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Commissioners 
hear presentation 
on cloud seeding
By Geoff Baumgartner
The Knox C ounty N ew s-C ourier

BENJAMIN — Knox County Commissioners 
met in special session to listen to a presentation 
and consider a proposal on cloud seeding.

Commissioners recently considered joining 
the Joint County Cloud Seeding Project led by 
W ichita Falls County during an open session in 
February. Back then, the commissioners voted to 
table the idea until more research could be done. 
Commissioners now have examples of highly suc­
cessful cloud seeding research, much of which has 
taken place right here in the state of Texas.

No longer considered a pseudo-science, as was 
the case in the m id-20th century, cloud seeding 
is a proven scientific process and form of weather 
modification. Today it is considered a mainstream 
tool to improve rain precipitation and snow.

George W. Bomar, State Meteorologist for the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation 
in Austin was on hand with an hour long presen­
tation over the various successful cloud seeding

See SEEDING, Page 6
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The Millers Creek Reservoir outside of Munday has 
been steadily evaporating since the onset of the 
draught three years ago. Last week's rainfall did little 
to refill any portion of the main Miller Creek reservoir, 
which now sits at less than 12%.

Millers Creek not 
on receiving end 
of recent rain
By Geoff Baumgartner
The Knox C ounty N ew s-C ourier

MUNDAY — Millers Creek Reservoir, the body 
that supplies fresh water to Benjamin, Knox City, 
Munday, and as far away as Aspermont, was not 
really affected by last week’s downpour through­
out the county.

According to the North Central Texas M u­
nicipal W ater Authority, while some portions of 
the county received several inches of rain, such as 
Benjamin, others were not so fortunate, Munday 
and Millers Creek included.

“It just did not affect Millers Creek at all. I t did 
not generate enough runoff where it needed to go 
to get to the creek,” said David Kuehler General 
Manager of the North Central Texas Municipal 
Water Authority.

“W hile Knox City received over 2.42 inches of 
rain this month, much of it coming from last week, 
Munday only received .85 of an inch of rain. The 
lack of rain is one of the major reasons we don’t 
have a public pool this year,” Kuehler continued.

Kuehler along with several members of the 
Munday City Council and other county commis­
sioners will be meeting in special session to hear 
the proven scientific benefits of cloud seeding, as 
all possible options for future Water production 
and importation are being discussed.
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Knox City Senior Zach Carter addresses his fellow graduates during his speech for valedictorian. 
Carter also won several other awards throughout the evening.

Janet Dillard/The Knox County News-Courier

The entire 2014 Munday High School Senior Graduating Class. In ail, Munday had 25 students 
graduate this year, which was the largest of any school in Knox County.

Classes of 2014 
say goodbye

By Geoff Baumgartner
The Knox County News-Courier

KNOX COUNTY— Several schools through­
out the Knox Coimty area held graduation cer­
emonies this past week, and each were very well 
attended by local family and community members. 
All in all, Knox City High School, Munday High 
School, and Benjamin High School graduated 
several dozen seniors on to bigger and better op­
portunities in West Texas and beyond.

Both the Munday and Benjamin graduation 
ceremonies took place on May 30 while the Knox 
City graduation took place the following evening 
on May 31 at the W R. Baker Auditorium. AH 
graduations commenced at 7p.m. This year, the 
Benjamin School graduated five seniors, while 
Knox City graduated 19 seniors and Munday 
High School graduated an impressive 25.

Each ceremony was traditional for that institu­
tion. First invocation, then a video presentation 
highlighting the senior athletic accomplishments, 
followed by Salutatorian and Valedictorian ad­
dresses. A special guest speaker addresses the audi­
ence and then the presentation of the diplomas by

either Principal or Superintendent. Benediction, 
recession, and done.

Although each graduation ceremony is similar, it 
is the students graduating and administrators who 
care that make them truly unique, as each Knox 
County ceremony was.

It was all business for Knox City Principal Rick 
Moeller and wasn’t until he had to announce ihe 
Salutatorian Award Plaque for his daughter Tanna 
to receive that he became slightly emotional, in a 
comedic way.

“Try watching your baby walk across this stage 
after 18 years and not react this way,” said Principal 
Moeller jokingly as he handed Tanya her Salutato­
rian Plaque. He quickly returned to form.

Proud too was Munday Superintendent Rob­
ert DiHard, as he urged the graduates to not forget 
Munday and the values they learned there while 
out in the b i^er world.

“I really enjoyed watching and helping the Class 
of 2014 grow into responsible young men and 
women. I hope they remember where home is, but 
never doubt that they can be successful anywhere 
in the world. Congratulations to you all!” Superin­
tendent Dillard exclaimed.

Municipal pools to remain closed
By Geoff Baumgartner
The Knox City News-Courier

Both Knox City and Munday City Council’s have vot­
ed not to open the municipal swimming pools this year. 
The cause of the pool closures? You guessed it, extreme 
drought.

While rain recently fell in Knox County, it did not cover 
the entire county and did not last long enough to fix any real 
problems. W ith Munday receiving less than an inch, and 
Knox City receiving less than two inches, neither city will 
be able to open or operate a pool this year.

Munday City Administrator Ricky Ake was not enthu­
siastic about the drought or the problems it has caused the 
area, such as the pool closures.

I

See POOLS, Page 6

Bottom: The Munday Municipal Swim­
ming Pool sits also empty this summer. 
Extreme drought condition is what has 
prompted the Munday City Council not 
to open their pool as well.

Geoff Baumgartner/The Knox County News-Courier

Top: The Knox City Municipal Swimming Pool 
sits empty this summer. The Knox City Council 
has voted to not open the pool this year, given 
the cost and the recent drought. '
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Knox Notes
Events are listed free of charge 
as a service by this nev^spaper for 
nonprofit groups, civic organiza­
tions, churches, schools and select 
community events. Listings should 
be submitted at least two weeks 
in advance and will run as often as 
possible through the date of the 
event. News staff does not guaran­
tee placement of events. Emailed 
submissions are preferred to kc- 
newscourier@gmail.com.

KC Homecoming
The Knox City-O’Brien Homecom­
ing Is scheduled for June 6-7. 
R ^stration fee is $20 the day of 
the event b^irm ing at 3pm at the 
KCHS Cafeteria, or Can be mailed 
to Knox Cit)i;-0’Bridn Ex-Students 
Assoc. PO Box 724, Knox City,
TX 79529. jPicnic supper, Elvis 
im itator and music and dancing. 
Contact the administration office 
@ 940-657-3521 for more informa­
tion.

Benjamin
Homecoming
The Benjamin Homecoming is 
scheduled for June 13-15. Reg­
istration begins Friday, June 13, 
at 3pm. Raffle tickets vWll also 
be available during that tim e and 
all day Saturday, June 14. Raffle 
donations are accepted. Rodeo, 
parade, dancing and music. Con­
tact Gladene Green or Jan Carver 
for more information, 940-459- 
3551.

Vacation Bible School
St. Joseph’s: Set your sail to  
SonTreasure Island VBS, June 
16th -18th; /^es 3- Grade 6 (this 
year’s). Adult & teen helpers 
needed. Contact Janet Dillard 
940-422-4484.

Knox County 
Veterans Memorial
Four more monoliths w ill be add­
ed to the Memorial by 11 -11 -2014. 
Those eligible to have their name 
engraved must have an honorable 
discharge and lived or buried in 
Knox County. Please call 940-459- 
2229 from 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. on 
Tues. - Fri. or e-m ail kchc@srcac- 
cess.net to receive application 
and information forms. All ap­
plications must be in the office of 
the Museum by Aug. 1,2014.

Knox County 
Adventure Days
The 4th Annual Knox County Ad­
venture Days 5K is scheduled for 
June 21st at 8:00 a.m . in down­
town Munday. In addition to the 
5K, other activities during Adven­
ture Days are scheduled: Amazing 
Grace Race, Bus Tours around 
Knox County, an art exhibit and 
demonstrations and more. For ad­
ditional information, contact Jimi 
Coplen at 940-459-4121 or email 
kcvg@srcaccess.net.

Golf Tourney
The Bill Baker Memorial Golf 
Tournament and Scholarship 
Award Events are planned for July 
4-5 in Knox City. The KC EXES 
Assodation w ill award three 
$1,000 Scholarships. To sign up 
for Golf or Volleyball teams or to  
buy a ticket to the Award Dinner/ ' 
BBQ/Silent Auction, please call 
Patti a t 325-721-3001 or Michelle 
Stanfield at 940-256-0318. All 
proceeds w ill go to future Scholar­
ships.

Corrections
If you spot an error of fact, 
contact kcnewscourier@gmail. 
com.

News on the go
Use your 
smartphone to 
scan the quick 
response, or 
QR, code to 
v is it us online.
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Deatl
Jimmy Darrell Duncan

Jimmy Darrell Duncan 
passed away Monday, April 
21, 2014. We gathered for 
fellowship and remem­
brance from 6 - 8  p.m. on 
Friday, April 25, 2014 at 
Lake Ridge Chapel and 
Memorial Designers. A 
tribute of Jimmy’s life may 
be found at www.memori- 
aldesigners.net, where you 
may leave memories and 
expressions of sympathy for 
his family.

Jimmy Darrell was born 
on September 12, 1946 to 
R. J. and Lidia Oates D un­
can in Knox City, TX. He

JIM M Y DUNCAN
graduated from Munday 
High School and served 
in the United States Army 
during the Vietnam War.

Jimmy was employed as 
telecom administrator with 
Covenant Medical Center 
for the past 14 years.

Survivors include his 
daughter, Paula Jo Payne 
and her fiance, David 
Owen; granddaughter, 
Taylor Renee Payne; two 
Sisters, Shirley Welch and 
husband, Don, and Becky 
Offutt and husband, Dan; 
numerous nieces and neph­
ews.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, R. J. Duncan, 
and mother, Lidia Duncan; 
and girlfriend, Janet Minor.

a o o o fii^ t^ iP 'A c t o f Congress,
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Jacqueline Clowdis Low­
rance, 74, of Munday, went 
home to the Lord on Sun­
day, June 1st, 2014.

She was born in M un­
day on November 27th, 
1939 to Jack and Ellen 
Clowdis. Jackie graduated 
from Munday High School 
and went on to receive a 
Bachelor of Science in Ed­
ucation from Texas Tech 
University.

She married Homer K. 
Lowrance on December 
22nd, 1957 and taught 
at Littlefield ISD for 20 
years. Jackie loved and 
served the Lord by invest­
ing her life in others, espe­
cially children. She loved 
teaching children of all ages 
and giving the gift of learn-

Museum News
The W ichita Brazos M u­

seum is hosting the “Break­
fast On The Porch”, again 
this year, on Saturday, June 
14, at 7:30 a.a., during the 
Benjamin High School 
Homecoming. Everyone 
is invited, so come join us 
for a breakfast burrito, sau­
sage and biscuit, sweet roll, 
brownie, and many other

R E I D ’S
CONSTRUCTION CO.

„   ̂ V. '-̂ 2

iZ.

Our Trade Skills 
include:

•C a rp e n try  
•W o o d w o rk  

•P a in tin g  
•Textu re  •T ile  

•F loorin g  
•E lec trica l 

•D e c k s  
•All ty p e s  
o f roofing  
Laminate 

Composition 
Metal 

Flat Roofs 
•S id in g  

•A d d itio n s  
•M a jo r  re m o d e ls

I "The only job worth doing, is the one well done
Jim  Reid, O w ner

Knox City • Munday • Haskell • Stamford

Call Jim 
Cell 903-204-3706
Knox City, Texas 79529

One Company, One Job, 
One Price!"

First Baptist ChvfcH

220 South 5th Ave. 
Munday, TX 76731 

P: 940-422-4559 
Pastor Shane Kendrix

Service Times:
Sunday

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

W ednesday
Awanas, Pre-K to 6th grade: 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Youth: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

ing. She opened her heart 
and her home to everyone 
around her. Jackie’s joyful 
personality, wealth of self­
lessness, and friendly smile 
will be sorely missed by her 
friends and family. She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents. Jack and Ellen 
Clowdis.

She is survived by her 
husband of 56 years, Hom ­
er, daughter Michelle Low­
rance and daughter and 
son-in-law Melissa and Jeff 
Dutton. She is also survived 
by grandchildren Jarrod, 
Kacee, Hannah, Lendon, 
and All and also one great 
granddaughter Audra as 
well as one on the way. She 
is also survived by three sis­
ters, Patricia, Margaret, and

Deborah.
She will be greatly missed 

by her family and friends. A 
visitation will be held 
from 6-7pm on Wednes­
day, June 4th at McCauley 
-Smith Funeral Home.

Jackie’s life will be cel­
ebrated at H am , Thurs­
day morning, June 5th at 
First Baptist Church in 
Munday followed by inter­
ment in Johnson Memorial 
Cemetery under the direc­
tion of McCauley-Smith 
Funeral Home in Munday.

In lieu of flowers, the fam­
ily requests that donations 
be made to the The First 
Baptist Church of M on­
day’s Childrens Fund or 
Hiz Kiz Ministry via First 
Bank Texas of Munday.

breakfast treats with a cup 
of coffee or a soft drink.

The Museum will be open 
for visitors on Saturday af­
ternoon, June 7, from 1-4 
p.m. All visitors are wel­
come.

This is the week-end for 
the Knox City High School 
Homecoming. We are an­
ticipating that the Knox 
City guests will visit the 
Museum to view our new 
displays which tell an in­
teresting story of our Knox 
County history.

A response to new names 
for the additional monoliths 
for the Veterans M emo­
rial has been slow. A person

with an honorable discharge 
and has lived or is buried in 
Knox County is eligible to 
have their name engraved 
on the memorial.

Please call 940-459-2229 
from 1-5:00 p.m. on Tues­
day through Friday or send 
a request by e-mail to kchc@ 
srcaccess.net to receive the 
application and information 
forms.

The monoliths have been 
ordered and will be in place 
with the new names en­
graved upon them by No­
vember 11,2014.

August 1, 2014 is the 
deadline for the Museum 
staff to receive the forms.

THANKS FOR READING 
THE NEWS-COURIER!

Wild Horse Prairie Days Sale!
Ladies’ Clothing • Flip Flops • Scarves • T-Shirts • 

Purses • Jewelry • Ladies’ & Men’s Wallets

25% off regular price
Sale prices good Ju ne  5-7

Ladies’ Leather Belts
W ith BEING

Retail prices up to $109
75% off regular price 

Father’s Day is June 15!
We have gifts your Dad will LOVE!

Russell Stover Candy
Wallets • Duck Dynasty Gift Items • Money Clips • Frames • Cookbooks • Coffee Mug#* 

9ominoes • John Deere Gifts • Collegiate Gifts • Hunting, Fishing & Camouflage Gifts • Westeri

& Sports Gifts • American Greetings Father’s Day Cards • Much, much more

I f  in doubt, give a GIFT CARD! 
Flag Day - June 14

Display your flag proudly. We have flags in assorted sizes.

B rid a l R e g is try
Angela Ballard & Lee Taylor Wilson 
Ashton Rutkowski & Seth Kuehler

w w w . h a s k e i id r u Q s to r e . c o mTHE DRUG STORE
100 SOUTH AVENUE E, HASKELL 

940-864-2673 -  HOURS 8A-6P M-F, 8A-2P SAT
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The 6666 Ranch was established in 1870 with rangeland in King 
and Carson Counties. Since the ‘80s, the ranch has invested in the 
Texas Beef Checkoff which I believe to be vital to the cattle in­
dustry.

Catdemen collectively contributing a doUar-per-head through 
the Checkoff produced revenue for the ranch that we could not 
have made on our own. That revenue was generated through re­
search which resulted in new cuts of beef adding $100 value to 
each carcass. Checkoff dollars also promoted Texas beef all over the 
world which adds more than $150 value to our product.

We now face challenges that a single dollar-per-head simply 
cannot overcome, and frankly, our industry is losing ground.

We need to invest more in helping doctors, dietitians and today’s 
youth understand the value of beef in a healthy diet. We need to 
refute with scientific fact the incorrect media stories that tarnish 
our product. As the global market expands, it is vital we defend our 
share of that market as well as guarantee we produce the safest and 
most palatable beef in the world. Together, if we invest through 
Texas Beef Checkoff, these goals will be better achieved.

I believe in investing in the future of the Texas catde industry. I 
encourage cattle owners to vote “Yes” for the Texas Beef Checkoff 
June 2-6 at their local county extension office.

Sincerely,
Joe Leathers
6666 Ranch Manager

Menus: Week of June 9-13
Knox County Aging Center
Mondi^. Polish sausage, w/cabbage pinto beans, combread, 

peaches
Tuesday: Chicken fajitas, w/vegetables, com, Spanish rice, tor­

tilla, fruit cocktail
Wednesds^ Pork roast, gravy, sweet potato, succotash, roUs, ba­

nana pudding
Thursday: Spaghetti, w/meat sauce lima beans, com, combread, 

cookies
Friday: Ham sandwiches, tomato lettuce broccoli salad fruit 

cup

Come eat with us and support your aging center program.
Please call in your orders by 10 a.m. to 657-3618.
Orders can’t be taken after 11 a.m. please pick up by 11 a.m.

Food Safety for 
Outdoor Fun

“Engage in regular physical activity”... this is one of the key 
recommendations from the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Ameri­
cans. Having an active lifestyle can mean outings as a family 
for hiking, camping, and other recreational activities which often 
involve food. As we approach the warm summer months, be sure 
to handle food safely.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate 
that there are 76 million cases of foodborne illness resulting in 
325,000 hospitalizations and 5,000 deaths each year says Lor- 
rie Coop, local Texas Agrilife Extension Service County Agent. 
Common symptoms of foodborne illness include diarrhea, nau­
sea, vomiting, fever, and abdominal cramps.

The first step to food safety for outdoor activities is to plan 
ahead. Take some time to decide what you are going to eat and 
how you are going to cook it. These steps can help you deter­
mine what types of equipment you will need. You should also 
consider what you will have access to during your stay outdoors 
adds Coop. Win you have water that is safe for dinking? Can 
you build a fire, use a grill, or use some type of portable stove to 
prepare foods?

Depending on your planned activities and access to equipment, 
you might consider packing foods that do not require refrigera­
tion such as peanut butter, crackers, juice boxes, canned meats, 
dried noodles and soups, beef jerky, dried fruits, nuts, or other 
dehydrated foods.

However, if do plan to take along perishable foods, follow these 
suggestions to keep foods safe:

- Place perishable foods in a cooler with plenty of ice. You may 
even consider placing a refrigerator thermometer in a plastic bag 
in the cooler. Make sure the cooler temperature remains at 40 
degrees or less.

- Try packing meat and poultry while it is stiU frozen to main­
tain the temperature. Also, fiiU coolers will stay colder longer 
than one than is partially fiill.

- When packing raw meats, keep these items separate from 
other ready to eat foods such as fruits and vegetables in the cool­
er.

- Consider taking along two coolers -  one for perishable foods 
which should only be opened when foods need to be prepared 
and another for drinks which will be opened more frequentiy.

me GAMEJHAm
During the month of June, 
subscribe to an SRTC television, 
telephone or Internet service and 
receive waived standard installation 
fees.

Sign-up today and be entered into a drawing for a 
suite at a Rangers game, including four tickets, a 
parking pass, private waiters and air conditioning!

VERNON OFFICE  
7110 US Hwy 287 E 
Vernon, TX 76384  

(940) 886-2217  
(888) 886-2217

SA 0rA {

HASKELL OFFICE  
113 N Ave. D 

Haskell, TX 79521 
(940) 863-1125 
(888) 863-1125

R O S A

SEYMOUR OFFICE  
310 W California 

Seymour, TX 76380 
(940) 889-1125 
(877) 889-1125

ask@srcaccess.net
Some restrictions may apply. Services where available. Up to three connections 

waived. After three, connections are $20.

http://www.memori-aldesigners.net
http://www.memori-aldesigners.net
http://www.haskeiidruQstore.com
mailto:ask@srcaccess.net
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Baty one o f 36 Santa Rosa Scholarship W inners

Lyndon Baty

Blood drive June 
17 in Monday

Special to the News-Courier

The American Red Cross encourages eligible blood 
donors to make and keep donation appointments to 
maintain the summer blood supply and help prevent a 
shortage. Donors of all blood types are currently needed, 
especially those with type O negative, B negative and A 
negative.

June 17, Knoc County residents will have the opportunity 
to donate from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Munday High 
School, 911 W. D in Munday.

W hile the need for blood remains constant during the 
summer, donations drop. Between June and August, on 
average, two fewer donors give blood at each Red Cross 
blood drive than what hospitals need. This seasonal 
decline could be overcome if  just two additional donors 
-  above what is expected -  give
blood a. each ^  ^ross
blood drive this summer.

E v e r y  two seconds
someone in the United States needs blood. Recently, a
patient needed 79 blood products after injuries sustained 
during a car accident. Thanks to blood donors who gave 
in the days and weeks prior, blood products were readily 
available for this patient and thousands of others at 
approximately 2,700 hospitals and transfusion centers 
across the country supported by the Red Cross.

This summer, there are 100 chances to give hope with 
the Red Cross by giving blood. Visit redcrossblood.org 
or call 1-800-RED CROSS to learn more and make an 
appointment.

How to donate blood
Simply call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 

visit redcrossblood.org to make an appointment or for 
more information. All blood types are needed to ensure a 
reliable supply for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s 
license or two other forms of identification are required 
at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age (16 with 
parental consent in Oklahoma), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good health may be eligible to donate 
blood. High school students and other donors 18 years 
of age and younger also have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

Special to the News-Courier

VERNON — Santa Rosa Telephone 
Cooperative is pleased to announce that 
Lyndon Baty of Knox City is the recipient 
of a $2,500 college scholarship from Santa 
Rosa Telephone and the Foundation for 
Rural Service (FRS) the philanthropic arm of 
NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association.

The FRS scholarship program awarded 
over $98,000 in scholarships to rural youth 
across the United States. O ut of over 
1,500 applications received this year, 36 
scholarships were awarded. The goal of 
the scholarship program is to help further 
higher education opportunities among rural 
high school students. Santa Rosa Telephone 
Cooperative strongly supports the youth of 
our community and is thrilled to sponsor 
this worthy program.

Scholarship recipients were selected by 
an independent team of reviewers from the 
education field.To be eligible, recipients must

R.F.D.

be sponsored by a NTCA member system, 
and must indicate a desire to return to their 
rural communities once their collegiate 
studies have been completed.

“We are thrilled to offer this program, 
with the goal of leveling the playing 
field for rural students who often face 
financial obstacles in their pursuit of 
higher education,” said Kirk Petty, General 
Manager. “The FRS scholarship program 
enables rural telecommunications providers 
to show their support of the youth living in 
the communities they serve. It is a source of 
tremendous pride for us and for the entire 
community of Knox City.”

The scholarship program is open to all 
graduating high school seniors that receive 
local telecommunications service from Santa 
Rosa Telephone Cooperative. Applicants 
must be enrolled in an accredited two-year or 
four-year college or university, or vocational 
technical school, and have at least a C-grade 
point average.

by Mike Marland

Visit us at dqtexas.com
go 8» t r 8dom «l»of D,Q. Corp., Mpls. MN  ̂

. U'.S, \ m m . V L  O.Q, op. Coun., © 20t 4.
Blry 0«e«) Owtwr$ ̂ k e t ln g  LL.C.. Rtghts ved.

Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed Activity in a 100-year
Floodplain

To: All interested Agencies, U.S. Fish and W ildlife, U.S. Corp o f  Army Engineers, Texas 
Com m ission on Environmental Quality, Texas Departm ent o f  Agriculture, Groups and 
Individuals

This is to give notice that the City o f  Benjamin has conducted an evaluation as required by 
Executive Order 11988 and/or 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 
Subpart C Procedures for M aking Determ inations on Floodplain M anagement, to determine the 
potential affect that its activity in the floodplain will have on the hum an environm ent for 2013 
Texas Community Development Block under TDA STEP Contract 713036. The proposed 
project(s) is located in Benjamin, Knox County, Texas on:

City Lake Road and across private property from Pump Station to Oxford St
Goree St from Oxford St to Cooper St
Cooper St from Goree Street to the Elevated Storage Tank
Cedar St from the Elevated Storage Tank to Hinton St
Stewart St from Cedar St to US 82
Hinton St from Cedar St to US 82

A map o f the proposed area is available at City Hall. The Grantee shall replace the existing 6 ” 
cast iron lines from the pump station to the tower and 8-inch from the tower to distribution. It is 
proposed to replace these lines with approximately 9,700 linear feet o f  new C-900 PVC water 
lines. Contractor shall acquire the right-of-way needed for part o f  the water line replacement. 
Approximately 1300 linear feet, or .09 acres, o f transmission line are located in Floodplain 
Zone A.

The City o f  Benjamin has considered the following alternatives and m itigation measures to be 
taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values: The 
City’s waterlines are aged and deteriorated, resulting in water loss and frequent maintenance 
issues, (i) Alternative considered: move the project away from or around the floodplain. 
However, the floodplain transects the land in between the pump station near Lake Benjamin and 
the City’s water plant and it would therefore be impossible to avoid (ii) No Action alternative. 
This option would result in continued deterioration o f the water lines, eventually resulting in a 
water loss detrimental to the City’s citizens. Alternate material and methods are considered, but 
the project engineer has determined the items proposed are best suited for the project and in the 
best interest o f  the environment (in) The following mitigation measures will be taken to minimize 
adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values: Follow best soil 
erosion management practices and a water pollution prevention plan; Take necessary safety 
precautions during construction. The project will comply with state and local floodplain 
protection procedures.

The City o f  Benjamin has reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain and has 
determined that it has no practicable alternative. Environmental files that document compliance 
with steps 3 through 6 o f  [Executive Order 11988 and/or 11990], are available for public 
inspection, review and copying upon request at the times and location delineated in the last 
paragraph o f this notice for receipt o f  comments. This activity will have no significant impact on 
the environm ent for the following reasons:

Modification o f the floodplain is anticipated to be incidental. According to the project engineer, 
the project improvements will not alter the drainage runoff flow. Therefore, the disturbed 
floodplain will return to its preconstruction state. Additionally, the project will not increase the

amount o f  runoff because additional impermeable surfaces will not be created. Therefore, 
impacts to the floodplain will be negligible.

There are three prim ary purposes for this notice. First, people who m ay be affected by activities 
in the floodplain and those w ho have an interest in the protection o f  the natural environm ent 
should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide inform ation about these 
areas. Second, an adequate public notice program  can be an im portant public educational tool. 
The dissem ination o f  inform ation about floodplains can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to 
reduce the risks associated w ith the occupancy and m odification o f  these special areas. Third, as a 
m atter o f  fairness, w hen the Federal governm ent determ ines it w ill participate in actions taking 
place in floodplains, it m ust inform  those who m ay be put at greater or continued risk.

W ritten com m ents m ust be received by the City o f  Benjamin at the following address on or before 
June 12, 2014: Benjamin City Hall, 303 S. Hinton, P.O. Box 286, Benjamin, Texas 79505 and 
(940_ 459-3131, A ttention: Tami Gaddis, City Secretary during the hours o f  8:00 am to 4:00 
p.m., Tuesday through Thursday. Com m ents m ay also be subm itted via email to 
Benjam in_texas@yahoo. com .

Date: June 5, 2014
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Driverless Car
G oogle is showing off its driverless 

car prototype. Google?

W hy not? For a company al­
ready known as a powerful search engine, 

the venture is a fit. 
Vroom!

But credit where 
credit is due. My 
mother introduced the 
concept.

OK. Not really. Not 
exactly. But when she 
drove to town, people 
would look twice at the 
big blue Chrysler that 
seemed to be moving 
along with no driver. 
The car drew the most 

attention when ap­
proaching things like 

bridge abutments.
M other was in the driver’s seat, of

HANABA

MUNN
WELCH

course. She gripped the big steer­
ing wheel with both hands and peered 
through it rather than over it to see the 
road ahead. The car was like a parade 
float that moves along majestically with 
no visible driver.

W hen the final battery died on that 
car, my mother’s excursions ended. The 
car became a landscape ornament. The 
only thing that kept going was charges on 
M other’s Texaco and Phillips 66 cards, 
thanks to the criminal side of our part- 
time home health worker. I digress.

Back to Google’s driverless cars. They 
look like classic bumper cars to me. I 
haven’t read much about the new ve­
hicles, but one headline says they have 
no brakes. I f  those old bumper cars had 
brakes, I don’t remember it. Google cars, 
of course, are designed to miss instead of 
hit, and their bumpers are foam. Hmmm. 
Sounds like a non-aggressive bumper car

that can’t be controlled by the non-driver. 
In a way, except for the foam, that’s like 
every bumper car I ever got stuck with.
I still remember those jarring hits, but it 
was mostly me getting rammed instead 
of me hitting someone else. Then, just 
when I was about to crash successfully 
into somebody, the 25-cent session would 
end, and my car would slow to a disap­
pointing halt. Oh for another chance on 
the bumper car rink.

Google could include an option in the 
driverless car software to allow the ve­
hicles to function as bumper cars. Simple. 
I f  it happens, count me in. Bumper
car contests could introduce a variety of 
people to Google cars, no driver’s license 
required since there’s no driver. Retire­
ment villages would be ideal places to 
stage Google bumper car free-for-alls.
A t the end of each event, the cars could 
be sold to the elderly, and the fun could

continue.
Meanwhile, back at the farm, a Google 

car might be handy for checking cows. 
Ideally it would skirt mesquite trees and 
miss draws and plum thickets but not 
the herd. A roof-mounted camera could 
pan the cows to get a head count. Just for 
fun, a properly mounted set of longhorns 
could turn the Google car into a worthy 
opponent of any bovine if  a butting con­
test should develop.

Per the current programming, however, 
the Google car shies away from encoun­
ters with moving objects. No fun.

Advice to Google:
Your driverless cars lack pizzazz. Give 

them attitudes at least. In the bumper car 
arena of life, who wants a wimpmobile?

Better M other’s old Chrysler.

Hanaba Munn Welch is a co lum nist and con­
tributor fo r the B lackburn Media Group fam ily 
of newspapers.

Want to place your business card in our directory?
Call 888-400-1083

Roberson Construction
R i c k e y  R o b e r s o n

We’re ready for Your next Project!
We specialize in all types of
ROOFING, S iding, Flooring,
House Leveling, Interior ^
AND Exterior Painting,
Custom Kitchens and Baths

9 4 . o - 2 o a « i  a a ?
9 4 t 0 - a 0 3 - 1 8 4 7

%

Rve Star Construction
940-657-4777 940-657-3483 ^“-?56-23S7

• Roustabout Crews
• Pipe/ Casing Drifting 
•Poly Pipe Retriever/ 
Layout Trailer
•All Types of Fencing

• Cem ent Vtfork
• Fiberglass Repairs
• Dump Tareks
• Backhoes 
•H o t Shots

• Welding (Shop or 
Mobile)
•Generators and Light 
Plants
• Porta-Johns

Cell Numbers 
Services

• Haul Tarek
• Trash Trailers
• Pit Lining
• Rental Equipment
• Pipe Trailers and Floats

www.citizensbank-texas.com

(940) 658-3527 
110 North 2nd St. 
Knox City, Texas

liiliiliiiMl

jF D lC

940- 256-2790 
940- 657-3483

O S H A  C o m p lia n t C la sse s  
H 2 S  A w a ren ess T rain ing

Lynn Elecbric 
Mobor Co., Inc.
1011 Main Sb., Knox Ciby 

940-658-3511
TECL # 18951/ 58587KPT
Lew is P ain t & Body Shop

"In Loving Memory of Sterling Lewis"

CLINT LEWIS 
O w ne r mmEftsTArE'

BATTERIES

WE TAKE THEDBSTSOBT OF ACCIDENTS

■' (9 4 0 )6 5 8 -3 3 4 2
106 North 2nd 

Knox City, Texas 79529

E x c e lle n c e  S in c e  1952

M A IN  STREET
PLUMBING & REPAIR

911 E Main St
Knox City 

(940) 658-3341

TYirner Home Improvements
Heath Turner

PO Box 380 • Knox City, TX 79529 • 940-256-3475 (cell) 
Heathtumer96 @yahoo.com

iJjryjjwjiujif

New construction HVAC
Remodels Plumbing
Dry wall Privacy Fencing
Flooring Welding
Electrical Home Theatre Installations 

& much more

L' l ' ' Xt Ui vof

ftftAKW© S I O f

% yvasn'tsistcn

Siy;rtn,<, 1a
iki& . 94a8hH  lJ)32
Cell 940'25e 0990
corrle< westered vvt̂ rc lee.com
vwwiiV.eclwarcijories.cDfn
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Shortes, INC.
i  C om plete O ilfield  
J  Construction

' 6 5 8 - 3 5 7 6

PBH OILFIELD 
SUPPLY

Charlie Pierce & Michael Bartley

940-658-3559
SUPPLY
HOUSE

940- 658-3389
l ^ j i i v r e i i e e

I l r 4 » t l i e r 8
K n o x  C it y  

940-658-3715

$1,000,000 o f  life insurance protection  
for ju st $50 a m onth .

Isn't yo u r fa m ily  w orth  it?
20  Year f’erm Insurance^

$ 250 ,000  $ 5 0 0 .(X) $ 1,000 ,000
Age M aie Fem ale M ate Fem ale M ale Fentale

2.5 $15 42 $ 12.71 S23.75 $ 18.32 $40.00 $ 29.5 7
35 S J 7.82 $ 1.5.152 $ 28.75 $24,17 $ 5tl.O» $40.«3
45 S 31.87 S 24.87 S53L42 $ 4.A25 $ 1< » .«  S8S.00

Alvin Jungm an, FIC R epresentative 
(940) 888-2069

Securing  
F a m ilie s ' L ives  

S in ce 1901
OKTHOLI^JFE INSURANCE

Horne (IJffice: San A nto a ia , Texas # JF K 1 .13

r /  \  K n o x  C o u n ty
Hospital District

You? HciTneiimn Hea?Ux:afe

Knox County Hospital 
Munday Clinic /  Kjio x  
County Hospital Clinic 
Knox County Home 
Care
Knox County EMS 
Seymour Medical, INC.
Knox County Pharmacy & Supply 
Munday Nursing Center
Physical Therapy /  Speech Therapy /  Cardiac Rehab

940.657.3535 • 940.657.5521
w w w .kn o xco u n tyh o sp ita l-te xa s  co m

PENMAN
SERVICES LTD 
940-658-3513

A i r  A g ,  I N C .
StanWojcik

Complete Aerial Applications 
and Helicopter Service

940 - 658-3744

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 
Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital • 
Liability • Workers Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment

RO Box 99 • 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099

^   ̂ ^

Rye SiAR Services
IteE » Lube » Musn • Detail » Steamcleaning

940-657-3483

Joe Nelson
Sales Consultant
4001S. 1st street A m n e , TX 79605

^  (325) 692-9500 Bcf, 227 
(800) 725-2776 

C e l  (940) 203-0347 
fm  (325) 692-0974 

ioe.nelson@confactdeaIer.com

http://www.citizensbank-texas.com
http://www.knoxcountyhospital-texas
mailto:ioe.nelson@confactdeaIer.com
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By Gladene Green

ScliooTs out, and everyone is happy! The 
graduations were Friday night at the Ex- 
Students’Building. They were all combined this 
year - Kindergarten, Junior High, and High 
School. I found that after last week’s news went 
in. The kindergarten were first to present their 
program, then receive their diplomas into first 
grade. Members of that class were: Will Pierce, 
Lainse Braden, Angela Doran, Aidenn Garza, 
Jaycee Holmes, Naveah Martinez, Addison 
Meinzer, Evan Pulido, and Tyler Reagan.

The Junior High Commencement followed. 
Their program was as follows:

Processional
Salutatory Address - Daniel Jackson 
Valedictory Address - Caleb Barrientez 
Presentation of Awards - Supt. Olivia Del 

Hierro Gloria
Presentation of Diplomas - Pam Duke 
Closing Remarks - Superintendent Gloria 
Hailie Macias and J C Espinal were in 

charge of programs and were ushers.
The eighth grade graduates were: Jacob 

Armendariz, Caleb Barrientez, Brandon Harris, 
Daniel Jackson, Steven Lyles, Joseph Masias, 
and Kaleb Whittle.

The'High School Commencement conclud­
ed the evening. Following the processional, Elisa 
Sepeda gave the Salutatory address, after which 
Kimberly Marentes gave the Valedictory speech. 
Superintendent Gloria presented the awards, 
then Pam Duke gave each graduate their di­
ploma. Dametria Masias voiced the benediction, 
and following the recessional, a reception was 
held to honor all graduates. The building was 
filled to capacity with friends and family sharing 
their support for all these students’accomplish­
ments.

Members of the senior graduating class were: 
Morgan Lemmons, Michael Grimaldo, Kim­
berly Marentes, Dametria Masias, and Elissa 
Depeda.

Several awards were ^ven following the High 
School Commencement. The A-Honor awards 
- given to those who maintained a 90 or above 
average for the entire year were as follows:

1st Grade - Jaiden Brunkow, Hudson Cates, 
Electra Estrada, Krystian Garcia, Jerry Grayson, 
Polina Haam,Triston Meinzer, Taylor Mor­
ris, Carver Tankersley, Nathan Tighe, Alexis 
Wilson

2nd Grade - Celestte Carmona, Hailie Ever­
son, Jolie Everson

3rd Grade - Nicholas Stovall, Landon Wil­
liams

4th Grade - Dal Everson, Kinsey Benson, 
Grant Jackson, Maggie Kuehne, Teresa Car­
mona, McKayla Morris, Gannon Pryor, Woody 
Siewert

5th Grade - M adison Barrientez, Jeonnie 
DePippo, Betheney Ledesma 

6th Grade - Jalen Barrientez, Braden Garza, 
Dylan Kuehne, Abraham Nevarez 

7th Grade - J.C. Espinal,Taryn Strickland 
8th Grade - Caleb Barrientez, Brandon Har­

ris, Daniel Jackson, Kaleb Whittle 
9th Grade - Devin Harris, Chris McGhee, 

Justin Rainwater, Benjamin Vanderpol 
11th Grade - Kelsey Brown 
12th Grade - Kimberly Marentes

The following were neither absent nor tardy 
during the school year:

4th Grade - M aggie Kuehne 
6th Grade - Dylan Kuehne, Abraham 

Nevarez
7th Grade - Hailie Macias
8th Grade - Caleb Barrientez, Joseph Macias

9th Grade - Justin Rainwater, Benjamin 
Vanderpol

And students receiving the trophies for high 
point average for the year were—from Junior 
High - Caleb Barrientez, and in High School 
- Benjamin Vanderpol. Their averages are not 
available, but they must have been pretty high as 
there were a lot with good averages. This speaks 
well of our teachers as well as these “smart kids.” 
Congratulations to all of them.

Cheerleaders Selected
In tryouts for both Junior High and High 

School Cheerleaders last week, the following 
were selected for the coming school year. Those 
leading the yells in high school are Hayden 
King, McKenzie King, Alyssa Casillas, Lee- 
Anna Magee, and Sierra Boyd. The mascot is 
Joslynn Harris. The Junior High girls selected 
to be cheerleaders are Madison Barrientez, 
Grace Estrada, Betheny Ledesma, Breanna 
Pryor, Hailie Macias, and Taryn Strickland. 
Sounds like two good groups to get the spirit 
going when the season rolls around.

Sympathy Extended
My sincere sympathy to the family of Jackie 

Lowrance of Munday. Jackie passed away 
Sunday. Services are pending at this time. Also 
sympathy to the family of Weldon Sidles of 
Knox City, who passed away Sunday morning. 
His services are also pending.

Here‘n There
Betty Lyles was pleased to have three of her 

out of town granddaughters and some of their 
families for a weekend visit last week. Visiting 
were Sara and Leo Gonzales and Camile of 
Austin, Susanne Breckeen and children, Reed 
and Adelie of Gunter, and Stephanie Granberry,

Payton and Payne of Prosper. Joy Lynn and Kip 
Pool of Benjamin joined them for a fim filled 
couple of days.

Milanie and Clay Conner and little girls of 
Lubbock visited with Hazel Stockton on Satur­
day night.

Blaine Conner Neal’s daughter. Shea, is back 
in Cooks Children’s Hospital in Fort Worth for 
more surgery. This is a result of the four wheeler 
accident she was involved in a few months ago.

Mary Young spent last weekend in Round 
Rock with her son. Jack, Jr. and his wife Cindy. 
She said they did a little fishing but didn’t have 
any luck, but the thing she enjoyed the most 
was just getting some good rest. She also visited 
with Butch and Letha Young in Saginaw before 
returning home.

Carol Dickson was back in Abilene for 
another chemo treatment last Tuesday, and she 
just has 2 more left. She’s doing fine, and of 
course, very anxious to put these frequent trips 
to Abilene behind her. She only goes every 2 
weeks - not as often as some - but that gets tire­
some.

Mike and Debi Moorhouse attended the 
high school graduation in Throckmorton on 
Friday night. Their friend, Trevor Moore, son of 
Jody and Dianna, was a member of the graduat­
ing class.

Debi and Mike and grandson, Dillon Keys, 
were ia Dallas Thursday for DiUon to see his 
doctor. He’s had a few problems develop but 
hopefiiUy with the newer treatment and medi­
cation, he will start to improve. He’s already 
feeling better and is back at work.

Betty Bohannon was in Abilene Friday to see 
a dermatologist. He ran some tests and gave her 
some medication and hopes it will clear up the 
skin problem she has developed in the last few 
weeks.

U SD A  Awarding $6 M illion to Prepare Farmers for Programs
Farm Bill Implementation Continues at 

Brisk Pace with Universities and State Co­
operative Extension Programs Now Set to 
Help Educate Farmers

W A SH IN G TO N , May 29, 2014 - Ag­
riculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today an­
nounced that the U.S. Departm ent of Ag­
riculture (USDA) is awarding $6 million 
to universities and cooperative state ex­
tension services to develop online decision 
tools and other materials and train experts 
to educate producers about several key 
farm bill programs. The new Web tools 
will help farmers and ranchers determine 
what participation in programs established 
by the 2014 Farm Bill will mean for their 
businesses.

The University of Illinois (lead for the 
National Coalition for Producer Educa­
tion), along with the Food and Agricul­
tural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI) at 
the University of Missouri and the Agri­
cultural and Food Policy Center at Texas 
A6cM (co-leads for the National Associa­
tion of Agricultural and Food Policy), will 
receive a total of $3 million to develop the 
new online tools and train state-based ex­
tension agents who can in turn help edu­
cate farmers.

“Helping farmers and ranchers under­
stand new Farm Bill programs and what 
the programs mean for their families is 
one of USDA's top priorities,” said Vil­
sack. “W ith  the resources we’re providing, 
university experts will help ensure farmers 
and ranchers are highly educated as they 
make critical decisions about new pro­
grams that impact their livelihoods. The 
new tools that will be developed will em­
power farmers and ranchers to select the 
plan that best fits their unique needs.”

The new resources will help farmers 
and ranchers make an educated choice 
between the new Agriculture Risk Cov­
erage (ARC) program and the Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) program. Using the new 
online tools, producers will be able to 
use data unique to their specific farm­
ing operations combined with factors like 
the geographical diversity of crops, soils, 
weather and climates across the country to 
test a variety of financial scenarios before 
officially signing up for the new program 
options later this year. Once a producer 
enrolls in the ARC or PLC program, he or 
she must remain in the program through 
the 2018 crop year.

New tools will be provided for other 
programs as well. Sign-up for the newly

established M argin Protection Program 
for Dairy (M PP) begins late this sum­
mer and enrollment for "buy-up" provi­
sions under the Noninsured Crop Disas­
ter Assistance Program (NAP) will begin 
early next year. An online M PP tool will 
be available when sign up begins and the 
NAP buy-up provision resource will be­
come available to producers in the fall for 
the 2015 crop year.

The University of Illinois, as lead for 
NCPE, and FAPRI at the University of Mis­
souri and AFPC, at Texas A&M, as co-leads 
for NAAFP will develop the ARC and PLC 
Web tool program. The University of Illi­
nois will also develop the online resources for 
M PP and NAP.

USDA will also award $3 million to state 
cooperative extension services—a nationwide 
network of experts based at land-grant uni­
versities—for outreach and education on the 
new Farm Bill programs. Funds will be used 
to conduct public education outreach meet­
ings where producers can speak with local 
extension agents and Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) staff. Outreach meetings wiU begin 
late this summer to help farmers and ranch­
ers understand the new programs and their 
options.

While universities work to create new on­

line tools, producers now have access to a pre­
liminary website that gives them a chance to 
begin familiarizing themselves with the new 
programs and the type of information they 
will need to consider when deciding which 
program options work better for them. At this 
site, farmers and ranchers can view ARC and 
PLC projected payments, ARC guarantees, 
and PLC payment rate projections. These 
tables are available on the FSA website.

Today's announcement was made pos­
sible through the 2014 Farm Bill, which 
builds on historic economic gains in ru­
ral America over the past five years, while 
achieving meaningful reform and billions 
of dollars in savings for taxpayers. Since 
enactment, USDA has made significant 
progress to implement each provision of 
this critical legislation, including provid­
ing disaster relief to farmers and ranch­
ers; strengthening risk management tools; 
expanding access to rural credit; funding 
critical research; establishing innovative 
public-private conservation partnerships; 
developing new markets for rural-made 
products; and investing in infrastructure, 
housing and community facilities to help 
improve quality of life in rural America. 
For more information, visit www.usda. 
gov/ farmbill.

The Proud Sponsors 
of the Knox City Greyhounds
Advertise here! Call (940) 422-5350 for more information!

Five Star 
Construction

(940) 6 5 7 -4 7 7 7  • (940) 657 -3 4 8 3

Lynn Electric Motor CO., INC.

1011 Main St. • (940) 658-3511 
Scott Lynn

TEC L#18951/58587K P T

Skyrey O ilfield &  
Construction

307 South Central • 940-256-0058

Penman 
Services LTD

658-3513

Jeremy Eaton 
Equipment Services

P u m p e rs  S u p p iy  
&  E q u ip m e n t

658-3260

Bill S tew art Insurance  
Services

O (940) 658-3211 • M (940-256-2394 
700 E. Main Street

Knox County Hospital 
District

(940) 657-3535 or (940) 657-5521 
www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com

Abundant Life 
Christian Fellowship 

Knox City, TX

http://www.usda
http://www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com
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SEEDING
From  Page 1

projects that have already 
taken place since 1990. He 
also explained how the Tex­
as W eather Modification 
Act of 1967 was enacted 
to regulate cloud seeding 
through licensing and per­
mits. Furthermore, he pre­
sented certifiable Doppler 
Radar readouts of areas that 
have been seeded, as op­
posed to those areas that 
have not. The difference 
was quite obvious.

“Since I work for the state 
regulatory body, I cannot 
promote, only explain cloud 
seeding to the commission 
today,” explained Bomar on 
being a non-bias govern­
ment employee.

The W ichita Falls joint 
county project will come 
with a cost of approximate­
ly $40,000 a month from 
each county, not including 
fuel and iodide crystal flares 
(which may hiring the cost 
to $45,000). Knox County 
is considered a target area 
for the project which be­
gan in April. Knox County 
has already sent the per­
mit in for state approval of 
the cloud seeding and the 
Munday City Council has 
already begun raising funds 
for the project. Six counties 
have already been included 
in the joint-project, with 
Nolan and Scurry Counties 
considering joining as well.

Cloud seeding is done by 
a chemical process of drop­
ping either silver iodide or 
dry ice particles into the for­
mation of existing clouds by 
airplane or projecting them 
into the clouds via rocket, 
forming minute ice crystals 
within the cloud which in­
turn causes more precipita­
tion to occur. W hile cloud 
seeding does not create rain 
from thin air, it is a m eth­
od of producing more rain 
from clouds already condu­
cive to rainfall.

New technology com­
bined with years of research 
has produced reliable results 
that make cloud seeding a 
dependable and affordable 
water producing strategy 
for as many as 11 states that 
have recently developed 
cloud seeding programs. 
This is backed by years of

various university researches 
and numerous governments 
throughout the world suc­
cessfully utilizing the prac­
tice. Over the course of the 
last seven years, the state of 
Texas alone has appropri­
ated more than $146 mil­
lion toward cloud seeding 
projects.

The research has proven 
that cloud seeding most 
definitely works, and ac­
cording to State M eteo­
rologist

“Cloud seeding should 
be done during a drought, 
but more importantly, 
cloud seeding should be 
done during times of non­
drought, to prevent them 
from occurring,” concluded 
Meteorologist Bomar.

D a te
P e r c e n t

F u i l

W a t e r

L e v e l

(ft)

H e ig h t  A b o v e  

C o n s e r v a t io n  

P o o l

(ft)

R e s e r v o ir

S to r a g e

(a c re -ft)

C o n s e r v a t io n

S t o r a g e

(a c re -ft)

C o n s e r v a t io n

C a p a c it y

(a c re -ft)

S u r fa c e

A r e a

(a cre s)

T o d a y 2014-06-03 11.4 1,313.24 -20.76 4,346 3,063 26,768 544

Y esterday 2014-06-02 11.5 1,313.26 -20.74 4,356 3,073 26,768 544

2 d ays  ago 2014-06-01 11.5 1,313.29 -20.71 4,373 3,090 26,768 546

1 w eek ago 2014-05-27 11.6 1,313.33 -20.67 4,394 3,111 26,768 547

1 m onth  ago 2014-05-03 12.7 1,313.83 -20.17 4,673 3,390 26,768 565

3 m o n th s ago 2014-03-03 15.0 1,314.89 -19.11 5,291 4,008 26,768 601

6 m o n th s ago 2013-12-03 16.9 1,315.72 -18.28 5,801 4,518 26,768 628

1 year ago 2013-06-03 21.2 1,317.48 -16.52 6,963 5,680 26,768 695

Percent Full is based on Conservation Storage and Conservation Capacity,

Texas Q uail Index takes fligh t
Source: AgriLife Today

POOLS
F rom  Page 1

“Yes, the extreme drought 
is what is responsible fpr 
the pool being closed this 
year,” Ake said.

Coach Charles Steele, 
who supervises the pool for 
Knox City, was also disap­
pointed about the drought.

“There just wasn’t the 
water this year to operate 
the pool. We have used well 
water in the past, but that 
can be damaging to the sys­
tem ,” Steele explained.

Knox City Mayor Kent 
Deville had a few more 
reasons in addition to the 
damage the well water can 
cause.

“The City Council voted 
to not open the pool simply 
because it costs too much 
to get it into compliance 
and up to state code,” said 
Mayor Deville. “The state 
has given our pool a waiver 
in the past, but that has 
since expired. In addition 
to the cost, the pool will 
lose about 20,000 gallons 
of well water every day it is 
operational, which is a lot, 
and there is no other alter­
native given the extreme 
drought.”

For now or until the 
drought officially ends, 
kids from both cities are 
looking at hot, dry sum­
mers with only the prospect 
of snow cone stands to cool 
them down.

The Texas Quail Index, 
a statewide effort by the 
Texas A8cM AgriLife Ex­
tension Service to moni­
tor wild quail population 
dynamics, has taken full 
flight.

“There are going to be 
more ears cocked skyward 
listening to the bobwhite’s 
iconic whistle this month 
than ever before,” said Dr. 
Dale Rollins, AgriLife Ex­
tension wildlife specialist in 
San Angelo and statewide 
coordinator for the Re­
versing the Quail Decline 
Initiative. “The scope of 
the Quail Decline Index is 
impressive -  it’s a mass ef­
fort to help landowners and 
other ‘students of quail’ un­
derstand what I refer to as 
the ‘quail equation’ on their 
respective properties.”

Rollins said the last 
month’s focus has been on 
training AgriLife Exten­
sion agents and volunteers 
who are now implement­
ing the demonstrations on 
sites across the state. The 
index was initiated in April 
in 43 counties and seven 
Texas Parks and W ild­
life Department (TPW D) 
wildlife management areas. 
AgriLife Extension agents 
were among the 50 index 
leaders who were trained 
in the proper methods of 
counting quail and assess­
ing habitat at the Roll­
ing Plains Quail Research 
Ranch near Roby.

Participating AgriLife

Extension agents will be 
the leaders and points of 
contact in their respective 
counties. Rollins said they 
are well-versed in imple­
menting the index, which 
involves multiple counts 
of quail, including whistle 
counts, roadside counts and 
the measurement of related 
habitat conditions. The ul­
timate goal is to determine 
if  any of the various counts 
will reliably predict how 
successful the upcoming 
quail season will be.

Rollins said the various 
index protocols being im­
plemented are comprehen­
sive in scope. “Along with 
the counts, we’ll be assess­
ing nesting habitat, a key 
limiting factor for quail, us­
ing what are called dummy 
nests. At each site AgriL­
ife Extension agents will 
oversee the placing of 24 of 
these simulated nests and 
check their status at 14 and 
28 days. They’ll use game 
cameras along the transects 
to depict what the preda­
tor community is at each 
site. Then, they’ll post the 
results and pictures from 
each of the 57 sites as they

TPWD photo

Bob White Quail

come m.
Rollins said funding for 

the work is part of a spe­
cial appropriation made 
to AgriLife Extension 
through a partnership with 
the Texas Parks and W ild­
life Department during the 
83rd Legislature to address 
the decline of bobwhite and 
scaled quail in Texas. The 
funds were allocated to ad­

dress both research issues 
and outreach education. To 
date, 13 different research 
proposals have been fund­
ed.

AgriLife Extension out­
reach efforts include both 
adult and youth education 
efforts. The Quail Appre­
ciation Days held across the 
state join the Texas Quail 
Index as adult educational 
components, while youth 
educational efforts include 
activities like Bobwhite 
Brigade W ildlife Leader­
ship Camps.

“W e’re really excited 
about the Texas Quail In ­
dex and the enthusiasm the 
project has garnered thus 
far,” Rollins said. “The con­

cern for the declining pop­
ulation of bobwhites and 
scaled quail means a lot to 
our local ranchers, business 
economy and area hunters. 
Past AgriLife Extension 
studies have shown that a 
typical quail hunter from 
Dallas spends about $8,500 
annually in pursuit of his or 
her sport with about half 
of that being spent in the 
local economies. So when 
quail hunting drops off, the 
ripple effects impact lots of 
folks.”

For more information 
about the Texas Quail In ­
dex, see wildlife.tamu.edu/ 
quail/texas-quail-index or 
on Facebook at www.face- 
book.com /TA M UQPI.
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N e t u 0 - C f l t t n c r

GARAGE SALE r

Garage Sale, Friday, 
June 6 - Saturday, 
June 7. 8 a.m. - ? Lots 
of items, toys, fu rn i­
ture. 110 Ave G, Knox 
City, Texas. (0605p)

HELP WANTED

S. Ave F, Knox City. 
(0605c)

Brazos Valley Care 
Home is now ac­
cepting app lications 
for Certified/Non-Cer- 
tifiedNurse  A ides and 
Licensed Vocational 
Nurses. Please apply 
in person at 605 S. Ave 
F, Knox City. (0626c)

WE BUY OIL, GAS & MINERAL RIGHTS
Both non-producing and producing, including 
Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

P le a s e  p ro v id e  u s  y o u r  d e s ire d  p r ic e  
w h e n  y o u  c o n ta c t u s  a n d  w e  w ill 

e v a lu a te  fo r  a  p p s s ib le  olTer,

Lobo Minerals, LLC
P.O. Box 10906 • Midland, TX 79702 
C: 512.924.7450
Lobomineral$buy@gfnait.com

FOR SALE
Brazos Valley Care 
home is now ac­
cepting app lications 
for fu ll tim e M ainte­
nance help. Please 
apply in person at605

SUMMER JOB 
OPENINGS

APPLY NOW 
TEAM MEMBER
www.richesondq.com

We offer FREE TRAINING a 
FUN WORK ENVIRONMENT 

and FLEXIBILITY while you 
learn to serve the best eats and 

treats in Texas!

Boat tra ile rs for sale 
(some with boats), $50 
ea. or make offer for 
the lot. 940-421-4357 
after 6pm. (0626nc)

MundayCISD&
AUCTION City of Munday Surplus

Saturday, JUNE 7th 
starting @  9:00 a.m. 

Preview one hour prior to auction.
Location: Munday CISD campus 911W. D St, Munday, TX 76371

Partial listing: 1996 Ram 1500 V8, M ilkcooler-vending, 2 Stainless Refrigera­
tors. Stainless Freezer, 3 Convection Ovens NG-110,Stainless Shelves, Stainless 
Sink unit, Walk-in cooler ‘06 Ford Crown Victoria, 2000 Crown Victoria, ‘80 
International Truck, ‘78 Ford Truck.......see photos and handbill on website

www.millerauctions.net 940.553.1685
Royce W. Miller
Auctioneer TXl 1840 *No buyers premium* 
Announcements made sale day takes precedence. 
This will be a quick auction, be sure to be on time!

I L L E R

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF ROYALTY OWNERS TEXAS

Convention
June 1 M 3  

MONTGOMERY
La Toretta Resort 

877-286-9590

The Munday and Knox City 
Housing Authorities have 
apartments available for im­
mediate occupancy. It the 
intent of both to rent the 
units to high income house­
holds when there are no 
eligible low or very low in­
come applicants on the wait­
ing list. Flat rent is $200 
for 0-1 bedroom units and 
$250 for 2-4 bedroom units. 
Income based rent may be 
lower. Call Munday at 940- 
422-4941 or Knox City at 
940-657-3612 for more in­
formation. Both are equal 
opportunity providers. 
0 7 1 1 1 3 -tfn c « "*

“Royalty 
owners helping 
royalty owners 

since 1980.”

For info or to register visit our website or call, 
www.naro-us.org/texas • 1-800-558-0557

Come join us!

dish AUTHORIZED
RETAILER 800- 315-3973

MORE WAYS TO WATCH. 
MORE WAYS TO SAVE.

ORDER
NOW

’ i 9 : i
F or 12  m o n th s  

writh t h e  SMART PACK

C all 
tod ay  

to  p lace  
your ad!

Calcet® is designed to he lp  
stop low calciunn leg crannps. 
Just ask your pharnnacist.

1-800-525-7710-
l^ e  Treat You Like Family!

#  Save Money on DIY Abov^round  
and Inground Pool Kits & Supplies

#  A Great Way to Spend Time Together!
#  Excellent Customer Service. Ships Fast!
#  Family Owned & Operated Since 1990!

milyPoolFun.com ©  2014 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
World rights reserved.

T E X A S  S T A T E W ID E  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V E R T IS IN G  N E T W O R K
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M I

,  M 
^  M

ff
f
f
f
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f

TexSCAN Week of 
June 1,2014

MAKE SURE YOU GET THE BEST 
IN LOCAL KNOX COUNTY 

NEWS EVERY WEEK!
NEWS • SPORTS • WEATHER • OBITS • FAMILY • OPINIONS

T h e  K n o x  C o u n t y  ^

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
OWN YOUR OWN MEDICAL alert com­
pany. Be the 1st and only distributor in your 
area.Unlim ited $ return. Small investment 
required. Call toll free 1-844-225-1200

AVERITT EXPRESS New Pay Increase 
For Regional Drivers! 40 to 46 CPM + Fuel 
Bonus! Also, Post-Training Pay Increase 
for Students! (Depending on Domicile) Get 
Home EVERY Week + Excellent Benefits. 
CDL-A required. 1-888-362-8608 Apply @ 
AverittCareers.com EOE - Females, minori­
ties, protected veterans, and individuals with 
disabilities are encouraged to apply.

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED now! Learn to 
drive for Werner Enterprises. Earn $800 per 
week. No experience needed. Get your CDL 
and pre-hire now. 1-888-734-6710

EXPERIENCED DRIVER or recent Grad? 
With Swift, you can grow to be an award­
winning Class A-CDL driver. We help you 
achieve Diamond Driver status with the best 
support there is. As a Diamond Driver, you 
earn additional pay on top of all the competi­
tive incentives we offer. The very best, choose 
Swift. Great miles = great pay. Late-model 
equipment available, regional opportunities, 
great career path, paid vacation and excellent 
benefits. Please call; 1-866-259-8142

PRIME, INC Company drivers and inde­
pendent contractors for refrigerated, tanker 
and flatbed needed! Plenty of freight and 
great pay! Start with Prime today! Call 
1-877-736-3019 or apply online at viww. 
driveforprime.com

PAID CDL Training! No experience needed. 
StevensTransport will sponsor the cost of your 
CDL training. Earn up to $40K first year and 
$70K third year. Excellent benefits, 1-888-726- 
4130, www.becomeadriver.com. EOE

PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE OTR driv­
ers, APU equipped, pre-pass, EZ-pass, 
passenger policy. 2012 and newer equip­
ment. 100®/o NO touch. Butler Transport 
1-800-528-7825; www.butlertransport.com

REGIONAL DRIVERS $500 Sign-On! Great 
Home Time & Benefits. Up to 40^ Per Mile, 
Weekly Pay, Late Model Equipment. CDL-A 
R equired. A rnold  T ransporta tion  www. 
drivearnold.com, 1-888-742-8056

SHORT HAUL AND REGIONAL flatbed 
drivers. $50,000 + 4% quarterly bonuses. 
Home time guaranteed! Great benefits, 401K! 
6-months TfT experience and Class A-CDL. 
1-877-261-2101; www.schilli.com

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED
HBI, INC.UTILITY CONTRACTOR imme­
d ia te  o p p o rtu n itie s  in the  Te lephone 
Industry for: Foremen, Aerial Technicians, 
C able P low /Bore O perators , Laborers, 
(CDL Preferred) training offered. Travel 
required for all positions. 1-903-286-4678 
www.holtger.com ; EOE byA A

OPERATOR QUALIFICATION INSTRUC- 
TOR/ Evaluators Pipeliners needed; 30+ 
years’ experience minimum, retirees wel­
come, computer literate a must. Travel with 
starting pay $60 hour as an Independent 
Contractor, 1-405-293-3099 or aatcjob@ 
gmail.com

HEALTH/MEDICINE
VIAGRA 100MG, CIALIS 20mg. 40 pills + 
4 free for only $99. #1 Male enhancement! 
Discreet shipping. Save $500 Blue pill now! 
1-800-404-2750

TRAINING
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Become 
an A v ia tio n  M a in tenance  Techn ic ian . 
FAA approved tra in in g .F in a n c ia l aid if 
qua lified . Housing and jo b  p lacem ent 
ass is tance . C all A v ia tion  In s titu te  o f 
M aintenance. D allas;1-800-475-4102 or 
Houston: 1-800-743-1392

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake 
Medina/Bandera, 1/4 aae tract, central W/S/E, 
RV, M/H or house OK only $830 down, $235 
month (12.91%/IOyr), Guaranteed financing, 
more information call 1-830-460-8354

ACREAGE REPO with septic tank, pool, 
pier, ramp. O w ner finance . G ranbury 
1-210-422-3013

AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake 
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! 
Guaranteed financing w ith 10% down. 
Lots starting as low as $6900. Call Josh,
1- 903-878-7265

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH
or ca b in . G ated  en try , $690  dow n, 
($6900/10.91 %/7yr) 90-days same as cash. 
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

LOOKING TO SALE land? Reach over
2- million readers for one low price in the 
Texas S tatew ide A dvertis ing Network. 
Contact this newspaper or call 1-800-749- 
4793 for more detail.

VACATION
WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake 
Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina. 
Rooms fully furnished! Gated community with 
clubhouse, swimming pool and boat ramps. 
Call for more information: 1-903-878-72W, 
1-936-377-3235 or 1-830460-8354

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad ............ *550

290 Newspapers, 871,154 Circulation

North Region Only... *250
93 Newspapers, 297,505 Circulation

South Region Only...*250
97 Newspapers, 366,627 Circulation

West Region Only.... *250
98 Newspapers, 205,950 Circulation

To Order: Call this Newspaper 
direct, or call Texas Press Service 

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The F C  web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, ycur Statewide Classified Ad Netwcrk.

mailto:buy@gfnait.com
http://www.richesondq.com
http://www.millerauctions.net
http://www.naro-us.org/texas
http://www.becomeadriver.com
http://www.butlertransport.com
http://www.schilli.com
http://www.holtger.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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MMA comes to Munday
By Geoff Baumgartner
The Knox County News-Courier

MUNDAY — Mixed Martial Arts has 
come to Munday now that it has its first 
M M A style gym. The ever entertaining 
sport has gained world renowned popularity 
through organizations such as the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship (UFC), which have 
virtually taken over pay-per-view and Las 
Vegas fighting venues.

The gym is called A &  R Mixed Martial 
Arts and Fitness Center and the man who 
owns the facUity is Munday native Robert

Thomas. Thomas graduated from M HS and 
after spending roughly eleven years in New 
Mexico, where he picked up the sport, he re- , 
turned to Munday to raise his son and open 
his own gym, as he knew the Big Country 
was lacking any good M M A facilities. He 
took over the building located at 1000 N. Ce­
dar, which used to operate as at Laundromat 
back in the 1950’s. The gym is just north of 
Dairy C^een and has been repainted, retro­
fitted, and redone outside and in.

The place is completely professional not 
only in terms of MMA, but as a gym facil­
ity in and of itself, with an abundance of top

notch work-out machines. Not only is A 6c 
R M M A a fight training facility, it also holds 
several fitness classes as well. Adult MMA, 
Childrens MMA, and even Women’s Self 
Defense classes are offered.

So far, it has been a great turn out for Mr. 
Thomas, as his class schedule has been steadily 
filling up with local supporters as people have 
been steadily training and learning MMA.

“The turnout has been really good so far. 
People are really embracing M M A these 
days. There have been a lot of people come so 
far,” said Thomas.

Even as the interview was being conducted

a family piled out of an SUV to take fitness 
classes at the gym.

“It is a good place for kids and parents to 
come and get exercise,” says Munday fourth 
grade teacher Mary Willison, who ironically 
teaches Thomas’ 9-year-old son at Munday 
Elementary School.

So whether you are interested in learn­
ing Mixed Martial Arts, want to know how 
to defend yourself as a woman, or just want 
to have a nice friendly place to work off the 
calories, A6cR M M A and Fitness Center can 
accommodate all Munday and Knox County 
training needs.

Thomas stands in the main weight room of his Mixed Martiai Arts style gym. From free weight, 
to standardized professional gym machines, A & R Fitness Center has it all.

Geoff Baumgartner/The Knox County News-Courier

Monday native Robert Thomas stands next to a UFC brand punching bag in his MMA gym here 
in Munday, A & R Mixed Martial Arts and Fitness Center.

The Spats by Jeff Pickering

Thomas standing with Munday Elementary local teacher and mother Mary Willison, as she just 
arrived with her kids to get in a work out. Willison teaches Thomas's 9-year-old son Dejan.

THANKS FOR READING 
THE NEWS-COURIER!
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