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The Holy Club--Its Rise and Fall

By Rev, J. Marvin Nichols.

5 At t read t) history

of this

He was thelr
for lead
1te prosda
Like Napoleon
nan of destins,
- ndowment was
LR IER She poOw.
b feparted
He s majestic
f her deft
re f the
e ® 3 inna Wes
th throns
nd law -giver
\! ' = ght into hwing
W hos yries In
A ' be sune
had gon
A ' gy has been “‘more
memorsy and
cath-hed
istory
\l S ns says that
M ~ \ X ne of the
ra and In
th history

\ prosidential
fohn Wesley was
& 15 crucated

' ! t Chureh
’ nable the

Mg fan t might hav
a ) st her
ape ; " entist
and ' ! pher Noth
(3] At
ha ala 2 . t estinies of
,v Y » . ‘V‘ fout ¢ A_I'! |.‘
English
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tia trady
o Then ag providence turnc !
the mind of W ' ! the mighty
[ ) 12t whenee he drew all
pspiracion The John Wesley w
ha s lwgely indebted to the hooks he
cad Thomas a Kempis I» Imita
tione Christi the protege of Arch
bishop Laub—Jeremy Taylor—who
looke: upon theology as rather a di-

vine life than a divine knowledge:’
these devotional writers influenced
him profoundlsy  Under this regime he
enters the Hols Club saturated with
the meditative monds of the ascetk

ind the dreamys. fanciful thought of
the mysth Al this time. religious)s
John Wesley was predisposed to e a
hermit Had it not heen for the

ader view and more practical turn

of Willlam Morgan. even under the
vadership of this brilllant Osonian
rganization might have become a
twndy of anchorites and recluses of the
first water The fnal rounding of
Wesles s characte that which made
Bim «o powerfal 4 personality  came
in with the systematized order of N
« practieed by the Holy Club. in th
finence of Morgan that hroadened his
rizon and drov. im from puritani
2! moorings. in the contact with the
Moravians hasing bheen all the mors
Whitefield s conversion
three years before And thus the
mighty leader was qualified to hecoms
gnant in the life of the Holsy Cihah
nd ultimately to send It forth as an
rganized army for the cvangelization
f the sorll” he dared o call “his

’ teid Y

parist

The Holy Club. as we have seen, iw
gan i1s ecareer In 1729 with bhut thres
charter members To-day the Hols
Clul preserved in a  Methodism
numering 19 06 e sonls for cach of
the three charter members What an
astounding feat’ No wonder Rishop

Galloway should exclaim History i«
h movement of God in providence
and grace I's history closes shortls
ifter the conversion of Whitefield in
1735 In the latter end of the sear
1738 cight or ten persons came to Mr
tJohn) Wesley in London who ap
peared to be deply convieted of sin

and carnestly groatning for  redemp
thew This was the rise of the
F'nited Society. first in Burope. then
n Ameriea The London organiza

tion was not the Holy Club It W
mply the inttial step in the forma
f the United Societies in Europ
and America About four years prior
to this date the Oxford mosement had
cased  This interim  the lapse of
me hetween 35 and 173 was
ventfal It marked the first and ox
raordinary missionary operations of
primitive Methodism And azain 1t
fas this very missionars movement
tha' produced the final dissolution of
the Holy Clab
In ke past century there has beer
no greater force for the evangelization
f the wide wide world than the
M thodist movement Her  message
has been a gospel of living power. her
ministry endowed with hols fire het
CAperien 1 conscious salvation from
n her hymns thrones of praises her
advancomen! on social inlquity daring
ind intrepid, her ploneering in distant
heathen lands the marvel of the cen
turys Her army has  been  depleted
mily by the triumphant deaths on the
field of war Her ranks have been
filled by thousands from her consecra
ted ehildhood And now, thirty mi!
lon strong, the Holy Club. In 15
ancient spirit. but multiplied by count
85 more. moses into the twentieth
cntury panoplied with celestial arma
ment and nerved by the shibboleth of
hatth the world for Christ With
sainted Heber we shout

<ha " Whose souls are lighted

With » fom from on high
Sha Re o men benighted
! amp of hfe deny
sl th “©0 sivation
T sful sound proclaim
airth remotest natior
Has learned Messiah = name

Our pulpits are preserving unsullied
traditions onee delivered to the
aints Our laity are following no
fable conningly devised We hase 2
Church  whose vital doetrines are
transmuted into life Thousands in
heathen lands hase Nstened o our

story and found a risen Lord  And th.
Chureh shomwts on
Wart wmar. ye winds his story
And » ¢ WAters ol
! Ke 4 sen of glory
It spreads from pole to pad
! ' it ransomed natere
The lamb for sinnerss lair
Hedermer King Creator
! Bliss reture ! "l‘V
This s no new spirit saddenly gen-
crated among us A true  profound

stidy of our romantic and unexampled
histors will reveal all these might;
nftuences locked up in the Holy Clak
Methodism  If designed to play hr
() n the drama of the world's
demption. must have an organizer «he
must have her sweet songs she must
have her flaming evangel she must
have have her spirit that would | we
msclonsness of self in order to 2ave
an apostate race In the Holy Clah s
to he found John Wesley, the organic
head. Charles Wesles. the sacred
psalmodist George Whitefield the
superh cvangelist. and Willlam Mor-
gan. whose missionary spirit foreed
Methodism bevond the bSoundaries of
Oxford University

The Oxford Club was indeed a
spiritual brotherhood. It had but one
end—the working out of their salva-

TEXAS CHRISTIAN
tion. Granting that to have been ac
complished the purpose of the organ-
fzation was reached They were close
Iy bound together in religions sympa-
thies they mutually studied the Greek
Yestament and read the anclent class
les. thes poured over the guestions of
divinity. Thes took the Lord's Supper
together they fasted and they prayed
They practiced rigid self examination
It has been observed  says one. ‘that
the rules might have been appended
to the exemises of Loyola had they
not mentioned the laws of the Angl!
can Church

These weie the ends of that hrother
bood that mark the beginning of
Methodism.  In this body were ‘our
dominating regnant characters each
swaying the other and all forming the
foundation of the very life and power
of Methodism as it stands to-day It
is wholly unnecessary to speak of the
personality of Jobn Wesles here He
is the universally recognized Father
of the Holy Club and the founder of
Methodism At last the world  has
ome to  realize the majesty aad
might of this wonderful product of
England  He needs no enlogy fron
his spiritual children- all sniform!y
acknowledge his greatness He vas
a man’ says Lord Macanley “whos
cloquence and logical acuteness might
have rendered him eminent in Htera
tare . whose genius for government Say
not inferior to that of Richelien; and
who devoted all his powers. in deflan
of oblogquy and derision to what he
sincerely considered the highest good
of his species A greater post aas
arise than Homer or Milton = writs
Dr Dobbin. of Oxford University a
greater theologian than Calvin a
greater  philosopher than HBacon. a
greater dramatist than any of ancient
or modern fame. bat a more distin
guished revivalist of the Churches
than John Wesles, never Southey s
jndgment. in a letter to Wikherfore:
is I consider Wesley the most n
fluential mind of the last century  the
man who will have produced the
greatest effects, centuries or  perhaps
milleniums hence if the present race
of men should continue =0 long

A\ seeond predominating personalicy
was that of Charles Wesley It is a
striking colncidence that immediate!s
apon Wesles s return from a visit o
the German Pletists the world hegan
to recvive the mights hymns that have
fanned thousands of hearts into holy
fame The sublimest music is sacrod
and peenliar to 8 Christian land.  The
cross makes possible all the sympho
nies the harmonies the oratorios  that
ravish our hearts. The Christian era
is the age of song and Weslesanism
a distinet period The poor unforty
nate withoat God and hope st In
the wilderness of sin  has no inspira
tion for music  The harp hangs upon
the willow no song Is sung in  »
strange land The Pletism of Ger
many says a cvlebrated hist vian
has an essential underiying relation
to the gloriouns music of Bach of Han
de!l and of Haydn Under the in
fluence of religion the “Messialh  was
composed. than which ne  sublimer
oratorio was ever given to the world
Hande! and Wesles worked conjoiut
Iy ofttimes The Wesless neor
dreamed of such magnificent results

But they sung for the ages  Som. one
has said
What simpd trains are these 1o Mye »

|
To merve s many mans lands
When self-appointed arbiter
Are all ofaced HEe =
wand
And #'iHl another thus speaks of
Weslesan hymnologs
These hymns have ralsed  the
from the sod
Have made the rad
ture sWeet
Have reared & s f Kingdoms unto

P asant

half savage na

And lakl 2 milllon hearts at Jesus fest

Another stiiking personality and
the third mentioned s George White
field. the evangelist of Methodism

Writers who are not Methodis:s ad-
mit that Methodism saved the Non
conformity of England Whiteficid
was its chief representative and pro-
moter among the Nonconformists The
whole evangelical dissent of Eagland
feel his power today ™ Newton of
Olney . said ‘As a preacher, If any
man were to ask me who was the o
ond | ever had heard | should be ot
some loss but in regard to the drst
Mr Whitefleld exceeded so far every
other man of my time that | should be
at none. He was the original of sopn
lar preaching and all our popular
preachers are only his  coples ie
was the most commanding prea bet
among the aundiences of primitive
Methodism  Multitudes followed him
to a final resting place. Bells were
tolled. fags of the shipping hungz at
half mast. guns of mourning =oe
fired on deck, funeral sermons wsere
preached throughout Ameriea, the
Georgia Magistrates assembled in the
State House, stores in  the colonise
sold all their mourning cloth.  the
London Methodist chapels wore
draped. and Charles Wesles published
an 'I'u on the death of this great
man  He sleeps beneath the pulpit of
Federal Street M. Newhuaryport
A great :;u-.h near
altar m memory
thousands made pilgrimages to

H £
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tomb Passing through an ancient
vestry " says Stevens “the visitor de-
scends. with his  guide and lantern,
through a door in the ecrypt. ana
thenee by a side door. into the vaait
extending under the puipit. where be
tween two  ancient pastors of the
Church, lHes the open coffin  of the
great evangelist.  The bare and &
caying hones He upon a shight vl of
mold formed of the dust of the bhody
A the though!fal spectator gagze s upn
the full-orbed cranium. or takes It
into his hands. many an eager o
quiry is startled within him.  What
thoughts of power and of granden-
emanated from this dome of e mind
thoughis that have stirred the depths
of hundreds of thousands of souls, an i
will quicken thelir immortality’ What
were the attributes of his character
what the sources of his  vonderful
power”

And now we come to * ast. and
the fourth, tremendous personal '+ in
the Holy Clab - Willlam Morgan The
overshadowing of John Wesley th
far-seeing organizer. of Chates Wes
ley. the sweet singer of (his potent o!
hrotherhood of George Whitefield
whose sacred elogquence 50t the hearts
of thousands on fire -all these has
served to Craw our minds from the
Hustrious spirit of Willlam Morgan
Methodism owes this first ma v hose
horfzon lay beyond the nar-ov bhounds
of mysticism and asceticsm 4 deht
she san never pas He has not e
ccived the attention in histo.y that he
deserves It was he who persuaded
the Holy Club to take ap the ands of
the Greek Testament the weekls
prayer and communion the visiting of
the prisons and the care of the poor
This “peculiar” conduct. on the part
of Morgan, was the very grovnd of op
position and criticism at the hands of
the Holy Club.  Spurred on by Wes
ley's father, Morgan porsisted  until
finally he induced the 1 tie «umpany
to enter a systematic plan for th
care of the wards of th guspe’ hey
sere endeasoring o preach  One
thing s absolutely true. That is the
almost monastic hatn s of life being
formed by them superinduced and on
couraged by the beat of John Wesley
mind were counterac.od Ly the hene
volent and ardent sympathies of Wi
Ham Morgan He sas | them from the
Nte of a recluse and ranstormed all
their mightsy powers into  agencies
that should spread a4 ‘ving message
into the regions beyord

It need ot e Bere repeated that
the utimate obhjeet bis cluby was 0
arvive at a personal coas usress of
salvation  George Whit el reached
it in 1735 Charles Wesles and his
brother John, in the order “amed. at
tained this objective polnt In 103y
These days mar the dissolution of the
Holy Club. whose boundaries wore not
yet besond the adjacent districts and
the rise of the nited Socie s, whose
Hmitations were destined 1o L the
remote corpers of the earth W
would emphasized the fact that the
Iatter (Baception might not have been
had not that misslonary spir.t Wi
Ham Morgan played its part in the
destinies of the Holy Club  There
was no longer need for the organize
tion. It now is possessed of 1 Mying
burning message for dying men
There was hut one possible thing to
do - dishand in order to tell the won
ders of this grace Though sad the
parting. yet they follow the pillar of
cloud by day and fire by night Ox
ford. so far as the Holy Clab is con
cerned s clear of Methodists  Had
the fire burned out®* No - never © God
was only seattering the bhrands that he
might set the whole kingdom in a
blaze The end has come the old
regime gives place o the new  The
Holy Club is lost in the United So-
clety. jJust ke mist disappears in the
coming of the san  John Wesley
planning more wisely than he knew
and the hye-word of all England a
century and a half ago. i now hon
ored alongside kings queens priests
and poets in the halls of old Westmin
ster. MeTyelre tells us that there s
a space in the wall on the south alsle
of the venerable abbey. three by nine
feet. that is flled by 3 massive white
marble tablet Within a  sunken
cirele are medallion profiles e size
of the two brothers  Above are the
names. with date of birth and deatl
below

“THE BEST OF ALL 18
GOD IS WITH 'S

Bencath this quotation is culptured. in
bold bas-relief. John Wesles preach
ing on his father's tomb At the bt
tom s Charles Wesles's exnltan' ox
clamation

GOD BURIES HIS WORKMEN
BUT CARRIES ON HIS WORK
Galnesville Texas
—_—— ——,l— —
WHITHER AM | GOING’
By Geo Hare M D
The Later Apostolic Age.
We now enter the life time of the

Apostle John As usual the records of
the persecutions tn’om'-‘m-

the moralizing of Epictetus  Refer
ring to the Christians of Martial's time
as Galliwans who despised the rage of
their armed enemies” he thus moral
fzes over their steadfastness: “Is |t
possible that 3 man may arrive at this
temper and  become  indifferent o
those things from madness or from
habit. as the Galileans? ¢ * * L«
this preparation of the mind (1o die)
arise from its own judgment and not
from obstinacy. like the Christians
There were then seen in those days
steadfast Christians under sufferings
Pliny's descriptive summary demands
an allowance from the erities of time
sufficient for expansion and influence
of the Christian religion  Time must
be given long enough precedent to
Pliny for the sound of the preaching
of Christ crucified to reach the pros
inces on the shores of the Buxine Sea
and still more time for the ridiceuled
doctrine of a crucified Savior to turn
the world of heathendom there upside
down

While the apostle John was yvet Ny
ing the Emperor omitian learned that
there were a poople who worshiped
Christ as God. bt who would not
worship cither his statue or pagan
gewls He instituted a general perse
ecution of Christians all over the Ro
man cmpire . some were pat to death
some banished others suffered by the
confiseation of thelr properts By this
time the Christian Church had found
adberents in the highest manks of so
clety Flasius Cloment a cousin of
the Emperor. and who held the offies
of Consul in Rome having embraced
the faith. was tried and sentenced to
death  Domitelll a lady of high rank
was sent into exile 1o the Isle of P
tia. where she died This suggesis
the remark that the Christians of
Rome were not annihilated by Nero
the fiendish dragon et loose among
them. though many were  devoured
Sufficient are still found here  and
visewhere to eall forth the ntmest of
torts of another Emperor to frighten
and slay  But the desperate antagon
=m and wrath of man turns now into
further testimons to the inextinguish
able blazre of Christianits throughout
the Roman empire before the last o
the apostios had ot passed away

The Churches in Rome and Corint)
are consplenous In all those carly
ages The next sear after the teemi
nation of DPomitian s redgn Clement
Bishop of Rome. writes to the Chareh
n Corinth a letter, which s one of
the two varfiost writings of the apes
tolie fathers that hase come down o
ue 1 owas sent abost the senr % A
D, n the name of the Chureh of
Rome. in order to pacilts contentions
which nere prevailing among the Cor
inthian brethren  The concluding por
thom of it s a praser which has onls
Iatels been diseovered  The verity of
the mncient tradition i obvious
which said that Clement sas person
ally acquainted with one of the apes
thes, Nving so long as he did in their

apostle John is abiding at Ephe
sus. to which he had removed a Ntk
previous to the destruction of Jerusa
lem:. and the Chureh of Hierapolis in
Pisidia buries the remains of Philip
the apostle
Of course it had been known that
there were Christians in Antioch pre
vious to the arratgnment of thelr Bish
op lgnatins before Trajan MHe was
sald to be very diligent in the exereise
of his eldership. but i1 s et custo
mary to ralse 3 as convert at ones
to the offfee of edder in a Chureh which
already had » histors His histors of
forty years’ oldership an!  previous
private membership show the long and
continuous Christianits in Antloch in
apostolic days  Evodins had followe |
Peter In the oversight of this Charch
which gives it Hke s sister Church
of Corinth a eontinuous history from
its varly visitations by the aposties
The cireumstance of Saturnin, a gnos
tie at Antioch, troubling the Chureh
here In the Iater apostolic dass would
of tself give the Church entiny
To =
SRRV
BE CAREFUL HOW YOU BUILD

It s not enough for & man 1o bulld
a ship so that it Jooks bheantiful as it
stands on the stocks What though a
man bulld his vessel <o trim and grace
ful that all admire it i when she
comes 1o be launched she is not it for
the sea, If she can not stand stormy
weather if she is a slow sallor and a
poor carrier. if she is Hable 1o founder
on the voyage® A ship however come
Iy she mas be s not good for any
thing unless she can battle with the
deep  That is the place 1o test her
All her fine lines and grace and bean
Iy are of no account if she falls there
It makes no Merence how splendidly
Son bualld. so far as this world is eon
cerned your e is a fallure unless you
bulld so that you can go ont into the
great future on the cternal sea of lite
We are to live on. We are not 1o live

ontinuged »

again. bt we are o Nve without
break  Ivath is not an end It is a
new impulse Beocher
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