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DEAR OLD CHRISTMAS.
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ging the newiyfound treasure and
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sould not get them Kissing them
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contented awaiting the merry Christ
mas morn —Mildred A. Burrill
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CHRISTMAS BELLS.

Hark' the bells of Christmas ringing
All abroad their echoes finging
Wider still and wider winging

On the waste of wintry alr!
On thelr solemn. swift vibrations
Rapture. rapture, through the nations,
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this price

Here is a seribe takis 2 morning
walk. His figun stately. his rolws
is fauitiess and his movement the per
fection of manly grace Yes, | have

heard a wild story —of sowething that
it is said happened last night It
seems that some wvul couple had
an heir born to them in the stable

oncerned about it
ard of the Babs savs
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Yes. | too be
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Oh no, no” harriedly answers t}
trader We were two hours {ror
city at sunset on the sixth day of the
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I needed to stable my came and the
poor beasts had no sheiter
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Ah' here comes an 1 man whose
beard is white as the snow in Sal
mon. It is Rabbi Ephraim. We heard
him at the synagogue vestorda) It
was he who preached the sermon cor
cerning  Messial His words thes
were as pearis—fitly  spoken Thes
came from his lips a= from the lips
of a prophet

The rabbi has heard t} story, and
his heart moves him to seek for fur
ther light He hurries as rapidly as his
age will permit and with anxious
look he glances from side to side as

he as he presses through the crowd
asking again and again Where is
He Can no one tell®

A shepherd standing near hears the
old man speak, and turning at once
to him. he sars My father. peace to
thee —the peace of the God of Abra
ham: come with me—1 will take thee
to Him

And the two men walk away togeth
er Business goes on as heretofore
and occastonalls some one speaks
with interest of the Chiid that i= born

The Rabbi is greatly oxecited. He
has heard that the angels of the Most
Hizh have announced birth of
Messiah—the Blessed One of shom he
spake but yvesterday ‘And will the
Eterna! blessed be He —permt me
to see His Anointed One?

As they walk, Simeon, the shepherd
tells the story of last night's happen
ings—how he and his fellows were
with the sheep when the angels ap
peared; and how the child was found
and— But the Rabbl interrupts. ex
claiming with great carnestness and
joy: “Bless the Lord O my soul: and
all that is within me bless His holy
pame’ And thou my son, hast seen
Him—thou art very greatly blessed
And he is cared for? “As thou sayest
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reign and prosper’
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form before him Rabbi Ephrain
his knees beside the couch
touch the little fingers? He
must—ne cannot but do it

Carefully he slips his hand under
the little hand, and, with gentlest
care. lifts it and kisses it passionate
ly. And for an hour he kneels here
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dare he
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LITTLE FELLER'S STOCKIN'.

THE POY WILLIAM

! peering out into
gloom. followed

me A Circle

Well ef it ain't Mis" Meeks! Come
in!'™
Yes, it's me.  Jacob, he has to ride
over to the store, en’ | come this way
fur to stay while he was gone. Be
afede guess what, boy Willlam?* |
brung your Chris'mas gift along. Here,
son
William's eyes were very, very
large as he put out his hand and took
the thick papersack My! There
were nuts, eandies, oranges, squibs
and--ves, a ball What else” Oh a
top' Geewhillikins'  wasa't Mis
Meeks a fine woman® Tears came into

his eve He struggled hard, to no
avail They had to come. He burst
into a heart r

Why. dearie n whatever is the
matte with the child? asked Mrs
Ve ~

Sy Get off to bed this minute!™

H ng his precious sack close, he

nt up the stairway into his dark Mt
' room. and soon crept into a ecold
bedd. Dwrop by drop the tears rolled
town upon the pitlow. He talked with
the Silent 'nseen

Mother, they're all fine—for me
She brunz ‘em, Mis' Meeks did, en |
want you to know about it. Ef It
wasn't for her, I'd had nothin gn 1
wanted squibs en a ball en a top worst
of al I wonder how she knew? She
ain’t any ltle boys of her own, neither
Ef you eonld peen down, just a minute
en se¢ 1I'd be glad | wish you would
They 're here—right by me

He fell asleep, sobbing | think
gnuardian ange's were about his coneh
for in his dreams he laughed

In the room below Mrs. Meeks was
Saring

Hit's so lonesome with Jacob allus
off on cattle business on no one hnut
me She hegan cantionsly. from her
side of the hearth, with a tiny tin-box
in her hand and a bhrush bhetween her
e Miss Becky didn't dip  She knit
Her needles clicked very lond at
times This was one of the times
Mis' Meeks had something to say
Well et it come' It wonldn't hurt her

Mis’ Meeks—nor her Becky, nel
ther

Yes hit s | ean’t put up with it
allus Pears ef it gits lonesomer en
jonesomer, en Jacobh he takes the

bines hisself. He allus wanted a bov
which the geod Lord didn'e see fit to
give We'd a done a good part My

him, of he'd been give to us  We'd
send him to sehoo! en seen to his
havin' goed, warm clo's to wear en d
give him plavthings sich’'s any peart
chile ke but. then we'd done that
ven of he wa' a orphan we tuck to
keer tor

She pansed at last. and the brush
went down into the box again How
the needles clicked!

Strange' came in harsh tones
Them what = got ‘em dont want
em on them what ain't does’

Becky. ve're wrong thers Hits a
awful hard heart what would mistreat
one of God's lambs

I'd ke to know what any woman
what ain't had the keer of ‘'em knows

) T that | wounld!

Heaps' Ha Ve ean forgot
r ehildhood® Have | No. | ain't!
Er an uncertain alr aceompanied
the ntore lact he sets a ot by

the hory William He wants you en
in ? o' ,l,np. . nt our ".‘ nse ',,
morrow . en he savs as how. Becky, of
Vo t him he'll pay William's
sche ' He's sech a peart boy
maost ten. too, ain’t he
Ten tomorrow
A Chris'mas git', hisself Well!
The needles elicked ominously
I thank Jacob Mecks, but of Wi
iam goes to schonl hit not be Ja
cob's money what sends hin

Cliek® eliek!
Ye aint mad nor nothin'. Becky?
Ia tidnt mean no harm He
wish William was our'n
Wt ) aint!

b ealled then, and his wife got

Goowt by Peeky 328 shore to
con

3 loor was shut on the ecaller
with a bang

Mad, o) asked Jacoh as he

tucked the quilt abont his wife. and
the mmles trotted off into the gloom

A Mitle Don't matter | gained
my plint They're comin’ tomorrow
en | think the boy William will be sent
to school after Chris'mas  She'll send
him She'll git hetter clo's then them
tatters he's wearin', too Why. hit's
asnowin’'

Yes. pretty peart. Git up. Job'

The mules inecreased their speed

. - L - . . .

Well they went to Mrs. Mecks' to
dine and William ate so much he just
conldnt eat any more Then after
dinner. he and Mr. Meeks romped and
ate nuts and apples and popped corn
and langhed until Willlam's little face
took on a happy glow

As night drew on they sat near the
biz log fire. an® Mr Meeks told him
stories of his life among the Indians
and Willlam confided in the kindly
man that it was the very best time he

TEXAS CHRISTIAN

ever had In all his lfe even before
she died; they were poor, you know,
and said how he wished Mr. Meeks
was his uncle and Mis' Meeks his
aunt, ‘stead of—her

- - - - - - -

1 can not stop until 1 tell you, dear
boys and girls and older ehildren, that
the boy Willlam did have better
clothes, and was even sent to school,
learning rapidly, and that when Miss
Becky Smith laid aside her needles, to
knit no more, William was taken into
the Meeks' home and developed into
a happy. lovable young man That's
the way it should end, isn't it?

ANNIE LAURIE ALVIS

Holdensille, 1. T

L & ]
THE PRODIGAL'S RETURN.

A patient. weary-looking woman sat
in her lonely cottage, while a few ex-
piring sparks lingered on the hearth
Two children, a boy and a girl, were at
the height of innocent glee, uncon
scious of the sorrow that was tearing
at their mother's heart The snow
lay deep on the ground and the wind
moaned and sighed around the low
cottage. The woman, with bowed
head, was softly weeping. Her tears
were not for the little ones, sleeping
on the hillside bencath the soft carpe!
of snow_ for she knew they were safs
with Jesus in that land where snows
pever fall. But they were for her
noble son who had been her comfort
and stay since his father's death, Now
he was somewhere in strange lands
perhaps sieeping beneath the waves
She was thinking of Christmas nigh'«
of long ago. when they all gathered
around the cheerful fire and talked of
Santa Claus, while from the old-fash
foned mante!l was suspended little
stockings waiting the approach of
santa. who filled them with gifts. 0
God' " sighed the widow, “how can |
bear my burdens My noble boy is In
distant lands. perhaps sleeping be
neath the raging sea, where no kind
hand can scatter flowers over his
grave, and the little ones left me mus®
soon perish. for the last coal Is gons
and our provisions exhausted. 0 God
save my darling boy. and bring him
home to me The words burst al
most involuntarily from her lips. How
well she remembered one stormy
Christmas night, twelve years before
when her hushand was lost in  the
raging sea. And now his son follow
ing in his father's footsteps had turn
od to seek his tortune on the same
reckless waters five years ago [he
had never heard from him. and think-
ing perhaps he had perished she had
grown old and gray from sorrow

Teddle, weary with his play. sought
his mother's side to hear her repeat
the sad story she had told them so
often of how their father had perished
on the sea. Upon reaching his moth-
er's side he discovered that she was
weeping “Don’t cry, mamma dear
he saud bravely as he flung his arms
around her neck and pressed his rosy
cheek to hers. “Papa and brother
Willie are safe in heaven and God
will take care of us, and when we die
take us to live with them.'

Little Annie. who had been listening
to her brother. stole softly over to her
mother's chalr and whispered timidly

Mamma. less ask God to take care of
us and take us to see papa and brother
Willie

The mother gathered her Hitle ones
ir her arms and kneeled on the cold
floor before the dying fire that sad
(' hristmas night to pray to Him who
beareth the widows' ery and promised
to be a father to the orphan. Surely
it was a scene that angels witnessed
and He who never forgets his children
surely sent his agent to answer the
praver A« the mother prayed the

hildren joined in. and with sweet
earnest voloes prayed “Dear Jesus
take care of us and keep poor mamma
from being so sad and bring brother
Willie home to us. Amen’

A% they rose they were confronted
by a tall, handsome. stranger. He had
entered while they were praying. and
ey had not detected the sound of the
or as it softly swung open. The wom
. ood spell-bound, sazing upon the
stranger as though he were 3 spirit
As the young man saw how thin and
gray his mother had grown during his
absence he coul scarcely repress his
emotion. and his eves were suffused
with tear

Suddenly the mother uttered a3 wild
ery of joy. for whom should it be but
the dear wanderer who stood before
ber with snowflakes on his hair. He
threw his strong arms about her and
Kissed the withered lips.  “Mother
he sald lovingly, “1 have come in an
swer to your prayer. God has spared
vour boy and brought him home |
tont awayr to become a sallor.  but,
growing reckless, | turned to the land

{ gold. where | searched unti] | un-
carthed hidden wealth, and have re-
turned to care for and comfort you and
the little ones.

Teddie and Annile. who were cling
g to him. cried earnestly: “Mamma
I knew God wonld hear our prayers
andd bring hrother Willle home ™

Let us close the door of this humble
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The ordinary yellow soap may
do well enough for scrubbing
and for the coarser work in
the laundry,. but to get a clear
snowswhite in the linens and
muslins, to save the costly em-
broideries and the sheer and

delicate fabrics, to avoid the
unpleasant odor that is often
too perceptible in the towels
and bed linen, use Ivory Soap,
a pure soap made of only the
cleanest, best materials.

cottage. transformed by love into a
mansion. and leave the happy ltth
family gathered close together talking
of Christmas long ago
JENNIE SHUPTRINE
Tadmor Texas
L A

MAGIC IN THE NAME OF CHRIST.
MAS

Christmas time' That man must
be a misanthrope indeed in  whose
hreast something ke a jovial feeling
i not roused. In whose hreast some
thing ke a Jovial feeling is not roused,
in whose mind some pleasant associa
tions are not awakened by the recur

rence of Christmas. There seems a

magic in the very name of Christ
mas Petty jealonsies are forgotten
siovial feelings are awakened in hosoms
to which they have long bHeen
strangers. Kindly hearts that have
yearned toward each other. bt have
been withheld by false notions of
pride and self dignity are again re
united. and all i kindness and hener.
olence. Wonld that Christmas lasted
the whole year throngh' - Charles

™Moken
LA
THE CHILDREN'S LEGACY.

Christmas i the childron's legaey
Whatever there is of beanty and peace
and holiness In s holldays helongs
to them Never was such a romance
as that of the Christmas Babe - the
ehiid horn In 2 manger

“The principle of Christian sthics is
too great for thelr small minds. bt
they love the story of the habe among
the oxen. the star that came and stood
over Him, the wise men with thelr
presents of frankincense and myrrh
the shepherds who watched their
floeks by night singing their anthems
of jor' The simnlicity of It makes
all  childhood free and equal—who
would ask to he housed with greater
state than the Prince of Peogce*™
Exchang:

L A

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY.

The divinest of our holidars has
never seemed to me In ecltles what
was in the country, when the world
and | were young together It came b
the heart of the season of rest on th
farms. after the harvests and the seed
time of wheat and barley: after the
Eathering of the corn and the pam:
kins and the potatoes and the anples
after the fall of the lvaves spreading
A carpet for the frost and the ants ar
showered on the frosty leaves: wher
the harmows were full and frasrant
and the straw stacks and fodder rark:«
were arraved to shelter the carth
while they chewed the'lr ample store
of fooud: when the lordly turkeys strat
ted and gobhled In thelr pride and
plethora. nnconscfons of the festive
day of their destiny: when there wers
occasional hnskings, and the fAnders
of red cars of corn  were  privileged
people: when the snow fell and re
mained long on the gronnd: and the
brooks grew fey and ceased to hahhle
and the sleigh-hells tinkled In  the
night when the big fireplaces were
aglow early and late. the hacklos of
hickory. or of beech. or ash. or maple
lasting all day. and crumbling into
splendid coals at night

The winter is the farmer's recess
he does not need to drive himsel! 3¢
top speed: the time when he may read
newspapers and books by lamp light
plan the Improving changes of the
coming vear. go to hed every night
conscions that repose is fully earned
for all Anties of the day are done  In
the midst of this season of restfalnese
itself lugurions, and when yot ther
Is the alertness of vitality. and the
heart tender and Nfe is tonched
with

gentle philosophy. and there s peace
and plenty. benignity and tranquility,

wmes Christmas

Preparing for Christmas day is for
many days an occupation. The yvoung
gobbler that is to be honored by be
ing eaten at home i selected. and 's
an object of increasing Interest and
hulk as he goes on his glittering and
pompons way. The special pumpkin

a sphere of pure gold ~from which
the Christmas pie is to he evolved, is
chosen from the gorgeous heap by ex
perts in the signs of sweetness. The
pippins that are to he roasted are
chosen. The tors and other treasures
are ot forgotten. Everybody s re
membered and  gets  something nkee
There have been good grandmothers
and mothers and Jdaughters kaitting
and cutting and sewing. all the whil
the evening« haivo heeen growing long
er. and there are socks and mittens
and warm. homemade jackets it
may be blue feans or ‘mtternnt. Bach
gift has an added and inseparable and
priceless charm. becanse it is the
handiwork of one who loves and is be
loved

Preeminently is Christmas the ho!
ay of the home And the country
home has a holiness of its own.—Mu
rat Halstead

L A

OLD FOGY KNEW.
Experience Teaches Pecple.

“My parents considered coffer sim
ply a harmless heverage for old and
young. so when a mere haby | eom
menced to drink it and when | reach
«d womanhood fonnd myself trounbled
with nervonsncss. headache ard an ir
ritable temper and to obtaln rellef
I drank more and more coffee. thus
adding fuel 1o the B

I grew worse until lte was one bla!
night of pain My nerves were shat
tered. body wrecked with suffering
my stomach gave out and utterly re
fn I to digest 1he most simple foods
and fnally | lay for weeks starving
and longing for food hat anable to eat
nore than just enough to keep me
2 .
While in this state. my next door
neighbor hrought in a fragsrant cup
hat | supposed was some new grade
f coffee. and althongh 1| had suffered

terribly from its offects the temnta
thon was too strong to resist. and !
frank It with selish | noticed it had
A rich agrecable aste and | drank #t
nithont distress She repeated  the
kindness two or three mornings

hegan to congratulate myself that

was not coffes that hurt me after
all. 1 was assuring my friend of this
r day when she astonished me by
Aaving tha' | was not drind ing rofe.

hut a pure food Arink called Postun
Food Coffee made from novirishing
grain for hWwnilding ap the system and
nerves instead of tearing them downn

I then bhegan to drink Postam resgn
farly. and to get well slowly Wt sure
! Today | am a «trong. hearty wo
man: my nervous system s entirels

milt and with a reserve force of
trenet™ In time of need ! "“"7‘ we!
ind awake refreshed and fee! hright
for each dav's task. with no Indiges
tion or stomach trouhle and a ool
strone. active hraln ready for any
mental strain or toll There I8 o
foubt on earth that coffee nearly killed
me

A friend of mine was obliged to re
sign her position as schoo! teacher. be
canse of extreme nervonsress cgused
by coffee drinking. | induced her to
use Postum in place of coffee. and at
the end of four months she began
teaching again, her nervonsness gone
and fecling and looking ten years
vouneer: her sallow complexion hav
ing hecome g heautiful, healthy hloom ~
Name given by Postum Co. Ratt!
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The New Remedy For Catarrh is Very
Valuable.

A Grand Rapids gentleman who rep
resents a prominent manufacturing
concern and travels through central
and southern Michigan, relates the fol-
lowing regarding the new catarrh
cure. he says

“After suffering from catarrh of the
head, throat and stomach for several
years, | heard of Stuart’s Catarrh Tab
lets quite accidently and lke every
thing else | immediately bought a
package and was decidedly surprised
at the immediate relief it afforded me
and still more to find a complete cure
after several weeks' use,

\
\,
\

“1 have a little son who sings In a
boy's choir in one of our prominent
Churches. and he is greatly troubled
with hoarseness and throat weakness
and on my return home from a trip

I gave him a few of the tabiets one
Sunday morning when he had com
plained of hoarseness He was de-

lighted with their effect, removing all
huskiness in a few minutes and mak
ing the volee clear and strong

“As the tablets are very pleasant t«
the taste. | had no difenlty in per
suading him to use them regularly

“Our family physician told us thes
were an antiseptic preparation of un
doubted merit and that he himsel!f had
no hesitation in using and recommend
ing Stuart's Catarrh Tablets for any
form of catarrh

“1 have since met many publi
apeakers and professiona! singers whe
used them constantly A prominent
Detroit lawyer told me that Stuart's
Catarrh Tablets kept his throat in fine
shape during the most trying weather
and that he had long since discarded
the use of cheap lozenges and troches
on the adviee of his physician that
they contained so mueh tolun. potas)
and oflum as to render their use a
danger to health

Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets are large
';h-.-an' tasting lozenges composed of
catarrhal antisepties. like Red CGun

Rlood Ront. ete . and sold by drugeists
evervwhere at 50 cents for full treat
ment

They act upon the hood and mn

ne memhbhrane and their compesition
remarkable success has won the
approval W pheeicians
thonsands

as well as
f sufferers from nasal ea

tarrh. throat troubles and catarrh of
stomach

A ) hook on treatment of eca
tarrh mailed free hy addressine F. A

Stoart ¢ Marshall Mierh

NERRY LINDERMEYR & SONS,

PAPER Warshous

Se 8% Misart e Street
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Fistula, ¥
Migroc s Cure no Pay.
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rich blessing come down very ons
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worll'™ He could say w''h the Psalm
ist. “Thy gentleness hath made m
grea:’ (Ps 18:35 How many
preachers fall ar o point because
they are harsh, aust ungentle, un
sympathetic’
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are made of Lot ns imitate his trar
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T. Trust in God. This was the raling
passion of his life strong in death He
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that Africa conld and should bhe saved
His prayers are most simple. vet full
of pleading and trust. In a time of
a fight impendineg In
which he and Yis men won'ld have hoer

imminent danger

annihilated he praved: “To Thee O
God we 1o And O thon who wast
th Van 14 wrows for the sake of
poor. 1 ginners and Aidst not Ale

da‘n the thief's petition rems mher me
and Thy canee in Africa’ Soun! and
body my family and thy canse—| com

mit all 1o thee. Hear lLord for Jesus
sake'”
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CHRISTMAS AND DUTY.

The first Christmas message came
to the shepherds while they were on
futy, keeping watch over their flocks
If they had deserted the sheep that
iight., how great wonld have been
their loss. The best things always
ome to us in the path of duty He
who goes steadily on. doing the best

can in th ace where he s, lving
vith high motive and doing the unr
mant deed In (he romantic spirit, s
in the N of promotior in God's
world. -Selected

- - .-
The heart that is to be filled to the
brim with holy joy must be held still

Bowes

KINBALL'S

Pipe Org'ans

Are guaranteed five years  Touch
er than Plano Repetii on quicker
Only Expert Flpe Organ Ballder in
Tezns & od by us

Refrrence e Alvocale

H. T. McCALLON,

(Jemeral Agent.
309 Matn St., DALLAS, TEXAS.
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CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY
EXCURSIONS

"y

SOUTHEAST

Arkansas, N issouri

Hlinois Winconsin,

Ninnesota, lowa

Kansas, Nebraska

North and South Dakota,
And Colorado

ONE FARE
ROUND TRIP

Decomber 15 17, 20 22 2%and 26
THROUGH CARS

MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS
AND
KANSAS 1Ty

THE

TEXAS MIDLAND R.R.

Cheap Holiday Tickets
To ANl Points. % % %

Fu ' information as to dates of
sale., rates. route nections
etc., will be cheerfully furnished
on application to any Texas Mid.
land Ticket Agent, or the under.
signed

See that your ticket reads via

The Midland Route

F.B McRAY, Gen'I Frt & Pass. Agt
TERRELL, TEX AN

MINERAL WELLS, TEXAS,

THE HEALTH AND PLEASURE RE
SORT OF THE SOUTH

Reached via the

WEATHERFORD,
FMINERAL WELLS &
NORTHWESTERN
RAILWAY.

“THE MINERAL WELLS ROUTE"

Escursion round trlp nrm-
SiE SR pirLak S el

--rnon with the Tezas & Pactfic and
Santa Fe trains at Weatherford, Tesas

For any !nfermation address
et " . ek b

Weatherford, Texas

JOHN H. KIRBY, Prestdent. SAM T. SWINFORD. Gen. Sales Agent.

Kirby Lumber Co.

—HOU.T ON, TEXA

wehantte  PINE LUMBER ° ilun

@irite. twive or phone us.
We promise prompt and careful attention to any
order placed with us, no matter how large or small.

L2 Cypress Lumber @ Shingles

A Sewing Machine would make
a nice Christmas Present ‘€ ‘€

'8 a |

SOMETHING

NECW A

IN
SEWING MACHINE W00D WORK

" WITH ALL THE LATEST ATTACHMENTS.

'PI ABOVE ILLUSTRATES OUR NEW SWELL FRONT DROP

head furniture fitted to our ball bearing stand. The design of
this case is patented and controlied exclusively by the factory fur-
nishing this machine. It is furnished regularly in Oak or Walnut
finish, &t §23 S50. The front of the table is beautifully curved

the swell front pattern formed to correspond with the corners of the
table and made up of three thicknesses of wood with the grain
crossed, and bent to form, which makes them very light, yet strong.
The drawer cases where the drawers slide are ftted with raised
platforms, and the sides of each drawer are extended below
bottom of the drawer proper, thus forming guides which fit
to the case platform, and serve to guide the drawer so that it will
slide in and out readily. This construction insures the drawer
slways working freely and never binding or sticking, a very com-
mmﬂnﬂmmalw'ﬁhmm
construction. The technical finish is very high and the grain of
the wood is all carefully selected, and, as a result, the
appearance is extremely rich and pleasing. One year's subserip-
tion to the Tezas Christian Advocate and this fine machine for

=($23.50/&-

FULLY GUARANTEED. FREIGHT PREPAID.
Cash must accompany all orders. Address

TEXAS CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, Dallas, Texas.

REMEMBEEF, we still sell the old reliable machine that we have sold
for years, freight prepaid, for $22.00.
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