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EDITORIAL.

WESLEY'S ESTIMATE OF THE BOOK.

John Wesley was one of the finest
biblieal scholars of the age in which
he lived and wrought. By nature he
was possessed of a critical mind, and
by dint of persistent study he became
possessed of all of the means neces-
gary to make deep and diligent inguiry
inte the meaning of the Word of God.
He examined it textually, homiieti-
cally and spiritually. In addition to
this, he had the widest acquaintance
with the learned of all ages whose
investigations had opened up all
sources of knowledge touching this
subject, and as a preacher and ex-
pounder of the truths of the Bible
he was the equal of any of his coatem-
poraries. We seriously doubt if there
is any living preacher to-day superior
to Wesley as an interpreter of the
spirit and the letter of the Seriptures.
With all of his reading throughout
the domain of special and generai lit-
erature, he nevertheless made the
Bible the chief book of his daily siudy.
In his sermons we are almost amazed
at his familiarity with the texts of

Sacred Writ. There is scarcely a par-
pgraph in one of them that is
not made luminous wun an  apt

quotation of Seripture, in fact,
he almost preaches in Bible lan-
goage and phraseology. s it any
vonder, then, that such a man in-
augurated the greatest evangelical
movement of modern times? He knew
the will of God concerning mankind in
so far as that will is made known in
the Bible. Then, with a mind that
doubted no part of it, and with a heart
that was thoroughly consecrated, he
preached these truths with a spiritual
fervency and power that swept every-
thing before him. The question that
saggests itself in this connection is,
Have Methodist preachers outlived
the need of the same spirit and method
which gave to this great man his
abundant success? We hardly think
80, but many of us are strangers to the
earnestness of Wesley in his efforts to
understand the meaning of Scripture
and to proclaim it to dying men and
vwomen Therefore, as the foitlowers of
this great preacher of righteousness
and the legatees of all of his labors,
Jet us turn aside and study his estimate
of the Bible as our principal means of
success in saving men and building up
the kingdom of God in this world:

To candia, reasonable men. | am not
afraid to lay open what have been the
inmost thoughts of my heart. | have
thought, | am a creature of & day, pass-
ing through life as an arrow through
the air. | am a spirit come from God,
and returning to God: just hovering
over the great gulf; till a few moments
hence, | am no more seen'! | drop into
an unchangeable eternity! [ want to
know bne thing, the way to heaven;
how to land safe on that happy shore.

God himself has condescended to teach
the way; for this very end he came
from heaven. He hath written it down
hnhﬂ'm.dn-ethth::u:
any price, give me the book

1 have it: here is knowledge encugh
for me. Let me be homo unius libre
(a man of one book). Here then I am,
far from the busy ways of men. | sit
down alone: only God is here. In his
mln.lm‘ﬁbu;h
this end, to the way to heaven. Is
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of what 1 read?

pear dark or intricate? I lift up my
heart to the Father of lights. Lord. is
it not thy word, “If any man lack wis-
dom, let him ask of God?" Thou “giv-
est liberally and upbraidest not.” Thon
hast said, “If any be willing to do thy
will, he shall know.” 1 am willing to
do: let me know thy will. 1 then
search after. and consider parallel pas-
sages of Scripture, “comparing spirit-
ual things with spiritual.” | meditate
thereon, with all the attention and
ecarnestness of which my mind is capa-
ble. * * * And what | thus learn,
that | teach —John Wesley,

THE EVIL TENDENCY OF THE
BASEBALL CRAZE

The game of baseball used to be one
of recreation and wholesome entertain-
ment, but it has wonderfully degen-
erated in these latter days. So far as
our observation goes, its tendency is
hurtful to the morals of our young
people and fearfully demoralizing to
society. BEvery town has its organiza-
tion, and it pits its team against that
of some other town, and a match game
is the result. Frequently so much
money is offered for the contest, and
gate fees are thrown in as a stimulus.
The railroads give special inducements
and a great crowd is thus brought to-
gether. While the game is in prog-
ress, much betting Is carried on as to
which team will win. Men and boys
indulge in this promiscuously, and
through this medium a species of gam-
bling is indulged in before the public
gaze. Hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of dollars change hands as the
game proceeds. In this way the sin of
gambling is openly practiced, and
many young men and boys are led to
ruin unconsciously. They learn the
gambling mania on the basecball
grounds. In addition to this, the lead-
ing bar-rooms are the headquarters
ofttimes, of the baseball plavers and
their followers and friends. Thus
drinking is associated more or less
with the amusement. But the most
deplorable feature of the whole thing
is that the game has now taken charge
of our Christian Sabbath, and is pros-
tituting it to this vile use all over
Texas. Hundreds of people gather on
the afternoons of God's holy day and
indulge in hilarity upon these ocea-
sions. They pay money to get into
the ball grounds, they bet on the game
and they yell themselves hoarse over
a good strike or a successful run. And
be it said to their shame, there are
otherwise so-called good Church mem-
bers who regularly attend these de-
moralizing Sunday games, and pretend
to see no harm in them. Thus the
Church is made to sanction these out-
rageous Sunday violations. Such peo-
ple need to repent and renew their
Church vows, or the pastor ought to
sppoint a committee to wait upon
them with a view to better discipline.
It is our decided opinion that the game
of baseball played for money on Sun-
day, with a charge at the gate is a
violation of the Sunday law of the
State of Texas. Some one of our com-
munities where this is carried on
ought to have the moral courage to
test this matter in the courts. Then,
too, our preachers all over Texas ought
to ery aloud and spare not, else we will
have no Sunday directly. It can not
be questioned that the regularly com-
stituted baseball team is a bone fide

secular business, carried on exelusively
Ever:
member of it is paid a regular salary
and often the
ecual to one of our Supreme

for the money there is in
pitcher” is paid a salary

Judges
them so
Therefore, to play hase.

On Sunday the
much cash

ball on Sunday for a salary or

games net

for gate

fees is just as unlawful as to plant
corn or run a mercantile husiness regn
larly on the Sabbath. It ought not to
be allowed, and the

element of

so-called hetter
society is cowardly and
cringing to permit it to continue with-
The way it is carried
on would be an injury to public mor-
week day, but on Sunday it is

out a contest

als on o
utterly execrable and ought not o Iw
tolerated
friends of public
after this thing, or it will soon become
too large to handle,
—_—d—————

WORSE AND WORSE FOR THE
POOR NEGRO.

Last week we had oceasion tc eall

The Church people and the
morals nead to look

attention to the barbarous treatinent
of the negroes in New York City at
the hands of an infuriated meb
Nearly a hundred of them wers
vounded, and others were made to
leave their places of work and seek
safety from their angry pursuers It
was a veritable reign of terror fo
nearly a whole afternoon and night
and even the officers are sccused of
showing favor toward the members
of the mob to the injury of th: ne
groes. Yet so far our Northern ex
changes, except Zion's Herald, have
but little or nothing to say about the
riot Had it oceurred
they would have grown eloguent in
their abuse of Southern people for
permitting such outrages. Well, the
New York mob was bad enough. but
since that disgraceful outhreak an
other one took place last
Akron, Ohio, even worse than the ons
in our Northern metropolis. A negro
same character of of

down South

week at

committed the
fense for which Southern mobs imme
diateiv execnte black brotes, and a
mob was formed and the jail assauited
in search of him. But the oficers had
spirited the criminal awan This so0
incensed the angry multitundes that
they set fire to the City Hall
dynamite into the prison and blew the
property to atoms. They fired promis-
cuously, and a number of people wers
injured, two of whom have since died
The entire city
the inflamed mob for a whole night
and no such scenes have hardly ever

Tung

was at the mercy of

taken place in a civilized community
The Gov
ernor had to order out the State (voops
to quell the disorder. And it all arew
out of the attempt of the whites to
Iynch a negro. Yet those people. led
by the Northern press, have ever been
wont to look upon us as a lot of sav-
ages because mobs do the same things
down here that the mobs are doinz up
there' 1t is a strange ordering of fate
that has brought before those people
at this time the fact that they have
among them the same eolement of
mobocracy that is common to this sec.
tion when the provocation is such as
to call it forth. The mob is a bad
thing, but it is not peculiar to the
South. It is an institution very much

as disgraced this Ohio city
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ol charity over the fi
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only remaining

We are humiliated

Lility of expres ! v
a policeman wl

rrest hin !

policemar I ns

vas turned loos

than anvthing 1@
the South |}
and the civilizm
to be dyving whk
policemen
for the only reasm
dark colored

1L the sanme races as
killed the poli

The Pittsburg Ady ! "
ing an account of In i n ne
dined at St. Petershurg the ¢
of Russia, thus mora

Shortiy after this no
Dr. Talmage made i
several questions pertaining to Rus
sian policy and aft 5 | nne
appears to have warm«1 tl Doctor s
heart most wondrous for mter
anceg are highly sarprising Among
other things he savs There is as
much religions liberty in Russia as
there is in New York or Washingtom
We wonder what kind of food and
drink the royal host set before hi

witchery

guest Was ther not  som«

about the imperial viands Or was
the Czar's eve the hypnotic power that
that caused our fellow citiz 10 Sew
matters in so strange a ligh* Aften

all, our people will not feel called upon
10 revise their judgments on Russian
religions matters becanse Dr. Talmag:
has made this statement They all

}now the Doctor.
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TEXAS CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE.

brow and sword superbly calm, as all
opposing things slain with the Gor
gon."

This Perseus is Noble Right, this
Medura malignant  and  powerful
Wrong and the calm, eternal vietory
of the first is hlazoned in this bronze.
o that all may read. and reading press
harder their own battle to the final
trinmph.  And here is Fedi's “Rape of
Polyxona " the carrving away of a
voung girl against the sword of the
father, the pravers of the mother and
the frightened pleadings of the maid
It is a good group to study, to find ont
how god-like the devil may be and how
strong is hell when it homes in a hn-
man will, The Rapist is a magnificent
man, with the beauty of Apollo and
the strength of Herenles, and at his
feet he has lald with one blow the
fAghting father, and now with one arm
he holds aloft the captured girl, and
with the other lifts his battle-sword
to strike the clinging. pleading mother
at his knee, while on his face is set
an awful look that seems to say, “Not
tove himsolif, nor any god, may thwart
me.  Innocence, love, purity, sacrifice,
shall be as nothing beneath my con-
«nering heel No finer delineation of
the almost omnipotent foree of a hu-
wan will have | seen

Concerning that miilinery market of
which | wrote a moment ago. | want
to explain. Evervthing is sold in mar-
Fets, open booths and stands, such as
in America are used for froits and
vegetahles It seems strange to talk

wonrt going to market to buy a sait
of clothes or an Easter bonnet, but
that's what the Italians do. | saw a
voung fellow trying on some clothes
he was bargaining for at a market
stand A very heterogeneons conglom
eration i to he had at some of the

s I have seenn enough o mak
me believe the gentleman who said he

w at French stand lobhsters, egg
o= hoe- e ot all on the

' stand. Eversthing in the way of
manutactured articles i= very cheap

the reason lwing that labor is to be
el at from five to fifty dollars a vear
Of conrse we went to the Cathedral
Florenee, called “the Puomo,”” o
Santa Maria d¢! Fiore
Hore it was that Savonarola had that
preaching mateh™ that Bishop Hap
good has made famons in his “Monk
i Prinee It is a magnificont strw
ture, whose dome, 352 feet high, was
the model of Michae!l Angelo when
planned St Peter's st Rome
When | started 1o pass ont my eye
waus caunght by the blooming of a glo-
rious rose-window on the facade wall
Fhe evening sun was dashing its red
pray against the glowing glass and
wwhing into transiucent  loveliness
he orange and green, the purple and
gold of the wreaths and inter-wreaths
that formed its burning petals. | was
reminded of Hawthorne's remark It
1 pity that any one shounld die with-
ont seeing the sunlight fall through
tn NMalian painted  window And
then. more wondrouns still when | eame
nearer. hehold in the midst of the win
low, as if in the heart of a rose, was
the Christ. and | saw that what at a
distance was only an involution of
rubricate lines was the drawing of Jesus
in eolestial colors So alwaes, in every
beanty, God may be fonnd when we
draw nearer. and lines that are in-
ved give a clear picture at last
But the Church of Santa Croce, be-
mmse of the splendid dust that Hes in
it vanlts, holds more interest than
ny other in Florence
Fhe solemn dimness of the nterior
¢« echoing footfalls that <ound hol
fow as the steps of sandaled ghosts as
walk between the cold and silent
pillars. maks a it setting and masie
for the grand tomhbs of grander men
vho sleep within these wall

he Church of

1

In Santa Croce’'s holy precinets lie
Ashes which make it holier, dust
which is
Fven in itself, an Immortaiis
Fhough there were noching save the
past. and this
Fhe particle of those sublimities
Which have relapsed to chaos: here
repose
Angelo's Alfieri's hones. and lies
he starry Galilvo, with his woes;
Here Michiavelli's earth returned to
whenee it rose

While 1 am no hero-worshiper. vet
I must confess that when | stood by
the dust of these illustrions men my
heart swelled and my brain throbbed
tiahilea* Michael Angelo’ Dante’
Names to conjure with and eall up all
that i= great in science, painting and
poetrs ' It seemed hardly possible to
me that men whose names to my school
hoy ear were an awe and a regal
grandenr to hear. had lived and walked
in the very place where | was walking,
and that hefore me lay the dust that
once held incarnate their immortal
fires.

Dante’s monument is here, though his

body lies at Ravenna, being buried in
a distant place by request of the poet,
who harbored no love in his heart for
a eity that had persecuted and mal-
treated him. But Time rights meny
wrongs, and gives regal robes to many
that perished in rags. Now on the
poet's tomb regal Italy stands and
proudly points to her gifted son, while
Poetry leans upon his bier and weeps,
as a mother wonld weep for her eldest
horn

On Machiavelli's tomb, in Latin is
this inseription: “For so great a name
no enlogy is needed.” That was a vain
lie, for even our ignorant guide, com-
menting on the tomb, made a cross
roads at an angle of 9 degrees with
his hands. and sald: “Justice goes this
way, Machiavelli that That name
so prondly eunlogized with lack of eu-
logy. is a svnonym for trickery and
sharp rascality. So History, with eqasl
voice, at last makes her true proclama-
tion be the door of great and small,

The tomb of Michae! Angelo Buonn-
rotti i= an allegory in marble, repre
senting Seulpture, Architecture and
Painting as mourners over his sar
cophagus. Angelo needed no monn-
ment, however, for almost every bean
titul building and exquisite senlpture
in all this region was designed by him,
or restored by him, eor “earvd
by his pupils.” Mark Twain has
it that the Florentines believe that
the Creator made the universe accord
ing to plans furnished by Michael An-
gelo. But, without any extravagance
we can give very great honor to so ver-
satile and wonderful a genius. He was
a painter, sculptor, architect. civil and
military engineer and poet. and was
like a full-handed god in all these tal
ents, showering the stars of his genins
slong the shining track of his noble
and immortal work In this churh
Roman Catholicism has unwittingly
given a graphic picture of her methods
of conversion and teaching. The church
was originally frescoed, bt in the sy
enteenth century the priests whits
washed it —covering ap the warm »2ud
living glories of Grotto’'s magnificent
paintings

In the same century an altar was
built over a fine stained glass window,
completely  covering up its richness,
and with dull brick and mortar shut-
ting out the light So Rome covers up
the warm and living colors of whao!
some, happy and pure life with the
whitewash of her vain doctrines of
asceticism, celibacy, penance, ete,, and
shuts out the light of God with the dull
bricks of fostered ignorance and the
clinging mortar of opague superstition

Speaking of Rome reminds me of a
serviee 1| saw  performed in the
Duomo.” About sixty priests  and
acolytes came in to perform mass ol
some other ceremonial. They were an
excecdingly slovenly-looking ontfit and
langhing and talking they slonched and
stumbled to their places and began
with the strangest-sounding chant |
ever heard. The chapel was immedi.
ately beneath the vast dome. and evory
sound was multinlied in echoes and
reverberations a hundred fold  For
once it made no difference what lan
guage the serviee was in, as the neiee
of a thousand bee-hives was all *hat
was distingnishabh For weirdnes: it
reminded me of a thousand negroes
chanting and moaning around an open
grave. As for religion in it there was
hardly a pretense, ftor each priest
when he looked at  anothe could
scarcely forbear a wink

The UMizi Art Gallers and the Pt
Pulace contaln  some  incomparsble
treasures of heanty, and it caskets are
these builidings for holding the rarost
gemsof the Muses. When | saw the Pl
Palace, with marble as its commonest
stone, and jasper and gold and Lo
lazuli and alabaster for its  decorn
tiome; when | stood in one of i's
rooms, the Hall of THad, and sow the
marble doorwavs of purple stone, with
doors of green and gold, the mosale
floor of rich brown and maroon, an'
the fresh splendors of its ceiling, cut
in marble, molded in gold and tinto |
with morning colors, | understood the
feclings of a Prince who died within
its gates. “You will soon be in heay
en,” sald the consoling priest. “That
is all very well” answered the dying
Prince, “but as far a= | am concerncd
I would as soon stay in the Pitti Pal-
ace'” The UMzi Gallery and the Pitt
Palace are connected by a long corri-
dor. so we shall speak of them as one
In this place 1| was introduced to an
illustrious  lady I had heard her
beauty sung so extravagantly that |
confess that | was disappointed when
1 met her and found her rather jaun-
deed with time and somewhat de-
caved. Considering however, her
years. she held her age better
than most women would. She was
three thousand vears old, and her
name was Miss Venus de Medicl
In all seriousness, she was not beanti-
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ful to me. Her face had about as much
exnression as a clothes dummy'’s, and
her “freshness” so descanted on by
some critics. was not visible to me.
Some compare this most eelebrated
statue to a spring rose, ete, but there
was not an impression of freshness or
beauty in it to me.

In the same Tribune there are sev.
eral other very famous senlptures

the Dancing Faun™ | liked very well
I was already acquainted with him. |
had often met him on board a Missis
sippi River steamboat in the form of o
‘nigeger  roustabont” or  deck-hand
dancing a “coon Jine” and having the
rolickingest time possible. For grace
and abandon of strong gayvety and
horse-frolicsomeness | have never seen
either the “dancing faun” or the “coon
Jining nigger” surpassed

“The Wrestlers.,” a gronp where one
of the contestants has the other down,
but vainly strives to press his shoulder
to the earth, gave me a strong impres-
stion of a man that is down, but will
net “down” completely.

I can only mention several of the
dozens of great pictures and statues
here leonardo Da Vinel's “"Head of
Medusa®™ is horribly fascinating. Th
head is painted at the moment of its
severance from the bods It still al-
most leaps with life, and vet contorts
in death The breath is just escaping
from the gasping lips. and the life is
still intelligent in the agonized eves,
but the serpents writhe with undying
Hie and twist their convolutions ronnd
and round, striking their poisoned
fangs into all that is near

In the Hall of the Slave i 2 "Cuin
senlptured by Dupre Al expression
of hunted horror Is on the statne’s
facre, while an uplifted arm is held
above his forvhead as if to shield him
selfe from some descending and dread
ful doom he drawn brow, the eves
with deep lines of agony at their eon
ners, the pinched nose, the month open
as if the panting breath was drawn
hissing through the bloodless lips, the
expandad chest and sharply contracted
thdomen, tell in bronze, as if in blood
that conscience and the sou!l itself hold
for the guilty horrors that hell ean
not match with tarious flame and the
seared writhing of tortured flesh. Near
by s Abel—dead in his blood —the gash
of murder on his brow, bt a look of
heavenly peace upon his calm paie
faes No murderer’s gashing dagger
could let ont for him the eternal
heasen that lay invulnerable within
his soul

HUBERT D. KNICKERBOCKER

— -

REPLY TO THE GUESTION OF REV. JNO. W
BARCUS.  SMALL Wr Mivipe?

Inansrticls on division Bro. Jno. M.
Parcus  says eoncerning the Vernon
Prstriet rosoant "

I he resolntion vferred to suggest
two reasons for demanding division,
vis

|

Methodism has greatly prospered
in the Northwest

2. Future progress in that section
lergely depends on aivision

Fhe first of these propositions is a
fuet the second s a mere oplatlon
which, Judging the future by the past,
I not a fuect If Methodism in the
Northwest has prospered during the
past fifteen years without conferepes
division, of what hypothesis is it pro-
posed to prove that it will not prosper
during the next fifteen years?

It is an accepted principie in practi-
cal Methodism that excessive concen
tiation is pot conducive 1o progress.
Therefore, as long as Methodism con-
tinnes to grow, the work of subdivis.on
must go steadily on. | pon this prine
ple our clrenits and stations are divid-
ed, and even our indivisible General
Conference vields to this fixed law, by
so regulating s membership as not
1O increase s size to unwieldy propor-
tions.  In all other subdivisions of our
Church growing Methodism reaches a
point where development demands di
viston: why should an Annual Confer-
eree be an exception to the rale?

Fo aceept it as a maxim, “Where
there is development there should be
ne division,” which is the logic of the
position taken, wonld be to arrest di-
vision entirely. for only development
Justifies it

The position is taken that the new
cenference conld not improve upon the
present management of affairs

The call for a division ix not a eriti-
cism on the leadership of our confer-
enee

It must be seen by all that for the
new conference to attain the point of
exeellence reached by the Northwest
Texas Conference her ability will be
taxed to the utmost. Nothing is to be
hoped for except a2 more thorongh
krowledge of the field growing out of
immediate contact with it

Concerning the “long distance’ ob-
jection. by assuming that the preach-
ers would go via Fort Worth, he shows
that there would be no advantage in
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Superlative nonsense is not preach-
ing.

-

Green fuit is not nutritiens food for
Christ's fock.

-

If vou have but little to <ayv, it is not
wise to be too long at it

-

Hungry people find no satisfaction

in their effort to eat dry husks
-

The preacher who finds himself
short on texts is not a close student
of the Bible

-

When people fail to get nonrishment
onut of the Sunday sermon it is not al-
wavs their fault

-

A praying people. free from the hab-
it of captious criticism, help to make
a good spiritnal sermon

-

When vou meet a2 person who kpows
too much, it is well to open one car to
hear what he savs. and then open the
other to let it all pass ont

-

The safest way to preserve the in
tegrity of a seceret ig to shut it up in
onr own heart and never mention it
to o human being as yon pass along

.

Fhe wise Christian will do unto all
men a5 he would have them do unto
him. but he will be careful not to take
too many of them into his sacred con
felene

.*...._

No minister can assume to himself

the right to show favoritism toward

any member of his congregation. Tt

matters not how rich or how poor,
how beantitul and attractive or how
nely and unprepossessing any of them

v be. he is the pastor of them all,
and it is his duty to show the same
interest in one as in another in his
pastoral attention It he visits one
or two or a half dozen families more
than others, or if he shows a fondness
tor a few to the apparent neglect of
many. he i= Hable to be charged with
partiniity and diserimination. Just at
this point is found the necessity for
the exereise of consecrated common
sense and broad judgment. True, he
may have down in his own heart his
likes and his diglikes, bnt the very
imoment these become apparent, bicker
ng and fanlt-finding are sure to fol-
how Some ovil and jealous eyve will
hegin to pry into his movements, and
by and by whisperings will be heard
immd the usefulness of the minister is
at an end in that charge. It is there-
fore inenmbent upon the pastor to
have the careful oversight of all of his
people. but not show too much par-
tinlity to any one of them, or any set
of them. The preacher who serapm-
lonsly observes this rule is upon the
safe gide of all questions of moral con-
duct and spiritual efficiency

SNV —
COLLIS P. HUNTINGTON.

We are indebted to Mr. 8 F. B
Morse the wide-awake Passenger Traf-
fic Manager of the Sunset Route, for
a copy of an interesting booklet on the
life and character of the late Collis P.
Huntington. The pamphlet was pre-
pared by George E. Miles hefore the
death of Mr Huntington, and is a de-
served tribute to one of the most sue-
essful business men of this Republic.
It takes up the story of his life from
the time he was a noor hoy, without
edneation or money, and ‘llows it
through to the time when he was a
multi-millionaire controlling more
railways and ship transportation com-
panies than any one man in the world
His stwcess shows what industry. per-
“istence and strong personality can
accomplish during an ordinary life-
time. It also shows the possibilities
held ot to the American vouth to
Arive to he something in the great

- R S
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movements of the world.  The fact is,
Mr. Huntington's life, as thus depicted,
reads like a thrilling romance. Mr.
Morse has performed a stroke of en-
terprise in bringing out this book for
Mstribution. It gives an insight into
the character of a man of whom we
have heard much, but the details of
whose hfe we have but partially un-
derstoodd  The production is beanti-
fully iMlustrated, and contains a variety
of matter of great interest to the gen-
eral reader. partienlarly as the subject
of it passed away about the time it was
finished

—io-

TEXAS PERSONALS.

Rev. H. A Bourland, D D, was in
the city on business the past week and
cheered this office with a visit

-

Rev. Wm. Monk, who Las been
spending o season in Missiscppi. ha
returned to Texas, and is now living
1t Iredell. Bosque County

.

CHE and Emerson, of MeKinney,
who raise fine Barred Plvmonuth Rocks,
have recently hrought ns uader obli-
gation to them by special favors in
their line

-

In 2 note from Rev. E | Arm-
sirong he says You ean say to all
me friends that | am gradaally  de-
clining in strength. At times | endure
torturing pains I still trust in the
| romises

B

Rev. Z V. Liles. of Allen, aided Ly
Rev. D J Martin, closed an interest
ing serviee of severnl dayvs at  that
roint.  The Allen Advocate speaks in
high terms of the preaching of these
two ministers during the resvival ser
\h "

.

Rev. Charles Dennis and his venera
hle father, of Farmers Branch were in
the eity Tuesday and refreched the
Vdvocate with a vsit Bro Denanic
senior. has heen a subseriber to this
paper for a quarter of a centary and
upwards

:

Brother G H Chenaultfi a2 worthy
lavman. near Forney, made the Ad-
voente a pleasant visit the other day
He is a2 Tennesseean nsnd has two
Lrothers who are efficient moembers of
the Tennessee Conference He comes
of a genvine Methodist family. .

.

Professor 8 V. Wall, of the Honey
Grove Academy,. spent severa! davs in
the city last week and did vot forget
this office.  He makes good report of
the prospect of this school. and he is
looking for the best openinz he has
et experienced. He is a zood can-
vasser as well as a good teacher

$

Rev. €. 0O Jones, the evangelist. is
aiding Brother Spurlock in a great
mecting at Duncanvilie. He was tem-
porarily called to Sherman on the an-
nouncement of the death of Lis hroth.
er-in-law. 1. E Wages, hut returned
after the funeral services to the meet.
‘ng. Bro. Jones is an carnest and ef-
fectual preacher.

.

Rev. J P Lowry of Garland, was
in the city the other day on his way
home from helping Brother  Little,
2t College Mound in an interesting
meeting. He says that the Church in
Garland is in good shape. They are
spending 700 in improvements on
their edifice. and when through it will
be in excellent condition.

.

Prof. C. C. Cody, of the Southwest .
¢ern University, has  been ia Cornell
Pniversity brushing up on special mat-
ters during the sammer At Ithiea,
N. Y., Mrs Cody joined him and thes
made a visit to Canada and other
points of interest. They are now ar
home and ready for the opening of the
fal! term of our great s hoo!

K

The publisher of the Advooate and
Unele Buek are now in Galveston for
a httle rest spell They will enjov
the wild waves in  looking after the
fehing sport and have a gocd  time
generally. No man can  excel Unele
Buek on an expedition of this  sort
When he gets a whiff of live fish he
renews his yvouth and no one  would
take him for an old man

.

We were more than deiighted to
weet in this office Brother William
Malone, who resides near Garland He
rame to this city last week : nd made
ue the welcome though unexpected
visit. The last time we met cas thirtr
vears ago near Cleveland Tennessee

We were students at school, hut sinee
then our paths have diverged and this
# the first time we have looked into
each other's faces. We talked of the
days long gone and had sweet com-
munion.
B

Rev. Hubert Y. Knickerbocker, of
Weatherford. has returned from his
long European trip sound and well
and he is now hard at work with his
rastorate.  His jetters in the Advoeate
hove heen the most interesting letters
of travel that have fallen ander our
ehsery 1tiom Those who Lave read
after him have almost had the advan-
tage of a trip to the several places
he visited

Our old friend Rev. W K. Homan,
editor of the Christian Courler. has
tendered  his  resignation and  will
move from this ity to Colorado City
and enter the practice of law. Dr. Ho-
man will be a loss to the tripod of
Texas For a number of vears he has
been a tower of strength in his advo-
cary of ail moral gquestions We re-
gret his retirement, hut hope for him
the largest snceess in his new field

We are distressed at the informa
tion reeeived of the death of 1 E
Wages, son of Rev., J R Wages, of
the Sherman Hstrict Fhe death was
cansed by a rallway accident at
Hlearne, on the Texas Central.  This
worthy young man was in the emplov
of this road at the time of his death
The svmpathies of the entire North
Texas Conference will go ont 10 Broth
et and Sister Wages in this. their hour
of great bereaveoment

il
LITERARY NOTES.
s 1t R tember Review of teviews
wil ' ) moprehensive treatment
f 1 ir vt “n ) 13 with particn-
lar refere: to Mr. B n'« Indianapolis
speech. The editor's review of Mr. Bry-
s Philippine propositions will be read
with interest. alike by the adherents and
the onponent f the Democratic candl-
faate porticy
.

September I the most popular month
for camping excur ne, Iw use It com-

fishing with
the first n» t {f deer hunting In most

f the greatl preserves It = therefore
P oprt that th foptember number
f Scrithnor bould have an outdoor fla-
r to mar f it redcd ind that the
| tatl ' 1 gxvst sport and ad
te i mar : f-the-way places
.

Knowledg f 1 Bible will refine, en-
larg md o« ite the wilary of any
one, and the girl whoe stode her Bible
Infly and reads Shakespeare, 8cott, Ma-
caulay and Ruskin will b bettor talker

tha she who Hmits her reading to the
daily newspaper th latest agreeable
bk 1Yo Ket Thackerny Willtam
Black, Blackmore, Barrie, Crockett, Mrs
Oltphant and George Blot aie all helptal
to 2t} ¢ wh wonkd be good, bright., va-

ried and entertaining talkers, because in
all these anuthor you mtinually find
whe desome thoughts expressed in forceful

vl stres anglish 1 pit by bit you
reciive of the wealth those masters of
Euglish have so carcfully bhestowed upon
their work September iadies Home
Journal

.

Lothrop Publishing Company have in
press for immediate b : timely and
un-to-date histort keteh of China by
Hon. Rounsevelle Wikiman, Consul Gen-
eral of the United Sia t Hong Kong
Consul Wikdman has been at work on the
Keteh during the past year, and con-
Clhudled 1t Just at the outbrvak of the
Boxer trouule No othe ) 1 work on
China 1= Just what this ook is-an his-
totical sketed { the Empire and Its -
e from ecarbest thmw o the present
Ry T Bive the |} kK o uniaue in-
et st T th ie value, for It Is
Writien from the tandpoint f a modern
Amrtioan, w « not only In touch with
China and s problem, but is an earnest
advecate of Chinn progress toward that

civilization which she &= pow sceking to
retard The book = entitled “China's
tpen Door

L

edition of Marte Corelll’'s
which 1= o be pun-
Hehed about the end of August. amounts
to 10 coples for America and Eng-
land
Marie Corelll = now sald to be the
most success<ful English novelist
Dodd, Mead & Co. announce a work
on “The Chinese Problem by Ches-
ter Holcombe, author of “The Real China-
man Mr. Holcombe was connected

with the United States Legation at Pe-
kin, China. a« interpreter and secretary
and i other tpacities, from 1571 to IS8G;
and since tha time he has been con-
cerned with extensive commercial and
Bnancial questions in that country In
hix new book he deals with the peculiar
character and conditions of the Chinese
which have produced the present upris-
ing These people are devoted to all
sorts of secret socteties for social, politi-
cal, philanthropd and other purposes,
and every uprising or disturbance in mod-
ern Uhina has been brought about by
such an organization “ar Holcombe
thinks that the Chinese are quiet and
ordetly s+ a rule, yet given to perfect cy-
clones of unexplainable excttement. when
they are wild with frenzsy and know
nefther reason nor fear
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A BAD DIVORCE CASE

We refer to the attempt to put asun-
der the two doctrines of unconditional
final perscveiance and predestination
It is quite 2 modern suit in the theo
logical court Old-fashioned Calvin-
iIsm pronounced that the twain were
one Somchow the semi-Calvinism of
these davs does not properiy regard
logic as applied to these doctrines. Lot
it be understood. however. that 1 do
not regard these as vital doctrines. 1
shall not retaliate upon the position
some one advanied in a certain
pamphiet. e holds that to refuse the
theory that every converted person
wili certainly persever: unto the end
is itself an evidence of L ing in an un-
saved state. 1 only maintain that it
is not such «videnes nd desire to ex-
amine the « tion on i1« merits. hold-
ing at the same ! that the very best
of Christians may differ from me

My first jroposition is that a Chris-
tian mayx sin I'o deny this would be
Antinomianism. If *he sets which so
many profoasors of religion commit at
times are not sins, then for them there
is no mor | distinction. The absurd
idea that the flesh may sin, while the
soul is reposing beneath the protecting
wings of divine favor dishonors the
moral character of God. But many
Christians bold that they sin every
day, have slways done so and expect
to continue sinning while they live on
earth.

Second proposition: If a Christian
sins, “gets cold.” ete . he must repent
in order to Yorgiveness. In other words,
he is in a 'ost condition if he remains
impenitent John savs Whosoever
hateth his brother is a murderer, and
ye know that no murderer hath eter
na! life abiding in him™ (I Jno. 3:15)
Now, if a Christian gets wold enough
to hate his brother, he is lost. David
had to repent.  Peter repented bitterly
Solomon had to repent. if he was ever
forgiven

Now | ask: 1. Will the backslider al-
wayrs repent hefore he dies? 2 i1 so
.h“ Wil it be said that bhecause of
God's graue he will repent? Then
what sort of grace is it resistible or
frresistible’ To put it another way
Will it be by the ordinary grace of
God. such ns is used on all mon, or
will it he Y that extraordinary process
by which God is s2id to make his peo-
ple willing in the day of his power?
If it is resistible grace, then the back-
slider who has already resisted God's
help and hus chosen evii, may con-
tinne to do so. especially as the mo-
mentum of his sins is constantly in-
creasing * Would he not. or conld
he not, repeat without this irresistible
grace” 4. Why will God thus infallibly
move him to repentance? Several rea-
sons mav tere be given. We will ex-
amine some of them a little later. One
will suffice for the present. viz.: “He
has promised.” 5 Why did the Lord
promise to wmfallibly bring every back-
slider back to the fold? Was it for
anvthing good in him before. during
or after his religious experience? Or
was it for reasons wholly ountside of
himself and wholly in the mind of
Jehovah”® ¢. 1 ask reverently, has the
Almighty the right and the power to
make and fulfill snch a promise® If
so0. then it is for reasons wholly within
his own mind that God may irresisti-
bly draw certain ones.  If the will of a
backslider ‘s treated differently than
the will of one who was never convert-
ed. then the Divine Sovereignty has a
prerogative w hich is not acknowledged
or ean pot be applied until after con-

TEXAR CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE.

version. Moreover, how is anvbody
ever converted? If a backslider needs
irresistible grace, then any sinner
needs it unless perchance the ordinary
sinner is an easier subhject to work on
Possibly he has more predilections to
ward ¢ternal life, or he is pot so con-
trary and bitter: mavbe he is more
reasonable, or has a more tender heart
But, again. it is said that it would be
very dangerous to suspend the Chris-
tian's salvation wupon his own frail
faith and love And vet this semid
Calvinism would suspend the sinnper's
salvation upon his own frail faith and
love. If personal love and faith do not
make a chord of sunfficient strength to
bind the one who has been converted
how could it ever draw the one who
was never converted? It wonld seem
to be at least as easy to hold the Chris
tinn as to draw the sinner But we
have asked il God had the right and
the power to infallibly draw a certain
class of people to repentance and sal
vation. If he has, then we have pre
destinarianism

We will now notice some other argu
ments for anconditional final perses
ance

1 The perfections of God
His love But Jude says, verse 31
l\.,[; vourselves in the love of God
oes not 1) Lord love all men Rut
t 18 said This is a pecnliar loy "
the god!s And who are the godly
The God-liks those wnl ire like God
But the backslider is very anlike Go
He rould not ciaim a promise to the
godly (2) “Faithfulne to his pe

ple not foonded upon their merit, bat
upon his own will and goodness His
faithfulr <« to anvhody i founded on
his own will and goodnese. hut he savs
| Sam. 2:30 “"Him that honoreth me, |
will hono But the backslider does
I wor ! I hers & no merit in
believing, 't God has made t}
mple condition of receiving unde
served favon Bnt it mav be said
he will canse the hackslider to b

Heve If he can alwavs do that, why
can’'t he eanse all men to helieve? ()
Wisdom is epother perfection adduced
He is said to remoy bstacles and
lead in the wisest path. Even so: bt
he does thiz by his Spirit. Now_ Chrt

tians are eahorted to grieve not the

Spirit. and guench not the Spirit S0
it appears that the wisdom—yea, all
the attrinbtes of Deity--may be thwart
el in their bepevolent designs n

Power of God No power can sep

arate us from the love of God H
is able to keep that whik h I have om
mitted unto him | answer, if God's
power & sufficient ¢ 1) 10 OVereoms
the will of man or to save him without

his eo-operation. what doth hinder him
i am remind-

from saving evervbod

ed here ot backwoods argument. [t
i this he Christinn whose life is
hid with Christ in God is like a keg
inside of ecrrel and the varrel inside
of & hogshead., The barrel represents
Jesus Chri ind the hogshead God's
kKingdom Now in order to get the
keg out. vou must unhead the barrel
nd the hogshead That is. it is neces-
sary to k up the kingdom of God

nd overcome Jesus Christ ,\'"\\ I ask
how on earth willi vou ever ¢! an
other keg nside without taking the
heads out of the hogshead and barrel
or how will another sinner ever be
converted and be gotten ins fe of God's
kingdom withont destroving said king

dom?
2 “The unity of Christ with believers
his deat} iy tereession and promises

These are <ot forth as infallible pledges
of their tinal salvation. And (1) “Uni
ty In the parable of the vine, it ap-
pears possible to destroy anion b
h and the vine., Union
lez on the part of the

tween the hrane
with Christ incl

believer. lo But the Scripture sayvs
the love of many shall wax cold
I nion incindes holiness The back

slider has ceased to be holy Hatred
of sin is another part of this union
One mavy learn to tolerate sin Hy¢
may “first endure, then pity, then em-
brace” it It is even said that we,
having the nature of Christ, are so
much a part of him that if we are lost
it would be a part of Divinity suffer
ing. This is as andacions as the spes
of the tempier to Eve that she would
become as Uod if she sinned—i. .. in-
dependent ot the laws of her Lord
When we sin and remain impenitent
we lose the divine nature. We are not
Pantheists. certainly We believe one
mav be a ¢hiid of God, but not a part
of God. It is said that the doz may
return to his vomit and the sow that
was washed to her wallowing in the
mire. but that a sheep will not wallow
in the mire. Then the intimation is
that a figurative sheep can never he-
rome n figurative hog. If that be true
then it follows that a fisurative hog
which is simniy a degraded sinner. can
wever become a figurative sheep
which is simply a Christian. If a hog

h

may become 2 sheep. then a sheep may
become a2 hog. Beware of the doetrine
of the two-seeders. (2) “But he died
for us.” John savs He is the propi
tiation for onr sins. and not for ours
only, but for the sins of the whole'

world So he died for some who ar
not por ever will be saved Panl savs
Rom. 1415 “Destroy not him with thy
meat for whom Christ died \.:.!.!:
in 1T Cor. £:11 And through ths

knowiedge cball the weak brother per

ish for whom Christ died Paul then
=ave that a brother—i. »  a Christian
mayv perish Who sat he can not®
t3) "He intereedes for And how
merateful ot o anpnresiate . He
praved that Peter's faith fail » bt
it did fail He intercedes for ti
weak brothers to whom Pan —
and vet Panl s « they me perish
He intercedid m ) P 2 forr :
slavers and t 1) } ' "
to be lost iy ' f He praved for
his apost t | Isn insisted that
th ' '
' ’ ) i i »
Weo have not ) o
] '
“ ]
' } ' tere
“\ "
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' th
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. '
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