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DRIVE TO FORCE 
EXTRA SESSION 
WORRIES HOBBY

Chairmen of Investigating Committees of Senate and House 
Predict Early Elections to Fill Vacancies— Governor 
May Be Overwhelmed by Politicians and Forced to 
Inflict Another Special Session on State.

Austin, Tex., Jan. 9.— Will Gov
ernor Hobby be able to stem the tide 
and choke off a special session of the 
legislature early in February? That 
is one of the main questions heard 
about the capitol and on the streets of 
Austin. “Up in the air” best describes 
the situation of both executive and 
legislators who are here, most of them 
members of the various smelling com
mittees, and they all, or nearly all, are 
making a concerted drive to force the 
hand of the governor and have him 
call a session.

The governor has made no new an- 
-nouncement of his plans or purposes 
but the chairmen of the senate and 
house investigating committee, after 
visiting the executive office said the 
governor would at once proclaim elec
tions in the districts where vacancies 
exist in legislature and senate. There 
is one senatorial vacancy and nine
teen vacancies in the house as a mat
ter of fact, but whether these al.1 are 
legal vacancies which will warrant a 
call for an election by the governor 
has been questioned. The doubt as to 
the vacancies being such as will war
rant a call for elections is due to the 
fact that but eight resignations are on 
file with the secretary of state as re
quired by law.

Those whose resignations are filed 
are: George E. B. Peddy, W . E. Nee
ley, J. C. Russell, A. C. Hartman, L. 
H. Schoil, Bruce Bryant, M. G. Blay
lock and Sam D. W . Low. The resig
nations of James A. Harley, as senator 
from Guadalupe,, and of eleven mem
bers of the house who have quit their 
legislative work, were not on file with 
the secretary of state according to the 
list submitted by Secretary of State 
Howard to the governor last Tuesday 
and the question is raised whether 
the governor, in the absence of offi
cial information, can take cognizance 
of vacancies where resignations are 
not on file.

It is probable there will be a rush 
from some, at least, of the retiring 
solons to file their resignations so that 
the governor can issue his election 
proclamation to fill the vacancies.

Pressure upon the executive for a 
special session early in next month is 
persistent because the members of the . 
committees who are pressing for such 
session realize that they must have 
some sort of campaign material and 
some sort of basis upon which to ex
plain why the expenditure of some 
$50,000 of the people’s money in jaunts 
and junkets over the state, and why 
they are calling for more money to 
keep up the burlesque of an investiga
tion.

Hobby’s friends, that is his old-time 
close friends, like the editor of a 
Houston paper and the editor of a 
Waco paper, are pulling with might 
and main to stave off a special session 
because they see in such a session the 
ratification of the nation-wide prohi
bition amendment and the submission 
of statutory prohibition for Texas, 
These veteran antis do not relish the 
idea of letting the pro majority in 
senate and house make a runaway of 
getting the state into the dry column 
and they are strenuously urging 
against calling an extra session. That 
Hobby feels the pressure of the drys 
and the demand of the smelling com
mittees for such a call is evidence by 
the announcement on the authority of 
Chairmen Fly and Westbrook that 
they are confident an election will be 
called to fill vacancies. That call 
means that the governor is wavering 
toward their way of thinking, for there 
is no need of an immediate call for a 
special election unless it is his purpose 
to make an early call for a special 
session.

Then suppose Hobby stands out 
against calling a special session in face 
of the appeals of the smellers; how 
about that new law i nssed at the third 
special session of the legislature pro
viding that in event the governor re-

fuses to call a special session under 
certain conditions, then the lieutenant 
governor shall call one, and if the 
lieutenant governor fails or refuses 
within a certain time to call a session 
when requested by a certain number 
of members, then a fixed number of 
legislators may issue a call and con
vene the legislature? Is the need of 
these much confused and per diem 
eating solons for campaign material 
and cash out of the state treasury so 
urgent that they will defy the govern
or if he fails to grant their demand for 
a special session?”

Surely the situation at Austin just 
at this time is an interesting and 
highly enlightening one, at least as to 
the anxiety of some politicians to get 
into the limelight again and seek to 
delude the people into the belief that 
they are doing good for a state whose 
fair name they have assisted in tar
nishing and whose democratic voters 
they have flouted by seeking to drive 
from office on a “Frame-up” a gov
ernor twice elected over their pro
tests and their petty antagonism.

Another element that is pressing for 
a special session is the state reclama
tion association which is eager to 
have the amendment adopted last 
August given effect.

So the drive keeps up and the friends 
of the governor who are opposed to a 
special session are working earnestly 
to head off a call.

Comptroller Terrell has announced 
that he has abandoned his former 
plan for running for governor and At
torney General Looney has announced 
that he shortly will give his views as 
a candidate for the governorship. 
Earle Mayfield, in order to keep from 
being overlooked in these days when 
the action of the federal government 
has robbed him of practically all his 
.campaign thunder as a rate regular, 
has issued a supplemental announce
ment of his candidacy, stressing pro
hibition and taking Hobby to task 
for failure to make the state dry or at 
least give the pros a chance to make 
it. dry. He says he sees the machina
tions of the soulless political machine 
in the antagonism to his candidacy 
and reiterates that he did not consult 
the politicians about getting into the 
race and that it will be unnecessary 
to consult them about staying which 
he promises to do to “ the finish.”

Adjutant General Harley has gone 
to Washington on military matters and 
the drouth relief committee headed 
by Frank Kell will go Saturday to 
make another effort to get aid for the 
suffering farmers and cattlemen in 
west and south Texas.

The many recommendations by in
vestigating committees for consoli
dation of departments, control of the 
prison system, the budget system, 
handling the state’s cash and other al
leged reforms which they think so 
urgent they want the state to pay for 
another session of the Thirty-fifth leg
islature, are too voluminous and com
plicated to be given in detail and it 
will require more than a thirty day 
session if all of them are to be aired 
by their authors and their opponents, 
because there will be several minority 
reports that will add interest to the 
proceedings if a session is called.

All in all there is political unrest 
around the big granite building and 
more than one little politician is be
ginning to -wonder just “Where he 
is at.”

FEARS FOR FARM  BANK.

Congressman J. H. Eagle has advis
ed the Farm Loan bank at Houston 
that the usefulness of that bank is 
imperiled by the possibility of the 
passage of the Weeks amendment to 
the bill in congress restricting loans 
to farmers who plant food crops. The 
house has killed the amendment and 
Eagle urges that pressure be brought 
on senators to agree to the house bill.

Wilson Declares in Favor 
Of Suffrage Amendment

Washington, Jan. 9.—-President W il
son late today told a delegation of 
house leaders that he favored enact
ment of the Susan B. Anthony fed
eral suffrage amendment and would 
make clear his position m  a state
ment to be issued later.

After a forty minute conference 
with the president the congressmen 
issued this statement:

“ The committee found that the 
president had not felt at liberty to 
volunteer his advice to members of 
congress in this important matter, but

when we sought his advice he very 
frankly and earnestly advised us to 
vote on the amendment as an act of 
right and justice to the women of the 
country and of the world.”

The house vote# Thursday on the 
suffrage amendment resolution and 
suffrage advocates, already confident, 
declared the attitude of the president 
made passage of the resolution by the 
necessary two-thrids vote certain. 
Heretofore the president has insisted 
that suffrage was a question for 
the individual states to determine.

POLITICAL PROFESSORS

Our forefathers wanted to lift our lives, to give us liberty and wisdom. In home- 
spun clothes and with calloused hands they strove to conceive the greatest thing they 
might bequeath to posterity. They dreamed and their inspired vision was a Univer
sity that would broaden the horizon, strengthen the lives and beautify the pathway 
of their children. It was the fondest hope, the highest aspiration and the greatest 
achievement of their noble lives.

There may he a difference of opinion a 5 to what constitutes an education but none as to the 
need of an education. There may be a difference of opinion as to what constitutes a Uni
versity but none as to the need of a University. Our forefathers— those grand old men who 
fought at San Jacinto and died at the Alamo— wanted to give us some things they did not pos
sess. They wanted to lift our lives, to give us liberty and wisdom. They bled for us on the 
battlefield and when they stacked arms, they thought and wrought, their sturdy minds and 
conscientious hearts struggling to conceive the greatest thing they might bequeath to their 
posterity. They all dreamed and their inspired vision was a University.

Our saintly mothers— blessed be their memories and hallowed be their ashes— in linsey 
dresses and with sunburned faces caught the inspiration and tenderly rocked our cradles and 
lulled us to sleep, praying for a University that would broden the horizon, strengthen the 
lives, beautify the pathway and make secure the destinies of their children. It was the fond
est hope, highest aspiration and the greatest achievement of their noble lives.

We, the people, are the authorized custodians of this sacred trust. Let us face our respon
sibilities like sons of sainted sires rendering an account of our stewardship to past, present 
and future generations. Our hallowed forefathers are now looking down on the University 
from their home in the skies, their souls troubled as they see a coterie of political teachers 
barricaded within the walls of the University, the entrance heavily guarded by a gang of 
political lawyers and political preachers— twin prostitutes of cunning and cussedness. These 
three professional burglars who stole the University and raided state government now stand 
ready to shoot to kill any one who dares to contest their right of possession. Secreted with
in the University there lies a political machine hidden like a tiger in the jungle ready to 
spring upon any one who dares to cross its pathway. These political shysters, proud and, de
fiant, were able to press a button and order an impeachment of the chief executive with as 
little consideration as a rich man would order a taxicab.

The legislative and administrative branches of government bowed to their will like slaves 
before a master and the results are now a matter of public record and constitute one of the 
blackest pages in Texas history. So powerful was the call of these political teachers—  
these supermen who stand as the most polished perfect and expensive products of our civili
zation— that straw men on the University pay-roll came to life, learned educators who speak 
many languages and understand none, fought for higher education by contending that they 
had a right to draw a half dozen salaries. Over-educated professors, dragging titles a yard 
long, rushed to the defense of the faculty and laid down rules of human conduct that for 
moral turpitude would shock a thief and shame a burglar.

When the Ferguson administration proposed that we have education without graft, the 
faculty hurriedly held a secret session and called upon the alumnae to save the University 
from the attack of the ignorant the inexperienced and the unwashed.. When it was sug
gested that we ought to run the University without padded pay-rolls, the faculty ordered 
the student body to parade in protest against this assault upon higher education and culture. 
When we suggested education without politics the political teachers called upon the political 
lawyers and political preachers to assist in preserving the morale of the University.

These political teachers— your servants and mine— are hirelings, not masters. They are 
the hired hands of the men who follow the plow, weave at the loom and toil in the ditch. They 
should stay in the servants’ quarters and not occupy the guest chamber of state. Their pro
fession has no constitutional rights and when they seize government, they are burglars who 
steal the rights of the people.

The man who votes for James E. Ferguson for governor votes to put the political teacher 
back in the schoolroom, restore the University to the people and make it what our forefath
ers intended it should be— an institution of learning.

SHALL WE HA VE 
A HOBBY? WHERE 
DOES HE STAND?

Farmer Jim Recalls Platform Pledges and Asks the Politi
cians’ Candidate for Governor if He Proposes to Desert 
Old Friends for New Ones and Their Specious Prom
ises— Some Pertinent Questions.

(By JAMES E. FERGUSON.)
Bill Hobby has announced himself a candidate for gov

ernor.
The question at once arises, how did Hobby become gov

ernor? What has he done as governor? What kind of a gov
ernor would he make?

Hobby became governor solely because he was lieutenant 
governor. He became lieutenant governor upon his expressed 
loyalty to Ferguson and the Ferguson platform.

He deserted Tom Ball and his platform and endorsed Fer
guson and his platform the very minute he decided to run for 
lieutenant governor. The question now is can he desert Fer
guson and his platform and again fool the people, and be per
mitted to hold an office which he has obtained by political 
treachery and ingratitude.

The Sunday papers carried the statement of Senator Dean, 
the judge of the kangaroo court, the Texas senate, that he 
endorsed Hobby for governor because he had promised to be 
for submission.

As Dean is such a well known prohibitionist, a letter which 
I received last August now becomes prophetic history. This 
letter was written on the 2nd day of last August and before a 
word of testimony was heard by the kangaroo legislature in 
their attempted impeachment. The letter is as follows:

“ Gov. J. E. Ferguson, Mansion:
“Dear Sir: You ask me to give you the conversation which 

I this afternoon related to some friends as having occurred 
between Mr. Sam Sparks and myself. I regret toTbe called on 
for this because Mr. Sparks and I are and have for years been 
intimate friends, and while he did not claim to be talking con 
fidential, still I did not intend to make the matter public when 
I mentioned it to some friends this afternoon. Mr. Sparks’ 
statement was in substance about as follows, to-wit: They 
are going to put Ferguson out. The house will vote the reso
lution and the senate will convict him. Those fellows know 
what they are doing. When Ferguson is put out Hobby will 
call the legislature together and submit the prohibition ques
tion to it and ask that it be submitted to the people.

“ I suggested that Mr. Hobby could not be governor and hold 
his present position and Mr. Sparks replied: ‘Mr. Hobby will 
resign his present position and be governor and will be a can
didate next election and the pros will support him. In fact 
he is getting weak on the anti proposition any way.’ Mr. Sparks 
also said that if Mr. Hobby did these things he would not 
have opposition in his race for election as governor.

“ Yours very truly,
“O. C. MULKEY.”

Mr. Mulkey is a strong prohibitionist, a former member of 
the legislature and a reputable citizen of Commerce, Texas.

In other words, Hobby in now' declaring for submission, is
(Continued on Page Four.)

R. R. MEN AND COMM 
TRAVELERS CAN VOTE IN 

JULY AWAY FROM HOME
Railroad men, commercial travelers 

and other voters whose employment 
and duties make it necessary for 
them to be absent from their regular 
voting places on election day can vote 
and have their votes counted this 
year, thanks to the change made in 
the election laws of the state by the 
first special session of the Thirty- 
fifth legislature through the earnest 
efforts of Gov. James E. Ferguson, 
who in a strong special message urged 
the passage of such a law as would 
permit absentees to vote away from 
home,

This is an important fact to keep 
in mind, as more than usual im
portance this year attaches to the elec
tion to be held next July. The pay
ment of poll taxes and the compliance 
with other provisions of the law will 
enable voters who cannot be at their 
regular voting place to have voice in 
the selection of state, county and pre
cinct officers, so let no qualified voter 
miss the opportunity of expressing his 
choice among the candidates because 
he can not be at home on the fourth 
Saturday in July.

Railroad men and commercial trav
elers, thousands of whom, hereto
fore, have been deprived of the privi
lege of voting because they could not 
present themselves in person at their 
voting places, now may have their 
ballots counted simply by applying to 
the county clerk of the county of 
their residence not more than ten nor 
less than three days prior to election 
and depositing their poll tax receipts, 
marking their ballots, having same 
sealed by the county clerk and by 
him sent two days before election to 
the presiding judge of election of the 
precinct in which they are qualified 
to vote.

Every man who by any possibility 
may be absent from his voting place 
on the fourth Saturday in next July 
should read carefully the provisions 
of the amended election law and take 
all necessary steps to see that he does 
not lose his vote should he be absent 
from his regular precinct when the 
election is held.

The first duty, of course, is the pay
ment of the poll tax, a duty that

should not be overlooked or neglecte 
by any qualified voter, this year above 
all others, because the campaign this 
spring and summer is going to be one 
of the most intensely interesting and 
important ever witnessed in Texas.

Pay your poll tax, then read closely 
and attentively the following extract 
from the law relating to qualifica
tions of voters:

Any qualified elector as defined by 
the statutes of this state, who expect« 
to be absent from the county of his 
residence, and at any other place in 
this state, on the day of his election 
may vote subject to the following con
ditions, to-wit:

At some time not more than ten 
days nor less than three days prior to 
the date of such election such elector 
shall make his personal appearance 
before the county clerk of the county, 
of his residence, and if personally un
known to such cleik, shall be identi
fied by at least two reputable citi
zens of such county, and shall deliver 
to such clerk his poll tax receipt or 
exemption certificate, entitling him 
to vote at such election, and said 
clerk shall deliver to such elector one 
ballot which has been prepared in 
accordance with the law for use in 
such election, whicti shall then and 
there be marked by said elector apart 
and without the assistance or sugges
tions of any other person, in such 
manner as said el color shall desire, 
same to be voted, whmh ballot, shall 
be folded and placed in a sealed en
velope and delivered to .«rid clerk, who 
shall keep same bo  sealed, and who 
shall also keep said poll tax receipt 
or certificate open to the Inspection 
of any person who may wish to ex
amine or see same until the second 
day prior to said election, and said 
clerk «hall oil said »-»rood day place, 
the said poll tax receipt certificate 
together with the *al«l sealed envel
ope containing satfi marked ballot in 
another envelope, which shall be by 
said clerk then n>*lle*e>. to the presid
ing judge of the voting- precinct in 
which said elector Uvs.*. The postage 
for the entire eorresponder.oe herein 
made necessary to be provided by said 
elector.
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Try a garden in the backyard and raise vegetables. 

Hoarders of food are slackers in duty and patriotism.
!

One dollar will bring the FORUM to you for a year. Try it.

More rain and fewer gales from the frigid north will make 
Texans happier. _ -  •

Home gardens and a little bunch of chickens will go far to
ward food conservation.

A small flock of good hens will relieve you of worry over 
eggs at a nickel a piece and still going up.

Women workers are needed by the federal government and 
in many lines of other employment.

Cord wood is a fine substitute for coal and should be used 
as such as much as possible in order to conserve the coal sup
ply.

Sad to relate there seems to be about Washington these days 
of investigation, delay and red tape far more criticism than 
co-operation. ___

It is suggested that a three ring circus would be a rest cure 
for a person trying to keep up with all the investigations at 
Washington.

Wanted to exchange: A few blustering northers in Texas for 
an old-fashioned drift-lifting, root-soaking rain. Apply any
where in Texas.

The inquiry into the packers* iniquitous methods still goes on 
and the further it goes the stronger it is impregnated with the 
familiar odor of many of their by-products.

S M S  YEARN FOA MORE PEA DIEM PIE IT  AUSTIN
The state money appropriated to pay for investigations into 

various state departments and institutions by ten legislative 
smelling committees is almost exhausted and this hungry band 
of solons, smelling over the state for campaign material, their 
lady stenographers, incompetent secretaries and inefficient 
clerks, having reveled and feasted about three months at the 
expense of the taxpayers of Texas, like Charles Dickens’ fa
mous character, Oliver Twist, are clamoring for “ More!” 
“More!” As the cash balance in the per diem box shrivels 
they are reluctant to turn loose their hold upon the public teat 
and, in order to prevent being shaken loose, they have organ
ized a drive upon the governor’s office to urge the calling by 
the executive of another special session of the notorious Thirty- 
fifth legislature.

Their little, misshapen balloon, patched with impeachment 
plasters and'filled with the ill-smelling hot air which was let 
loose in the halls of the house and senate last summer by a 
bunch of small-bore politicians and place seekers, in the hope 
that it would lift them into high places further to delude and 
misrepresent the people, having been punctured and ripped 
wide open by the keen blade of Justice, wielded by fairminded 
judicial authorities of the state, these wrecked and bedraggled 
politicians are seeking new material with which they hope to 
regain favor with the people. In spite of the fact that they 
have spent the balance left over of the legislative contingent 
fund and almost all of a special appropriation of $35,000 also, 
they want more with which to exploit their narrow ideas and 
keep their insignificant personalities before the public. Then, 
too, they have been told by the state treasurer that while 
there now is about a million dollars balance in the treasury to 
the credit of the general revenue, the drafts upon it will be so 
heavy that the state will have to go on a deficiency basis about 
July, and they do not relish the idea of having to take deficien
cy warrants for their greatly beloved per diem. They want 
the cash; let the poor teachers and the clerks and humbler em
ployes of the great state of Texas wait for their money, or dis
count their warrants to Austin banks, if their needs are press
ing, but the solon bent on reforming and purifying every 
branch of state government must have cash and much of it. 
These junketeers must have the wherewithal to pay for joy 
rides and headache cures even if ihey have to dig deeper into 
the people’s treasury.

So they do not want to wait until after the primaries for a 
special sesion; they want one now; they have said so and they 
will move against the executive office in full force to get what 
they want. If they cannot get a special session they will have 
neither per diem nor campaign material with which to face the 
people who are going to demand of them an accounting for 
that burlesque of last summer which cost the taxpayers of the 
state nearly a quarter of a million dollars spurned and threw 
out as unworthy consideration by an impartial tribunal.

Having failed dismally in their attempt to realize their am
bitions through pretended impeachment and character assassi
nation they are sorely pressed for some sort of excuse again to 
beg the voters for support and indorsement. Besides, don’t 
forget, they want the money out of the per diem chest.

W ill they get what they want?
Time will tell.

Letters From
Loyal Texans

A X  OLD SOLDIER S TRIBUTE.

You will get good reading and reliable information of all 
kinds in the columns of the FERGUSON FORUM; and you will 
get the truth about Texas politics. Subscribe now.

F. J. Heney, who is conducting the probe into the packers’ 
methods of fleecing the public, will come to Texas to get evi
dence as to the operations of the beef barons at Fort Worth.

If the request of the telephone company is granted by the 
city commission of Houston it soon will cost the Bayou City 
patron more to say “Hello,” and he.probably will be tempted 
to abbreviate that by dropping the “ O.”

A federal judge in Cincinnati held no further testimony was 
necessary when a college professor refused to say which side 
he wanted to win the war. He need not have been a very wise 
judge at that to reach that decision.

Figuring out war taxes is taxing the mathematical ability of 
those liable for their payment. There are more kinks in some 
of the provisions of the excess profits sections of new war levies 
than Old Aristotle ever dreamed of in all his philosophy.

Now that the gubernatorial entries are getting on the track 
a subscription to the FERGUSON FORUM will help you keep 
tab on the progress of the race for the gubernatorial sweep- 
stakes. The Forum costs you one dollar for one year; send in 
your dollar.

Hoover says it is: Eat sweets and lose or cut down sugar 
consumption and win the war. If it has come to that situation 
then all should join in using less sugar. Sugar will never 
sweeten the despotism of the kaiser if he should triumph over 
America.

The government is making a vigorous move to crush out the 
activities of anarchists and other plotters in this country, 
which again impresses thinking men with the idea that death 
is the surest and quickest way to succeed in crushing the in
ternal foes of the country.

In the multiplicity of investigations at Washington the 
gather bureau has been overlooked. The distribution of rain 
j v e r Texas has been exceedingly scant and farmers would like 
relief. An investigation in that direction may accomplish 
about as much as in some others.

Noting the fact that General Pershing calls for shoes of 
larger size than ever before for equipment of some of his troops 
the New York World says this call bears witness to the gen
eral increase of physique which constitutes American soldiers 
the finest body of troops in any army.

Don’t forget that among the many other articles controlled 
by the packers’ trust is chewing gum of a widely advertised 
brand, and it might shock some of the dainty girls who are 
working their jaws overtime on it to know all the ingredients 
in the way of packing house by-products that go into its man
ufacture.

The license of a big grocery dealer in New York, doing a bus
iness of $225,000 a year, was taken away before he could be 
convinced that the government is in earnest in its purpose to 
stop profiteering in food staples. The grocer had charged a 
customer fifteen cents a pound for ten bags of sugar when the 
price should have been 8.6 cents a pound. The merchant’s plea 
that he had intended to give his customer twenty bags of sugar 
and was arrested before he delivered the last ten availed him 
nothing and he is out of a profiteering business because he 
tried to prey upon his victims.

Having taken over the railroads and taken charge of the 
coal situation with results that so far, at least, have brought 
about more satisfactory transportation and fuel conditions, it 
is now said the next step in the way of government control will 
be the taking over of the meat business of the country in order 
to stop the plundering and unconscionable practices of the 
packers. F. J. Heney, who is conducting the inquiry into the 
methods by which the packers control many lines of business 
besides the packing industry and some of its kindred lines, 
closed a searching probe at Philadelphia Saturday and opened 
a new one at St. Paul Wednesday. Later on he will come to 
Texas. He refused to say if his inquiry was being directed 
along lines tending toward government control an# said the 
public can draw its own conclusions from the character of the 
inquiry. Receiverships will be necessary for the great packing 
concerns in order to pave the way for the government to take 
over the business and report says that such a step is almost 
certain. That it will conserve the food suppply more largely 
than under present conditions there is no doubt and that there 
will be lower priees is certain if the government takes over the 
meat business of the country.

CEN SO RSH IP OP SOLDIERS’ LETIERS IS PATRIOTIC
Censorship of soldiers’ letters whether letters are written 

from “Overthere,” or from the various camps in this country, 
seems difficult of thorough enforcement and several leaks 
through thé publication of letters written home by some of 
the boys have caused stern orders to be issued by commanding 
officers against the slightest violations of the instructions 
given to the troops. There have even been complaints from 
one or more newspapers because of the orders issued prohibit
ing the printing of anything from soldiers’ letters that can be 
in the smallest degree of benefit to the enemy, whose wide
spread spy system in this country already had been made trag
ically apparent and dangerous.

Of course whether matter from letters from camps or from 
the trenches is proper and safe for publication necessarily must 
rest largely in the discretion and patriotism of the editors who 
are permitted to read letters through the kindness of relatives 
and friends of boys in the army. In view of the seriousness of 
the war situation and the need of secrecy as a means of safety 
for the troops and for our citizens and officers generally it 
would seem that it would not be necessary to give editors fur
ther warning of the great danger of the publication of matter 
that may give aid or information to our enemies.

In this connection the division publicity office at Camp 
Travis has sent out copies of a letter addressed to one of the 
Texas newspapers explaining why the censorship and what its 
violation means. Among other things the letter says: “ It is 
not desired that a rigid censorship be established and main
tained in this camp, nor will this be done as long as the news
papers patriotically co-operate with the plans of the war de
partment. The only way this co-operation can be given in a 
wholehearted way is to take no chances, but on the contrary to 
live up to the requests sent out, for those, requests are not born 
of officiousness, or whim, but are the products of experience 
and, by test, have been proved absolutely necessary.”

That ought to be sufficient to prompt any newspaper man to 
“ watch his step” in the publication of anything no matter how 
trifling that by any sort of construction can be of value to the 
enemy. “We are dealing with a matter of life and death,” the 
letter adds, “ and no news, however interesting, is worth the 
life of a single American boy.”

There is the situation. When it comes down to the real es
sence of the letters from soldiers the matter of first import
ance the recipient, whether father, mother, wife, sister, broth
er, sweetheart or friend, is knowledge that the writer is well 
and doing his duty. Gossip about troop movements, camp or
ders and other details of army life are highly interesting in 
the hands of some writers but they can be dispensed with rath
er than run the risk of having some item of value to our un
scrupulous foes leaking out.

Observation of the censorship rules certainly can do no harm 
and breach of them may result in tragic consequences. No 
patriotic American wants news that may bring woe and death 
to even the humblest of our troops, or militate in the slightest 
against the success of the war plans of our government.

Hon. James E. Ferguson,
Temple, Texas.

Dear Governor: I wish to congrat
ulate you on being thrice exonerated 
and vindicated by the law, and the 
voters of Texas, of false charges 
brought by that prejudiced bunch of 
political pie-eaters at Austin. I am 
an old ex-Confederate soldier, 72 years 
old, have been in Texas forty-nine 

¡years and have witnessed much rot in 
politics, but never heard of such an 
open-faced shame as was resorted to 
in that shameful impeachment trial. 
I told many at first that you would 
come out exonerated without spot or 
blemish. '  I told many voters when 
you announced for governr three 
years ago and published your plat
form you would be elected and Texas 
would have a governor for our own 
state affairs equal to our president for 
our national affairs.

If you failed it was because you 
were handicapped in every way pos
sible by the state officials, instead of 
holding up your hands as the national 
officials did the president’s hands. 
Was the grand jury that found those 
bills so ignorant as not to know while 
trying a defendant other evidence 
might be produced to clear him as 
well as to convict him? The fact is a 
prejudiced mind cannot see but one 
side of a question.

I hope you will have a foe this time 
worthy of your steel, that you may be 
honored the more by being elected 
governor the third time. I hope you 
will be elected by such an overwhelm
ing majority that it will as effectually 
stop the mouths of your enemies as 
did the throwing out of court of the 
last bill against you.

I, as well as thousands of others, 
would like to have a list of the names 
of that impeachment bunch at Austin 
so we can refer to it and, at least, re
member them once every two years.

Enclosed find one dollar for which 
please send me the Ferguson Forum.

J. H. THORNTON.
1757 South First street, Abilene, 

Tex.
P. S.— If you think the above 

worthy of space in the Forum I would 
like to see it printed.— J. H. T.

Editor Forum:
Dear Sir: The issue of your paper 

dated Dec. 20 contained an item of 
great importance headed “Christmas; 
Its Story and Its Traditions.” How 
appropriate it is in these days when 
our country is war-ridden and run
ning red with blood. W hy does not 
the world hearken to that angelic 
song: Glory be to God on High and 
Peace to men of good will.”’

Give your readers more such read
ing. But that beautiful piece might 
be improved. Herod is mentioned. 
The shepherds are there. The eastern 
kings appear, but where is the 
Mother, Mary? And the anxious St. 
Joseph? W as not the Blessed Virgin, 
Mary, the closest and dearest mortal 
which the Redeemer of the world 
had? W e praise Esther, Judith, why 
refuse respect to Her who surpassed 
them all?

RAYMOND VERUIMONT.
Denton, Tex., Jan. 3, 1918.

Ferguson’s Name Can’t 
Be Kept Off Ticket in 

Democratic Primaries

Exigencies of war bring strange changes of the point of view 
in regard to many things. Those who for years have advocat
ed and clamored for government control and operation of the 
railroads of the country have had their dream realized with a 
suddenness that has nearly taken their breath. While strictly 
a war measure at this time, what will be the final outcome 
when war is no more?

The plan of the federal government to build wooden ships 
has been branded as a failure by one of the officials charged 
with the duty of putting it into effect. F. A. Bowles, former 
naval constructor, says the building program for building 
wooden ships would call for more timber than all the mills of 
the south can produce in a year. He says steel ships can be 
built more quickly and are far superior. The committee of 
the senate before which Mr. Bowles was called seemed to think 
profits allowed for the construction of steel ships far too high. 
In the meantime the nation needs the ships, whether wood or 
steel, and needs them badly.

There is no genius in life like the genius of energy and in
dustry.— D. G. Mitchell.

A few books well studied, and thoroughly digested, nourish 
the understanding more than hundreds but gargled in the 
mouth, as ordinary students use.— F. Osborn.

The beauty of work depends upon the way we meet it—  
whether we arm ourselves each morning to attack it as an 
enemy that must be vanquished before night comes, or 
whether we open our eyes with the sunrise to welcome it as an 
approaching friend who will keep us delightful company all 
day.— Lucy Larcom.

Ferguson’s Case 
to Be R ig h ted  

by Texas Voters
Grand Saline Sun-—Sim Florence, 

editor: Governor Ferguson has been 
persecuted beyond reason and the 
people of Texas are not going to stand 
for it. They are going to return him 
to the governor’s mansion at Austin 
next year with the largest majority 
ever given , to any man in Texas. As 
evidence of the fact, I -want to call 
attention to the extreme quietness that 
prevails, politically, at this time.
Governor Ferguson is the only man 
in Texas today that has the nerve to 
announce for governor next year, and 
we know there are plenty of them 
wanting to get in. But they are like 
Pugh’s coon that some of the old 
settlers of Van Zandt county have 
heard about. They are scared. That’s 
what’s the matter with them.

’ vaco Tribune: Former Governor 
James E. Ferguson spent yesterday in 
Waco calling upon a number of old 
friends.

Mr. Ferguson wore a big broad 
smile on his face and seemed to be 
in an unusually optimistic frame of 
mind.

He said he felt absolutely confi
dent of being elected governor by a 
majority of at least 100,000. He bases 
this estimate, he says, on the fact 
that he was able to win over Tom 
Ball by a majority of 40,000, at a 
time when he was practically un
known outside of his home county, 
and that two year’s later he trimmed 
Charley Morris by a majority of 
70,000. He feels confident that he is 
now 25 per cent stronger in all parts 
of the state than he was during the 
last campaign. He bases the latter 
belief on letters and information that 
he has received during the last few 
weeks.

The former chief executive proudly 
¡stated that he was doing his bit along 
another line for the benefit of his 
country. He stated that he has just 
finished planting 600 acres of wheat 
on his farm near Meridian, and that 
it is his intention to plant several 
hundred acres in corn and a like 
amount of cotton in the spring.

He is also going in strong for live
stock. He has a herd of 1,000 sheep,
100 brood sows and 200 head of beef 
and mutton that are now being fat
tened for the market.

Mr. Ferguson anticipates no trouble 
whatever in having his name placed 
on the primary ballot.

Kern-illo Mountain Su b : A s an
editor, we study closely every politi- | so blurs our mental perspective that,

When, without cause, in the clos
ing days of September the previously 
agreed plot to put me, a servant of 
the people and elected by the people, 
out of the governor’s office, had 
caused my resignation so that the 
people would be left free of litigation 
entanglements, to elect me again, the 
crooked politicians laughed and 
danced with joy. They said Ferguson 
is dead. He will interfere with us no 
more.

But their revelry was short-lived. 
As soon as the people became in
formed and realized what had been 
done a storm of indignation began to 
arise in every precinct in Texas and 
now these political vultures are run
ning to cover. The merits of the 
charges can no longer be defended. 
The people and the courts alike have 
put the iron heel of disapproval upon 
the morality and legality of the whole 
disgraceful proceeding.

Thus backed into a corner, this dis
appointed crowd, which wanted to 
rule the state with a college diploma, 
is now making a dying attempt fur
ther to defy and disregard the right 
of the people to rule by saying:

First: That Fergson cannot get his 
name on the democratic ticket.

Second: That if he gets a majority 
of the votes he can not hold the office.

In othter words, their position is 
that if tire people want to say they 
can’t and if they do say their wishes 
will be disregarded.

This is the viewpoint of the average 
inmate or graduated inmate of the 
university. It is the universal view 
of the political demagogue who fears 
to trust his case to the judgment of 
the people.

Let us see if either contention is 
correct.

Can Ferguson’s name go on the 
democratic ticket?

Yes!
Article 3098, Section 189 of the elec

tion law reads as follows:
Any person affiliating with 

any party who desires name to 
appear on the official ballot for 
a general primary, as a candidate 
for the nomination of such party 
for any state office, SHALL file 
with the state chairman not later 
than the first Monday in June 
preceding such primary his writ
ten request that his name be 
placed upon such official ballot 
as a candidate for the nomina
tion named therein, giving his age 
and occupation, the county of his 
residence and his postoffice ad
dress, which shall be signed by 
him and acknowledged by him 
before some officer. Any twenty- 
five qualified voters may likewise 
join in the request that the name 
of any person affiliating with 
such party be placed upon the of
ficial ballot as a candidate for j: 
any state nomination, giving the 
occupation, county of residence 
and postoffice address of such 
person, signing and acknowl
edging the same as above pro
vided, and may file the same 
with the state chairman, on or 
prior to the date above men
tioned, with the same effect as if 
such request had been filed by 
the party named therein as can
didate for such nomination. All 
such requests shall be consid
ered filed with the state chair
man when they are sent from any 
point in this state by registered 
mail addressed to the state chair
man at his postoffice address. 
Article 3099, Section 190 of the 
election laws reads as follows:

On the second Monday in June 
preceding each general primary 
the state committee shall meet 
at some place to be designated by 
its chairman, of which designa
tion it shall be the duty of such 
chairman to notify by mail all 
members of said committee, and 
all persons whose names have 
been requested to be placed on 
the official ballot, not less than 
three days prior to such meeting.

Such committee at this meet
ing SHALL by resolution direct 
their chairman to certify to each 
county chairman in the state the 
names of such candidates and 
county residence of each as 
shown by the requests filed with 
the state chairman. Copies of 
such certificates shall be fur
nished to each newspaper in the 
state desiring to publish the 
same, AND ONE COPY SHALL 
BE IMMEDIATELY MAILED TO 
TH E CHAIRMAN OF THE E X 
E C U T I V E  COMMITTEE OF 
EACH COUNTY.
Article 3102, Section 193 of the 

election laws is as follows:
At the meeting of the county 

executive committee provided for 
in article 3106, the county chair
man shall present to the commit
tee the certificates of the chair
man of the state committee, 
showing the names of all persons 
whose names are to appear on the 
official ballot as candidates for 
state and district offices.
Article 3106, Section 197 of the 

election laws is as follows:
On the third Monday in June 

preceding such general primary, 
the county executive committee 
of each county shall meet at the 
county seat and determine by lot 
the order in which THE NAMES  
OF ALL THE CANDIDATES 
FOR EACH NOMINATION OR 
POSITION REQUESTED TO 
BE PRINTED ON TH E OFFI
CIAL BALLOT S H A L L  BE  
PRINTED THEREON.

and that’s saying something. As we 
gather the present sentiment, Fergu
son has pro friends as well as antis, 
and anti enemies as well as pro. This

Thus it is plain to everyone that if 
I, before the first Monday in June, 
file with the state chairman my re
quest to have my name printed on the 
official ballot, the state chairman 
SHALL file it with the executive com
mittee at its meeting on the second 
Monday in June. At this meeting the 
executive committee SHALL order 
the state chairman to certify my 
name to the various county chair
men in the state. On the third Mon
day in June the county chairman 
SHALL present my name to the 
county executive committee and they 
shall by lot determine the order in 
which my name shall be printed on 
the official ballot.

There is no discretion left to any
body to refuse to put my name on the 
ticket after I file my request in writ
ing stating my name, age, residence 
and occupation. And when some of 
these wise people try to tell you that 
my name can’t go on the tieket, just 
ask him to point out how it can be 
kept off the ticket. If he says the 
election officials will keep it off, just 
ask him which official. If he says 
some judge will enjoin my name from  
going on the ticket, just ask him 
which judge and under what law. If 
they can’t answer these questions just 
turn them over to the fool killer and 
get ready to help make my majority 
100,000.

I will appreciate it, the Texas de
mocracy will be vindicated before the 
nation and it will be forever settled 
that the people do rule.

The claim that even if I get the 
votes I cannot take my seat as gov
ernor is even more ridiculous.

Even granting the attempted im
peachment proceedings to have been 
legal and authorized by the constitu
tion (which I expressly deny) they 
were nothing more than an act of the 
legislature. That action can he 
amended, changed, or repealed or an
nulled by any succeeding legislature 
and it does not take a Philadelphia 
lawyer to know it, either. Even a 
lawyer graduate of the university 
knows it.

Now then, put the question direct 
to the candidates for the legislature: 
" I f  Ferguson gets the majority or 
plurality in the July primary will you, 
if elected yourself, vote to count Fer
guson’s vote and do whatever is nec
essary to put him as the choice of the 
people In their office as their ser
vant?”

Make him answer. By this means 
we will smoke out more political ras
cals than ever before. They claimed 
the right to condemn me, now make 
them give you the right to condemn 
them. The verdict of the legislature 
can no more be permanent against me 
than it was against submission. Im
peachment and submission of amend
ments, under proper conditions, are 
permitted by the constitution. To say 
that the next legislature could not 
disturb the action of the last legisla
ture in attempting to impeach me, 
would be followed by the proposition 
that the next legislature could not 
disturb the action of the last legisla
ture on submission. The people have 
a right to Instruct their representa
tives on either proposition when ever 
they want to. And if one of these 
"smart alecks” says he won’t be in
structed then cut his political head 
smooth off.

Again, besides all other objections 
that may be urged against the kan
garoo so-called impeachment proceed
ings, there remains one fact that set
tles beyond question my right to hold 
the office when the people give it to 
me and proves that the judgment ren
dered against me is not worth the 
paper it is written on.

»Before my attempted removal from 
office or disqualification from holding 
office was even mentioned in any 
charge written or spoken against me 
by the legislature, I resigned the of
fice. That fact is being purposely 
concealed by those opposed to my re- 
election. You can not remove a man 
from office after he has already re
moved himself. Nor can you dis
qualify him from holding office in the 
future after he is out of office.

At most the senate could only im
peach and disqualify a governor in 
office. After I removed myself the 
senate could no more disqualify me 
from holding office in the future than 
it could disqualify Governor Colquitt 
or Governor Campbell for doing sim
ilar filings for which the senate 
sought to impeach me.

The vote to sustain the charges 
against me did not put me out of of
fice. The senate could have voted to 
punish me by requiring that I buy a 
new hat for each of their thirty-one 
lady stenographers and had the pun
ishment go no further.

It was the vote to pass the resolu* 
tion to remove me from office and to 
disqualify me from holding office 
that would keep me from holding of
fice in the future, if at alL But this 
resolution and the vote thereon took 
place nearly two days after I had re
signed. The charges against me con
tained no prayer for my removal or 
disqualification, and before that was 
done I resigned.

So let no friend of mine be de
ceived by the claim that I can not get 
my name on the ticket or that I can 
not hold the office after the people 
elect me»

Little politician get out of the way, 
or the wheels of the chariot in which 
the people are riding to victory may 
mash your little toes and addle your 
little brains!

JAMES B. FERGUSON.

cal phase that presents itself. It is 
ovir duty to do so. W e try to view 
politics from every standpoint. A s a 
resviit, we feel that prohibition— now 
almost if not virtually settled by the 
federal government— will not be the 
only question in next year’s campaign. 
By reading our exchanges carefully 
we are forced to the conclusion that 
James E. Ferguson and his followers 
(and he has them) are going to cut a 
figure; more bitter than any prohibi
tion fight we’ve witnessed in Texas—

at present, we are unable to gauge 
his strength; to say whether it is 
stronger now than it will be or will 
be stronger than it is now. It de
pends upon the organization that is 
put into the campaign for or against 
him.. An army or a  man that takes 
the aggressive fights twice as hard as 
when on the defensive, and Ferguson 
and his friends are now on the ag
gressive. In the next campaign we 
are going to have an exhibition of 
Ferguson strength more than prohibi

tion strength. There will be organi
zations, there will be political deals, 
there will be eliminations; but the 
final result will rest with the people. 
The voter does it.

NATURE’S PATH
(J. Ben Hill.)

He who serves his country well 
Is loved by friends galore, 

Reward awaits him further on 
For his faithfulness before.

Nature plants a charming vine 
That climbs around the tower 

To allure man on to duty
Where dwells the topmost flower,
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Mrs. Mamie C. Birdwhistelle, one of 
Taylor’s best loved matrons, died Sat
urday at the home of her daughter 
near Taylor.

The Morris plan bank at Houston 
expects to be ready for business by 
February 1 with the stock of $100,000 
fully subscribed.

F. S. Roberts, former district judge 
at Lockhart, now in the army, has 
been promoted from captain to be a 
major of the 300th infantry brigade 
at Camp Travis.

The new Catholic church at Marfa, 
dedicated to the Seered Heart of 
Jesus, was formally dedicated Sunday 
by Rt. Rev. A. J. Schuler, D. D., S. J., 
bishop of El Paso.

Oklahoma prospectors are leasing 
land near Belton for the purpose of 
boring for oil and gas. The company 
Is said to hav e$ 12,000,000 capital 
stock.

Sam H. Cown, general counsel for 
the National Livestock association, has 
gone to Washington to look after the 
interests of the cattlemen before con
gressional committees.

Mrs. Hllmar Wunderlich, of Fred
ericksburg, shot and killed a wildcat 
which was devouring chickens in her 
fowl house. The animal measured 
three feet and eight inches in length.

John G. Sabine, for thirty years one 
of the best known newspaper men at 
Texarkana, committed suicide at his 
home by shooting himself with a pis
tol. He leaves a widow and two 
daughters.

Five thousand acres of the Gossett 
farm in Kaufman county has been 
sold by M. H. Gossett, president of the 
Farm Loan bank at Houston, to an 
Oklahoma oil man for a consideration 
of $250,000.

Clerks in the railway mail service 
in Texas hereafter will be paid from 
Fort Worth. Heretofore these clerks 
have been paid by the postmasters at 
their terminals. No reason is given 
for the change.

William Pierson, of the Eighth ju
dicial district at Greenville, has an
nounced his candidacy for the court 
of criminal appeals. There are now 
three avowed candidates in the field 
for the place to be filled.

Charred human bones have been 
found near Sinton. A  gold watch and 
the amalgam filling of the teeth in the 
skull led to the belief that the skele
ton is that of Joseph A. Du lac, a 
farmer who disappeared in 1914.

Representative W . V. Dunnam of 
Gatesvllle, announces that he will ap
peal from the decision of the district 
court at Austin denyir^ an injunction 
to restrain the comptroller from pay
ing warrants drawn on the University 
appropriation.

Assistant Adjutant General Walter 
Woodul on Sunday morning distribut
ed about $40,000 among former offi
cers of the Texas national guard, now 
on duty at Camp Bowie. This money 
is for organization work done by these 
officers last summer.

Richard T. Fleming, son of R. T. 
Fleming, well known Santa Fe engi
neer, has been promoted from a sec
ond lieutenancy at Camp Travis to be 
a captain. Nelson Puett, another 
Temple boy, has been promoted from 
first lieutenant to a captaincy.

The Texas State Fair will be held 
in Dallas this year October 15 to 27, 
three days less than heretofore for 
the period. The directors have in
creased their premiums to $132,000 or 
$15,000 more than ever offered before. 
This increase goes into the beef cattle 
department.

Cupid brought down one of Uncle 
Sam’s fliers when Bob Shanks, civil
ian instructor at Kelly Field near San 
Antonio, landed at Fleresville some
time ago and met Miss Lena Mae Scott, 
whom he married last Saturday. Miss 
Scott was a teacher in one of the 
Floresville schools.

Tom Randolph, formerly of Sher
man, died Monday suddenly in St. 
Louis, where he filled the important 
place of chairman of the board of the 
National Bank of Commerce. He also 
was president of the Merchants and 
Planters bank at Sherman and his 
body was taken to Sherman for burial.

J. E. Mirick, former naval recruit
ing officer for the United States navy 
at Fort Worth, has been given a sen
tence of ninety-nine years in the pen
itentiary on conviction of an assault 
on a 12 year old girl. Mirick’s only 
defense was that he had been drunk 
and did not know what he was doing.

The capital stock of four subsidiary 
lines of the Santa Fe system in Texas 
has been increased with the approval 
of the attorney general who at first 
hesitated to grant approval on the 
ground that roads which, like the 
Santa. Fe, shirk the burdens of Texas 
laws should not be admitted to the 
benefits of these laws.

A  bond issue of $600,000 has been 
authorized by the voters of Nueces 
county to finance the building of a 
seawall in front of Corpus Christ!. The 
bonds are to run fifteen years and the 
state by legislative enactment has ced
ed to Nueces county all ad valorem 
taxes due the state from that county 
for a period of fifteen years.

Morris Sheppard has urged the ap
pointment by President Wilson of 
Col. T. H. Ball, of Houston, to the 
federal judgeship made vacant by the 
death of Judge Waller Burns. R. U. 
Culberson, brother of Senator Culber
son, also is an applicant but the 
senior Texas senator has made no an
nouncement of his choice for the place.

El Paso county commissioners call
ed two prohibition elections, for El 
Paso city and El Paso county, for 
Jan. 30. An election for the entire 
county was called on the filing of a 
petition with the commissioners con
taining 951 signatures, twice as many 
as are necessary. The election of the 
city was called for on the strength of 
a statement made by Mayor Charles 
Davis that he would by Monday sub
mit a petition with more than the re
quisite number of names. The com
missioners decided that the mayor

would have no trouble in getting np 
his petition. There are more than 200 
licensed saloons in El Paso, besides a 
number of roadhouses in the county. 
This will be El Paso’s first prohibition 
election. The circulation of petitions 
for thè election started late last Sat
urday.

El Paso county has voted $250,000 
bonds for the purpose of building and 
repairing the Ysleta road, Donophin’s 
Drive from Hart’s crossing northeast 
to the Santa Fe crossing and the road 
north to connect with the Alamagordo 
road. The vote was four to one in 
favor of the bonds.

Major Decker, of Quanah, Colonel 
Delameter, of Caldwell and Major 
Nelms, of Dallas, who have been with 
the depot brigade at Camp Bowie, 
Fort Worth, have been transferred to 
Camp Wadsworth, near Spartanburg, 
S. C. These are among the best 
known officers of the old Texas na
tional guard.

Former Congressman Robert L. 
Henry, of Waco, has been retained by 
a large New England concern to rep
resent its interests before certain sen
ate and house committees at Washing
ton. He will be out of the state about 
ten days and hinted that on his return 
he may have something to say about 
Texas politics.

Wylie W . Shortt, an engineer on the 
Santa Fe on the Paint Rock-Sterling 
City run, is under $1,500 bond at San 
Angelo charged with violation of the 
espionage act by making remarks 
derogatory to the government and fa
vorable to the kaiser. He denies the 
charge and says he cannot understand 
how any such accusation could have 
been made against him.

State Superintendent of Schools W . 
F. Doughty has received from the na
tional fuel administration board 300,- 
000 tags to be used in connection with 
"Tag-Your-Shovel” day,* January 30. 
These tags will be sent to the school 
children throughout the state, one to 
Joe placed on every shovel as a re
minder of the necessity for fuel con
servation.

San Antonio is engaged in a gigan
tic moral clean-up in response to de
mands from the war department fol
lowing disclosures of vice conditions 
in the Alamo city. Suggestion that 
the war department may establish 
martial law if the city authorities did 
not act promptly brought aboue de
cisive action to stamp out gambling, 
bootlegging and lewdness. .

Prohibitionists have petitioned for 
another election to vote out the only 
two saloons left in Travis county 
south of the Colorado river. This pe
tition is supplemental to one already 
granted for an election in the city of 
Austin January 21, This will make 
four local option elections for Travis 
county within little more than one 
year.

Percy Yolton, a watchman for the 
Southern Pacific, died Sunday morn
ing at Houston from the effects of 
gunshot wounds received in a fight 
with two tramps whom he had arrest
ed in the Southern Pacific yards at 
Houston. The men escaped but two 
suspects have been arrested, one of 
whom was partially identified by the 
wounded man before he died.

President Howard Bland, of the 
Texas Good Roads association, is mak
ing elaborate preparations for the 
aannul meeting of the association 
which will be held in his home city, 
Taylor, Feb. 6 and 7. It is expected 
the meeting will be the biggest and 
most important good roads gathering 
ever held in the state. The National 
Automobile club, the Meridian High
way association, King of Trails and 
National Highway association will 
meet in joint session with the Texas 
Good Roads association.

Henry L. Borden, of Houston, one 
of the best known citizens of south 
Texas, died in San Antonio Monday as 
the result of a fall from the window of 
his room in the St. Anthony hotel. 
His wrist, right arm and right leg 
were broken and he suffered other in
juries from the fall, a distance of 
twenty-five feet to the concrete side
walk in front of the hotel. He regain
ed consciousness shortly before his 
death and said in the early morning he 
had mistaken the window for the door 
to the bath and had walked through 
it. His wife, who was Miss Rosa 
Nalle, of Austin, was with him when 
he died. He was 39 years old.

DRAFTSMEN IN BIG 
NUMBERS WANTED  
ON U. S. SHIP WORK

Execution of Greatest W ar
ship Program in History 
Causes Demand for Ship 
Draftsmen —  Civil Service 
Board Scouting for Help 
in Many Lines.

FERGUSON C L U B  
NO. 1 ORGANIZED 
IN UPSHUR COUNTY

Townspeople and Farmers 
Gather A t Gilmer, Score 
Kangaroo Proceedings and 
Pledge Big Majority to 
Farmer Jim in July Pri
maries.

Washington, Jan. 9.— There are not 
enough ship draftsmen in the United 
States to do the drafting work needed 
to carry out the naval and merchant 
shipbuilding programs. Our country 
is engaged in the execution of the 
greatest warship construction plan in 
history, comprising 787 vessels, in
cluding all types from superdread- 
naughts to submarine chasers. Naval 
appropriations aggregating nearly two 
billions of dollars have been made 
since August, 1916.

Coincident with the demand for in
creased naval work there Is an equally 
urgent call for an increase of mer
chant ship construction. It is betray
ing no secret to say that in both 
branches there is a shortage of tech
nical men available for the work.

The United States civil service 
commission is endeavoring to relieve 
the dearth of ship draftsmen by rec
ommending to the heads of colleges 
and technical schools that senior 
students in engineering courses be 
given intensive training in naval archi
tecture during the coming spring, 
with a view to making them avail
able for employment as ship drafts
men in June. The commission is also 
receiving applications from qualified 
architectural, mechanical and struc
tural steel draftsmen, and is certify
ing them for employment in the navy 
department and in navy yards on ship 
work.

Local boards of civil service exam
iners at the postoffices in all of the 
larger cities are furnishing detailed 
information and application blanks. 
Applicants are not required to appear 
in an examination room for a written 
examination, but are rated upon their 
education, training and experience.

Here is the Whitwam remedy for 
roup in chickens: Go to the drug 
store and purchase eight ounces of 
sweet oil, one ounce of carbolic acid 
and ten cents’ worth of camphor gum, 
mix, and when the gum is melted up it 
is ready for use. Apply over and un
der the eye and between the wattles in 
ordinary cases, and in stubborn ones 
use a syringe or eye dropper and in
ject into the slit in upper part of the 
mouth.

At a meeting held in Gilmer this 
date, attended by many of the towns
people and a large number of farm
ers, "Ferguson for Governor, Club No. 
1," was organized with S. J. W ag- 
halter as chairman and J. N. Ald
ridge as secretary, and at which the 
following resolutions were offered and 
unanimously carried.

Believing in a square deal and jus
tice to everybody, with prosecution 
when necessary, but persecution 
never, we, the voters, in Upshur coun
ty, in mass meeting assembled on this 
date, hereby pledge anew and renew 
our loyalty to and our belief in James 
E. Ferguson, who Was so shamefully 
mistreated by his political and per
sonal enemies, after he had been 
chosen by and for the people.
, We denounce such kangaroo court 
proceedings, dictated and fostered by 
the university crowd and big business 
as being the vent of spleen because 
an honest man would not vote to their 
dictations and we here and now 
pledge ourselves to do our utmost* in 
every honorable way to see that 
James E. Ferguson carries Upshur 
county at the primary and at the gen
eral election by an overwhelming ma
jority vote; and we call on all friends 
of good government and men who be
lieve in the square deal to rally to 
the standard and give James E. Fer
guson the greatest vote he ever re
ceived.

S. J. WAGHALTER,
Chairman.

J. N. ALDRIDGE,
Secretary.

NATION TO BE HIT 
BY BEEF SHORTAGE 
HARD NEXT SPRING

H . A . Jastro, One of the Best 
Informed Cattlemen in the 
Country, Says W orst E f
fects of Drouth Yet Are to 
Come— Open Range Gone 
Forever.

Will Add Dollars to 
Poultry Yard Returns

Heat Is the great enemy of eggs, 
both fertile and infertile. Farmers 
are urged to follow these simple rules, 
which cost nothing but the time and 
thought and will add dollars to the 
poultry yard returns:

1. Keep the nests clean; provide 
one nest for every four hens.

2. Gather the eggs twice daily.
3. Keep the eggs in a cool, dry 

room or cellar.
4. Market the eggs at least twice a 

week.

L A T E  M A R K E T  REPORTS

Cotton

Rosenwald’s Gift 
of One Million for 

Jews Is Now Sure
Chicago, 111., Jan. 9.— Julius Rosen- 

wald says the conditions on which he 
offered $1,000,000 to the Jewish war 
fund have been met.

"You see," he explained, " I  agreed 
to give 10 per cent of the total amount 
subscribed to the fund up to $10,- 
000,000, provided it was paid In full 
by midnight of Dec. 31. The ten 
millions were pledged, and that 
amount was paid up in time to get my 
million.’’

Says Vinson Is
on Wrong Track

President Vinson of the University, 
in his speech at the teachers’ con
vention at Waco, emphasized the 
kind of education that advanced the 
spiritual nature of the student. It 
looks to ns like Brother Vinson is out 
of his box; if he believes this he 
ought by all means to resign from 
his present position, for from all ac
counts the University is about one of 
the most ungodly places in the st#te. 
Judging by its output, as a rule or 
class, its graduates are just about as 
nearly opposite to the doctor’s ideal 
as it is possible for a bunch of men 
to be, a great many of them being 
without respect for God, man, gov
ernment, or the devil.-— Bangs En
terprise.

New Orleans.
New Orleans, La., Jan. 9.— New high 

levels were reached In the cotton market 
here today, the market opening after the 
holiday with a very strong tone. The de
mand was large for both spots and con
tracts and at their best the most active 
months were 62 to 86 points np. The close 
was 56 to 80 points. Spots were marked np 
25 points to 31.13 for middling on sales of 
10,600 bales.

Buying was Inspired partly by yesterday’s 
strength in other markets, by the favorable 
interpretation placed on President Wilson’s 
address and generally hopeful view of the 
political situation but the backbone of the 
advance was the strength of the demand for 
actual cotton in the face of the constant 
rise in values. Topmost levels Were reached 
following the rumor that the French gov
ernment was in the market for 200,000 bales 
of spots.

The ginning report from the census bureau 
was practically ignored. It was larger than 
expected but had no effect on values.

New York.
New York, Jan. 9.— Early reactions were 

followed by still higher prices in the cotton 
market today on bullish advices and con
tinued trade buying. March contracts sold 
up from 31.40 to 31.97 and closed at 31.91, 
with the general list closing steady at a net 
advance of 28 to 35 points. ,

The market opened steady at an advance 
of 6 to 18 points on overnight buying orders 
and a renewed demand from houses with 
Liverpool conections. The'higher prices met 
a good deal of realizing, while there was 
also selling attributed to liquidation of 
hedges against purchases of spot cotton in 
the south yesterday. The census figures 
showing 10,450,401 bales ginned prior to 
Jan. 1 threw no fresh doubt on the govern
ment’s December estimate of the total crop, 
biit were slightly heavier than expected. 
The market on covering showed increasing 
strength during the afternoon on reports 
that the French government was buying a 
large amount of cotton in the interior spot 
markets. January and May sold 37 to 39 
points net higher on the present crop and 
October 39 points net higher and all deliv
eries made new high records. The close was 
only a shade off ffrom the best under rea
lizing.

SPOTS.

Galveston.
Galveston, Tex., Jan. 9.—-Middling 31.75; 

receipts 10,064; exports none; sales 1,187; 
stock 287,175.

Grain
Chicago.

Chicago, 111,, Jan. 9.— Grain advanced In 
price today owing more or less to skepti
cism regarding an early peace. Corn closed 
firm, % @ 14c to % c net higher with Jan
uary $1.27 % and May $1.25%. Oats gained 
Jsc to l% e  and provisions 15e*to 27c.

Feeling that peace was more distant than 
had been hastily assumed yesterday by 
ultra-bearish traders gave the corn market 
an upward slant from the ' beginning. 
Throughout the day, also, renewed talk of 
a possible lifting of the maximum price 
limit on future deliveries tended to strength
en values.

Oats rallied more sharply than corn, as 
declines yesterday had been greater than in 
the forenoon. Besides it was said a week 
of favorable weather would be required to 
bring transportation back to normal.

Scantiness of liog supplies here made 
provisions ascend. Selling by packers failed 
as an offset, possibly because the output of 
western packing houses last week fell much 
under the total of a year ago.

Corn—  Open. High. Low. Close.
Jan.............
May . . . . . .

Oats—  
Jan. . . . . . .
March . . .
May .........

■v Pork—  
Jan........... ..

. . . .  1.25

............ 78%

.............77%

.............76%

$1.27% 
1.25 %

.79%

.79

.77

$1.27%
1.25

.78%

.77%

.76

$1.27%
1.25%

.79% 

.79 

.76 Ya

45.75
45.22May . , .. ..4 5 .1 0 45.22 45.00

LarU—■
Jan............. ........24.00 24.12 24.00 24.12
May ......... ------C4.35 25.10 24.32 24.50

Bibs—
Jau............. . . ..2 3 .6 0 23.70 23.55 23.70
May ......... . . .  .24.05 24.15 24.02 24.15

Chlcag-o,
Cash 

111., Jan,
Grain.

9.— Corn—No. 2 yellow
nominal.

quiet
Liverpool.

Liverpool, Jan. 9.— Spots 
firm.
Good middling ...........
Middling ................... ...
Low middling . . . . . . .
Good ordinary ...........
Ordinary .......................

Sales 8,000 bales, including 2,500 Ameri
can; receipts 2S;0Q9, including 17,000 Ameri
can.

prices

. .  .23.84 

...23 .31  
...22 .79  
...21 .79  
...21 .26

New York, Jan. 9.— Leaders rose 1 to 2 
points and various specialties as much as 
3 to 10 points in the first half of today’s 
restritced stock market, but part of this 
gain was relinquished in the irregular course 
of the later operations.

Trading owed much of its initiative to pro
fessional interest, public inquiry dwind
ling, probably because of the conflicting 
views entertained Regarding the immediate 
effect of the president’s message to congress 
yesterday.

Brokers representing the bull account were 
inclined towards the steels shares, oils and 
affiliated issues. So far as they favored 
any especial division of the list, but the 
movement in those stocks probably resulted 
mainly from, the existence of a vulnerable 
short interest.

The trend of United States Steel, which 
absorbed more than its quota of the day’s 
moderate total, was typical of the general 
movement, that stock forfeiting about half 
its 2 point gain at 94%.

The final hour was enlivened by 1 to 3- 
point gains to fertilizers and some of the 
utilities, notably American Telephone, ship
pings also rallying.

Bonds were irregular, junior rails evincing 
heaviness. Liberty 3%s sold at 98.78 to 
98.64, first 4s at 97.96 to 97.76 and second 
4s at 96.60 to 96.40. United States regis
tered 4s, old issues, gained % per Cent on 
call.

Oats— Standard SI =¿82c. 
Rye—-No. 2 $1.83.

Fort Worth.
Fort Worth, Tex., Jan. 9.— Cattle— Re

ceipts 4,500; market steady. Beeves $7.50@ 
11.50; Stockers $7.00@9.75; heifers $6.50(g) 
9.50;; cows $5.50@8.50; bulls $5.50@7.85; 
calves $5.50® 9.50.

Hogs— Receipts 3,500; market steady. 
Heavy $16.50@16.55; Igiht 416.40@16.50; me
dium $16.25@16.40; common $15.25@16.50; 
mixed $16.OO@16.40; pigs $9.50@13.75.

Sheep— Receipts 500; market steady. 
Lambs $15.00 @ 16.00 ; yearlings $12.00 @13.00; 
wethers $10.00@12.00; ewes $10.QQ@11.00; 
culls $6.50@7.5Q; goats $6.50@7.50.

Chicago.
Chicago, 111,, Jan, 9.— Hogs— Receipts 20,- 

000; tomorrow 30,000; market firm at yes
terday’s average to 5c higher. Bulk $16.25® 
16.65; light $15.80@16.80 ; mixed $16.00@ 
16.75; heavy $16.00@16.75; rough $16.00® 
16.15; pigs $12.50@15.50.

Cattle— Receipts 10,000; tomorrow 7,000; 
market strong. Native steers $8.15@14.00; 
stockera and feeders $6.85® 10.90; cows and 
heifers $5.80@11.85; calves $8.75@16.00.

Sheep—Receipts 5,000; tomorrow 8,000; 
market strong. Wethers $9.70@13.35; ewes 
$9.00® 12.65; lambs $14.00@17.80.

New York, Jan. 9.— Raw sugar was steady 
and unchanged at 4.98 for Cubas, cost and 
freight, equal to 6.005 for centrifugal. Ad
vices from Cuba said that sugar is arriving 
at the ports in fair volume, but.that consid
erable difficulty is experienced in securing 
freight room.

In refined three refiners were accepting 
business but only in a limited way, as the 
arrivals of raw suxar are still light. Prices 
were unchanged at 7.45 for fine granulated.

Chicago, 111., Jan. 9.—Butter lower.
’Creamery 39@4S%c.

Eggs higher— Receipts 2,647 cases. Firsts 
56® 57c; ordinary firsts 52® 55c; at mark, 
cases Included, 50® 56c; refrigerator firsts 
41%<J.

Potatoes—Receipts twenty-five cars; un
changed.

Poultry—Alive lower. Fowls 20@20% c; 
springs 24c,

"I t  will be next spring when the 
country will begin to feel the short
age of beef resulting from the drouth 
in the southwest, and if we do not re
ceive spring rains conditions will be 
much worse than they have been at 
any time in the history of the cattle 
business,” said H. A. Jastro, chairman 
of the market committee of the Amer
ican National Live Stock association, 
and general manager of the Diamond- 
A  Ranch company, with headquar*- 
ters in Bakersfield, Cal.

Mr. Jastro, who is one of the most 
widely known and successful cattle
men in the country, was in El Paso, 
when he made this statement a few 
days ago. He is known and respected 
by every cowman in Teras and his 
views on the cattle situation carry 
great weight with all who know him.

While New Mexico was not hit as 
hard by the drouth as west Texas, con
ditions in the neighboring state are 
worse than they have been at any time 
since the great drouth in 1902-3, said 
Mr. Jastro. Cattle are now in the foot
hills, where a scant supply of feed is 
to be found, but within a short time 
they will have to abandon the moun
tain range for the flats, and cattle
men are dreading to see the time come 
when snow will force their stock from 
the hills as there is no feed for them 
on the lowlands.

“There have been no deaths among 
herds in New Mexico up to this time,”  
said Mr. Jastro, "but we can expect 
them when the cold storms of -winter 
swoop down upon us. From March 
on will be the worst period for cattle 
— from then until it rains cattlemen 
who have no money to buy feed and 
cannot get credit will be up against a 
tough proposition.”

All the cattle that it has been pos
sible to move from New Mexico are 
now in ranges in other states where 
grass is more plentiful. The Dia- 
mond-A outfit has been moving its 
New Mexico cattle to California where 
the company owns extensive range. 
But thousands of head owned by the 
company cannot be moved as range 
cannot be found for them. Hundreds 
of other ranchers in this section are 
facing the same proposition, said Mr. 
Jastro.

Soapweed as a feed is to be tried out 
by the Diamond-A company on its 
ranges in the drouth-stricken area.

"Soapweed makes a good feed when 
nothing else can be had,” said Mr. 
Jastro. " I  went into Sulphur Springs 
valley in Arizona last year to see it 
tried out for the first time. There it 
was chopped down and cut up by 
hand, but we are building a cutter on 
the range at Engle, N. M., near the 
Elephant Butte dam.

"W hile cattle can subsist on soap- 
‘weed, I intend to feed a, small amount 
of cake with it to add nourishment. I 
am now placing a good-sized order for 
cotton seed feed, which is'to be used 
with soapweed.”

With the government taking control 
of railroads, Mr. Jastro sees better 
times for cattlemen wrho have had 
trouble in obtaining cars for cattle and 
feed shipments in the past. The in
vestigation of the packing industry 
will also hear results that will react 
in favor of ranches, he declared. Both 
government control of railriads and 
the investigation of the packing in
dustry had been advocated by the 
American Live Stock association for 
two years. The latter movement was 
born at the convention of the organi
zation held in El Paso in 1915.

With the romantic open range gone 
forever, the time is coming when cat
tle-raisers in this section will approach 
the methods under which the busi
ness is now being conducted in the 
east. The prophecy was made by Mr. ; 
Jastro after he had stated that the 
cattlemen at the convention of the 
national association, to be held in Salt 
Lake City this month, wTill go on rec
ord favoring laws tending to stimu
late homesteading in the southwest.

More homesteading means more in
tensive cattle raising, he stated. 
Smaller herds will be maintained by 
the "little fellows” and a huge amount 
of money will be required to operate a 
large ranch. Under such conditions 
more cattle will be raised and better 
prices can be demanded and obtained 
on the markets.

Homesteaders will have herds for 
Which they can raise a pmall amount 
of feed, enough to carry them through 
the winter months and dry spells.

“The cattleman no longer fights the 
■homesteader,” said Mr. Jastro. “In
stead, he is asking for more home
steaders. When the country is more 
thickly settled the cattle raising busi
ness will be intensified, and the cat
tlemen will be in a position to demand 
more money for their stuff than they 
are receiving now.”

In New York in 1917 thieves stole 
2,269 autos, of which 1,905 were re
covered. Joy riders are charged with 
theft of 428 machines.

American aviators are dropping 
bombs on German lines "somewhere 
in France.”  This is due -warning to 
the kaiser that the end of the war is 
in sight.

Mrs. Annie Sherwood Hawks, author 
of many famous gospel hymns, among 
them being ”1 Need Thee Every 
Hour,” died recently at Bennington, 
Vt., aged 83 years.

Now it is proposed in the senate to 
create a. new cabinet office to be 
known, as the department of muni
tions. Senator Chamberlain favors 
it as a war measure.

In a dispute over the interpreta
tion of a passage of scripture William  
Finley killed his brother, Thomas 
Finley, in Meigs county, Tenn. The 
disputed passage still is uninterpreted.

Charles N. Thompson, manager of 
Ringling Brothers’ circus, died Sun
day in his winter home in Florida. 
He was 60 years old and wras widely 
known among circus owners and 
patrons.

An agreement has been reached be
tween Secretary McAdoo and heads 
of the four railroad brotherhoods for 
the threshing out of all wage disputes 
during the prevalence of government 
operation of the railroads. There will 
be an investigating board which will 
report Its findings to the director 
general.

The commanders-in-chief of the 
American naval and military forces 
have been give» unlimited powers in 
the selection and disposition of offi
cers. This is shown by the sending 
back to this country of Major Gen
erals Mann and Sibert and Rear Ad
miral Fletcher. All three will be 
given commands on this side.

For the first time in railroad history 
earnings passed the four billion marie 
in 1917, the total being $4,188,227,185, 
showing a gain in gross receipts of 
$451,905,438 over 1916. In spite of 
this gain, however, there was a loss 
of $91,876,153 In net earnings, due to 
advanced cost of fuel, materials and 
wages.

Secretary McAdoo has cut off 400 
trains, principally on the eastern and 
middle west l’ailroads, in order to ex
pedite the movement of freight trains 
with needed supplies of fuel and war 
material.

Gov. Emmett D. Boyle of Nevada 
has appointed Charles Baiknap Hen
derson, of Elko, banker and lawyer, 
to fill out the term of the late Sen
ator Newlands at Washington. There 
will be an election for the full term 
senator in November.

One of the victims of an attack by 
Yaqui Indians on a Southern Pacific 
train in Mexico was an American 
woman, who managed to make her 
escape after the bandits had stripped 
her of her clothing. She is in a hos
pital at Empalme, a suburb of 
Guaymas.

Carl Frady, 21 years old, of Com
merce, Ga., came to town to fill the 
blanks in the questionnaire. In des
ignating his dependence he named his 
young bride of less than one year and 
her triplets, three boys, born just be
fore he left home to report to the 
draft board.

Butter in Berlin is $2.25 per pound, 
sugar 56 cents, ham and bacon $2.11 
and five bars of American soap can 
be bought for $1.12. When these 
prices are compared with what is 
charged in this country it begins to 
look as if the kaiser is destined soon 
to go hungry.

The license of H. L. Lefkowitz, a 
wholesale grocer in New York, doing 
a business of nearly a  quarter of a 
million a year, has been revoked be
cause of profiteering by charging fif
teen cents a pound for sugar when 
the price had been fixed by the food 
administration at 8.6 cents.

Twenty-five thousand German 
troops on the Russian front have re
volted against being sent to the west
ern front and their commanders now 
are engaged trying to force them into 
submission, There will be more re
volts of this kind in a short time and 
they will tend to hasten peace.

Medill McCormick, congressman-at- 
large from Illinois, has announced his 
candidacy for the United States sen
ate. Mayor Thompson, the pro-Ger
man mayor of Chicago, also is an an
nounced candidate, and Charles De- 
neen, former governor, is expected to 
get into the race. All are republicans.

The selective draft violates no con
stitutional rights, according to the de
cision of Judge Pollock of-the iederal 
court at Kansas City, who recently de- 
nied the application of an artillery* 
man for a writ of habeas corpus. 
Lawyers the artilleryman will ap
peal to the United States supreme 
court.

Congresswoman Jeannette Rankin, 
the first woman to be elected to con
gress, has offered a joint resolution 
for the political independence of Ire
land. She also has introduced a res
olution authorizing the president to 
require all employers to pay women 
workers the same wages as are paid 
men for the same classes of work.

The nineteenth annual dinner of the 
Association of Young Republicans of 
Missouri is to be dry. The executive 
committee of the association at a 
meeting last week voted unanimously 
to omit the cocktails and wine from 
the menu. The meeting will be held 
in Kansas City, Feb. 12. More than 
700 republicans from all parts of the 
state are expected.

The Chicago Boys’ Brotherhood 
Republic is scouring the country in 
search of the "meanest boy” in order 
to try to prove that in six months he 
can be transformed into a 100 per 
cent good boy. That is some job, and 
if police reports are true the broiher- 
hood will find a plenty of shining ex
amples of the worst boy in several 
widely separated sections.

Having dissolved the railroad war 
board, Director General McAdoo has 
named a new hoax’d of adviser’s, as 
follows: Hale Halden, John Skelton 
Williams, comptroller of the cur
rency; Harry Walter’s, chairman of 
the board of the Atlantic Coast Line; 
Edward Chambers, traffic manager 
of the food administration, and W al
ter D. Hines, now assistant director.

At the auto show in New Yox’k new 
machines are shown which are fitted 
up like boudoirs and several of the 
latest carry tastefully concealed in 
their elaborate upholstery hampers 
for knitting. On one side is an inlaid 
mahogany case with notebook, pencil, 
card case, clock, writing pad and gilt 
stoppered bottles for smelling salts 
and pex’fumery. On the other is an 
electric cigarette lighter, in a similar 
mahogany case, with pockets for 
matches and ashes. Other luxurious 
appurtenances are attached. In the 
face of war conservation these lux
urious autos ax*e not suggestive of cut
ting down expenses. Prices range 
from $2,750 to $14,000, with most of 
the machines x’ating above $5,000.

REMOVAL OF BURLESON
ASKED BY LABOR UNIONS

IN AUSTIN BY BIG VOTE

GOOD ROADS ARE 
THOSE THAT ARE 

KEPTJN REPAIR
W e are enthusiastic road builders 

but poor road caretakei’s. The usual 
practice has been for the state or 
county to build a splendid highway 
and then proceed to wear it down 
into a  string of bumps and chuck 
holes without a single provision for 
maintenance. The imperative neces
sity for constant care and repair has 
been disregarded.

Iowa how takes thé lead by adopt
ing a law placing all countiY roads 
under patrolmen who shall go over a 
certain mileage weekly and keep it in 
repair. Once a good road is built 
Iowa proposes to see that It continues 
to be good. This is the secret of the 
wondex-ful roads of Europe— constant 
maintenance.

No greater good can come from 
federal control of road improvement 
than to impress upon both state and 
community the necessity for mainte
nance.— The Country Gentleman.

Reminding Px-esident Wilson that 
oi’ganized labor throughout the land 
is standing four square by his admin
istration in this crucial hour of stx’ife; 
that thousands of workers have vol
unteered and gone to the camps and 
the trenches, and also reminding him 
that one of his cabinet appointees, 
Albert S. Burleson, of, but far from, 
Texas, has taken advantage of every 
oppox-tunity to show his animosity and 
opposition to organized labor, the 
Austin Tx*ades Council, repi’esenting 
the various union labor organizations 
of. the capital city, at a meeting 
lai’geiy attended because of the elec
tion of officers, by a lai’ge majority 
last Friday adopted resolutions ask
ing the retirement of the "Czar” of 
the postoffice department.

It will be remembered that Buiie- 
sen and his coterie of aristoci’atic pol
iticians are behind the candidacy of 
William P. Hobby, governor of Texas 
by the lottery of impeachment, and 
that organized labor has little or 
nothing to look for at the hands of 
such a gang. He is the friend of 
Hobby and of Hobby’s friends and is 
obsessed with a desire to dominate 
Texas politics through others, having 
lest hope, apparently, of ever beguil
ing the people by their ballots to place 
him in a position to do so in person.

Copies of the resolution adopted at 
Austin wei’e ordered sent to the presi
dent at the White House and also to 
the postmaster general.

It is as follows:
Having noted in the press the posi

tion of Hon. Albert S. Bux-leson, post
master genex’al of the United States, 
relative to the organization of the 
postal clerks in the employ of the 
federal government, and his attitude 
toward organized labor as a  whole, 
and assuming that these reports are 
true, having failed to see any author
ized denial of same; and

Whereas, this is the home o f Hon. 
Albert S. Burleson, we, the Austin 
Trades Council, in regular session as
sembled, and representing more than 
L000 union labor men employed in 
the city of Austin, do hereby go on 
record as condemning the position of 
the Hon. Albert S. Burleson in his at
tacks on organized labor, and hereby 
and herein call on the Hon. Woodrow

Wilson, president of these United 
States, in whom we have the utmost 
confidence, to remove the Hon. Albert 
S. Burleson from office...

W e hereby reiterate our faith in 
and allegiance to the principles of or
ganized laboi’, believing that all labor
ing men have an inalienable right to 
band themselves together for their 
mutual protection, and- in order to 
secure fair working conditions for 
themselves, and we condemn any man 
in public or private life who would 
deny them this privilege.

Whex’eas, this is a matter of grav 
public concern, xve recommend the 
copies of this resolution be given the 
two daily papers of this city, as well 
as the two local labor papers, and that 
copies be forwarded the Hon. Wood- 
row Wilsoxx, president of the United 
States, and the Hon. Albert S. Burle
son, postmaster general.

We, your committee, recommend 
the passage of this resolution by unan
imous rising vote and ask that same 
be so passed.

W e want to take this occasion to 
call attention to the fact that or
ganized labor as a whole throughout 
the United States is standing four 
square by the national administration 
in this crucial hour of strife; that 
thousands of working men have taken 
out their withdrawal cards, abandon
ing their trade temporarily, to take 
up arms in the trenches; that they 
have contributed millions of their sav
ings toward the purchase of Liberty 
bonds, and that they stand ready al
most as a unit to make the one great 
sacrifice— that of life itself, if neces
sary, to uphold the honor of the flag 
we all love so well, and to make the 
world safe for democracy; that we 
think it uncalled for that one high in 
the councils of the nation should at 
this time attempt to stifle organized 
labor in its fight for the principles it 
is striving to maintain,, looking towai’d 
better working conditions for all man
kind; hence, our position, and request 
that the Hon. Woodrow Wilson be re
quested to dispense with the services 
and retire him to the shades of private 
life, W’here he may have ample time to 
cogiate and ruminate over problems 
of great public moment in which the 
■working men of the nation, the bone 
and sinew of the country itself, are 
vitally interested..
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CALL FOR E X T R A  
SESSION WILL END 

HOBBY'S CHANCES
Former Senator T . H . Mc

Gregor Says Governor Is 
Not Likely Thus to Elimi
nate Himself —  Statutory 
Prohibition Would Cause 
Legislative Riot, He Says.

In an interview published in the 
Houston Chronicle of Jan. 2 from 
Austin former State Senator T. H. 
McGregor says another special ses
sion of the legislature is not likely 
because, he holds, Governor Hobby 
will not be foolish enough to elimi
nate himself as a possioility for the 
governor’s office by calling one, no 
matter how great the legislative pres
sure upon him may be. Senator Mc
Gregor expresses his views on the 
spec„al session situation as follows:

“There will be no extra session of 
the legislature until after the primary 
election, If then. To call a session be
fore that time, regardless of the 
action of the legislature, would mean 
the elimination of Mr. Hobby not only 
as a gubernatorial possibility, but as 
a  candidate. To have the legislature 
together at this time and not submit 
for their consideration statutory pro
hibition would precipitate a riot and 
mean the destruction of any man who 
had the power to submit it and who 
did not do so. Prohibition is not only 
inevitable, but is impending, and if 
Mr. Hobby should submit it, it would 
necessarily be under a patent and 
obvious sense of coercion that would 
gain him no strength whatever with 
prohibitionists.

“Mr. Hobby was elected lieutenant 
governor as an anti-prohibitionist 
with the issue drawn in his race 
against Senator Sturgeon. He as
sumed his official obligations as an 
anti and as such was re-elected. 
Therefore, if he should submit the 
question to the legislature and they 
should pass a statutory bill, it would 
give him no legitimate claim to the 
consolidated support of the prohibi
tionists.

WE N E E D  HANDS

Shall We Have A Hobby1
(Continued from Page One.)

but carrying out what Sparks said Hobby would stand for, and 
Dean’s statement that Hobby had given assurance of the fact, 
shows to even the most thick-headed fool that Hobby’s ambi
tion to be governor started as early as last August and about 
the same time the impeachment proceedings were started 
against me.

Let everybody understand right here that Hobby and Fuller 
are intimate and bosom friends. They are the same stripe 
and kind. They run together— they privately and often con
sult together. In Hobby’s testimony before the house he ad
mitted meeting Fuller and having a date to meet Fuller at the 
Brazos h^tel in Houston just a few days before Fuller called 
the house together to present his charges against me.

Bruce Bryant voted against me in the house. Hobby ap
pointed him superintendent of buildings and grounds, replac
ing that brave Confederate soldier, ‘ ‘Uncle Charley” Stowe, 
who was indicted by a rump grand jury for making a small 
deposit in an Austin bank of money accruing from the sale of 
a second hand carpet which was not high-toned and stylish 
enough for the lordly members of the Texas senate, including 
Bill Hobby, and the thirty-one lady stenographers to walk on.

Jim Harley voted against me in the senate. Hobby as quick 
as he could sign his commission appointed him adjutant 
general.

Hobby resigned his Farm Loan bank job and immediately 
endorsed for the job Tom Caldwell, the brother of Walter Cald
well, who also voted against me in the senate.

Numerous other facts could be cited showing Hobby’s com
plete surrender to those who were bent on my impeachment. 
And let no honest man be deceived by his rank, coarse, polit
ical hypocricy when he tries to make somebody believe that 
he had nothing to do with his coming into the governor’s chair.

If there was any doubt about it, just remember that he had 
not got his seat warm before he submitted and approved the 

On the other hand, in such a con- university bill for over one million and six hundred thousand
and said it was the proudest act of his life.

the state a second lien for $2,400 and 
the 10 per cent paid by the tenant 
would make the $6,000 the total value 
of the land. The state by appropri
ating $500,000 for a revolving fund, 
could by your plan, loan $2,400 to

“The Texas people do not like a 
quitter, and no faction in this state 
has ever gone into the ranks of its 
adversaries for a standard bearer. 
They would believe that if Mr. Hobby 
broke his faith with the antis that 
he would not keep faith with them. 
His campaign would lack that confi
dence which is essential in political 
success. Any man who changes faith 
upon a fundamental question while 
charged with the execution of the 
people’s trust relating to the question 
can not hope but to fail.

“As a citizen it is all right for a 
man to change his mind, but when 
he pledges himself to a given course 
and is elected to high office upon 
that pledge a decent respect for the 
people who elected him, as well as 
fidelity to public trust, demands that 
he. keep faith with the people who 
elected him. He may surrender his 
commission or the people may recall 
it, but he can’t change it. So, if Mr, 
Hobby should say he has changed his 
mind and has become a prohibition
ist, which he is not going to do, it is 
not to be believed that the high- 
minded and militant prohibitionists of 
Texas, after more than sixty years of 
ceaseless warfare, now -iiuu. they are j 
coming- intd their own, would in the 
first great fight for victory commit 
their stainless and victorious banner 
to the unsteady hand of a renegade.

GIVE VETERANS 
A  SAFE SHELTER 

BEFORE FELONS

tingency it is hardly to be expected 
that he would look to the antis for 
their support— for to do so would be 
out of harmony with human experi
ence. When Judas Iscariot betrayed 
Chi’ist he hanged himself. When 
Benedict Arnold betrayed the father

Oh, you little Hobby! You inces
santly repeat like a poll parrot about 
winning the war. How in the hell do 
you hope to win the war when you ap
prove an appropriation for the univer- 

„ , , . , .. , sity for the outrageous sum of one mil-
revolution he expa- lion six hundred thousand,— over $800

per student-—while three-fourths of

(By Sally Jane Spottswood.)
W e sometimes come upon a man 

Who confuses book learning with in
telligence. Whenever you find him, 
turn around and walk the other way. 
Home men have brains, some have 
not, and it is always the man with a 
brain that we are looking for. 
Though I appreciate the rapid strides 
which ours and other states are mak
ing in "so-called “progress,” I plead 
that there was a time when our coun
try’s ideals wrere much higher and 
nobler than they are today, and, un
less we get back, way back, to these 
ideals and high conceptions of life, 
something terrible is going to happen 
to us. 1 mean we have got to start 
all over again, from the ground— the 
very dirt, soil, land, acres, farm, 
field— and place agriculture on the 
throne which it once occupied, and 
see that our strongest, truest efforts 
are put forward to keep it there.

Flow are we going to handle and 
dispose of the great agricultural prob- 

-lera- which is a part of the greatest 
labor problem the world has ever 
grappled with, and will continue to 
be long after the war is won? For 
years men and women of character 
and ability have been leaving the 
farm life just as fast as they could 
leave it, until the comparative few 
v/ho remain have to face such a p*’'~ 
lem that their hearts ai-e sick an 
discouragement wrhich meets thei 
every turn is greater than they 
overcome. If this leaving the farm 
continues, it will bring all of us to 
such a condition that men and women 
from everywhere will be forced by 
starvation or some other terrible 
cause to go to the farms, because, 
without farm production how can 
men and women or beasts live? Howr 
can the human family or any other 
family be kept out of starvation 
graves? If we don’t see this now we 
will see it before wre know it.

I will not say that the great mass 
of our people are not as intelligent as 
they once were in the early American 
days, but I am very -sure they are not 
Intelligent in the same way or in such 
a wholesome way. There is today, 
-Ithout any doubt, much more book 

•ning, but if somebody will show 
vhere book learning ever made a 
il, helpfui, necessary man or 

. ..„ii W'hen the old rock-bottom 
common sense wasn’t there to start 
with, I’ll give them a farm. There 
may be less actual ignorance today, 
more know-ledge of mechanical de
vices, sciences, literature and law-, but 
the great march of “learning” is in 
the opposite direction from the pro
ductive, living-making, body-sustain
ing, soil-cultivating walks of life.

Not arms nor airships, nor subma
rines, nor cantonments any more than 
sowei-s, reapers, mowers, dairies and 
silos are required to win this war. 
None of us, not even the farmer him
self, can tell today just exactly how 
this is going to be done, but one thing 
he knowrs, and wre know, and God 
knows, when it is done it will be done 
by the labor of hands, not by the spec
trum in a laboratory, the book shelves 
in a library, or the two hour lectures 
in a class room on the causes of the 
war. Our nation can only be saved 
by the farmer, and as we place our 
boys and girls in the soft and easy 
callings of life, all of which are non
productive, are we doing our part to- 
ward furnishing the “hands?” Are 
your sons and mine not good enough, 
or are they too good to serve in this 
noblest, highest calling? Ho 5rou 
think you can “elevate” your sons 
above this highest calling? The only 
w-ay to learn to farm is to live on the 
farm. Though our agricultural col
leges are endeavoring to teach men 
and women the “theory” of farming, 
do not these institutions, deep down 

their hearts, know that laboring 
\ds” have got to do the work after

lands!” That is what wre need;
- only must we fight across the »ea.

triated himself. I can not therefore 
believe that a man with Mr. Hobby’s 
knowledge of history and human 
nature would assume the perfidy of 
the great body of the anti-prohibi
tionists in Texas, w-hose trust and 
confidence he would have betrayed 
by asking them to elect him governor 
of this state.

“These are some of the reasons why 
there will be no extra session, and as 
John M. Duncan used to say, ‘There 
are others just as good/ and one per
haps which is better.”

but we must fight the boll weevil, 
the drouth, the flood, the potato bug, 
the hog, calf and sheep diseases. The 
farmer who does all of these things, 
sows while some ideal theorist reaps, 
and these pests are your enemies and 
mine, as well as the farmer’s enemies. 
Every day this question of “hands” 
grows more imperative, for, while we 
are paying the college professor to 
teach the boys and girls the theory 
of all o f it, who is going to work? 
Who is going to raise , what we all 
eat— the poultry, stock, or plant and 
gather the crop? I am talking 
about human, natural, hard-working, 
actual toil-stained hands, to milk, 
plow, pitch hay and feed stock.

Do we not, just a little, smile at 
ourselves because we are not “hands,” 
and that our boy and girl are not 
“hands?” and here we go seeking the 
soft, easy, non-productive callings. I 
may be wrong, but I do not believe 
our economical and technical schools 
made farm labor as attractive, as es
sential or as noble to their students 
as they do other labor. This may be 
because farm labor, in order to be the 
best, demands a close intimacy from 
birth and can not be learned from 
books.

I say there must be a rearranging, 
a remaking, a revitalizing and a gen
eral reversing of the present educa
tional system, which will place the 
farm w first, the very first, where he 
”■ be, and where he ought to be. 

ly mean that of all callings 
tg is the highest and the most 
-hie, for farming is patriarchal 

and we can not get behind it. The 
“hand” is the great spiritual force! 
Not the proprietor -who owns the 
farm, lives in the city, and visits it 
once in . six months. W e need 
“hands!” Are yours ready, and mine? 
for we need hands!

Oil King Shivers 
When Standard’s 

Stoves Run Out
New Yoi'k, Jan. 9-— John D. Rocke

feller Jr. has been obliged to close 
his New York home and move into 
his father’s home near Tarrytown, N. 
Y., because the Standard Oil com
pany was unable to provide him with 
oil stove heaters. Mr. Rockefeller’s 
home and those of several other 
wealthy New Yorkers adjoining have 
a common central heating plant, but 
lack of coal forced it to close. He 
sent a requisition to the Standard Oil 
company for thirty-six oil stoves.

“Supply exhausted. Can’t get them 
for you or anybody else,” was the 
answer.

Peril of Pneumonia 
Lessened by Caution

The recognized precautions against 
pneumonia are so well understood as 
hardly to require repetition. But the 
main caution is to avoid exposure to 
the cold when in a perspiration or on 
leaving a warm theatre auditorium or 
subway train, to keep alobf from peo
ple who cough or sneeze and to avoid 
any excess when fatigued. Most of all 
is it necessary to keep warmly clad, 
and when a cold in the head persists, 
to see a doctor.

Pneumonia is an infectious disease 
and its avoidance is not always possi-, 
ble under the best of conditions. But 
it can be prevented by persons in nor
mal health, and the best safeguards 
are prudence and attentiA to per
sonal hygiene.— New York World.

Five members of a train crew in 
Oklahoma were arrested as boot
leggers and the federal agents who 
arrested them confiscated 1,072 quarts 
of booze which had been hidden in an 
ore car. At current Oklahoma boot
legger prices the booze was worth 
nearly $10,000.

the state is suffei'ing from drouth and 
the people of west Texas are appeal
ing for something to eat and some
thing to wear. Is the blamed univer
sity crowd so important that their 
students can’t wrait one or two years 
until the war is over, when a million 
children in Texas will wait a lifetime 
and never will be able to 'go to that 
high brow university over which you 
have appointed a bunch of millionaire 
regents so that the rule of aristocracy 
may be made secure?

Tell the people where, you stand on 
the important issues. Are you in favor 
of continuing the appropriation of 
$850 for the university student and 
$15 for the common school student? 
Answer. I told the legislature that 
for every dollar appropriated for the 
university I wanted $3 given the com
mon schools. Are y„u with me or 
against me? Answer.

You say that you are for submission. 
Does that mean you are for statewide 
prohibition or against statewide pro
hibition? Answer and don’t flicker.

You were elected on a  platform of 
no liquor legislation and that the local 
option laws were sufficient to give 
any county prohibition that wanted it. 
Are you still true to that platform 
promise? Are you? If so say so. If 
you have changed, tell us why and 
when you changed.

If, as you admit, the federal gov
ernment has the power to forbid the 
sale of liquors where military camps 
and soldiers are located, why should 
you desert the promise which you 
made to the people?

Is it possible that you are a slack
er ? Have you lost faith in the na
tional government? If you can not 
trust Uncle Sam to regulate a few sa
loon keepers, how in the Sam Hill can 
you trust him to whip the kaiser?

Again, as you have assured Dean 
and other new friends that you are 
for submission, then please tell your 
old friends who elected you how you 
stand on national prohibition? I am 
against national prohibition. How 
are you? The people don’t care so 
much about what we believe as they 
do about whether we believe anything 
because we honestly believe it. Willie, 
quit trying to straddle a Hobby horse. 
It is only the cheap politician who 
states something which he does not 
believe, or believes something which 
he is afraid to state.

Now, Willie, who told you about that 
$500,000 idea to buy homes for the 
tenant farmer? Do you think because 
a man rents land he is a fool? Do 
you think that because a man lives 
on another man’s farm that he can’t 
work long division or don’t know the 
multiplication table?

In the first place if you were such 
a wise old owl on the Farm Loan bank 
beard why did you not start a move
ment and make a demand that the 
law be changed so that your bank 
would loan 90 per cent of the value of 
the farm without asking the already 
tax burdened people of Texas to do 
anything ?

Instead of attacking the homestead 
law of your state and joining in with 
this crowd wpo want to repeal the 
home ~d law, why didn’t you de
mand t the Farm Loan bank adopt 
a liberal policy in loaning to home- 
seekers?

But now, little Willie, let us see 
about your $500,000 idea. You say 
that you will take this money and buy 
tracts of 10,000 acres at a time.

I guess you mean 10,000 acre tracts 
belonging to the lumber kings of east 
Texas, because you won’t find any 
10,000 acre tracts anywhere else in 
Texas, suitable for cultivation. I am 
sure this is what you mean, because 
you say you are going to pay only 10 
per cent down and make the seller 
take a first lien for so much and a 
second lien for the balance. Nobody 
that has land that is worth anything 
will sell it that way. While you don’t 
know much, I know you know that it 
takes two to make a trade and I am 
sure you had discussed this ftiatter 
with your lumber king friends before 
you put this in your platform for gov
ernor. They can take $500,000 of it 
any way.

Now you say that as soon as the 
land can be put in cultivation the 
state, out of the tax payers’ money, 
will take a second lien for 40 per cent 
and the Far mLoan bank will take a 
first lien for 50 per cent of the value 
of the land.

Let us apply your rule. Suppose the 
tenant buys 100 acres which when 
you have improved it ready for culti
vation is worth $60 an acre or $6,000. 
If it is not worth that it is not worth 
having. When the Federal Farm

each tenant w h o  could raise $600 to 
pay on a home.

Now this sounds nice, but it won’t 
fool the tenant farmer. There are 
over 200,000 tenant farmers in Texas 
and the number is increasing 3,000 a 
year. By lending $2,400 to each ten
ant to buy 100 acres you could only 
help 209 tenants a year. If they only 
bought 50 acres you could only help 
420 tenants a year. If they bought 
as little as 25 acres you could not 
help but 840 tenant farmers a year. 
Now with 200,000 tenants to go with 
and the number increasing 3,000 a 
yeaivand helping of less than a thou
sand a  year, it would take about as 
long to get anywhere as it will you to 
get to be governor on this kind of 
stupid statesmanship.

And then again, Willie, how are you 
going to make this big appropriation 
and reduce the tax rate? If you ap- 
appropriate $500,000 every time you 
help 420 tenant farmers, you would 
have to spend ten million dollars to 
help ten thousand farmers but you 
would increase the tax rate 40 per 
cent over the present rate which you 
are kicking about.

Bill, honest to God, there are 50,- 
000 tenant farmers in Texas that 
would make a better governor than 
you would.

And then again, Bill, you tell only 
half the truth. You say in your plat 
form that you reduced the appropri 
ations by $1,770,000. But you forgot 
to say that you increased the appro
priations by giving to the universiay 
alone $1,600,000. You forgot to say 
that you, as lieutenant governor, had 
helped to pass every one of these ap
propriations. You forgot to say that 
you reduced the appropriation by tak
ing the normal school away from 
Nacogdoches after you and your 
friends got mad because it was not 
located in your home town, Beau
mont.

You reduced the appropriations by 
taking the normal schools away from 
south Texas and west Texas. By tak
ing the A. & M. College from east 
Texas. By taking another A. & M. 
college away from Abilene after you 
yourself had admitted that the loca
tion was honestly and fairly made. 
Conditions might have justified the 
repeal of these appropriations, but 
you and the legislature committed an 
unpardonable legislative crime when 
you repealed the law establishing these 
schools and gave the money to the uni
versity crowd to carry on a revel of 
wickedness and extravagance unheard 
of in the history of our state.

Again you say that domination of 
the governor shall cease. This sounds 
good to me and the people will ap
prove it, but it is awful on Rebecca 
Malindy, I don’t believe it. If you 
had said domination by the governor 
shall cease, then you would be correct 
as long as you are in office or till 
January, 1918. Nobody will ever 
charge you with dominating anything 
— man or measure. You need have 
no fears— you will undoubtedly suc
ceed in putting' an end to domination 
by (not of) the governor.

In conclusion, Willie, I want to 
congratulate you on one bright idea, 
and you should thank the one who 
gave the advice; and that is you say 
you won’t have time to make a cam
paign. You remind me of the nigger 
when he saw his first bear. “Good 
morning, Mr. Bear,” said tne darkey, 
but Mr. Bear answered not. Again 
and again the good morning was re
peated but the bear answered not, and 
finally in disgut the nigger said, “Mr. 
Bear you mighty smart, you say 
nufin’. You know first time you open 
your mouf de white man put a hoe 
in yo hand and put you ter work.”

If you will just find a little time to 
get out and meet a few real men and 
let them meet you I have not the 
slightest doubt but your ambitious ca
reer to continue in an office gained 
by disloyalty will end in a way which 
can be best described in the recitation 
of a school boy.
“A  pretty little boy on the railroad 

track
Couldn’t hear the whistle,
Toot! Toot! Good bye, little W illie!”

Correspondent Calls Atten
tion to the Fact That Con
federate Home at Austin 
Has No Fire Escapes, A l
though Buildings Are All 
Wooden.

America's Program For 
Peace or War Given By 

Wilson in Plain Words

Numerous articles have appeared in 
the public press relative to the erec
tion of fireproof buildings for the 
housing of convicts on the state prison 
farms. In this connection it might be 
well to call attention to the fact that 
the last legislature amended that sec
tion of the penitentiary laws requir
ing the construction of fireproof 
buildings so that it is not, under the 
law, incumbent upon the prison com
mission to provide such buildings on 
the farms.

There are now very few state insti
tutions in Texas which have buildings 
of fireproof or even semi-fireproof 
construction. In fact, prior to 1911 
there was no law in this state which 
governed or specified the particular 
type of construction for the buildings. 
So, today, we find that the Confed
erate veterans of Texas are housed in 
veritable fire traps and dilapidated 
buildings of inferior w’ooden frame 
construction. One of the large build
ings at the Confederate Home in 
Austin is of wooden frame construc
tion throughout, three stories high, 
and absolutely without any kind of a 
fire escape. In the event of a fire in 
this building the lives of many of 
these grand old men would undoubt
edly be lost. Yet, notwithstanding 
this condition which the legislature 
has permitted by a failure to make 
adequate appropriations, there has 
been much criticism on the part of 
legislative committees, who express 
great surprise when they learn that 
the criminals of Texas, who, by their 
own willful acts have forfeited to the 
state all rights of freedom, are housed 
in one-story frame buildings where 
watchmen are on duty continuously 
day and night. There is not a single 
wooden prison building over one 
story high on any -of the state farms. 
And the record over the entire his
tory of the prison system shows but 
one small fire in a farm prison build
ing. The fire hazard of these build
ings is greatly reduced by reason of 
the fact that there is always one or 
more guards on duty who can discover 
a fire at its inception. Then, too, 
every possible precaution is taken to 
safeguard against fire by careful in
spection of buildings, rules against 
smoking, and yearly whitewashing of 
interiors.

It might be well to inquire how 
many free and independent farmers 
are so fortunate as to be able to live 
in dwellings of brick or fireproof con
struction. Less than 1 per cent of 
the citizens of Texas are housed in 
fireproof buildings. Brick school 
houses are a rarity in all rural dis
tricts; practically every country school 
in Texas is of wooden frame construc
tion, heated by common stoves, and 
lighted by oil lamps. Is it possible 
that the criminals of this state should 
be protected and favored far beyond 
the protection afforded our fewr re
maining Confederate veterans, our 
thousands of school children and our 
entire free citizenship ?

COTTON AT 31.50 
IN HOUSTON SETS 

NEW  TOP RECORD
Spot cotton advanced 35 points 

Tuesday at Houston, sending middling 
quotations to 31.50, the highest mark 
in history, barring a few excited weeks 
immediately after the civil war. The 
demand is very strong at the ad
vanced figures and farmers are hold
ing aloof, some Houston factors hav
ing orders to hold cotton for 35 cents. 
Sales Tuesday were 981 bales.

Bell County Cotton 
Ginnings Show Loss 

of 42,636 For Year
Bell county ginned prior to Decem

ber 13, 1917, 23,998 bales of cotton as 
compared with 66,634 bales ginned for 
the same period in 1916, showing a 
loss of 42,636 bales. The decrease is 
attributed to the unprecedented drouth 
which has prevailed in this section.

Washington, Jan. 9. —  America’s 
program of war and peace with def
inite terms upon which the nations, 
great and small, fighting together 
against German world domination are 
ready to lay down their arms, was 
given to the world by President W il
son through an address to congress in 
joint session.

For this program, based upon the 
righting of wrongs and the safety of 
peace-loving peoples desiring to live 
their own lives, the president commit
ted the United States to fight until it 
is accomplished. Thus he pledged the 
country to the allied policy of no sep
arate peace.

“W e can not be separated in inter
est or divided in purpose,” he said. 
‘W e  stand together to the end.”

The speech, heard by congress at 
an hour’s notice and accepted with a 
wave of approval that brought togeth
er virtually every element of both 
houses, was delivered as a direct re
sponse to the German challenge in the 
negotiations with the Russians at 
Brest-Litovsk. It followed closely and 
approved the address of the British 
premier, but was far more specific in 
statement of terms, robbing of force 
in advance any German peace drive 
designed to confuse the entente and 
American governments and their peo
ples while at the same time presenting 
the foundation for genuine negotia
tions whenever the central powers are 
ready to talk of a just peace.

Fourteen concrete proposals laid 
dow by the president began with the

Farmer Needs 3 
Autos to Haul 

His Big Family
Feder Anderson, farmer, of Fisher, 

Minn., owns a 7-passenger motor car 
which, even when loaded to normal 
capacity, only carries about one-third 
©f his family. Another 7-passenger 
car and a 4-seater are needed by him 
if no one is to be left at home.

Anderson is the father of sixteen 
living children. The youngest, a daugh
ter, arrived last week and has been 
christened Marie. There have been 
eighteen children in all, but two are 
dead. The oldest, a son, wras 21 on 
June 30 last. There are no twins or 
triplets in the family. The mother 
will be 44 on January 25, 1918. The 
father is 48.

Anderson has 237 acres of land, 
forth $100 an acre, and can do all his 
farming without help outside of the 
family circle.

declaration that the days of private in
ternational understandings are gone 
and that covenants of peace must be 
reached in the open. Briefly sum
marized, the other points were:

Absolute freedom of the seas in 
peace and war, except as they may be 
closed by international* action.

Removal of economic barriers 
among nations associating themselves 
to maintain peace.

Guarantees of the reduction of arm
aments to the lowest possible point 
consistent with domestic safety.

Impartial adjustment of colonial 
claims based upon the principle that 
the people concerned have equal 
rights with the governments.

Evacuation of all Russian territory 
and opportunity for Russia’s political 
development.

Evacuation of Belgium.
Evacuation of French territory and 

righting of the Alsace-Lorraine wrong.
Readjustment of Italy’s frontiers 

along recognizable lines of nationality.
Free opportunity for autonomous 

development of the peoples of Aus
tria-Hungary.

Evacuation of Roumania, Servia and 
Montenegro and guarantees for all the 
Balkan states.

Sovereignty for Turkey’s portion of 
the Ottoman empire and autonomy 
for other nationalities.

An independent Poland, with access 
to the sea.

General association of nations for 
mutual guarantees of independence 
and territorial integrity to large and 
small states alike.

upon himself to fire four shots into 
his body. The murder, his son, 
Charles, 20 years old, fold the police, 
was the culmination of 1 :he long strug
gle between the modern girl and the 
old-fashioned father, who dreaded the 
pleasures she sought.

“This will be better for you,” the 
wounded man told his wife when she 
rushed into the room. Mrs. Gennell 
and Charles think he meant he had 
chosen the best way to avoid family 
disgrace.

DAUGHTER OF NEW  
IDEAS KILLED BY 
OLD-TIME^ FATHER
An old-fashioned father, set in the 

staid ideas his fathers had taught him, 
and a new-fashioned daughter, fond 
of dancing; cabarets, the white- lights 
of a great city and staying out nights, 
led to tragedy in the home of Emil 
Gennell, 60 years old, in Harrison, N. 
J. His daughter, self-willed and high- 
strung, ever since she had reached the 
age when she could taste the joys to 
be found outside her quiet home, often 
had left the parental roof despite her 
father's protests and commands. 
There were frequent clashes between 
them. She was seventeen.

„The other night the old-fashioned 
father called his up-to-date daughter 
into her bed room and fired a shot 
through her head. It killed her in
stantly. He then turned the revolver

Schwab Forgets 
$2,000,000 Loan;

Is Big Borrower
Allentown, Pa., Jan. 9.— Of the gi

gantic financial operations of the 
Bethlehem Steel company, in connec
tion with war orders for the United 
States, Charles M. Schwab, head of 
the company, had this to say at the 
dinner of the Allentown Chamber of 
Commerce.

“I have borrowed more money than 
I can think of; more than I want to 
think of. I went to the president of 
the Equitable Trust company in New 
York not long ago. I  told him I 
wanted $2,000,000.

“ ‘Well, Charley/ he said, ‘You’ve 
borrowed $2,000,000 here already/

“ ‘Oh, h— /  I said, ‘I ’d forgotten 
about that.’ ”

E. C. Grace, president of the Beth
lehem Steel company, said the com
pany now has under construction for 
the government more destroyers than 
there are at present in the entire 
world.

Lewis Ranch in Nolan 
County Brings $55,000
San Angelo, Tex.,. Jan. 9.— F. L. 

Blackwell of this city has bought the 
old Lewis ranch of nine sections, lo
cated in Nolan county, from E. H. 
Rudd, together with 100 head of Dur
ham coks. The total consideration 
was $55,000.

THE DEPENDABLE FOUNTAIN PEN 
W ILL HEI.P YOU ON THE B  AY TO BIGGER PAY  

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE.
The Dependable Fountain Pen ia guaranteed to be perfect in material and 

construction, and to last, with ordinary usage for ten years. Any part of the 
pen will be replaced free of charge should it prove defective within ten years in 
material or construction (with the exception o f the gold pen point, which can be 
easily Injured through carelessness or accident.)

If we cannot please you, the per may be returned within one month and the 
purchase price refunded.

Try It And Yon Will Buy It.
Friendship in its highest sense, doesn’t mean Wealth, Beauty, Brains or Talents. 

Your True Friend is the one on w’hom you can absolutely DEPEND.
Regular With Gold Bands

No. 2 ..............      $2.50 $3.50
No. 3 ...........................................................................................  3.00 4.00
No. 5 ................     4.00 5.00

Send Money Order or Bank Draft to 
RALPH DAVIS

Selling Agent, Box 289, Temple, Texas

Poll Angus Bull Calf 
Sold to A. & M. for $500

San Angelo, Tex., Jan. 9.— A regis
tered Poll Angus bull calf, 8 months 
old, was sold here by Sam H. Hill & 
Son of San Angelo to the State Agri- 
.ultural and Mechanical College for 

consideration of $500.
The calf was raised on the Hill 

ranch near Christoval and will be 
ised in the department of animal in-
lustry. John C. Burns was the pur- 

bank would have a lient for $3,000 and chasing agent for the school.

Subscribe for The 
Ferguson Forum
— -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Temple,Texas-
$1.00 a Year-Ten Subscriptions $7.50

The State University wants the tax payer to give up $545.00 to educate their 
students. Ferguson said it was too much when the common school students were 
only getting $ 15.00.

Ferguson said that for every dollar given the University three dollars should 
be given the common schools. For this they attempted to impeach him.

This will be the issue in this year’s campaign. The big dailies will give the 
University side; the Ferguson side will be given by
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