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it we recelve it with a great deal of
pleasure

Bishop Candler here read the letter
referred to, as follows:

UNITED STATES SENATE
Washington, D. .. April 5, 1082

Dear Bishop Candler: Replying to
your recent letter whereln you request
us to give our opinion relative to the
course which should be pursued by the
Methodist Episcopal Church. South, in
regard to the money which was paid,
under the Act of Congress “For the
Relief of the Book Agents of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South ™ ap-
proved March 11th, 1885 we beg to say:

We understand the inquiry to be
whether, in our opinion, the Church =
under any obligation to tender the re-
parment to the Government of the
U'nited States of the amount which was
the representatives of the
under that act We bhave no
on in saying that, in our opin
is no such obligation, and
that such tender of repayment is not
consideration of pro-

paid to

("harck
hesitar
on. there
required

by any

priety. We use the term, “‘repayment
to the Government of the United
States” advisedly, because there is no

way in which the money can be paid

to the Senate of the United States, as
has been sald by some persons It
was not received from the Senate of
the United States, nor can it be re-

turned to If returned at

1. It must be to the Treasury of the
U'nited States, and, when so returned,
it conld never again be pald out ex-
copt pursuant to an act of Congres
appropriating the same.

As is known to you, we were
members of the Senate in 1898

the Senate

each

of u=
at the time of the passage of
the bill appropriating this mones
From our personal familarity with
what occurred, and from the sub
sequent investigation made by the 3
ate and the resolution which wa
adopted by the Senate as the resalt
of such investigation we reach the
e lusion above  stated that the

under obligation either
to return

Church is not

of necessity or of propriety

the money pald under said act. From
onr personal knowledge of what o
{ at the time of the consideration

and the passage of the bill, we ar

«d to say that no Seaator who

wed in favor of the bill, thereafter

expressed  dissatisfaction because of

any act by the Church in securing its

passage. or becanse of any regret on

his part that the Church had received
the portion of the money which was
left after the payment of the commis-
sion which was complained of. The
dissatisfaction which found expres-
when the fact of the parment of
large commission became known
was not because the Church had re
vived a part of the money, but be
had not received all of the
money. There were expressions by
Senators to the effect that, if they had
known of the contract for the payment
of the large commission, they would

sion

the

cause it

not have voted for the bill. By this
they simply meant that they would
have required the bill to be so amended

as to secure to the Church the entire
ount appropriated, excepting only
vh an amount as they would
ler to be a proper fee for services
rendered.  This statement of our per-
sonal recollection is entirely borne out
by the report of the Committee of the
Senate, made after full examination
and unanimously approved by the Sea-
ate in the adoption of the resolution
which was subsequently recommended
by the committee, and which is herein-
after quoted. Without setting out in
full this report, with which you ar
familiar, we quote the following from
the same, clearly expressive of this
view omn the part of the Senate. On
pages 3 and 4 of the report, No. 1416,
55th Congress, second session, will be
found the following gquotations:

“If those denials of the existence of
a contract had not been made to the
Senate from a source which was en-
titled to entire credit. the bill would
not have been passed by the Senate,
unless it had been so amended as to
protect the beneficiaries from what
many Senators regard as & waste and
improper use of the fund by the pay-

con-

ment of an excessive and unreasonable
fee. Such an amendment was within
the power of the Senate, and one would
have been adopted in the nature of &
condition that the United States would
recognize and pay this claim, provided
that the fruits of it were to actually
g0 to the beneficiaries of the fund that
had suffered by the taking of the prop-
erty by the United States during the
war.”
- - - - - - - L

The Committes do not agree with
the contention that the Senate had no
right to inquire into the subject of
compensation for the corvices rendered
by their attorney to the Book Agents
The Senate passing upon the
question of a claim against the United

was

States made by trustees not for thelr
personal use, but for the benefit of
certain beneficiaries. and there was
the same jurisdiction and right to pro
tect the benefl larik from enceas]

charges and extortion that is constan
by the of the land
when cases are being tried which affect

Iy exercised courts

the estates of infants and trast funds

If there was any mistake or om!
sion on the part of the Senate, It was
in failing to protect the beneficiaries
against the Book Agents, Messrs, Bar
bee & Smith, whose duty it was to
guard their interests, and this would
have bheen done if Information that
properly belonged to them had not

been withheld
. - - - - - . -
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to they

it s made
my you
the United States
cial noties
honorable
While reaffirming the of
our claim, pasyment of which has been
sought for twenty-five years we insisi
that the Church cannot afford o a
cept it as a gratuity or on conditions
that reflect upon its honor. Inasmuch
therefore, as some Senators have af-
firmed on the floor of the Senate that
they were induced to support the claim
by misleading statements on the part
of the represettatives of the Church
statements, however, which did not af
fect the merits of our claim —~we here
by give this assurance: that if the
Senate, by affirmative action declares
that the passage of the bill was due
to such misleading statements, we will
take the proper steps to have the en
ti.e amount returned to the Govern
ment. ROBERT K. HARGROVE.
Secretary of the College of Bishops.
This letter was referred by the Sen
ate to the Committee on Claims, which
committee had made the investigation
and report from which extracts have
been hereinbefore quoted. That com-
mittee  after & full consideration of

fnstpness

the same, in conmnection with the in
vestigation previously made, reported
on the $th of January, 1888 the fol
lowing resolution to the Senate:
“Resolved, That the report of the
commitiee made July 8§ 1808 be ap-
proved, and that no cemsure should
rest upon the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, for the misstatements
and concealments of the Book Agent:
in connection with the passage of the
bill for the payment of the claim re
ferred to In the letter of the Bishops
now under consideration: that the in-
jury resulting therefrom affected onls
the beneficiaries of the fund and not

the United States. and the Seaats
should take no farther action in the
matter.”

After this resolution had been upon
the calepdar of the Senate for nearly
on the 21st of Feb
formally called for action
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