. Ferguson re-
spousible for all that? Can we blame our woman governor
for what happened months and years before she was gov-
“ernor? v
Texas has improved rapidly this year, so far as mob law
outrages, boycotting and blacklisting go, and it is to be hoped
the hightide of that mad craze has passegl. Why do they not
give Mrs. Ferguson’s administration credit for jchat? Let thf)
people know why each and every individual in the state is
safer from being dragged from bed, vyhjpped, ta:rred or mur-
dered by the executioners of the invisible empire? :
Every real statesman this country ever had, fought .the
measures those people have adopted in this state and nation.
Every student of human nature foresaw the results o’f such
governmental policies; but the wisdom of the ages was cast
_aside—and we are reaping the harvest. It will be genera-
tions before we recover, if we ever do; and no matter who is
president; or who is governor of any sta@e; the slide down-
.~ ward and backward will continue. That is as sure as is the

“la nd effect. ;
- Bty A to the Kan’t Kome Klean Empire,

If you do not belong €
come g’lean; that’s all. Give this good, Texas mother credit
Be men, that’s all.

3 e. =
for what she has don C. L. PATTERSON,

Floresville, Tex., Aug. 30, 1925.

Bids for Textbooks

Will be Opened at
Austin October 12

Government Offers
Debt Certificates to
Texas Investors

Austin, Tex., Sept. 8.—Governor
Ferguson today issued a proclamation
advertising for bids on several school
texts and called for a meeting of the
new textbook commission on October
12 to award contracts. The contracts
will run from one to six years and
the texts are as follows:

Civil government of Texas, spelling,
a primer for supplementary use, geo-
graphy of Texas, general science, bi-
ology, one-year general history, Span-
ish, high school physiology.

Ton Litter of Pigs
Has Average Weight
of 270 Pounds Each

Dallas, Tex., Sept. 9.—‘Subscription
books to an offering of a new issue
of government securities opened

_Tuesday, Sept. 8.” Lynn P. Talley,
- governor of the Federal Reserve Bank
of Dallas, announced. “The sub-
scription boolks, however, are subject
to closing at any time without notice,
and all subscriptions received before
the closing of the books will be ac-
cepted subject to allotment upon the
basis which will be prescribed and
_dannounced by the Treasury Depart-
- ment,” he said.

“The new issue takes the form of
treasury certificates of indebtedness,
geries TJ2-1926, dated Sept. 15, 1925,

frank statements made by Mr. McKenney breathe the spirit of manly cour-

maturing June 15, 1926,” he asserted.
“The certificates bear interest at the

'rate of 3 1-4 per cept per annum,
. payable on semiannual basis, two cou-
pons being attached to provide for the
interest. Coupon No. 1 payable Dec.
“15, 1925, and coupon No. 2 payable
June 15, 1926, the date of the ma-
turity of the certificates.
‘“Applications for certificates of the
new issue may be presented through
other banking institutions or may be
filed direct with the Federal Reserve
* Bank of Dallas. The total amount
of the new offering is $250,000,000
and interested investors are urged to
file their subscriptions = promptly.
_There is a likelihood of an oevrsub-
scription and a consequent early clos-
ing of the subscription books.”

Whitewright, Sept. 9.—J. R. Oliver,
farmer near Whitewright, has made
an entry in the Texas ton-litter con-
test. His ton-litter of pigs was far-
rowed March 5, and was exactly 180
days old on Sept. 1. It consisted orig-
inally of ten pigs, but one of t}ggm
died and only nine went through the
contest, >

The final weight of the litter was
2,431 pounds, an average weight of
slightly over 270 pounds each and the
total cost of production wa§$8.41 per
100 pounds. Mr. Oliver is convinced
that there is profit to be made in
feeding pure-bred hogs at the present
price of feed. His pigs were Duroc
Jerseys.

AN HONEST CONFESSION

Following is a copy of a letter received by Former Governor James E.
E erguson. It needs no explanation as the writer of the letter has made clear
his meaning and his position with reference to conditions in Texas. The

age and are here presented to Forum readers:

Hon. James Ferguson,
Austin, Texas.

My Dear Mr. Ferguson:—I come to you as a sort of “strayed prodigal
son.” The only ‘“‘fatted calf’’ and feast I'm expecting is the sort that I feel
you have always endeavored to have, and would have prepared for all the
hosts of Texas, for all mankind. I feel that, in your heart, you have often
pondered over and dreamed that dream, not only for Texas, but for all
men. :

I have observed your activities for many years. During 1917, in Smith
county, a locomotive engineer asked me for $5.00 to help pay for a band to
herald your arrival there. [ was for “Farmer Jim" strong then. But being
possessed of mortal frailty I listened to prejudice and in 1922 stood by and
held the coats of the mob that stoned you. 1 voted against you in 1922,
I watched the convention hall mob at Houston as they tried to deny you
the right of free speech—there, so near San Jacinto’s shrine where so many
Texans gave their all that we might be closer to the realty of ““Thy Kingdom
Come, Thy Will Be Done on Earth.”

1 did not belong to that mob who so often crucified the Christianity and
Protestantism of our fathers—but | applauded their “little red school
house™ hypocrisy. - I listened to théir feigning dissimulation of their—

“Tall men, sun crowned men, who live above the fog—
Men who will not lie.” e
Then I watched their Evans satellites hide their faces and forms, sneak

out into the night with a torch in one hand and a tar bucket in the other
and set fire to the wood on which the Savior of all mankind was nailed. |
looked over the federal court records and noted that the heads of that
100% commercialized mob had indicted each other for everything crimi-
nal and bad. I decided that they knew each other very well and believed
all the accusers. [ saw their “organizers’’ police court records and confes-
sions of being caught with lewd negro women and the ‘‘tall-sun-crowned”
officers paid the fines and sent the “tall-sun-crowned” organizer on north
to “richer fields.” :

I resigned the editing of the Texas Railway Journal for the reason of
being dominated and surrounded by these “‘tall sun-crowned” men and
practically every head and officer of Houston’s municipality, banks and
many other concerns gave me letters of thanks and appreciation. Hous-
ton's largest convention sent me a “‘vote of thanks,” the Joint Shop Crafts
of Texas sent me a “‘standing vote of thanks and appreciation.”” Yet, after
I left Houston that “tall sun-crowned’” body had me indicted. I got out of
bed, against my doctor’s order and went to Houston and was acquitted be-
fore a committee of their own choosing. It was proved that the charges
were wholly false. (Tall men, sun-crowned men, who dill not lie.) (?)

Brother Ferguson, I have denied you, | believe you are possessed of
about as much of the spirit of the Master as is possible for one so perse-
cuted and misrepresented, so give me a chance to redeem myself and | as-

sure you—I] SHALL NOT FAIL.

Sincerely,
ARTHUR L. McKENNEY,

1004 Lincoln Street, Amarillo, Texas, Aug. 21, 1925.

IHasty and Unjust Criticism

(Houston Chronicle Editorial)

Hasty criticism of the Ferguson administration and questioning of all
its motives, of course, has been common since the days of the Ku Klux Klan
defeat, and yet the continued unjust and inaccurate statemets concerning the
governor’s pardoning policy should meet with the condemnation of all.

Those who would lay the blame for the minor increase in crime in Texas
to the pardons should be reminded of the much greater increase in other
parts of the nation where no new pardoning policy has been adopted. And
those who rise up to criticize should be asked as to their conception of the
justice of keeping in prison to the last possible day the large number of
men who have been given indeterminate sentences, such as “from four to
ten years.” Doesn’t this kind of a sentence call for executive clemency in
every case where the prisoner’s record is good? And doesn’t the very ex-
istence of such a system of sentencing ma%ce it the positive duty of the gov-

{Continued on Page Two.)

Appeal to Apply Sunday Religion
To Week-Day Affairs Is Made by
Jim Ferguson in Labor Day Talk

Wichita Falls, Tex., Sept. T.—An
appeal for application ‘“of Sunday re-
ligion to weelz-day propositions’’ in
which he blended defiance for crit-
ics of his wife's pardon policy was
voiced here today by Former Gover-
nor James E. Ferguson when he spoke
at. a large Labor Day celebration.
His remarks included warm praise
for the laborer, a brief general de-
fense of Governor Miriam A. Fergn-
soin’s administration and a vigorous
Jjustification of the pardon program
she has adopted.

Speaking under the handicap im-
rosed by severe Aust storm, the for-
mer governor went into an exhaustive
tribute to the laboring man. He de-
fended the right of the laborer to or-
ganize for his own protection and
pointed out that associations and bu-
reaus of business and professional
men are nothing more than unions
conceived with the same idea and de-
voted to the same end as unions—
that of reasonable promotion of indi-
vidual and public welfare.

Getting down to the pardon ques-
tion, Ferguson asserted: “It isn't a
question of how many pardons are
issued, but the reason for each par-
don. My wife has no apologies to
make for the pardons she has given

out. These men who are horrified at
the extent of her pardoning policy
can rave and howl all they like, but
no coward is going to stop her from
issuing them and I'll serve notice for
her right now that she’'s going to
pardon 100 men on next Thanksgiving
day, as a reward ior efficient service
in the penitentiary and because their
cases justify it.” {

“If your conscience told you 100
men ought to be pardoned, you'd be
a coward if you didn’t do it.”

A plea that laboring men be tem-
perate;, economical, studious and at-
tentive to the stirring questions of
the day and depend on their own
judgment and reasoning power rath-
er than listen to walking delegates
concluded Ferguson’s appeal.

Other speakers on the program in-
cluded Mayor R. Sheppard, J. Roy
Daniel, representative from this dis-
trict; County Judge B. D. Sartin, Mrs.
J. S. Pittman and B. Y. Cummings,
who acted as master of ceremonies.

The former governor -addressed
over 1,000 teachers from adjoining
north Texas counties, here attending
a teachers’ institute, Monday morn-
ing, and was guest of honor at night
at a banguet served in a local club,
where over 300 plates were laid.

Traffic Problem of Washington
Is Subject of Survey Which Is
~ Interesting Throughout Nation

Washington, Sept. 8.—Pedestrians,
motorists, street car patrons, and bus
riders in the national capital are
awaiting with more : than ordinary
eagerness the completion of a traf-
fic and transportation survey which
has been in progress here since April.
They hope the survey will help to un-
snarl Washington's trafic tangles, cut
down the rising rate of street acci-
dents, and bring about a general over-
hauling of the city’s transportation
problems.

When Major Peter Charles L'En-
fant was assigned in 1791 by Presi-
dent. George Washington to evolve a
city plan for the capital, he had no
idea of the extent to which the wheels
of transportation would be turning, in
less than seven-score years, on his
checkerboard streets, his diagonal
avenues, around his circles, and
through his picturesque triangles.

‘“This problem of traffic has arisen
so swiftly that it has overwhelmed
Washington, just as it has over-
whelmed other cities,” said Major
William E., R. Covell, assistant engi-
neer commissioner of the district
public utilities commission, under
whose direction the survey is hging
made. ‘“The original IL’Enfant city
plan was followed with practically no
alterations up to the latter part of the
last century. As late as 1902, when
the McMillan report presented the
conclusion that the original L’Enfant
plan should be applied to the devel-
opment of the outlying sections, not a
word was mentioned about transpor-
tation, nor were any plans suggested
for traffic. It is plain that the com-
plicated traffi¢ problems of today are
causéd almost entirely by the increas-
ing use of motor driven vehicles and
electric cars.”

Some conception of how traffic

moves in a modern American city
with half million population may be
gained from traffic count made as a
part of the survey. This count
showed that 287,985 vehicles other
than street cars and motor busses en-
tered and left the congested district
during the same day; carrying 327,-
103 passengers; an average of not
quite 1.9 passengers per conveyance.
. Thus a grand total of 305,265 ve-
hicles of all kinds, carrying a grand
total of 861,959 passengers, entered
and left the' comgested district of
Washington in one day. ¥

How all this traffic flows in and
about the city, what the transporta-
tion facilities are, costs of different
types of service, causes of accidents,
population trends, speeds of travel,
and all the other elements in the com-
plex question of transit will be de-
tailed in the final report on the sur-
vey which will be' made to the com-
mission in the latter part of Septem-
ber. The actual work of the survey
is being done under Major Covell's di-
rection by McClellan and Junkers-
feld, Inc., a New York engineering
firm; the expenses of approximately
$5,000 being paid by The North
American company, a public utility
holding company which has substan-
tial investments in a part of Wash-
ington’s transportation systems.

“The function of this survey will be
to give us exact traffic facts and fig-
ures,” said Major Covell, “to be used
as a basis for the recommendations
of various traffic experts as to per-
manent remedies. We believe it is
the most comprehensive study of
transportation ever made in any
American city, and we think the -
facts brought out in the survey may
serve in the nature of a guide for the
nation as a whole.”

Geo. K. Butcher Out
of Klan He States in
Notice to Newspaper

George K. Butcher Wednesday,
Sept. 2, sent to Dallas newspapers
copies of a letter he had sent N. N.
Furney, imperial kligrapp of the
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan at At-
lanta, Ga., containing his resignation
as a member of the klan. The letter
follows:

“Sir: You will accept this as my
resignation from the imperial Kklan
and also as a member of the Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan of Ameérica, ef-
fective today.” ¢

Shortly after this letter was made
public a communication was received
from Clarence 8. Parker, cyclops of
Dallas Klan No. 66, in which he stat-
ed that Mr. Butcher had formally se-
vered his connection with the Dallas
klan more than a month ago and
since then had not participated in its
functions.

Mr. Butcher was a prominent mem-
ber of the Dallas klan since its orga-
nization and was very active in its
politieal campaigns.

—y et
Unification Is Voted.
Colorado Springs, Sept. 4.—By a
vote of 124 to 11 the Colorado con-
ference of the Methodist Hpiscopal
church went on record as favoring
unification between the Northern and
Southern churches. ;

Kluxer Sentenced for
Church-Breaking is
Freed by Governor

(Both the dispatches printed below
were transmitted by the Associated

Press to -.the New York World in
which they were printed September
4, 1925).

Montpelier, Vt., Sept. 3.—Gov. Bil-
lings today denied published reports
that he had pardoned William C.
Moyers, former Kleagle of the Ku
Klux Klan, who was sentenced to
three years in Windsor Prison for
breaking 'into St. Mary’'s Cathedral, at
Burlington, Nov. 18, 1924, 3

Gov. Billings said Moyers had ob- —

tained a parole which placed him
under the supervision of the State
Welfare Department until his sen-
tence expired. i

Burlington, Vt.,, Sept. 3.—Superin-
tendent Walker of the State Prison at
Windsor revealed that William C.
Moyers was released a week ago to-
day.

No reason for granting the release
nor for the secrecy surrounding it is
known. The Vermont law provides
that the governor before granting a
pardon shall cause notice of applica-
tion and hearing to be given to the
applicant and to the state’s attormey
State’s Attorney Ezra M. Horton of
Chittenden county says he has had n¢
such notification.
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Storm Lashes Lower Gulf Coast
While Torrential Rain of 10.36

Inches Floods

'r,,

Brownsville Area

¥

Brownsville, Tex., Sept. 7.—The
gulf storm which centered in this vi-
¢inity last night and which was char-
acterized as a mild tropical hurri-
cane, roared to the west and south
and passed into Mexico. Torrential
rainfall of 10.36 inches fell here be-
tween 7 p. m. Sunday and 7 a. m.
today. The rain was accompanied by
& 42 mile gale.

A big rise in the lower Rio Grande
i8 certain, the weather observer here
said. Heavy rains on the watersheds
of the tributaries of the Rio Grande
will undoubtedly bring the big river
to.the flood stage, it is believed. The
stream already is half full and waters
from the El1 Paso rise are due to
reach here in a few days.

No fatalities have been reported
fxfpm the storm, but two men were
jnjured when a large motor bus col-
lided with an automobile near here
during the blinding downpour last
night.

A storm warning for the Galveston
section was received ‘here today. It
predicted that the depression area,
which centered near the mouth of the
Rio Grande; was expected to move
eastward, causing strong easterly
- winds along the gulf coast.

Telephone service at Brownsville
was virtually disrupted ‘today and
streets in the low. sections of town
were under a foot of water.

Late Sunday ‘afternoon’ the coast
town of Point Isabel, northeast of
here, was warned and numerous per-
#ons abandoned automobiles and re-
turned to Brownsville and their homes
In other parts of the lower Rio
Grande valley by rail.

Scores of automobiles are reported
marooned on dirt roads between here
and the coast and hundreds are scat-
tered along state highway No. 12 for
& distance of 75 miles,

Houston, Tex., Sept. T.—A storm
warning for the Galveston section
was issuwed by ‘the weather bureau
here this morning. The depression
area at present is over the lower Rio
Grande valley and was expected to
move eastward and cause strong
easterly winds along the coast.

Rainfall of 10.36 sat Brownsville
'during the last 24 hours was reported,

while 2.76 inches fell at Falfurrias,
95 miles north of Brownsville, Cor-
pus Christi received .92 of an inch,
with rain still falling Monday morn-

ing.

Edinburg, Tex., Sept. 7.—A heavy
rain fell over this section Sunday and
Sunday night, greatly benefiting fall
crops, but with some damage in cot-
ton fields where picking was not quite
finished.

A gale of considerable intensity ac-
companied the rain late last night.

San Antonio, Tex., Sept. T.—Open-
ing his coffers, Jupiter Pluvius show-
ered down liquid wealth over the
southern sections of Texas Monday
when a general rainfall which means
millions of dollars to farmers and cat-
tlemen fell.

Coming from a southeasterly direc-
tion the disturbance followed a
northeasterly course drenching the en-
tire southern and southwesterly sec-
tions. :

Sections reporting good rain fol-
low:

Luling.—Good showers fell Monday
morning with prospects for more rain
later.

Seguin.—Raing here measured ap-
proximately one half inch and it was

still raining at noon Monday.

Mission.—Three inches of rain had
fallen to Monday morning and it
still was raining at noon.

San Marcos.—Rainfall began here
at 11 a. m., Monday, and considerable
precipitation seemed in sight.

New Braunfels.—About one half an
inch of rain fell Monday with more
in prospect. z

Laredo.—Heavy rains continuing
Monday morning with the Rio
Grande flooded. Approxlmately 2.50
inches.

Pearsall.—One half inch with pros-
pects of more. Overcast sky.

Del Rio.—Heavy rains, river flood-

‘ed, covering the international bridge.

Brownsville.—Heaviest rain since
1906, 10.38 inches having fallen in
the last 24 hours.

Point Isabel.—Heavy ralns and a
gale reaching 40 miles an hour ve-
locity.

Corpus Chrlsti——More
inches.

than = 2.50

T. 0. Waltan Elected President
of A. & M. College by Unanimous
Vote to Succeed Dr. W B. Bizzell

Houston, Texas, Sept. 9.—T. O.
‘Walton, for the past eight year,
director of ‘the extension depart-

nrent of A, and M. college, was elected
president of .the instifution this morn-
ing at a meeting of the board of re-
gents, according to an announcement
of F. M. Law, chairman of the board.

‘Walton for eight years has been
head of the extension service of A.
and M. college. The new president
£ills the vacancy caused by the resig-
nation some months ago of Dr. W. B.
Bizzell, president for seven years, who
accepted the presidency of the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. : :

The choice of Walton was unani-
mous, according to Chairman F. M.
Law of the board of' directors,” who
are in session today.

Several men had been considered
for the place, but. the board gave
preference to a man primarily fitted
for- vocational leadership, it was
stated.

Walton has spent his entire active
life in the education of farm people.
From a rural school teacher in East-
ern Texas he went to the agricultural
extension work at College Station in
the early stages of the development
of the service. He has had expenence
in every department.

From county farm agent he rose to
director of tl]Ie largest extension serv-
ice in the ‘world,” with 300 employes.

Walton's work in the extension
service precedes by six years the or-
ganization :of the. extension depart-
ment at the college. His first work
of this nature was as county farm
fgent under’ federal Jurisdiction  in
1908. After the state’s provision of
the extension service work under the
Smith-Lever act in 1914 he went to
College Station as a district agent..

Two years later Walton was made
state agricultural agent in charge of
all county work and became assistant

director when Clarence Ousley was in
charge of the service.

Walton became acting director
when Ousley was called to Washing-
ton ‘during the world war as asslst-
ant secretary of agriculture: Follow-
ing the Ousley resignation at the close
of the war, Walton was made direc-
tor. . : :

The new A, & M. president at noon
was speeding toward Houston in an
automobile for a conference with the
board of ‘directors. He was informed
of his choice for the presidency by
Chairman Law over the telephone and
summoned to meet the board before
its adjournment in the afternoon.

The shifting of Walton from
directorship of the exterision service
to the college presidency involves lit-
tle from a financial standpoint, but
considerably more in the way of pres-
tige. 3

The A. & M. college has an enroll-
ment of more than 3,000 young men,
and is the largest land grant military
college in the world, Since 1910 the
institution has been ranked by the
war department as one of the few
“distinguished” military colleges.

P. O. Walton, former director of
the A. & M. college extension service
and newly appointed president of the
college, is well known in Temple
where he has many friends as 2lse-
where over the state. Mr, Walton has
been actively interested in all progres-
sive farm movements for a number
of years and is ‘'very closely in touch
with the entire state in not only agri-
cultural matters but in community eo-
operation and all subjects related to
the farm interests of the state. He
is very widely known over the state
and is in turn thoroughly familiar
with every section and” its problems,
giving A. & M. a president who is in
close touch with the whole state and
its problems.

Texas Traveling Men
Plan Biggest Day at
State Fair for 1925

Dallas, Tex., Sept. 9.—Texas knights
of the grip are planning to smash all
previous records for attendance at the
annual State Fair “Traveling Men’'s
Day,” Saturday, Oect. 17, at the 1925
Btate Fair of Texas.

J. H. Leech, president of T. P, A.
has been named general chairman; J,
T, Frazier, vice chairman, and M.
Richardson, secretary.

Downtown headquarters are to be
maintined in three big local hotels,
from which the tide of visitors will be
directed to the fair grounds for the
day’s activities. There will be an
elaborate dinner dance at one of the
hotels,-closing the day’s festivities, ac-
cording to Mr. Leech. The Whole-
sale Merchants’ and Manufacturers’
association and the Travelling Mens
club will co-operate.

Committee chairmen as named in-
clude the following: Publicity, R. L.
‘Wilson, state secretary T. P. A.;
badges and buttons, D. L. Colbath; re-
ception, Sherwood Quinker; enter-
tainment, Louis Kahn.

Head Foreign Wars Veterans.
Tulsa, Okla., Sept. 4.—Fred Stover
of Butler, Pa., today was elected na-
tional commander of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars at their national con-
vention here. - . . -

Contracts on 14 New
Highway Projects to
Be Awarded Sept. 21

Austin, Tex., Sept. 8.—At the next|

regular meeting of the State Highway
Commission, which has been post-
poned from Sept. 14 to Sept. 21, at
least fourteen contracts for highway
construction in various parts of the
state are to be awarded, according to
Eugene Smith, secretary of the com-
mission. Bids for the contracts are
to be opened Sept., 11.

No maintenance contracts are to be
awarded.

Acting County Judge R. H. Spencer
of Harris County has been extended
an invitation by Highway Commis-
sioner Joe Burkett to come before
the meeting and present any protests
he or the Harris county coOmmis-
sioners may have relative against the
system of maintaining the highways
in that county. Spencer recently is-
sued a statement critising the High-
way Commission’s method of main-
taining the highways and charged
that the commission had refused to
co-operate with local officers.

Highway Commissioner Burkett not
only has invited the Harris county of-
ficials to discuss their protests with
the Highway Commission, but also
has extended the -invitation to all
others interested who may have com-
plaints against policies established by
the commission.

the.

Hasty and Unjust Criticism

(Continued From Page One.)

ernor to take action to carry out the will of the courts? In fact, doesn’t blame
attach to former administrations for overlooking this obligation to the pris-

oner and the state?

And those who rise up to criticise also should be asked what they know

about the individual cases.

Certainly we have a

right to demand that the

self-appointed critic shall have some definite information.

This is no time for rumors, under cover charges, back alley talk. Let s
have things'out in the open. The average man has no ax to grind. Let’s be
fair and insist on justice to all for a while, and condemn any man who
stoops to dishonesty, intellectual or otherwise, to deny it.

Death Rate Among Texas Babies
Nearly Equals Infant Mortality
Record Shown by New York City

Austin, Tex., Sept. 8.—Approxi-
mately six and three-fourths of all
babies born in Texas during 1924, ex-
clusive of stillbirths, died before
reaching the age of one year, accord-
ing to statistics compiled by the bu-
reau of vital statistics of the state
board of health., At this rate, 67
babies out of every 1,000 born, died
under the age of one year. Of the
number of babiles dying, 58 per cent
were white, 31 per cent Mexicans, and
13 per cent negroes.

By contrast, statistics show that
New York City, with its heat, dust,
and crowded quarters, has 68 babies
out of every 1,000 to die under one
year of age. The hlghest death rate
of babies of this age where statistics
are available, are those of New Mex-
ico' and 'South Carolina. ‘The death
rate in New Mexico being 132 out of
every 1,000 and in South Carolina,
122 out of every 1,000. Oregon has

the lowest rate of all states, being

‘credited with only 51 deaths out of

every 1,000 born.

“That Texas should have almost as
high a death rate of babies under one
year of age as New York City, is due”
according to Dr. H. O. Sappington,
state health officer, ‘‘to several causes,
among which are: lack of proper
milk sanitation ordinances in a large
number of cities; lack of knowledge
of parents along the line of practical
health protective measures; the small
number of health clinics in the state;
and lack of medical attention in the
sparsely settled sections of the state.
While Texas has all the environmen-
tal qualities productive of health,
New York City offsets these qualities
by maintaining “strict . supervision of
millz suppliés and providing free
health clinics, where mothers ecan
bring their babies for examination
and instfuction as'to their cdre.”

American Legion Favors Plan of

If War Again Confronts Country

Fort Worth, Texas, Sept. 9.—The
American Legion, through its na-
tional . commander, James A. Drain,
Friday morning put the United
States on notice that it'would insist
upon drafting of the entire resources
of the country, man power and wealth,
as a preparation for the next war.
Drain was the principal, speaker- at
this, the closing day of the conven-

(tion of the Texas department.

Amarillo was selected as the 1926
convention city for the Texas Ameri-
can Legion and Dr. W. F. Dunning of
Gonzales was named state commanunder
at the closing session of the conven-
tion here this afternoon.

As soon as Dr. Dunnlng was named
commander he said:

“We are going to organize from top
to bottom and have 126,000 méembers
a year from now and pay up all our
debts. If any officer declines to
function he’ll have to resign.”

Other officers named were: vice
commanders, James - O'Neal, Myron
Blaylock, -Marshall, Hugh* CJ“Taylor
Austin; A, M. Parmenter, Waco, and
R. C. Winters, Abilene.

The manner of selecting the adju-
tant was changed from strictly ap-
pointive to a combination/: of = ap-
pointment and election. The exocu-
tive committee was authorized to elect
an adjutant upon nomination of the
commander. There was a fight over
the change before it was authorized.

The legion headquarters . wére
changed from Dallas to Austin where
the offices of the adjutant will be.

Among amendments to the consti-
tution adopted were one creating a
board of trustees to care for finances
and another making five  districts
over which vice-commanders will
preside, . . 2

- Delegates elected to the mnational
convention at Omaha next month in-

clude Dr. M. W. Sherwood of Temple.

The legion adopted its program for
the coming year at its final day’s ses-
sion, outlining by resolutions, a wide
field of activity.

Recommendaton that a memorial
stamp as a tribute to Woodrow Wilson

| be issued by the post office depart-

ment was made by the American Le-
gion, department of Texas, in one res-
olutien. .-

Among other resolutions adopted
were: congressmen will be asked to
use their influence and vote to have

'November 11 declared a national hol-

iday; approval was given the pro-
posed constitutional amendment that
would permit officers and men of the
national guard and reserve corps to
hold office in Texas.

The legislature is to' - be. asked to
exempt property of the legion from
taxation.

The legislature also will be asked
to make appropriations to cover the
cost of instructors’ services for the
correspondence courses offered free
to ex-service men by the extension de-
partment of the University of Texas
and to have the A. & M. college give
free extension courses as. far as
practicable. : X

‘The legion ' adopted a resolution
favoring financial support for the
“full expansion’” of all units of tke
reserve officers training corps now in
existence and-that funds be provided
for additional units in suech schools
and colleges as may apply for them.

The law was favored to make it a
penal offense for any person to accept
or seek to accept any policy of insur-
ance issued under the adjusted com-
pensation act as security for a ioan
except as legalized im the act itself.

Recommendation that congress ad-
just a discrimination in payment ; eof
compensation to beneficiaries of a

veteran who died before the enact-
ment of the compensation act, was
adopted.

“The Legion insists upon a bigger
air service, a navy equal to that of any
country in the world, a small but effi-
cient regular army, a good national
‘guard-and training for citizens,” Drain
declared. “But above all we. insist
upon & universal draft of resources,
man power, wealth and industry,
which if carried out will mean there
shall be mo more profiteers or slack-
ers:”

The legion delegates arose as one
man in the convention hall and made
it ring with applause as Draln made
this statement.

At present the United States is woe-
fully lacking in air service compared
to other nations, Drain asserted, and
referrln~ to ‘the Shenandéah disaster,
said that he believed it would® not
mean a_slowing up of the service. .

Drain was the last speaker at the
morning session, at the close of which
he left the platform and shook hands
with hundreds of buddies. When he
came into the hall about 11 o’clock,
the audience stood up, while the bands
from Brownwood, Amarillo, Elgin and
Gonzales played in  unison. Drain
drove over from Dallas with J. A.
Rossiter, Dr. M. W. Sherwood of Tem-
ple, past state commander, and Al-
vin Owsley, past national commander.

_Thursday he spoke to Oklahoma’s
:legionnalres ‘at their state convention.
He has traveled 60,000 miles in 40

states during his administration.

When he mentioned that President
Calvin Coolldge had accepted an in-
vitation to be the chief guest of the
national legion convention in Omaha
next month, a cheer arosé.” Coolidge
will have been the first president to
attend a legion meeting.

Other speakers at the ‘convention

Friday morning were Dan Moody, at-

torney general of Texas; Miss Eliza-
beth Speer, executive secretary of the
Texas prison commission; James C.
Cassedy of Shreveport, state com-
mander of Louisiana; Dayton Moses
of Fort Worth:and Commander: Mark
McGee, the Ilatter giving his annual
report.

Before Attorney.General Moody be-
gan to talk, McGee referred to him as
a regular buddie and legionnaire and
when Moody walked to the center of
the platform the crowd yelled “Hur-
rah for Moody” and “He’s our next
governor.” Moody smiled broadly,

Moody’s speech,. non- -political, ‘was
entirely along legion lines. In keep-
ing with Thursday speakers, Moody
likewise told the convention that the
greatest menace the United States
faced is the activity of bolshevists and
socialists.

“Americanism has not been spread
to every corner of the United States,”
Moody declared, "that Americanism
for which the Legion stands, We still
have an active element in our- midst
that seeks to wipe out good American
competition and seeks to fix a com-
mon standard for everybody. It is
that’ you must fight.” 4

A transportation committee con-
sisting of Leonard Withington, Royal
Watkins and R. B. Patterson report-
ed as having selected the Rock Island
railroad as the official route for the
Omaha national convention. Withing-
ton said’ Fort Worth should seek the
1928 meeting.
~-The 1927 national convention will

be held in Paris, France, and Frank

M. Douglas, Galveston, told of a plan
whereby an “On to Paris Club” will
be formed, Texas members putting
into it monthly amounta to defray ex-
penses. : e ¥
Dayton' Moses, counscl tor the Tex-

o Therfe is

“deo, Oct 18 to Oct, 25 inclusive.

as and Southwestern Cattle Raisers’
association was sitting in the gallery
and McGee pointed him out, and on
an adopted motion appointed an c¢s-
cort to bring him to the platform. He
was presented as a Texan who had

two sons, ten nephews and one bro--

ther in the world war. He made a
brief speech, thanking McGee.

Messages pf, condolence. were or-;
dered sent to Mrs. G. L, Folbre, Dal-

las, wife of the department adjutant,
who has been tco ill to attend the
convention, and;to.the mother | of
Lewis. Hancock, Texan, who lost his
life in the Shenandoah accident.

When Drain finished his talk Fri-
day morning, Miss Katie Parks of
Brownwood, mascot of the Old Gray
Mare band, mounted the platform
and sang ‘“The Eyes of Texas ' Are
Upon You,” the band accompanying.
The audience stood up. D

Coming of Circusl— o
Waco on Sept. 17 Will .
Attract Huge Crowds

1
somethmg about the
knowledge that a circus is coming

n | that gives prac;icglly everyone, be it |.
{man, woman or child, a *thrill”? not

produced by any other attraction.
And during the past few years in
many portiong of the country, there

have been movements started to cen-’

sor the moving pictures of the drama,

* there has been no cry about A ceqnsor

for the big circuses. Circus men say
the reason is “There is no Hollywood

‘| among the .big. shows, like the Car]

Hagenbeck-Wallace.” £

Lovers of good clean amusement
who are also, interested in the youth
of the nation, realize that Circus Day
is the day of all days for young
America. Particularly is this true
when the Carl Hagenbeck-Great-Wal-
lace-Circus, known for many genera-
tions as the peer of white top shows
make its coming known. The very
name s synonymous with cleanliness
and tented delight. And when .the big
parade, more than a mile in length,
tomes “down 'the street, there is no
resisting the circus atmosphere. It
is just as much American, as the na-
tional pastime, baseball. Red-blood-
ed, and clean to the core, both of
them.

That is why, when the Hagenbeck-
‘Wallace circus comes to Waco for two
performances on September 17 it is

| safe to say that a large number of:

the residents of this city, as well as
surroundmg towns and vlllagee will
answet the! call u : e

Texas Sanitarians to
Hold Annual Meeting
at Waco October 7-10

Austin, Tex., Sept. 8.—The third
annual meeting of the Texas Associa-
tion of Sanitarians will be held in
Waco, Oct. 7-10; under the joint aus-
pices of that city and Baylor Univer-
sity with the state board of health,
Dr. A. H. Flickwir, ecity health of-
ficer, Houston, is president of the as-
sociation and Dr. W. A. Buice, Baylor
Univergity, is chairman of the pro-
gram committee. A tentative pro-
gram has been arranged, and copies
will soon ‘be ready to be mailed to
health workers throughout the state.
Representatives of the American Pub-
lic. ‘Health:asgociation and the Unit-
ed States P‘ublic Health Service will
be some of the out of state 'visitors
present for the conference. City of-
ficials, and especially city health of-
ficers and sanitary inspectors are
urged to attend the meeting.

chngstef Clever as
Rodeo ‘Performer to
Be Seen at Big Fair

Da.llas 'l‘ex., "Sept. 9.—Fred - M.
Clancey, Jr., a youngster who is at-
tracting mych attention at the north-
ern rodeos with his clever roping and
trick riding, will be one of the en-
trants in the State Fair of Texas ro-
He
is the eldest -son of “Fog Horn”
Clancey, and a few years ago got his
name. in. the .papers because of his
mysterious disappearance from home,
They found him, after a week or so,
on an Oklahoma ranch. His love for
the great open spaces had been a lure
too strong. He had Jjoined up with
the cowboys during a big round-up.

Irrigation Plants
Will Increase Crop
- Yield, Says Miller

Dallas, Tex., Sept. 9—The crop
vield of Texas will be increased mil-
lions of dollars.through the recla-
mation projects and irrigation plans
now under way in the waste lands
of the state, Lieutenant Governor
Barry Miller told members of the
Dallas Junior chamber of commerce
here.

‘Ten years ago peopk laughed at
the man who tried to plant cotton in
West Texas. Today that part of the
country is one of the most productive
#hd. prémising reglons of Qmerica,
he said.

Mitchell’s Book on Air Service

Creates Stir in Army and Naval
Circles and May End in Arrest

San Antono, Tex., Sept. 2.—Colonel
William Mitchell, “stormy petrel” of
the air service, threw a bombshell into
air service circles Wednesday when
war department officials began re-
viewing his book, "Winged Defense,”
which had been published against
war department orders,

Washington dispatches late last
night said war department officials
were examining the book, particular-
ly some cartoons therein which have
Secretary Weeks as their central fig-
ure.

“The truth about the United States
air service is going to be suppressed
no longer,” the commander of the
Eighth corps area air forces told The
Associated Press today. ‘I have dis-
obeyed no orders,” Colonel Mitchell
declared, although admitting that he

had published his book without sub-

mitting it to his superiors for

proval.

“The truth of our deplorable situ-
ation is going to be put before the
American people come what may,” he
continued. “The war department
wants to ‘start something.” So much
the better. Then I can get the case
before congress and the publie, then
we will have a chance to remedy this
unfortunate condition. Aviators are
the only persons competent to tell
what is wrong and they are gomg io
.tell, I assure you that.'

“One fourth of the short comings
of our air service have not yet been
told, but they are going to be.

‘“This book is just the beginning I
am at present preparing a series of
articles which will. 'rip the cover’ off
these deéplorable conditions.” -

“Winged Defense,” a story of the
development of commercial andmsli-
tary aviation, ‘came off: the presses
Tuesday.

Its publication had . been specific-
ally forbidden by. the war department
until that branch had given approval.

Some months ago at the expiration
of his temporary appointment as krig-
adier general, Mitchell was relieved
as assistant chief of the United States
air forees and returned to, his regular
army rank of Colonel.. He prevxously
had expressed disagreement with his
supenors in the war department con-
cerning 'th'e defense value:of ithe . au-
forees.

He then was transferred to

ap-

Fort

i | Bam Bongtoy. . e L

Colonel Mltchell’ nev:" book is
written for the public and phrased
with terms which are not bewildermg
to the non-flyer,

One chapter is devoted to bombing

operations against warship bearing

the caption “United States: Air Force
Proves that Aircraft Dominates Sea-
craft.”

The book is replete w1th cartoons
which poke jibes at the war depart-
ment. The author declared that those
had been inserted by the pubnshers
without his knowledge.

Washington, Sept. 8.—Proceedings
were started today at the war depart-
ment. to call to account.Colonel Wil-
liam Mitchell for his public deeclara-
tion that administration of the army
and navy air services had been crimi-
nally negligent and “almost 'treasori-
able.”

By direction of Major General John
L. Hines, chief of staff, Major Gen-
eral Helmick, the inspector general,
began an investigation with the as-
signment of Colonel . George .A. Nu-
gent of his department as special in
vestigator. Colonel Nugent immcdi-
ately prepared to leave tomorrow for
San Antonio, Texas, where Colonel
Mitchell is stationed, to ask him in
person if he made the statements at-
tributed to him in published articles.

No further action will be taken by
the war department until Colonel Nu-
gent returns and reports. Directions
given General Helmick, however, call
for recommendations as. to action in
case the authenticity of the statements
is established. Since it is not doubted
at the department that Colonel Mitch-

ell will admit having made the state
ment under investigation, the preli-
minary move is merely a routine siep
paving the way principally for trial
by an army ecourt.

" San Antenio, Tex., Sept. 8.—In ad-
dition to consolidation of the whole
national defense wunder one head,
holding one man responsible for the
acts of any branch, Colonel William
Mitchell, eighth corps area air offi-
cer, would also create a council of

.| national defense to consist of the =ec-

retary of state, secretary of the treas-
ury and the secretary of national de-
fense, he said today.

- In issuing his latest statement he

outlined a “constructive policy for
the United States to adopt.” He had
just returned from Port Aransas,

where he went last Saturday after re-
leasing his broadside against the army
and navy departments and where he
spent Sunday and Monday fishing.
Capital as well as labor should be
conscripted in time of war or threat-
ened emergency, he said. He ulso
recommended that the government
be not permitted to build airplanes,
leaving this to civilian corporations,
thus keeping alive ‘‘competition, in-
vention and initiative by the people.”

San Antonio, Tex., Sept. 29.—Col-
onel William Mitchell, eighth eorps
area air officer, broke his silence of
three days here today and issued a
statement in which he recommends
creation by the next congress of an
aerongutics bureau under a secretary
of air and suggested plans for the bu-
reau’s operation. .

He said that the entire national de-
fense ‘should be consolidated under
one head, which would be made re-
sponsible but the -department should
be divided into three sections under
sub-secretaries, army, navy and air.

The colonel refrained from com-,
menting upon his statément issued
Saturday nor did he mention the emz:
broglio his tirade stirred up Hls
statement follows in part:

“We must apply a remedy to the'
conditions existing in our whole na-’
tional defense system dnd in our aero-.
nauties. in pa.rtlcular. Prehmlnary'
steps should be taken at once and in
December decisive action by congress
to put-these,measures into law.

“We should consolidate our whole
national defense under one head and

hold one man responsible ‘for the
whole thing.. Under him should be
three sub-secretaries, »5>ne for the

army or the land, one for the navy
or the wadter, and one for our aero-
nautics, :

“Policies pertaining to our national
defense should be recommended by
the secretary of national defense to
the president upon the advice of the
three sub-secretaries.. Having three
sub-secretaries would [ linsure there.
being no deadlock, as often occurs at
the present time between the army*
and navy.' All supplies common to the
three services should be gotten by a
central agency,” so as to avoid ~om-
petition between the different branch-
es of the government.

“In time of war or threatened emer-
gency, capital should be conscripied
as well as labor. © All raw materials
for the construction of national de-
fense equipment should be obtained
and distributed under one head.

“According to this system,.the army
organization would remain much the
same as it is at present except that it
would be .modernized. The naval or-
ganization would also have little
change., Any air service that these
two departments needed would be
permanently assigned to them.

“The secretary of the air, however,
should be entrusted with the whole
aeronautical development of the Jgov-
ernment which is even more impor-
tant in time of peace than it is in
time of war, because we can employ
aviation in useful pursuits during
peace, such as carrying the mail, pa-
trolling the forests, surveying the
country, aiding agriculture, animal
industry and explorauon g

Yleld of Lint Per
- Acre Best Factor
in Cotton Variety

.

College Station, Tex., Sept. 8.—
Yield ' of lint @ per acre. is much more
important than percentage of lint or
gin turn-out, according to conclusions
reached in’ Bulletin 321 of the :Texas
Agncultural Experiment Station,
which discusses variety tests at the
Main Station; College Station, Texas,
with ‘about 150 varieties or strains of
upland cotton during the eleven years
from 1912 to 1922. Length of lint is
not as important as yield of lint but
it is more important than percentage
of lint provided the staple is longer
than 7-8 inch, and the farmer select-
ing a variety of plant should consider
first its productive power as regards
pounds ~of = lint “'per - aere; second,
length of gtaple, thlrd, quality of lint;
and fourth, percentage of lint.

The bulletin presents a table sllow-
ing the yields in pounds ‘of lint per
acre of each variety for each year for
all varieties grown in the test during
the period from 1912 to 19922. An
average for eleven years shows Lone
Star, Mebane, and Rowden leading in
the order named. A seven-year aver-
age shows Truitt, Rowden, Lone Star,
Durango, and Mebane leading in the
order mnamed. A six-year average
shows Lone Star, Rowden, Mebane,
Durango, and Snowflake leading in
the -order named.  Another group of
six years shows Acala, Lone Star,
Rowden, Durango, - Mebano, *and
Kasch leading in the order named. A
four-year average from 19199 to 1922
inclusive shows Belton, Truitt, Acala,
Lone Star, Rowden, Durango, Kasch,
Mebane, and Bennett leading in the
order named. .

A group of tables is presented
showing the yield and rank of the ten
high varieties each year of the test.

A copy of this bulletin may be had
free by writing B. Youngblood, Direc-

tor,! Experiment Statiop, College Sta-

tion, Texas.

Old Time Offlcer of
- Bell County Dies in

Residents of Bell county whose

in this section will recall R. B. Fewell,
once a highly esteemed peace officer
of Belton and of Bell county.
Fewell lived in Belton when the old

southern part of the county and
crosséd Leon river near -Belton. In
those days the cowboys frequently
“shot up”’ the old town and made
things lively. Fewell died last Fri-
day, Sept. 4, at Denton and the fol-

froin the ‘Denton Record-Chronicle:
. B. Fewell, 80, Confederate vet-

home of his daughter, Mrs. W. H,

evening.
old age and a cancer on the face.

sippi and lived there during his boy=
hood. When the Civil War broke out
he joined the southern army and
served during the entire four years of
the war. Following the war he
moved to Texas and settled in Bell
county about 60 years ago. He was
married to Miss Caroline Pennington
at Belton in 1868 and lived there for -
many years. From 1881 to 1885 he
served as constable and marshal in
Bell county. He came to Denton
more than 20 years ago.

Surviving are one son, W, W. Few
11 of Abilene and one daughter, Mrs,

. H. Lynn of Denton.

Funeral services were conducted
Saturday afternoon by Rev. W. C.
McClung and burial was in the I. O.

O. F. cemetery.
——

Four Killed at Crossing.
sons were killed today when a west-

train crashed into an automobile at

a grade crossing near here,

Denton at Age of 80 |

memories go back to cattle trail days

Bob -

trail stretched its way through the -

lowing account of his career is taken

eran and pioneer of Texas, died at the !
Lynn, 710 South ‘Elm street, Friday
He had been ill for several .
months and his death wasg caused by °

“R. B. Fewell was born in Missis-

Natavia, N. Y., Sept. 7.—Four per-

bound New York Central passenger -
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Texas stands alone among thé states of
the United States in the fact that there are
representativés of both Atlantic and Pacific
forest growths within her boundaries. West
of the Pecos River are to be found Arizona
cypress, weeping juniper, pinion pine, Rocky

Mountain oak, and cedar or Douglas fir,
which furnish timber of good quality, but
limited in amou’nt. East of this section is to-
- be found an area which produces post oak,
These

trees do not furnish a great amount of lum-

pecan, cedar, live oak and mesquite.

| ber, but are used for fuel, fenceposts, and

other commercial purposes.
most ’impolrtant of the forest lands of Texas
is that part which falls east of a line drawn
through Red River, Franklin, Wood, Smith,
Henderson, Anderson, Leqn, Madison, Wal-
ker, and Harris counties. From this section

of the state has been produced between 1.-

000,000,000 and 2,000,000,000 board feet of
lumber every year since 1900. '

This area has three distinct sections, the
loblolly in the south which is joined on the
north by the longleaf pine belt which lies be-

tween the loblolly and the shortleaf division

on the north. This latter has been more
heavily exploited than the others and is now
given over largefy to farming. Although
these groups are designated by the pines,

" there are hard.woods which are very valu-

able, including oak, hickory, gum, maple,
elm, and sycamore trees.

Certainly the-

The great problem in connection with a
great forest is that there is danger of using
all the valuable parts, and leaving the state

- without one of its greatest assets. In order

to prevent this condition, means must be
found which will see that'as the trees are

~used, new ones will be coming on to take

their places, or as the slogan is, “Where one

tree is felled, two should be planted in its
- place.

”

Texas has done very little to con-
serve and rebuild her timbered lands, as is

shown by the careful estimate which fol-.

lows:

Acres
Original area of Texas.virginal -
lumber forests ........... ..~..12,000,000

Present area of Texas virginal
lanther fogesta, 0 - s T Wiia 1,800,000

Area covered with second growth - 1,900,000

Culled areas with scant regrowth 1,000,000
Cut-over areas with no forest re- |
pewl e e T 2,600,000
Converted to agric’ultural pur-
4,700,000

e o R S eimc s

E. O. Siecke, state forester, stationed at

the Agriéultural and Mechanical College, es-
timates that there are about 18 ;000,000,000
board feet of merchantable pine tlmber and
8,000,000,000 or 9,000,000,000 board feet of
hardwood standing in Texas today. About
1,300,000,000 are cut for lumber and about
500,000,000 are cut for ties, posts and other

products annually. - Replacement by natural
growth will not renew such an output, and

UMBER IN TEXAS

measures should be t_akeri to see that the
supply is not exhausted. The state main-
tains a state forester and a small fire patrol
system, but almost nothing has been done

for reforestation. The Texas State Fores- |
- try Association is very interested in this

matter, and has been active in creatmg a
sentlment in favor of conserving one of our
greatest resources. -Shall we not all lend a
hénd to help them?

&

- What is the value of these forests to
Texas? How does our own state stand in
relation to the other states in the produc-
tion of lumber? In 1850 the value of lumber
produced was 466,012 dollars; by 1860 this
value had risen to 1,735,000 dollars, and in
1920 the figure was 45,312,000 dollars. This
shows a remarkable growth, but it also
shows that such an increase cannot continue
unless some effort be made to replenish the
Texas has held sixth
rank among the states of the United States

source of the supply.

in the production of lumber for the last few
years.
board feet of lumber, while Washington,
Louisiana, Oregon, Mississippi, and Califor-

‘nia produced more. The total production in

the United States for that year was given as
31,568,888 board -feet. This undoubtedly
gives Texas a position of importance, which,
however, she will have to use foresight in
maintaining, and which, undoubtedly she
does not want to lose.

PRl

ment in |exas.

TRIES of Texas; and are contributed by °
the GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT of Texas.
with the varied industrial, agricultural and mineral interests and their progress and develop-
Read each article of this series.

The article here pubhshed is part of a series to advertise the RESOURCES and INDUS-
‘BUILDERS OF TEXAS'" who have made possible

Other articles in this campaign will deal

It will be worth your while.
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% THE DOOR OF HOPE

Lo % ST %

That legislators are inspired by humanitarian motives in
Tealing with the weaknesses and wickednesses of frail hu-
manity is to be seen in the phrasealogy of the new indeter-
minate sentence act as adopted by the Thirty-ninth legislature.
The Houston Chronicle in an editorial discussion of this law
cites its chief provision and thus enlightens such readers as
are not blinded by hate, prejudice and rancor. The Chronicle
says:

“The Thirty-third legislature enacted a law relating to
paroles and suspended and indeterminate sentences of per-
sons convicted of crimes.

“It was a very elaborate piece of legislation, so much so
that it was, by the construction given it, practically nullified.
Examination of it in connection with the law enacted by the
Thirty-Ninth legislature will reveal that what was in the
minds of the legislators was a modification of the law on more
enlightened lines, and such as were in harmony with the
views of experienced penologists and prison reformers, but in
the multitude of words used, and details of procedure pre-
gcribed, the purpose and meaning of the law was left so in
doubt that it could not be applied to cases to which it was in-
tended. . :

“What was meant, or ought to have been intended, was
‘that when a convict had made a good record and had served
the minimum sentence imposed, he should be paroled. If
it did not mean that, it meant nothing of value. ‘

“The law enacted by the Thirty-ninth legislature is very
brief, but is plain. In substance it provides that if the con-
victed person is over 17 years of age the penalty shall be

- within the period fixed as the minimum and maximum, and
sentence shall not be for a definite time, but if the penalty is
for a time longer than the minimum, the sentence shall be
indeterminate—that is, from the minimum to the maximum—
the maximum, however, not to exceed that fixed by the jury.
If the penalty be fine or imprisonment in jail the law has
no application. P 3
; “The second section of the act reads as follows:

) : Section 2. Where the maximum sentence is not four times as
£ great as the minimum, and the convict has served the minimum
H sentence and has a perfect prison record, or where the maximum
il sentence is greater than four times the minimum sentence and the

¥ convict has served one-fourth of the maximum sentence and has
t | " @ perfect prison record, such convict shall be paroled ‘durlng good
- behavior for the balance of the term imposed upon him, provided
i that before a parole shall be granted the board of‘pardons shall
m' examine and approve the convict's recorq and said board may
& ~ consider the past record as well as the prison record of convicts.

“The law is in a sense mandatory. But little is left to
the discretion of the prison officials. It means that where the
maximum sentence is not four times as long as the minimum,
the convict shall, if he has a perfect record, be paroled.after
he has served the minimum sentence, but if the maximum
sentence is four times greater than the minimum,. the prisoner
must serve one-fourth of the maximum sentence imposed, and
have a perfect record, before he can be paroled. ’

“The law might properly be termed ‘the law of hope.” It

changes existing law as not to shut the door of hope against

e convict as did the law aforetime. ' S
"~ «Jt will encourage good conduct and promote reform which
48 one of the statutorily declared, primary purposes of pun-
ghment. : e 85
“Tt is a long step forward in the field of crlmmolpgy and
rison reform, and, in this connection, it is at once interest-
ng and discouraging to note that out of 115.votes cqst‘ on
the bill, 21 were against it. There evidently hngereq in the
minds of those 21 legislators the unenlightened belief that
above the door of every prison should be written, ‘Leave

s 9

hope behind, all ye who enter here’.

NEW COURSES ADDED AT A. & M.
' COLLEGE

The state board of -health is giving its mo;‘al support and
I1-nding encouragement to the new courses i1n .sanl.tar_v en-
: ‘neering, municipal administration and instruction in public
Tealth and sanitation, which will be offered the coming school
term at the Texas State A. & M. college.

The need of these courses was created through the ever
incrcasing demand by municipalities for trained health work-
«rs and sanitary engineers, inasmuch as some of the gr_eatest
¢ontributory causes of human ailments are: lack of drainage,
lnck of proper water purification, improper sewage and waste
disposal, irregular heating and erratic ve_ntllatloI}.

The course in sanitary engineering will be given under
the general supervision of Dean F. C. Bolton, while E. W.
Sieel, formerly sanitary engineer with the Rockefeller Foun-
dation and for several years district sanitary engineer with
the state board of health, has been appointed profgssor _of
sanitary engineering. Lectures and auxiliary imstruction will
be given by members of the staff of Texas municipalities and

other sanitary experts.

“THE BOSS OF TEXAS”

Under the title above a North Carolina editor and writer,
James Larkin Pearson, who has given his publication the sug-
gestive title of Fool Killer, prints his opinion _on the Texas
gituation. The Fool Killer is published at Pores Knob, North
Carolina, and the editor hands the following rap to ‘“pungent
paragraphers:” :

“The pungent paragraphers and the political prevaricators
are chewing up whole acres of good atmosphere in an effort
to find out who is governor of Texas. Some say it is Ma, some
gay It is Pa, while others are inclined to think that they sorter

o fifty-fifty on it.

" #well, I don’t reckon it matters much if the whole Fergu-
gon family is governor of Texas, just so they manage to get
the governing done decently. No doubt it is a man-sized job

subdue some of them-thar Texas roughnecks and one-hun-

red-per-cent political polecats, and if Ma wants to call in
a Jim to hold while she skins, I don’t reckon it’s anybody’s
oggon business. :

“Phe Fool Killer is just an interested onlooker, but if
there has to be any betting done, I am willing to stake my
pennies on Ma Ferguson as governor of Texas.”

BERRY BREEDING IN TEXAS

An account of sixteen years of breeding experiments with
blackberries and raspberries at the Texas Agricultural Ex-
periment station has been written by H. Noss, station botan-
ist, and is published in Bulletin No. 326, which is available
for free distribution. In this-bulletin may be found hybrids
of various berries. The experimentis leading to the develop-
ment of the Nossberry, an outgrowth of a cross between a rasp-
berry and a dewberry, are described in most interesting fash-
fon. The horticultural characters of the Nossberry are de-
scribed and methods of treatment are given for the success-
full propagation of this valuable addition to the berry field.

=
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There is no longer attraction in the nude charms .of “Sep-
tember Morn” for Jim Lowry who hails the beginning of the
first fall month thus: Yes; ‘September Morn’ showed up
Tuesday, but we can’t say that she outstripped what we have
been seeing for a year very much.” :

LENIENCY BY THE VERMONT
GOVERNOR

‘While Texas critics are wailing about the freeing of con-
victs by a governor who proclaims her acts with frank state-
ments of her reasons for paroles and pardons, they might
read with thoughtful attention the Associated Press dispatches
quoted elsewhere in this issue of the Forum telling of the

seeret parole given one of their klan brethren by the gover-

nor of Vermont. William C. Moyers, former kleagle of the
Vermont klan, convicted and sentenced to three years in the
penitentiary less than six months ago for breaking into St.
Mary’s cathedral at Burlington, Vt. Of course, with Texas
kluckers it is perfectly all right for a klansman who breaks
into a church and is sent up for a three year term+“to be
secretly released by a friendly governor within less than six
months but it starts a ‘“wave of crime’” for the governor of
Texas to release convicts who have served half a life time or
more when their records are clear.

Dr. Atticus Webb should write Governor Billings and ad-
vise him th#t he is setting an example that will interfere with
the consistency of klan criticism of the Texas governor. At-
ticus has said he does not believe in turning convicts out until
they have served the time for which they were sentenced.
How about this kleagle church breaker who is freed in a
few months after his conviction and before he had acquired
a “prison pallor?”

In this connection it is timely to recall the words of that
sage who wrote: ‘‘Consistency is the.virtue of fools,” and
add to them; ‘“‘also of members of the Ku Klux Klan.”

CAN THIS BE TRUE?

Associated Press dispatches have spread over the country
news of the complaint made by the father of one of the vie-
tims of the Shenandoah “disaster that the body of his son
‘was sent to him after the accident, half clad, resting upon
a layer of excelsior in a common wooden box and poorly em-
balmed. Express charges for the transmission of the body
to the father’s home were not prepaid and the father was
called upon to settle with the express company.

Howard W. Spratley, father of William Spratley, me-
chanic, made the complaint embodying a statement of con-
ditions as above described, to Secretary of the Navy Wilbur.
He added in his complaint that no naval escort as is custom-
ary, accompanied the body of the dead member of the ill-
fated Shenandoah crew. =

If conditions are as described by this stricken and bereaved
father then young men will be tardy about enlisting in the
service of the navy. despite the alluring pictures and seductive
literature scattered over the country seeking to interest re-
cruits and obtain men for the air and sea service.

' Are you a subseriber to the Forum?

Be prepared for 1926 by subscribing for the Foruwm.

Labor Day was celebrated with unusual enthusiasm
throughout Texas this year.

Subscribers to the Forum do not have to ask their neigh-
bors what is the news at Austin.

1f you are a subscriber to the Forum get your renewal in
early so you will not migs a single number. You will want

each issue. 5

Forum subscribers get all the news about Texas affairs
.and they know what is going on among the politicians of the
state while it is news. -

September is here and the fall season is on. Subscribe
for the Forum and assure yourself good reading matter for
the next year. You will want it.

The Forum has received Number 1; Volume 1 of the Har-
risburg Pilot, the latest candidate for journalistic honors in
Texas. The publishers of the Pilot announce that the paper
will be devoted to the advancement of the best interests of
Harrisburg. A paper that works for its home town deserves

to succeed.

George Butcher of Dallas, one of the chief props of the
klan in Dallas and in Texas, prominent in its counsels and an
adviser of the national headquarters at Atlanta, Ga., has quit
and when he quit he was so eager to spread the news that he
sent an announcement of his action to the mewspapers of
Dallas. Let us all sing: “Whjle the lamp holds out to burn;

ets.”

of the Forum’s exchanges: “The girl who used to recite:
‘Lips that Touch Liquor Shall Never Touch Mine,” and blushed
when she heard limbs called legs now has a daughter who
smokes cigarettes and talks about eugenics in a mixed ¢rowd.”
Yes; and when her “Jelly Bean” pulls a flask she is ready to
touch it with her lips any old time. ;

As an optimist “Buttermilk Lowry’” of the Honey Grove
Signal is entitled to the first prize. A man who finds conso-
lation and smiles in the face of sad news surely is filled with
the spirit of optimism. Read this'and believe: . “We go into
the fall season .with the poorest turnip green crop in the his-
tory of the country, with no sorghum molasses crop at all,
and with the smallest pecans seen in many years. But we
do not say all crops have been a failure in this seciton, for
this would not be true.. We have a magnificent crop of bois

d’arc apples.”

There is joy to the people in the announcement that the
governor will not call the legislature in special session this
year and Editor Lowry of the Honey Grove Signal sounds the
keynote of this joy when he says: ‘“The governor has assured
the people there will be no extra session of the legislature
this year. The people may fling profanity at the governor
for other things but for this decision they will fling bouquets.”

When W. D. Cowan, checked out as commissioner of mar-
kets and warehouses and that department passed out of ex-
istence as a separate state department, Monday, Aug. 31; he
turned into the state treasury $28,701.12 unused money ap-
propriated for the maintenance of his department. That
marks a happening unique in the history of Texas. Bill
Cowan is now back at San Saba steering the course of his
newspaper, the San Saba Star, along a straight democrqtlc
ehannel. When it comes to practicing as well as preaching
economy Cowan has set a record.

Editor Gilliland of the Baird Star is of the opinion that
there is but one woman who stands a ghost of a show po be
elected governor of Texas in 1926, and that woman is Ml.riam
A. Ferguson. Commenting upon the announced candidacy
of Mrs. Edith Willmans of Dallas for the gubernatorial nomi-
nation Editor Gilliland says: “Mrs. Ferguson is making good
and if she becomes a candidate for re-election, according to
precedent, she will be mighty hard to beat. At any rate, Mrs.
Ferguson, to all appearances, thus far ahead of the next elec-
tion, is the only woman in Texas that stands a ghost of a
chance of being elected governor of Texas in 1926.”

County Commissioner Rawle H. Spencer, of Harris county,
has not yet responded to the challenge of Former Governor
Jim Ferguson and of ‘Mefo” in the Houston Chronicle, to
make public a statement of what was done with Harris coun-
ty roads and the money appropriated for them during the
gsix or eight years anti-Ferguson men and Ku Kluxers had
control of work and money. Surely while Mr. Spencer is mak-
ing such emphatic charges against a road administration Qlat
has had but a few months in which to remedy the waste and
extravagance of several years, he should not refuse to shed a
little light on what preceded in Harris county road affairs

prior to March 1925. -

Here is an example of modern evolution as seen by one

'RALLYING CRY OF LIBERTY

In another place in this issue of the Forum will be found
the full text of a charge delivered by District Judge Lewis
H. Jones to the grand jury of Lampasas county, empaneled
last Monday. The Houston Chronicle in giving space to the
text of this charge makes editorial comment upon it under
the title given above as follows:

“Hvery Texan who loves freedom, who believes that his
house is his estate, who believes in the constitution of the
United States and of Texas, will applaud to the echo the sen-
timents expressed by Lewis H. Jones, judge of the Twenty-
seventh Judicial District of Texas, in charging the grand jury
empanelled at Lampasas on Sept. 7. Judge Jones is president
of the District Judges Association of Texas. He has noted an
effort on the part of fanatics to repeal the law passed by the
last legislature which requires that peace officers have search
warrants before they invade private homes. He sounds an
alarm against any such effort and quotes the warning voice
of history thereon. It may be said in further comment that
not since the eternal principles of liberty were first made
articulate at Runnymede, to be ratified by the Declaration
of Independence of the United States and of Texas, has there
been a greater rallying cry against official tyranny.”

MORE TROUBLE OVER KLAN MONEY

% Mpney is causing fresh trouble in Ku Klux Klan ranks.
this time the woman’s branch being the central factor in fi-
nancial tangles. Since the klan began playing suckers and
getting “koin”’ by bushels and barrels there has been trouble
among klansmen and klanswomen. The latest row is over
the handling of the funds of woman’s division of the hooded
organization. Suit was brought against the imperial com-
mander of the women’s division and her husband, declaring
that they have spent $591,000 of the organization’s money
for_“office salaries,. traveling expenses and robes.” The im-
perial commander, when she was elected to this high office,
was unmarried, but she afterward took unto herself a part-
ner, by name James A. Comer, and it is said that these two,
with headquarters at Little Rock, have managed things to
suit themselves, and that in doing this more than a half mil-
-lion dollars have been spent in a little more than one year
for t}ae purposes outlined above. WMr. Comer, it seems, was
gppomtqd general counsel for the order by Mrs. Comer, and
in addition to his salary he is chagred with selling robes and
paraphernalia to the order.

It is all one to “Cyclone” Davis what ticket he runs on, so
he is running for some office. That is the opinion of the edi-
tor of the Marshall Morning News who says ‘“Cyclone’” has
announced that he will be a candidate for governor of Texas
next year. The News adds: ‘“He does not say on what ticket
he will run—whether democratic or republican. . However, as
he supported Dr. Butte at the general election we presume
he will be on the G. O. P. ticket. And the republicans will
h.a’ve to hold a primary next year, as the law requires a po-
litical party that polls as many as 100,000 votes must use the
primary method of making nominations. And Cyclone will
g:landtgust as much chance of being elected on one ticket as

e other.”

That was a barbed shaft aimed by the Sweetwater Record
at the mouthings of those who are prating about pardons.
Whether pardons are too frequent or not the Sweetwater edi-
tor does not express his opinion, but he finds one reason that
provokes criticism which he expresses as follows: ‘“And when
parents permit their children to run wilg in high powered
motor cars on the highway whenever, wheresoever and in
whatever company they choose, with easy money, hooch and
high kicking principal parental diversions that is some mora
of the story. One reason why the Ferguson pardon policy is
subject to so much criticism is because it is so difficult to get
a criminal into prison in the first place.”
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Ma Ferguson Says:

WHY REFORM YOUR NEIGHBOR?

(Copyright Capitol Syndicate)

oL
e

Tpis is not a talk to meddling sisters and brothers, nor to
nagging husbands and wives, though any of those folks who
feel that they should do so, may take it to themselves if they
:oddesire. But I feel no urge to bother those folks too much
oday. .

. As a governor I am called on about every other day to help
out some reform. Reforms are very fine things. Without
them, probably we would still be living in the stone age, or
back there somewhere. : :

We have had public reformers with us always, I suppose,
and we won’t be rid of them anywhere soon, I expect. After
all, they accomplish good, and that is more than a lot of their
enemies can say for themselves.

So I am not talking about public reformers. I am talk-
ing about personal reformers: those folks who want to insti-
" :te startling changes in the homes and lives of their relatives
and friends. The public reformers keep right after their
goals, and disappointments only whet their courage; some of
the personal reformers take discouragements in the same

1 genial fashion.

And I haven’t a speck of use for the personai reformers.

What concern is it of the Browns that the Smith don’t
eat breakfast at 7 o’clock in the morning. Yet can’t you hear
Mrs. Brown tell Mrs. Smith that she has a fine plan: She
gets up at 5:30 and by 9 o’clock she has all her work done,
and if Mrs. Smith would try it, she wouldn’t get tired. from
doing her house work in the heat of the day?

Of course Mrs. Brown had the best—the very finest—
motives in all the world. Did you ever see any sort of a re-
former who didn’t start out with excellent motives? That’s
why folks turn reformers. Folks who don’t pride themselves
on their good motives let other people tend to their own per-
sonal affairs. - z

About the only place that I can see any real use for these
.personal reformers is when children are young. Father and
mother can do all the changing around they want to do then
without being charged with meddling.

But something has been written about that already, under
the title of ““As the twig is bent, so the tree is inclined.” And
a lot of people still remember their good ideas after their
own children are grown, and they can work out those belated
notions in their neighbors’ homes. -

Ru* nersonal reformers are all fitted with long range
spectacles. 3

wmiae of them seem to think of that, alas.

Don’t Be a Nuisance to Your Friends.
I know a- very ec¢harming young
woman who is rapidly becoming a
bugaboo to the group of people to
whom she used to be a pleasure.
She is well read, she has traveled, “How much do you have to pay
she has enough money to dress well, | your cook? How much does it cost
and she has natural beauty. Added]you to run your house a month?
to those things, she has a fine ap- “How much did your husband
preciation of the really worth while | make on that last case he tried? Is
things, and is generous until she wor- he going to take So-andso's case?
ries people. She has wit, and she is| Why not? Who is? Why don’t you
able to laugh at others’ wit—which | know; doesn’t your husband know?
is not so common a gift as it may “Do you think your brother is in
seem. love with his wife? Are you really
But she has a nasty habit of ask-|in love with your husband? Do you
ing-strangers and her intimate friends | thinlz your husband ever gets tired of
alike, such prying questions that they | you? What would you do if he did ?”’
either let her alone, or they have to Now, those are not random -ques-
be down right rude to hush her. tions—or made-up questions, either.

tea with one of friends.  She starts
the conversation out:
‘“How much did you pay for that

dress?

- This young woman will go over for| A young woman who was in school

with the girl I am talking about,
came to me the other day with tears
in her eyes and told me those were
the very questions Mary had asked
her,

“What can I do?” asked this friend.
“I have loved Mary so long, and I
know she is fine,—but none of us can
stand this way she has adopted of
wanting to know every single thing
there is to know about us. She tells
her husband everything, besides, and
I don’t think he has any business
knowing some of the answers to some
of Mary’s questions.” F

Well, I don’t think it is any of
Mary’s business to be asking the
questions in the first place., She is
likely starting out to be one of those
busy-body old ladies whose coming
will be dreaded by her own family,
Of course Mary’s friends are going to
have to forget her entirely if she
doesn’t change—which she may do.

Even your most intimate friends
have barriers which they set up—if
they haven’t, they should have. And
a question too many about things
which really do not concern you, may
male you a nuisance such as Mary
has become if your are careless of
other folks’ rights.

It Is Better to Pull Than Ride. .

I have just come across a sentence
in an editorial that advised folks to
be as ready to pull as to ride.

The man who was writing the edi-

torial sorter threw that idea in as &
part of his talk; but it struck me that
a lot could have been said about it.

There are a lot of people in tho'~

world who want to ride all the time,
no matter what sort of a road they
are traveling. - They dislike to get out
at the foot of the hill and push the
wagon a bit to help the old horse that
is struggling along in the mud.
There is some mud in every road
in life. You cannot get anywhere
without meeting some heavy pulling
—if not for you, at least for the gool
old work horse that is carrying the
family load. ¥

There will be rivers that will make
things bad;, there are mountains that
cannot be climbed alone; there ar¢
cross roads where the decision must
call for a family council to decide the
best path.

And always it seems to me, there
are people who want to ride—who
have neither ambition nor intention
of helping with the pulling. Of course
there are folks who never ride—they
take all their pleasure out in pulling
and pushing.

There are some people who cannog
take help; not that they do not want
it; they do, but they simply can’t take
it. Some of them had rather bear all
the burden than be under what they
would consider an obligation. Which
seems ungracious, for it is wonderful
to be allowed to help push somebody
up a hill. There is a way of helping
those folks: You can let them alone.
That helps sometimes.

But most people have to be helped
somewhere along the road. They start
out with too much on the wagon, and
when they get into the mud or the
sand, the wheels just sinlz in—they
can’t pull themselves out. 5
¢ There are some folks who always
have to be pushed or pulled. They
can get nowhere without aid. There
always seems to be somebody who
comes along at the right minute to
help them, too. -

‘We never know when our own
wheels are going to sink down.
‘Wheels have a habit of getting loose,
too right at the start of a long jour-
ney, - $

Don’t put too much of a burden on
your old family work-horse. Don’t
make him pull all of the load. He
may be well fed, and have new shoes
on his feet when ever he needs them,
but a lump of sugar now and then,
and a sharing of the load will length-

en his days, and .get you to the end

of your journey sooner.

Federal Reduction
Accompanied by Tax
Increase Elsewhere

Washington, Sept, 9.—Reduction
of federal taxes last year was accom-
panied by a continued increase in
state, county and local taxes, a survey
conducted by the Washington head-
quarters of the- National Grange
showing the total paid under the late
ter assessments was approximately
fifty per cent greater than the fedsral
tax bill, .

Results of the survey, announced
today, show that state taxes alone in-
creased from a total of $858,155.000
in 1922 as reported by the eensus bu-
reau to $879,784,000 in 1924 on the
basis of incomplete returns. It was
figured that complete returns were
almost certain to place the figure
above $900,000,000.

Added to this sum the amount paid
under county, school, municipal and
special taxes, with gmany items yet to
be included when the survey is com-
pleted gives a total of more than $3,-
700,000,000. This compares with fed-

eral income and miscellaneous taxes .
-

totalling $2,688,000,000.

County taxes were shown in the
study to amount to as much as state
taxes and school taxes were aeported
to generally exceed the total state tax.

The high taxes were ascribed to two
causes—the cost of schools and roais
and the extension of government into
a “wide area of gestionable activities.”

The field of tax reduction, it was
concluded, is limited to economy in
local government administration and
the elimination of governmental fuanc-
tions ‘“designed to spend tax raised
money for purely sentimental pur=-
poses.”

While the trend of state and loecal
government cost continues upward,
there were found to be ‘“some nota-
ble exceptions in the middle and west-
ern states.”

iy e g 1
Church' Unification Favored.

Spokane, Wash., Sept. 3.—The Paci-
fic northwest conference of the Meth-
odist Episcopal church, South, here
today voted 48 to 10 im favor of uni-
fication of the Northern and S.uth-
ern churches. ~ ;

Store Robbed in Bryan.

Bryan, Tex. Sept.. 7.-<The M. J.

Tremont feed store safe was broken
open and robbed of abcut $1,100 in
cash and checks early Sunday morn-
ing. A hole 12 inches in diameter
was drilled in the bottom of the safe.
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o Lampasas, Texas, Sept.

“and seizure law,

@every officer,

-somewhat out of line,
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Charge Given to Grand Jury by
Judge Lewis Jones Makes Plain
Search and Seizure Law Meaning

8.—Judge Lewis H. Jones in his
_¢charge to the grand jury at the opening of the fall term of the

district court here Monday laid stress upon the search and
seizure law and in emphatic terms upheld it as constitutional
and in the interest of the highest ideals of American prinei-

ples.

He told the grand jurors that the law was but a statu-

tory repetition of the words of the constitution of the United
States and the Bill of Rights of the state of Texas and was

an act for the protection of
person.

the citizen in his home and

The full text of the charge delivered by Judge Jones is

as follows:
Gentlemen of the Grand Jury:

There is one other matter I de-
wire to call to your attention. As a
general rule, it is of little concern
to the court whether a law is a

ood one or a bad one; in such cases

is sufficient to direct wour at-
tention to its enforcement. Of recent
months, however, there has been such
& widespread discussion in the pub-
lic press and by many good, but mis-
guided and misinformed citizens, as
well as by those whose views of gov-
ernment and public officers are in-
tolerant, of an act passed by the
last legislature, known as the search
that I feel that I
would be amiss in my duty as a dis-
trict judge,
©observations in that regard. The peo-
ple of the district are entitled to
such information. T believe that the
officers of Texas should take the peo-
ple into their confidence and tell them
of the good and the evil existing in
institutions. The people are entitled
to the best thought and endeavors of
To give a charge to a
Grand Jury, such as this, is perhaps
but I hope
the general good will overcome the
mistake, if any. I believe that any
‘matter effecting the general welfare
of the whole people is of sufficient
importance to call to their attention.

‘Some would-be reformers and a
great many peace officers would hawve
this law repealed outright. They
would subvert the Ceonstitution to do
it. The law referred to is found in
the General Laws, 39th Legislature,
Page 357, and reads as follows:

“The people shall be secure in their per-
sons, houses, papers and possessions from
all unreasonable seizures or searchers; and
no warrant to search any place, or to seiz
any person or thing, shall issue without
describing them as near as maybe, nor
without probable cause, supported by oath
or affirmation.

“It shall be unlawful for any person or

ace officer, or state ranger, to search
the private residence, actual place of habi-
tation, place of business, person or person-
al possessions of any person, without hav-
ing first obtained a search warrant as re-
quired by law.

“Any person violating any provision of
this aect shall be deemed guilty of misde-
meanor, and upon conviction shall be pun-
ished by fine of not less than $100.00 nor
more than $500.00, or by confinement in the

did I not make a few |

county jail not more than six months, or by
both such fine and imprisonment.”

The first paragraph of the above
law is but a re-enactment of Arti-
cle I of Section 9 of the State Con-
stitution; the same provision is found
in the Federal Constitution.

I am a prohibitionist, and have al-
ways been. 1 believe in the strict
enforcement of the prohibition law, as
well as all other laws, by all the
means within the meaning and pur-
view of the Constitution, but I do not
believe in their enforcement by any
means outside of and in violation of
the Constitution.

Every time the people, through the
Legislature or otherwise, give addit-
tional power to public officers, they
curtal and Iimit their own legal rights
just to that xtent. It is the -history
of the race that all men unconscious-
ly reach out for power and authority;
such dreams of conquest are not con-
fined to the men of learning and ed-
ucation, but find lodgment in the
mind of the tyro in the street.

“Power and authority Intotxicates,

And makes mere sots of magistrates;
The fumes of it invade the brain,

And make men giddy, proud and vain.”

Deep down in the breasts of every
man is something—some inate, inde-
finable, unknown quantity—that caus-
es him t{o be ambitious; that fires in
his heart a desire to have and to hold
dominion over his fellows. He yearns
to flourish the scepter and sway the
mace of undisputed power. It was
this spirit exaggerated in the mind of
Louis XIV who, when reminded that
what he was about to do was a vio-
lation of the law, exclaimed: “I am
the Law!” This desire inspires a
man to make excursions into the
broad domains of things wunknown,
and to bring back to us the choicest
and the best to enrich our lives and
minds by their possession; it enables
the soldier to stand upon the battle-
field and, like Jacob’s war horse, to
scent the battle from afar off, and
to rush into the fray; it enables the
orator to pluck roses from the setting
sun, and moonbeams from the ocean's
wave; it inspires the statesman to
stand in the open forum and cham-

pion the rights of the people with

the hope only that his name will be
chronicled after his death on the
glowing list of the world’s immortals;
or it will cause him, like Napoleon,
to ‘*scatter his legions like winter’s
withered leaves;” for self or selfish
purposes; to go to congress or to wear
the ermine of a judge for a season.
Some men abuse power. Usually the
smaller the man the more likely it
is that he will abuse it, and the re-
sult is that in his own sphere or bail-
iwick he is a tyrant. 1 believe that
it can be safely laid down as a fun-
damental proposition that no petty
officer on earth, however good, ought
to have the legal right, in a free state,
with a brace of pistols on his person
and by some  subterfuge or another,
without a warrant in due form of law,
to enter a citizen’s home, tear up
his furniture, mistreat and offend
his wife and children and humiliate
him beyond description, and after
such officer has found nothing save
that he has satisfied his own malice
or curiosity, be able to justify his act
on the ground that he thought he
would find a piece of stolen property
or, per chance, a little home brew.
Some men say that it makes the pro-
hibition law impossible of enforce-
ment. This is not true. Do they
want to destroy the constitution?
Take it away and he is a slave to
the whims of an officer! If the citi-
zens yield one legal right and im-
munity today, and another. twenty-
five years from today, and still an-
other seventy-five years further on;
don’t you see that within the course
of only a few generations his status
will be reduced to that of a chattel?
Governments do not change in a day,
except. by revolution. One genera-
tion barely notices the imperceptible
change taking place, wrought by the
passing years, yet it is apparent to ev-
ery student of history that within a
few generations, unless matters
change, the people will not be free
except in name. Today almost all
the rights of the states have been
yvielded to the Federal Government.
Any Confederate soldier who ‘“fought
for the storm cradled nation that
fell” knows more about this than any-
one else. So far as I know, this is
the only law that has been passed in
a generation in the interest of the cit-
izen. 1 do not mean the boot-leg-
ger; I mean every man from the
greatest and best to the lowest and
meanest. Every Texan ought to feel
that he is independent and free, and
like the *“fabled McGregor, stand with
his feet upon his native heath, and
his eyes upon the peak of Ben La-
mond,” and walk the earth as though
through his veins there traced the
blood of a hundred kings. 1 am glad
that under the constitution and law
of my state, every citizen can stand
in his own front door, even though
it be a hovel, with his wife and lit-
tle children by his side, and shoot
and shoot to kill any man or offi-
cer who attempts unlawfully and
without authority -of law, to break in
and ransack his little home, and I
am thrilled the more when I know
that same citizen can come into this
court, or any other court in which
justice is done, and stand up courag-
eously and unafraid, and say to all

' the world,

“1 have done no wrong.”
This is the spirit that animated our
forebearers, and made this nation
“the greatest that ever arose to an-
imate the hopes.or to bless the sac-
rvifices of mankind.”

“What sought they thus afar—rich jowels
of .the mine?
Wealth of seas—the spoils of war?
They sought in faith's pure shrine.
1 called it hely ground,
The place where they first trod,
They left unstained,
What here they found—
Freedom to live and worship God.”

Sometimes it is said that the men
of today are not as great, nor as good,
nor as watchful of their liberties as
the men of the long ago. This is a
mistake. It is now, and has ever
been ,a predominating characteristic
of the Anglo Saxon, since the twilight
of time, to defend and fight for his
liberty, to defend and fight for his
liberty. This is evident on a thou-
sand pages of history It is revealed
in literature, both sacred and profane;
it is treasured in song and story; the
clarion call of liberty through all the
years has moistened fields of glory.

‘The record is flattering and complete,

and in reading it your heart beats
quicker and your blood courses faster.
This is the spirit that animates all
free men. It is grounded and founded
in the best and purest or our nature.
History teaches men, if it teaches
them anything at all, that vigilance is
the price of liberty. Fifteen hundred
years ago, all men recognized that
the "home of every man was to him
his castle and fortress, as well as for
his defense against injury and vio-
lence as for his repose.”

There was established at that ear-
ly time freedom from unreasonable
searches and seizures, and through
the centuries this same provision
guaranteeing personal freedom from
unreasonable searches, was recogniz-
ed by all the monarchs until the
reign of King John. ‘These rights of
free men were demanded a thousand
years before the Magna Charta was
written, even in the days of Tactius
and the Caesars. Stanley, quoting
Gibbons, attributes the purity of the
Saxon home to its isolation. Before
the Saxon ever landed on the soil of
Britton, the right of an officer to
search a Saxon home would have
been treated as an outrage, and would
have been resented by our forbearers
when they were ‘‘clad in the tawny
hide of a wild beast, and drank blood
from a skull”” Ot that time a well
defined line was run between the lit-
tle huts called “home’” and it was the
dead  line, and the man or officer
who dared to cross it without first
giving the alarm met instant death.
The alarm at that time had the same
dignity that a writ or search warrant
has now under the law being discus-
sed.

When King John refused to recog-
nize these immunities of free men, he
was compelled to sign the Magna
Charta in 1215. At this time the of-
ficers of the crown had been going to
the homes of the people, peasant and
barons alike, without a warrant, mere-
ly -a suspicion, and holding inves-
tigations. The people were compelled
to open their private larders, stores
and lockers. They were compelled to
reveal their munities of title. The

penalties were degrading, humiliat-
ing and unlawful. Eighty years lat-
er the Confirmation Ckartum was pro-
mulgated. The one dealt with life
and liberty of citizens; the other with
his property rights.

Th celebrated law su't of Entick
vg. Carrington, et al, repor.ed in How-
ell's State Trials, throws much light
on the question. Action was brought
for trespass against certain officers
for making a seizure without comply-
ing with the common law. Lord
Camden delivered the opinion of the
court, and held that such a ‘eizure
could not be made, except by n war-
rant, and that any other was in viola-
tion of the iaw.

This is the law in Texas as now
written. This was the law in" 1787
when our Federal Coustitution was
adopted. At the time the Constitu-
iton was ratified it contained no bill
of rights. The amendment providing
against unrecasonable searches anl
seizures was adopted two years af-
terward. The 4th and 5th amend-
ments to the Federal Constitution ev-
ery citizen can understand without the
aid of a lawyer, These amendments
were construed in the Boyd case, 116
U. 8. 616, and in the Weeks case.
These cases follow the principle of
law laid down in 449, and by the
Magna Charta in 1215 and in 1679
and again in 1689. In the Weeks
case, by the U. 8. Supreme Court in
1914, the court in speaking through
Mr. Justice Bradley wused this lan-
guage: :

This protection reaches all alike, whether
accused of crime or not, and the duty of
giving it force and effect is obligatory up-
on all who are charged with the enforce-
ment of the law. The tendency of those
executing the criminal laws of the country
to obtain convictions by means of unlawful
seizures and
ter often obtained after subjecting accused
persons te unwarranted practices destruc-
tive of the rights secured by the counstitu-
tion, should find no sanction in the judge-
ment of the courts, which are charged at all
times with the support of the constitution,
and to which people of all conditions have
a right to appeal for protection.

This language was used by a great
justice of that great court, and what
lawyer of ability, acquainted with our
history, will contend now that any
officer should have the right to search
the home of a citizen without a war-
rant?

George III, after the close of the
French and Indian war, in order to
recoup his losses, levied heavy taxes
upon the people, Traffic was pro-
hibited with the Colonies, and French
wine prohibited. Officers were auth-
orized by what was known as Gen-
eral Warrants, to search and _seize
the goods of the citizen and it was
forfeited, etc. These warrants were
not returnable. They did not, as re-
quired by the ancient common law,
specifically describe the place to be
searched or the person or things to
be seized. It will be remembered
that at this time the Colonists had a
constitution providing against this.
How did they treat this outrage?
“Who were they who first raised
their voices against the right of an
officer, anywhere, at any times, to
enter the home, to invade the premi-
ses, to outrage the sanctity of the
person or property of the citizen by
laying his unclean hands upon a

_warrants

enforced confessions, the lat-

without a warrant
sworn to before an officer, particu-
larly describing the place, and the

person to be seized? They who raised
their voices then were ‘the dead but
sceptered sovereigns who still rule our
spirits from their urn,—Washington,
Adams, Franklin and Henry, and a
galaxy of patriots whose glory will
remain undimmed when the sun is
old and theésstars are cold.” These
were first issued under
George III. James Otis represented
the Colonists. He contended that it
was unlawful for any officer of. the
c¢crown to search the person and pre-
mises of a freeman without a war-
rant as required by the common law.
One Judge Hutchinson, whose name
is known to infamy, was appointed

freeman’s body,

- by the crown to decide the case. in

its favor. In the speech delivered by
Otis that day he said:

I will to my dying day oppose with all
the powers and faculties God has given me,
all such instruments of slavery, on the one
hand, and villainy oen the other as this
writ of assistance is. It appears to me the
worst instrument of arbitrary power, the
most destructive of English liberty and
‘he fundamental principles of law that ev-
er was found in an English law book. As
I+ is in opposition to a kind of power the
exercise of which, in former periods of
Fuglish history cost one king his head, and
another his throne. If the king of Eng-
land, in person, were camped on Boston
Common, at the head of 20,000 men, with
all his navy on eur coast, he would not be
able to execute these laws.

An officer in English or in the
United States at that time—because
we were then a part of England—
with a writ of assistance, or general
warrant, is similar to an officer in
Texrs today without a search war-
rant. John Adams says that during
this famous speech of Otis, that the
child Independence was born. Only
a few years thereafter he grew up to
manhood and declared himself free.
Then followed the tea being thrown
into Boston harbor; the defiance of
the stamp collections, and Patrick
Henry’s ‘“Give Me Liberty or Give
Me Death.” Pitt, in arguing against
the excise in “words as brilliant as a
diamond with many facets and which
bubble as fresh as a sparkling spring
from the eternal hills” used this lan-
guage in referring to the protection
thrown around British and Ameriean
Homes:

“The poorest man may in his cottage, bid
defiance to all the forces of the crown. It
may fall, its roof may shake, the wind
may blow through it, the stormis may en-
ter—but the XKing of England may not en-
ter.. All his forces dare mnot cross the
threshold of the ruined tenements.”

Thomas Jefferson said certain
rights were 1inalienable, including
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit- of
Happiness; that the government pro-
tecting these rights is a free govern-
ment, and the government denying
them a despotism. When he said that
he was familiar with the history of
mankind. He knew that officers of
Louis XIV had without warrants or
form of law, entered the homes of the
peasants of France, dragged men to
the bastile and beheaded them, even
when they had done no wrong; he
had seen their leering eyes through
the cracks:.in the filthy dungeons. He
had seen the doors of supposedly free
men battered down by petty officers

‘quoted herein provides a

of the crown, without warrant in law,
and in their hands no warrant other
than weapons of violence, beating
the citizens, running them into exile
and separating them from their fam-
ilies. They were treated as shrinking
slaves and not as citizens. Our Con-
stitution and this law protects the
citizen of Texas against these very
things. You know that your home
is secure from unreasonable search
and seizure, and that it _is held by
the law against the lawful invasion
of otficers who through malice, hatred
or ill will might desire to enter. It
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