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Water grant is a Christmas miracle

By Wayne Hodgin

The Knox County News-Courier

KNOX CITY — Christmas came early
last week for about 120 families in the
rural areas of eastern Knox and northern
Haskell counties who have for the better
part of two years been paying to haul wa-
ter to their homes because of the historic
drought that’s plagued West Texas the last
several years.

Officials with U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture announced a $2.7 million rural
development grant was awarded to the
Knox County Water Supply Corp. to help
fund a pipeline that would tie onto the

Rolling Plains
ag event focus is

cotton technology

By Steve Byrns
Special to the News-Courier

STAMFORD — The Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service will conduct the 2014 Rolling Plains Cot-
ton and Agricultural Conference from 8 a.m to 2:30

p-m.Jan. 14 in Stamford.=

~ 'The event, conducted by the AgriLife Extension of-

fices in Jones and Haskell counties, will take place in the
Texas Cowboy Reunion Bunkhouse on the Texas Cow-
boy Reunion rodeo grounds, on Farm-to-Market Road

2834 and U.S. Highway 277.

Individual registration due upon arrival is $10. Or-
ganizers ask those planning to attend to RSVP by Jan.
10 to the AgriLife Extension office in Jones County by

calling 325-823-2432.

Three Texas Department of Agriculture continuing
educations units, one laws and regulations, one integrat-
ed pest management and one drift minimization, will

be available.

“Our focus for-the programwill be on new technolo-
gies,”said Steve Estes, AgriLife Extension agent in Jones
County. “There is so much new technology becoming
available these days, especially related to cotton, that a
large part of our program will not only center around
what those new technologies are, but also how to best

manage them.

“We will also be spending some time updating pro-
ducers on the farm bill and how any pending changes
relating to it might affect our area farmers. Our slate of
speakers are very current in their knowledge relating to
their specific topics, so this program should be ideal for

getting the new farming year off to a good start.”

Topics and speakers will include:

— Farm Bill Update, Dr. Joe Outlaw, AgriLife Exten-

sion economist, College Station.

Alternative Crops and the Farm Bill-How Will
they Fit? and Cotton Market Outlook, Bill Thompson

Agril ife Extension economist, San Angelo.

— Using TopGuard to Manage Cotton Root Rot and
Small Grains Integrated Pest Management Update,
Rick Minzenmayer, AgriLife Extension entomologist

for Runnels and Tom Green counties.

Utilizing New Herbicide Technologies in Weed

Millers Creek supply line east of Knox
City at County Road 4419. The pipeline
would run north to Cemetery Road, west
to Highway 222 and the Old 6666 loca-
tion and south to service some of northern
Haskell County.

Members of the Knox County Rural
WSC, a nonprofit business incorporated
in 2011, had hoped the government-fund-
ed grant would be approved because of the
extreme drought situation.

John Powell, area director for the US-
DA'’s Rural Development program, said the
grant was intended to serve rural Ameri-

See USDA, Page 12

John Powell (right), Director of Rural Development for the

USDA’s Abilene office, presents a congratulatory plaque

to representatives of the Knox County Water Supply

ﬁorﬂporation (WSC) Brittany Coker (center) and David Albus
eft).

Management, Dr. Peter Dotray, AgriLife Extension

weed and herbicides specialist, Lubbock.

Managing Chemical Applications-Current and New
Technologies, Dr. Adam Hixson, technical service rep-

resentative, BASE, Lubbock.

Cotton Variety and Herbicide Trial Results, Dr. David
Drake, AgriLife Extension agronomist, San Angelo.
— Pesticide Laws and Regulations, Paul Weiser, Texas

Department of Agriculture, Lubbock.

For more information contact Estes at 325-823-2432,

saestes@ag.tamu.edu .

food comes from.

The Seed Survivor Mobile Classroom and
representatives from Texas Farm Bureau
were on the campus of Knox City Elemen-
tary on Nov. 22. Students participated in a

Kipp Cotton/For the Courier

Young students get chance
to tour interactive exhibit

KNOX CITY — Agrium Inc. and Texas
Farm Bureau are working together to engage
students in the Science behind the growing
of healthy plants and the study of where our

totally curriculum aligned plant and soil sci-
ence lesson, planted their own sunflowers,
and played games from as many as 15 inter-
active stations inside the trailer. The exhibit
tours North America year round and will be
in Texas from November to March. Knox
City is one of the early stops on the tour.
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Peanut yields average or above

By Robert Burns
Special to the News-Courier

With about 120,000 to 125,000 acres
harvested, and about average yields, this
year’s peanut crop is certainly much better
than it has been the past few growing sea-
sons, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service expert.

“Starting off, it was geared to be an above-
average year, but I feel a rough August cost
us a little bit of yield,” said Jason Wood-
ward, AgriLife Extension plant pathologist
and statewide peanut specialist, Lubbock.

Peanuts require a lot of water, as much as
2 feet per acre, much of which usually comes
from irrigation, he said. But given pumping
costs and water table levels and the need for

higher quality, growers also rely on rainfall
to supplement irrigation, and August was
drier and hotter than normal.

Still, Woodward expects yields to be in
the range of 3,800 to 4,200 pounds per
acre.

“Still a little above-average year, and
much better off than we've been the last
two years,” he said.

Peanut production in Texas peaked in
the 1990s, with as much as 300,000 acres
grown annually, he said. For the last 10
years, competition for other crops, such
as cotton, and the water needs of peanuts,
have brought the average yearly production
down to about 125,000 acres.

: See PEANUT, Page 12

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
This season’s peanut harvest is turning out to be better
than originally anticipated. With August being particularly
hotter and drier than normal and the propensity for farmers
to cut back on irrigation, the water-hogging legumes are
producing about 4,000 pounds an acre on average.

Knox Notes

Events are listed free of charge

as a service by this newspaper

for nonprofit groups, civic orga-
nizations, churches, schools and
select community events. Listings
should be submitted at least two
weeks in advance and will run as
often as possible through the date
of the event. News staff does not
guarantee placement of events.
Emailed submissions are preferred
to kenewscourier@gmail.com.

Christmas Mass

Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day Mass services have been
announced for area Catholic
Churches. Dec. 24: 5 p.m. at St.
Mary of the Assumption in Mega-
rgel; 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart in
Seymour; 9 p.m. at St. Joseph
in Rhineland (caroling precedes
service); 11 p.m. at Santa Rosa
in Knox City. Dec. 25: 8 a.m. at
St. Joseph in Rhineland; 10 a.m.
at Sacred Heart in Seymour.

Live Nativity

“0 Little Town,” a Living Nativ-
ity, will be presented at 7 and

8 p.m. Friday and Saturday at
O’Brien Baptist Church, 902
Grand Central Ave. Enjoy live
narration and music; interact
with the Wise Men, shepherds,
animals and townspeople as the
story unfolds. All welcome. Con-
tact the church for information
940-658-3553.

Taxpayer Clinic

Students at the Texas Tech
School of Law conduct free
clinic for low-income taxpayers
throughout the year to assist
them with federal tax issues re-
lated to individual tax matters.
Eligibility is determined by the
federal poverty guidelines. For
information or schedule an ap-
pointment, call Nancy Mojica at
806-834-7972 or 800-420-8037.

Ragtown Gospel

Ragtown Gospel Theater in Post
will continue performing “Say
Nicklaus!” at 3 p.m. Sunday
and at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 22, Dec.
20 at 7:30 p.m. and at 3 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21. For informa-
tion or to purchase tickets visit
ragtown.com.

Military exhibit

New military warplane ex-
hibit at the Garza Museum
commemorates the 72nd an-
niversary of the 1941 bombing
of Pearl Harbor. Purple Heart
recipient Patrick Reilly donated
the 154-airplane exhibit to the
museum. For information, call
495-2207

0.S. Museum

Beautiful and unusual Nativities
and Créches are the stars of
the “Reflections of Christmas”
exhibit on display at the O.S.
Museum. Viewing hours are 10
a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday. For
information, call 495-3570.

Alzheimer’s Support The
Munday Nursing Center sponsors
a support group for Alzheimer’s
patients, caregivers, family

and friends at 12:30 p.m. the
second Tuesday of the month in
Fellowship Hall at Munday First
United Methodist Church. Bring
a sack lunch. Call Ronda Thomp-
son at 940-422-4541.

Corrections

If you spot an error of fact,
contact Editor Wayne Hodgin at
kcnewscourier@gmail.com.

News on the go

Use your
smartphone to
scan the quick
response, or
QR, code to
visit us online.
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- Share Curiosity.

Read Together.
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Our shelves are stocked with
GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!

Stars

Boo

Jewelry
Dominoes
Calendars

Splatterware
Yankee Candles
Trendy Clothing

Crosses

Camouflage
Russell Stover Candy

Stocking Stu
Bible Covers

Scarves Socks Belts Caps
Duck Dynasty Gifts & Candy
Kids’ Books Cookbooks

Purses, Wallets & Cell Phone Cases
American Greetings Christmas Cards

Frames
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Christmas 1n November
in Munday: A big hit

By Geoffrey Baumgartner
The Knox County News-Courier

MUNDAY - Munday had its annual
Christmas in November celebration this past
month and brought in Christmas cheer a lit-
tle early. The celebrations include the holiday
themed Vendor’s Flea Market in the morn-
ing, with a Christmas parade going through
downtown later that evening. Santa Clause
himself visited Meers Mercantile so kids
could sit on his lap and whisper what they

wanted.

Sales were slower this year as the annual
holiday themed Vendors Flea Market kicked
things off the morning of Nov. 30. With what
was rife with sales and holiday shoppers last
year struggled to find the magic this year.

The holiday fun continued with a full-
blown downtown Christmas Parade through
the streets of Munday.

The parade culminated with the Munday
Santa posted in front of Meers Mercantile
taking in kid’s wishes for the Holiday season.

Munday veteran Homer K. Lowrance visits with Clifford and Edwina Early of Early Cre-
ations during the active hours at the Munday Indoor Vendors Flea Market earlier this
month. The market was set up with businesses from not only Munday, but from all
around the Big Country as well.

The Munday Santa takes the reins of the electric reindeer in front of his sleigh during the
city’s annual Christmas in November celebration at the end of last month.

it

The Munday Santa embraces the crowd as he makes his way toward Meers Mercantile to

set up. His sleigh stuffed completely full with gifts for the needy.

ks

Angels
Gifts

ffers for all
Travel Bags

WELL SERVICE

(940) 256-2413

Jackie Morrow

N First Baptist Church

- Munday, Toxas

Coca Cola, John Deere & Western Gifts
Collegiate Gifts — Texas Tech, UT and A&M
Postage Stamps for all your Christmas Cards

Quality Watkins Spices & Seasonings for all your

Holiday Cooking
Much, much more!

When in doubt, give a
Drug Store Gift Card!

Come in to receive your FREE 2014 Calendar.

For all your Holiday Cooking
We carry Quality
WATKINS PRODUCTS

*Vanilla *Black Pepper *Spices & Seasonings

www.haskelldrugstore.com
mber 25th
Saturday 8 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Closed Wednesday
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

THE DRUG STORE 100 S Ave E
HASKELL  864-2673

M 220 South 5thAve.

Munday, TX 76731
P: 940-422-4559
Pastor Shane Kendrix

Service Times:

Sunday
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Worship: 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday

Awanas, Pre-K to 6th grade:
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Youth: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30' p.m.
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Week of Dec.23-27

Knox City-O’Brien
Closed for Christmas holidays

Munday
Closed for Christmas holidays

Knox County Aging Center

Monday: Happy Holidays, closed !

Tuesday: Happy Holidays, closed

Wednesday: Happy Holidays, closed

Thursday: Porch chops, black-eyed peas, spinach,
cornbread, baked apples

Friday: Hamburgers, potato wedges, tomato and wedge
salad, melon medley

Come eat with us and support your aging center pro-
gram.

Please call in your orders by 10:00 a.m. to 657-3618.

Orders can’t be taken after 11:00 a.m. please pick up by
11:00 a.m.

Collier receives degree
from McMurry University

The Knox County News-Courier

ABILENE — Destiny Collier of Munday has been award-
ed a Bachelor of Science degree in exercise science and human
performance from McMurry University. Collier was one of 53
graduates receiving degrees during commencement exercises
Saturday at Radford Auditorium.

Offering a diverse academic curriculum to more than 1,400
students, McMurry University is a small Christian liberal arts
school in Abilene. Students choose from 41 majors; education
and business are popular as are the school’s pre-professional
programs in medicine, dentistry, law, and physical therapy.
The three-week May Term gives students an opportunity to
explore a subject outside their major. Through the Servant
Leadership Program, students learn about ethics and develop
leadership qualities. Internships with businesses in Abilene
present undergraduates with the opportunity to acquire addi-
tional knowledge of the workplace in nonprofit and corporate
settings.

‘The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)
have approved McMurry University to grant master’s degrees.
Beginning in the fall 2012, students may enroll in a Master of
Nursing program through the Patty Hanks Shelton School of
Nursing.

McMurry University is into its second year of a NCAA Di-
vision II candidacy period, bringing back scholarship athletics
to the institution for the first time since the 197677 school
year.

News-Coutiet

| Don't miss out on any local coverage |

- SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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| |
| SIGNATURE: X I
I IN COUNTY RESIDENT NON COUNTY RESIDENT |
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| |
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Childress, Texas 79201

Schedule for
Catholic Mass times

Christmas Eve/December 24
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Mary of the
Assumption in Megargel :
7:00 p.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
in Seymour

11:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph

in Rhineland (caroling before) -
9:00 p.m. Mass at Santa Rosa

in Knox City (caroling before)

Christmas Day/December 25
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph

in Rhineland

10:00 ajm. Mass at Sacred Heart
in Seymour

A Blessed and Merry Christmas to All!
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Coffee Cookies
By Lorrie Coop, Munday

1/2 cup granulated

S

1/2 cup packed brown

SHERL

1/2 cup butter or

magarine, softened

legg

11/2 cups all-purpose

flour

1 tablespoon instant

coffee granules

1 teaspoon baking soda

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup chopped p

cans

2 cups semisweet

choclate chips

Icing

1/2 teaspoon instant

coffee granules or

instant espresso coffee

(dry)

1 tablespoon water

1/2 cup powdered

S

Heat oven to 350°F. In large
bowl, beat granulated and
brown sugars, butter and egg
with electric mixer on medium
speed, or mix with spoon,
until creamy. Stir in flour, 1
tablespoon coffee granules, the
baking soda and salt. Stir in
pecans and chocolate chips.

Drop dough by 1/4 cupfuls
about 2 inches apart onto
ungreased large cookie sheet.

Bake 12 to 15 minutes or
until golden brown and edges
are set. Cool 4 minutes; remove
from cookie sheet to wire rack.
Cool completely, about 30
minutes.

Meanwhile, in small bowl,
dissolve 1/2 teaspoon coffee
granules in water. Stir in
powdered sugar until smooth
and thin enough to drizzle.
Drizzle cooled cookies with
Coffee Drizzle. Makes 15
cookies.

Cake Mix Cookies
By Lorrie Coop, Munday

1 box any flavor cake

mix

2 eggs

1/2 cup oil

Optional: add any kind of
chips, candy pieces, nuts or fla-
vorings you want

Add 1/2 cup oil and two eggs
to one box of cake mix and mix

/l[{//l ,(’/ ’/N'(v"; I.(rli‘/ll)”

until well blended. Stir in op-
tional items if desired. Drop by
spoonfuls onto a greased cookie
sheet. Bake at 350 degrees for
10-12 minutes. Makes 3 dozen
cookies.

Cut-Out Sugar Cookies
Refrigerator Cookie

Category
Marsha Quade, Knox City

Ingredients

1 cup butter, softened

2 cups sugar

3 eggs

6 cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp. baking soda

1% tsp. salt

1 cup (8 0z.) sour cream
Frosting:

1 cup butter, softened

4 cups confectioners’ sugar
3 Tbs. milk

Food Coloring, optional

Directions:

In a large bowl, cream butter
and sugar until light and fluffy.
Add eggs, one at a time, beating
well after each addition. Com-
bine dry ingredients; add to the
creamed mixture alternately
with sour cream, beating well
after each addition (dough will
be sticky). Cover and refriger-
ate for 2 hours or until easy to
handle.

On a floured surface, roll out
dough to % inch thickness. Cut
into desired shapes with floured
cookie cutters.

Place 1 inch apart on greased
cookie sheets. Bake at 375 de-
grees for 8-12 minutes or until
lightly browned. Cool for 1-2
minutes before moving to wire
racks.

For frosting, in a large bowl,
beat the butter, confectioners’
sugar and milk until smoothe.
Add food coloring if desired.

Frost cookies.

Christmas Slices
Cheryl Daniel, Knox City

1 c butter or margarine
1 ¢ powdered sugar
1legg

1 teaspoon vanilla

2 1/4 c flour

2 ¢ candied fruit

1 ¢ chopped pecans

Cream together butter and

powdered sugar. Add eggs and
vanilla. Beat til fluffy. Add

Ol

l/l!lll' /Nl.il.ll('\i\i (lII(/lUI//I

ur'(ll'm(»\i/ N/I.\i/l(‘.') /m' A /m/)/u/
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Ao I(/(H/ —Ddedron and d

e
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FIVE STAR SERVICE

TIRE - IUBE -

WASH - DETAIL -

STEAM CLEANING

940-657-3483

flour and mix well. Stir in can-

died fruit and chopped pecans.

Chill for 1 hr.

Shape into 3 rolls-wrap in
plasticwrap and chill. Canalso
be frozen and used as needed.

Slice and bake @ 325 degrees
for 10 to 12 min.

S'mores Cookies
Jimi Coplen, Munday

Yield: 3 dozen
Ingredients

11 Tablespoons unsalted
butter, softened

1 cup brown sugar,
packed

Y% cup granulated sugar

2 large eggs

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 teaspoon baking soda
¥ teaspoon sea salt
(optional) 1 teaspoon
cinnamon

2% cups flour

1/2 cup semi-sweet cho

olate chips

1 cup mini marshma

lows

3 regular sized Hershey’s

bars, broken into pieces
1-2 packages graham
crackers, broken into

squares

Instructions

In a medium bowl, whisk
together the flour, baking soda,
sea salt and cinnamon to com-
bine. Set aside.

In the bowl of an electric
mixer, cream butter with white
and brown sugar until light and
fluffy. Add the eggs and vanilla
and mix until combined.

Add the flour mixture to the
butter mixer and combine on
low speed.

Fold in the chocolate chips
and marshmallows. Chill
dough in refrigerator for 1 hour
to overnight (I did one batch
right away and another after
chilling overnight and found
there was no difference.)

Preheat the oven to 375 de-
grees. Line baking pans with
parchment paper. I used one
11x17 pan and one 9x13 pan
but you can really use any sized
pans you want.

Lay out graham crack-
ers side by side on the pans as
close as possible (they should

be touching). I used 16 graham

cracker squares on one pan and

10 squares on another. You may
have to add or remove graham
crackers according to how
much dough you have. If you
want your cookies thicker you
will use more dough and less
graham crackers.

Place tablespoons of dough
on crackers about
1 — 1 % inches apart. I aver-
aged about 1 1/2 tablespoons
of dough per graham cracker
square as seen in the picture
above. Press down slightly with
fingertips.

Bake for 5 minutes then re-
move from oven to press Her-
shey’s bar pieces on to the top.
You can place as many pieces or
as little as you want depending
how much chocolate flavor you
want.

Bake for an additional 5 — 7
minutes or more if your cook-
ies are thicker. They will be
done when the edges begin to
turn golden brown. Remove to
a wire rack to cool. For clean
cutting make sure cookies are
completely cool and cut with a

sharp knife.

White Chocolate  Chip
Oatmeal Cookies
Jimi Coplen, Munday

Original Recipe Yield

6 dozen

Ingredients

1 cup butter

1 cup light brown sugar

1 cup white sugar

2 eggs

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon salt

11/2 cups rolled oats

2 cups white chocolate
chips

1 cup chopped pecans

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees F (175 degrees C). Light-
ly grease cookie sheets.

2. In 2 medium bowl, cream
together the butter, brown sugar
and white sugar until smooth.
Stir in the egg and vanilla.
Sift together the flour, baking
powder, baking soda and salt,
stir into the creamed mixture.
Finally, stir in the rolled oats,
white chocolate chips and pe-
cans. Drop by tablespoons onto

Office- Day or Night

* Roustabout Crews

Pipe/ Casing Drifting « Fiberglass Repairs
Poly Pipe Retriever/ * Dump Trucks

out Trailer » Backhoes
All Types of Fencing * Hot Shots

FIVE STAR CONSTRUCTION

940-657-4777 940-657-3483 940-256-2387 Constuction

Five Star Services 7:00-5:00 940-256-2790 Cell Numbers

Services

* Welding (Shop or

Citizens Bank NA
110 N. 2nd ¢ Knox City, TX
(940) 658-3527

Member

120 N. Birch » Munday * (940) 422-4712

the prepared cookie sheets.

3. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes
in the preheated oven. Remove
from baking sheets to cool on
wire racks.

Orange Snowballs

No Bake Category
Marsha Quade, Knox City

2 % c.vanilla wafers,
finely crushed

3 c. powdered sugar

% c.undiluted frozen o
ange juice, thawed
Milk

Y c. butter, melted

1 c. pecans, chopped

2 Tbs. butter, softened
Flaked coconut

Mix vanilla wafer crumbs,
melted butter, 1 cup powdered
sugar, chopped pecans and
undiluted orange juice. Shape
into small balls, about walnut-
size. Mix softened butter and
remaining powdered sugar, add
milk for easy spreading consis-
tency. Roll balls in milk, butter,
sugar mixture and then in co-
conut. Let dry. Store snowballs
in airtight container. Makes
about 3 dozen.

Pecan Roll Cookies
Michele Fetsch

Servings 6 dozen
Ingredients:

1 cup pecans

1% cups powdered sugar
1 cup butter (2 sticks
cutup-no substitutions)

1 teaspoon vanilla etract
2 cups all-purpose flour

Directions:
Preheat oven to 325
degrees.

In a food processor with the
knife blade attached...

Pulse pecans with % cup
powdered sugar until nuts are
very finely ground.

Add butter and vanilla and
process until smooth, occasion-
ally stopping and scraping the
side with a rubber spatula.

Add flour, and process un-
til evenly mixed and dough
forms.

With floured hands, shape
dough into % inch balls and
place them 1 inch apart on an
ungreased cookie sheet.

Bake 16-18 minutes or until

| 1354 County Road 1430

~
We wish
| vou a Merry
Christmas!

. Knox City * (940) 658-3637

bottoms are lightly browned
and cookies are light golden.

Carefully transfer cookies to
a wire rack, and cool about 3
minutes.

Meanwhile, place the re-
maining powdered sugar in a
small bowl. While still warm,
gently roll cookies in powdered
sugar to coat. When cool,
gently roll cookies again in the
powdered sugar.

Enjoy!

Peppermint Meltaways
Rolled Cookie
Marsha Quade, Knox City

Ingredients:
1 cup unsalted butter,
softened
¥ cup powdered sugar
1 tsp. peppermint extract
1 % cup flour

~ % cup cornstarch
Crushed candy canes for
garnish
Frosting:
1 8-0z. pkg. cream
cheese
% cup salted butter,
sofened
1 cup powdered sugar,
sifted
1 tsp. peppermint extract

Instructions:

1In a small mixing bowl
combine flour and cornstarch.
Set aside.

2.In another small mixing
bowl cream together the butter
and powdered sugar. Add pep-
permint extract. Slowly add the
flour and cornstarch mixture to
the butter and powdered sugar
mixture. Combine well and re-
frigerate for an hour.

3.After the dough has
chilled preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Roll the dough into 1 to
1 % inch sized balls and place
them 2 inches apartona cookie
sheet.

4 Bake for 10-12 minutes in
the oven until the edges start
to lightly turn brown. Remove
from the oven and let cool
completely.

5.To make the peppermint
cream cheese frosting, cream
together cream cheese and but-
ter. Add peppermint extract
and slowly add the sifted pow-
dered sugar. Frost the cookies
with the frosting and garnish
with crushed peppermint can-
dy canes.

Crop
Production
Servic
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OSHA Compliant Classe
H2S Awareness Training
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The birth of Jesus - not your average party

the country too!
I hope you're getting ready for the
world’s Iargest birthday party.

—  Speaking of Christ-
mas, I found some
interesting facts re-
garding the holiday at
randomhistory.com I
thought I'd share:

* Each year more than
3 billion Christmas
cards are sent in the
U.S. alone.

* All the gifts in the
Twelve Days of Christ-
mas would equal 364
gifts.

* In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I, Bishop of
Rome, proclaimed December 25 the of-
ficial celebration date for the birthday of
Christ.

* According to the Guinness world
records, the tallest Christmas tree ever

I t’s Christmas time in the city. And in

CHRIS
BLACKBURN

cut was a 221-foot Douglas fir that was
displayed in 1950 at the Northgate Shop-
ping Center in Seattle, Washington.

* The traditional three colors of Christ-
mas are green, red, and gold. Green has
long been a symbol of life and rebirth;
red symbolizes the blood of Christ, and
gold represents light as well as wealth and
royalty.

* The world’s largest Christmas stock-
ing measured 106 feet and 9 inches
(32.56 m) long and 49 feet and 1 inch
(14.97 m) wide. It weighed as much as
five reindeer and held almost 1,000 pres-
ents. It was made by the Children’s Soci-
ety in London on December 14, 2007.

* Christmas trees have been sold in the
U.S. since 1850.

* Alabama was the first state in the
United States to officially recognize
Christmas in 1836.

* Christmas wasn’t declared an official
holiday in the United States until June
26, 1870.

* Ancient peoples, such as the Dru-
ids, considered mistletoe sacred because
it remains green and bears fruit during
the winter when all other plants appear
to die. Druids would cut the plant with
golden sickles and never let it touch the
ground. They thought it had the power to
cure infertility and nervous diseases and
to ward off evil.

* The poinsettia is native to Mexico and
was cultivated by the Aztecs, who called
the plant Cuetlaxochitl (“flower which
wilts”). For the Aztecs, the plant’s bril-
liant red color symbolized purity, and they
often used it medicinally to reduce fever.
Contrary to popular belief, the poinsettia
is not poisonous, but holly berries are.

* Puritan Oliver Cromwell outlawed
Christmas celebrations and carols in Eng-
land from 1649-1660. The only celebra-
tions allowed were sermons and prayers.

* It is estimated that the single “White
Christmas” by Irving Berlin is the best
selling single of all time, with over 100

million sales worldwide.

* The first person to decorate a Christ-
mas tree was reportedly the Protestant
reformer Martin Luther (1483-1546).
According to legend, he was so moved by
the beauty of the stars shining between
the branches of a fir tree, he brought
home an evergreen tree and decorated it
with candles to share the image with his
children.

* Christmas purchases account for 1/6
of all retail sales in the U.S.

May God bless you and yours this
Christmas. I hope it’s a time when we
reflect on the true meaning, not the trivial
meaning.

Chris Blackburn serves as CEO at Blackburn
Media Group, proud owner of The Floyd County
Hesperian-Beacon, Hall County Herald, The Hol-
lis News, The Knox County News-Courier, The
Post Dispatch, The Childress Index, Wellington
Leader and The Stonewall Courier. He can be
reached by email at chris@blackburnmedia-
group.com and you can follow him on Twitter @
WCSBlackburn.
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WES STRICKLAND
President
175 Bus. Hwy. 277 South
P.0. Box 123
Haskell, TX 79521-0123
stricklandconcrete@aol.com

CONCRETE & MATERIALS"
Ready Mixed Concrete ~ Sand & Gravel ~ Cement
Materials Trucking ~ On Site Poriable Planis

940-864-2677 Office
940-864-2969 Fax
940-864-4640 Cell
325-773-2306 Dispatch

New construction
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Flooring
Electrical

Office- Day or Night

* Roustabout Crews + Cement Work * Welding (Shop or

+ Pipe/ Casing Drifting « Fiberglass Repairs Mobile)

+Poly Pipe Retriever/ + Dump Trucks * Generators and Light
Layout Trailer « Backhoes Plants

* All Types of Fencing + Hot Shots + Porta-Johns

FIVE STAR CONSTRUCTION

940_657_4777 940_657_3483 940-256-2387 Construction

Five Star Services 7:00-5:00 940-256-27

Turner Home Improvements

Heath Turner

PO Box 380 » Knox City, TX 79529 ¢ 940-256-3475 (cell)
Heathturner96 @yahoo.com

Knox County Hospital ") Knox County
Munday Clinic / Knox "'-"'( Hospital District
County Hospital Clinic ., ‘faél Hornetown Healthome Team
Knox County Home : -
HVAC Care 940.657.3535 - 940.657.5521
ll;lr;’vrf“‘lc’;nﬁ Siing Knox County EMS wwwknoxcountyhosmtaktexas.com
Welding Seymour Medical, INC.
Home Theatre Installations

& much more

Knox County Pharmacy & Supply
Munday Nursing Center ‘
Physical Therapy / Speech Therapy / Cardiac Rehab
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MARING BEHGE OF IRVESTING

90 gell Numbers
ervices

» Haul Truck

» Trash Trailers

* Pit Lining

* Rental Equipment *

* Pipe Trailers and Floats

CitizensB:

(940) 658-3527
110 North 2nd St.
Knox City, Texas

www.citizensbank-texas.com

Shortes, INC.
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SR O

PENMAN
SERVICES LTD

910-658-3513

Construction

658-3576

Complete Aerial Applications
and Helicopter Service

'910-658-3714

A LI,

STAIR

SAFETY

940-256-2790

940-657-3483

OSHA Compliant Classes
H2S Awareness Training

PBH OILFIELD
SUPPLY

Charlie Pierce & Michael Bartley

940-658-3559

Bill Stewart Insurance Services

Office (940) 658-3211
Fax (940) 658-5509
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail ¢ Fire * Auto » Homeowners * Life « Hospital *
Liability « Workers Compensation ¢ Bonds * Farm Equipment

P.0 Box 99+ 700 E. Main « Knox City, TX 79529-0099

c
Insurance
Agent,

940-658-3511

Lynn Elecbtric
Mobor Co., Inc.
1011 Main S&., Knox Ciby

TECL # 18951/ 58587KPT

SUPPLY

HOUSE
940-658-3389

FIVE STAR SERVICES

TIRE « LUBE + WASH - DETAIL . STEAM CLEANING

940-657-3483

CLINT LEWIS
Owner
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VT SOUT OF ACCIDENTS

Lewis Paint & Body Shop

“In Loving Memory of Sterling Lewis”

- NiEEnE 7
(940) 658-3342

106 North 2nd
Knox City, Texas 79529

Excellence Since 1952

Lawrence
IBrothers

Knox City
940-658-3715

Joe Nelson

Sales Consultant

692—9500 Ext. 227
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Knox City gets wins and

losses at Jayton Tournament Wherefore art thou
simpler stage?

By Geoffrey Baumgartner
The Knox County News-Courier

JAYTON - Knox City’s Greyhound var-
sity basketball squad participated in the
Jayton “bad weather” tournament this past
week. Bad weather tournaments are put
together when weather conditions prevent
teams, or groups of teams, from complet-
ing their regularly scheduled tournaments.
Other schools that participated in the
tournament were Hamlin, Newhome, Sey-
more, Sands, and Haskell.

Coach Webb was ultimately pleased
with the way his team played.

“We had some close losses and also per-
formed well offensively. We could show
improvement on defense,” said Head
Coach Josh Webb.

Knox City went up against Haskell
on the first day of the tournament. The
Greyhounds pulled out a very close victory
over the Indians 46-43.

The next day of the tournament saw the
Greyhounds take on Sands in an equally

close match-up. After an offensive battle
on both sides, Knox City wound up falling
short to the Mustangs 49-52.

Seymore would be the Greyhounds next
opponent. The Panthers would wear down
Knox City throughout an exhaustive de-
fensive battle and eventually defeated the
Greyhounds by the small margin of 42-
a9,

After the Seymore and Sands losses, the
Greyhounds headed into the third day of
the tournament determined to win; and
that is exactly what they accomplished.
On the final day of the tournament, Knox
City beat both Hamlin and Newhome.
They defeated the Pied Pipers of Hamlin
by the large margin of 51-32 and beat the
Leopards of Newhome on an even larger
scale, 49-19.

Apart from this latest tournament, the
Greyhounds are now 4-1 for the regular
season. They will be facing Munday on
Dec. 20 before the Holiday and will be go-
ing up against Rule after the New Year on
Jan. 3

Let’s get geophysicial |

at was I thinking? Me, write an
article about geophysics?
What I know about physics is
that it’s what I didn't take in high school.

Geo is a car. Right?

Yep, I bit off more than I could chew.

It started a couple of years ago at church
e V1261 | 52t ON the same row
; as a guy wearing boots. It
| was church in the city, where
boots aren't de rigeur like
they are in the country.

Just so happened I had
a pair to give away — nice
boots I'd inherited, sort of,
from the late ex-husband of
a friend who had given them
to me thinking they might

HANABA g my husband. They didn’t.
MUNN  Anyway, that’s how I met
Jesse, part-time cowboy
WELCH preaclfer and former editor
~ ofanational cowboy maga-
zine. No wonder he was wearing boots.

Now he’s editor of an oil and gas magazine,
which means he still gets to wear boots. I won't
say which magazine. The next issue will contain
my article on geophysics, so Id just as soon
keep it secret.

Sometimes editors get a little desperate
during holidays. That’s when freelancers, me
included, have a good chance of getting as-
signments that normally would go to regular
writers — regular people who don't like to work
during holidays.

So, if you want to break into freelance
journalism, don't count on roasting any turkeys
and be sure to get your Christmas shopping,
decorating and cookie baking done early. You'll

be set.

Then, if you want to prove your tenacity as a
newshound, develop your ability to understand-
a highly technical subject and write about it
with clarity and see if you can get people who
are in the middle of a boom and too busy to
talk to anyone about anything to take time
to talk to you about information that can't be
released because it’s proprietary, dive into petro-
leum geophysics.

By the time I'd spent a couple of days getting
almost nowhere, my editor began to lower his
standards. He'd started by saying he wanted a
“snapshot” of the industry. After a few days, he
was ready to settle for a snapshot. Period.

Interestingly enough, I found myself in the
middle of a seismic survey. Pink tape fluttered
from barbed-wire fences. Star Wars-esque
devices stood everywhere. Big trucks lined up,
ready to shake the ground. Reporter’s luck.
Click. Click. Click. Three snapshots.

A name and phone number finally came my
way in a smart phone email from one of the
editor’s contacts. I called, and a nice man actu-
ally talked to me! He was something close to a
geophysicist. Close enough for me. Providence.

* 'Then a non-profit organization responded to
my request for information with a bit of jargon
I couldn’t understand. I added it. Icing on the
cake.

That’s all there is to it.

Just remember to set your standards high
enough to lower them, and remind your editor
you once gave him a nice pair of boots.

‘That last part might not work for
everybody:s.

Hanaba Munn Welch is a columnist and contributor to
Blackburn Media Group newspaper.

some 410 years ago, Will Shakespeare
said “all the world’s a stage.”

We can only guess whether theatre
audiences nodded in agreement or shook
their heads vigorously to object. Most of
them likely were ambivalent, much like
“players” on the world’s stage today, when
we face more issues than anyone cares to
count.

So let us consider an addendum to his
quote: “and cameras as well as micro-

I n his play, As You Like It, debuted

T A I PhOHCS-”

We, the populace,
may whimper, pro-
test, mutter, lament or
whatever. We are now at
that place where sights
and sounds are part of
public records. Such has
been stuffed into our
collective pipes, ours to
smoke, whether or not
we inhale.

Nations spy on na-
tions, corporations on
competitors, political
parties on each other, and, of course, traf-
fic cameras on motorists.

We may “cry uncle” or not, but it is
clear that “uncle’s” intrusions have taken
over like kudzu, tentacles fully engaged.

More info whizzes about in cyberspace
than mere mortals can imagine. The US
mail, though, provides sobering remind-
ers.

One came in a foreboding envelope
from the City of Fort Worth the other
day. It was addressed to me, and I opened
it hastily, not dreaming that contents
would apply to my wife, not to me.

Lo--and throw in “behold,” too--the
document, somewhat harshly worded,
alleged that a motorist driving a vehicle
registered in my name “did then and
there commit the following violation...
failure to stop at a red light.” Supporting
evidence included photos shot from three
angles, as well as a video. The “knock-
out” blow was unmistakable —a picture
“front and center” of my car’s license.

I did what any spouse with a lick of
sense would do. Racing to my calendar, I
prayed that it would provide proof of my
being other-where on the fateful day.

Hallelujah! I was in Dallas — driv-
ing our “good” car. I was “committing” a
speech in the morning and visiting with
a friend’s family gathered in a hospital
surgery waiting room in the afternoon.

After establishing innocence, it was

DON
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mine to inform my wife that she had
committed a grievous traffic infraction
and to contact the county tax office. After
all, it seems best to get both our vehicles
in her name. That way, she can open
future such notifications herself.

She doesn’t believe she had done
anything wrong, of course. After all,
she’s been driving for a full half-century,
NEVER having received a citation.

Stopped just once for driving a “teensy-
weensy” bit over the speed limit, she
cried real tears that rolled down reddened
cheeks. The officer put away his citation
pad, apologizing for causing for causing
any inconvenience.

Alas, while tears worked on the officer,
they do no good for an emotionless cam-
era. The $75 check for the fine has been
mailed, so officially, the matter is closed.
The saga continues verbally, however.

Views of such matters depend on whose
foot the shoe pinches. Ours is major
surgery; yours is minor, probably even
“out-patient.” I could probably stand your
minor illness on my eyeball.

Brenda “sort of” remembers the errant
turn, vowing that the light was primarily
amber, maybe with the slightest “pinkish”
hue.

My guess is that it was at the epicen-
ter of red—the brightest hue sold at the
paint store.

The recent holidays were joyous with
convergence of kids and grandkids. At
mid-morning, though, “technological
overkill” tempered Thanksgiving joy.
Daughter Jana and her hubby received
frantic phone calls from Tyler. Police,
they learned, had converged on their
home, responding to a “911” call. Relax,
it was a false alarm. After all, no one was
home. Some phone line fault triggered
the “911” call. (Emergency responders ex-
plained that such calls are often the result
of such breaches.)

Jana was chagrined. Kinfolks and
neighbors inspected every room, making
sure the home was free of intruders. With
disarray associated with both the holidays
and “getting out of town,” Jana had post-
poned housecleaning until right AFTER
Thanksgiving. She winced at the thought
of others seeing the, uh, mess.

Ah, this stage on which we mortals
strut may be far better illuminated than
we like.”

Don Newbury, former chancellor of Howard Payne
University in Brownswood , is a Christian humorist
and motivational speaker.
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Munday junior athlete Raci Dillard poses for a photo in the Munday gym with the vol-
leyball net strung tight. Dillard earned All State recognition despite being out part of the

season with an ankle injury.

Local Munday student
selected for All-State honor

By Geoffrey Baumgartner
The Knox County News-Courier

MUNDAY - Another Munday Mogu-
lette student athlete has been chosen for
All-State honors. Junior Raci Dillard has
been selected by the UIL to be a member
of the 2013 All State volleyball team. This
is not the first time one of the Munday
Mogulettes has been selected for All State
honors and it is beginning to be quite a

tradition under Munday Head Coach Kim

Kuehler.

“Raci is the fourth All State player Mun-
day has produced since volleyball started
in 2007 and this year Raci Dillard was the
Offensive MVP for District 6-A.” explains
Kuehler.

“Kristen Kuehler was chosen All State

in 2010 and 2011 while Makebra Colier
was also chosen to be a 2011 State team
player,” Kuehler continues.

Dillard, who has worked with Coach
Kuehler for several years now and who
despite being out several games due to an
ankle injury, managed a quick recovery and
redeemed her person stat record to a high
enough point to qualify her name. She also
had 354 kills, 73 aces, and 72 blocks in her
30 matches.

While the Mogulettes post-season play-
off advancement was cut-short with a
straight set loss to Archer City last month,
the Mogulette athletic tradition moves
forward as Coach Kuehler’s Munday Ju-
nior High(MJH) basketball practices be-
gin and Dillard’s varsity basketball season
takes shape well.
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’T'was the week before
Christmas break

was the week before Christmas
break,
And all through the school,

The teachers were trying
To just keep their cool.

The hallways were hung

W ith Christmas and basketball art
(Some made in back in August

To get a head start!)

halls.

ROBERT
DILLARD

festive

Enforcing the rules.

bouncing

Off ceilings and walls,
And seemed to forget
How to walk in the

When out of the
teacher’s workroom
With holiday shirts
and jingle bell jewels,
The teachers looked

And called them by name;

Walk, Vincent! Walk, Tanner!

Walk, Tyler and Sammy!
Sit, Jamie! Sit, Laura!
Sit, Tara and Tammy!

To your desks in the room!
To your spots in the line!

Now walk to them WALK to them!

No running this time!

The children were

So straight to their places

The children all went
With fear of detention
Where they could be sent.

With manuals of lessons

Cradled in arms,
The teachers began
To use all their charms.

But the lessons presented

All fell on deaf ears.

Kids were thinking

Of Christmas and Santa’s reindeer!

When all through the building

There came such a chatter,

The principal went in

To see what was the matter.

The teachers were hiding

And trying to refuel,
On coffee and cookies

And treats of the Yule.

With a toss of their hands
They put manuals aside.

Went straight to the cupboards

Where videos hide.

And laying a finger

On the TV remote

They sat back to write
Their last Christmas note.

When what to their wondering

Ears do they hear,

But the ringing of school bells
— It’s the children, “Oh dear!”

More rapid than reindeer

The little ones came,

And the teachers all shouted

But you could hear them exclaim

At the end of the day —
Have a wonderful, happy and

L-O-0-0-0-O-N-G HOLIDAY!!!

Robert Dillard is superintendent of schools for

District.
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1st Grade

Mrs. Heard’s Class

Dear Santa,

My dad wants a truck, a dirt
bike and a 4-wheeler.

Love,

Andres Lopez

Dear Santa,

I want an EIf on a Shelf]
and a actul elf. But I want a toy
from

‘Rudolph. Thank you Santa
from Chase.

Love,
Chase Ledesma

Dear Santa,.*

I want for Christmas a air-
plane of Dusty and a car I can
derive on, and a Lego car and
hocky game.

Love,

Vicente Samano

Dear Santa,

I wut a camo bed and I wut
a lego set and a camo pillow-
case, noo boots and noo par uv
shoos.

Love,

Ty Friddle

Dear Santa,

I onet a car and a rascar.
Love,

Ryder Antilley

Dear Santa,

I whant a Skylanders
Swamp force and a munster
truk and a iyernman too and a
pet snake.

Love,

Gaven Favor

Dear Santa,

I want a fijit, firbe, and a
zoomer. My dad wants a air-
plane. Thank you four what
you do.

Love,

Bailee Hodges

Dear Santa,

I want some basketball stuff
and a roller coaster in the back
yard.

Love,

Creed Coker

Dear Santa,

I want my 2 front teeth and
I want a tree hous, a swing set,
a robote dog, anothar thing I
want a lot a stuf. I want a tooth
piloe and a big elf on the shelf.
Thank you?

Love,

Kylee Stanfield

Dear Santa,

I want a nref gun and Sky-
landers figrs, and a lego set.
Thank you.

Merry Christmas.

Love, Jonah Duke

Dear Santa,

I want an I-Pad, press play-
dough and a zoomer. The End.
Thank you

Santa, Mere Christmas.

Love,

Reyna Alvarez

Dear Santa,

I want a pelit gun and I
will lev you milk and cookies.
Thank you Merry Christmas.

. Love,
John Cross Utiey

Dear Santa,

What are you giving me
from crimus? I who like a
cute tate bar(teddy bear) and
I who like a roodor(Rudolph)

tatedar(teddy bear) and zoom-

er and a elf on the shelf and
girls and a playset and a baby
dol.

Love,
Emily Shaver

Dear Santa,
I want an I-Pad, an elf

on the shelf, Kindle and a

Pappy(puppy).

Love,

Railee Arrieta

Dear Santa,

I want a red motorcycle,
drums, and a football. Thank
you Santa, and Merry Christ-
mas.

Love,

Gilbert Morelos

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a fone, a wii u, and a skootr. I

will leve you kooces and kar-

uts.

Love,

Kyle Adkins

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a elf on a shelf and a dog and
a cat and a notboock. Tel miss
clos I said hi.

Love,

Bailey Castorena

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a new skootr and a barbae doll.
I will leve milk and cookies
and a cairrt for the reindeer.

Love,

Taley Espinosa

Dear Santa,

‘Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a slay and a bik, a blo dart gun,
a Ipad, and a kindlfir. I will
leve the rainder a karit.

Love,

Jayden DelosRios

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a trampoline in my backyard.
Dont for get my bruthr and
sistr. I will leav you cookees.

Love,

Kaleb Herrera

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a ipad. This year I will leve you
cookies and milk.

Love,

Kamryn Jones

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a elf on a shef and a bice. Have
a safe flite.

Love,

Addysen Ledesma

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a new sniper. I also want and
ipod. Be safe on the trip. My
number is (%),

Love,

Seth Logsdon

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a dog and a bik. I love you and
your rander.

Love,

Joe Adam Morelos

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
amp3 plaer and a frubes (Fur-
by). I hope you have a grate
chrip.

Love,

Paisley Morrow

Dear Santa, .

Thank you for the presents
last year. I wuld like a airplane,
ice aje, and x bocks and a mp3
player. Sah hi to the rander.

Love, :

Jaydon Paul Perez

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like

‘a dog and a cat. I will lev milk

and cookes.
Love,

Arrianna Rubio

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year 1 would
like a cat and a toy hors and a
hamstr and a trehouse. I wil lev
you cookes.

Love,

Kaylee Silvas

Dear Santa,

‘Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a bike and a elf on a shelf and
I hope that you will have a safe
chrip. '

Love,

Savanna Smith

Dear Santa,

Thank you for the presents
last year. This year I would like
a elf on a shelf and a electric
scooter. 1 will leve you milk
and cookes.

Love,

Krystabel

Dear Santa,

KCNEWSCOURIER.COM

I have been good. Our elf
has been naughty - she cut
toilet paper and put it on the
Christmas tree. My dog Obie
has been really naughty - he
bites all over me. Pepe and
Titan have been good dogs.
Tell my elf to bring me some
books, I only have 5.1 want a

Repunzel doll, a Belle doll
and a doll house. I need some
new pants and long sleeve
shirts and shoes.

I love you!

Gabriella Martinez

Dear Santa,

I love you! I live in Knox
City, but I will be in Abilene
for Christmas. I have a hug for
you! I want an Iron Man toy
and transformers for Christ-
mas. I need some shoes and
pants also.

Your friend,

Alex

Dear Santa,

I am in Kindergarten and I
like going to school. I am six
yearsold.

Please bring me a Barbie
and a puppy. I also need some
boots,

pants, and a jacket. I am go-
ing to leave you some cookies.

Your friend,

Jaiden Alligood

Dear Santa Claus,

I am five years old. I go to
school in Knox City.

I want an remote control
car, remote control helicopter
and a guitar. I also need shoes,
socks and some new clothes. I
will leave you some cookies.

Your friend,

Christyn

Dear Santa,

lams 6 years old and I live
in Knox City. I will leave you
a snack

at my dad and meme’s
house. For Christmas I want
the game

Doggy Doo, a bike, make-

up, a swimming pool, a tram-

poline and a car that I can ride

in. I need some new yellow

cowboy boots and some new

clothes. I love you, Santa!
From,

Avery

Dear Santa,

Ilive in Knox City and I am
six years old. I am going to be
good to

my cousin Kamryn. I will
leave you some milk, cookies,
and some

presents. Please bring me
gloves, earrings, shoes, and a
bed with drawers. I would also
like a diary you can send

to other people. I also need
some new clothes and some
books. :

I Love You,

K’Lee Rae Grimsley

Dear Santa Claus,

I am six years old. I saw
you at Munday and I told
you I wanted Play Dough for
Christmas. I was happy to see

you. I still want some Play
Dough. I need

some new shoes and clothes.
I will leave you some milk and
cookies!

I love you,
Lilliana Alvarez

Dear Santa,

I would like an Iron Man
and some Lego’s for Christ-
mas. I need some new clothes,
also. I have been good this year.
I am five

years old. I live in Knox City.
I will leave you some candy.
Please remember my friends
in Kindergarten.

I love you,

Octavious

Dear Santa Claus,
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Iam five years old. I want to
look at Rudolf. I like your hat.

I want Thomas the Train
and Transformer Optimus for
Christmas. I

could also use Mario Con-
trol and Mario 3D World for
the Wii.

Thank you for the toys you
brought me last year. I still play
with them. Please remember
my friend from Kindergarten,
Octavious.

Love,

Elijah

Dear Santa Claus,

For Christmas, I would like
a Bumble Bee Truck, Trans-
formers and a Race car.I would
also like an iPad. I am 5 years
old and I go to school. Thank
you for what you brought me
last year.

Ilove you,

Mauricio Silva

Dear Santa Claus,

I live in Knox City straight
down from the red Knox
City Park. I have a dog. I go
to school in Knox City. I want
an iPad, a pool, and a puppy to
play with my other dog. I need
some new shoes, new socks,
and new clothes.

Ilove you,

Coltan Cox

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Isabelle and I
am 6 years old. I'll be a t my
grandmas for Christmas. I
will have some cookies for you.
I would like a sister or brother
for Christmas. I would also

like a pet fish and a pump-
kin. Some things I need would
be love, peace and to be 18.

I love you,
Isabelle Weaver-Lindsey

Dear Santa,

I am five years old and I go
to Kindergarten.I live in Knox
City.

I would like a baby doll crib
and a doll carrier. I need a

make-over and some mark-
ers. Please remember my
friends in Kindergarten!

Your Friend,

Tessa

Dear Santa,

I wanted to say thank you
for making people believe
in you and making me believe
in you, too. I just wanted to
ask if T can have an elf please.

Love,
Mason

KNOXCITY-OBRIEN CON.INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES INFUND BALANCE
GOVERNMENTALFUNDS
FORTHE YEARENDED AUGUST 31,2013
Data 10 Total
Control General Other Governmental
Codes Fund Funds Funds
REVENUES:
5700 Total Local and Intermediate Sources $ 1,283,385 § 104,210 $ 1,387,595
5800 State Program Revenues 1,962,470 290,385 2,252,855
5900 Federal Program Revenues 8,733 666,666 675,399
5020 Total Revenues 3,254,588 1,061,261 4,315,849
EXPENDITURES:
Current:
0011 Instruction 1,520,626 365,220 1,885,846
0012 Instructional Resources and Media Services 25,933 - 25,933
0013  Curriculum and Instructional Staff Development 13,996 2,069 16,065
0021 Instructional Leadership 4,300 170,778 175,078
0023 School Leadership 200,145 - 200,145
0031 Guidance, Counseling and Evaluation Services 44,434 158,291 202,725
0033  Health Services 232 - 232
0034 Student (Pupil) Transportation 62,229 - 62,229
0035 Food Services 4,180 195,977 200,157
0036 Extracurricular Activities 193,510 - 193,510
0041  General Administration 256,023 - 256,023
0051 Facilities Maintenance and Operations 383,765 16,599 400,364
Debt Service:
0071  Principal on Long Term Debt - 75,000 75,000
0072  Interest on Long Term Debt - 16,082 16,082
0073 Bond Issuance Cost and Fees - 32 323
Capital Outlay:
0081 Facilities Acquisition and Construction 71,169 - 71,169
Intergovernmental:
0093 Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA 78,628 81,432 160,060
0099 Other Intergovernmental Charges 38,655 - 38,655
6030 Total Expenditures 2,897,825 1,081,771 3,979,596
1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over (Under) 356,763 (20,510) 336,253
Expenditures
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES):
7915 Transfers In - 1,072 1,072
8911 Transfers Out (Use) (1,072) - (1,072)
7080 Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) (1,072) 1,072 : -
1200 Net Change in Fund Balances 355,691 (19,438) 336,253
0100 Fund Balance - September 1 (Beginning) 2,432,281 403,295 2,835,576
3000 Fund Balance - August 31 (Ending) $ 2,77187.972 $ 383,857 $ 3,171,829
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wscC representatlve David Albus stands by the Christmas Tree as he proudly holds up the
plaque he was just presented with by the United States Department of Agriculture for
the $2.7 million in funding coming into Knox County.

USDA Rural Dev. Director Mike Powell sits and explains to all the other representatives
of the Knox County Rural Water Supply Corporation why the WSC and Knox County are
receiving the funding. With the Christmas tree in the background, the business of water
transportation must be addressed even during the holiday season.

USDA

From Page 1

cans in these situations.

“We are extremely pleased
to assist in getting water to this
rural community that could use
it,” Powell said. “That is what
this program was designed to
do.”

The award is broken up into
a $1.85 million grant and a di-
rect loan of $868,000 the WSC

will use to build a domestic
water system for about 42,000
residents and will include the
installation of about 81 miles of
water line, a new storage tank
and two pumping stations.

For Brittany Coker, who has
been one of those residents
whose family has for two years
paid to have water hauled to
their home numerous times
throughout the month, it re-
ally does feel like a Christmas
miracle.

“This couldn’t have come at

L.awrence

a better time for all these resi-
dents and families who have
spent the last two years shelling
out a great deal of money and
who have written hundreds of
letters to their congressmen
and other representatives beg-
ging for just a drink of water,”
Coker said. “The water situa-
tion in West Texas will con-
tinue to worsen before it gets
better. We hope this grant will
buy us a little more time in this
continual fight against this aw-
ful drought.”

EBrothers

Munday -(940) 422-4133

By Gladene Green

Thank goodness for sunny days! After
the miserable weather of a couple of
weeks ago, these 30 and 40 degree days
seem almost like a heat wave! Just hope
the more pleasant days continue until
after the holidays, but it is December, so
one never knows what may develop over
a course of just a little while. We will just
have to wait and see.

About Our Iil

We have several in the area who are
having some pretty serious health issues
but undergoing treatment and hopefully
in a few days will begin to show improve-
ment.

Janice Tolson is in Hendrick Medical
Center in Abilene with a colon problem.
At last report, she was getting lots of
antibiotics and probably would be having
some surgery within a short while. She
had not felt well for several days, so she’s
just where she needs to be so doctors can
take care of the problem.

Mike Young came home on Saturday
from Hendrick Medical Center, where he
had been for several days before and after
having open heart surgery. He was feeling
fine, but on Sunday morning his blood
pressure dropped and after being checked
in Knox County Hospital, he was sent
back to Abilene (by helicopter, I believe)
where he still is today (Monday). No late
word on how he is doing and when he
may return home. Meanwhile, his mom,
Imagean Young is in the Knox County
Hospital with double pneumonia. She
was admitted on Sunday after feeling bad
for several days also. I talked to her today,
and she still felt mighty bad. She has IVs
and oxygen, though, so she should start to
feel better before long.

Carol Dickson is doing pretty well
according to those who have visited her.

I have not been by but am so glad to get
that encouraging report. I'm sure a card
would cheer her up, so why not take a few
minutes to send her one.

It is a busy time, but we all can make
time for our friends.

Hazel Stockton is having her share of
problems also. Doctors have not been able
to pinpoint the exact cause of why she
feels so bad but are still testing. She is
very weak and has no appetite, and that
alone can sure make anyone feel bad. All
these friends need our prayers, so please
remember them.

Christmas Program

The annual Christmas program was
Sunday night at the Baptist Church. Lots
of youngsters took part as the story of
the first Christmas was led by the supply
pastor, James Jackson and read with the
congregation taking part. Congregational
singing as the story unfolded was enjoyed
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by everyone. Preceding the Christmas
Story, Tibb Burnett recited some of his
cowboy Christmas poetry and also played
his harmonica. Then several present gave
their account of a very memorable Christ-
mas in their lives. A reception at the
Church of Christ Annex followed with
everyone enjoying cookies and punch and
a time of visiting. It was a very successful
evening.

Here 'N There

Sharon Patterson Bivens called on
Thursday and said she has recently had
open heart surgery. She had two bypasses
and is doing well now but had several
pretty uncomfortable episodes before her
problem was diagnosed. She had her sur-
gery in Lubbock, and it will be six weeks
before she can go back to work. She is a
teacher. It was good to hear from her, and
very good to hear she’s doing so well. She
also said Karson is doing pretty well also,
although he’s had a few problems as well-
- the flu and he’s still “getting over” aches
and pains caused by a bale of hay falling
on him in July. But he is doing better.

Bud Conner and I attended the annual
Christmas Party at Bud’s Cafe Sunday
night. All the employees and many of
their family members enjoyed an evening
of good food, games, gift exchanges, and
fellowship.

Jeff Conner and Brandi Jones of Lub-
bock visited briefly with his mom, Judy,
and Randolph Barnett on Sunday after-
noon.

Among the out of town relatives here
Saturday for the memorial for Carl Eng-
brock were Randy and Jane Ann Eng-
brock and Dylan, and Kathy Engbrock
Tovar and family of Wichita Falls, Ricky
Trepanier and family of O’Brien, Connie
Harvey and Sara Golden of Haskell, and
Marie Perkins, Kim Trepanier, and Joe
Trepanier of Seymour. It had been quite a
while since we had seen these folks, and it
was good to visit with them for awhile.

Lots of buyers and many “on lookers”
were here Saturday for the live estate
auction of Gloria West. Most everything
she had sold, but the house did not.
Maybe someone will come along and buy
it before long. It’s a shame for a house
like that to set vacant. They go down in a
hurry.

My sincere wish for each and everyone
of you all is for a very merry Christmas
and may 2014 be extra good to you. Just
be careful, and if you are traveling, watch
the other drivers. They may not be as
alert as they need to be, and that can
cause a problem.

MERRY CHRISTMAS from my

house to yours.

Gladene Green is the longtime Benjamin cor-
respondent for the Knox County News-Courier.

PEANUT

From Page 1

Increasing feral hog dam-
age has also been a dis-
couragement for peanut
growers, he said. A troop of
feral hogs, which is called a
sounder, can root up several
acres overnight. They may
attack the crop at all stages

of production, from plant-
ing to pegging to digging.

“Feral hogs like peanuts
for the same reason peo-
ple do,” Woodward said.
“They’re high in protein and
essential oils.”

Most Texas peanuts are
grown in the High Plains
and Rolling Plains; however,
Frio and Atascosa counties
account for 15 to 20 percent
of acres, he said. Harvesting

times for peanuts in Texas
are opposite of other crops.
Harvesting begins first in
the High Plains, followed
shortly thereafter in the
Rolling Plains.

“Central Texas is later,
and harvesting typically
concludes in South Texas,
as they can plant later,” he
said. “Overall, I would say
peanut harvest is nearly
complete.”

LYNN ELECTRIC

101 E MAIN AVE KNOX

CITY, TX 79529
(940)658-351]
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- 10 miles north of Knox
City, 3 bedroom, Cen-
tral a/c, 2 fenced lots,
cellar, barn, new metal
roof. Call (806) 254-2210
(12/19p)

Munday and Knox City
Housing Authority (Pick
up from 9-19-2013)
tfn/c

HELP WANTED

Knox County Hospital
now hiring full-time night
LVN. Contact Sheila
Kuehler at 940.657.3535.
Knox County Hospital
is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. 121913c

House for Sale-Benjamin

RIRK I geat Bstate 1

Mary Rike, Broker
mary @rikerealestate.com

415 S. First Street

Haskell, Texas 79521
940-864-2411  325-370-6572
www.rikerealestate.com

Megan Cox, Agent
megan@rikerealestate.com

John Rike, Agent
john@rikerealestate.com

1101 SE 5th St. , Knox City

3/3, two living areas, finished basement, new windows, well, patio and carport. ($104,500)

$99,500 REDUCED
409 W G, Munday
3/2, with game room. ($42,500) PENDING

811 North Munday Avenue, Munday
3/2, large Historic rock home on corner lot, original refinished wood floors,

granite counter tops. ($79,500) REDUCED

2410 CR 183, Rochester
3/2, well maintained older home on 1.56 Ac. Located at corner of CR

183 and Hwy. 6 ($59,900) SOLD
120 and 122 North Central Knox City

This is a tumkey restaurant and bar with all the equipment and supplies needed. It is located in the newly
remodeled downtown of Knox City. Please go to www.rikerealestate.com for photos. ($182,500) REDUCED

Lake Stamford, Earles Camp Road
2 bedroom, 2 bath, C/HA, new dock. ($25,000)

311 N. Fir, Munday
3/1 brick home with central heating and cooling. Immediate

possession $34,500

608 6th St., Rochester
2/2 brick home ready for new occupant.

Very Clean. (345,000 REDUCED
301 W. Oak, Goree
A classic rock with 2/1 on two lots and wood floors. ($25,000) NEW
7H Ranch
REDUCED - ($950/Ac.)
265 Ac. Cultivation
Northwest Haskell County ($825/Ac.) NEW

1131 W. Cisco, Munday
3/1 home great for a family. ($42,500) NEW

List with us, we have Buyers for all areas,
all properties and all price ranges.

Propane bills too high?
Stop feeding the pig and get Geo.

Bosch geothermal heating and cooling systems can
save you up to 70% on your home energy bills. With an
additional 30% federal tax credit, these systems are now
more affordable than ever!

Visit our site to find out
how much you can save.

& BOSCH

BoschGeo.com/PropanePig Invented forlife

NEW 2013 3500 Silverado
Cab & Chassis Trucks

*
529,900 ...

For our remaining 2013
Cab and Chassis
Reg. Cab Gasoline
Engine One Tons

800-460-6537

*Price includes all current GM rebates and allowance for light hail damage.

Go Painlessly with THERA-GESIC.

Maximum strength
analgesic creme for
temporary relief from:

¢ Joint and Muscle
soreness

e Arthritis
* Back aches

Call today to
place your ad!

L fiv

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL? SELL IT IN THE NEWS-COURIER CLASSIFIEDS!

) in great shape. News Fhe Mosile and T £
y and Knox City
HOUSE FOR SALE barn a?nd fences. Well c NAS Housing Authorities have
and City water. Please | Weelcemd | |2partments available for im-

call 325-513-4135. mediate occupancy. It the
intent of both to rent the
units to high income house-
holds when there are no
eligible low or very low in-
come applicants on the wait-
ing list. Flat rent is $200
for 0-1 bedroom units and
$250 for 2-4 bedroom units.
Income based rent may be
lower. Call Munday at 940-

Immediate opening on
6-2 shift & PRN open-
ings on various shifts
available for CNA with
State certification. RN
needs state license.
We offer a competitive
salary & benefits avail-
able for full time
employees. EOE. For
more info, please call
(940) 864-8537, or
apply in person:

Home for sale in Sey-
mour, Texas. 2 bedroom,
2 bath home. (806) 259-
1200 or (806) 204-1876.

House for Sale-Benjamin
- 10 miles north of Knox
City, 3 bedroom, Cen-
tral a/c, 2 fenced lots,
cellar, barn, new metal
roof. Call (806) 254-2210
(12/19p)

For Sale, Rent, or Rent
to own - 4 bedroom, 2
bath house on 10 acres

ALTh CAl 422-4941 or Knox City at

ADVERTISING ke REE e
WORKS! g
AIRUNE — JYINE || “coorbmator s

CAREERS
BEGIN HERE

Become an Aviation Mechanic. '
FAA approved training. Financial aid if qualified —
Housing available. Job placement assistance

CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Dallas - 800-475-4102
or Houston - 800-743-1392

Long term care facility seeks experienced LVN w/thorough
understanding of MDS, detail oriented and able to meet
deadlines. Excellent communication “people” skills
necessary. Competitive salary & benefits available for full
time employees. EOE. For more information, please call our
Administrator, 940-864-8537, or apply
HASKELL HEALTH CARE CENTER,

1504 North First St, Haskell

E)g’glRIENSCE Calcet®is designed to help
W mUtng OI,? 2an | | Stop low calcium leg cramps.
e A Just ask your pharmacist.

Local.roads are overwhelmed Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
with oil field trucks. Law en- Popeme S e i e
forcement says these trucks SRR, il G
pose a danger to normal traffic. B Crfed Pl Iy e Law ad O
We represent local people hurt ™" “No Fee FOR FIRsTVISIT
ON, Tl

by these dangerous trucks. sl R :
Call us for professional insight. J:{e]o = Yo M 1:0]53

www.YourCarWreck.com

Petite Tablet
vith More Calcium
& Vitamin D3

PHARMACAL

E Mission

We'll come to you.
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TexSCAN Week of NOW HIRING: West Texas oil field service ACREAGE REPO with septic tank, pool, pier,
company. On24-hour call. Great pay, com- ramp. Owner finance. Granbury 1-210-422-3013
December 15, 2013 pany housing for singles & families. Call AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake

ADOPTIONS

1-432-943-8400 to request an application. rq Ry and manufactured housing OK! Guar-
PREGNANT? CHOOSING ADOPTION? www.monahansnipple-up.com anteed financing with 10% down. Lots starting

Loving, single woman awaits first child. MISCELLANEOUS as low as $6900. Call Josh, 1-903-878-7265

Joyful, s..table. home pr'omised. Educatiqn, SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4897.00. Make LOOKING TO SALE land? Reach over
travel, financial security. Expenses paid. 404 save money with your own bandmill.Cut 2-million readers for one low price in the
Contact Deborah, toll-free 1-855-779-3699. |ymber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Texas Statewide Advertising Network.

DRIVERS

BEST LEASE PURCHASE in the industry

with 99¢/gallon diesel fuel, $100 weekly

bonus, new trucks, top pay and great gAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB Alert for

Approved by Arthritis Foundation. Thera-

or www.drivedhml.com

SAFE TUBS

Free information/DVD, www.NorwoodSawmills. Contact this newspaper or call 1-800-749-

com 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N 4793 for more detail.

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH
or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down,
($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90-days same as cash,
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED now! Lean to peutic jets with less than 4-inch step-in. MULE DEER, rough canyons and
drive for Werner Enterprises. Earn $800 per Wide door, anti-slip floors, American made, draws, 291+ acres, Brewster County,
week. No experience needed. Get your CDL installation included. Call 1-888-960-2587 d€er, birds, and javelina, $85,918, low
and pre-hire now. 1-888-734-6710 for $750 Off. down, owner financed. 1-210-734-4009.

www.westerntexasland.com.
EXPERIENCED FLATBED DRIVERS TRAINING
VACATION

Regional opportunities now open with plenty AIRLINE CAREERS beqin here. Becom
of freight and great pay. 1-800-277-0212 or an Aviation Maintenancg Techni;:ian. FAX WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake

driveforprime.com approved training.Financial aid if qualified. Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina.

JOIN AVERITT TODAY! Dedicated Housing available, job placement assis- Rooms fully fumished! Gated community with
CDL-A drivers get full-benefits and steady tance. Call Aviation Institute of Mainte- clubhouse, swimming pool and boat ramps.
hometime. 1-855-430-8869. Apply online: nance. Dallas:1-800-475-4102 or Houston: Call for more information: 1-903-878-7265,

AverittCareers.com, EOE

1-800-743-1392

1-936-377-3235 or 1-830-460-8354

OWNER OPERATORS: $3,500 holiday bonus! MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES Needed!
Home weekends & throughout the week. Become a medical office assistant now!
Dedicated, year ‘round recession-proof freight. Online job training gets you ready. Job
1-year driving experience & CDL ClassA. Con- placement when program completed. Call
tact Ty 1-866-478-9977. DriveForCardinal.com for details! 1-888-368-1638; ayers.edu/

PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE OTR drivers, disclosures.com.

APU equipped, pre-pass, EZ-pass, passen- YOU CAN BECOME an expert in HVAC
ger policy. 2012 and newer equipment. 100% installation and repair. Pinnacle Career Insti-
NO touch. Butler Transport 1-800-528-7825; tute Online HVAC education in as little as
12-months. Call us today: 1-877-651-3961 or
go online: www.HVAC-Online-Education.com

West Region Only....... 5250

Supervisors, Managers, Roughnecks, Derricks. ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/
Experience preferred but willing to train. Must Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, RV, MH
have valid-driver's license. Pre-employment or house OK only $830 down, $235 month
testing. Email: dean@rapidrodservice.com or (12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing, more
information call 1-830-460-8354

www.butlertransport.com

justin@rapidrodservice.com

HELP WANTED

RAPID ROD SERVICE Now hiring all positions.

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

Statewide Ad............... $550

290 Newspapers, 905,076 Circulation

North Region Only.....5250

94 Newspapers, 301,619 Circulation

South Region Only.....$250

100 Newspapers, 391,741 Circulation

96 Newspapers, 211,716 Circulation

To Order: Call this Newspaper

direct, or call Texas Press Service
at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

IWRECK CARS. AND LIVES |


http://www.rikerealestate.com
http://www.drive4hml.com
http://www.butlertransport.com
http://www.monahansnipple-up.com
http://www.NorwoodSawmills
http://www.HVAC-Online-Education.com
mailto:dean@rapidrodservice.com
mailto:justin@rapidrodservice.com
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http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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Members of the youth group at St. Joseph'’s Catholic Church in Rhineland last week presented "The Bethlehem Project..”

St. Joe’s youth perform re-telling of age-old

RHINELAND — St. Joseph’s Youth
presented “The Bethlehem Project” to a
packed audience on the evening of Dec.

11. Forty-four youth participated in the’

play with an additional 24 pre-K & K stu-
dents singing Christmas songs prior to the
play. Practices started in early November

for the cast and sponsors, Robert and Ja-
net Dillard.

“The Bethlehem Project featured the tra-
ditional Christmas story but with a fresh
twist that provided both fun and life rel-
evance for kids. The Bethlehem Kids and
the Shepherd Kids don’t get along until

they find the Savior. The musical begins
with lots of humor and colorful characters
but moves to a pointed message of love,
salvation and reconciliation. It includes a
wide variety of fun music styles: contem-
porary, country, 1950s rock ‘n’ roll, rap and
more. There are fresh treatments of tradi-
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tional carols along with new songs.
Following the program, was a reception
with homemade Christmas candies and
cookies.
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