
GOVERNOR PUT 
OUT OF OFFICE 

BACK ON JOB

BIG L I E  T H A T  
HAS TO BE 

A BIG LIE; AS IT IS

PRESS TALK ON 
DISMISSAL OF 

JIM FERGUSON
George W . P. Hunt, First Executive of State of Arizona, 

Held by Supreme Court Legally Elected Head of Gov­
ernment Over Campbell, Republican, Who Announces 
He Will Not Contest the Decision.

Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 26.— George 
W. P. Hunt, a democrat, first gov­
ernor of Arizona, is again chief exec­
utive of the state by virtue of a su­
preme court decision handed down 
this week. The decision reversing 
that of a lower court, seating Thomas 
E. Campbell, republican, marks the 
end of a long and bitter political con- 
trovirsy. Mr. Campbell will not ap­
peal from the court’s decision, he an­
nounced, declaring: “My next appeal

will be to the people of Arizona.” The 
court’s decision declares Hunt the 
duly elected governor of Arizona for 
the term beginning the first Monday 
in January, 1917, and holds him en­
titled to the salary of the office since 
that time. It cancels the election cer­
tificates issued to Campbell and as­
sesses the costs of the contest and the 
appeal, but divides the costs of the 
action in the lower court. The court 
allowed fifteen days for appeal.

FAILING TO SINK 
BIG LINER, U-BOAT 

CREW GIVES UP

NEWS LEAKS ARE 
T O  B E  STOPPED 
BY STRICT ORDERS

German Sailors With Orders 
to Destroy Former Kron- 
prinzessen Cecilie Surren­
der When They are Unable 
to Make Good on Orders.

Bar Harbor, Maine, Dec. 26.—A let­
ter from Chester Wescott, steward on 
the United States transport Mount 
Vernon, formerly the big German 
liner Kronprinzessen Cecilie, confirms 
previous reports of the deliberate sur- 
rendg ^f a German submarine.

Young Wescott says that on the 
second trip of the transport, when in 
the danger zone, a periscope appeared 
suddenly close ahead. The gunners 
were about to open fix'e when the 
U-boat came entirely to the surface, 
opened the hatch and displayed a 
white flag, while the crew line.d up 
on the deck.

Fearing treachery, the Mount Ver­
non swung bow on, then sent a boat's 
crew to the U-boat. The men said 
that they had been sent out with oi-- 
ders not to come back until they had 
got the Mount Vernon, as the admir­
alty was pax'ticularly anxious to sink 
the former crack German liner. They 
had been cruising three weeks and 
were short of provisions and water. 
They had mutinied and shot the cap­
tain when he refused to return to 
port, they said.

They were taken on boai'd and 
cared for and the submai'ine towed 
into a French port.

BURLESON’S WAR  
ON P. 0 . CLERKS IS 

AGAIN CRITICISED
Postmaster General Burleson con­

tinues a target for the shafts of or­
ganized labor and the postoffice em­
ployes whose affiliation with unions 
he severely condemns. Here is a x-e- 
cent criticism from a clerk published 
in a New York paper:

In his recent report to congress, 
Postmaster General Burleson recom­
mended, among other things, the re­
peal of the law permitting postal em­
ployes to foi'm organizations for the 
promotion and protection of their in­
terests. And he is moved to make this 
recommendation in the interest of the 
public, for, as he naively says, these 
postal unions have become a menace 
to the public welafre.

Does the estimable postmaster gen­
eral realize what the consequences 
would be if congress repealed that 
law? God knows there is a mass of 
seething discontent among postal em­
ployes, particularly among postoffice 
clerks, due to the exaspei’ating condi­
tions under which they are compelled 
to work, and owing to the fact that 
their compensation has remained sta­
tionary for the past ten years while 
the cost of living has been soaxung 
sky-high. The postal organization is 
the only means whereby these sorely 
tried employes can give vent to their 
troubles, whereby they can seek re­
dress of grievances.

And for the information of Mr. 
Burleson I want to say that whatever 
improvements we postal men could 
extort from congress wei'e due entix'e- 
ly to the tireless effox’ts and unceas­
ing activities of our union.

There is a physical law that sup- 
pi'essed force will burst its confines, 
and this law holds just as true in the 
realm of morals. If the men will not 
be permitted to air their grievances 
through their organizations, there will 
be secret plottings, secret organiza­
tions, with all the grave consequences 
that inevitably flow therefrom. Let 
Mr. Burleson take heed.

P. O. CLERK.

Officers and Men are Warned 
Against Sending Out Even 
Smallest Atom of Informa­
tion That May Help Ene­
mies of the United States.

Drastic orders have been issued by 
Brigadier Genei'al Gaston at Camp 
Travis to put a stop to leaks by 
which news that may be of service to 
the enemies with which the United 
States is at war shall be stopped. It 
has been found that the most sex'ious 
leaks have come from publication of 
letters written by soldiers to relatives 
and friends, who give these letters to 
the press.

The revised orders, which wei'e 
issued Dec. 13, are as follows:

1. It has been brought to the at­
tention of the war department that 
considerable information of military 
importance becomes public due to the 
fact that officex'S and men send out a 
great deal in letters and on post cards 
to relatives and friends, by whom it 
is made public.

2. To avoid the leaking out of mil­
itary information instructions re­
garding secret information "were is­
sued in General Orders No. 94, war 
depai'tment, 1917, but considerable in­
formation continues to become public.

3. The seci’etary of war directs 
that all officers and enlisted men of 
this command be dii’ected to exercise 
the greatest amount of care to prevent 
all military information from leaking 
out and to refrain from discussing in 
public or from mentioning in private 
letters anything whatever which might 
be of militai'y value to the enemy. 
Information of considei-able impor­
tance becomes public through publi­
cation of lettei's; the publication of 
letters is generally objectionable be­
cause, very fx-equently, they carry in­
formation harmless in itself but se­
riously harmful when connecting with 
other. items of appax*ently har-mless 
mattei'.

4. In addition ot the requirements 
of General Orders No. 94, war depart­
ment, 1917, it is of the gi'eatest im­
portance that officers and men be 
thoroughly instructed before depai't- 
ure from their camps or cantonments 
in the United States and also en route, 
with reference to the necessity of 
giving no details of the names, num­
bers or movements of ti'oops for duty 
abroad or en route for Europe; no 
names or numbers of ships; no de­
scription or details or methods used 
to avoid submarines; no infoi-mation 
concerning the patrol for the protec­
tion of ships; no ports of embax-ka- 
tion, departure, ari'ival, debarkation; 
no routes pursued.

5. The commanding officers of 
troops on transports will take every 
precaution that letters are not left on 
board ships by troops transported with 
the expectation that they will reach 
the United States uncensored.

6. This order will be l-ead to "each 
company, battery or troop by the 
commanding officer thereof at the 
formation of l'ctreat for three (3) 
successive daj"s, and will be posted on 
the company bulletin board for one 
(1) week. Officers or enlisted men 
found to be guilty of iixfi'action of this 
oi'der will be vigorously px-oceeded 
against.

PRESIDENT ASKED 
TO OUST BURLESON
Austin, Tex., Dec. #6.—Removal of 

Postmaster Genei'al Burleson from of­
fice because of his alleged unfriendly 
attitude toward postal employes was 
ui’ged upon President Wilson by a 
resolution unanimously adopted by the 
Austin trades council today. The 
action is regarded as significant, hav­
ing been taken by Mr. Burleson’s 
townfolks.

Strong language can not always be avoided. The truth can only be told by telling the 
truth. A spade some times has to be called a spade.

When a lie is a lie there is no way truthfully to describe it but to call it a lie; just a plain
lie.

The Houston Post is the most contemptible, dirty, low-down lying concern that was ever 
permitted to circulate among respectable people. There is no lie it will not tell to carry out 
its purpose. There is no character however clean that it will not deliberately lie about if 
it is thought necessary to bolster up the crooked political purposes of its publication.

Recently this lie factory, the Houston Post, has been working overtime in its columns in 
a labored attempt to cast a reflection on the character and official acts of Hon. John Shelton, 
district attorney of the Austin district court, where the University kangaroo indictments 
against me and other friends were quashed and dismissed because the same were insufficient 
in law or fact.

It, the Houston Post, says that Mr. Shelton was my friend and that I was permitted to go 
free upon technical grounds and that there was plenty of evidence to sustain the indictments 
found by this famous Travis county grand jury.

Before I go further, I want to call attention to the fact that The Forum, which was 
launched as a destroyer of newspaper submarines like the Post, has begun to get in its work. 
Most of the big dailies, including the Post, after the kangaroo proceedings at Austin, started 
out to kill me politically by silence. I went to Stephenville on December 3rd and spoke to 
more than 3,000 farmers, who did me the honor to stand for nearly two hours while I ex­
plained how the University crowd had secured my indictment by a rump grand jury and 
had attempted to have me impeached by a liquor-drinking, card playing, lady-loving legisla­
ture. The Houston Post deliberately changed the figures which its own correspondent sent 
in and, away over near the classified ad column, in small type, said that I had only 300 people.

But now realizing that the people are becoming aroused to the fact that a great wrong 
has been committed, this shine Post has weakened, and afraid like the “niggers’ ’’ coon, is 
turning its editors and staff writers loose on me in columns and double columns and big head­
lines in a vain attempt to stop this rapidly rising fire of indignation which will sweep this 
state by the time grass rises again.

Old Rebecca Malindy, if Ferguson is dead, why all this explanation. If the people don’t 
want Ferguson what difference does it make whether I escaped on a technicality or not. If the 
university is going to name the next governor what difference does it make whether John 
Shelton did right or wrong? My dear old sister Vanity, we are going to have the dad-blamed- 
est run away scrape next summer that you ever saw in all your career of thirty years of poli­
tics in Texas.

Whether you, old Post, want to or not I am going to make you come off your roost and 
give me all the publicity that is necessary to show your connection with one of the dirtiest 
outrages that was ever perpetrated upon the servant of a free people.

You say that the cases against me were dismissed on a technicality. I deny it and call 
upon the record to show your wilful misrepresentation.

In the first place you say that the 
grand jury was warranted in indicting 
me for using the fund for the support 
of the governor’s mansion, which had 
been appropriated by the legislature 
for that purpose. You say that fif­
teen state senators voted to sustain 
the chai'ge.

But you stop your lie factoi'y ma­
chinery very short, and fail to print the 
fact that sixteen senators, including 
some of the worst enemies I ever had, 
voted against the charge. In other 
words Mr. Shelton, the district attor- 

I ney, with the approval of Judge Ham- 
| ilton, dismissed a charge against me 
which exren the kangaroo Texas sen­
ate would not sustain. The idea of 
indicting me for spending some money 
which the legislature appropriated 
for that purpose is so painfully ridic­
ulous, that nobody but an old broken 
down editor whose ignorance is only 
exceeded by his vanity would stop to 
argue it for a minute.

If this figure-head grand jury 
thought there was a chance to con­
vict somebody on this kind of facts 
why did they not indict Govei'nor Col­
quitt, who spent the same kind of an 
appropriation in the same way? If it 
was a crime to buy gasoline out of the 
mansion fund in Ferguson’s time, it 
was also a crime in Colquitt's time. 
Why indict Ferguson and not Col­
quitt?

This rump grand jury knew, or 
could have known as it was in all the 
newspapers in Austin, that Governor 
Campbell bought visiting cards and 
even paid $3.00 for one flower—a 
poinsetta— out of the mansion fund. 
By the same way they knew of, or 
could have known of, Governor Say­
ers paying out of the mansion fund 
$2.50 for the rent on a swallow-tail 
coat for a big “buck nigger” to wear 
at one of his big society receptions.

Why did this sweet-scented grand 
jury fail to indict Campbell, Colquitt 
and Sayers? They were for the uni­
versity and its autocratic ways and 
Ferguson was against the extravagant 
university. That’s the reason and 
everybody knows it. Mr. Shelton sim­
ply told Judge Hamilton the facts and 
the judge agreed that a conviction 
could not be had.

No technicality, but no case.
Now again, old Post, you raise a big 

howl about the indictment in x-efer- 
ence to the $5,600 transaction. All 
the facts before the grand jury show­
ed that this charge grew out of an 
erroneous charge made by the cashier 
of the Temple State bank against my 
account as governor instead of being 
charged against my individual ac­
count. Even the kangaroo senate 
never charged me writh making this 
charge or even intending or attempt­
ing to embezzle or convert the money 
to my own use and benefit.

But, whether I did or didn’t, it all 
happened in Bell county and the most

ignorant man that ever sat on a jury 
would know that the case could not 
be tried in Travis county. John Shel­
ton told the grand jury so at the time 
they found the indictment. He told 
the court the same thing and the 
case went up in smoke; not on a 
technicality but because the rump 
grand ’ jury which found the indict­
ment had not told the truth when 
they said something had happened in 
Travis county when it had not hap­
pened anywhere.

Again, old Post, to satisfy the spleen 
of the drunkards and reformed 
drunkards who influence your utter­
ances, you say that the indictments 
against me growing out of the pay­
ments of the money of the Canyon 
City fund, were dismissed on a tech­
nicality and -were not considered on 
their merits; and that this great 
grand jury had to find these indict­
ments or violate their official oath. 
In the first place if all this' is true 
why didn’t they indict Governor Col­
quitt, wSo had had this fund in the 
banks owned by his friends for 
months before I went in office? If 
they were so blamed anxious to indict 
somebody for not putting the money 
in the treasury why didn’t they indict 
the state treasurer, who belongs to the 
clearing house of the Austin banks 
and, who the testimony showed, time 
and again had hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in banks in Austin?

Why did they not indict the comp­
troller who had thousands of dollars 
in the Austin banks? Why didn’t 
they indict the attorney general who 
had contiixuous deposits in the banks 
in Austin? Yes, old Post, you old, 
rotten political hypocrite, 'while you 
claim to be making an analysis of the 
court records, why don’t you tell the 
people why this grand jury should 
make fish of one and fowl of the oth­
er? Yes, you old blatherskite, if you 
and your Travis county grand jury 
were so awfully anxious to convict 
somebody for not depositing money in 
the treasury why did they not indict 
the university officials •who for the 
last four years have had never less 
than $37,000 and as high as $157,000 
in one bank in Austin?

You and the kangaroo senate raised 
all sorts of hades because $250,000 
x-emained in the Temple State bank 
for forty-five days without interest 
and was paid into the treasury as the 
law requires, and yet you are as silent 
as an oyster on the fact that the uni­
versity kept in one bank in Austin for 
FORTY-FIVE MONTHS without in­
terest and never had paid it in, and 
this in the face of an express law 
which says that the state treasurer 
shall be the treasurer of the univer­
sity.

These seven indictments against me 
were bi-ought under article 96 of the 
criminal code which says:

“That any officer of the government 
who is by law a receiver and deposi­
tory of money, who shall fraudulently 
misapply or convei't to his own use 
any public funds, etc., shall be guilty 
of a felony.”

When this special fund came into 
my hands for building the Canyon 
City school, I used it to build the 
school and applied it to that purpose. 
It was intended to be put in a building 
and not put in a treasury. Nobody 
has ever charged that one cent of the 
money was taken or withheld by me. 
The only crime alleged was that I did

not put it in the treasury instead of 
putting it in a building.

John Skelton told the grand jury 
that it was useless to indict me on 
this charge. That the law was in­
tended for treasurers and tax collect­
ors who were receivers and deposi­
tories of public money and that under 
no circumstances could it apply to the 
governor using a special fund for a 
special purpose and who wras not by 
law a receiver or depository of money. 
I made no denial that the money came 
into my hands and nobody denied 
that I had used it for the proper pur­
pose for which it was intended. Upon 
motion of my attorneys, and not Mr. 
Shelton, these seven indictments were 
quashed by the court and in a writ­
ten opinion Judge Hamilton said that 
I “as governor was not a receiver or 
depository of money” and therefore, 
as I had violated no law, it would be 
impossible for any district attorney to 
write an indictment against me under 
that law.

It makes quite a difference when 
you put a case up to a legal court and 
when you put it up to a political grand 
jury.

So, old Post, you will have to speed 
up the machinery in your lie factory 
if you expect to convince the people 
that these indictments were not in­
spired by the university and members 
of the ex-students’ association so that 
it would have an effect upon the fools 
in the legislature to get them to vote 
to Impeach me because I had vetoed 
the university appropriation bill 
which gave $545 to every university 
student while the rest of the children 
in the common schools get only $15 
every two years.

To perpetuate this corruption and 
extravagance this same university in­
spired the indictment against John 
McKay and Church Bartlett, who have 
always lived honestly and accounted 
for every dollar.

They even indicted Chas. O. Austin 
and Chester Terrell, the bosom friend 
of Fuller, who prosecuted me before 
the legislature, told Judge Hamilton 
that there was not in the record any 
fact or circumstance that would jus­
tify the court in submitting the cases 
to a jury.

And as a climax to this damnable 
political perfidy, with which you old 
Post, have been so intimately con­
nected, this same university influence 
caused this figure head grand jury 
to indict good old Chai'ley Stowe, a 
gallant Confederate soldier, for de­
positing the proceeds of a sale of a 
second-hand carpet, to-wit, $135, In 
a bank in Austin where he kept it 
until time to make his regular repoi’t, 
when he in accordance with law, put 
it in the treasury. Uncle Charley, 
beloved and respected by the people 
of Grayson county, after living his 
three score and ten years without a 
mark against his name, must now, 
the rest of the declining years of his 
life, bear the stain of having been in­
dicted for a felony because the gov­
ernor who appointed him vetoed an 
appropriation made for a lot of fools 
who had gone hog-wild about higher 
education.

And, as if to add insult to injury, 
you, old crooked Post, come along 
and criticize an honest judge, who 
says, in effect, that the whole pro­
ceeding wras conceived in sin and 
brought forth in iniquity.

JAMES E. FERGUSON.

All Texas Shows interest in Outcome of Kangaroo Proceed­
ings At Austin.— Abuse of Power of Legislature Is De­
nounced by Editors W ho Hail Result As Vindication of 
Governor’s Record.

A prejudiced legislatui’e has cast 
! a shadow across the career of a man 
that the courts have said is innocent.

A prejudiced legislature with the 
power of a court, but with none of 
its safeguards for the defense, con­
victed James E. Ferguson of eleven 
crimes, and assessed the penalty at 
disgrace and disfranchisement from 
ever holding public office.

It took from him the valuable po­
sition of governor, to which the peo­
ple overwhelmingly elected him, with­
out allowing him to serve out his term 
or take his case to the people.

The courts could not find enough 
in the indictments to even go to trial 
on, and dismissed the cases on mo­
tion of the state’s attorney, without 
a trial.

If he was guilty of the crimes that 
merited the severe punishment meted 
but to him, by prejudiced political 
opponents, and the influence of those 
who were mad at him because of his 
veto of the university appropriation; 
it looks as if some of the charges 
could have been sustained in a court 
of justice.

But were they? Not a one.-
The power of the legislature has 

been shamefully abused. — Gilmer 
Mirror.

There will be no trial of former 
Gov. James E. Ferguson, for the good 
and sufficient l'eason that all the in­
dictments found against him have been 
quashed on the motion of the distx'ict 
attorney of Travis county.

This is no argument, either pro or 
con, in relation to the Ferguson case, 
but it is well to look the facts in the 
face.

The coui'ts have held that James E. 
Ferguson is blameless in respect to 
the charges made against him by the 
legislature of Texas, and because of 
which it impeached and dismissed him 
from office. If the courts have hot 
held him blameless, they have, at 
least,, decided that there is no cause 
for action. If there is no cause for 
action in the courts, what cause for 
action was there in the legislature?

There is great force in this ai'gu- 
ment, which will without doubt be 
advanced by Mr. Ferguson in his cam­
paign for the governorship, and not 
even his strongest enemies can deny 
that there is much merit in the con­
tention.

It is admitted on all sides that 
James E. Ferguson had many per­
sonal and political enemies in the leg­
islature and it is also admitted that all 
his political enemies were in favor 
of his impeachment as his political 
friends were against it.

Now comes a court without political 
bias and says that the charges on 
which James E. Fei'guson was ousted 
from the governorship have no stand­
ing. ’

The several questions that ai-e 
plainly obvious will call for extended 
and heated debate when the cam­
paign is in full swing. What is more 
those questions are going to be ex­
ceedingly difficult to answer. —  San 
Antonio Light.

The Gilmer Mirror is one of the 
few papers still sticking close to Gov­
ernor Ferguson. The Mirror says the 
refusal of the court to sustain the 
indictments against the ex-governor 
is a strong reflection on the legisla­
ture—Athens Review".

When, the legislature impeached 
Governor Ferguson, we were ready 
to believe that in spite of their prej­
udices, and the influence of the Uni­
versity crowd, there was good grounds 
for his impeachment, for we knew 
at that time that there were a num­
ber of bills pending against him re­
turned by the Trayis county grand 
jury, but when we learned that these

bills were returned against the ad­
vice of the district attorney, who in­
formed the jury that there was not 
sufficient evidence to convict, and 
when they came up for trial, and he 
announced ready, and the district at­
torney asked the coux't to dismiss 
them because there was not sufficient 
evidence on which to go to trial, w'e 
realized that Governor Ferguson had 
been outrageously treated. That his 
good name had been tarnished be­
yond the power of any one to ever 
W'ipe it out, his family humiliated, 
and the office to which he had been 
elected taken away from him to sat­
isfy the animosity engendered because 
he dared veto the university appropri­
ation, which the people of Texas, be­
lieve excessive. With many of our 
young men answering the call of the 
coloi's it stands to reason that there 
will not be as large an attendance 
as heretofore, and the university, 
economically administered, could get 
along on much less money than here­
tofore. The ex-students all over Texas 
rallied to the" university call and 
united in a conspiracy to bring every 
influence to bear to impeach the gov­
ernor and restore all the men that 
he had opposed on the faculty, and 
to get the full appropriation. They 
succeeded. It was their organization 
and their influence extending to the 
remotest corners of Texas, combined 
with the political opponents of Gov­
ernor Ferguson on other issues, with 
the newspapers that opposed his elec­
tion from his first candidacy, that 
aroused an already prejudiced legis­
lature, prejudiced because a majority 
of them were opposed to his anti­
prohibition views and activities, that 
enabled them to blind the people for 
the time being, and make them be­
lieve that he was a criminal. That in­
fluence even extended to the grand 
jury x'oom, as evidenced by the fact 
that he was indicted when there was 
no possible chance for a conviction.

We still believe that he has been 
outi’ageously treated, and that the 
people of Texas will, resent it.

However, the Mix'ror, being one of 
the few papex's that is speaking its 
views on the subject, cuts but little 
figui'e with us. We believe every man 
entitled to his own opinion about it, 
and that he should xxot be afraid to 
speak out. We have always been in 
the habit of saying what we thought, 
x'egardless of the “band wagon.” We 
have never been inclined to wait to 
see which way the “ cat was going to 
jump” before expressing ourselves if 
it was a subject on which we had 
any decided Views. We think that 
Governor Ferguson has been out­
rageously treated, and whether the 
people will resent it to the extent of 
a vindication remains to be seen. W'e 
believe they will, if not at the forth- 
coming px-imaiy next, some other time. 
In the laxxguage of Lincoln, you can 
fool all the people part of the time, 
axxd part of the people all the time, 
but you can’t fool all the people all 
the time, and when the sober second 
thought of the people has had time 
to digest the outx-age perpetrated upon 
the name of James E. Ferguson, 
sending him into political exile, dis­
graced, there will be a reaction— a 
reaction that will come from the 
fox'ks of the Creek,” in such thunder­
ous tones, that the men that unjust­
ly placed this stain xipon an honored 
name, wall hear it and tremble for 
their political safety.-5—Gilmer Mirror.

Just before the impeachment of 
Governor Ferguson was begun in the 
legislature, the grand jury of Travis 
comity sprung a sudden leak and 
turned out a big batch of indictments 
—nine against Governor Ferguson, six 
against Secretary of State Churchill 
J. Bartlett, two against ex-Secretary

(Continued on l ’ age Three.)

WILSON TO ASSUME 
OPERATION OF ALL 

RAILWAYS IN U. S.
Washington, Dec. 26.—-President 

Wilson announced tonight that he will 
assume possession and operation of 
every railroad in the continental Unit­
ed States at noon Friday, Dec. 28, and 
that he had appointed Secretary Mc- 
Adoo director general of railroads.

Secretary McAdoo, whose appoint­
ment is made by formal proclamation 
is expected to direct the unification 
and operation of the l'oads through 
their present management. He will 
retain his place in the cabinet as sec­
retary of the treasury.

In a statement accompanying the 
proclamation, the president announc­
ed that when congress re-assembled 
he would ask that definite guarantees 
be given that the railroad properties 
will be maintained in as good repair 
and as complete equipment as when 
taken over and that the net operating 
income in each case shall equal the 
average net operating income for the 
three years preceding June SO, 1917.

The railroads will be taken over un- 
der authority already granted by con­
gress through the secretary of war.

/
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I am fading from you,
But one draweth near,

Called the angel-guardian 
Of the coming year.

I brought good desires,
Though as yet but seeds;

Let the New Year make them 
Blossom with deeds.

I brought joy to brighten 
Many happy days;

Let the New Year angel 
Turn it into praise.

-—Adelaide A. Procter.

New Year’s day is at hand: pay that 
poll tax.

Subscribe for the Forum: One dol­
lar a year.

I f  the new year will open with a 
plenteous rain there will be joy and 
gladness all over the state.

Let your New Year resolution be to 
subscribe for the Forum and get the 
truth about the political campaign hi 
Texas. It costs you just one dollar a 
year.

The Forum at one dollar a year will 
come to you every week with news of 
all the world; good reading for the 
artisan, the farmer, the stockman, the 
housewife, the merchant and the 
politician.

Replying to Postmaster General 
Burleson’s statement that the postal 
employes are three times better paid 
than our soldiers in the trenches Bob 
Gresham’s Temple Mirror says: “ Yes, 
and Albert is an hundred times better 
paid than a grave digger, political or 
otherwise.”  Albert long ago dug his 
own political grave in Texas.

Proof multiplies tty establish the 
truth of charges of duplicity and 
atrocities against the kaiser. How 
would you like to see the German flag 
with its meaning of horror and cru­
elty, floating over this splendid nation 
If you don’t want to see it there then 
help with all your ability to drive 
back his invading hosts from France 
and teach them a lesson of liberty and 
democracy.

Resolutions bitterly attacking Post­
master General Burleson and asking 
President Wilson “ to plaee a real man 
at the head of the postal system,” 
were adopted by the Chicago Federa­
tion of Labor. The resolution was in­
troduced by James Connors, assistant 
president of the Switchmen’s Union of 
North America. The resolution stated 
that Mr. Burleson had given strong 
evidence of animosity toward concert­
ed efforts by public employes.

Here is a receipt for home happi­
ness froim the Carrollton (Mo.) Re­
publican: “Love, peppered with pa­
tience, salted with suavity, dampened 
•with discretion, crowded with cheer­
fulness, showered with sunshine, tinc­
tured with trust, flavored With for­
giveness, freighted with frankness, 
charged with confidence, complete 
with contentment, heroic and „ hope­
ful.” It will be difficult to find a 
better recipe than this from Old Mis­
souri.

Sentenced to prison for a term of 
from six to ten years is the punish­
ment drawn by a man at Middletown, 
Conn., for causing the dearth of a 
young man and serious injury to a 
woman nurse, while he was driving 
an auto. The man xvas drunk, ran 
into a bridge and caused the tragedy. 
Oh! that this sample of justice would 
be tried by a few of the judges in 
Texas. The drunken chauffeur and 
the reckless speed maniac are evils 

• that must be suppressed even though 
prison terms or something more dras­
tic may be necessary.

Despite the action of the Brown- 
wood Chamber of Commerce suggest­
ing to Congressman Blanton that he 
stay in Washington and look after his 
duties as congressman instead of ask­
ing for a speaking date at Brown- 
wood, the Abilene statesman an­
nounces he will speak at Brownwood 
December 28. He says several Brown- 
wood citizens have invited him to 
speak and he will accept their invita­
tion the Chamber of Commerce to the 
contrary notwithstanding. He pro­
poses to talk on the government’s war 
policies ana says he wants the people 
of Brownwood to hear him.

The Texas delegation which went to 
Washington to plead that the federal 
government advance $50,000,000 fox' 
the relief of Texas drouth sufferers 
came hack with the suggestion from 
Comptroller of the Currency Williams 
that he will recommend to Secretary 
MeAdoo that government funds be 
liberally deposited in banks in the 
di-outh disti’ict, thus supplying ample 
funds with which the banks them­
selves may relieve the sufferers. The 
Texas Cattle Raisex's’ association re­
pudiated the mission of the delegation 
saying that all the cattlemen wanted 
was a supply of feed at reasonable 
rates and some assurance of transpor­
tation. It is appropriate to recall in 
this connection that the Thirty-fifth 
legislature, of unsavory memory 
among the people of Texas, repudiat­
ed the recommendation of Governor 
Ferguson last August when he called 
attention to the distressing conditions 
caused by the drouth and urged the 
legislature to enact some measure for 
the relief of the sufferers. This repu­
diation still rankles in the breasts of 
those who were denied much needed 
relief.

V E N  C H U R C H  R E P O R T S PACKERS' M ETH O D S OF LESS EXPLANATION AND Letters From

iO M ETIM ES  G E I TAN GLED ROBBING PUBLIC BARED U B R E  A C TIO N  NEEDED Loyal Texans

That preachex's are not immune to 
the errors of average humanity and 
sometimes grow careless in the 
handling of figures is attested by the 
perusal of a discussion in the columns 
of the Texas Christian Advocate, of­
ficial organ of all the Texas, Okla­
homa and New Mexico conferences of 
the Methodist church, in which the 
editor of the Advocate and W. J. 
Mayhew of Gx-anger, one of the sta­
tistical secretaries of the Central 
Texas confex-ence, are on opposing 
sides.

It seems that the figxxres shown at 
the meeting of the conference were 
not such as had beeix hoped fox' and 
expected and failed to show any 
great strides forward in church mem- 
berslpp. In fact, a loss was shown 
and complaint was made by the editor 
that the figures o f the statistical sec­
retaries were at variance with the true 
conditions in the various churches of 
the conference.

Brother Mayhew, waiting until the 
publication of the official journal of 
the eonfex'ence to reply to the editor’s 
criticisms, comes back in vigorous 
style and, while admitting that errors 
in the figures of the statistical secre­
taries showed a net loss in member­
ship while in fact there should have 
been shown a gain of eighty for the 
conference year, charges that pastors 
and presiding elders ax-e careless in 
making estimates of the gains and 
losses in their congregations and dis­
tricts, instead of making a careful and 
correct compilation of the figures.

And Brother Mayhew proves his 
charges by extracts from the official 
records. Replying, to the Advocate’s 
editorial criticism of the wox'k of the 
statistical secretaries, he makes a re­
view of the reports of the presiding 
eldei’s, saying: “We know that ’com­
parisons are odious’ and we are not 
making these to criticise the x'eports 
of the presiding elders in any way at 
all, but to show why the figux-es of 
the statistical secretaries do not agree 
with the editor’s preconceived notion 
of what they should have been. Then 
Brother Mayhew continues:

The Brownwood presiding elder reported 
337 accessions by profession, the minutes 
show 384. The number reported received 
by certificate was 372, the minutes show 
456. And yet, with the minutes showing 
a larger number of accessions than the pre­
siding «rider reported, he reports a net gain 
of 268 and the minutes only 44. The Cle­
burne presiding elder reported 866 acces­
sions, but,-after the mistake in addition is 
corrected, the gain is only 30. The Corsl- 

• cana presiding elder reports between 600 and 
760 accessions, but the minutes show only 
45 net gain. The Dublin presiding elder 
reports 250 net gain, but the minutes show a 
net loss of 197. The Fort Worth presiding 
elder reports 1,960 accessions, which is 147 
less than the minutes give him credit for, 
and yet, though he claims á net gain o£
1,000 the figures submitted by the preachers 
show a net loss of 155.' The membership of 
Diamond Hill was not reported, but from 
accessions and removals reported, taking 
last year’s membership, she ought now to 
have a membership of 92, which would still 
show the district with a net loss of 63. The 
Gatesvilie presiding elder reports that they 
have held their own in membership, but 
the minutes show a net loss of 337. The 
Georgetown presiding elder reported a net 
gain of 750, but the minutes show only 320. 
The Hillsboro presiding elder reports 700 ac­
cessions, but the net gain is only 322. The 
Waco presiding elder reports 1,000 acces­
sions, but the minutes show a net loss of 17 
members. The WaXahaehie presiding elder 
reports 353 additions on profession of faith, 
the minutes show 465, with a net gain of 
361. The Weatherford presiding elder re­
ports'903 accessions, with a net gain of 500 Í 
but the minutes show a net loss of 474, a 
difference in that item alone Of nearly 1,006 
members. Now ,what are you going- to do 
about it? No one for a moment doubts 
that the presiding elders believed they were 
summing up in a nutshell the progress made 
during the year, in their respective districts. 
The presiding elders knew that their «ports  
would not become a part of the official 
record of the conference, so, perhaps, in 
some cases, they made estimates as to num­
bers. The trouble all lies with the more 
than 200 preachers in the Central Texas con­
ference. And that trouble is not in that 
they wilfully misrepresent in making their 
reports. They áre simply careless, nothing 
more. I do not mean to say that we all are 
careless, but enough of us aré to make Our 
reports, as a whole unworthy to be depend­
ed upon. The writer’s experience as district 
editor and his work at the statistical secre­
tary's table for a- number of years drives 
home this conviction: Not more than 25 per : 
cent of the reports of our preachers, as 
these reports leave the preacher’s hands, 
are correct in every detail. This not be­
cause the preachers do not know how to 
make these reports, but because they make 
them out carelessly.

As showing his efforts to effect a 
refoi*m in the manner of making con­
ference repox*ts, Mr. Mayhew refers 
to an article written by him and pub­
lished in the Advocate, Oct. 19, 1916, 
making suggestions and recommenda­
tions as to making out these repoi’ts. 
This article, he adds, i-esulted in no 
radical improvement, and he con­
tinues:

With the information and experience 
which the years have brought, in working 
with, annual conference figures, the writer 
undertakes to say that there is not a man 
on earth, ñor any aggregation of men on 
earth, who can take the repoi-ts of the 
preachers of the Central Texas conference, 

.and from them determine within 2,000 of 
the correct membership of our conference. 
That’s a strong statement, isn’ t it? Let’s 
see if we can prove it. Get your Journal 
for 1916. The corrected total membership 
is found to be 81,532. From our préacherá’ 
reports, as shown in Journal for'this year, 
we see that there were 11,278 additions, 
with 8,264 dismissals, leaving a net gain of 
3,014. This added to the membership of 
1916, which was 81,532, would bive us a 
present total membership of 84,546. But the 
corrected figures for 1917 show a member­
ship of only 81,612. Here is a discrepancy 
of 2,934; how are you to recontiie it? The 
1917 minutes show a net gain of 80 mem­
bers. "Which is correct? W ill some occult 
mathematician help us?

Certainly shch a condition shows 
that preachers either are remarkably 
poor mathematicians or are exceed­
ingly careless in handling figures, al­
though many of them are alert to note 
inconsistencies in figures given by 
mere mortals in the ordinary course 
of life. Brother Mayhew resents, with 
justice let it be said, the attempt to 
saddle all the blame for erroneous 
figures on the shoulders o f the poor 
statistical secretaries, concluding his 
rejoinder to the editor as follows:

In conclusion, from the editorial it is evi­
dent to the mind of this writer that our 
good editor has never worked at the statis­
tical table of a Methodist annual confer­
ence. If he has, he was indeed a dull pupil 
not to have learned some tilings of which 
his article shows him to be entirely ignor­
ant. Or, if he had experience as a statis­
tical secretary, it must have been in his 
youthful days of long ago, when Methodist 
preachers were more careful in making 
their reports than they now are.

And there you are. Figures some­
times go awry even in church reports.

A “ cut-a-cord” movement has been 
started in several states as a means 
of inci’easjng the consumption eft wood 
and conserving the coal supply. In 
this way with wood-chopping, knitting, 
home-canning and home meat-curing 
this grand old country is returning to 
first principles of household thrift 
that should not be dropped after the 
war.

Plunder the people, war or no war, 
by hook or crook, mostly by crook, evi­
dently is the slogan of the philan­
thropic ( ?) bunch of bullionaires mak­
ing its habitat in Chicago. Disclosures 
at the Federal Trade Commission’s 
meat investigation at Washington 
brought to light that the Chicago 
Junction Railways and Stockyards 

: company, which handles practically all 
the traffic between raili-oad terminals 
and the great stockyards, is officered 
by dummies who represent Armour 
and other big packers, who utilize this 
enterprise to conceal their methods of 
robbing the public. Records intro­
duced at the hearing showed that after 
the reorganization of the railway and 
Stockyards companies, without assets 
or business, other than controlling the 
older corporation, it was able to “ cut 
a melon” of more than $3,000,000 out 
of the Junction Railways’ surplus and 
to declare quarterly dividends of 2 1-2 
per cent on their $8,000,000 capitali­
zation, after the small investors in 
Junction Railways had been given 
their guaranteed 9 per cent per an­
num. These'disclosures have caused a 
Sensation and have stirred the preda­
tory packers to get under cover if 
they can. Demands made for books 
and records by the commission have 
been met with the reply that the man 
in charge of the desired hooks has 
been "ordered south indefinitely.”

That subterfuge will not wholly save 
the plunderers, for Francis J. Heney, 
the Californian who prosecuted and 
sent to prison the boo&lers and gx'aft- 
ers of San Francisco, is conducting in­
quiry a? special counsel and he has 
advised the commissioners he has 
abundant evidence without that which 

‘ the packers have denied him to make 
out a. prima facia case and when he 
does that it will be up to the packers 
to do what “ explaining ’ they may 
think necessary. Such disclosures at a 
time when conservation and patriotism 
are the watchwords of a nation at 
War with autocracy are not calculated 
to increase the public’s estimate of the 
loyalty and allegiance of the men who 
have fattened and grown rich through 
devious methods and unscrupulous 
transactions.

Let us hope that thè man who un­
covered the great graft trust in San 
Francisco and sent its chiefs behind 
prison walls will be able in this ease 
to fasten the crimes that have been 
committed in the name of trade and 
business upon the guilty perpetrators 

; and, perhaps, force some of them to 
don thè stripes of convicts and pay the 

. penalty of their outrageous misdeeds.
Armour’s connection with this deal 

to plunder small stockholders and de­
odare a big surplus for the big packers 
has been established by letters that 
have been introduced in the hearing. 
Here is one of these letters, written 
by F. H. Brince of Boston to Ai'rqpur, 
which discloses the infamous trans­
action in all its glaring rascality:

I propose to have- the guaranty stock 
listed on the Stock Exchanges and the 
present stock will be stricken from the list, 

i W e shall da our best then to depreciate the 
value of the outstanding stock,: so as ta get 
the small holders to come in. Then during 
the next two or three months our office will 
busy itself with getting the outstanding 
stock which, in time, we should get down 
to a minimum. As soon as we have all the 
stock in, and it seems advisable, we can 
declare the surplus by a division on the old 
stock.

Armour and Prince, according tò 
the letters, put up the $1,000,000 
which appeared in the records as hav­
ing been paid by Frank R. l ’egram, 
bookkeeper and cashier for Prince. 
Armbui’’s share was $194,000-, which 
netted him 19.4 per cent o f the new 
stock, he and Prince havihg divided 
the obligation, on a pra-rata basis of 
their ownership of Junction stock.

The trail of the plunderers thus is 
: bared and Heney is a prosecutor who 
is relentless in following his quai'ry to 
its lair. The people will applaud his 
efforts and acclaim him a deliverer if 
he succeeds in smoking out the barons 
who have defied and fleeced their vic­
tims for sq many years.

More power- to him!

Two good things to have: a Red 
Cross membership and a certificate of 
patriotic citizenship in the shape of a 
poll tax receipt.

Doubters who croak that this war 
may not be won by the United States 
and the allies are to be found in 
every community and too often their 
croakings are listened to meekly by 
some persons. To all such the fol­
lowing from the Saturday Evening 
Post is commended for careful and 
partiotic consideration: “The Kaiser 
can never win this war! Say he de­
feats Italy, Say he defeats France. 
Say he gets peace with Russia and has 
his will in the Balkans and in Poland. 
Even then his position will be rela­
tively less strong than Napoleon’s 
once was. The United States, Great- 
Britain and Japan can still shut him 
from the sea. With all the raw-ma­
terial resources of North America and 
South America, Axtstralia, Africa and 
most of Asia to draw upon and com­
mand of salt water, they can main­
tain an economic blockade until the 
people of Germany set up a people’s 
government with which lasting peace 
can be made. The United States and 
Great Britain will never surrender to 
triumphant Prussian militarism. On 
the sea and in the air— if the very 
woi'st happens on land—they will keep 
up the fight until the basis of en­
during peace appears.”

KEEP SWEET
Are you worsted in a fight?

, Laugh it off.
Are you cheated of your right? 

Laugh it off.
Don’t make tragedy of trifles,
Don’t shoot butterflies with rifles— 

Laugh it off.

Does your work get into kinks? 
Laugh it off.

Are you near all sorts of brinks? 
Laugh it off.

I f it’s sanity you’re after,
There’s no recipe like laughter— 

Laugh it off.
— Henry R.utherford Elliot.

Set your shoulder joyously to the 
world’s wheel.

“Now” is the only bird that lays 
egg-s o’ gold.— Lowell.

Action, not investigation, is the Giv­
ing need of this nation and the con- 
grecs of the United States is recreant 
in its duty when it wastes the time 
o f those cha rged with war prepara­
tions and the handling of war meas­
ures in bootless investigations and 
wearisome questioning. The people 
do not want it. They want to see the 
splendid troops that have responded 
to the call of their country properly 
cared for and speeded on théir way to 
the front to do their part in humbling 
German autocracy and bringing last­
ing and honorable peace to the 
whole world.

Congressmen in many instances, 
like thousands upon thousands of the 
people at large, seem not to l'ealize 
that we are at war because the actual 
fighting is not at our very doors and 
the sound of booming guns does not 
disturb their rest. Listen; here is à 
statement from Lieut. George J. Kil­
gore, a member of General Bell’s staff 
who is at Dallas, having recently re­
turned from the battle front in Eu- j 
rope, where he spent several weeks 
behind the British lines:

“We have not awakened to the fact that 
we are at war. It will take the lives of 
4,000 or 5,000 American boys to awaken this 
country. Then the P,ed Cross will be a 
household word, for very few homes are 
going to be overlooked where its aid and 
comfort will come to some of its members 
or relatives or friends of that household.

“We must get behind these men in khaki 
and the women who wear the Red Cross, 
and stand, united in the greatest task in 
history— to lick the Kaiser.’*

He told, too, that there-are living 
evidences of the ihnuinan and bestial 
cruelties of the Germans in treatment 
of men, women and childi'en who fall 
into their hands. The lieutenant, in 
the course of his talk at Dallas, said 
there fare now at Love field, the avi­
ation camp near Dallas, two French- 
rfien who had been captured by the 
Germans and who were cruelly muti­
lated before they were exchanged. 
These two, he adde, are two out of 
thousands thus mutilated by their in- t 
human captors. He said the German 
outrages cannot be exaggerated; that 
there are no words that ean be spoken 
by the human tongue that would de­
scribe the horror and brutality of the 
treatment of prisonex's by the Ger­
mans.

Yet, in the face of these statements 
by a gallant officer who bears per­
sonal testimony to the horrors of 
which we have read, congress fritters 
away its time and the time of others 
with investigation after investigation, 
bringing no practical results.

Commenting on the dilly-dallying of 
congress and the useless pursuit of in­
vestigations, the New York World 
advises the people not to become hys­
terical. It tells them the war will not 
be won by a congress that goes hys­
terical or by a country that goes hys­
terical. Then the World says:

W hat has happened In Washington is 
that congress has suddenly discovered that 
we are engaged in a great war, and that 
war is not quite so simple or placid as 
peace. When the comparatively modest ord­

inance department of the United State» army 
[ has to be expanded almost overnight to S German proportions, there is confusion of 
I counsel and delay in reaching a condition 
j of 109 per cent efficiency. When the eoni- 
| missary department of the little regular 
j army is forced to become the greatest in- 
j dustrial and mercantile establishment in 
I the country, greater than the Steel Trust 

or Standard Oil, mistakes are made in 
[adjusting it to its Hew demands and it fails 
| at the .outset to function properly, 
t The blunders of delay are no greater per­

haps than those of haste, and blunders 
there are bound, to be. The unsatisfactory 
sanitary condition of certain camps, as re­
vealed by- Maj.-Gen. Gorgas, is due to the 
haste of getting the troops into training; 
yet if the war department had waited until 
every «amp was fully equipped, the net re­
sults would have been far worse. Nobody 
has yet devised a way to take all the hard­
ship and privation out of wax-; nobody 
ever will.

Congressional investigations are instituted 
for the purpose of disclosing what has been 
done badly, not what has been done well, 
and the country is now getting a glimpse 
of the seamy side of '£  wonderful achieve­
ment. It is just as Well that it should, 
provided the American people keep their 
heads and refuse to allow every recorded 
mistake to shake their nerves.

It has been said apropos of military blun­
ders that while the Germans wash their 
dirty linen in the, cellar the French and 
British wash theirs in the city hall square. 
That is our way too. But wars are not 
won merely by washing dirty linen or by _ 
magnifying failures and shortcomings. They 
are won by confidence and courage and res­
olution. The American people may be very 
sure that congress wilt not investigate the 
German army out of its trenches and that 
Prussian autocracy will never be over­
thrown by congressional nagging of sol­
diers and administrators who may be mud­
dling but who are at least muddling in the 
right direction.

Truly this is not time for hysteria, t 
It is time for sober thought and calm • 
consideration. The country has an 
able president and the ablest men in 
the country are at his call. It is time 
for a united and devoted people, with 
determined and capable leadei'ship, to 
realize what war means and to push 
aside petty feelings and partisan 
rancor.

Are we to wait for repoi'ts of the 
killing of thousands of our noble sol­
diers before we wake up to the fact 
that war is real?

It must not be so.

The legislature that impeached Jim 
Ferguson refused relief to the suffer­
ing and distressed victims of the un­
paralleled drouth over more than 150 
counties in Texas, which the governor 
pleaded in his message calling the leg­
islature together be given. Now the 
federal government flatly has told a 
delegation of Texans sent to Washing­
ton to beg aid and the loan of $50,000,- 
000 for di'outh relief that the govern­
ment can do nothing in the situation. 
Surely, the sxiffering drouth victims 
must feel appreciative of the stren- 
uous^of the neglect and contempt re- ! 
ceived at the hands of a bunch of al­
leged lawmakers who crowned their 
labors by impeaching a governor who 
pleaded for aid for thousands made J 
destitute and impoverished by drouth. | 
When these sufferers asked the soggy- f 
brained solons for bread they were 
given d' worthless bill of impeach- 
ment against the governor whom [ 
they twice had chosen as their chief 
executive and who used his best en- j 
deavors to relieve their distress. Tex­
ans are not of short memory and the 
short-sighted politicians who spurned i, 
their appeal for help will “get theirs” 
when the July primaries ax-e held.

The perfect man, full of humaxi and 
divine virtues, can lose nothing; his 
goods are surrounded by strong and 
impassable walls. The ramparts which 
protect the wise man are safe from 
fire and hostile invasion. They afford 
no passage; they are lofty, impreg­
nable, divine.— Seneca.

FARMERS FOR FERGUSON.
Gov. James E. Ferguson,

Temple, Tex.
Dear Governor: I have watched 

anxiously all the papers for some time 
to see if the Travis county courts were 
as rotten as the bunch that preferred 
charges against you and impeached 
you, but I see they ax*e honest and all 
right,

I wish Ï could shake hands with 
Jxxdge Hamilton and Attorney Shelton 
and all who were connected with dis­
missing thé wrongful and unfair 
charges against you. I do hope the 
time will come and I may live to see. 
James B. Ferguson governor qf old 
Texas again. Also I hope to see the 
bunch that made the “ frame-up” 
against you severely punished.

Most all of the farmers in this part 
ai'e Ferguson men; also lots of busi­
ness men. Just after your impeach­
ment I went over to see our repi’é- 
sentative, to see what he had done. 
He told me he was overpowered at 
Austin and that you were treated very 
Unfairly.

Governor, I have been treated un* 
fairly in different ways, so I appre­
ciate a good governor more than some 
men do. In 1916 my landlord tried to 
rob me out of $500 bonus and with 
the help of the Fei’guson rent law I 
beat him and he had all the court cost 
to pay.

It was under Ferguson’s adminis­
tration that I got able to buy a. 144- 
acre farm and quit renting. Now I 
will let you go before I make you too 
tired.

Your friend,
J. W. KEYS.

Crockett, Tex., R. 3, Dec. 16, 1917.

FROM A LOYAL TEACHER.

One of the loyal teachers of Texas 
sends the Forum the following:

Deax' Govexmor Jim: We are de­
lighted with the Forum. It is just 
exactly like you, plain, true, ixothing 
covered up, and all to the point. Each 
copy that has reached us is better than 
the’ preceding eopy, all of which indi­
cates the power and brain and heart 
which is behind it.

I find that "Forum” means a good 
. many things. It means, iix the United 
States, “Any tribunal of public disctis- 
sion, having received this meaning by 
virtue of the theory that the people 
decide all questions discussed,” and it 
is akin to the Latin -word Foras, which 
means “oxit of doors.”  Of course, 
everybody knows that the original 
Forum was: the market place in Rome 
where publie business was transacted, 
and justice dispensed, and later “ the 
courts of law as opposed to parlia­
ment, congress or legislature.” Jus­
tice was dispensed in the ancient 
Forum just as it is being done in your 
Forum of the hour, and it will oppose 
legislatures when they aré in the 
wrong, just as “Forums” have always 
done. When we get right down to 
what Forum means in the United 
States today it means “ the people de­
cide,”  and, here we are, ready for 
their decision.

Glory! And won’t they “ decide!” 
They have already “ decided,” and all 
they want is a chance to vote. I 
have taught this school, two years, 
and one. of my largest classes is an 
arithmetic class, and though I try to 
instruct my pupils in the science of 
nximbers, ratio and proportion, it is: 
beyond me to undex'stand or to ex­
plain to them the ratio of a quarteh 
of a million votes putting a man into 
office and twenty-eight votes putting 
him out. That proportion is so re­
markable that only those of “higher 
education” can see the object. The 
meaning- they do not see, bxit they 
will, about next July, somewhere 
around the last Saturday.

We all heard of your wonderful 
speech at Stephenville and how you 
were xxot afraid to speak the truth 
there as everywhere, and when you 
told everybody how we poor, forgot­
ten countx-y people have to take a 
very back seat while the great uni­
versity procession passes by and fills 

‘ up all the reserved seats. I once had 
a dream of “higher education,” and 
believed that my dream could come 
true in my own university, but now, 
never, never, fox-, if the last fateful 
five months are the work of "higher 
education,” give m# my little school 
in the pine woods, where men and 
women speak the truth aixd live by 
honest labor. Nor will I ever again 
encourage one of my pxipils to look to 
“higher education” as it is dispexxsed 
at Austin.

I must tell you how we bux-ned our 
senator in effigy because he voted 
against you. He made a speech to us 
here about a year ago in which he 
told us all how you had changed the 
country school houses from mud- 
floor cabins without window lights to 
the comfortable buildings which we 
occupy today, and how you had made 
it your special work to look after the 
boys and girls in the counti-y. He 
wound up this great oration with a 
lengthy tribute to you, saying: “ If I 
ever have an opportunity to show my 
friendship for Jim Ferguson or stand 
by him la m  going to do it.” We all 
happen to know the full circum­
stances of how you carried him over 
a rocky, prickly steep when he was 
being attacked at one time. Well, he 
kept his word and stood by you all 
right, as the records show. He was 
afraid to come home and we are 
afraid to send him back. He is sorry 
enough, never fear, for he missed the 
greatest chance which any man evex' 
has in one life or a thousand lives— 
that is, the chance of being a friend 
when the call comes loud and strong. 
We have all heard down here that 
one of those senators who voted 
against you has been indicted for rob­
bing a poor widow, and that another 
has been indicted by a federal grand 
jury for robbing a bank, and what 
we have heard about still another one 
is too bad to write.

At our debate last Friday afternoon 
the subject was, “Resolved, That Fer­
guson was not impeached.” Just as 
the debate started a tall, gawky Crane 
strutted by and the boys all threw 
stones at him, upon which, being 
stoutly attacked, he hid away in the 
brush. The boys immediately elected 
a Hanger, who strung him up very 
high from a tall pine. But you know 
a Cx-ane does not always know when 
he is being hanged high or being got­
ten the best of, so he still thinks he 
is strutting by, the wonder and admi-

Words of Praise for the New Year

“ For blessings without number we thank thee O God.” 
“For thy countless blessings, showered upon us con­

tinually we thank thee O Father.”
“For the blessings of home, kindred, friends and chil­

dren we thank thee our loving Father.”
“For the rich joys of living which we may share with 

j others, we are ever mindful, O our gracious Father.”
“ For the word of Truth which abides forever in our 

i hearts, we praise thee, O God.”
“ For the life hid with Christ in God we praise Thee.” 
“ For the brightness of the sun and the glory of the 

{ moons and stars, we praise thee O! our Father.”
“For the sunrises and the sunsets so glorious, our 

hearts pour forth gratitude unbounding, dear Heavenly 
i Father.”

Dear Loving Father— Help us to see thee in every living 
thing. Help us to serve thee gladly, to be obedient to thy 
will. Fill our hearts with love and good will for all man­
kind. Make us thy true children in .Word and thought 
and deed.

x'ation of all who ax-e forced to look 
on. The boys voted that “impeach­
ment it was not,” and that Fer­
guson not “ was,” nor “will be,” nor 
“ is going to be,” but “ IS” the greatest 
man that Texas has produced in the 
last fifty years. The fathers of the 
200 pxxpils in my school are stoxxtly 
working for you, and every man in 
this district is for you.

Did you ever work it out that thefe 
never was a narrow mind that was a 
deep mind? Some of the members of 
thdt seif-famed Texas senate will have 
plenty of time to think that over. The 
“ investigating Committee,” I see, are 
trying themselves, but what could you 
expect when a Fly is buzzing over all 
of them ? Then, too, one committee 
is Fxiller than it should be to do any­
thing that is honest or upright.

We are glad to know you are com­
ing to make a speech in our beauti­
ful new school building, which we 
owe to you, and we wish you -would 
not wait until spring, because “wait­
ing” never did do any good and we 
need you and want you.: I forgot to 
tell you, your picture hangs on one 
side of the stage in oxir assembly hall 
and soxxxe beautiful, big, Jersey cows 
hang on the other side. Every boy 
and girl in the district sends love to 
you, the fullest and deepest belief in 
your honesty, and most of all in your 
kindness and goodness. We all want 
you to keep on being our governor.

Hal lie Jones Spottswood.
Dec. 19, 1917.

JERUSALEM
¡Night in Jerusalem. The crescent
! moon
( Drops low-, and as her doubtful fire
f pales
| So pales the Crescent Empire! The 

streets
j Untenanted, save for the sullen Turk
l Musing his last profane nocturnal 

watch
i Over a trembling city. But within 
A fearful dwelling kneels a woman 

praying,
Her famished babes about her. Lo, the

voice
Of modern Hagar! Hear it, Allexxby! 
Thou art the Joshua qf her supplica­

tion:—

"God of our fathers, fountain of 
mercy,

Abraham’s gxiide, Judah’s protector, 
Forth on the stillness, over the moun­

tains,
Hope to thy children, soundeth thy

voice:—
"‘Cometh a new Joshua!
A warrior for Isi'ael!’ ”

Fortunate Allenby! ’Tis given to thee 
To lead the new Crusaders o’er the 

plains
Where products of the ancient Chris­

tian blood
Flowed free in fruitless ventures! 

Thine the hand
To Wi’est forever from profaning 

grasp
That which the Old World lost! If 

thou shalt kneel
A’ victor at the Sepxilcher, then great 
As are the valiant chiefs of Saxon 

arms,
The name of none shall live beyond 

thine own.
Above the tumult rings for thee her 

prayer:—

“God of our fathers, fountain of 
mercy,

i Abraham’s guide, Judah’s protector, 
Forth on the stillness, over the moun­

tains,
j Hope to thy children, soundeth thy

voice:’—
‘Cometh a new Joshua!
A warrior for Israel!’ ”

j The crescent orb falls on the pulseless 
breast

J Qf the Dead Sea. Above the darkened 
plain

Gleams forth the yearly symbol of 
God’s love—

Star of the East! Legions of Allenby, 
No haze of battle and no pall of Death 
Can hide the vision from ye! To the 

Gates!
Jerusalem, Time’s Hagar, waits to 

greet
Freedom's Poignards! Onward to the 

Tomb!
True nations breathe the prayer anew 

for thee:—

“God of our fathex-s, fountain of 
mercy,

Abraham’s guide, Judah’s pi'otector, 
Forth on the stillness, over the moun­

tains,
Hope to thy children, soundeth thy 

voice: —
‘Cometh a new Joshua! ’
A victor for Righteousness!’ ” 

— Roland Rathbone in New York Her­
ald.

Opportunities do not come with 
their values stamped upon them. 
Every one must be challenged. A day 
dawns quite like other days; in it a 
single hour comes quite like other 
hours; but in that day aqd in that 
hour the chance of a lifetime faees us. 
To face every opportunity of life 
thoug'htfully and ask its meaning 
bravely and earnestly is the only way 
to meet the supreme oppox'tunities 
when they come open-faeed or dis­
guised.— Dr. M. Babcock.

A man is as good as his nerve.— 
Cowboy Maxim.

A MOTHER’S WISH

Ten million soldiers to the war must 
go to fight for liberty;

The German hordes ivould ci'ush our 
land, but that shall never be!

Facing war or conquest, fronting 
brave the foe,

I heard a mother bid her darling go.

Refrain—
I wish I’d raised my boy to be a sol­

dier,
Columbia then could sweep the Hun 

away;
If I had placed a musket on his shoul­

der1,
Oh, we could tvin this wicked war 

today:
I’m learning hard that weakness isn’t 

wisdom,
That evil can’t be crushed with easy 

words;
Red William and his pack, we bid 

them all stand back,
The stern “ stand back” of bayonets
- and swords!

What joy can come to a mother's 
heart with her country’s home be­
trayed.

White the Hun can trample the maid­
ens pure, his ruthless hand’ un­
stayed ?

I hear the ehildx-en weeping in the 
shell-torn town,

I see the hellish fire that mows them 
down.

Refrain—
We hate the wicked strife of king and 

kaisei-,
We mean to put the sword and gun 

away.
Oh! Freedom’s glorious torch must 

never darken—
Go o’er the top and drive it home 

today!
Our guns must speak a dreadful pro­

hibition,
Our men must form a stern, un­

yielding wall.
The hosts that would enslave shall 

find a shameful grave, ,
And scepters in the oody dust shall 

fall!

Ten million soldiers to the war must 
go; their mothers send them 
forth;

(Shall men not fight for God and home? 
Where then is manhood’s worth?

Brave men strike beside us, death is 
but a name,

Liberty and right our glorious aim!

Refrain—
I bid my boy go fight for truth and 

justice,
For Belgian girls who drank war’s 

bitter lees,
Where glorious France now drives the 

gray-clad legions;
What nobler comrades can we have 

than these?
Where British hdroes give him texieh 

of shoulder,
The starry flag shall still in splen­

dor fly;
Ere an invading band shall reach our 

glorious land
His mother too for liberty can die!

— Charlotte Rowett Tansey of the Vig­
ilantes.

MY UNCLE

My Uncle Sam 
Is a bad old ram,

Such butts you never knew, 
With whiskers grey 
He’s there to stay,

And he’s butting into you.

Ah, Billy Kaiser 
You’ll be wiser

When he butts you one or two, 
Sly Uncle Sam 
Is a battering ram,

And he’s butting into you.

With strut and prance 
Yoxx butted France

You butted Belgium, too,
No life you spared,
You were prepared,

Now he’s butting you.
Oh! Billy Kaiser 
Yoxx’li be wiser

When he butts you one or two 
He has been slow 
His neck to bow,

But he’s butting into you.

For Vons and Dorrs 
And all your Herrs

You will need some more in lie* 
With head tucked low 
That butt you’ll know

When he’s butting into you.

Say! Billy Kaiser 
You’ll be wiser

When he butts you one or two, 
With the boys in brown 
On the battle ground 

He’s bxxtting into you.

Ten million men 
Are fighting when

My Uncle Sam says to,
His money’s free 
For Liberty,

And he’s butting iixto you.

Yes! Billy Kaiser 
You’ll be wiser

When he butts you one or two, 
For Liberty 
You’ll bend the knee,

For he’s butting into you.
—W, A. D.'



THE FERGUSON FORUM.

PEOPLE TO RIGHT 
WRONG INFLICTED 
ON JIM FERGUSON

Otis Bowyer, of Baird, Says 
Bitter Feeling Grows Out 
of Impeachment and AH 
Classes of Citizens Realize 
Outrage.

Our friend, Otis Bowyer, of Baird, 
lias stated the following facts in such, 
an admirable manner we herewith 
give them to the Star readers as they 
came from Mr. Bowyer’s pen. He 
says:

“Apparently all is serene, not a rip­
ple on the surface. So far the plan 
has worked to a perfection, and yet 
“ The best laid schemes o’ mice and 
men gang aft a gley.’

There is a very bitter feeling in 
Texas growing out of the impeach­
ment of Governor Ferguson. Pros and 
antis, priests and laymen, Ferguson« 
men and anti-Ferguson men, men 
who are in favor of higher education*

The Pullman company will dis­
tribute $600,000 among its twelve 
thousand employes as holiday 
bonuses. Payment will be made on 
Jan. 1. 7

North -Yakima, Wash., will have a 
municipal pig farm and fatten sev­
eral hundred porkers on garbage, 
from homes, restaurants, bakeries and 
groceries which is now thrown away.

Dr. W. J. Kerr, president of Oregon 
Agricultural college, announces that 
he has declined a call to become pres­
ident of the Kansas Agricultural col­
lege, and would remain in his present 
position.

Chairman Willcox has Issued a call 
for a meeting of the republican na­
tional committee in St. Louis Feb. 12. 
Willcox has frequently told friends 
that pressure of other business makes 
it necessary for him to resign, and it 
is expected that he will retire at the 
St. Louis meeting.

Ground glass in food prepared for 
United States troops has been discov­
ered and warning has been given by 
Maj. Gen. William H. Carter to all 

and men who are not, alike believe cantonments to be on the lookout for
the dangerous stuff. The glass has 
been found in canned tomatoes, and a 
fresh investigation has been started.

that a great outrage has' been per­
petrated in this state that ought not 
to go unwhipped of justice. Many 
feel that a deliberate attempt has 
been made to prevent Ferguson’s go­
ing before the people. They also re­
member that nearly every charge upon 
which he was convicted had been 
passed upon in his second election. 
The evidence in the impeachment 
trial was generally read and well un­
derstood by the people at large. That 
evidence did not disclose any "High 
©rimes and misdemeanors” or other 
offense of such gravity as would jus­
tify impeachment.

Andrew Johnson, while president 
of the United States, was impeached 
by the house of representatives and 
upon the trial of the articles of im­
peachment in the senate of the United 
States came within one vote of being 
convicted. “The mists have rolled 
away” and we now know that he was 
not guilty of any offense and that his 
impeachment grew out of partisan 
politics. No candid man believes for 
one moment that James E. Ferguson 
was guilty of any dishonest act.

As sure as the night follows the day 
the people of Texas are going to re­
sent this thing. They will not tame­
ly submit. The fires are smoldering, 
but they have not been quenched. For 
those who are responsible for this 
nefarious business Nemesis is not far 
off, and the people, too, know pretty 
well who are responsible for this un­
holy, unjust and disgraceful proceed­
ing. Though they may feel secure 
and comfortable now, a day of reck­
oning is coming. The effort to close 
all the avenues of publicity will not 
succeed. The higher and tighter the 
dam, the deeper and more extended 
the overflow.

Ferguson lifted the penitentiary sys­
tem out of the “Slough of Despond” 
and put it on a paying basis, and the 
papers won’t even mention his name 
in this connection, but attribute its 
solvent condition to every cause other 
than Ferguson’s business skill and 
management. Until he became gov­
ernor, the penitentiary system had 
been for years the financial bugbear 
of Texas.

The question is not now Ferguson 
altogether, but resolves itself into 
whether or not such a great public 
wrong can take place in Texas and be 
done with impunity.—Otis Bowyer in 
San Saba Star.

Simple Standard 
of Plain People

Here is an excerpt from President 
Wilson’s message that will live. Study 
it well. Teach it to your children. It 
speaks of an epoch in human affairs:

“The thought of the plain people 
here and everywhere throughout 
the world, the people who enjoy no 
privilege and have very simple and 
unsophisticated standards of right 
and wrong, is the air all govern­
ments must henceforth breathe, if 
they would live. It is in the full 
disclosing light of that thought that 
all policies must be conceived and 
executed in this midday hour of the 
world’s life.”

The plain people’s simple standard 
of right and wrong!

Man is approaching the top of the 
mountain, to stand, above the fogs 
and clouds in the full light of wisdom 
and justice.

Oh! the centuries of injustice, slav­
ery, ignorance, bigotry, weakness, 
envy, individual power, pomp and 
privilege, the centuries of mental and 
physical struggle, sacrifice, defeat and 
despair, he is leaving behind and be­
low him in the gloom of the valley!

The plain people’s simple standard 
of right and wrong, “ the air all gov­
ernments must henceforth breathe, if 
they would live!” Woodrow Wilson’s 
vision in the full glory of the light 
from oil high!—American Home
Weekly.

Claude G. Piersol, recently sentenced 
to thirty-five years for the abduction 
of baby Lloyd Keet, has made a con­
fession in which he admits his part in 
the abduction, but denies any connec­
tion with killing the baby. He says 
laudanum caused the death of the in­
fant and was given him by the “Mys­
terious Riley.”

William J. Flynn, advised by his 
physician that he must take a rest, 
has resigned as chief of the United 
States’ secret service. He has been 
connected with the secret service 
twenty years. There are reports that 
Mayor-elect Hylan has asked Flynn to 
take the place of police commission- 
ership of New York.

Drastic rules as to the buying and 
drinking or accepting presents of al­
coholic liquors, except light wines, 
have been made for the troops in 
France. Soldiers are permitted to 
drink and accept beer and light wines, 
but stronger drinks are strictly for­
bidden and violations of the rules are 
followed by heavy penalties, both for 
soldiers and dealers or donors.

Food added to the nation’s war time 
storehouses by the 1917 catch of 
Alaska salmon was the largest amount 
in the history of the territory and far 
exceeded in value that of any other 
season. The pack of canned salmon 
will aggregate 5,300,000 cases, the bu-

PRESS TALK ON 
DISMISSAL OF 

JIM FERGUSON
(Continued From Page One.)

Benjh Franklin 
Motto Revised

Too often Benjamin Franklin is 
misquoted this way: “A penny saved is 
a penny earned.”  In truth, he valued 
saving twice as highly as earning, and 
so he gave us this couplet:

A penny saved is two pence clear,
A poin a day’s a groat a year.
As a poor boy he was sorry to be 

able to save only half of what he 
earned. Of course he had to pay his 
living expenses.

In our day of extravagance and of 
wishing we had more “money to 
burn,” many of us think we do ver3r 
well indeed if we save only one-tenth 
©f our income. If living now the 
great statesman-philosopher would 
be devoting his time to the thrift and 
Saving stamp campaign. Perhaps he 
would help with a rhyme somewhat 
like this:

A dollar saved’s a ten-spot earned;
Money spent is wages burned.

■—New York .World. 1

of State John G. McKay, four against 
Commissioner of Insurance and Bank­
ing Charles O. Austin, one against 
State Superintendent of Public Build­
ings and Grounds Charles L. Stowe, 
all for embezzlement or misapplica­
tion of state funds, and eight indict­
ments against Commissioner of Labor 
C. W. Woodman, charging perjury. 
All the cases have been thrown out 
at the recommendation of the prose­
cuting attorney because of the fact 
that the charges were too weak even 
to warrant an effort at conviction. 
The effect sought for in jumping up 
the charges has been obtained, but 
now the reaction has set in, and just 
watch for the result.

At the time the Travis county grand 
jury was considering these cases, the 
district attorney, John E. Shelton, 
went before ¿hat august body and 
told it plainly that while the grand 
jury had the power to indict any man 
with any offense it might deem prop­
er, that it would be a useless expense 
of time and money to indict these 
state officials, as there was “abso­
lutely no evidence of criminal intent 
shown and no proof whatever upon 
which to base a chai’ge.”

The prosecuting attorney was ig­
nored, and a hurry up batch of thirty 
indictments were quickly turned out, 
charging the state officials from Gov­
ernor down with crimes which, if 
true, would place them all in the pen­
itentiary.

Of course, these charges had con­
siderable effect upon the public, and 
aided the house and senate in their 
plans for impeaching the governor, 
and thrusting him out of office as un­
worthy of the esteem and confidence 
of the people who elected him.

The kinks in the political pretzel 
are being gradually straightened out.

The people are beginning to Under­
stands the whys and wherefores of the 
impeachment trial of Jim Ferguson, 
and to realize the deep laid plot and 
crooked work pulled off at that so- 
called trial.

But just be patient—bide a wee— 
and when the next election rolls 
around, Jim Ferguson will be sent 
right back to Austin to finish out his 
term of office, and so, at least, of 
those who were so vociferously instru­
mental in his attempted downfall will 
meet the fate due such dirty deeds.

Jim Ferguson will be our next gov­
ernor—for the people all know he was 
the victim of fraud and malice, and 
they will vindicate him at the polls.

No doubt there are some politicians 
who realize their fatal mistake, judg­
ing from the trend of events in Aus­
tin during the last few days. The dis­
missal of those charges has tended to 
clear up things a trifle.—Kalamity’s 
Harpoon.

reau o f fisheries has announced, 
valued at $40,000,000, nearly twice the 
value of the record catch of 1916.

The new Missouri state building Will 
be dedicated June 24. Long before 
that time the commissioners expect to 
have the grounds properly graded and 
improved, the entire building outfitted 
with new furniture and aill work com­
pleted.

Canada has gone dry by official 
proclamation issued by Premier Bor­
den prohibiting importation into the 
dominion of intoxicating liquors. Pro­
hibition will remain in force during 
the period of the war and for a year 
after the declaration of peace. Liquors 
bought for importation into Canada 
prior to Dec. 24 will be admitted into 
the dominion until Jan. 31, 1918, but 
hot thereafter.

After a quarrel with his wife over 
the love affairs of their daughter, 
James Borecca shot and killed his 
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Delueca 
and the 5-year-old daughter of the 
Deiuccas, in Millville, N. J. Sylvia 
Borecca, the 19-year-old daughter 
whose romance led to the shooting, 
escaped by leaping through am up­
stairs window. She was badly cut by 
glass. Borecca escaped.

Shipping booze in packages labeled 
“tombstones!’ is the latest effort of 
negro bootleggers to get fire-water into 
Oklahoma. Their novel scheme would 
have succeeded but for the breakage 
of the bottles of liquor through col­
lision with the tombstone material in 
the box. The leakage and the odor 
put officers at Wichita Falls wise and 
the negroes who called for the con? 
signment at Mountain *View were 
taken into custody.

Thirty thousand motor trucks made 
for the United States are to be made 
to earn their own transportation and 
give relief to railroad congestion by 
being loaded and driven across coun­
try from Detroit to the Atlantic coast. 
General Sharpe says this will result in 
the 30,000 machines being taken 
across country under their own power 
and also carrying 90,000 tons of war 
material to coast ports for shipment to 
the armies in France.

Elmo Causey, living near Ruston, 
La., flagged a train at Grambling, four 
miles from Ruston, and going aboard 
rshot and killed W. I. Zeigler, who was 
en route from Texas to his home in 
Elmore, La. Wiley Tankersley, who 
tried to protect Zeigler, was danger­
ously wounded. Causey cdntined on 
the train until he reached Ruston, 
when he surrendered. Zeigler’s rela­
tions with a woman member of 
Causey’s family is the cause given for 
the shooting.

him by the Impeachment proceeding 
of the present legislature.

The Dallas. News censures the 
Travis county grand jury that returned 
the indictments against Governor 
Ferguson, because they were sent in 
against the advice of the district at­
torney, who stated to them that they 
had no grounds that would warrant 
an indictment It seems to us that the 
News, to do ample credit to its can­
dor, should have gone deeper in its 
criticism, and showed that the in­
dictments were only a part of the 
game that was shrewdly set up by a 
bunch of designing men and that has, 
without due cause, deprived Texas of 
a governor duly elected by the free 
choice of the citizens of the state, 
thus committing, in the name of the 
law, one of th emost flagrant out­
rages of this decade. We do not think 
the blame should be put on the grand 
jury; it belongs much higher up. 
Such things as this can be perpetrat? 
ed only by those who have been thor­
oughly schooled in the higher arts of 
civilization.

The Travis county grand jury did 
only what they were expected to do, 
just as the legislature did what it was 
expected to do. The power is located, 
not in the legislature, neither in the 
grand jury room, but in the littleness 
of what ought to be the strongest ele­
ment of our citizenship is found solu­
tion of the tangle.

Governor Ferguson was deprived 
of the office of governor, not because 
of any act of guilt or dishonor on his 
part, but because he did not suit the 
university crowd, the school book 
trust, the prohibition trust, tior any 
one of a dozen other special interests 
that are growing rich off the favors 
granted them by the state. We think 
these unholy combinations ought to 
be driven out of politics, for until 
they are, there can be no security 
for the administrative department of 
our state government. We think the 
News was justified in rebuking the 
grand jury, for it must have been a 
tool, but let’s get our focus right, 
and as we are to fight, let’s go after 
the main issue—if we are to have a 
government of the people, by the 
people and for the people, let us 
work and fight to that end. An in­
stance like the impeachment of Gov­
ernor Ferguson on grounds and evi­
dence that a district court deems 
lacking in all the essential features 
to justify indictment and to secure 
conviction, by a legislature that is 
made up practically from the ranks 
of the legal profession of Texas, is a 
fact that ought m>t only to cause the 
citizenship to sit up and take notice, 
but it also ought to call for continued 
notice until the forces of right think­
ing and right action can be crystal- 
ized into the proper channels to get 
rid of this hideous condition that 
threatens to the utmost the sacred 
rights of citizenship.— Bangs Enter­
prise.

FOOD SHORTAGE 
ALL OVER WORLD 

IS MORE SERIOUS

Adequate Supply Is the Key 
to the Situation in Great 
World W ar; Increased Pro­
duction of Live Stock is Al­
so Necessary at This Time.

A new tile factory with a capacity 
of 800,000 pieces of tile will be put in 
operation at Denton Jan. 1. It cost 
$20,000.

Charles R. Bone, former postmaster 
at Beaumont, and a Mason of high 
degree, dropped dead at Beaumont 
on Friday- last.

W. F. Ramsey, chairman of the 
board of the Federal Reserve bank at 
Dallas, has recommended establish-

. r , . tt-tVt-vy ment o f a branch of the bank at ElBy DAVID LUBIN Paso
(Delcgato of the United States, International * _____ _

Institute of Agriculture, Rome; I _ , „Noy. n>, 1917.) j. John N. Pace, of Nordhexm, has
. a  T '¡been appointed sheriff of DeWitfThe world crop reports of the . In- ! . * , T .

ternational Institute of Agriculture ° ° " ntJ. \° w  n!
show a continued shortage of foods. IT11® ,died whiIe in WlSCOnsm’ aft*r a 
Why is there this Shortage ? ug lve"

Because millions of agricultural 
workers have been taken from the
farms and placed in the trenches. As 
they must be retained in the trenches 
so long as the war lasts, it follows 
that the shortage in foods must con­
tinue unless effective means are em­
ployed to overcome it. Now, ail ade- 
quate supply of foods is the key to 
the situation imthe present world war, 
for it has been demonstrated that 
half-fed soldiers are not be depended 
on, and a meat-starved people is sure 
to become weak-stomached for war. 
Therefore, an increase in food produc­
tion is an imperative necessity. Ac­
cordingly, extraordinary efforts -are 
being made to increase production, 
mainly of the cereals, -which are es­
sential for export for the use of our 
allies.

The time has, however, arrived 
when these extraordinary efforts 
should be supplemented so as to 
bring about increased production of 
live stock, for cattle, sheep and hogs 
are also necessary, not merely as 
foods but as raw material for manu­
facturers, for their hides, their wool 
and their fats.

That there has been a marked 
shrinkage in the volume of live stock 
is evident. We give below figures by 
the institute for several live stock 
producing countries, in thousands. 
That is, to ascertain correct figures, 
add three ciphers:

France ...............
Canada . . . . . . . .
Egypt: . . . . . . . . . .
Chili ....................
Australia . . . . . . .

France . . . . . . .  ¿ ,
Canada . .. . . . . . ,
United States... 
Australia . . . . . . .

Denmark ...........
France ............
Canada ...............
Brazil ...................

Cattle 
..1913 14,787
..1913 6,656
..1913 6*7
..1913 2,083
..1913 11,483

Sheep.
.1913 16,131

, .1913 2.12*
..1913 49,719
..1813 85,057

Bogs. 
2,496 
7,035 
3,448 

18 400

,.1914 
. .1913 
. .1913 
. .1912

1917
1917
1916
1916
1915

1917 
1917
1916
1916

1917 
1917 
1917 
1916

Cattle.
12,443

5,967
492

1,869
9,931

Sheep.
10,586

2,009
48,483
69,244
Hogs.
1,650
4.200
2,513

17,329
The decline should be arrested, and 

means to insure an increase should be 
employed. The question is, what 
means? Should they take the form of 
a bounty on production? Should it 
be done by building up extensive irri­
gation systems on arid lands so as to 
open up newr live stock ranges?

It appears to me that the third 
plan, the plan for extensive irrigation 
of arid lands, would be likely to prove 
the most effective. There are, no 
doubt, vast tracts of land in Idaho, in 
Montana, in New Mexico, In Wyoming, 
in Utah, in California, in Arizona, in, 
Colorado, in Nevada, in Texas, and in 
other, states which, when supplied 
with the necessary water could be: 
made available for cattle and sheep 
ranges. These vast tracts of land, 
when irrigated, would afford a means 
for largely increasing the area of 
livestock production.

But would not the construction of 
extensive irrigation systems be likely 
to take more time than the needs of 
the casewould permit?

Well, as tlie time required for con­
struction would depend largely upon 
the number of laborers employed, it 
would follow that by increasing their 
number the time could be shortened.

But even then, is it not likely that 
by the time such systems were gotten 
into working order the war would be 
over ?

Supposing the war were to be over, 
there would still be the shortage of 
needed live stock, for cattle, sheep 
and hogs cannot be multiplied as 
rapidly as other productions of the 
farm. There is, therefore, bound to 
be a shortage of livestock for several

The oil mill at Coleman was 
burned Saturday night with a loss of 
$100,OCO, Five firemen were injured, 
one of whom, Tom Strickland, is in a 
serious condition.

Four more aviators at the aviation 
camps near Fort Worth were killed 
during the last week by falls and col­
lisions. Three were killed when two 
planes crashed together in midair.

W. W. ("Buck” ) Searcy, one of the 
leading demcorats of Washington 
county, has been elected chairman of 
the county democratic executive com­
mittee to succeed D. C. Giddings Jr., 
who has entered the army servie^ at 
Camp Bowie, as a lieutenant.

Again newspapers are called on to 
chronicle the death of the “last sur­
vivor of the massacre of the Alamo.” 
This time the “ last survivor” was a 
Mexican who stayed as a lad of S years 
with his mother in the Alamo When 
Santa Anna’s hordes took the fortress.

T. C. Jennings, state labor commis­
sioner, in a talk at Dallas, predicted a 
large surplus of labor in Texas in a 
short time. He said thousands of 
workers drawn here by the canton­
ment- work will be idle arid also the 
drouth section is furnishing, many 
seekers for work.

Fifty gallons of good whisky was 
lost when a watchman at Palestine 
took a shot at a thief under a, car 
who had bored a hole through the car 
bottom into a barrel of booze. When 
the thief fled he left two buckets of 
liquor and a stream of it pouring 
through the car floor.

Sale of the State railroad bids for 
which were to have been submitted 
Dec. 17, has been postponed, accord­
ing to announcement made by John 
I-T. Bickett, chairman of the prison 
board. The sale now is set for Feb, 
1, 1918. Protests from Dallas and 
Palestine caused the postponement of 
the sale.

Following the lead of Houston, Aus­
tin has created a restricted district 
for saloons which after March 1, 1918, 
are to be confined to the business dis­
trict. This action will put out of bus­
iness forty-eight places for quenching- 
thirst but none of those on Congress 
avenue, the great highway to the big 
granite capitol, is disturbed, so parch­
ed solons will not suffer.

Too much water wrecked the build­
ing of the Fentress State bank, at 
Fentress, but the bank emerged from 
the flood still doing business. A big- 
storage tank which furnished the 
water supply for Fentress collapsed, 
crashing through the bank building 
and pouring tons of water over the in­
terior. The cashier sayed himself by 
taking refuge in the vault.

The application made by Repre­
sentative W. V. Dunnam of Coryell 
county, for an injunction to restrain 
the comptroller from paying war­
rants drawn on the University appro­
priation at Austin, was refused by 
Jiidge George Calhoun of the Fifty- 
third district court. The case is sim-

force that evolved our consciousness 
of equity, of justice, of righteousness, 
of righteousness for the nation as 
well as for the individual. It is a 
force forever battling against the dark 
powers of paganism. At its dawn the 
sway of this force was infinitesimal,

ilar to that recently brought by Mr. 
Dunnam at Belton before Judge 
Spann, who also refused ait injunc­
tion,

Isadore Persky, son of M. Perslty, a 
Belton merchant, who was on holiday 
leave from Camp Travis, committed 
suicide in Temple Sunday by drinking 
carbolic acid. No cause is known for 
his act.

A. J. Barton, superintendent of the 
Texas Anti-Saloon league, says not­
withstanding the submission of a 
nation-wide prohibition amendment to 
the federal constitution the fight to 
make Texas dry by state enactment 
will not be relaxed. It Is certain that 
heavy pressure will be brought to 
have statutory prohibition submitted 
fey. the governor to the legislature if a 
special session is held.

The Austin dam is Par from safe and 
complete, according to the report of 
D. W. Mead, expert engineer, who 
was employed to make a special ex­
amination of the structure. Mead re­
ports that $573,000 will be required to 
complete the dam and be also recom­
mends that the height of the dam be 
reduced from sixty-five to sixty feet, 
■which was the height of the dam car­
ried out by a flood in the Colorado 
river nearly twenty years ago.

The bodies of Clarence Sellers and 
Lee Sharp, two well known ranchmen 
of Del Rio, who had been missing since 
Thanksgiving day, have been found in 
a cave in Mexico, where they had been 
thrown, after the . men had been mur­
dered and stripped of their clothing 
by Mexican bandits. The bodies, bad­
ly decomposed, were found by a 
searching party of friends of the 
ranchmen, who had been on the trail 
of the bandits a number of days.

Wild haste to catch a train to get 
home for Christmas holidays result­
ed at Beaumont in the death of Lillian 
Guy Love, 19 years old, a student of 
the Texas university, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. S. M. Love, of Sabine coun­
ty. Missing a train at Beaumont she 
hired a service' car in which a dash 
was made to catch the train at a 
crossing. In collision with a heavy 
truck Miss Love was killed and Miss 
Gussie Garrison, teacher of expres­
sion at Coronal institute, San Marcos, 
was badly injured.

United States soldiers patrolling the 
border shot and killed Charles Feige, 
a German, who was trying to make 
his way into Mexico across the Rio 
Grande. Feige refused to stop when 
hailed, and after firing at him with 
pistols without effect a rifle shot at 
ioo yards brought him down. His 
body was brought back to the Ameri­
can side of the river by a Mexican

LOUISIANA SUGAR 
OUTPUT C A N B E 
RAISED 200 PR. CT.

Increased Acreage W o u l d  
Add One Million Tons to 
the Production of the Cane 
Fields of the Pelican State, 
Says a Prominent Grower.

“ IIow much sugar can Louisiana 
produce if she is pushed to it?” I ask­
ed E. F. Dickinson, who is manager 
of a 15,,000-acre plantation and active 
vice president of the American Cane 
Growers’ association.

“ The cane acreage could be increas­
ed 200 per cent,”  he replied, “which 
would mean toward 1,000,000 tons of 
sugar, or, roughly, three times what 
we now produce. Louisiana has about 
28,000,000 acres of land, of which only 
about 5,000,000 aeres are cultivated 
and a mere 300,000 acres are planted 
in sugar cane at the maximum.”

These figures took on life as I re­
viewed the vast bare spots I had seen 
between the great cane fields for 100 
miles on both sides o f the Mississippi. 
The plantations are great, yet the va­
cancies are much greater, even in 
the richest sections, where the soil 
wealth of many states has been depos­
ited by the Mississippi river. If sugar 
cane is a gold tooth in the mouth of 
Louisiana, there are striking gaps be­
tween, and much dental work is re­
quired.

“ If the low price of sugar is main­
tained,” continued Mr. Dickinson, “ the 
prospect for next year is a reduction 
in sugar acreage by 20 per cent, chief­
ly because the small farmers will’ find 
it more profitable to grow high-priced 
cotton, rice, corn- and potatoes. The 
big sugar producers are forced to con­
tinue because of their large invest­
ment in machinery, which must be 
kept going even on the smallest mar­
gin. But there is a limit to what the 
big plants can stand, and in recent 
years several of them have closed 
down and been dismantled.”

Louisiana sugar men have made 
some money in the. last two years; 
stiil they have had no bonanza, and 
two years o f moderate prosperity are 
not enough to make up for the epoch 
o f lean years preceding.

It is none of my business to make 
suggestions to the Food Administra­
tion, and there is a chance of getting 
in bad with some Louisians; why not 
discriminate a little in Louisiana to 
push production to the maximum and 
yet keep the price of sugar within the 
consumer’s reach? Why not finish 
the obsequies of the deceased law of 
supply and demand? Sugar making 
costs under five cents in the tropics,

woman. Feige is believed to have j toward six cents in Louisiana, and otb- 
been a spy. A camera, several draw- er prices elsewhere. A great efficient

years to come, whether the war be but with the struggle pi centuries its

The only danger right now in Gov­
ernor Fex-guson’s l'aee is there is a 
chance for too many to fall into his 
band wagon and overload it too soon. 
He appreciates all the friends that 
he can get, but it would be much 
nicer for this tidal wave to come 
about the middle of July, toe early 
might have its flare backs.—Temple 
Mirror. \

We congratulate Governor Fergu­
son on the dismissal of all the charges 
pending against him in the district 
court of Tx’avis county. This is only 
another of the multiplying evidences 
of the great injury that has been done

Potato Crop for 1917 
Shows Gain of 54.04

With an increase of 54.04 per cent 
in the 1917 potato crop over the pre­
vious yeai‘, the United States has set 
the new high mark of 439,686,000 
bushels. New York state is credited, 
by official records, with the highest 
#tate yield, which is 38,000,000 bush­
els, an increase of more than 69 per 
cent over 1916. Iowa, with a potato 
crop of 13,110,000 bushels, however, 
shows 171 per cent increase, the high­
est of any state. Other states which 
have this year more than doubled 
their 1916 potato production are Wis­
consin, Ohio. Michigan and Minnesota.

ended or not.
Assuming, however, that this irri­

gation proposal be taken up, under 
whose auspices should it be carried 
out ?

The construction of the extensive 
irrigation systems should lagely if not 
altogether be done by the govern­
ment, for this would, in the first 
place, expedite the work, and second­
ly, it would place the whole matter 
under government control.

But would not such actioix be un­
precedented?

It certainly would, but then ax-e we 
not at present living under conditions 
which are unprecedented?

The maxwelous dexterity with which 
the momentous political situatioxi has 
been handled is such that on the sur­
face all seems normal and quiet. 
Hardly a ripple seems to ruffle the 
calm of the financial and industrial 
life of the Amex-ican people.

But below the surface what is to 
be seen? A raging, ravaging, de- 
vouring- war; a great, war; the great­
est war in history; a war which con­
sumes on a scale in geometric ratio 
to that of other wars. Where former 
wars killed by the thousand this war 
kills by the hundred thousand. Where 
the sufferers could formerly be 
counted by the-million they can now 
be counted by the hundred million. 
Where forxner wax’s consumed money 
by millions this war consumes it by, 
billions.

And the war still goes on.
“But,”  says the objector, “ why 

should we war at all? Why take up 
entangling alliances with European 
nations by engaging in their domestic 
struggles? Why is not peace the. bet­
ter path for us?”

And the answer is clear, we are not 
taking up entangling alliances; this 
war is not waged for the sake of 
neighbor xxations, nor is it waged for 
peace; it is a war for fi'eedom, free­
dom first and peace after that. It is 
a war for which America must 
stand if it stands for anything. If 
we have peace before the world have 
freedom we shall presently have peace 
without freedom, the peace of slaves.

Nor is this a mere war of today. It 
was begun long- ago; it was begun by 
the force that evolved the Bible, a

sway has extended until now it seems 
to predominate; this war is to make 
it predominate, to insure freedom to 
all the world, oxxce axxd for all.

We are* therefore, called upon to 
exert all our power toward this end; 
to leave no stone unturned; to sift, 
weigh, measure, adopt and carry out 
all honox’âble means that may lead 
towax*d victory. And in so doing we 
should not overlook the importance 
of the question before us, the ques­
tion of augmenting the live stock re- 
sources of the nation.

It therefore follows that if there 
be the vacant laxxds and the water 
available for the plan proposed it is 
incumbexxt on the government to 
carry it out. More than this; the 
government should exert its influence 
towax’d having similar measures taken 
up in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico and 
other Central and South Amex-ican 
countries. Thus by augmenting the 
live stock resources of the United 
States and those o f our neighbor 
countries we would strengthen an im­
portant and essential factor toward 
victory for ourselves and for our 
allies.

irigs of the fortifications around El 
Paso and other papers which the 
army authorities did not divulge the 
contents of were found on his person. 
He was a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin and a man of high edu­
cation. A full investigation will be 
made into his operations.

Contract for the monument to Gen­
eral Sul Ross, for which $5,000 was 
appropriated by the Thirty-fifth leg­
islature, has been let to Pompeo Cop- 
piixi, famous Italian sculptor, of Chi­
cago, bxit for many years a resident 
of San Antonio. The monument will 
be located on campus of the Agricul­
tural axid Mechanical college at Col­
lege Station, of which General Ross 
was president when he died. Cop- 
pini made all the bronze statues which 
ornament the eapitol grounds at Aus­
tin aixd is an ax-tist of highest merit. 
Following is the inscription chosen to 
be placed on the monument: Law­
rence Sullivan Ross, 1838-1898; Sol­
dier, Siatesmaxi and Knightly Gentle­
man. Bi'igadier General C. S. A.; 
Governor o f Texas; President A. and 
M. College.

by an abler man, who is the bossf 
And he is the boss because he is 
shrewd enough to understand that, no 
matter how much there is to a man, 
he spreads out too thin over large af­
fairs. So he lets out his strength at 
uslxry by joinixxg stroxxg men to bis 
fortunes. They in turn make sure 
their subordinates and the x-ank and 
file are the best men available. So 
we get a Steel Trust, or a Napoleon, 
or a Santa Fe railroad. These men

plaxxtation in Louisiana can produce . t 
a cent or two a pound less than a 
small, poorly-equipped plantation ixx 
the same section. The sugar of one 
is as-nxueh needed as that o f the oth­
er, and a private buyer who wanted to 
get all the product and to encourage 
more production would «be justified in 
pas'ing more for the small output than 
for the large one. Mr. Hoover could 
erhulate the private buyer. There are 
under 2(H) sugar factories in the state, 
and it would not take long to Hoov- 
erize them.

About half of the cane grouixd in 
the factories is grown on the factory- 
owner’s plantation. The rest is bought 
from independent growers who , have 
from a few acres up to several hun­
dred acres in cane. A price at which 
the big owner will thrive does not en­
courage production among the small 
growers. If it is not practical to dis­
criminate between the ten-acre arid 
100-acre sugar farm er it should be 
feasible to put a premium on all cane 
sold at the mill, at the same time fix­
ing two prices for the mill product—• 
a higher on j for that derived from 
purchased ca ne, ami a lower figure for 
the product of the plantation cane. 
The admis ible bookkeeping system 
used ixi the plantation factories would 
lend itself x eadily to such a plan.

By such a method Mr. Hoover 
might buy Louisiana’s entire sugar 
crop at prices between five and seven 
cents., let us say, and by averaging the 
cost he eox Id resell to the nation at a 
substantial reduction below the pres­
ent figures, at the same time prevent­
ing excess profit and promoting the 
greatest po tsible yield of sugar.

Must Win War
by United Work; 

Supermen Dead
There are no supermen in wax'— or 

in peace—only fallible men and 
women that run good, average and 
poor. The superman with his titles, 
hsi orders, his “shining annor” and 
all the rest of his cheap camouflage 
is made after the event—about a huxx- 
dred years after— by snobbish his­
torians and descexxdants who find the 
supex'man stuff exceedingly useful to 
them in the king business.

All good supermen are dead-—the 
deader the better, though we had 
self-made supermen like thè k a iser- 
for this kixig business is just a busi­
ness like the movies or the circus—  
until the war forced them to prove 
up in the open. Then all the “Me 
und Gott” firms went out of business.

The so-called superman is and al­
ways has been plural« He is a small, 
tight collection of able men, headed

It is all very -well to consider the 
momentary situation and to be satis­
fied when the corner grocer hands 
you your one-pouxxd allotment of 
sweetening- But next year is ahead 
of us, aixd (here is no chance of su­
gar’s falling miraculously froxn the 
sky like mxnna upon the Children of 
Israel. It is xxot like the potato or 
coni crop which may be enormously 
expanded in a season. The ending of 
the war \i ould quickly mend^the wheat 
shortage. Not so with sugar.

Anothe r article which will appear in 
The Country Gentleman next -week 
will take up the scientific details of 
Louisiana sugar growing and tell how 
more sugar cane can be obtained from 
better cane.-—John R. McMahon, in

make mistakes— plenty of them—but 
they don’t x-epeat. They do not 
tx-avel the vicious circle of their old 
blunders. They understand that no 
man cail win With Old Genei’al Fuddy 
Duddy to execute his ordei’s, and that 
no enthusiasm or ability can produce 
results in axx office where red tape, 
politics and favoritism have desks.
These are the subordinates of failure.

The first pi-inciple of wixxning in 
war and in business are the same,
They call for a small, tight ox’gani- 
zation at the top, with every man se­
lected because he can lick his weight 
in wildcat ideas. They call for just 
one question about everyoxxe who is 
to be placed, either in congress or out 
of it, -and that is not Is he a good 
democrat? or Is he a staunch republi- 1 Country Gentlemaix. 
can? but Is he the best man for the 
job? That is the only test that will 
ruthlessly eliminate Old General 
Fuddy Duddy and partisan politics.
There can be no real teamwork where 
they are on the job. They are the 
true alien enemies that work cease­
lessly, if unwittingly, for Germany, 
even though they protest their pa­
triotism and sincerely mean it. But 
there is no known cure for a damn 
fool. Throw them out*

We have an able president, and the 
strongest men in America have un­
selfishly put themselves at his call.
Much has been done by them; more 
will be done in proportion as the weak 
men sink to their proper level and 
the strong men rise to the top. Once 
we get a Steel Trust organization, with 
our business methods raised to the 
nth power by unselfish patriotism, 
nothing can stop us. In a republic 
the true superixian is a united and de­
voted people, with determined and 
consecrated 
Evening Post

Conspiracy of Texas 
Dailies to Ignore 

Ferguson Shown
Governor Ferguson spoke to 3,000 

citizens of Erath county Monday of 
last week. Not a daily paper in the 
state gave the occasion a single line 
of publicity. It was whispered 
around x-ight after the impeachment 
trial that the daily press of the state 
had made axx agreement to ignore the 
governor entirely and thereby sup­
press him. The silence on the 
Stephexiville speech bears out that 
rumor and the daily press seems to 
be px-etty thoroughly organized to 
carry out their idea of boycott. About 
1 per cent of the faxuners of the 
state read the daily press—the other 
99 per cent read the country week­
lies; we imagirxe when the horny- 

leadership. Saturday handed yoemanry of Texas finds out 
about the conspiracy of the daily 
press against Jim Ferguson, business 
is going to pick up all along the line 
and the people’s sense of fair play will 
just about put the kibosh on 'the daily 
press which almost, with a few excep­
tions, advocates and apologizes for 
every special interest in the statf * 
San Saba Star.

President Wood of the Amex'ican 
Woolen compaxxy has purchased an 
old. bank building in New Bedford, 
Mass., because of its sentimental 
value. It is the place in whicv- he 
first worked, earning $4 a week.
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Protected Hopper for 
Chickens in the Open

With grain at its present high 
prices, poultrymen the country over 
are driven, ns never before, to adopt 
every measure which will avoid waste. 
In former times much grain was lost 
by being scratched or pulled out of the 
feed dishes. Many of the modern 
hoppers, however, are so arranged 
that this loss is minimized. These 
hoppers are very generally vised in 
poultry houses. They have not been 
adapted to outside poultry feeding, 
though, because they offer no protec­
tion from the elements.

Various devices have been experi­
mented with to make outside hopper 
feeding satisfactory. One of the most 
successful contrivances originated 
with a Massachusetts poultry farmer 
and is in use all over his large plant. 
Two regulation metal hoppers are 
placed back to back on the ground. 
Then a little tentlike structure of 
boards is set over. This structure is 
about three feet high, and as wide at 
the bottom.

The boards, however, are spaced 
only halfway down the legs. The roof, 
being slanted, does not offer any op­
portunity to the birds to perch on it, 
and sheds the rain so effectually that 
the hoppers are given good protection. 
This device also keeps the sun from 
shining directly on the contents of the 
hopper. It also offers a little shelter 
to the chickens. A feeding outfit 
like this is easily constructed at home, 
costs but little, and is very useful when 
chickens are raised on range.—The 
Country Gentleman.

To Give Bacon and 
Hams Home Flavor

Replying to an inquirer from Roff, 
Okla., who asked how to cure hams 
and bacon at home so it will taste 
like the meat put up by the big pack­
ing firms, the Kansas City Weekly 
Star gives this formula:

If you had ever become accustomed 
to eating thoroughly first class farm 
cured pork you certainly would not 
be hankering for the factory flavor, 
good as it may be. If you will just 
turn back to the November 28 issue 
of The Weekly Star, in F. Q. D., you 
or anyone interested in having the 
best home-cured pork, will find Doc­
tor Maters’s method complete. F. Q. 
D. is not engaged in trying to tell 
folks how to so prepare things that 
they will have the factory or store 
taste. If you prefer a brine cure, here 
is one published in a government bul­
letin: When the meat is thoroughly 
cooled (not frozen) rub each piece 
with salt and allow it to drain over 
night. Then pack it in a barrel with 
the hams and shoulders in the bottom, 
using the strips of bacon to fill in be­
tween or to lay on top. Weigh out 
for each one hundred pounds of meat 
eight pounds of salt, two pounds of 
brown sugar and two ounces of salt­
peter. Dissolve all in four gallons of 
water and cover the meat with the 
brine. For summer use it is better to 
boil and skim the brine before using. 
In that case it should be thoroughly 
cooled before using. For winter cur­
ing it is not necessary to boil the 
brine. This is a good, standard cure.

TEXAS DROPS TO 
SECOND PLACE ÏN 

VALUE OF CROPS

After Holding Lead in 1915 
and 1916 Lone Star State 
Falls Back on Account of 
Continued Drouth, Yield­
ing First Place to Illinois.

Texas dropped from first to second 
place in the list of states in value of 
agricultural products as of Dec. 1, 
according to reports made public by 
the United States department of agri­
culture. Texas was first in 1915 and 
1916, but the drouth of this year 
pulled down its values, until the first 
place is yielded to the. state of Illi­
nois. The figures compiled by the de­
partment do not include live stock, 
but are based upon thirteen main 
crops. The total value of these crops 
for Texas was $788,983,000, which, 
even with drouth conditions, is an in­
crease of $104,132,000, but compared 
with the ten-year average this year’s 
values are only 73.9 per cent.

The total value for the nation 
reaches the sum of $13,580,768,000, as 
against $8,987,870,000 for 1916. The 
Texas cotton crop brought an average 
of 26.7 cents, as against 19.4 cents 
last year, while the production was 
more than 600,000 bales short of 1916. 
At that the value of Texas cotton was 
$415,852,500, an increase of $94,- 
559,600. Otherwise the largest Texas 
crop from the standpoint of value was 
corn, which amounted to $129,-
968.000. Other Texas values were: 
Rice $12,420,000, rye $39,000, oat3 
$30,381,000, hay $9,000,000, bai'ley 
$247,000, winter wheat $34,020,000, 
tobacco $70,000, sweet potatoes $9,-
173.000, potatoes $5,796,000, broom 
corn $182,000, kafir corn $28,794,000, 
peanuts $36,126,000 (increase of 
$23,000,000).

Little Home Hints 
for Busy Housewives

Here are correct weights of some 
vegetables: Onions, 57 pounds; beans, 
60; potatoes (Irish), 60; potatoes 
(sweet), 50; turnips, 55.

When rugs become dingy give them 
this treatment: Wring a cloth out 
of a basin of warm water into which 
3 tablespoons of ammonia has been 
added, and wipe the rugs all over. 
This will not harm the most delicately 
colored rug, but brightens it and 
makes it look like new.

Try this for making hominy: To 
one-half gallon shelled corn, use 2 
heaping tablespoons lye. Cook in 
boiling water 10 minutes, drain, wash 
in four or five waters. Cook again 1-2 
hour, drain, cook in boiling water 
until tender or cook about four hours 
if enough lye is used you will have no 
trouble with the hulls or ends, but 
don’t let the corn cook in the lye wa­
ter more than 10 minutes.

Celery Can Be Grown 
Easily as Tomatoes

Very few persons seem to realize 
that the celery plant is as easily grown 
in Kansas and other sections as the 
other common garden plants such as 
tomatoes, peas and beans. Only a 
small amount of labor is required* to 
have fresh celery for use throughout 
the entire winter.

Any standard variety is good; we 
use the (Siant Paschal. We planted 
the seeds in the open ground and 
transplanted the plants in late June.

It is necessary to have a very rich 
soil for good growth. If the ground is 
not in the best condition, plenty of 
well rotted manure should be worked 
into the soil, then the plants should 
be supplied with plenty of moisture at 
all times. The spring and early sum­
mer rains will usually furnish suffi­
cient moisture for the first period. 
Water and richness of the soil seem to 
be the main essentials.

Without any farther effort, except 
to keep the ground free from weeds, 
we had an excellent growth of well 
developed plants.

When the frosts of fall began to 
warn us our crop was in danger, we 
prepared holes with a common post 
hole digger.. The holes were about 
two and one-half feet deep and about 
seven inches in diameter. These holes 
should be dug on well drained land so 
that superfluous moisture will not ac­
cumulate in them if the winter should 
be wet.

We placed a- small amount of sUr-„ 
face dirt in the bottom of each hole. 
Carefully lifting the entire plant of 
celery from the ground, we removed 
all extra outside leaves, leaving the 
bleached center, then placed plant in 
the hole, packing the dirt around the 
roots just as if transplanting in the 
garden, using care not to leave soil 
on the crown of the plant.

Boards were then laid over the 
holes and plants left to continue their 
growth. Old sacks or newspapers 
could be placed under the boards in 
extreme cold weather. Fresh stalks 
grew up as fast as any were removed 
for table use. The stalks in this dark­
ened place grew already bleached and 
the result was plenty of fresh tender 
celery as unlike the wilted variety 
from the store as any one can imagine.

The thex-moineter fell as low as 16 
below zero, yet, iix the spring, roots 
were removed, reset in the garden, 
and seeds grown from the plant.— 
Mrs. D. W .Lockhart in Weekly Stax-.

BREED HOGS TO 
FEED MORE MEN 

TO WHIP BOOTIES

Swine Breeders Urged to In­
crease Litters to Furnish 
Food for Soldiers in the 
Trenches in War for World 
Democracy.

Mrs. A. C. Smith of Birmingham, 
If the pork is properly handled an(j j Ala., hasjlemonstrated^that it is possi- 
smoked the flavor will be good. For
hogs that dress 20 to 250 pounds the 
meat should remain in the brine six 
weeks, then hung and allowed to dry. 
and smoke until of a nice light brown 
color. While the meat should not 
freeze while hanging, the smoking 
should be completed, before fly time.

Hen Should Be Rated 
at Her Proper Value

The farmer is alv/ays so close to 
his work that he is apt to get a dis­
torted view of the value of a lot of 
things he produces. His business is 
closely tied up with his home life, and 
it’s hard to tell whei-e one begins and 
the» other ends.

A chicken, instead of being consid­
ered as something with a definite mar­
ket lvalue, usually is looked upon as so 
much food that hasn’t cost much of 
anything to produce. The farmer is 
fooled by the fact that there has 
been .no visible cash outlay. But if 
that fowl was worth a dollar on the 
city market, a dollar is what it has 
cost him. He is satisfying his appe­
tite for chicken a dollar’s worth 
rather than adding that much to his 
bank account.

This notion that market values 
should not be chai'ged to home- 
produced foods come down to us from 
eai'lier days, when the farmer had 
no cash market for much that he 
grew. Then the stuff was consumed 
by the family or went to waste. Then 
living cost was measured in labor.

Americans, accustomed to abun­
dance, have this habit pretty strongly 
fixed. Even the frugal foreigners, 
trained to consider whether they 
could afford to eat what they raised, 
also fall victims to the fallacy that 
whatever already belongs to you is 
cheap.

It is conceivable that many a 
farmer has eaten himself out of a lot 
of profit that he might just as well 
have had while still enjoying a good 
living. He should put a cash value 
on his produce and then decide 
whether he can afford to eat it.—The 
Country Gentleman.

Hardening Ration for

ble, in these days of high prices for 
food products, to make a living from 
even a small plot of ground. She. put 
up this season 11,711 bottles of pep­
pers which she grew on a half acre of 
ground. They sold readily at good 
prices to private families in Birming­
ham and she is preparing to plant two 
acres to peppers next spring.

These biscuits are vei'y much like 
light bread rolls: Sift flour in mix­
ing bowl. Make a hole in center for 
ingredients— 1 teaspoon salt, 1 tea­
spoon baking powder and a little bread 
soda beaten into a cup of buttermilk. 
Pour milk and soda on salt and bak­
ing powder and mix as m uch  flour as 
needed, roll and cut. Put 1 teaspoon 
lard in bread pan, heat and dip bis­
cuits in grease and turn over. No 
more grease is required..

In serving corn dishes on its dining 
cars one of the big railways distrib­
ute a small card giving recipes and 
other interesting information. One 
paragi’aph reads: On our menu this 
morning he have cornmeal cakes 
made according to this famous old- 
time recipe: Four cups cornmeal, 3 
cups boiling water, 1 cup cream, 3 
eggs, 1 tablespoon sugar and 2 tea­
spoons baking powder. Salt to taste. 
Mix well meal and water (do not let 
it lump), add the cup of cream, into 
which the 3 eggs have been beaten; 
then add sugar, and last the baking 
powder. Bake on hot griddle.

During the months when the hens 
are producing eggs at a heavy rate 
they ought to have an abundance of 
pulverized oyster shells to enable them 
to produce eggs with proper thickness 
and quality of shells. It is not like 
grit, which is used for a time in the 
gizzard, at or least Until the sharp 
ones are worn out in grinding the food 
therein. It is a good plan to fill the 
hoppers with shells once a week and 
then you will be sure that the hens 
have enough and will not be troubled 
with soft-shelled eggs.

When making cornbread with sour 
milk Mrs. Helen G. Houghton, of 
Pleasanton, Kas., says she likes to 
make enough for two dinners. The 
second day dip the cold cornbread 

^  TT ¡into hot water and out again very
F i n i s h i n g “ © O i l  H o g s  quickly. Drain a moment, put into

1 a pan and bake in hot oven about 20 
minutes, or until the crust is done. 
This saves times and is even better 
than when freshly made.

A ration of two-thirds ■ corn and 
one-third cottonseed meal is an ex­
cellent hardening ration for hogs that 
have been fed on peanuts, velvet 
beans, chutas, sweet potatoes or other 
feeds that pi'oduce soft pork, accord­
ing to the Southern Ruralist. This ra­
tion should not be fed for more than 
three weeks, however, as cottonseed 
meal fed in large quantities for a 
long time has a poisonous effect upon 
hogs. It is not safe to feed it for 
more than thirty days or in very 
large quantities. Still, as a finishing 
and hardening ration for the last three 
weeks of a hog’s life this corn and 
cottonseed meal will give larger gains 
at less cost and harden the meat more 
quickly than will a sti’aight com ra- 
rion— Duroc Bulletin,

Here are two cake recipes tided 
many times and found good. For num­
ber 1 take one-half cup of lard, two 
cups of molasses, 1 ph^ of butter, 1 
and one-half pints of flour sifted 
with two rounding teaspoonfuls of 
soda and one of baking powder. Add 
spices to taste. Bake in loaf or lay­
ers and ice, or in muffin rings. The 
second is a cooky recipe and calls for 
one-half cup of lard, one cup of mo­
lasses. oixe heaping teaspoonful of 
soda dissolved in two tablespoonfuls 
of hot water or coffee, one and one- 
half pints of flour and spices to taste. 
Roll, cut and bake to golden brown.

Timely “Donfs” for 
Men Called to Arms

Expex-ience of thousands of mem­
bers of the national army upon report­
ing for duty at Camp Travis has de­
veloped some “dont’s” that may be 
timely for the second contingent of 
rnen selected to serve their counti-y, 
who will soon leave for training 
camps. The fii-st one of these is an 
admonition against overloading with 
all kinds of personal effects. Some 
men have brought trunks, for which 
thei'e is no room, and no place. A suit 
case is the best thing in which to 
bring spax'e clothes and is a good 
thing to have here in which to keep 
clothes, whether you bi'ing anything 
in it or not.

Don’t overload "with Underweary 
socks, shirts, etc. Uncle Sam issues 
underwear and socks and you must 
wear the kind issued, so that your 
other articles will hâve to be disposed 
of or returned to your home.

Doxx’t wear your best clothes, or 
even your good clothes to camp. It 
may be several days before your uni­
form cart be issued to you and you 
will have fatigue duty to do in your 
good clothes. It is best to bring 
clothes you can give away to the Bel­
gian Relief society. Your civilian 
clothes cannot be kept in camp and 
will have to be sold or sent to your 
home.

The same thing' applies; to your 
shoes. It is not bad, however, to have 
some slight slippers or moccasins to 
slip on when you have taken o ff your 
marching shoes.

Three bath towels and as many face 
towels is more than enough. Don’t 
bx-ing a half dozen of each ox' more. 
They will be in your way. You will 
be issued several towels by the gov­
ernment.

It ia well to bring your shaving and 
toilet articles. A soap box is almost 
necessai-y. An unbreakable mirror is 
desirable and will last a life time. 
Shoe brushes or rags will also be 
needed. A clothes brush would not 
be out of place, or a whisk broom. 
Get a “housewife,” or some needles, 
olive drab thread and a few bachelor 
buttons fox' underwear, etc.

In bringing handkerchiefs the olive 
drab or bandana style give the best 
sei'vice; however, a half dozen: or 
more white handkeschiefs could be 
used.

One or two soft bosom shirts with 
cuffs attached can be used. They ai'e 
worn with the uniform blouse, to­
gether with a white standing collar 
or stock.

Bèd clothes will not be needed. 
Blankets, bed sack and quilts are is­
sued by the government. A small pil­
low can be purchased here at the 
camp exchanges, if desired.

The government issues, in addition 
to bedding, summer and winter 
clothes, poncho of rain coat,. sox, 
underwear, Woolen shirts, hat, hat 
cord, belt, barrack bag or laundry bag, 
comb, brush, soap and towels, shoes, 
one pair for dress and one for march­
ing and drilling, gloves and leggins.

A. mess kit is also issued which in­
cludes knives, foi'ks and spoons, plates 
and drinking cup.

Practically everything desired can 
be purchased at slightly above cost 
price fi'om the exchanges operated 
throughout the camp. The profits of 
these go to the funds of the various 
organizations in camp and- are used 
for their benefit entirely.

To most of us it still seems a long, 
long way to Fx-ance— too long for the 
average of us to begin to feel war. 
The fellow wrho wakes up to the 
peaceful, early morning scenes of an 
Iowa prairie farm can’t imagine the 
roar of guns. He finds it all but im­
possible to connect himself in any 
persona], intimate way with war. It 
is something , irritable-and impersonal 
that has taken away the hired, 
man, maybe called a son or brother 
to the training camp, and affected 
pi-ices and business conditions. But it 
hasn’t sti’uck home deeply enough for 
the most of us to feel ourselves of 
it. It has stirred, our patriotism, and 
become a part of the daily life, but 
few of us in the hog business have 
awakened to a realization of just 
■what it means.

Mr. Purebi'ead Hogman and Mr. 
Pork Raiser, you have been di'afted 
and put upon the firing line. You 
have truthfully and most seriously a 
fearfully strategic tx'ench in the front 
line to hold; you have a dangerously 
important place in the ranks to fill 
in the next drive against the kaiser. 
No khakied soldier under Pershing or 
Haig shoulders a gun half so preg­
nant of German defeat or half so 
feared by Hindenburg as the squealing 
pig in your hog pen.

There was this morning no soldier 
in France, awakened to tui'n back a 
Gei'man charge, half so impoi'tant to 
the war result as you were, w-hen you 
rubbed the sleep fx-om your eyes, 
climbed into the old boots and wrent 
out to the slop and feed the hogs. 
You could throw your lite aw’ay reck­
lessly and courageously against a Ger­
man bayonet, and not produce half 
the result that you did when you sat 
up all night to save all the pigs fx-om 
the old red sow’.

You could show the yellow streak 
and show yourself both a traitor and 
a coward among the United States 
troops along Pershing's sector in 
Fl-ance—and you would not be any 
more entitled to courtmai'tial and 
firing squad than if you neglected to 
breed a few of the brood sows in your 
herd.

This sounds like strong, foolish talk 
and is hard to believe—but it’s time.

Bullets are more plentiful than 
pigs. Powder is not worrying the 
allies neai-ly so much as meat. And 
an empty gun is little worse for a 
fighting man than an empty stomach.

Factox'ies can and are being built 
to turn out guns by the million and 
cannons by the thousands.

But the American farmer is the 
sole manufacturer of pork. He can’t 
breed hogs with machinery. All the 
men in the country can’t make his 
old sow work three shifts per day. 
You can speed up and treble the work 
in a factory, but nature is the chief 
boss in the pig pens and you can’t 
hurry her:process one iota.

All you can do is to see that nature 
is; given every possible chance in 
every possible instance to make a lit­
ter of pigs grow in the spring where 
one is growing now.

Breed every sow and gilt, and .you 
will be throwing a barrage into a 
German trench.

Save every pig when these sows and 
gilts farrow, and you will be entitled 
to the same high praise as a Red 
Cross nurse when she saves a sol­
dier’s life in a hospital at the fx'ont.

Mix intelligence, foresight, precau­
tion, consistent economy and com­
mon sense into the feed that goes to 
your herd. Don’t feed lice and worms 
and lung fevex*. Feed pork. Keep 
the pens clean and sanitary. Keep 
the hogs healthy. Keep them grow­
ing to the-maximum pound for every 
sack of feed or bucket of swill that 
goes into the tx-ough.

Bi'eeding stock is woefully scarce 
the country over. The supply of sows 
and gilts are away below standard. 
Right now wise breedei's and feedei’s 
ara scouring the country for bred 
sows and sows to breed, and finding 
far too few.— Duroc Bulletin.

PUBLISHERS SEE 
MENACE IN ZONE 

POSTAL SERVICE

Proposition of Congress to 
Cut Country Into Sections 
for Fixing Rates of Postage 
Would Stop National Cir­
culation of Publications.

The countx-y would not tolex-ate a 
sectional tariff. It would not dream 
of letting the Seaboard states levy a 
duty on trans-Mississxppl wrheat and 
bacon, while the trans-Mississippi 
states set up an import bari-ier against 
Seaboard boots and calico— with Min­
nesota erecting a customs wall against 
Louisiana sugar and Louisiana putting 
one up against Minnesota flour.

To such a proposal—-If anyone were 
crazy enough to make it— the unani­
mous answ-er would be: “We don’t 
want this country cut up into sections. 
W e want the freest possible inter­
change of goods, for that tends to 
make the nation one. We remember 
that, when Bismarck wanted to get 
the separate German states into an 
empire he began by establishing fi-ee 
trade among them, knowing how that 
would unify them.”

And at this time, of all others, when 
the nation is requii-ed to put forth all 
its united strength against a formid- 
able foe, any proposal to exit it into 
sections economically would be con­
sidered monstrous.

Th* second-class postal provisions 
of the new revenue bill—adopted 
hugger-mugger, at the last moment in 
secret conference—propose to cut the 
countx-y into sections intellectually and 
to set up sectional tariff barriers 
against the interchange of ideas,

' The oasis of the country’s thinking 
is found in what it reads, for almost 
all its information, outside of neigh­
borhood affairs, comes to it on the 
printed page. Probably nine-tenths of 
what it x'eads is found in the news­
papers and pex-iodicals subject to 
second-class postal rates.

The new revenue law, establishing 
a zone system, with increasing rates, 
lays a practically prohibitive chaige 
upon long hauls for the average news­
paper or magazine. Its sure effect 
will be to stop national circulation of 
printed matter and establish sectional 
circulation. The Pacific states will 
have one set of publications, the Mis­
sissippi states anothei', the south an­
other, the east another.

That this law will put a great many 
useful publications out of business is 
another question. When the publish- 
in'g business is finally adjusted to it 
the country will be marked across 
with vii'tually prohibitive tariff bar­
riers against the circulation of printed 
matter. ’

That the counti'y will accept such a 
result—at this time of all times—is 
uttex-ly incredible.— Satui'day Evening 
Post.

L A T E  M A R K E T  R E P O R T S

New Orleans.
New Orleans, La., Dec. 26.— A stiff ad­

vance resulted in cotton here today from a 
steady demand which late in the session 
reached large proportions. In the early 
trading buying was encouraged by the ab­
sence of January tenders; later it was 
prompted by firmness of spot prices, south­
ern markets in some instances reaching 30c 
and over for middling at the highest levels 
of the day, prices were 50 to 68 points up 
and all months were at new high records. 
The close showed net gains of 46 to 67 
points. The highest levels were reached on 
the showing made by the spot, markets.

Locally, spots were 12 points up at 29.25 
for middling. January at its best sold at 
29.36, the highest future quotation ever 
posted in this market.

New York.
New York, Dec. 26.—-There was a sharp 

advance in cotton today with all the active 
months making new high records for the 
season. Trading was not active or general, 
but there appeared to be very few sellers and 
the strength of the near positions dominated 
the entire list. January sold up to 30.55 
during the late, trading, or 80 points above 
Monday’s closing figure, and closed at 30.53 
with the général list closing strong at a 
net gain of 43 to 78 points.

The market ox>ened steady at unchanged 
prices to an advance of 23 i>oints with Jan­
uary relatively firm. It was the first Jan­
uary notice day, but no notices were issued, 
and traders seemed to doubt whether much 
cotton will be brought here for delivery un­
less shipments ffrom the local stock make 
more warehouse room available. After show­
ing a net advance of about 20 to 30 points 
the market xeacted 10 to 12 points under 
realizing. There also was some scattered 
southern selling but trade interests were 
buyers on the setback and prices soon firmed 
up again, Covering became more active as 
the market worked above the early high 
levels and stop orders were uncovered on 
the late advance which carried March con­
tracts up to 29.95, May to 29.55 and July 
to 29.10, or about 50 to 80 points net higher 
on the active months. Last prices were 
within 2 or 3 points of the best.

SPOTS.

Galveston.
Galveston, Tex., Dec. 26,— Middling 29.90; 

receii>ts 1,808; exports 7,137; sales 504; stock 
257,961.

Chicago.
, Chicago, HI., Dec. 26.— Cern prices hard­
ened today owing more or less to the fact 
that cold weather throughout the west was 
expected to continue for several days and 
that railroad operations would be interfered 
with. The market closed firm %c to %c  
net higher, with January at $1.26% to 
$1.20% and May at $1.24% to $1.25. Oats 
gained l% c  to l% c . In provisions, the out­
come ranged from 30c decline to a rise of 5c.

Although trade in corn was entirely of a 
holiday character, buyers had a little the 
advantage from the outset. Offerings were 
scarce and rural notices of consignments 
lacked bulk. Prevalent low temperatures 
seemed to be largely responsible, as the car 
supply showed but little improvement.

Oats touched the highest prices yet this 
season. Impetus for the upturn came chief­
ly from signs of a revival of seaboard ship­
ping demand. In the provision market 
sales were ascribed in the main to a desire 
to l-ealize profits.

Corn— Open. High. Low. Close.
Dec............... . . .$1.27% $1.27% $1.27% $1.27%
Jan............... . . .  1.26 1.26% 1.25% 1.26%
May . . . . . .

Oats—-
. . .  1.24% 1.25 1.24% 1.24 %

Dec............... . . .  .78 .79% .78 .79%
March . . . . . . . .78 % . .78% .77% .78%
May ...........

Pork—
• » • *7 5 *4 •76 % .75% .76%

Jan........... ___ 46.62 46.62 46.00
May . . . . . . .  .46.05 46.05 45.60

Lard—
Jan............. . . . .  24.25 24.40 24.20
May ......... ___ 24.80 24.80 24.57

Ribs—
Jan............. ___ 24.35 24.50 24.12
May ......... ___ 24.S5 24.95 24.60

Chicago,
Cash 

111., Dec. 2
Grain.
6.— Corn— No.

46.00
45.60

24.20
24.57

24.17 
24.C7

nominal.
Oats— Standard 81© %c. 
Rye— No. 2 $1 .82#%c. 
Barley $1.38 @1.57.

Livestock
Fort Worth,

Fort Worth, Tex., Dec. 26.— Cattle— Re­
ceipts 2.000; inarket 10c to 15c up. Beeves 
$7.50@11.50; stockera $6.50@9.75; heifers 
$6.50@10.00; cows $4.50@8.50; bulls $5.50# 
7.65; calves $5.50@11.25.

Hogs— Receipts 500; market unchanged. 
Heavy $16.30@16.40; light $16.25@16.30 ; 
medium $16.Q0@16,30; mixed $15.76@16.00; 
yearlings $12.00@ 13.00 ; wethers $10.00@ 
12.00; ewes $10.00@11.00; culls $5.50(3)7.50; 
goats $5.5Q@7.50.

Chicago.
Chicago, 111., Dec. 26.— Hogs—Receipts 26,- 

000; tomorrow 38,900 ; market strong. Bulk 
$16.90#17.25; light-. $16.25@17.20 ; mixed 
$16.70@T7.30; heavy $16.60@17.30 ; rough 
$16.60@16.S0; pigs $12.00@16.00.

Cattle— Receipts 12,000; tomorrow 16,000; 
market strong. Native steers 37.45@14.4XX 
western steers not- quoted, season over until 
next August: stockera and feeders $6,65# 
10.30; cows and heifers $5.30@11.40; calves 
$8.50@15.75.

Sheep— Receipts 19,000; tomorrow 17,00; 
market steady. Wethers $9.00@13.10; ewes 
$8,00@ 11.90; lambs $12.60@16.40.

Sugar

Stock Market
New York, Dec. 26.— Rails led the post­

holiday recession on the stock exchange, 
a score of those issues declining 1 to 4 
points, with yet lower records for St. Paul 
preferred at 62% and Baltimore &  Ohio 
preferred and common at 48% and 38%, re­
spectively.

The freslr reaction was popularly asso­
ciated with indications that the administra­
tion is soon to announce its policy of rail­
road control, congress to shax-e in the re­
sponsibility.

An illustration of the caution with which 
transportation companies are irroceeding was 
furnished by the Delaware & Hudson direc­
tors. A regular dividend was declared fox' 
the first quarter of 1918, instead of order­
ing payments for the full year, as was long 
the custom.

Industrials suffered almost as much as 
rails, deriving their impulse from sporadic 
liquidation of equipments. For this no ex­
emption was vouchsafed other than a possi­
ble revision o£ prices by the war board.

Trading laxrsed after the first hour, the 
market coming to a standstill in the inter­
mediate and later periods, except for a 
weakening of utilities. Leaders made nomi­
nal rallies just before the close, chiefly 
Reading and; Union Pacific, United States 
Steel showing a net loss of 2 points at 83%. 
Sales amounted to 415,000 shares.

Foreign bonds forfeited much of their re­
cent recovery on the less favorable war 
views presented by representative banking 
Interests. Liberty issues were active, the 
3%s holding at 98.50 to 98.22. sales,
par value, aggregated $4,650,000.

United States bonds, old issues, were un­
changed on call.

A happy man or woman is a better 
thing to find than a five-pound note. 
He or she is a radiating focus of good 
will; and their entrance into a room 
is as though another candle had been 
lighted. We need not care whether 
they could prove the forty-seventh 
proposition; they do a better thing 
than that, they practically demon­
strate the great Theorem of the 
Livableness of Life.— Robert Louis 
Stevenson.

WOMEN HIRED IN 
SCHEME TO C U T  
WAGE STANDARDS

State Industrial Commissioner Sayer 
performs a timely service in correct­
ing the false Impression that there is 
a great scarcity of labor and in warn­
ing the public against attempts to 
exploit underpaid female labor on 
that pretext. No shortage of labor ex­
ists; what has occurred is that work­
men have become restless by reason 
of the curi'ent reports of inflated 
wages, and as the result of leaving 
their jobs for others with better pay, 
only to quit those in turn, they have 
brought about conditions of unequal 
labor distribution.

These conditions are bound to cor­
rect themselves in time. The mistake 
to be avoided while they last is that 
o f making them the excuse for hiring 
women for men’s work at less than 
men’s pay. As Commissioner Sayer

Ousting Officer 
Recalls Early

Texas History
Interesting Texas histox-y was re­

called more than eight years ago by 
E. H. Loughery, long one of the active 
and able workei'S*in the Texas news­
paper field. It was in connection with 
the expulsion from the Texas senate of 
Senator Bascom Thomas and his im­
mediate re-election by the voters of 
his district. Mi’. Loughery, in his 
published article at that time, after 
relating the story of the explsion fi'orii 
the congress of the Republic of Texas 
of Robert Wilson, representing the 
Harrisburg district, suggests that the 
reminiscence is interesting as show­
ing that history at times still repeats 
itself. A like suggestion may not be 
inopportune in a more recent case of 
expulsion.

At any rate, the histoi’y of the first 
expulsion as told by Mr. Loughery is 
an interesting one and it is here re­
produced as it appeared in the Hous­
ton Post, April 11, 1909; •

Austin, Tex., Dee. 10.— The eviction 
of Senator Thomas fx-om his seat in 
the senate of the Thirty-first legisla­
ture, his re-election to it by an over­
whelming majority, and his return 
with eclat recalls to mind the only 
similar' instance that has ever taken 
place in Texas histoi’y.

The happening to which I refer 
transpired at the fix'st session of the 
Thix’d congress of the Republic of 
Texas, when the seat of government 
was located at Houston and the law­
makers held, their deliberations in the 
capitol ex-ected by the Allen brother's 
(founders of the city), a building that 
in later years became thè Capitol 
hotel.

The Senate journal for Dec. 26, 1838, 
thus briefly alludes to the matter:

“The report of the committee on the 
affair of Mr. Wilson, member from 
Harrisburg, was taken up,

“The ayes arid noes being called for, 
stood as follows:

“Ayes—Messrs. Barxiet, Burlesoh, 
Burton, Everitt, Greex’, Jones, Ken­
drick, Seguin, Stroud and Whax'ton— 
10.

“No—Mr. Dunn— 1.
“So the report was adopted. * * *
“Mr. Barnet submitted the follow­

ing resolution, viz; ,
“That the seat of the member from 

Harrisburg county be vacated.
“Mr. Barnet stated that the grounds 

upon which the report had been made 
were:

“ 1. The repeated clamox-ous oaths 
made by the senator from Harrisburg,says: _____ L __________

“We will be very short-sighted if j anq invoking high heaven to strike 
we permit our women to be exploited | dead in their tracks aii those who
by factory-owners who, under the 
camouflage of an alleged labor short­
age, seek to replace well-paid men 
with underpaid women. There is no 
patriotism in that kind of shop man­
agement, and it contains the seeds of 
industrial unrest and disturbance.” 

Not only is such a policy unpatriot­
ic but it implies a sordid attempt to 
put war service to, the base uses of 
breaking down wage standards for 
private gain. It is evident enough 
that the war will establish womeii per­
manently in new industrial occupa­
tions. But they must come in on 
equal wage tenus with men for equal 
woiic; there must be no profiteering 
in. their labor.—New York World.

Progress is the law of life.—Robert 
Browning.

voted against him on the hill under 
considei'ation of the senate on 
Monday.

“ 2. His peremptory i-efusal to 
come to order, saying lie would be 
damned if he would come to order.

“ 3. His refusing to seat himself or 
be seated by the sergeant at arms, and 
ordered the sergeant at arms to stand 
off and not touch him, swearing that 
no power but God’s could seat him.

“Disclosing secx'ecy, contrary to the 
meaning and intentions of the seven­
teenth section of the constitution.”

The resolution being adopted, Wil­
son was expelled. That was thought 
to be his finish, but it was not by a 
long shot.

The journal for Jan. 21, 1839, says:
“ Mr. Robert Wilson from Harris- j ordex'ed by the president of the senate 

bui'g and Liberty presented his e re -•to arrest Mi’. Wilson and the pex-son

New York, Dec. 26.— Raw sugar was more 
active today, saies: teeing reported to a com­
mittee of 60,000 bags of Gubas for December 
and January shipment at 4.985, cost and 
freight, equal to 6.005 for centrifugal, duty 
paid to New York, and 20,000 bags of Cubas, 
December shipment to Savannah at 4.96, 
cost and fi'eight; The market closed at 4.985 
for Cubas, cost aild freight, equal to 6.005 
for centrifugal.

In refined no increase was.ixoted in busi­
ness. Brices Mere unchanged at 8.15 to 8.35 
for fine granulated with some of the re­
finers still out of the market.

dentiais of election, was sworn in and 
took his seat.”

Nothing is said or tne tumult that 
accompanied the event, nor the small 
after-clap that followed.

Wilson was a member of the senate, 
of the Fii-st, Second and Third Texas 
congresses, and afterward figured 
somewhat prominently in politics for 
years.

The late ex-governor, F. R. Lub­
bock, tells who Wilson was and gives 
a somewhat di'amatic account of the 
expulsion of the honorable gentleman 
from the senate of the Third congress, 
his return and the events that imme­
diately ensued:

Lubbock says:
“Robert Wilson, senator from the 

district of Harrisbui'g and Liberty 
counties, was one of the earliest 
settlers of Harrisburg on Buffalo 
bayou. He is supposed to have 
brought the fii'st steamboat, the Ca­
yuga, that navigated Galveston bay. 
He was also interested in the first 
steam saw mill in the country. This 
was destroyed by Santa Anna as his 
army piassed down to San Jacinto. 
While in the senate, and at a time 
when the finances of the countx-y were 
in a very bad condition, certain banks 
in Mississippi made propositions to 
loan Texas their bank issue, and the 
matter was discussed in secret session, 
Senator Wilson opposed the proposi­
tion, denouncing the banks as in a 
failing condition, and asserting that 
Texas would be swindled if she bor­
rowed and put their money into cir­
culation. He was an upright, enter­
prising citizen, and had acquii’ed 
large propei'ties in this section, ,ahd 
being a business man was a repre­
sentative of that class. So, while he 
was hot under the collar at the pros­
pect of the threatened financial ruin, 
he used vei'y unpai'liamentax'y lan­
guage toward his brother senators, 
and, defying the sei'gèant at arms, 
made quite a scene, and afterwards 
on the outside, being a jovial com­
panion and great talkei', said too much 
about what was going on in secret 
session. For these reasons, which the 
records of the senate will show, he 
was arraigned and his seat declai'ed 
vacant. The people of Houston and 
his district generally became indig­
nant at his expulsion, and when an 
election was ordered to fill the va­
cancy in ten days, by an overwhelming 
vote they returned ‘Honest, Bob,' as 
he was familiarly called. On the day 
that he was to take his seat his con­
stituents procured a large carriage, 
seated the senator-elect in it, and ig- 
noi’ing horses, pulled it by hand to 
the capitol amid the shouts arid hur- 
l'ahs of thè multitude. He stood up in 
the carriage to make them a little 
speech before he should enter; and in 
conclusion he said: ‘My friends, you 
make me a great man in spite of my­
self.’ He was then borne from the 
carriage upon their shouldei's into the 
capitol, when the sergeant at arms 
again tried his hand upon him, being

Produce
Chicago, 111., Dec. ,26.— Butter lower—- 

Creamery 39@48%c.
Egrga ■higher— Receipts 4,469 cases. Firsts 

48@ 51c; ordinary firsts 44@46c; at mark, 
cases included, 44@50c; refrigerator firsts 
37 @ 38c.

Potatoes higher— Receipts forty cars. W is­
consin, Michigan, Minnesota bulk $1.90@ 
2.10; sacks $2.00@2.15.

Poultry— Alive higher. Fowls 18 @ 23c; 
springs 21c.

who played the bugle and the ring­
leaders of the mob that were inter­
rupting the senate in its deliberations. 
He was not brought before the senate 
under arrest, however, until next day, 
when the sheriff, to whom a writ had 
been directed, brought up the pris­
oners. The ringleaders were sen­
tenced to imprisonment for one day 
and Mr. Wilson to a reprimand. Then 
it was all over and the senator-elect 
took his seat, and, as in years past, 
went on legislating for the country.

“Upon one occasion, being asked if 
he really deserved the appellation of 
‘Honest Bob,’ Senator Wilson replied: 
‘I am always as honest as the circum­
stances of the case and the conditions 
of the counti'y will allow.’ ”

From all of the foregoing it would 
appear that Thomas’ name (if it finds 
a place in Texas history) will be 
coupled with that of a very good 
man, who kept Texas out of trouble 
at ci'itical periods.

It would also seem that expelling 
senators is about as dangerous a 
pastime as an unskillful pei’son 
throwing a boomerang.

Those who are fond of di'awing 
morals from histoi'y can try their 
hands on these two happenings; To 
others, they quay be interesting merely 
as showing that the ancient muse has 
not fallen out of her old habit of 
l'epetition.

Profits in Eggs? Yes; 
Look at the Figures

It has often been asked, “Are there 
any profits in the poultry business?” 
The egg laying- contest just closed at 
the Missouri State Poulti-y Expei’i- 
ment Station at Mountain Grove, Mo., 
was conducted under the supervision 
of one man who did all the work. The 
hens were kept in small yards and 
were ti'apnested. Therefore the at­
tendant had a maximum amount of 
labor with a minimum number of 
hens. He bought his feed on the 
open market and as no males were 
in the pens the eggs were sold for 
commercial purposes. The amount 
of ground required for coops and runs 
was five aci'es.

Three hundx-ed and forty-eight 
hens were entered In the contest. All 
expenses, including cost of excelsiox', 
egg cases, spray material, amounted 
to $916.89, which returned $1,672.93, 
or a profit of $756.04.

The manager of a sti'ing of Detroit 
grocery stores sold sugar only to those 
who purchased a Liberty bond, and 
then only one pound to each customei’. 
More than $10,000 worth of bonds 
were sold in this way.

Man’s faithful friend, the dog, is 
being driven from England, because 
be eats too much. With famine 
threatening the British isles, dogs are 
being sent away, especially to the 
United States.
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