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And His Name Shall Be Called
CWonderful

2999

ESUS CHRIST is the most wonderful
character in the history of the world.
J He entered upon his public career a1
the age of thirty, and when he was a

| e m—

trifle past thirty-three he was crucified
as a malefactor. During his activities he wrote
no book, published no sermon, built no synagogue,
organized no army, headed no revolution, and
left no material monument to his memory. His
was a life of poverty and of wanderings. He had
no permanent home. He belonged to the com-
mon people. He was simply a teacher of men.
in him was the truth and he imparted it for the
good of others. He was the most unpopular man
of his day. He was despised and rejected of men.
He put himself into antagonism with the estab-
lished order of things: he cut cross-wise the grain
of human nature: exposed the hollow shams and
pretensions of the leading classes, and demanded
the humiliation of pride and self-righteousness.
He taught the Fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man, and his truth applied itself to the
world as well as to the narrow confines of Pales-
Live.

Because of his truth his iellow-countrymen in
nigh places condemncd him to death and he died
weiween 'wo thieves on the cross. In this way
they thought to dispose of him as a troublesome
fuctor in society., And from a human point of
view it looked lise that when the curtain fell upon
him on Calvary, his career was at an end.

But down in this iwenticth century after his
dents, he stiil lives and is worshiped by multi-
plicd millions of the He enters into the
great cisitizations of the world wspires their in-
stitutions and laws, is a part anu parcel of their
literature, their art, their history, *heir science
and their manner of life. In the palaces of 1l
rich, in the substantial homes of the middle class
es and in the hovels of the poor his praises arc
sung and his name is revered. He is the hope
of the penitent, the healer of the broken-hearted.
the helper of the down-trodden, the redeemer of
the outcast, the comforter of the afflicted and the
dying. He teaches men to love and not hate
to build and not destroy, to give joy and not
pain. He regenerates manhood; he sanctifies
womanhood, and he gives intrinsic value to child
hood. He breaks the shackles of ignorance from
the human intellect: he pierces the cloud of su-
perstition that shrouds the human spirit, and he
turns the eye of humanity toward the coming of
a brighter morning.

Why is all this true? Simply because he is
born of eternity; the gift cf the everlasting Fa-
ther; the Prince of Peace, whose name is called
wonderful. He is Emanuel, which being inter-
preted is, God with us. His birth, the great event
all Christendom is about to commemorate, was
the inauguration of a world m wement, pregnant
with th- possibilities of which th» ; 'nerations are
the Leneficiaries. The mane<. i which he was
be.n, when the angels announced his advent, and
to which the wise came to worship him, is redo-
lent with sacred memories, because it witnessed
the coming of the King. Since then he has trav-
eled through the centuries, the fairest among ten
thousand and altogether lovely, and to-day the
world of civilized humani'y bows before him and
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crowns him Lord of all. The coming ages will
not be able to outlive him and all future genera-
tions will rise up and call him blessed. And in
heaven redeemed humanity will be the fruit of
his saving love and the eternities will be vocal
with his praises.

THE HOUSTON POST AGAIN DISTURBED.

Whenever the question of prohibition looks into
the face of the Houston Post it has another at-
tack of rabbies. In one of its issues last week it
exploited an insulting editorial, according to its
custom, and flung its virus at about half the vot-
ing population of Texas—and by all odds the most
decent hall. We quote one of its statements:

“Ordinarily it would appear to be a needless ef-
fort to pay any alt ntion to last year's bird's
nests, but as certain of those who took part in
advocating the adoption of the pronibition amend-
ment in this State last year are apparently mak-
ing every preparation to reoccupy their old nests,
feathered as they were by liberal collections from
the faithful gullible, some consideration of the
proposition * * * js necessary.”

Think of the outrageous falsehood contained in
the above. And yet the Post is duly qualified 10
perpetrate just such a falsehood any day in the
year. Who had their nests feathered in the late
campaign? The pro committee, headed by Col.

"Thos. H. Ball, in a sworn statement, made an

exhibit of every dollar used in the campaign,
showing its source and amount and how applied.
and it was something less than $20000! When
Mr. Wolters was put on the witness stand and
asked how much he received, from whence it
came, and how disbursed, he absolutely refused
to divulge the information, and his attorney, Jon-
athan Lane, said that Wolters would “rot in jail
and hang from the gallows™ before he would an-
swer such questions! Yet it is commonly report-
cd that Wolters and his gang, with R. M. John-
ston, as one of his advisers, received more than
one million of dollars frum il =sowrces to defeat
Le amendment! How they spent it nobod:
kuows, :'d never will know. Bat it is morall
certain thar somebody’s “nest”™ was bountifully
“feathered!”

THE WISE MEN WORSHIPEZ HIM.

It is all a mistake to assume that Jesus . 's
is not the Savior of tue wise and the learned,
as well as the ignorant and the simple. The
first of all the classes to recognize his Kingship
were the wise men from the distant East. They
saw his star and came to do him homage. All
along the ages he has had among his devotees
the brainiest and the best of the race. History
demonstrates that his wisdom has appealed tc
the wise of every generation. And the move-
ment of the strong and robust laymen to-day is
but a tendency of the times to acknowledge his
authority, and to bow before his shrine. Men
of brains, as well as brawn, recognize him as a
supreme guide in morals and in religion, and
the influence of his teachings is becoming the
standard for the settlement of disputes where
controversies obtain among those who represent
the interests of society and the world. This is
a vindication of his wisdom and the greates:
men of ‘he race are turning to him as the one
factor necessary to determine authoritative ques-
tions in the affairs of business as well as in the
higher affairs of conscience and intellect.

THE COURT UPHOLDS OUR SUNDAY LAWS

For sometime there has been an effort mad.
in some of our centers of populaiion 1o m.-rrur.n
our Sunday laws and turn ali sorts of Sabbath
desecration loosc upon society. As a resuli,
months ago the variety theaters and vaudevilles
boldly threw tieir doors wide open Sunday afier
noons and evenings, anud local authorities winked
at them. They would arrest them, give one ol
them a nominal fine and turn the rest free, and
by this practice established these amuscinenis on
Sunday.

Finally a fine was put upon some of them, more
than they cared 0o pa)y, and taey appealed 1t w0
the Court of Criminal Appeais. Here is where the:
made their mistake, for Judge Prendergast and
Judge Harper sustauned the sentence of the wr
court and knocked Sunday theaters into a cocks
hat. After that onc of the moving picture shows
took his Sunday case to the same court, and now
it turns out that these same 1wo Judges aflirmed
that sentence and made the Sunday law apply
1o Sunday moving picture shows. So the Sun-
day moving picture shows are out of commission
Of course, Judge W. L. Davidson, the other mem-
ber of that Court, dissented from the majority
opinion. He usually does whencver moral legis-
lation is involved.

Now, what is transpiring? Why, an effort is
already being put into action by lawyers who op
pose local option laws, Sunday theater laws and
Sunday moving picture laws, and those who want
things run wide open regardless of these laws,
1o defeat Judge Prendergast for renomination in
the primaries next summer. They cannot use
him, and they want to destroy him. He is the
ablest lawyer on that bench and as fearless as
Julius Caesar, and he does not suit certain design-
ing men. They have already agreed upon their
man, so we are told, and they are grooming him
for the race, agreeing to meet the expenses of his
campaign, and to elect him if possible. There-
fore, the law-abiding pcople of the State cannot
afford to sit idly by and see this sort of thing car-
ried out. They must show to the world that when
an honest public official has the courage to do
his durv he will have their approval and their
triuri. . support.

judge i nwdergast and  Judge Harper have
~hown thewmselves worthy of the high position
they ooompy, ac ! good people who believe in the
just enforcemern: of laws against the eriminal
classcs. and who beleve in the maintenance of
the sanctity of our Sunday, as one of our fun-
damental institutions, must show these two men
that they have the endorsement of the substantial
citizens of this Commonwealth. Judge Harper
has four more years after the next one on this
bench, but Judge Prendergast will have to come
before the primaries mext summer. His position
is in no sense political. Tt is judicial and bevond
petty politics, but his continuance in that office
depends upon the votes of honest and God-fear-
ing men, and we do not hesitate to call the atten-
tion of our readers to the necessity of doing their
civie duty in this important matter. As long as
these two men are kept on the Court of Criminal
Appeals, our moral legislation is safe. To per-
mit either one of them stricken down by the ene-
mies of moral legislation, will be to overturn our
local option laws and to destroy our Sunday laws.
Then, let every man do his duty!
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~TEXAS CHRIST

By Dr. Levi Gilbert.

HRISTMAS! Nativity! Ad-
vent! Bethlehem! Imman-

history and what a range

" of ideas are covered by
these words. They give birth to a
vocabulary and to religious concep-
tions unknown outside the bounds of
Christianity and the Messianie faith
from which it sprang. They have to
do with ali that is vital and eternal
in human life. They constitute the
groundwork of humanity’'s redemp-
tion From them springs the hope
that is immortal.

Christmas! The mass of Christ;
the festival of the Savier's birth; the
birthday of God's Anointed. The
charm of the day grows. It is cast-
ne its spell over non-Christian lands.
its spirit is peculiar to itself. Neo
odier duy is so vital with joy, so
radiant  with unselfish affection, so
full of the grace of self-forgetfulness,
o devoted to the divine art of giv-
ng

n ereating a demand for beautiful
nd helpful gifts it has made the
hecls of industry hum with new life,
has stimulated the traflic of oceans
and continents, has overloaded the
mals and ecommerce of Christian
ands with loving burdens, has set a
rew pace for the machinery, art and
inventive genius of the world.

What an allpervasive, allconquer-
ne. beautifully contagious, redemp-
tive, transforming spirit is the spirit

+

Nativity! The natal day of a new
humanity, of a new era in history.
Fhe birthday of the Child to be nam-
ed Josus, because he would save his
people from their sins. “Twice-born™
men trace their new birth to the still
diviner nativity of the well-beloved
Son, for he was, in God's intent, to
be the first-born among many breth-
ren. Well may the Nativity be call-
«d the natal day of love, for a really
dovine love, a love more than natural
uman affection, was known before
that day only by a limited few. Out-
< the bounds of Israel it could
hardly be said to be known at all
ileathenism means a loveless world.
Paganism, at its highest culture
nd eivilization, little else than un-
adulterated selfishness. The tender
wruoers  of  a godlike affection were
lorcign to an age in which the mass
manity were slaves, and the few

o possessed and ruled them were

v every form of passicn and

of Christmas’®

carthly desire.
Into such a world the Nativity in-
roduced a new life, a new love, the
lLife and love of God

+
Advent! What a coming that! Neo
ithly sovercign ever compassed in

itage and personality such wealth
benelit to mankind, Its  humility

was its glory It put emphasis on
uman worth, and not on externals.
The swaddling clothes of the manger-

birthplace were not embroidered in
gold, nor enriched with ermine or
velvet. But what a Child! What di
vinity of po-sibility and power! What
intinite wealth of life to be lavished
through him on the world. If ever
he coveled millinery and equipage of
carth were counted as naught, it was
'}A‘ n

The Advent, in its simplicity and
obscurity, is heaven's witness to the
vanity and worthlessness of external
h ngs, and to the eternal and inher-
ent worth of the soul, as indwelt by
the Spirit of God.

+

Bethiehem! The birthplace of the
swectest story ever told. What fas-
enation, for infancy and age alike, in

divine narrative! No fact or fie
tion rivals the tale of the two evange-
lists, Matthew and luke. It has
vrought its holy spell on literature,
music, art and religion. Where was
there ever such songs as thoge of the
expectant mother and of the angels
such wonder as that of the hillside
shepherds: such a heavenly portent
as the guiding star: such adoration
and gifts as those of the magi: such
rapture as the joy of the heavenly
host which filled the world with its
gloria in excelsis,

Where was there ever such a moth-
¢r as Mary; such a Babe as Jesus'

The atmosphere of the world has
changed under the influence of this
uel! Incarnation! What a “sweet story of old.” Every nursery,

where it is told and retold, has be
come the birthplace and abode of a
wondrous and beauteous love. Girl
babics are not hated and throttled at

birth in such a home. Superstition

and cruelty cannot live in the atmos
phere of Bethlehem. Impurity hides
away from the light of the manger
cradle as darkness flies away at the
rising of the sun. The power of the
Christmas narrative to hallow moth-
erhood, purify the home, sweeten in-
fancy and childhood, is proof of its
divine origin. Such holy fruitage
does not come from the grossness of
a moral uncertainty. When the spir
itual influence of the Bethlehem story
upon nineteen centuries of Christian
history is considered, the hand that
would rob it of its sanctity and di
vine origin seems none other than
the ruthless hand of sacrilege. To
say this, is not sentiment or supersti-
tion, while Christ's law of evidence
remains, “By their fruits ye shall
know them.” Permanent superstruc
tures are not built on the unsubstan-
tial foundation of fable and fiction
The beautiful story of the Babe will
outlive the uncertainties of an age of
questioning and doubt, as it has al
ready outlived many like eras of hos
tility and naturalistic thought, And
the reason for this lies in the won-
ders of the next Christmas word:

+

Immanuel! God with us. The
Child to be born was no ordinary
child. He should be callkd “Wonder-
ful, Counsclor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.” History fulfills the prophecy.
God is with men in Christ. Experi-
ence witnesses to this supernatural
fact. Jesus always conducts the in-
quiring and obedient soul to the Fa-
ther. To know Christ is to know the
God who sent him on his mission of
revelation.

Trace the course and vitality of
the Christian centuries, and it is
found universally true that the more
Jesus is known and loved by men
and Nations, the more God appears
in their conduct, creed and charac-
ter. The two are one. The prophetic
name Immanuel is the finest Hebrew
word to portray the deepest personal
fact on religious history. The lips of
ancient psalmist and modern apostle
tell the same story, “the Lord is my
Shepherd,” “my lord, and my God.”
God with us in Christ is the key to
Christian history, as it tells the se-
cret of Jesus' incomparable power in
the lives of his disciples and in the
perennial life of his Church. To in-
telligently say of Christ, “Ilmmanuel,”
is to proclaim the fact of one's own
conscious redemption—the conscious
possession of the “life that is hid
with Christ in God.”

Human intelligence, experience and
testimony ecan never surpass this
“Immanuel!™

+

Incarnation! This is the climax of
mystery. Human intelligence alone
never fathomed the secret of Christ's
person.  Did not Paul declare this
inherent incapacity in saying, “No
man can say that Jesus is the Lord
but by the Holy Spirit?” The spirit-
ual intelligence of Unitarianism is
challe nged by this unqualified decla-
ration. Immanuel: “I in them;” In
carnation: “Thou in me.”

The Nativity culminates in this
word. This is the climax and pur
pose of the Christmas revelation.
Deity in humanity. The human in
telleet confesses its helplessness be-
fore the vastness of the problem.
But where in the prescnce of any
revelation of life is it not conscious
of the same limitations? The mys
tery of one’s own spirit tenanting a
body is equally bafMing. When an
Edison, in face of the difficulty, re
duces the spiritual problem to a ma-
terial one, he puts his own spirit in
quality and value beneath the mys
tic element he is investigating. To
deny immortality is to place elec
tricity in duration and power above
the mind that discovers and masters
it.

As an infinite intelligence and wis-
dom can be discerned in every ele
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ment and product in the material
universe, so in the higher realm of
soul and spirit God can be seen in
the perfection and divinity of Christ.
The revelation is so  complete, so
above, in degree and quality, than
seen in any other human personality,
that it has stood the test of centu
ries. The greatest minds still bow
in glad acceptance of the reality and
special nature of the revelation.

Incarnation gives value to the Na
tivity. Such words as Christmas, Ad
vent, Immanuel would have no mean
ing were it not for the suprome fact
underlying them—that “God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself.”

Special terms like these. of divine
significance, do not associate them
selves with the birth of Moses or
Samuel, St. John or St. Paul. or with
any prophet or apostle of ancient or
modern times.

The divinity of Jesus gives him his
unique and permanent supremacy
For this reason his personality charms
and masters the world. The spirit of
Christmas is so persistent and allk
conquering and beautiful because |t
is his Spirit. The whole world to-day
is throbbing with his self-communi-
cated vitality,. He is, in the most
real and literal sense, the life of the
world. its light as well, which means
also its wisdom, its righteousness,
its power for progress and growth.

Beneath all the superficial joy of
Christmas: beneath its shopping and
giving and festivity: beneath its ex
ternal good cheer and exuberant af
fection, is this deeper and divine life
The cause is greater than the effver;
the divine greater than the human
the eternal greater than the customs
and delights of the temporal. In en
Joying the lesser our souls should
grip and appreciate the greater. In
other words, Christmas should ever
remind us of the divine and eternal
Christ, from whose supernatural
origin and greatness the day sprang
and from whose incarnate life ~4m'h'
Joy-bringing words as Nativity, Ad
vent, Bethlehem and Immanuel gain
all their sweetness, charm, and holy
power. '
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FIVE YEARS OF CHRISTMAS.
DAYS.

More than five solid years of Christ
mas-days since the Star of Bethlehem
began to shine! What a radiant clus
ter of throne-white gems in the cir
cle of Christian ages they would
make! But we want them just as
they are strewn, one a year, along
the line of our lives. Like the well
and the palm in the desert, they arn
places where pilgrims call a  halt
and unburden, and lie down to pleas
ant dreams, and rise up with sweet
er memories, truer hopes, fresher
strength, nobler aspirations and ten
derer humanity.

Whoever does not feel angels in the
air on Christmas-eve, though he ma)
hot sce the shining of their wings
has too little imagination to obey the
Golden Rule. To be younger and
happier for the day, we must be like
them of whom the Savior said, “For
of such is the kingdom of heaven
Christmas is children's day. Linl
and big, let us all for twenty four
.ln.uur: a4 year be children every one
Fhe first Christmas gifts brought to
the Babe in the faraway village, who
Was not born in a human dwelling
were “gold and frankincens !
myrrh.”  They were the offerings «
the Wise Men of the East. Bur th
have been wiser men and richer gif
since then—faith in things uns«
hope which wakens through
night, impatient for the morn
love which casteth out fear. It
not wrath, but love, which makes
brave to dare, to do, to suffer: and
fortitude is the sublimest of courage
Miles Standish, belted and booted
striking forth with his stout heart
and sword to the savage “front,” was
valiant: but the pilgrim women, shiv
ering around their cabin-fires, strong
to suffer, and waiting, serene and pa
tient, for the Christmas, stood there
in that long-gone December, the New
World’s guardian angels of the vir
tues of mankind —Good Words

+

Little minds are tamed and sub
dued by misfortune, but great minds
rise above it.—Irving
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

“For more than 1000 years our Bi-
ble has gone hand in baad with civi-
lization, science, and law; in short,
with the moral and intellectual culti-
vation of our people; always support-
ing, and often leading, the way. * ® ©
Good and holy men, the best and the
wisest of men, the royal spirits of all
our history, have borne witness to
the universal influence of the Bible,
and have declared it to be, beyond
compare, dtheh most perfect instru-
ment, and the only adequate organ,
of the best mind and the best heart
of mankind.”

+
Thomas Carlyle.

“In the poorest cottage in the land
there is one Book, wherein, for thou-
sands of years, the spirit of man has
found light and nourishment, and an
interpreting response to whatever is
decpest in him. And wherein, to this
day the mystery of existence reflects
itsclf, if not wholly resolved, yvet re-
vealed and prophetically emblemed;
if not to the satisfying of the outward
sense, vet to the opening of the n-
ward sense, which is the far grander
result.”

+*

Cardinal Newman.

“Bible religion is both the recogaiz-
ed title and the best description of
English religion. For English reh-
gion consists, not in ceremoni=s, nor
in creeds, but mainly in having :ne
Bible read in Church, in the family,
and in private. Now the simple re-
iteration, again and again, in the
jublic scrvices of the sanctuary, of
the words of inspired teachers, under
both covenants, and that in grave,
majestic English, that has, in matter
of fact, been to our people a vast
benefit. It has attuned their minds
to religious thoughts; 1t has given
them a high moral standard; it has
served them in  associating religion
with compositions, which, even hu-
manly considered, are among the
most sublime and Dbeautiful ever
written: and especially it has im-
pressed upon them the series of di-
vine providences, in behalf of man,
from his creation to his end: and,
above all, it has impressed upon their
minds the words, the deeds, and the
sacred sufferings of him in whom all
the providences of God center.”

<+
John Ruskin.

“My mother forced me, by steady
daily toil, to learn long chapters of
the Bible by heart. And to that dis-
cipline—patient, accurate, and reso-
Mite—I owe, not only a knowledge of
the Bible, but much of the best part
of my taste in literature. [ have, this
moment, opened my oldest copy of
the Bible, and my mother's list of
chapters, with which she established
my soul in life, has just come into
my hand. And, truly, this material
installation of my mind in the Bible
I count, very confidently, to have
been the most precious, and, on the
whole, the one essential part of my
whole education.”

3
Professor Huxley.

( Professor Huxley was an Agnostic,
but, speaking of the English Bible as
a school-book for children, he bore
this striking testimony):

“Consider this great historical fact,
that, for three centuries this Book
has been woven into all that is no-
blest and best in English history;
consider that it has become the Na-
tional epic of Great Britain, and that
it is as familiar to noble and simple,
from John o' Groat's to Land’s End,
as Tasso and Dante once were to the
Italians: consider that it is written in
the noblest and purest English, and
that it abounds in exquisite beauties
of literary form: and, finally, con-
sider that it forbids the veriest hind,
who never left his native village, to
be ignorant of the existence of other
countries and other civilizations, and
of a great past stretching back tothe
furthest limits of the oldest nations
in the world.”

+*
King George V. of England.

(Speech in reply to a deputation of
high Church and civic dignitaries re-
ceived at Buckingham Palace in con-

TEXAS CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE

Sard .ﬂbom’_tln_ ﬁiblc

nection with the celebration of the
tercentenary of the Authorized Ver-
sion of the Scriptures.)

“The labors of the translators and
of my ancestor King James I, who
directed and watched over this under-
taking, deserve to be held in lasting
honor. This glorious and memorable
achievement, coming like a broad
light in darkness, gave freely to the
whole English-speaking people the
right and the power to search for
themseclves for the truths and conso-
lations of our faith; and during 300
vears the multiplying millions of the
English-speaking races spreading ever
more widely over the surface of the
globe have turned in their need to
the grand simplicity of the Author-
ized Version, and have drawn upon
its inexhaustible springs of wisdom,
courage and joy. It is my confident
hope—confirmed by the widespread
interest your movement has aroused
—that my subjects may never cease
to cherish their noble inheritance in
the English Bible, which, in a secular
aspect, is the first of National treas-
ures, and is, as you truly say, in its
spiritual significance, ‘the most valu-
able thing that this world affords.””

+
Dr. Charles A. Briggs.

“Biblical study is the most attrac-
tive of all studies. The variety of
topic, richness of material, beauty of
form, wealth of illustration, the vast
importance of its themes, the unity
in which the amazing variety of au-
thor, age, and topic is bound together
—all make the Bible the most inter-
esting and absorbing study for peas-
ant and prince, for child and sage,
for all the world. * * * The Bible is
a book of life, a real book, a people’s
book. It is a blessed means of grace
when used in devotional hours; it
has also holy lessons and beauties of
thought and sentiment for hours of
leisure and recreation. It appeals to
the aesthetic and intellectual as well
as moral and spiritual faculties, the
whole man in his whole life.”

+
Lecky, the Historian.

“It is diflicult to exaggerate the
moral advantage of an early and com-
plete familiarity with the Biblical
writings. Such familiarity seldom
fails to do something to purify, exalt,
eclevate, and regulate the character,
to exalt the imagination, to color the
whole texture of a life. Even on its
purely intellectual side its value is
very great. It may be truly said that
the pure, simple and lofty language of
the English Bible has done more than
any other single influence to refine
the taste of the great masses of the
English people. It is the most pow-
erful antidote to vulgarity of thought
and feeling.”

——————

HAVE YOU AN ANCHOR?

When Martin Luther was assailed
by a tempest of troubles he used to
sing the forty-sixth Psalm above the
roar of the winds; his anchor struck
its flukes under the rock of ages. God
keeps in perfect peace the soul that
is stayved on him. In these times
when doubts are so painfully preva-
lent—doubts of the inspiration of the
Bible, doubts about the future life, or
the wisdom of God's providence, or
the success of his gospel, there is
nothing that will hold a man but a
strong grapple to Jesus Christ. *“I
know whom [ have believed” held
Paul; it will hold you and me. We
do not see what holds a vessel when
the storm is smiting her; and, in like
manner, when a child of God is as-
sailed by doubts or adversities, or
satanic temptations, we do not see
what it is that holds him so that he
is not moved as other men are. But
God sees an anchor sure and stead-
fast down in the secret depths of the
soul. It fastens him to Omnipotence.

There is a danger which sometimes
proves far greater than the storms of
adversity or the assaults of enemies.
It is from the stealthy undercurrents
of temptation. An unanchored vessel
may be lying on a calm water as
smooth as glass, and vet before the
shipmaster is aware the keel may
strike a hidden rock! Had the wind
begun to blow, the master would
have taken the alarm; the undercur-
rent was slowly drifting him, and he
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did not heed the danger. So are
thousands of professed Christians
carried on the rocks, not by tempests
of trials, but by the strong and in
visible currents of temptation. One
Church-member drifts into neglect of
prayer, or into laxity in regard to
Sabbath observance. Another gets
into an undercurrent of social cus-
toms and fashions; it swings him,
slowly but surely, away from a spir-
itual life; no sudden shock is felt,
but when we look for this professed
Christian where he used to be, and
where he ought to be, he is not there.
When the world got hold of the keel,
the anchor had lost hold on Christ,
and so the man began to drift. An-
other one feels the sccret power of
sensual temptation, but takes no
alarm until some open sin is com-
mitted, and a hideous rent is made
in his Christian character. The un-
dercurrents of this world ncver set
toward holy living, but just in the
opposite direction. What we call
“backsliding” is really the drift of
the heart away from Christ. The
heart is not anchored.

It is not strength of brain that
saves a man, or orthodoxy of creed,
or connection with a Church. All
these have often proved to be but
ropes of sand. They are not proof
against the tides of temptation.
There must be firm heaven-implant-
ed principles: for no one is safe in
business, or in politics, or in social
life, or anywhere when conscience is
unloosed from God. The parting of
the cable may be unseen for awhile,
it may even be unsuspected: but it is
a mere question of time how soon
the backslider may strike the rocks.
Jesus Christ never insures any one
who unites with his Church and vet
has no “anchor sure and steadfast
which entereth into that within the
vail,” and “binds fast to Christ him-
self.” And if you ever reach heaven,
my brother, you will come in, as I
often see vessels come into yonder
harbor of New York, with the storm-
tried anchor swinging proudly at the
prow.

“There are ships,” said the elo-
quent Melvill, “that never go down
in life's tempests. They shall be in

no peril when the last hurricane shall
sweep carth and sea and sk and
when the fury is overpast, and the
light that knows no night breaks
gloriously forih, they snall be found
on tranquil and erystal waters. rest-
ing beautifully upon their shadows.”
These are they who have been pilot
€d by the Holy Spirit; these are the
faithful ones whose inner soul was
anchored to Christ Jesus.— Rev. Theo-
dore 1. Cuyler.
-
GOD’'S PLAN FOR YOU.

Go to God himself, and ask for the
calling of God; for as certainly as he
has a plan or calling for you, he will
somehow guide you into it. And this
is the proper office and work of his
Spirit. By this private teaching he
can show us, and will, into the very
plan that is set for us. And this is
the significance of what is prescribed
as our duty, namely, living and walk-
ing in the Spirit; for the Spirit of God
is a kind of universal presence, or in-
spiration, in the world's bosom; an
unfailing inner light, which if we ac-
cept and live in, we are guided there-
by into a consenting choice, so that
what God wills for us we will also will
for ourselves, setting into it as the
needle to the pole. By this hidden
union with God, or intercourse with
him, we get a wisdom or insight deep-
er than we know ourselves: a sympa-
thy, a oneness with the divine will
and love. We go into the very plan
of God for us, and are led along in it
by him, consenting, co-operating, an-
swering to him we know not how, and
working out, with nicest exactness,
that good end for which his unseen
counsel girded us and sent us into
the world. In this manner, not neg-
lecting other methods, but gathering
in all their separate lights, to be
interpreted in the higher light of the
Spirit, we can never be greatly at a
loss to find our way into God's coun-
sel and plan. The duties of the pres-
ent moment we must meet as they
rise, and these will open a gate into
the next, and we shall thus pass
on, trusting and secure, almost never
in doubt as to what God calls us to
do.—Horace Bushnell.
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About the Bible POSTPAID POSTPAIDE . u w L o the 6
' ‘ Show Pienity  dheder by ns Ne. 73 : -
& 200 Ne 7R - ’
RED LETTERS 2L . 3¢ o8 N g e

Another Great Bar The Best Value Ever
e 1o ur Dollar DBibles| »nies
OUR 1DEAL OUR 1DEAL

TWO STYLE
‘“‘.."' With Complete Helps I Handy Size $',x7',in '"h."'

References and Con Old & New Testament

m. cordance Good Type and Authorized Version

> ‘ ¥ : Binding is ‘ o N puNcAN. 1. GARROW

r‘.ﬂl.ﬂ" . " The Exploration of Eqyet. and the OM
OUGHTON. LEN G, DD - - '-ou-n' A sunam

Kingdom Parables

$4.00

No. 360 Postage | No. 36 Postpalg | " Bl T

$1.00 Postase | $1.00

Name in Gold. 25 Name in Gold, 2%
Extra * NAME IN GOLD. 23 CENTS EXTRA Estra

A Graghivi Bi Wil Last a Liletime
Turkey Moroceon

) $h & spe srratgement with the publishers e 5
Our ideal Teacher's Bible. A Turkey Morecce Bound, Diwinity Cirewit. Calf Lined The Days of Wis Flesh: The ll'""
and Sk Sewed Life of Our Lovd. Iy »

GENUINE OXFORD $5.00 INDIA PAPER BIBLE| .

No ) ' ' -
No L} | L
1ie NAME IN GOLD, 2%

ORDER BY NUMBER

A Few of the Latest and Best Theological and Religious Books

SIN AS A PROBLEM OF TO-DAY. By James Orr. JESUS AND THE GOSPEL. By Prof. James Denney, D). D

is, from the relizious point of view, the Dr. Denney’'s new book “Jesus and the Gospel” must arrest the at

S0, in the opening sentence, the problem tention of all who seriously care for religion. Not only those who

ry conception, sin is that which ought not to be teach Christianity, bui all who think Christianity in its intellectual as-
o have been, how did it come, why is it pet pect may be referred to it as by preeminence the frankest, the
Ihese are the questions which professor Orr  ablest, and the most conclusive treatment of the central problem which
12mo. Cloth, Net, $1.50. Is anywhere to be found. “The Hritish Weckly © 8vo. Cloth, Net, $2.00

THE CHRISTIAN CERTAINTY AND LIGHT FROM THE ANCIENT EAST.
THE MODERN PERPLEXITY. By Prof. Adolf Deissmann, D D)

. « By A. E Garvie The New Testament and the Recently Dis
been among covered Manuscripts of the Graeco-Ro-
This is the most important work Principal man World,

Garvie has written since Studies in the Inner
ruess and authprit His new volume is | igq 1;' Jesus. It rrv"|u.nr the varying phases A StuP ndous work of greatest importance

lesigned to meet the needs of those who are of theological thought to-day in order to show t0 theologians and to libraries, and one that
still secking a sure basis for theological that, while theological restatement of many should be available to every student. In this
hought It is supplementary to his great C Bristian doctrines is necessary to mect the porice it is impossible adequately to describe

. S legitim te intellectual demands of the age,
vork on the traditional view of the AtOne | yor o libernl evanmelicalism can both satisfs such a work. A complete prospectus will be

ment., The Cruciality of the Cross. the needs of the soul and answer the ques ®ent upon request. Fully illustrated
12mo. Cloth, Net, $1.50 ' tions of the mind  Octavo, Cloth, Net, $2.00 Octova, Cloth, Net. $4.00
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? Books Make the Best Present

OCATE
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—~~_NEW GIFT BOOKS =

THE PRINCESS. 1y Al

GIRLS By He Hurt P 100 net $1.15
Thirty twe

| ;r.c‘e $im0 lri‘
| Xe In the English 1
! ! ! SONGS OF SENTIMENT
! s Mr ) | “h L } . s
| ! net I $1.65
| » A
He } £y
o :
AMERICAN BELLES. Wi 2
y - i Beauu THE GIRL | LOVED. 1
i i dons -t ~ . - 3 . " . .
‘ o1l red . th, s Iv
$1.50 net
\r wh
£ mak nie i 1
\ il as s t \ i $1.60
g Amer Leat price $2.30; t L
cdredirdy SOLOMY JANE. ©c 1ot 1
| Me W } r is at n ¥ \ I K
T \ ' : & nut 1 "
\
| A :
‘ FAIR AMERICARS. My Niornen | o Bered B " FShE e S
H $5.00 Bet. (1 tug \ s THE GOLDEN HEART. 1y Jiiih 1 " 1
| -t ’ . ° - . i . 1=t 1 v ¢ " 1
| - work  eontain 1 e g 3 " -
| ! -I > the ¢ e i aold  with 1 Lt " o
| We's Only 3 g ) S @ N " e Price $1.69: postage 15 cent
| 1 ' ! i " . M fach LOVELY WOMAN. VI 1e
” 2w Calif srat evouisitely | N
| SHE LOVES WE. 0 Wt : master in the art i R $2.50
< | heantiful Amedean womanhood.  In Thers .
| ] M - i ] i et g s. whose "4
‘ A Y . ads have " ] "
| ] are ha S|
< -
. o e )
’ $1.50 net ' ¢ ! \': - N A <
| A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 1 « I 1 ted In
| .
} ey - - Boge FAMOUS CATHEDRALS. ODESCRIBED BY GREAT
| n— - WRITERS. Compiled by Esthes Singlet ; f
| - . Famous Painting Great | B
{ r 1 » ! & . witt - . v x
| " " ~ s woxend e ~ $1.60 net $1.75.
] 1 GREAT PICTURES. DESCRIBED BY GREAT WRIT.
= | ) : ' Mg ERS. Uniform with t . Edited 1y E<ther S |
| : o & aven to B ' r $1.60 met; t $1.73 i b - .
- bering 1 1 W ' Tu Reviwmi and
| ”» THE LADY OF THE LAKE. iy Sir Wilter Seott  Howard 99“_4'”'9.‘_“ ',‘BK-S e : y W Ravent Hivny Baitcove
Y { . b . gy . v Bl W $3.00 met: po~tpaid. $3.20 - -
- o . ' e imaginitive poet
- - : ' I ' mparably the best OUR HOME AND COUNTRY
MIARY. ® nuar o) ! . tures.  Many In ] Size T
- \ " ' Ver Christy. Slze
s . hot . $3.00 met 2
Harrison Fisher’ | s
sher's . OUR-HOME B
American Beauties | 8meOUN1RfI)lg |
i WLTAYLOR | :
Pictures i . : |
ctures in full color by Harrison | Tue counTIw
Fisher. Decorations in full color by ; |
i s net
Earl Stetson Crawford Size, 9x11, | $1.60
| A =
: THEIR HEART'S DESIRE
cloth, iluminatod jacket in full color | { i
nd gold, boxed. Formerly sold at | $2.00 net 1 $2.2
£2.00, Our special price, $1,25. Post : | .
e IS eonts
|
s ' Iy |
L 3 "
h \ BCOKS BY HENRY VAN DYKE
} m * | . R
’ FISHERMAN'S LUCK. LITTLE RIVERS SLUE FLOWER THE RULING PASS
B h ' OUT OF DOORS IN THE HOLY LAND. 1 i $1.50 net
achelor Belles PG
e
o Sonts Bt A Book of Sweethearts :
<

With illus
Howard Ch
Fisher, Will

\mong the artists who have devoted
themselves to the gracious task of mak-
ng the Ameorican girl as beautiful as all

good Americans would wish her to be, Vood. L
Decorations
kins 11x12
Formerly sol

\r. Harrison Fisher is at present easily
first. “Bachelor Belles™ contains his best
drawings, and in these the artist has
done his best to make the American girl

f possible lovelier, daintier, more Radiant w
modish and altogether more miraculous women, frag

a clever stroke, for even beautiful girls high in the |

’\
cannot here pick out just the type of girl you like best. “Bachelor is given aza

Lelles,” with its profusion of feminine loveliness, is the most appro- girl. Each i
priate gift in the world for American Belles. Price, $1.25, postpaid. premely pop

can be monotonous, if they all look alike ture is a ¢
- there is infinite variety in the pages; toast to the
#0 that you will be hard 1o please if you duction, eley

cster Ralph, F. Graham Cootes

s1.25, nos ln;lu:

than ever befor Morecover—and this is ty, “A Book

trations in full color by
andler Christy, Harrison
Grefe, Clarence F. Under

in full color by Will Jen
inches, cloth, in a box
d at $2.59. Our price now,

k r | - = A )T K
ith the loveliness of lovely S\VEETHE )‘ *‘
rant as a rose in its beau P & b o .
ot Sweethearts™ stands 24
1st of gitt-books. Each pie

limax of charm and color Eacl Hustra
light tkat lies in women's eyes Each is
en inches square, so that 1t ull =

in with stunning effect, EFach is the head ot
s the work of an artist whose “girls” ve mad
ular the land over.

L) LIFE PICTURES. By Bob Taylor. The lectures of this famous orator bound in handsome edition

more appreciated than this handsome volume.

Illustrated with hundreds of half-tone illlustrations. Durably bound in heavy cloth. Nothing could be

Price. $1.50 net, postpaid.
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Why Worry? s imme| | 7

PELOUBET'S NOTES FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER OR SCHOLAR TARBELL'S NOTES |

Peloubct's Setect Notes on the International Sunday-sehool Lessons for 1912, 1 ' v TARBELL. MARTHA. MDD Tarbell's Teachers Guide

THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON R.A Torrey's ‘
By G. Campdeli Morgan. D. D THE GIST OF THE LESSON . ‘

THOMSON WIiLLIAM W The Land and the Book ' 1 The Moly Land I

SMALL GIFT BOOKS BOOKLETS

LAVENDAR SERIES ' “ . These are the Best Values and Greatest Bargmns ever offered o Booklets. Order by Number
’ No. 14 ~ !

Each 15e . | » ' N ' : . ith

~ I e

Lavendar for Memor: Heartsease for MHappiness Flowers of Fath Charity God's Promises Te Comfort You

Forget- Me- N ' g  — Rosebuds for Love Bible Gews Rays of MHope

Violets C tvy for Friendship Ne. 13 » . - I s

LITTLE BOOKS OF wiSDOM torhig fay : e
¢ Forget Mo Not Happimess Friendship Thoughts ter Thee
Molly Berries from Dickens Gems frem Longlfellow

Twelve pages . . sid tasee l" oo B¢ .

3 . Ve P ;

The Day Is Done Praise Yo The Lovd Seripture Meditation

He Leadeth My Morning Cheer White Shepherds Watche

The Little Book of Lowe p Little Book of W utmn Ne. 17 i ’ Aot AN “ , tit ) v New

The Little Book of Comfert T Little Book of Con i ng  sentiment Priee tith . . e

Little Book of Cheerfulness Each, Je i

GOLDEN MONTH SERIES ' v e The i v To Wish You Every Joy Rose Leaves Sincere Good Wishes

i f Violets to Greet You Mavpy Daws Links of Memory

Each S0e Ne. 8. =i

t Drummeos A Golden Month. by John Bunyan
. by ). R Miller A Golden Month, by John Ruskin - . A
. d ‘ 12 Each, 10
TREASURY SERIES OF DEVOTIONAL BOOKS. A A ol enee & Uittt Tems of Bethishom

. Pragers from Stevenson

tdeal Thoughts Paths to Peace

Present Needy Rock of
POST CARD
ALBUMS

Stand Fast in the Faith,

| Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

My Hope is In Thee.

Nearer My God to Thee

O Love Divine! .

Sun cf My Sovu! Sate Priee

Rest in the Lord. - &

Tidings of Great Joy. . N

As Thy Days So Shall Thy K
Strength B Now ooty 326

<« STATIONERY <

0. 345-<Holly box containing 50 double sheets of excellent quality

s Whiting linen finish paper and envelopes to match Size of box

-
’*: 1 inches Special price 35¢ postpaid
-~

No. 1537—A beautiful holly box containing 100 double sheets of finest quality linen
finish paper, and envelopes to mateh, This box will make an exceptionally nice gift.
The box can be refilled or will serve nicely as an handkerchief box. Size 10x11 inches

Hinged lid. Special price Sie postpaid

paLas SMITH & LAMAR 1Exas
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.. BLACK’S COLOR BOOKS ...

The Picturesque World in Story and Color

—_—

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY UNUSUAL BOOKS AT A MOST UNUSUAL PRICEF.

They are genuine books of travel and deserviption illustrated with from tifty to ninety illustrations in tull «
Soomany pietures that you are literally placed in the very heart of the country itself.  The text. by rs
aqualificd. tells the history of the different countries, their natural formation, scenery, people, their standing and prosiess

the world of civilization,
These books, made in England, have been selling in Ameriea for £6, but owing to this nnusual opportu

the price is now $2.50 each

(if sent by mail, 25 ceuts)

The illusteations are of very high order, not only of original art. but of reproduction, and the printine s
velons « xample of fine color [-I'inlih‘.’

THE FYOLLOWING ARE THE TITLES:

The Alps The Flowers and The Holy Land
R | e 1

Naples The Riviera
By Sie Martin Cons Gardens of Japan By Re ' Ketman, M. \ St

. . By | ) t '
full Paces.d
' A\ J } cy LN |
! ' ] TR
Canada ; ' i s ; Rome
By Wilfrid Campbe The West Indies The Ifa]‘?? Lake Northern Spain
[H ! ] ' o0 £ | e : )
Panted by T. M \! L N il - B i ‘e | o
The English Lakes Holland Morocco Norway Tibet and Nepal
By William Palmer By Beat | By S L. B By Beatrix : .
r ¢ A n 4 Painted : \ - I 2 Paint R o 1 Paies \
Florence and Some Tu:zcan Cities
I’y Mrs. Goll 7o full-page illustrations in color Paint«d b3y Colonel A, C. Goff
STRAWBERRY ACRES. A Tale of Alagiers and Its Desert-Folk. THE CALL OF THE CARPENTER.
= By Gr:oce S. Richmond. THE GOLDEN SILEN(E By Bouck White.

When the Land lost their father By C. N. & A. M. WILLIAMSON, \uthor of

the "t wer the chs re s

~';l'; l'.ln';;sh':vrl'||-‘n.|..; "ulll‘ '“\I\.I”:“d Authcr of “Lord Loveland Ciscovers America,” I ook of Dar |
their sister Then Uncle Maxwell “My Friend the Ch:uffeur,” Etc. This book is a ne
died and left them fortydwo acres his story, in theme and in setting, is so utterly differen of the lif I Jesus—an inter
and a shabby old homestead, five from onything the Williaimsons ha «ver done that one can § reverent yvet most daris n evolu
miles out. . bt marvel at this new phase of their story-telling genius tionary. Mr. White has

Hovw this little family is eventually Few authors have succeesded in bringing into their pages :
transrlanted to “Strawberry Acres,” § (he wonder and the mystery of the desert. As an intimate |30 mpeachment of cer
and how the scientific cultivation ‘_'f picture of Arab life “The Colden Silence™ is alluring. The ings in the ! nd
strawberries is taken up by Jarvis sotting of the story is unique, and in this romance of a little § trumpet call 1o leadors of <
PBernside and the lLane Boys is a American dancer’s quest for her lost sister in the golden | tianity to ud)
charming story with the breath of the silence of the desert, the authors have inwoven a thousand S T
ontdoors blowing through it words of the Carpenter of

strands of love, of adventure and of the quaint habits of
. Arah life .
ight Mustrations : " : : rontispiece ir olor
Fig ; Decoranted Wrapper. Frontispiece in Colors Frontisj Rty

Fixed Price, £1.20 (postage 12¢) Fixed Price $1.35 (postage 15¢) Net $1.20 (postage 12¢).
BOY SZOUTS OF AMERICA Bv GRACE S. RICHMOND THE MILLER OF
\ut Bed PPepper Bum n d the Corne Gay Stre
Off cial Handbook & . 2 = . OLD CHURCH
On Christmas Day in the Morning On Christmas Day in the Evening
This is the authorized guide : By Elien Giasgow
1 1" =t . 1o What the Press says:
book for oy Scouts throughout with the re Christ Spirit, are Ot tmas b i the Eve \uthor of
P Shas : =
x the country. It is issued under l .t 3 Aoy kind that makes 1 Fhe Romance of a Plain )
ks is od 12 Ons w ‘ Ihed wold 2o ro k%A
the direction of the National PPearan . ndsor eathe e I The | leground.” |
Council and contains full infor- § «!ition wil . g = e &
* of be I Low ste we o e 1 1 1 The read s
mation about honors, uniforms, In bot t1de nd wit . How t g
games, Scoutcraft, ete, ote, \ “ R : i '\' : R i e . plenty to amus nd e
: g : o makes both of these veo . sal higee vl g e Book 1 him and a good deal 1o n
o, Bk aper, t 25¢c |, ot . A : -
Cloth, net, Paper, ne Ance s News Monthily think New York S
' 1 b 1 " ; !
(postage Sc) e e e g vl ety o RS prd Fixed Price, $1

; 3 ’S 1V ‘ P
B R Tty s THE HARVESTER ANVENTURES IN CONTENTMENT.
v g Pz wry Bl g : BY GEVE STRATTON-POR 11,
Aut § Tw Little S . \ Vuthor of “Freeklos \ G ! | Ey Cavid Grayscn
| iy Animal Play,” Fre Mr=, Po ter has v ed  upor ' st
| . 'h‘".g‘t‘w adventar ‘l i a '7. Se t wit vid Langstos s of the woed i W | Wi ' | her Fditior
' Juor.ab | .
| I he a rt et 1 erou
Rolf « t - h I G . ' ? ” T
7yl § Mg i s \ »
~ 1 i » - olk 1 it
. g e - xi 1t hie i i
] . ' King 1 ]
a? ke 2 als a ' t Hiustrated Al TR S 1 k d
“ paue N e, S S PPostage 14 ;
Ihe uth Herabd. FRECRLES (0 A GIRL OF THE LIMBERLOST, | . Fogar
. gy ey e = i " INE S TRATTON-IPOR T ER.
- Iraw } $1.7 Nearly P I "y "
. strated Fixed price, $ 1 e 1%
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Woman's ‘€ Department

NAVASOTA DISTRICT MEETING.

On Wednesdayv, November 15, 1911,

the bistriet Conference of the Wom
in's Home nd Foreign Missionary
So es of the Navasota Distriet
met in joint session in the Methodist
Chur at Navasota and continued

ough the next day

Buy a Piano
For Christmas

Surely ‘ < nothing better

Christmas than a piane

e thing the whole fam
something that will

f and if bought

rig n be handed down for

ce  generations Youa

d any chances on any
n vou get here

anding of this establish

men r surety that you get
\ worth-a good re-
P no Fhen on top of this
o ¥ Ir guarantee. So why
should u take any risk?

Wo have the best that's mad
] nost at your price and if
eler, on our easy paymoni

Write for our new catalogue

ind do It quick that you may
bette “njo vour Christmas by
listening 1o the sweet tones of

your own Piano.

Brook Mays & Co.
The Reliable Piano House

Dailas, Texas.

On the evening of the first day Rev.
0. l. Noble opencd the service with
prayer, following which was an an
them, rendered by the choir.

The main feature of this service
was a beautifully illustrated lecture,

\n Evening in Japan,” given by
Bro. W. D. White, pastor of the Nava-
sota Chureh.

The second day was devoted to bus-
ihess principally. The program was
filled with intensely interesting pa-
pers by some of the most experienced
and ablest women of the Texas Con-
ference,

In the afternoon the delegates and
socicties of the other denominations
of Navasota were tendered a recep-
tion by the entertaining societies at
the home of Mrs. S. J. Emory.

This evening serviee concluded the
business, but no place of meeting for
next year has yet been decided upon.

This meeting seemed to be an in-
spiration to some of our delegates,
“nd proved to be of such interest to
the Navasota society that we feel we
cannot «stimate the geod it has done
in giving us new life.

MRS. J. T. SWANSON,
Press Reporter, Navasota Auxiliary.
R —
IMPORTANT MEETING OF ABI
LENE DISTRICT STEWARDS

HELD.

Ladies of Missionary Society Prepar-
ed Splendid Spread for the
Visitors.

Two very important meetings for
Methodism were held in the First
Methodist Church in Abilene Friday,
December 1, 1911, About ten o'clock
the Distriet Stewards met with Pre-
“iding Elder S. A. Barnes in the chair.
The important work of the body had
bheen  so  carefully prepared by the
presiding elder that it took only a
short time for the transacting of the
business. The apportionment of the
assessment of the Annual Conference
amounting to $5758 was quickly and
satisfactorily adjusted. The salary

of the presiding elder was arranged

for, together with some miscellaneous
business, when the ringing resolutions
were presented by E. B DBynum, and
unanimously adopted by the Distriet
Stewards, concern.ng the work of the
retiring presiding elder, 8. A, Barnes.

After adjournment the stewards
and pastors repaired to the Methodist
parsonage of the First Methodist
Church where the ladies of the mis
slonary socicty had prepared a most
splendid dinner. The dinner was
thoroughly enjoyed by cach one pres
ent and at the close most felicitious
afterdinner speeches were made by
E. B Bynum for the laymen, and Rev,
Macum Phelan in behalf of the minis
lers present,

Al two o'clock the pastors had their
meeting at which the matiter of the
collection of the assessment ordercd
by the Annual Conference was care
fully planned for.

The question of the evangelization
of the district was enthusiastically
discussed and plans for the most thor
ough and complete campaign of re
vival work in the history of the dis
trict were made. The pastor and pre
siding «Mer enter upon the work full
of hope and enthusiasm, and with the
strong purpose to make this the best
year's work of their lives,

The business of the meeting com-
pleted, the pastors and laymen return-
ed to their charges feeling that the
day had been both pleasantly and pro-
fitably spent.

The following District Stewards
were present:

H. O. Wooten, First Church, Abi-
lene: E. B Byuum, St. Pauls Church,
Abilene;: Prof, R. D, Green, Baird;
Dr. . L. Stephens, Anson; J. H. Lov-
ett, Caps;: C. E. Smith, Clyde: J. C
Williams, Denton: H. M. Rainbolt,
Merkel: J. C. Rogers, Ovalo: J. J.
Hinds, Tye.

The following preachers were pres
ont

C. M. Woodward, A. W. Hall, E. T.
Yeats, C. W, Young, A. Lee Boyd, R.

December 7, 1911,

~
T
i , ‘ \ .
g !
N A4
, . A
0% o ke
Y N | - - '.‘
'_ -~ \ \
/ &, Uy
S _('; .'--. - - 2L

If we could
show you our

Granite

Art Rug

--you would buy it

It's unquestionably the best 1o
priced] Rug on the market. \ =i

gle piece of carpet, 9x12 feel, n
versible, in either of three good
color combinatiors ureen and

Tan. or Red an! Light Green, or
Oak tColorings

Prepatd e $4.95
Hollingsworth
Carpet Co.

SHERMAN

O, Bailey, T. 8. Barcus, R. E. Clem-

Lyan, H. M. Hudson, M. L. Moody,
Claude B. Smith and E. 1. Sisk.

e ———
HOME MISSION MOVEMENT
FOR 1912,

ents, Macum Phelan, F. G, Cox, C. E. Council of Women for Home Missions
unite in a presentation throughout
the country of the scope, problems
A. W. HALL, Sec. and claims of home missions.

Let nothing interfere. lLet all the
Churches plan to give to this sub-
Ject the days indicated.

All material for a successful week

The year, 1912; the month, Novem- will be forthcoming in time.
ber: the week, 17th to 24th, inclusive. the dates and look out for announce

The Home Missions’ Council and the ments and plans.

THE FINEST AND BEST ADDITION TO

University Heights

IS NOW BEING SOLD.

This property adjoins the Southern Methodist University grounds,
nearest the city of Dalias, and les North, and adjoining Highland

Park, the most beautiful residence

district of the city,

1 am now Improving this property, and will soon have all streets

graded and graveled, cement walks
water piped through addition

Lots adjoining this property on

in front of all lots, and artesian

the South will cost you double

the amount asked for these, Reasonable building restrictions are

provided for all lots. You ecan buy

choice lots for $750 up by mak-

ing small cash payments, and paying balance $10.00, monthly, with

Interest at 6 per cent per anhum,

We pay for grading and graveling the strects, for putting in ce

ment sidewalks and for establishing

an artesian water supply at city

rates. Lots in Walker's Addition are large, being fifty feet wide by
one hundred fifiyseven and a half feet deep. These lois are the
highest class residence property in this splendid University settle
ment We have a high class residence restriction which prevents
the bullding of shacks or shabby cottages on this property,

If you want to double your money within eighteen months, BUY

NOW, Dr. H, A, Boaz is to build

# fine residence on part of this

property in the near future. The Southern Methodist University is
to be a great school, with a million dollars invested in buildings,

and work will begin within the very

near future

The proposed extension of Highland car will go down Mocking
Bird Lane, running between my property and Highland Park, reach-
Ing the University zrounds

Parties wishing to make an investment that is sure to double
in value will make no mistake if they buy our lots.

WALKER

@ COPE,
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409 SLAUGHTER BLDG.. DALLAS, TEXAS,
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LEGENDS OF THE ANNUNCIA.
TION.

By Henry Van Dyke.

We must recall, at the beginning,
some of the legends of the Annuncia-
tion which are found in the apocry-
phal gespels and in the poems and
romances of the Middle Ages. These
are, indeed, the first and most child-
ish efforts of art, and the imagery
which the poets and story-tellers used
in their narratives is often repeated
by the painters and sculptors in their
works.

The unknown writer whose frag-
ment of the history of Mary is pre-
served for us by St. Jerome adds only
a single touch to the story of the An-
nunciation, but it is a very graphic
one. He says that the angel, coming
in, “filled the room where Mary was
with a great light.” The author of
the book called the Protevangelium
of St. James gives a much fuller nar-
rative. He tells us that Mary had
been chosen by lot from among seven
maidens of Nazareth to spin the roy-
al purple for a new curtain in the
temple. One day, as she was return-
ing with her pitcher of water from
the fountain, she heard a voice say-
ing, “Hail, thou who art full of
grace!” She looked to the right and
1o the left to see whence the voice
came, and then, trembling, went into
her house, and setting down the
pitcher, took up the purple, and sat
upon her seat to spin it. And behold,
the angel of the Lord stood by her,
and said, “Fear not, Mary, for thou
hast found favor in the sight of God.”

In the mediaeval poems of Ger-
many, Mary is described as crossing
the courtyard to wash her hands at
the fountain when the angel first ap-
peared, and as sitting among her com-
panions, who were working discon-
tentedly at the coarser linen of the
temple veil, when he came again to
complete his message. Those details
are often repeated in the early works
of art. If it is the first appearance of
the angel that the artist has chosen
to depict, he shows us the fountain
and the pitcher, or the walls and pil-
lars of the court through which Mary
is passing. If he has chosen the sec-
ond appearance, the scene is laid
withindoors, and we are reminded by
some naive and obvious token of the
work in which Mary was engaged.
There is an abundance of such repre-
sentation of the annunciation among
the ancient mosaics and carvings in
ivory and wood and stone. Rohault
de Fleury, in his splendid volumes,
has described a number of them.

The mosaic from the Church of
Santa Maria Maggiore, in Rome, is
intercsting chietly because it shows
the earliest date at which these
legendary particulars became the
common properties of art. It was
made in the fifth century: and here
are the skeins of purple on Mary's
lap, and the distaff on her arm.

The most significant and the most
enduring imaginative detail in the
art of the annunciation was introdue-
ed by St. Bernard. He says that the
Virgin was reading in the Book of
the Prophet Isaiah, and when she
came to the verse, “DBehold, a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son,” and
was thinking in her heart how glad-
Iy she would be a handmaid to serve
one so blessed, the angel drew near
and said: “Hail, Mary! Blessed art
thou among women.” The thought is
so beautiful it is no wonder that art
adopted it. The Book, lying open on
Mary's knee, or on a desk before her,
or clasped against her bosom, appears
in the most and the best of the An-
nunciation pictures.

Other emblems, with a meaning
more or Jess mystical, were associat-
ed with the story, and came gradual
Iy into use among the artists, with
slight variations depending upon per-
sonal choice and training. The lilies,
which seem to us the most symbolic
of virgin purity, became common in
the twelfth century. They are grow-
ing in a pot beside the maid Mary,
or carried in the angel’s hand. Some-
times he bears in their stead a
branch of olive, the emblem of peace,
or a royal scepter surmounted with
a cross or a globe. When we see the
palings of a garden in the background
of a picture, the artist is reminding
us of the verse in the Song of Solo-
mon which says, “A garden enclosed
is my sister, my spouse.” The flaw-
less mirror is an allusion to the
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phrase in the Book of Wisdom, “spec-
ulum sine macula.” 7The bush which
burns but is not consumed is taken
from the vision of Moscs. The dove
is the universal symbol of the Holy
Spirit. 1 have seen pictures of the
Annunciation into which the artist
has introduced a basket of fruit and
a pitcher of water, to signify Mary's
frugality; or a cat, to denote, per-
haps, her domesticity. Sometimes a
painter will put a little scene from
the Old Testament in the distance,
representing Eve, because she is the
mother of humanity; or Bathsheba,
because the Davidie line descends
through her that was Uriah's wife.
But the strangest and most mystical
of all the Annunciation emblems is
the unicorn. [ have taken an illus-
iration of it from an old German
painting in Weimar. The explanation
is found in an allegory which occurs
first in the works of an unknown
writer of the eleventh century, called
Physiologus, and became, somewhat
later, one of the favorite themes of
mediaeval poetry. It runs, brietly, in
this wise:

The unicorn is an animal of such
wondrous wisdom and strength that
no hunter can take him, and of such
gracious quality that his horn wounds
only to heal. This represents the
Savior. He is pursued by a heaven-
ly huntsman, who is God the Father,
and four hounds, which are named

Arthur A. Everts Co., Jewelers--Dallas

Truth, Peace, Mercy and Justice.
Coming 10 a pure virgin, he takes re-
fuge in her bosom, lays aside all his
wildness, and is capturced at last,

It was a strange and confused the-
ology which could evolve such a leg-
end out of its inner consciousness;
but such as it was the Middle Ages

delighted in it.—Harper's.
-  eee i
THE BIRTHDAY OF JESUS

CHRIST.

Christmas has become not only a
universal but the chief holiday of all
the year. If we tenderly regard the
birthdays of those near and dear to
us; if we gather to hear and utter
praises on the birthdays of great
poets, patriots, statesmen, and gen-
erals; if we make noisily merry the
birthdays of great events; of the
founding of the Nation, of the win-
ning of a victory, of the beginning of
gsome vast project of practical sci-
ence: so much the more befitting is
it that we should above all mark the
birthday from which we date all that
is best and noblest in the world’s eivi-
lization: on which began the one per-
feet life and the one perfect example
which has appeared on earth; the
day which brought mortals those
“tidings of great joy” which are in-
finitely more precious than the most

thrilling tidings of worldly fortunc

that could possibly greet our ears
There need be nothing solemn or

gloomy about the celet

Christmas. The serious the

tion ot

Wt

should inspire in every mind need
cast no shadow on the cheery and
merry enjoyment of the day’s festiv-
ities; the joyous greetings of relatives

and friends.

Those are wisest who think gladi
of the significance of 1l i nd
take real pleasure in its spiritual, as
well as its palpable, 1 It
a time to rest and be
to make

poor, and
charity wi
new expressions of
dwells in the breast

neighbors; to be ti l, &e 1
and grateful, and to look forward
with pure desires and loftier aims
Youth's Companion
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THE VALUE OF GOOD BOOKS, IN

CHARACTER BUILDING.
By Rev. Ira M. Bryce.

The possibility of the development
of character is the aflirmation of the
existience of a unitary agent dowered
with a constitution inclusive of pow-
ers (o feel and to know and to choovse.

Just such a physical unitary agent
is man aside from his personal char
acter. His character is a subsequent
and personal achievewment, not neces
sary to, nor involved in his being.

if the effects upon his constitution
of the exercise of his powers to feel
and to know and to choose are of a
kind to enable him to ftind pleasure
only in that which is really ethically
good, it can be said that he has de
veloped a good character. And if
these effects upon his constitution are
of the kind to enable him to take
pleasure in what is ouly to him good
and is really ethically bad, it must be
said of him that he has developed a
bad character.

From what has been said it will be
easily seen that it follows that the de-
velopment of a good character de-
pends upon the right use of one’s pow-
ers to feel and to know and te choose.
But the right use of these powers is
also dependent. Take for example the
power to feel moral obligation. This
power is universal and identical, but
the use of it in one instance may be
right while the use of it in another in-
stance will be wrong This may be
fllustrated by supposing that two men
are prompted by the feeling to wor
ship God. one¢ is a heathen and the
other is a Christian. The use of the
same power will in one instance cause
the Chinaman to fall down before an
idol and in the other it will cause the
Christian to bow betore the living
God.

Hence the power, always right and
good, may be controlled by a judgment
that is wrong and bad. It is no un-
common thing for pastors to see mem-
bers of the Church magnify feeling or
emotion o as to completely cover the
religious heavens. They do in these
states of ecstaey prove beyvond all pos-
sibility of question that they are not
controlled by their own judgment and

choice. They laugh, ery, dance, jump,
fall upon the floor, shake hands and
inflict promiscuously painful blows

would not think of doing
their reason.

sort of procedure is not
because it never lasts
also it is positively
those who may be

which they
if they had

But this
only permissibl
long, but because
refreshing to all

sympathetic witnesses. The lament-
able feature in most of these in
stances i= the fact that those who ex-
perience the ecs<tacy as well as many
who witness it really believe that when

the Spirit of God comes upon a per-
son all reason and all choice must be
discarded for better things. Gordon,

in “The Christ of Today,” page 6o,
says, “Feeling viewed as the founda-
tion of thought is great. * * * But
feeling used as a substitute for reason

is one of the least worthy of things.”
James Orr, in the “Christian View of
God and '!:r World,” at pages 23 and
24, says A religion divorced from
ecarnest and lofty thought has always,
down the whole history of the Church,

tended to become weak, jejune and un-
wholesome: while the intellect, depriv-
ed of its rights within religion, has
sought its satisfaction without, and
developed into godless  rationalism.”
Henry €. Sheldon, in his “System of
Christian Doctrine” (which, by the
way, is now in the preseribed course
for young preachers) at page 21,
says: “It is a gross error to make feel-

ings a substitute for the intellectual
process.”

As man is a unitary agent his pow-
ers are interdepondent, and the feel
ing cannot be trustcd when acting

alone. No more can intelleet or voli-
tion. Feeling without intellect is
blind; intellect without feeling is pa-

ralyzed, and volition without these is
a contradiction of terms.

The character of an author is as ae-
curately put upon the pages of his
books as it is expressed in his other
thoughts, words and deeds. Therefore

no one needs to be afraid to read a
book whose author is known by him
to be a good man.

The reading of good books is sure
to enlarge the field of knowledge, and
every intellectual acquisition, by pro-

TEXAS CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE

ducing an effeet upon the original
constitution, imparts its own charae
ter to the individual. This is neot
intended to mean that a knowledge of
a bad fact, like murder, will produce
an effect and impart thereby a aur
derous character, but if you learn of
this particular murder from the words
of a good man, that the effect will be
such as to impart to you a character
more strongly opposed to murder and
more thoroughly committed to the in
terests of your fellowman.

If a perfect character should write
a book then, while the reading of his
words might not produce in you a per
feet character, yet it would produce no
effect  inimical to perfection. The
words spoken by Christ are of this
character, and while millions have
read them and not one has thereby re
ceived such an effort as has produced
in him a character as good and great
as Christ, yet it cannot be denied that
the effect has always been to produce
a character like that of Christ.

One reason why the thoughts of Je
sus as expressed in the Bible have no
greater effect is not in the thought«
themselves, but in the fact that they
are so commonly misread.

There are many good books which
untrained minds cannot read, and it is
better for them not to open them. \
book known to be good if misread will
be of more mischief than the reading
of a book known to be bad. It is no
the reading of such books which pro
duces this bad effect, but the misrcad
ing of them.

The best standard by which the
quality of a book may be judged, es
pecially if it has not been read, is, as
has been suggested by what has al
ready been said, the kind of charae
ter which has been developed by the
person who wrote it. | am sure you
may trust this method at all times.
The common method of accepting a
book upon the judgment of some oth-
€r person is not an uncommocn error
If a person, with ordinary counsel,
cannot choose his own books, | doubt
his equipment for reading the one
some other person chooses for him.
What would you think if some one
should insist that you have no voice,
other than to accede, in the selection
of your intimate friends? The one is
no less a presumption than the other

For me to name to you some bhooks
which | believe it would be good for
you to read, would be a friendly aet.
just as it would be a friendly act for
me to introduce to you some of my
friends;: but are you in the habit of
taking introductions as the beginnin:
of friendships? Naming some good
books for you to read, would be one
thing, and naming some good books,
would be quite another thing. The
fact is, 1 have read many good books
which I could not recommend to you
as books good for you to read, and |
have not read many good books which
I could thus recommend to you.

But if you will listen to me | believe
I can be much more of a practical
help to you than is promised by cither
of these methods.

After you have satisfied yourself as
to the good character of the author
(which you should do, pretty much as
you would before accepting him as an
intimate friend), it remains for you to
seleet the subject you want him to
discuss. This might and will be dif-
ferent at different times, according to
the mood you happen to be in.

If you were ready to go picnicing
vou might be pleased to hear him talk
of flowers and birds, but certainly you
would not ask for his works on botany
or zoology. And if you are religious
vou will likely desire to know just
what to believe, but if you have never
read any theological books you will
not do well to undertake to read even
so good a book as “System of Chris
tian Doetrine,” by Sheldon. But if you
have read some primary works which
have set forth in simple easy style
a general outline of Christian belief,
then you can do no better than to se
lect some good man's book on the
“Positive Evidences of Christianity:"”
or some favorite author’s “Systematie
Religion,” in which you could find the
special sub-subject which would inter-
est you most, like, for instance, “The
Exi<tence of God,” “Evidences of Reve-
lation™ and “The Last Things.” Or if
your social life is unsatisfactory and
disappointing, you might enliven it by
reading some new novel. The works
of fiction have been contrabanded
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ILLLSTRATED HOLIDAY AND N

much longer than they deserved to be,
but they are Just now forging their
way up into their proper sphere where
they will do no harm and much good.
I am speaking of good fiction, of
course. What has been said of auw
thors in general must apply to authors
of fiction as well as to authors of
books on theology. But if | were 10
choose between them | would much
prefer a bad author of a novel to a
bad author of a book on theoiogy.

in this age of ripe scholarship when
good books, like grain at seed time,
are boing cast over broad areas of so-
ciety, no one can reasonably hope to
be classed among good characters, if
by good, we mean anything more than
harmless, unless he has read at least
one book written by a specialist, on
some of the many subjects which are
being discussed all over the world. To
make sure of this happy fortune every
person must have access to his Church
paper, read at least one magazine ev-
ery month, not fewer than three sub-
stantial books every year, and as
many novels as he pleases,

This will help to develop good char-
acter: First, by furnishing the mate-
rial. While character is not builded
like a house it is developed like a
plant. And as the plant must be pro-
vided with the materials needful in its
growth so must the character be pro
vided with the materials needful in its
development.

Every one of us needs, for the de
velopment of a positively good char
acter, a knowledge of the world in
which we live. And this knowledge
must as far as possible be inclusive of
the past, present and future. We need
to know of the faraway countries with
their mountains and plains: we need
to know of their forests and streams;
we must know of their people, the fa-
thers, the mothers, the sons and the
daughters and their brothers and sis
ters; we need to know of the homes,
the cities and the governments of oth-
er nations. We need to know much of
the animals in this world with man;
of their names. their haunts, and their
reasons for a place among us.

Now, to obtain this knowledge we
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must largely depend upon good books,
such as good historics, good biogra-
phies, good books of art, of musie, of
the agricultural and of the pastoral
hife; good books or periodicals which
ivll us the truths of archacology, geol
ogy, botany and zoology.

Good books descrve the first place
among the sources from which we
draw supplies for the development of
good characters because, as nothing
cvise can do, they acquaint us with
one another, and with the animals of
land and sea, and carrying us on deep,
underground marches they discover
the seerets it was “the glory of God to
conceal.”

But good books will help to develop
good characters: Second, by furnish-
ng new and higher ideals.

They do this by so vifecting the
whole psychical nature as to make us
dream dreams and see visions. They
drive the clouds away and bid usg look
into the clear skies above, upon the
pictures they have painted, of our own
possibilities, Without high ideals it
Is quite impossible for any one to de-
velop a high type of character, and
there is nothing that can successfully
compete with good books in supply-
ing these. Perhaps the class of books
which furnish higher ideals to more
people than any other is the popular
rovel. This is no doudbt largely due
to the fact that it is read by more peo-
ple than is any other class. But for
whatever reason still it is  probably
true that the novel docs furnish to
more people than any other book the
ideals which start them upon the way
to a realization of good characters.
But any good book may furnish high
ideals. A lad may take an old thumb-
worn geology his father used a life
time before, and peering down into the
dark depths of the mysterious earth
so¢ as a reflection in a mirror a glori-
ous life pictured in the skies above
him. Books then help in the develop
ment of a good character, becanse they
furnish in visions picturcs of what we
may make real.

A youth without a vision is a youth
without promise.

But good books help in this good
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work. Third, by a stimulus to aspira-
tion. We need this stimulous for the
reason that in our limited circle most
things will at times tend to produce a
lassitude very like paralysis, and close
akin to death. Doubtless many a pow-
erful life has been permitted to waste
away in an unfriendly environment,
which a good book might have called
out into the open field where it could
have and would have made itself most
happy in Dblessing the whole world.
There is to my mind no sadder catas-
trophe possible to a ycuth than that
he should content himself with a per-
petual effort to realize upon the few
yvears he has existed, instead of aspir
ing to a life upon which he might
realize in the «ons of the eternities
Aspiration is the predicate of discon-
tent, | will admit, but discontent isan
evidenee of life, and if supported by
a royal aspiration will place the man
upon his throne. The reading of good
books doesn’t make a man ambitious,
but it does stiv.ulate him with a lively
aspiration. And while discontent and
ambition court each other, the vouth
will do well to remember that the is-
sues of such a union ean be nothing
better than misery and death

I close by saving Good books dee
serve the first pluce among the soure-
es from which we may draw supplies,
and ideals and stimmli needful in the
important work of development of
character, because they place the
wealth of earth and sca and sky at
our command: they lift us above the
sordid claims of timely things and
placing us upon the sun-crowned hills
of possible achievement they make us
feel our kinship with Cod. They de-
serve this first place beeause they ear-
ry us from our narrow spheres to dis-
tant Nations and 1o distant  elimes,
where we are shown beantiful pie-
tures of the brotherbood of man. But
they deserve this first place because
they elothe us with white thoughts
upon the wings of which we do rise
to heaven's highest hills and hear the
musie of the spirit hosts, and bringing
us hoek to earth onee more they give
us the sweet assurance that we shall
realize all of this if we are true to the
things contained in the books until

that time when “the books shall be
opened and we shall be judged out of
the things contained in the books.”

B
“HE GIVETH HIS BELOVED
SLEEP.”

(Psalm 127:2))

He knows the weakness of the flesh;
He knows the burdens that we bear;
And so 1o lighten daily care,

And our exhausted powers refresh,
He Jays us down and bids us steep
Uur weary hmbs in restful sleep.

How gives he his beloved sleep?

How doth he wasted power repair?

He takes himself our load of care,

And bids his guardian angels keep

Their watch and ward above our
beds

While rest in sleep our weary heads.

He takes the sense of sin away,

And whispering soothing words of
peace,

He gives the burdened heart release,

When penitents for pardon pray;

Relieving thus the aching breast,

He gives the troubled spirit rest.

If pain distract the weary limb,

If sorrow banish needed sleep;

He tells us not to mourn and weep;

But, casting all our care on him,

Have neither anxious ‘thought nor
fear,

For he himself will still be near.

His presence, often more than sleep,

Can give a sweet, refreshing calm,

Which like a strengthening, healing
balm,

I« more to those who wake and weep,

Than all the dreams which only bless

The painless with forgetfulness

And when, at last, our powers shall
fail,

And weary eves shall wake no more,

But drifted from this earthly shore,

We wake to life bevond the vale,

Then those shall say who wait and
weep:

“He giveth his beloved sloep”

~—Marvin Ferree.

Books Make Best Gifts
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They are Splendid

CHRISTMAS BOOKS FOR LITTLE TOTS

The 8ca Fairies, 1 charming fairy tale of under-the-sea, by
the ehildren’s favorite anthor, L. Frank Baum. Uniform
with the famons 027" hooks: 200 heantiful illustrations

by John R Neill: 12 in eolor and bronze.  $1.25.
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ern fairy tale, beantifully

illustrated.  $£1.00.

CHRISTMAS BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 12 TO 18
rhe'Ainhip Boys' Series, by II. L. Savler. Six volumes of

fascinating adventure in
£1.00 cach,

acronavigation.  Ilustrated

The Aercplane Boys' Series, hy Ashton Lamar. Six popu-

lar [‘r:"l"' stories of b "\ s

books pertaning to aeronan-

ties, IHustrated. 60 cents each,

The Aunt Jane Series, hy Edith Van Dyne.  Six delightful

and interesting stories for cirvls.  Hlustrated. 60 cents

REMARKABLE FICTION

Rebellion, Ly Joseph Medill Patterson, anthor of “* A Little
Brother of the Rich.”” A splendidly strong story on the

ereat subicet of Divoree

Hinstrated.  £1.25 net,

Miss Minerva and William Green Hill hy Frances Boyd

Calhoun, A sercamingly funny Southern story of a little

boy and his maiden aunt.

Many illustrations.  £1.00.

Sold Wherever Books Are Sold
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NOVELS

Cap’n Warren’s Wards
By JOSEPH C. LINCOLN
\uthor of “The Wor

in humor
Sl 30 net

A Woman Alone

experiences of a voung
ho came to New York penr
and alone to make her way
world £1.25 net

Marcia of the Little Home
By EMILY CALVIN BLAKE

The story of one of the quaintest
and most lovable child characters
imaginable. [Mlustrated £1.20 net

The Conflict
By DAVID GRAHAM PHILLIPS

I Grair f Dust -

The Big Novel of 1911

THE COMMON LAW
By ROBERT W. CHAMBERS
WITH 55 PICTURES
By Charles Dana Gibson

Price $1.40 Net
Postpaid
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head work.™
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EXPULSIVE POWER OF A NEW
AFFECTION.

The only effectual cure for the love
of the world and the love of the crea-
ture is the greater love of Christ.
The soul can never become a vacu-
um; one set of feclings can be dis-
placed only by the introduction of
another. The world will stay until
Christ comes, and will move out only
when evieted by the divine lLandlord.
We are told that “Dennecker, the
German sculptor, spent eight years in
producing a face of Christ, and at
last wrought out one in which the
emotions of love and sorrow were so
perfectly blended that beholders
wept as they looked upon it. Subse-
quently being solicited to employ his
great talent on the statue of Venus,
he replied, ‘After gazing so long at
the face of Christ, think you that I
can turn my attention to a heathen
goddess?” Some people spend much
breath in trying to get the world out,
in empiying themselves of self and
sin; the true method is to get Christ
in. After his admittance you will
have no trouble with the old ocecu-
pant, who is a mere tenant at will,
with no rights and no power to stay,
when the owner comes into author-
ity.—Zion's Herald.

THE FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS.

There is no sweeter festival than
Christmas. It appeals to the purest
affections and comes closest to the
human heart. There is nothing in
the world so wonderful, and in
thought so beautiful, as the babe just
opening its eyes upon life, and breath-
ing the atmosphere of a new exist-—
ence. God has breathed into it the
breath of life and it has become 2
living soul. Scientists may deny the
act of God, and theorize about proto-
plasm and evolution, and infidels mav
deny that there is a soul, but in the
presence of a new-born babe the sci-
entist is confused and the infidel
speechless. They go away, to join
the Christmas celebrations and send
a Christmas gift to the immortal Be-
ing whose beginning they have just

For Sale by

SMITH & LAMAR
DALLAS, TEXAS

now scen. And so Christmas routs
the skeptic and sanctities the home,
and we may well belicve that God
came down from h«aven in all the
mystery of his Fatherh -od to reveal
himself in a new and convineing way
to a world which was wandering
vainly and hopelessiy after idols.

The entrance of God into humanity
in the person of Jesus Christ is the
new epoch of mankind. God had
been dimly recognized as a Creator,
more clearly revealed as a Lawgiver,
and his nature and some of his rela-
tions unfolded to a portion of man
kind by poets and prophets. Had
man known no more, perhaps a be-
lief in evolution and further faith in
future development might have sat-
isfied an intellcetual and scientifie
secker after God, though it would
have left his affcctions untouched
and his heart empty. But God-incar
nate brings to man the knowledge
of an eternal Father whose all-em-
bracing love surrounds and Dblesses
all men; who not only creates, but
cares for, guides, and saves the crea
tures whom he recognizes as his
children: and of a Divine Son, born
like ourselves of a human mother,
living as we do in this present world,
setting an example 1o all mankind of
a perfect and beautiful life, and by
a mysterious but effective mode of
redemption restoring a sinful raceto
love, obedience, and fellowship with
God.- -Western Advocate
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OUR CHRISTMAS NUMBER

Our Christmas number this week is
a little in advance of the time, but it
will be found interesting, and up to
the standard of former editions of this
character. We want our advertisers
to have the advantage of a few weeks
prior to the Christmas event to get
their products before the readers, and
we want our readers to have the ad-
vantage of these advertisements. So
turn to our editorial department and
our department of contributions and
sou will find very interesting matter
for your perusal. We will be pardon-
ed for saying that we have tried to
make this edition of more than ordi-
nary interest to our Advocate family,
and we believe that we have succeed-
ed. Along with this number go our
grectings to you for a pleasant and
prolitable season as the days of Christ-

“' mas week come and go. May it bring

Back Numbers =
w ' - a

Discontinuanee— |

Brooks County went dry a flew
days ago after a hotly contested lo-
cal option contest. All the men in
that county who recently praised the
beauties of  local option and were
loud in their commendations of local
self-government did their best to de-

feat the local option issue. However,
ihe county landed in the dry column
nd ¢ mow have 170 dry
winties in Texas. Let Brooks Coun-
now strietly enforee the law and

ill be a blessing.

G ¢ Church ladies furnished a
lelicious bangquet for the laymen a
few nights ago. After a few remarks

Dr. . M. Harless, the pastor, Dr.
H. A Boaz was introduced as toast-

ind there was a  delightful

time A\ move was inaugurated to
gow o with which to pay off
he chureh debt and build a parson-
3 ind one-fourth of the amount
was subseribed on the spot Iw. Har
less believes in doing things, and he
I bend ever energy to accomplish

the ove mentioned result,

N+ ¢ whole of the Huntsville
eniter y was destroyed by fire

VMonday, the loss amounting teo
Recent-
o000 worth of property

s destrosed by fire at the A & M.

oo ot and no insurance

nd no insurance. Why does

n neglecting to in-

the Stat persist

'
o

sure its property Is it because the

of the Siate are easily taxed

to reimburse such necedloss loss? Bus
iness corporations do not follow such
a poliey

We heard Dr. Gibson preach at
Firgt Church | Sunday and his
text was taken from Paul's Epistle to

the Phillijians first  chapter and
eighth and ninth verses It was a
good, practical sermon followed by
the lLord's Supper At night we
heard Dr. Harless, at Graee Church,
and he took the identical same text
nd, while both sermons were gool
neither one of them treated the same
phase of the subject. One's sabjeer
vas the sanetity of friendship and its
relation to prayver: the other discuss
4 the efficacy of praver as Paul de
fined it and the elements entering

.
to you and to yours a good conscience,

v a cheerful repast, and a happy home-

gathering. Make it one of the most
delightful scasons of he year, and,
above all, make it to comport with
the wonderful event that it commemo-

! rates. May the Man of Galilee, who

was born in the Bethlehem manger,
find a permancnt place around your
fireside and in the hearts and home
of your habitation. let him who
blessed the home of Martha and Mary
and Lazarus have the right-of-way in
your home, and your family will be
bhappy, and the good Father above
will smile upon your life and your la-
bor. A merry and useful Christmas
to you, is the earnest prayer of the
\dvocate foree!

THE SHOCKING CONFESSION OF
THE McNAMARAS.

It will be remembered by our read-
ers that more than a year ago, inthe
city «f Los Angeles, the Daily Times
building was blown up, the property
completely destroyed and the lives of
twenty-one working men were snuffed
out in an instant. The deed shocked
the nerve-centers of the Nation. Ey
erywhere men stood aghast and won
dered what next?

The erime was of such a character
that systematie effort was at once bhe
gun to ferret out the perpetrators and
William
Purns, the detective of National
fame, was employed and put on the
case. Months went by and nothin:

bring them to justice

more was heard of it in particular
Finally a few months ago the country
was again startled by the announce
ment that Burns had run down two
noted union labor leaders, J. B. Me-
Namara and J. J. MeNamara, broth-
ers, of Indianapolis, and spirited them
away to Los Angeles, as the perpetra-
tors of the dastardly deed. This set
all the labor unions of the country
agog. Mr. Samuel Gompers, their
National leader, at once denounced
the arrest as an outrage, and Burns
as a criminal employed by capitalists
to ruin union labor organizations, He
declared the two men innocent, and
he put his machinery in motion as »
means of raising money for their de
fense. No man in America was more
severely condemned as a  legalized
outlaw than William J. Burns. Pro
ceedings were entered against him in
the State courts and every step taken
to have him punished as a law-bhreak-
er.

In due process of time, the cases of
these two men were ealled in court
in Los Angeles, and they were cited
to trial. Weeks were spent in try.
ing to secure a jury, and last week
when the court was about ready

to put the men on trial, they arose
and openly confessed to the erime of
dynamiting the property! J. B. MeNa-
mara confessed to blowing up the
Times Building and J. J. McNamara
to the blowing up of the Llewellen Iron
Works. They did this because their
attorneys frankly told them that the
State had them tied hand and foot,
and that there was no way for their
escape. They saw the gallows before
them, and thought it the better part
of valor to confess and throw them-
selves upon the merey of the court.

Suffice it to say that the country
again received a shock, the effect of
which will last for sometime to come.
Union labor organizations that had
persistently believed in their innocen-
ey, and had raised $190.000 for their
defense are put in the most embar
rassing and humiliating attitude. Mr.
Samuel Gompers has no words with
which to express his disappointment.

Had these two men been ignorant
tradesmen, with no advantage of
training and holding no positions of
trust and responsibility in the labor
organizations, the effect would be re
duced to a minfmum. But when it is
remembered that these two MeNama-
ras stood high in labor organizations,
partienlarly J. J. MeNamara, who was
one of their most prominent leaders,
the effect of the confession is amaz-
ing. That two such men would lend
themselves to a scheme to kill and
destroy without conscience, simply
beeanse the Times publishers and the
Tlewellen Tron Works would not per
mit union labor to run their shops, is
suficlent to make the Nation stand
aghast!

That working men have a perfect
right to organize themselves into a
band for the betterment of their con-
ditions in the way of working hours
and bhetter wages, no man will ques-
tion: and that they have a right to
use all ligitimate and persuasive
means to induce working men to join
their ranks is equally true: and the
great masses of the organized work-
ing men are pursuing this peaceful
method in promoting the interests of
their cause. But beyond this they
have no right to go. Every man has
a right to work for an honest living
whether he belongs to a union labor
organization or not, and every man
who owns property, lise the Times
Publishing Company, has the right
to take his peaceful chances in em-
ploying non-union men to labor for
him. Put when, under these condi
tions, union Inhor men eannot compel
their wish, they undertake to do vio-
lence to the nonunion workmen, or
to destroy the property of the man
employing them, they go bevond all
right., and loose their cause in publle
sentiment and in the courts of the
country. Vielenee s an enemy fto
government and will not be tolerated.
And we do not hesitate to sav that
the great masses of union Iahor men
onght not to he held responsible for
the violent deeds of men like the Mo
Namaras, nevertheless the effect up
on them all will not he promotive of
their heat intereste. Tt is uneually the
ecage that the innocont have to suffer
for the guilty, partienlarly when the
euilty members of the organization
are a part and pareel of the common
compaet. 1. however, the aet of
these two leaders will stimmlate labor
oreanizations  fo  Inaneurate certain
needed reforms n thelr procedure,
the awful trogedy will not he without
ite good results In the long run
There i a way to partly counteract
the effect of this erime upon publie
sentiment and to restore their organi-
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zation to the confidence and sympathy
of the country at large:

1. Let labor organizations proceed
to rid their unions of certain labor
agitators, whose business it is to
go up and down the land and
foment discontent and strife between
laboring people and property-holders
They have scores of this class, para
sites upon honest toil, who do not
work themselves, but live off the la
bor of others, and put in their days
traveling hither and thither to make
trouble for the employers and the
employes. Such men are responsible
for just such deeds as those recorded
in Los Angeles and elsewhere. The
sooner such leaders are put out of
control the better it will be for labor
organizations.

2. Let organized labor everywhere
give their members to understand
that they will not stand for violence
or crime; that the moment a member
of their unions puts forth his hand to
violate the law, that he is a criminal
and that the law will deal with him
accordingly; that instead of standing
by him and giving him sympathy and
encouragement, they will do all in
their power to help bring him to jus-
tice.

3. let them realize that their ef-
fort to control labor is a friendly con
test between themselves upon the one
hand and the nonunion men on the
other; that this contest is a legitimate
rivalry, and that their brother work-
men out of the union have a right to
make an honest living for themselves
and their families just as long as they
obey the laws and keep within the
bounds of good citizenship, and that
whoever lays violent hands upon any
one of them is a eriminal.

I. Let them also remember that
the employer has some rights as long
as he takes no advantage of the men
whom he employs. To try to coerce
him, otherwise than through persua-
sion, public sentiment and law, is not
right: and that when violence is re-
sorted to and his property is destroy-
ed and his workmen slaughtered it 1s
anarchy of the worst type.

5 let all union labor organiza-
tions proceed at once to raise a fund,
if not within a short time, then with-
in whatever reasonable time is neces
sary, with which to reimburse the
Times Publishing Company and the
Llewellen Company for the property
their leaders destroyed, and to pen-
sion the widows and orphans of the
men slaughtered in the Times Build
ing catastrophe as the result of the
diabolical deed of the men whom they
trusted. To do this will impress the
world with the fact that labor union
men are just in their dealings, and
humane in their sentiments. Such a
course would go a long way to make
the public forget the awfulness of
the erime perpetrated in the name of
organized union labor. And we be
lieve that this will be the advice of
the great masses of the worthy and
law-abiding working men in the unions
of this country. Otherwise, it will re-
quire the passing of a generation to
wipe out the evil effect of this erime
upon the weal of our labor organiza-
tions.

REV. T. G. WHITTEN REMAINS IN
TEXAS.

After all Brother Whitten does not
go to Missouri as we announced last
week. He goes to Atlanta, Texas.
True, he was read out transferred to
the Southwest Missouri Conference,
and in charge of the Lexington Dis-
triet, and this was the fact at that
time, but the arrangement failed. The
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i Sarsaparilla
- Acts directly and peculiarly
a on the blood; purifies, enriches
': and revitalizes it, and in this
e way builds up the whole sys.
= tem. Take it. Get it today.
In usual liquid form or in chocolate
e coated tablots called Sarsatabs,
le e ————————————————————
" brother in Missouri, whose place
e Brother Whitten was to take, wanted
of to come South for the health of his
" family, and, in order to do it, a man
from Texas had to take his place. So
re - Bishop Denny and Bishop Mouzon
d agreed to make the exchange in or-
e der to accommodate him, and Broth-
r er Whitten agreed to the exchange as
o a matter of helpfulness to an afMicted
al brother, though he preferred to stay
m in Texas. Soon after the adjournment
8 of the Texas Conference it turned out
d that the Missouri brother decided to
n remain where he was, and that left
» Brother Whitten in Texas, where he
desires to stay. We are glad that
Tt the plan miscarried, for Brother Whit-
N . ten is a useful member of the Texas
e Conference, and he goes to a good
e appointment.
e
k- DEATH OF MRS. R. B. MORELAND.
: The good wife of Rev. R. B. More
5 land, of Bridgeport, Texas, recently
¢ Y passed to her reward and she was
- buried in Commerce, Texas, Novem-
"} ber 27. She had been ill for some
¥ time, and her death was not a sur-
prise to those who knew of her se-
" vere illness, though it was none the
: less a shock to her family and
friends. She was truly a good wom-
o an and filled her place well as wife,
» mother and friend. She had long
'_l been a devoted Christian, and her
: faith was strong and abiding to the
end. The Advocate extends sympa
. thy to the husband and motherless
children. May the good Father above
: grant them comfort and grace.
t Last Sunday, » week ago, the so-
- ciety page of the Fort Worth Record
. was devoted to the organized socie-
r ties of Church work in the city, and
» the Churches generally were repre-
= 4 sented. A succinct account of how
L the Churches work through these or-
» ganized forms was well-written, and
v presented to the readers of the Rec-
ord. The society editress of that de-
» partment, Miss Lucile Brian, render-
1 ed the religious people of the city a
2 real serviee in that stroke of enter
4 prise.
t e ———————————————————
f
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Rev. Simeon Shaw, presiding elder
of the Colorado District, will reside
in Swectwater, Texas, and his corre-

spondents will address him at that
oflice.
Rev. 1. Z. T. Morris, of Fort Worth,

was 1o see us last week., He is busy
about his work at this time. The ap-
proach of Christmas always makes
his work heaviest.

On the 19th of November the good
mother of Rev. C. C. Swinney, of
Morgan, passed to her final reward.
She was an eminently good woman,
and her children rise up and call her
blessed. They mourn her departure,
but she rejoices in the better land.

[
5

Rev. J. . Burke's address will con-
tinue to be Burke, Tex. While it is
hard for him to give up the active
work he writes that he cheerfully sub-
mits, believing that “all things work
together for good to those that love
the Lord.”" We have no better man
in Texas than Rev. J. D. Burke.

We had a pleasant visit from Broth-
er C. C. Derr, of Vigo Park, now vis-
iting children in this city. He called
December 2, which was his seventy-
eighth birthday. He has always tak-
en the Advocate, at least so long that
his memory does not recall when he
was without it, and he says that he
is now too old to be without ir.

7’

Rev. E. B. Chenoweth, of the Cen-
tral Conference, was compelled by ill
health to retire from the active work
this year. His address will be Da-
villa, Texas, until he decides on his
permanent location. Bro. Chenoweth
is one of our most effeetive preach-
ers, and his many friends will join
the Advocate in the hope that he will
soon recover his usual health.

Rev. Franklin Moore was returned
to the Ovilla charge and his people
have shown their appreciation of the
fact by a generous pounding. He in-
vites the Advocate force to make him
a visit and the feast enumerated
makes hungry reading. They also
furnish him with a fine Jersey cow,
and he is getting fat on cream and
good butter. Of course he is in love
with the people and the charge.

TURNING POINTS IN THE KIS
TORY OF THE SOUL.

Perhaps you have seen a heavy en-
gine shifted from one track to anoth-
er by a little thin plate of iron. So the
lives of many are shifted from one
course of life to another by a very
small incident. This is especially
true in revival seasons. How often
we have seen sinners balancing them-
selves on the question: “Shall I start
to be a Christian now, or postpone the
matter to another time?” The scales
of the will stand almost on a level
balance. A one-ounce weight dropped
in then turns the whole man to step
on the side of God and heaven. Just
then a little influence of the right
sort from a Christian friend carries
the immortal soul to Jesus to be sav-
ed. O, what eternal things hang,
then, on the smallest touch of some
outside influence. It is said that on
the rugged heights of the Alps, at
certain times, a great mountain of
snow hangs so evenly balanced that
the jar from the footstep of a traveler
or the report of a gun, may destroy
the nicely-poised equilibrium and
send the immense avalanche thunder-
ing down to the bottom, destroying
everything in its desolating track.
And so many souls in revival seasons
stand in the very crisis of their
moral history. We call to mind the
case of a young lady, who was “al-
most persuaded” to go, but an un-
seemly influence of another turned
the scale, and she passed away un-
saved.

It is said that the brilliant Aaron
Burr, while a student at college dur-
ing a revival season, was convicted
of sin, and became much concerned
about his soul's salvation. A little

i Rolling Partitions

A A marvelous convenience and the mog! effect
ive method for disiding large rooms in Churches
and School Bulldings into small rooms and vies

versa: made from various kinds of wood; sound
proof and alr tight: easily operated, and lasting

also with blacklward surface Fitted &
new and old buildings. Used In over 25 060
Churches and Public Buildings Write for

Partition Catalogue A-2

JAS. G. WILSON MFG. CO.

deeply pondering the great question,
a man connected with
dropped the weight of his influence
in the wrong end of the scale, and
Burr dismissed the question from his
mind, and became finally an
lanche of ruin to himself and many
others.
and Felix once stand upon this pivot

Eolling at Side.
Alse Venctian Blinds. Wood Block Floors and Rolling Steel Shutters.

3 and 5 W. 29th St. New Yerk. Reliing Above.

of eternal destiny? A flash of light

encouragement would have carried
him over on the Lord's side. But came upon them and revealed the
while this intellectual giant stood harbor of safety, but they decided

not to steer to it then.
the college €d?
off on the stormy sea,
—Raleigh Christian Advocate.
o —— —

Somewhere bevond the
vour world there is a ha
bor of your

ava- i
curve
rbor— the h:

And did not King Agrippa

hopes.

What follow-
Dense darkness closed in around
them and the bark of the soul floated
a moral wreck.
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Biggest Piano Auction
Sale Ever Held in Dallas

$475 HIGH-GRADE PIANO GOES
TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER

Absolutely no “ifs” or strings tied to thiz bona fide Auction Sale. You
simply make us an offer —the hizghest Lidder he Piano

You ean call at our store and ox ni‘ie the Pianos and convinee your
self that at the regular sale pri o, $175.00, you are 1ing an ex

ceptional value.
THE HIGHEST BIDDER GETS THE PIANO ON $10.00 MONTHLY

PAYMENTS IF HE DOESN'T WANT TO PAY CASH.
Mail Us Your Offers—\\Ve have three car loads of these Pianos that
are going to be Aunctioncd by mail, Be sure to get one Fhe highest
bidder gets the Piano
A Ghristmas Gift to the Family
You could ¢ie nothing more acceptable 1o mother or dauchter
constant s of pleasure to allan education and ente ner com
bincd.
.t the Piano before Christmas— what could % mo

the recipient
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My Bid

I will pay $ down.

I will

W. L. WEAVER PIANO CO.

211 North Akard Street, Dallas. Texas.
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’ They are ideal for service alone or with ice
cream, tea, chocolate or any iced beverage.

BROWN CRACKER AND CANDY CO.

S
Jpecna

are more delicious than biscuits,
more wholesome than candy. There
is a different kind for cvery taste.

One is called Hydrox—two crisp chocolate
wafers with a layer of rich vanilla cream. One
is slightly gingered, another unsweetened and
shortened with butter, another is delicately
flavored with almond—and so on through the
! list—each has a substance and flavor of its own.

Let us send you a package of
Hydrox. They are packed so
carefully and dcintily in tin
that they remain absolutely
fresh and delicate. Sold also
by the pound.
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irning Lt no man, there

ore, ju Ou in me n drink,
or in respect of a holy or of the
new moon, or of Sabbs ¥8." Such
an utterance w ity m men
n refusing to submit to the parrow
Judgment that woo'd foree them to
give scrupulous heed to these thinas,

or that would discredit them for re
fusing to do sc.

In vain were these wise words .ot-
tered The outward and maerial
view of roligion which followed the
ntroduction of multitudes of half
converted heathen into the Church,
gradually took possession of the
whole body believers. Only a few
centurie had elapsed until the en
tire year was broken up into a series
of successive cycles of ecclesiastieal
festivals, all of which were celebrated
with more or less of pomp and dis

play. Christmas was not among th
first of these to be introduced The
whole evele of Enster festivals pre.

ceded it We find no distinet recog
nition of it ar Rome until the year
W, Twenty years later Chrysostom

Antioch spoke of it as “the me
tropolis of all the festivals.” In 420
it had been put into the calendar at
\lexandria.

From the first, it was, of course,

degigned to commemorate the birth
of Christ, and was evlebrated on the
25th of December. That this was the
true date of our Savior's advent is
by no means certain. The Bible gives
us no positive information as to the
season when he entered into the
world., and the fact that the shep
herds were in the fields with their
flocks seems to forbid the supposition
that the event could have occurred
in midwinter. John Miiton, in hi
Nativity Hymn,” aceepts the trad
tional view, and says

It was the winter wild,

While the heaven-born Child

All meanly wrapt in the rude mancer
lies;

Nature in awe to him

Had doffed her gaundy trim,

VWith her great Master so to sympa
thize.

There is much ground for the sup
po<ition that the Christmas festival
though invested with a Christian sig
nificance, was, in the outset, a bor
rowing and adaption of some then
existing heathen customs. The Sat
urnalia, in remembrance of the fa
bled Golden Age, were annually cele
brated at Rome ecember 17-24, and
were terminated by the Sigillaria
when children received presents of
dolls and figurcs made of earthen
wore and wax. On the 25th of the
same month came the Hrumalia or
feast of the winter Selstice. It was
regarded by the early Christians as
being far from an accidental oceur
rence that Christ, the Erernal Son
should have appeared at just th
time when the chief luminary in the
natural heavens had receded to th
farthest point, and started back in
his course.

That there has been much in the
way in which Christmas has been
kept by Christian people to harmon
ize well with its semi-heathen origin
cannot be doubted. Ry slow degrees
however, it has in most countries
worked itself free from these objee
tionable features. In our own sec
tion of the United States it is univer
sally observed as a season of jov nnd
dolight, though not regarded with
superstitious veneration on the one
hand nor generally dishonored by
rioting and excess on the other. So
observed, there is much to be said

for it, and nothing at all against it
Dr. Schafl's eloquent words find a
fitting place here:

“It is, of all the festivals, the one
most thoroughly interwoven with the
popular and family life, and stands
at the head of the great feasts in the
Western Church year. It continues
to be, in the entire Catholic world
and in the greater part of Protestant
Christendom, the grand jubilee of
chiMdren, on which innumerable gifts
eclebrate the love of God in the gift
of his only begotten Son. It kindles
in midwinter a holy fire of love and
gratitude, and preaches in the long
est night the rising of the Son of life
and the gory of the Lord”

It s nearly nineteen centuries since
lesus was born in the manger at
Bethlehem. What mighty changes
have since been wrought by the pow.
er of his life and death! Though
spending a little more than thirty
years on the earth, he touched hu
manity to its core as no one elie ever
d'd. and today he wiclds over men
and women the seepter of an ever
widening dominion. Historians have
enrolled upon thelr pages the story
of all his wonderful deeds. Orators,
whose lips his own heavenly influence
has touched with fire, have spent their
wimost strength in magnifying his
nam: Poets, with rapt souls, have
tuned thelr lyres to give him the hon
or and the glory that are his due.
And millions of human beings—from
little children just beginning to lisp
thelr prayers to the ripe and beauti
ful saints, who are taking already the
mystieal forecast of the world to
come ~have bowed before his stain
s« holiness and infinite love, and
have clasped his feet In worship. It
is wonderful, wonderful! let us
thank God for this great apocalypse
of his Son in human form, and vow
him, cach one of us, a life of un-
broken obedience in return. He lov
ed us, and gave himself for us. Shall
we not, therefore, love him with all
our heart, and mind, and strength,
and vield him the glad and grateful
obedience of our lives? To fail to
do so,_ is to show ourselves incapable
of be'ng reached and stirred by the
highest and holiest of motives. The
heart that does not respond to the
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sppeal of an infinite compassion is
made of stone,

It is eminently proper also that, in
remembrince of the amazing love
that prompied our Lord to lay aside
the glory he had with the Father be
fore the world was, and to take upon
himself the form of a servant for us
men and for our salvation, we should
give ourselves with new diligence to
the serviee of our fellow-creatures.
Standing in the shadow of that
strange, uplifiing, and quickening
life, which is bounded at one extreme
by a lowly manger and at the other
by a bitter cross, we shall utterly
fafl to read its supreme lesson aright,
if we do not see in it a gospel of self-
sacrificing devotion to the good of
others. “The disciple 1s not above
his Master, nor the servant ahbove his
lord: it is enough for the disciple that
he be as his Master, and for the sery-
ant that he be as his lord” When we
reflect upon the fact that we were re
deemed from our own sins by a no
less precious ransom than the blood
of Jesus Christ, how can we ever
again be narrow and selfish, either in
our way of thinking or in our way of
acting? “If GCod so loved us, we
ought also to love one another.” On
the supposition that we correctly ap
preciate our place and standing in
the kingdom of God, we 