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PROPOSED DIVISION OF THE NORTHWEST
TEVAS CONFERENCE.
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ble expenditure of her strength all the
territory in which she has had a provi-
dentinl mission. To this end, as the
columns  have advanced to win con
ciests for our Lord, she has focalized
her efforts by such divigion of elrenits,
tations, districts and conferences as
the growing interests have demanded
Fo onr view, the proposed division is
pertfect harmony with this aggres
connectional spirvit of our econe
ny. It is to be admitted that we have
tl along found some ditheulty in se
ring universal consent to the appli-
tion of this working principle of the
Chuareh Not all of those who cry

Connectional Connectional are

thereby necesarily connectional in the
last analvsis of that word as applied to
M eConomy he “connectional

opposed to the “congregational” meth
od of gospel propagation is amazing!s
ir-reaching in its application to  an
voclesinstical mechanism
But the Chureh must be on  her
guard lest in the enthusiasm which
inherent in her system. she precipi
tate such division of her forces as will
tend to weaken and destroy, rather
than strengthen and buaild up our Zion
Mistakes at this point are not unknown
mong us
I'he first and most important ques
tion now to e considered, therefore
o existing conditions justify and
demand a readjustment of our confer

o -

o deny the legitimacy of raising
1 question is to repudiate the wis
dom of our fathers. and especially of
those who have handed down to us

health vigorons offsprings from
the original Texas Conference. In sup
port of the proposition that the mate
rizl interests of the territory proposed
for the new conference justify its or
ganization, it is necessary to state that
hose who remember the drouths and
exondnses which bhronght the West into
unfavorable notoriety some years ago
mnst also remember that similar con
Htions prevatled farther east at a
moter period:. and that the very trials
of those vears resulted in the training
f the people to make preparation for
the prevention of a recurrence of like

istrous resnlts

I am prepared to state on good an

thority that the present population of

Northwest Texas is proportionately as

ta bl that of any other part of the
Sttt Fhose who degire to investigate
? hese tatement in overwhelming
floodd of proof is available

It is true that a vast area is includ

s hic) i as vet undeveloped. bt
indication of present strength
wtifies the onclusion that the

miree< of the new conference wonld he
Hcient to mest the increasing o
inds of our Northwestern border

ty now has a population

In 1892 we had in this county
two  missions. 568 members, and no
hurch property Now we have one

tation. paving a salary of $800 to the
pastor. three self-supporting cirenits
ind 1212 members. Two railroads are

no n process of constriction through
the connt nd there is a probability of
the extension of a trunk line through
this connty from Kansas City south

vard to the seaboard. The presiding
ler of the Vernon District is anthor
ty for the statement that onr preach
ers in cHarge are now taxed to thelr
tmost endeavsor. in their efforts to
vot the demamds of the gospel in this
county, and at least one new charge
must of necessity be organizged at the
nest session of the Annual Conference
The proposed conference would be
homogencons in its commercial, social
i religions interests With Fort
Worth into which its two great trunk
lines of rallway converge as its metrop
olis it wonld with a slight readjust
ment of connectional claims be  self
ipporting from its heginning
In view of the existence of these
bhriefly ontlined conditions. our con
tion i that the best interests of
Methodism in the West can only bhe se
iredd by that concentration of her
forces on the field. which would re
uit from the organization of the new
onferenes
Among the many. we specify the fol
lowing as a few of onr reasons for this
conyiction
1. It would thrust upon this strong
ind growing body of Methodism the
responsibility of working out that des
tiny which, by every token. is incum-
hent upon her
The relation of a parent to his child
] not destroved. bhut the real object
of that relation has been met when
that child has reached the period at
which he bhecomes self-reliant
2.1t wonld bring the exeentive forces
conterence boards, ot into more
immediate and direct contact with the
particunlar field to be ocenpied. thas re-
ducing the difficulty of prompt and in

telligent action. None so well as our
Conference Boards appreciate this dif-
fienlty

3. It wonld unquestionably place the
Church in line with that stable and
vermanent occnpancy of this country
which now characterizes its secular
life

The time has passed in the history
of Methodism in Nerthwest  Texas
when this great field is to be regardeq
as 2 sanitarinm or a training ground
he men who have blazed the way
have been heroes almost to a man. and
God hath wronght wondrously through
their missionary endeavor Many of
those who have temporarily occupied
the field are the most ardent support-
ers of the proposed division, but the
fact remains that the Churech at large
has not waked up to the demand for a
more permanent. and more effective
hecanse more permanent. ministerial
oceunpancy of the West. As our confer-
ence lines now exist we speak of “the
West " and look upon “the West,” and
appoinment to “the West” in a way
which indicates that under the surface
of conference life and relations we have
in fact an internal transfer system. |
believe notwithstanding the difficulties
with which the new conference wonid
have to contend, and the hardships
which would have to be endured. that
the doors of a conference offering such
a field of nsefulness wonld be crowd-
ed with strong voung men ready to
seek  permanent place among  the
forees which are to capture Northwest
Texas for Christ and Episcopal Metn-
odism

Another fundamental reason for the
action of our MDstriet Conference is
that the continued agitation of the
bhoundary  aquestion  thronghout  the
State makes the suggested division ex
pedient

It is an open secret that, like Ban-
ono's disembodied  spirit, this  vexed
anestion continues to rise up at each
suceeeding mecting of our legisiative
bhody. The representative of the North
west Texas Conference who served on
the Committes on Boundaries at Bal-
timore, by persistent. untiring effort
was enabled to preserve intact our con-
ference lines. and when he came before
the conference at Brownwoesd, with atl
the light which had been thrown on the
situation. he publicly stated Breth
ren. | do not believe we ean withstand
the pressure of another General Con
ference on this question'

We of the West believe that with
the coming of our next General Confer-
ence to Dallas will come our bhest op-
portunity to secure such an adjnstment
of our Annual Conference lines as will
result in a permanent and conable set
tlement of the issnes involved

Fhe West i« tremendously interested
in the settlement of these guestions
amd we offer the proposed solntion of
the problem as appearing to us to e
the most satisfactory and least complex
method of settlement possible to th
entire State I there be those who ob
et to fostering and mamtaining one
faree overshadowing  conference  in
Fexas the favorable action of our con
ference on these resolntions will for
ever settle that anestion

Should these resolutions hecome of-
fective, the northern and central con-
ferences wonld still have strong and
growing fields, especially in their ar-
ban populations: it wonld prevent the
contention for small strips of territory
here and there which could afford at
bhest hut temporary relief; and it wonld
meet the demand for the re-districting
of the entire State, and that with the
least possible friction and disturbance
of boundary lines and conference as
sociations

And it wonld give to the West that
for which we have contended 1 ¢ het-
ter opportunity to develop her territory
untrammeled by the barriers which
wonld surely resalt should this terri-
tory bhe still further divided between
the conferences Iving east and south of
her domain

I am not unmindful of the fact that
“distance” has bheen prominent in the
discussion of this question. But dis-
tances are of minor importance in Tex-
as'

I realize that “missionary support™
has entered largely into our thinking
on this matter. But our boards are
fully equal to an adjustment of these
details

I sympathize with the sentiment
which shrinks from the severance of
ties which are dear to every Methodist
itinerant’'s heart. But there is a limit
bevond which this sentiment must not
assert its dominancy over onr actions—
and this Hmit is the point at which it
wonld militate against the hest possible
means to be emploved for the promo-
tion of the interests of the Chureh of
Josus Christ JEROME DI'NCAN

Vernon, Texas

July 19, 1900,

LETTER FROM ABROAD.
Paris. France, June 28 1900

London is bigger than Dallas! We
found that out the last day we were
there, if not before. We had an hour
to eatch our train for Paris. “It's
twelve stations from - here to your sta
tion.” said the guard where we were
waiting for a train. We knew we
couldn’t wait, so called a cab and of
fered a shilling extra to “cabby " if we
got to the station in time. It was no
use . we were left: bt as we conld get
another train in five hours, we staid
in the neighborhood, and got safely
on board Also. we recouped T ome
cab fare by going third class instead
of second. By this we saved  somes
shillings and learned that we conll
survive third-class accommodation
The fact of the business is that al
European railroad travel is “Hobson
cholee compared with Ameri
There is no water to drink. no news
boy with melodions voice orvin
“chewing gum.” no chewing gum |
there were a bov, no dinine stations no
conductor or anvhods else to tell yon
when to get off. In lien of dining sta
tions. there are 'I':u.x wheres yon can
buy cold luncheon in a basket. from o
boy who rolls a tra up and down
the station platform.  Your ticket
taken up when you ¢t to the end of
sour journey And if you get to th
end of your journey without a ticks
you are “taken up’ instead. If von
have a ticket and ride a few hundred
miles past your station, very kindiy
and indulgently they send vou hack on
the next train I had such an expw
rience in a small way - a matter o
only a few miles’ distance and sey
eral hours’ time

However, we gt to Paris at 1"
o'clock at night, and passed throug
the custom-houss Not in “one fell
SwWoop however Not in myv cass it
I ast I had some new clothes in ms
valise, made W t  London tail

Aha'” said the customs official a
he undid the bundie Then he com
menced to jabber “poly von 't M
tat | didn't understand By and b
he carried my clothes off and weighed
them, and | followed him  olosel
There's no telling what these officials
might do with a fellow s ot he At
he had weighed them he parlesed
again. but | understood less than b
fore. Then he wrote 12 17 on a slip
of paper Now | had a “sweaking no
tion" that the aforesaid hieroghy phics

stood for twelve franes whith h
wanted me to pay as daty . but know
ing that | was innocent of smug
gling” in carrving in myv olothe 1 did
rot care to pay it So | saudl For mw

pour  me in several cent vl
pointed to the clothe Still he was

obdurate and held on to my  good

Then | offered to try them on to show
him by the fit that they were mine

but all to no avail At last a bright
iea struck him. and off he posted in
hot haste and soon returned with an
other man, who said S[|prace hen e
Iwutseh” Now the idea of taking a
fat man ke me for 2 Patehman' |

answered Nein and hoth their
conntenances fell Mine had fallen
some  time  before Then we stoesd
aronund and looked at each other for a
season At last another bright dea

struck the official He grabbed 1
clothes and hastened to my  vali
Jummed them in it and said AHon
allons'” very emphatically . 1t is nesd
less to say | “allonsed” (g0t ont)
soon as possible It was then about
12 midnight, and so | entered Paris
Not a brilliant introduction. bhut as
a dark ante-room may open into »
brilliant salon, so in this case a dark
unpleasant experience opencd into th
sparkling glories of the mos® beautifal
city in the world. Eversthing is hean
tiful here except the morals and char
acters of the people Flowers pomr
out their blossoms in showers as if
back of every bloom was a reservor
of beanty: fruits blush with exquisit
tints and distill most deliclons  nes
tars: stones and minerals grow be
neath the architect’s culture till thes
too, are like Hly petals for grace. like
Princess roses for gueenliness of form
ochres and oll drip from brush stems
and the finest flowers of genins. on
canvas and fresco, Hft up the halo of
their immortal petals, or fill vast halls
with the fragrance of their beauts
And now a great white flower. with
cream and pink edges. and mottling of
gold. is blooming on the Seine's bhor
der, the glorous flower of nineteen
centuries of culture and civilization
“L'exposition Universelle de Paris’
It's a “big show.” and no mistake
Miles and miles of it. and still no end
“What have | seen there? Well, sev-
eral things. First, let me mention a
very characteristic Parisian sight - that
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oo | Alexander Collegiate Institute

: = il JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS.
E. R. WILLIAMS, A. M., Principal.

REV.R.S. HYER. A. M. LLD, SAYS:

“The Southwestern University and Alexander Collegiate
Institute are in perfect accord. The latter institution is
in the very front rank of like schools in Texas, and n
r better work i« done anywhere. The rwpn-«-matm of this
school, now at the Southwestern, is in the lead. It thor-
nughl\ prepares pupils for entrance into the New England Provented
: (l colleges, including such institutions as Yale. It is in en- :
rific T tire accord with the educational system outlined by our

H tore L last General Conference at Baltimore.” i
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Notes From the Field.
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NORTH TEXAS CONFFRENGE.
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