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Local sales tax collections up 9 percent
By Wayne Hodgin
The Knox County News-Courier

Collective sales tax col­
lections for Knox County’s 
four municipalities were 
up a little more than 9 per­
cent last month compared 
to February 2012, accord­
ing to information recently 
released by the state comp­
troller’s office.

The city of Goree saw the 
most increase — percent­
age-wise — at nearly 200 
percent. Total collections 
for Goree last month were 
$1,309 compared to $439 
compared to the same pe­
riod last year. Compared to 
January collections, howev­
er, revenue was down more 
than 28 percent.

Collections for the city

Census: Oil, 
gas boom drives 
population
By Wayne Hodgin
The Knox County News-Courier

The population of Knox and 
Haskell counties grew from 
April 2010 to July 2012, ac­
cording to U.S. Census esti­
mates released last week, a trend 
that follows that in or near the 
Great Plains and West Texas.

Census estimates released 
March 13 show Knox County 
grew steadily from 3,719 peo­
ple to 3,789 during that period. 
Haskell County’s population 
saw growth, but in a more roll­
er-coaster effect: from 5,899 in 
July 2010 to 5,974 in July 2011 
and then down to 5,901 in July 
2012.

Not unexpectedly. Midland 
was the fastest-growing metro 
area over the July 1, 2011, to 
July 1,2012, period in the Unit­
ed States, with its population 
increasing 4.6 percent. Adja­
cent Odessa ranked fifth over­
all, Austin-Round Rock was 
seventh, while two areas in Wy­
oming (Casper and Cheyenne), 
along with Manhattan, Kan., 
and Bismarck, N.D., were also 
among the 20 fastest-growing 
metropolitan areas.

“After a long period of out­
migration, some parts of the 
Great Plains- from just south 
of the Canadian border all the 
way down to West Texas - are

Wayne Hodgin/The Knox County News-Courier 
Workers with Banner Well Service of Rule and 
Reliable Well Service of Wichita Falls measure pipe 
at a rig site in Haskell County recently. According to 
U.S. Census officials, the oil ad gas boom in West 
Texas has led to a population increase in certain ar­
eas.

of Munday were up more 
than 5 percent at $12,324 
compared to $11,704 in 
February 2011. Compared 
to January collections, Feb­
ruary’s receipts were down 
more than 32 percent.

Total collections for 
Knox City were up more 
than 8 percent last month 
at $20,691 compared to 
$19,110 over the same pe­

riod last year. Compared to 
January collections, howev­
er, revenue was down nearly 
21 percent.

The city of Benjamin col­
lected about 10 percent less 
sales tax money than it did 
last year at $890 compared 
to $997 last February. Com­
pared to January collections, 
sales tax receipts were down 
about 55 percent.

Comparing year-to-year 
allocations, the combined 
sales tax collections for all 
four municipalities are up 
more than 8 percent over 
2011 allocations. Payments 
to date in 2013 are $124082 
compared to $114,548 in 
2012.

Statewide, total sales tax

See SALES TAX, Page 4

Purple Heart found

experiencing rapid population 
growth,” said Thomas Mesen- 
bourg, spokesman for the U.S. 
Census Bureau. “There are 
probably many factors fueling 
this growth on the prairie, but 
no doubt the energy boom is 
playing a role. For instance, the 
Permian Basin and North Da­
kota accounted for almost half 
of the total U.S. growth in firms 
that mine or extract oil and gas, 
during a recent one-year pe­
riod.”

Knox County Judge Travis 
Floyd sdd while the population 
spurt may not seem like much 
to those outside West Texas, it’s 
a boon here at home.

“Seventy people is nothing to 
scoff at,” Floyd said. “That’s a lot 
of people for right here in Knox 
County.”

Floyd attributed the growth 
not only to the oil and gas in­
dustry, but also the transmission 
line industry.

“People are coming here and 
patronizing our businesses and 
some are buying homes, rent­
ing homes and apartments and 
mobile home spaces,” he said. 
“But while the trend looks good 
right now, we really need to be 
careful how we interpret those 
numbers. Just like the oil and 
gas industry, the transmission 
line workers could be here one 
week and gone the next.”

Photos by Hanaba Munn Welch
The image of Mary Jane Young, Wichita Brazos Museum curator, reflects in the 
polished red granite of the Knox County Veterans Memorial. The monument 
carries the name of Robert Alvin Bates, a Knox County serviceman who died 
in World War II. Bates’ name made the news recently when his Purple Heart 
medal turned up on a street in Bakersfield, Calif., and researchers subsequently 
located his niece in Texas.

Once-lost Purple Heart 
is reuniting family

By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Knox County News-Courier

A lost and found Purple Heart earned by 
a Knox County serviceman is putting some 
members of his family in touch with each 
other decades after his death. I t’s a story 
that’s still unfolding.
Robert Alvin Bates, pharmacist mate third 
class in the U. S. Navy, died on the USS Ari­
zona in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 

Dec. 7,1941. Posthumously, Bates earned 
the Purple Heart, a medal that would have 
been given by the military to his family.

A story last week in the Wichita Falls 
Times Record News told how Bates’ medal 
had been found recently along a street in Ba­
kersfield, Calif, and turned over to a Veterans 
of Foreign Wars post.

The VFW post with the medal contacted 
Ken Hooper, a Bakersfield historian, teacher

and archivist. Hooper worked with his stu­
dents to track down Bates’ history and exist­
ing family.

Mihtary records listed L. Griffin of Ka- 
may as Bates’ next of kin. Hooper, noting the 
location, called the Times Record News. In 
pursuit of the story, the newspaper engaged 
a local genealogist, Julie Coley, to learn more 
about Bates and to locate relatives.

Ultimately, Coley found Kris Wilson, 
resident of Edom, and a daughter of the late 
Herbert Bates, Robert Alvin Bates’ younger 
brother. Wilson said her father had idolized 
his older brother and had followed in his 
steps by joining the Navy.

The Bakersfield connection would seem to 
be via Herbert Bates, whose military service 
led him to Bakersfield. It was there Herbert 
Bates met his future wife.

Questions remain unanswered and perhaps
See PURPLE HEART, Page 2

Local Catholics pray for new pope
By Wayne Hodgin
The Knox County News-Courier

Catholics in and around 
Knox County rejoiced with 
the estimated 1.2 billion oth­
er members of the Catholic 
Church throughout the world 
last week as Argentine Cardi­
nal Jorge Mario Bergoglid* was 
elected the 266th pope and took 
the name Francis.

The election March 13 came 
on the second day and fifth bal­
lot of the conclave.

The 76-year-old pontiff is 
the first pope in history to 
come from the Western Hemi­
sphere, the first non-European 
to be elected in almost 1,300 
years and the first from a Latin 
American county, just to name 
a few.

Monsignor Stephen Berg, 
who is serving as interim lead­
er for the Catholic Diocese of 
Fort Worth, which oversees the 
Catholic churches in both Knox 
City and Rhineland, called on 
all people within the diocese to 
pray for the new pontiff.

“I ask aU people within the 
Diocese of Fort Worth to join 
me in a prayer of thanksgiving 
for God’s goodness in giving us 
Pope Francis,” Berg said. “We 
ask the Holy Spirit pour out 
his blessing and assistance upon 
him and us, for the good of the 
entire Church.”

The Catholic Diocese of Fort 
Worth is composed of 710,000 
Catholics ffi 89 parishes in the 
28 counties of North Texas.

Francis’ humble background 
surely will resonate not only

with Hispanic parishioners 
around the world, but also those 
in the Fort Worth diocese, Berg 
said.

“We look forward to Pope 
Francis leading all Cathblics 
and people of good wiU, in cel­
ebration of God’s greatest gift 
to mankind, the death and res­
urrection of Jesus Christ his son, 
during the Easter observances 
to come,” Berg said.

The Most Rev. Placido Ro­
driguez, bishop of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Lubbock, 
which oversees a 62-county 
area as far east as HaskeU, said 
the symbolism surrounding the 
new pontiff choosing to take the 
name Francis, after St. Francis 
of Assisi, also was not going un-

See POPE, Page 2

Photo courtesy of the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth 
Pope Francis I greets well-wishers gath­
ered in Vatican Square after the announce­
ment he had been named successor to 
Pope Benedict XVI.

75  CENTS

Knox Notes
Events are listed free  of 
charge for nonprofit civic  
organizations, schools and 
com m unity events. Submit 
listings a t least tw o'w eeks  
ahead of the d a te . Listings 
w ill run through the date  of 
the  event. Em ailed submis­
sions are p re ferred  to kc- 
new scourier@ gm ail.com .

O n e-A ct fu n d y

The Knox C ity High School 
dram a d epartm ent w ill have 
a d in n e r-th e a te r fundraiser 
March 25 a t the  high school. 
Tickets cost $8 fo r adults  
and $5 fo r ch ild ren . A taco  
dinner w ill be served from  
5:30 to 7 p .m ., and the  
show w ill begin at 7:30 p .m . 
Takeout p lates ava ilab le . 
Students also are selling  
handcrafted  KCHS m eta l 
keychains fo r $7. All pro­
ceeds b en e fit the one-act 
play production. For in fo r­
m ation , ca ll the high school 
a t 940-657-3565 or em ail 
te rra .m a rtin e z@ e s c 9 .n e t.

C h am ber b an q u et
The annual Knox City Cham­
ber of Commerce banquet 
w ill be a t 6 p .m . April 6 at 
the  Knox City Comm unity  
Center. Guest speaker w ill 
be Donnell Brown of Throck­
m orton, fo rm er s tate  and 
national FFA president. For 
in fo rm ation , contact Gail 
Nunn a t 658-3442 or em ail 
kccham ber@ srcaccess.net.

R e tire d  te a ch e rs
The Knox County Retired  
Teachers organization  w ill 
m eet a t 2 :30 p .m . in the  
fellow ship  hall a t First Bap­
tis t Church of O ’ Brien, 904 
Grand C entral Ave. Guest 
speaker w ill be Knox County 
S heriff Dean Homstad. All 
members and prospective  
mem bers are encouraged  
to a tte n d . For in fo rm ation , 
contact Daniel Sloan at 
dsns@srcaccess.net.

Mom Prom  fu n d y
The th ird  annual Camo 
Chicks Mom Prom benefiting  
the  local Am erican Cancer 
S ociety ’s Relay for L ife w ill 
be from  8 p .m . to m idnight 
A pril 6 a t the  Macias B all­
room in H askell. T ickets  
cost $20. No one younger 
than 18 w ill be a llow ed . La­
dies, pull out your old prom 
dresses and jo in  the  fun.
For in fo rm ation , contact 
B etty  Enriquez at 864-2391  
or Stacia Leach a t 864-8138.

Bone m arrow  
re g istry
The Seymour High School 
Student Council is holding a 
bone m arrow reg istry drive  
at the  c ity ’s annual Ag Day 
from  9 a .m . to 3 p .m . April 
9 a t the  C liff  Styles Build­
ing a t the  rodeo grounds. 
The drive is through the Be 
the  Match organization  and 
the  Oklahom a/Texas Blood 
In s titu te . For in fo rm ation , 
contact Sunday McAdams at 
Sunday. mcadams@seymour- 
isd .n e t or 940-889-2947 . 
More in fo rm ation  on the  
drive can be found at mar- 
row.org.

Class reu n io n
The Munday High School 
class of 1978 w ill c e leb ra te  
its 35th reunion July 6.
The agenda w ill include a 
golf tou rn am ent, good food 
and a live band. Any money 
raised w ill go to scholar­
ships. Expect more in fo rm a­
tion as plans take  shape.

Corrections
An editorial appearing on 
page 2 of last week’s News- 
Courier stated no government* 
entity  in Knox County posts 
meeting agendas online. How­
ever, Knox City ISD board of 
trustee meeting agendas are 
posted at knoxcityschools.net.

If you spot an error of fact, contact 
Editor Wayne Hodgin at kcnewscou- 
rier@gmail.com.

News on the go
Use your 
smartphone to 
scan the quick  
response, or 
Oft, code to 
visit us online.
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Letters to the Editor
Mechanic stands behind work

A recent visit to an auto mechanic has caused me to stop 
and take notice that there are still reputable, honest, reliable, 
dependable individuals in this old world.

I had to return my vehicle to an auto mechanic because the 
part he placed in it (a year ago) had failed.

This failure was no fault of his, but he stood behind his 
work, repaired my vehicle, at no charge to me.

Thank you, Jeff Searcey, for being an honest, upright indi­
vidual who has pride, honor and dignity in your work.

Kudos to you and your establishment at Automotive Plus!

PAM  and GREG OLIVER
Knox City

aqim
MENUS FOR MARCH 25TH TO MARCH 29TH

MONDAYMARCH 25TH
LASAGNA
ROASTED BRUSSEL SPROUTS 
SALAD
GARLIC BREAD 
PEARS

TUESDAYMARCH 26TH
TACO/CORN C H IP SALAD 
SEASONED CORN 
PEACH COBBLER

WEDNESDAYMARCH 27TH
ROAST TURKEY/DRESSING 
SEASONED BROCCOLI 
WALDORF SALAD 
W H O LE W HEAT ROLLS 
CRANBERRY SQUARE

THURSDAYMARCH 28TH
SLOPPY JO E ON A BUN 
COUNTRY POTATO SALAD 
CARROTS/ZUCHINNI 
CREAMY FRUIT SQUARE

FRIDAYMARCH 29TH
CLOSED-GOOD FRIDAY.
HAPPY EASTER TO  EVERYONE.

COM E EAT W IT H  US AND SUPPORT YOUR AGING 
CENTER PROGRAM.

PLEASE CALL IN YOUR ORDERS BY 10 A.M. TO  
657-3618

ORDERS CANT BE TAKEN AFTER 10 A.M. AND 
NEED TO BE PICKED UP AFTER 11 A.M.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church/
Rhineland

St. Joseph’s will experience the loving intimacy o f  Holy  
Thursday, the stark sorrow, failure, and loss o f Good Friday, 
the rich m ystery o f  the Easter Vigil, and the exultant joy  o f 
Easter.

March 28 HOLY THURSDAY
6:00 PM THE EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S 
SUPPER
(The washing of the feet, the presentation of 
Holy Oils, the procession of The Blessed Sacrament to 
the special altar and keeping vigil in the Church until 
Midnight)
(Santa Rosa/Knox Citv: 7:30 Mass-Washing 
of the feet)

March 29 GOOD FRIDAY

6:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
6:30 PM The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
(Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, and 
Holy Communion)
(Santa Rosa/Knox Citv: 7:30 n.m.J

March 30 HOLY SATURDAY

8:30 PM Easter Vigil:
(Blessing of the Fire, Procession with the Paschal 
Candle, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of Baptism, 
Renewal of the Baptismal vowels. Confirmation 
and Liturgy of the Eucharist.)

March 31 EASTER SUNDAY

9:00 AM MASS (Celebration of the Resurrection of 
the" Lord)

(Santa R<m*nox « ty : 11:00 AJM. Mass)

IlAPPY EASTER -
CHRIST IS RISEN-ALLELUIA

PU R PLE H EAR T
From Page 1

always will about how the 
medal ended up lost or aban­
doned on the street. But the 
quest for information already 
has put Wilson in touch 
with some relatives and has 
helped her put together 
missing pieces of family his­
tory, something she’d strug­
gled with for 20 years with 
little success until the recent 
episode. Her uncle’s medal 
is destined to end up in her 
hands; she plans to give it 
to her brother Mark, who 
served in the U. S. Marines.

Meanwhile, the Robert 
Alvin Bates story caught 
the attention of Mary Jane 
Young, curator of the Wichi­
ta Brazos Museum and Cul­
tural Center in Benjamin. 
Bates’ name was familiar 
to her. I t ’s etched onto the 
Knox County Veterans M e­
morial across from the court­
house square.

Young also had Bates’ 
name at her fingertips in a 
museum record book con­
taining information about 
the veterans listed on the 
monument. Bates’ page 
doesn’t have a picture, and 
the information is minimal, 
but it fills in a few more 
blanks in the story. Essen­
tially, it holds a letter from 
former Goree school teacher 
Eva Warren, now deceased. 
Her letter sheds some light 
on his background:

“Robert Alvin Bates, 
my cousin, was born and 
raised in the Hefner com­
munity. He later moved to 
W ichita Falls and entered 
the service there. He went 
down on the USS Arizona 
in World War II .”

Warren enclosed a do­
nation for the monument 
and expressed best wishes 
for the project, signing her 
name and giving an address

Photos by Hanaba Munn Welch 

Volunteer worker Geraldine Tomanek, left, and Mary 
Jane Young, museum curator, exchange looks of in­
terest and amazement as they look at a recent news­
paper story about a Knox County man whose Purple 
Heart, lost and found, launched a research effort to 
discover his past. At the Wichita Brazos Museum in 
Benjamin, Robert Alvin Bates has his own page in 
the museum's record book of Knox County war vet­
erans. Bates, who once lived at Hefner, died on the 
USS Arizona.

in Honey Grove. The letter 
is from about 2001.

Warren died in 2011 at 
age 96. An online obituary 
posted by Cooper-Sorrells 
Funeral Home in Honey 
Grove summarizes her life, 
mentioning that she taught 
school both in Hefner and 
Goree, where she retired in 
1978. Warren is buried at 
Goree Cemetery in Goree.

Attempts to contact 
W ilson about the W ar­
ren family connection and 
to let her know her uncle, 
Robert Alvin Bates, has 
not been forgotten in Knox 
County were under way at 
press time.

Anyone with informa­
tion that might be of inter­

est to W ilson is encouraged 
to contact the News-Cou­
rier at 940-422-5350 or 
kcnewscourier@gmail.com.

The Times Record 
News story mentions that 
Bates’ parents were John 
and Lonie Bates. They di­
vorced, and Lonie Bates 
married a man named 
Griffin. They were living 
in Kamay when Pearl H ar­
bor came under attack and 
Bates lost his life on the 
Battleship Arizona.

His name is on the USS 
Arizona Memorial, but 
with two mistakes — his 
first name spelled “Tobert” 
instead of “Robert” and his 
home state listed as Indi­
ana instead ofTexas.

Thank you for reading! PO PE
From Page 1

Dear Family and Friends,
We would like to say THANK YOU to everyone who has 
helped us during this difficult journey we have been on. 
We appreciate everyone who drove Cathy to treatments, 
and brought food for our nourishment. A special thank 
you to Debbie Pankhurst for setting up the CareCalendar. 
Words cannot express how grateful we are for your cards, 
visits, phone calls, love, support, encouragement, and 
prayers. We are so blessed to have such wonderful people 
in our lives.

Thanks again,
Richard and Cathy Albus 
Jason, Angela and Ashlynn Young 
Alan and Sondra Albus

Harris Exterminating Service

Termite, Rodent & Insect Control 
Pre-treatment For Termites 

Weed Control & Lawns 
Soil Sterilization

P.O . Box 54
Seymour, Texas 76380

Gary Harris - Owner 
Office 9 4 0 -8 8 8 -3 1 2 1

F i r s t  B 0p t i s t  C h i s m ^

220 South 5th Ave. 
Munday, TX 76731 

P: 940-422-4559 
Pastor Shane Kendrix

Service Times:
Sunday

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

W ednesday
Awanas, Pre-K to 6th grade: 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Youth: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

noticed.
“St. Francis rejected his 

fortune and embraced pov­
erty,” he said. “During his 
time in Europe he gathered 
any followers and led many 
people to God because of his 
simplicity, his poverty and his 
spirituality.

“These are the qualities 
we see in Pope Francis, and 
I think because of his back­
ground he’ll re-energize the 
Catholic base while bringing 
many new believers into the 
fold.”

The excitement also was 
being felt among parishio­
ners of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Rhineland.

Bernadette Moore, a mem­
ber of St. Joseph’s said she’s 
enjoyed seeing the new pope 
mix with people.

“He seems so common,” 
she said. “He goes out and 
he greets the crowd instead 
of riding behind bullet-proof 
glass.”

Deacon Jim Novak, who 
serves as the pastoral admin­
istrator for the Cathohc Dio­
cese of Fort Worth in Bay­
lor and Knox counties, said 
the atmosphere surrounding 
the election of Pope Francis 
couldn’t have come at a better 
time for the Catholic Church.

“It’s almost like new life ha§ 
been breathed back into the 
Catholic Church and given 
it a spirit of new evangeliza­
tion,” Novak said.

The new pope choosing to 
take his papal name after St. 
Francis of Assisi is symbolic, 
Novak said, of what he thinks 
wiU be a spiritual awakening 
among the nations with some 
of the world’s poorest people.

“We’ve already seen him 
go out of his way to show the 
world just how normal

Subscribe to the 
Knox County 
News Courier 

today!

mailto:kcnewscourier@gmail.com
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Wayne Hodgin/The Knox County News-Courier

Abilene-based author Bill 
Neal signs a copy of one 
of his books for Nelwyn 
Beakley of Rule on Sunday 
at the Haskell County Li­
brary in Haskell as Neal’s 
wife Gayla, center, looks on. 
One of Neal’s tomes, “Get­
ting Away W ith Murder on 
the Texas Frontier,” includes 
stories about Knox County 
included in a chapter called, 
“Murder and Mayhem at the 
Knox County Courthouse.” 
Neal, a longtime prosecu­
tor and defense attorney for

SA LES  TA X
From Page 1

collections for December 
were $2.17 billion, up 9.4 
percent compared to D e­
cember 2011.

“Sales tax revenues con­

tinue to grow, but at a more 
moderate pace compared 
to recent months,” State 
Comptroller Susan Combs 
said. “The latest increase 
was led by receipts from the 
construction and restaurant 
sectors. Collections from 
other major sectors such as

oil and natural gas-related 
businesses and manufactur­
ing remain at high levels.” 

Local sales tax allocations 
totaling $531.3 million will 
be sent out this month to 
cities, counties, transit sys­
tems and special purpose 
taxing districts — an in­

crease of about 12.2 percent 
compared to last year, ac­
cording to the comptroller’s 
office.

On the web
For details of local sales 

tax allocations, visit the 
state comptroller’s website 
at window.state.tx.us.

LOCAL SALES TAX ALLOCATIONS
Local sales tax allocations for the month of February 2013 compared with the same month last year.

both the 46th and 50th Ju­
dicial Districts, spent count­
less hours combing through 
court records for research. 
The book touches on noto­
rious killings and celebrates 
trials throughout the Baylor, 
Cottle, Foard, Hardeman, 
King, Knox and Wilbarger 
counties throughout the late 
19th and early 20th centu­
ries. This book and others are 
available for purchase online 
from the Texas Tech Univer­
sity Press website at ttupress. 
org.

City

Benjamin 
Goree 
Knox City 
Munday 
County Total

Rate

1.500%
2.000%
2.000%
2.000%

Net Payment 
This Period

889.58
1,308.62
20,691.09
12,323.53
35,212.82

Comperable 
Payment 
Prior Year

% Change 2013
Payments to 
Date

2012
Payments to 
Date

%
Change

997.12 -10.78% 3,600.94 3,976.90 -9.45%
439,02 198.07% 3,978.58 4,766.46 -16.52%
19,110.17 8.27% 71,793.82 64,051.77 12.08%
11,704.34 5.29% 44,708.41 41,752.41 7.07%
32,250.65 9.18% 124,081.75 114,547.54 8.32%

Cooking event highlights quilt show

County burn ban lifted
The Knox County News-Courier

C ounty Judge Travis Floyd has issued an order that 
lifts the countywide ban on outdoor fires.

The order to rescind the ban notes county commis­
sioners adopted an order prohibiting outdoor burning 
Dec. 10 and states “the Knox County Judge has deter­
mined that the circumstances that required the order 
no longer exist.”

The order lifting the ban went into effect at 2 p.m. 
Feb. 28.

NEWS-COURIER

Special to the News-Courier

G O R EE — The 2013 Knox Coun­
ty Cotton Pickin’ Q uilt Show and 
Cookin’ Show was Feb. 23 at the 
Knox Prairie Events Center. Visitors 
were present from as far away was 
San Antonio and El Paso. Ninety- 
nine quilts were presented this year 
at the quilt show.

About 200 people attended this 
year. There were 29 vendors present 
this year.

The Best of Show for quilts was 
awarded to Carol Dickson from Ben­
jamin. This is award is voted on by 
the visitors at the quilt show.

The cooking demonstrations were 
a big hit this year as County Agent 
Lorrie Coop prepared and demon­
strated “Dinner Tonight” and H& R 
Organic Farms presented “The

Health Benefits of Eating Organic” 
and talked about their hydroponic 
and organic farming in Rhineland.

The cooking competition this year 
was homemade fruit or nut pies. First 
place was Glenna Decker with a raisin 
rum apple pie with toasted almonds. 
Second place was won by 17-year-old 
Kelsie Hobert with a German choco­
late pecan pie. The competition and 
judging was under the direction of 
Coop.

Three Gringos and a Wood Shop 
of Knox City donated a beautifully 
handmade hall tree for the quilt show 
raffle this year. The winner of the hall 
tree was Vickie Huffman.

The Cotton Pickin’ Q uilt Show 
and Cookin’ Show is held each year 
on the last Saturday in February. 
Next year’s cooking competition will 
be cupcakes.

I 1 L . ▼ ▼ ^  W  I X I ^  I X
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Submitted photo 
Benjamin resident Carol Dickson 
stands with the quilt that won 
Best of Show during the annu­
al Cotton Pickin’ Quilt Show in 
Goree. The award is voted on by 
visitors to the annual event.
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R ve Star Construction
940-657-4777 940-657-3483 «o-256-23S7 c™—

• Roustabout Crews
• Pipe/ Casing Drifting 
•Poly Pipe Retriever/ 
Layout Trailer
• All Types of Fencing

• Cement W xk
• Fiberglass Repairs
• Dump Tnreks
• Baddroes 
•Hotshots

• Welding (Shop or 
Mobile) .
• Generators and Light 
Plants
• Porta-Johns

Cell Numbers 
Services

• Haul Tmck
• Trash Trailers
• Pit Lining
• Rental Equipment
• Pipe Trailers and Floats
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www.citizensbank-texas.com

(940) 658-3527 
110 North 2nd St. 
Knox City, Texas
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Lynn Elecbric 
Mobor Co., Inc.
1011 Main Sb., Knox Ciby 

940-658-3511 
TECL # 18951/ 58587KPT

Lewis Paint & Body Shop
"In Loving Memory of Sterling Lewis"

CLINT LEWIS
O w n er INTEI^ArB'BATTERIES

WE TAKE T H E M S T S O irr  OF ACCIDEHTS

(9/iO) 658-3342
106 North 2nd 

Knox City, Texas 79529

Excellence Since 1952

Shortes, INC.
i  Complete Oilfield 
^ Construction

\  Knox County
Hospital District

Vt/u* lea-m

658-3576

Knox County Hospital 
Munday Clinic /  Knox 
County Hospital Clinic 
Knox County Home 
Care
Knox County EMS 
Seymour Medical, INC.
Knox County Pharmacy & Supply 
Munday Nursing Center
Physical Therapy /  Speech Therapy /  Cardiac Rehab

940.657.3535 • 940.657.5521
www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com

PBHOILFIELD
SUPPLY

Charilie Pierce & Michael Bartley

940- 658-3559

PENMAN
S E R V I C E S  L T D  

9 4 0 - 6 5 8 - 3 5 1 3

CITY MOTEL
RV Park & Restaurant 

On-Site - D ipak & H ansa940-658-3541
Air An. INC.

Complete Aerial Applications yyfOjCiiC and Helicopter Service

’'* "^ "^ ^ 9 4 0 -6 5 8 -3 7 4 4

SUPPLY
HOUSE940-658-3389

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211
Fax (940) 658-5509 ( )
MobUe (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital • 
Liability • Workers Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment

P.O Box 99 • 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099
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http://www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com
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Coach o f th e  Year -  S tephanie Bearden, Crowell 

M V P - Jasmine Sillemon, Sr, Crowell 

O ff M V P - Madison Tem pleto n , Jr Harrold  

D ef M VP -  Kaitlyn Riddle, Sr, Crowell 

N ew com er- M akaylie S teele, Fr, Knox City 

l^ T e a m

Kaney Rhodes, Sr, Crowell 

Chasity Tolson, Sr, Knox City 

Destiny M arsh, Sr, Crowell 

A m ber N u tter, Sr Chlllicothe 

Leighten Pepper, So, Knox City

2 Team

Kinsey Rhodes, So, Crowell 

Bree McKay, Jr Harrold  

Blair Wilkinson Jr, Northside  

Jessica Chaves, Jr, Northside  

Trebby Thrush, Jr, ChiHicothe

Th e  Proud Sponsors of 
the Knox C ity  Greyhounds

Lynn  E le c tr ic  M o to r CO ., INC.
1011 Main St. • (940) 658-3511 

S cott Lynn
TECL#18951/58587KPT

Bill S tew art Insurance  
Services

0  (940) 658-3211 • M (940-256-2394 
700 E. Main Street

Five Star 
Construction

(940) 657-4777 • (940) 657-3483

Penman 
Services LTD

658-3513

S k y r e y  O i l f i e l d  &  

C o n s t r u c t i o n
307 South Central • 940-256-0058

B u d ’s  C afe
709 East Main Street 

(940)658-5100

J e r e m y  E a t o n  

E q u i p m e n t  S e r v i c e s

P u m p e r s  S u p p l y  

&  E q u i p m e n t

658-3260

Knox County Hospital 
District

(940) 657-3535 or (940) 657-5521 
www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com

Abundant Life 
Christian Feilowship

Knox City, TX

S p o n s o r  t h e  

G r e y h o u n d s !  

C a l l  9 4 0 - 4 2 2 - 5 3 5 0  

f o r  m o r e  i n f o !

http://www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com
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Munday CISD to add 
assistant band director

The
Which memories will last a lifetime?

By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Knox County News-Courier

An assistant band director will join the 
staff of Munday Consolidated Indepen­
dent School District next year.

Trustees acted on the recommendation 
of Superintendent Robert Dillard and the 
request of band director Trey Singleton to 
add the position. The board made the de­
cision unanimously after meeting in an ex­
ecutive session to discuss personnel mat­
ters. No other personnel action followed 
the closed session.

“Thank you very much for adding that 
position,” Singleton told the board. “I t ’s 
going to help the program tremendously.”

Singleton reported the Purple Cloud 
Band received a Division One rating for 
its concert performance in recent compe­
tition.

“We got a three in sight reading,” he 
said.

Singleton-distributed recordings of the 
band to board members and told the board 
that band members in the fifth, sixth and 
seventh grades would he attending a music 
festival in Cisco this week.

A band trip to Austin for the state wind 
ensemble festival is tentative.

“We submitted a letter of interest in 
July,” Singleton said. “W e’re just waiting 
to get the invite from them .”

The board cancelled the May 11 elec­
tion, noting that two terms are expiring

and only incumbent Jason Redwine filed, 
leaving John Myers’ place to he filled by 
appointment.

In other action, trustees
• Approved an update for the school 

policy regarding employee leave.
• Discussed training opportunities for 

trustees.
• Accepted a financial and investment 

review and report.
• Discussed the State of Texas Assess­

ments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)
In a response to a question from the 

board about usefulness and importance of 
STAAR, Dillard did not give the tests a 
wholehearted endorsement.

“Let it be a piece of the puzzle,” he said. 
“Give our kids the tools they need to be 
successful when they leave our school. 
T h a t’s what we need to do.”

Dillard noted that eliminating or other­
wise changing the way the tests are set up 
would be a challenge to the state.

“Robert Scott (former Texas Commis­
sioner of Education) finally stepped up 
and said i t ’s out of hand,” Dillard said. “It 
will be interesting to see where that goes. 
I ’m anxious to see how they stop that $94 
million contract,” he said.

The shorter-than-average meeting 
started at 6 p.m. and ended about 7:30 
p.m. Bob Moore presided. O ther trustees 
present were Sam Hunter, Bill Longan, 
Redwine and Myers.

CHRIS

BLACKBURN

W hich memories will last a lifetime?
Think of your childhood. Spe­

cifically, think of a loved one and 
remember something specific.

My boys were helping 
me pick up pecans a few 
weeks ago and I asked 
aloud, "I wonder if you'll 
remember this when you 
are old?"

My oldest son. Jack- 
son, age 9, and I then 
discussed the topic. I told 
him I knew he was bored 
because I had done the 
exact same thing with my 
parents and grandparents 
at his exact age.

I remember two things regarding those 
experiences: How bored I was at the time 
and how much I've come to appreciate the 
memory of picking up pecans with my loved 
ones.

Back then I could think of a million things 
I'd rather be doing. I can also think of specific 
conversations I had with late family members 
that I now hold precious.

As Jack sat there kneeled over - looking 
like the little boy he's always been but quickly 
becoming his own man - I thought to myself 
that he may be bored sUly, but this is special 
to me. Something as mundane as picking up 
pecans was now both a fond old memory and 
a fond new memory.

I can tell you, that's what life is all about! 
Those minutes shared doing something 
meaningfiil with your kids, parents or grand­
parents and listening to or giving advice about 
life ... does it get any better?

When it's just you and there is no competi­

tion from television, video games or phones, 
you can get real with someone.

I honesdy don't know if Jack is going to re­
member our time picking up pecans anytime 
soon. But someday - perhaps 30 years from 
now when he's picking up pecans with his 
son - he'll look back and smile thinking about 
a sunny day when he picked up pecans with 
his dad.

And dear reader, please don't think I'm 
ignoring my other son. He simply decided to 
vacate the yard in the middle of my reminisc­
ing. I'm not sure what he'll remember in the 
future outside of the boredom.

I'm pretty sure my days of helping with 
homework are quickly coming to an end.

I'm what you would call an older father. 
Actually, for small towns. I'm what you would 
call an ancient father. That does not bode well 
for helping a child with homework.

I can still handle basic math, science, his­
tory, etc... but the day of more advanced math 
is coming soon. At that point. I'm afraid the 
child is on their own.

It's not that I can't come up with the right 
answer, it's the fact that I can't solve the prob­
lem as instructed.

American society sometimes places public 
schools in a bad light. We firequently talk 
negatively on the standardized testing or 
the lack of history in the curriculum. W hat 
we fail to mention is that in many areas, our 
children are learning it earlier and better than 
we ever did.

At the same time I tip my hat to those 
educating my children, I must concede that 
what they are teaching them has passed me 
by. I've yet to discover if that's a good thing or 
a bad thing.

The Proud Sponsors of 
the Munday Moguls
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CALL 940-422-5350!
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Trash, water, derelict buildings top concerns
By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Knox County News-Courier

Trash and recycling, aban­
doned buildings and water 
concerns were topics March 
12 in a regular session of 
Munday City Council.

Things are changing at 
Lake Creek Golf Course, 
City Manager Rick Ake re­
ported to the council.

“Their intentions are to use 
the water from City Lake to 
water the golf course,” he said. 
“The third (city water) meter 
to the east will stiU be used. 
It s the only way to water the 
number two green. We read 
the meter; we charge them for 
what goes through.”

The arrangement would re­
place an existing water agree­
ment between the city and 
Lake Creek Golf Course and 
would make the course sub­
ject to the same water costs 
and restrictions as other com­
mercial entities.

“Maybe we can write that 
and pass that at the next 
meeting,” said Mayor Robert 
Bowen.

A $16,500 matching grant 
for a forklift and a machine to 
bale cardboard is available to 
Munday, Ake said. The city’s 
match is $1,650.

“I know where we can pur­
chase the stuff— a used baler 
and a used forklift,” Ake said. 
“We’ve put it off because we 
do not really have a place to 
locate the baler.”

“If we can get it, I hate to 
see you lose it,” said Council­
man Keith Kuehler.

The council and Ake dis­
cussed the difficulty of find­
ing a suitable building to 
house the equipment.

“Before we tell them (noti­
fy the council of government 
that the city is in position to 
take advantage of the grant) 
definitely, we need to ail down 
some places,” Ake said.

He suggested the item be 
considered for discussion or 
action at the next council ses­
sion.

Questions about the old 
Moore Ag Building came 
from the council when Ake 
reported that the city will 
be able to deal "with aban­
doned buildings by utilizing 
a “monofill” for their disposal 
— an approved system for 
dealing with such structures.

Styrofoam in the Moore 
Ag Building is a problem.

“We can’t put that Styro­
foam in that monofill,” Ake 
said. “It won’t go away.”

But the building is targeted 
for demolition despite the 
problem and other aspects of 
the building that make it dif­
ficult to demolish, particular­
ly its attachment to another 
building.

“We can’t afford to take 
that thing down and have it 
pull the end off the Rec Cen­
ter,” Ake said. “It’s going to 
have to be cut loose from that. 
If  we get to pushing and pull­

ing, it’s going to implode on 
itself pretty well.”

An ever-diminishing 
amount of water in the Mill­
ers Creek Reservoir, barring 
good rains, means stricter 
water conservation measures 
could come into play soon, a 
situation that will mean less 
revenue for the city from wa­
ter sales.

“If nothing changes in 30 
to 45 days, we’re going to 
Stage Four,” Ake said.

At Stage Four of water ra­
tioning, no outside watering 
will be allowed and the city 
itself will take special steps to 
keep trees alive at City HaU, 
Ake said.

“We’re going to use effluent 
water that we’re putting out 
on coastal (bermuda at the 
sewer plant),” he said.

Regarding property for 
sale adjacent to city property 
— lots with hookups for rec­
reational vehicles — Ake told 
the council that other buyers 
besides the city are interested 
in acquiring the property. 
Ake suggested that the city 
could buy the property and 
lease it to local entrepreneurs 
so that it could be used as a 
trailer park while construc­
tion workers are in the area. 
Eventually the city could uti­
lize the property as needed 
to accommodate city opera­
tions.

In a discussion of the cur­
rent budget, Ake said that a 
decrease in sales of water has

Hanaba Munn Welch/The Knox County News-Courier 
A piece of Styrofoam lies in the grass near the old Moore Ag Building at the 
edge of Munday. Other pieces are visible in the distance. The Styrofoam com­
ponents of the building complicate its demolition.
meant less revenue for the end of the year,” Ake said.
city.

“We lost about 20 percent 
this year in revenue on water 
restrictions,” Ake said. “We’re 
down about 24 percent over­
all in expenses, which balanc­
es itself out. We’ve drawn the 
belt tight; we keep it tight.”

Not all capital expendi­
tures in the budget are nec­
essary, Ake said, suggesting 
some could be eliminated if 
necessary to stay within the 
budget.

“It pencils out where there 
is a positive number at the

Whether the city pool will 
be open is another water con­
cern. Well water may be the 
ultimate solution if restric­
tions on use keep the city 
from using municipal water 
to fill the pool.

“If  somebody wants to go 
put water in that thing from 
their weUs, I have no problem 
with that, but they’re going 
to have to supply water on 
a continual basis,” Ake said. 
“Jamie Lowrance wants to 
run it again this year.”

“I think she could find

people who would truck 
some water up here,” said 
Councilman Trey Singleton.

In other business, the 
council tabled a proposal to 
lower the speed limit in the 
vicinity of Munday Nursing 
Center, renewed the existing 
curfew for minors — 11 p.m. 
weeknights and midnight 
on weekends — and ap­
proved an agreement to sup­
port Knox County Visioning 
Group.

In closed-door session, the 
council evaluated the city ad­
ministrator.

Baylor County Ag Day slated for April 9
The 23rd annual Bay­

lor County Ag Apprecia­
tion Day and Health Fair 
will be April 9 at the Cliff 
Styles Activity Center, 
1205 Archer Road, Sey­
mour.

“Ag Day is a time when 
we take the opportunity to 
recognize and honor the 
many contributions made 
by those in agriculture to 
our community,” said M ar­
cia Ligon, spokeswoman 
for the Seymour Ag Day 
Committee. “We also use 
the event as an opportu­
nity to have a Health Fair, 
which showcases the many 
valuable services the Sey­
mour Rural Hospital pro­
vides. This regional event 
usually attracts 1,500 plus 
attendees each year.

Lots o f activities are 
planned starting with 
blood draws from 7 to 9 
a.m., which require fast­
ing. A variety of free blood 
tests are offered by the 
hospital. A free breakfast 
usually coincides with this 
blood draw.

A t 7:45 a.m. there will be 
a registration for an appli­
cators training class, which 
will start at 8 am., and is 
worth three continuing 
education unit credits.

There will be 80 plus ag 
and health-related booths 
open for viewing from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Oklahoma Blood 
Institute will be taking 
blood donations in the east 
meeting room of the Styles 
Activity Center, from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

There will be a sponsored 
luncheon provided to those 
attending the Ag Day 
event. “The meal is served 
by the 4-H , and is actually 
their largest fund-raiser of 
the year,” Ligon said.

Entertainm ent prior to 
the meal will be provided 
by Edward and Debbie 
Hanks o f Seymour. Emcee 
o f the event for the 23rd 
time will be Barry Mahler. 
Annual awards will be pre­
sented for: Rancher/Cat- 
tleman o f the year by the 
FSA’s County Committee; 
F a rm er/C o n se rv a tio n is t 
o f the year by the M iller-

Brazos SW CD; and A g­
ri-business o f the year by 
the Seymour Chamber of 
Commerce.

The speaker for the 
luncheon will be Nathan 
Haile of the National Re­
source and Conservation 
Service.

To encourage attendance 
at the luncheon door prize 
worth $500 will be given 
away.

There will be drawings 
for hundreds o f door priz­

es and a lot o f visiting tak­
ing place all day long. The 
many booths are always 
educational and enter­
taining. As a result o f the 
booth sponsorships and 
support, the Ag Day Com ­
mittee is able to offer a 
$500 scholarship each year 
to a graduating senior stu­
dent from Seymour High.

“We invite everyone to 
join us and support this 
day-long activity,” Ligon 
said.

The U ltim ate
in Design. Workmanship. Quality.
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guaranteed memorials 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
Grant Performance and Closeout 

City of O’Brien 
Contract No. 710531

The City of O’Brien will hold a public hearing at 6:00 
PM, March 25, 2013, at the City Hall, for the purpose of 
reviewing its performance on a recently completed TxCDBG 
grant, Contract No. 710531. All citizens, particularly low 
and moderate income residents, are invited and encouraged 
to attend. Individuals with disabilities that wish to attend 
this meeting should contact the City Hall at 940/657-4263 
to arrange for assistance. Written comments will also be 
accepted at the City Hall prior to or during the meeting.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A N  E N V IR O N M E N TA L ASSESSMENT

The USDA, Rural Utilities Service has received an application for financial assistance from the Knox County Rural 
Water Supply Corporation (WSC). As required by the National Environmental Policy Act and agency regulations, 
the Rural Utilities Service has prepared an Environmental Assessment that evaluated the potential environmental 
effects and consequences of the proposal. This notice announces the availability of the Environmental Assessment 
for public review and comment.

The proposal consists of constructing a new drinking water distribution system within rural areas of Knox, King, 
Haskell, and Stonewall Counties. The new system would consist of approximately 113 miles of buried waterlines, 2 
standpipes, 2 pump stations, isolation valves and approximately 162 meter connections. The project would 
convert approximately .25 acres of prime farmland with the construction of a pump station and standpipe. The 
project would mitigate potential impacts by having a professional archeologist survey the project area before 
construction, directional boring under the Brazos River, limiting vegetation clearing to the least amount possible, 
and by returning disturbed land back to preconstruction form as applicable. The WSC considered available 
alternatives for this project, including: the no action alternative, in which the project would not be pursued, and 
attempting to buy treated water from Knox City. The WSC has decided to purchase water from North Central 
Texas Municipal Water Authority since this is more cost effective.

Copies of the Environmental Assessment are available for review for review at the USDA Rural Development office 
located at 4400 Buffalo Gap Road, Suite 4150, Abilene, Texas 79606. For further information contact John Powell 
of Rural Development at: (325) 690-6162 ext. 4. Any person interested in commenting on this proposal should 
submit comments to the address above by Saturday, April 20, 2013

A general location map of the proposal is shown below.

The LATCH system makes it easier to be 
sureyeur child's car seat is installed correctly 
every time. Just clip ft to the lower anchors, 
attach the top tether, and pull the straps 
tight. To find out more, visit safercsr.gov.
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Tirst VnitecC 
MetHodist Church

Sunday School 
at lo  a.m.

Worship at 10:55 a.m.
Every 5th Sunday,

6 p.m. Snack Supper and Sing-Along.
940-422-5144

The 501
It’s never the thermostat

Spring Sale!
/

Montana West 
Flip Flops

Suggested Retail Price 
$49.99 
$29.99

S p la tterw are
Green, Black & Brown 

only 
30% off 

regular price
Sale prices good March 

21-23.
All sales cash & final.

No exchanges or refunds
No Layaways. No gift 

wrapping.
Other restrictions may 

apply.

Baby Shower

Leslie & Janies Jeanes 
LaTasha McCandless

Bridal Shower 
Registry

Julie Saffel & Jason Marshall 
Kristin Hertel & Adam Rosenbaum  
Tandi Townsend & Payden Stewart 
Kortney Kupatt & Ricky Dale Smith 

Cortney Vaughn & Kyle Kittley 
Jenny Goudeau & Ray Camacho 
Andrea Callaway & Chanda Mao 

Shannon Sanford & Heath Livingston

The Drug Store 
is your local source 

for
HOME MEDICAL 

EQUIPMENT!
www.haskelIdrugstore.com 

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

THE DRUG STORE 
HASKELL 864-2673

100 S. Avenue E

<9^)864-2673

The 501

I t ’s never the thermostat.
I f  I were going to write a ve­

hicle repair manual, that’d be the 
opening line of the preface, if manuals 
had prefaces. Mine will.

Last week my 
husband and I tack­
led the problem of 
a crazy-acting water 
temperature gauge 
on the tractor.

Now the tractor 
has two new ther­
mostats plus a new 
temperature sensor, 
all unnecessary.

Originally, we’d 
meant to let our 
tractor mechanic 
determine why the 
temperature gauge 
was giving us false 

readings. W hen he went off to be a 
saddle-maker instead (and you know 
who you are), we sighed and decided 
to fix the thing ourselves. '

“I t’s never the thermostat,” I told 
my husband.

He didn’t disagree, but that’s where

RIKE
415 S. First Street 

Haskell, Texas 79521 

940-864-2411 • 325-370-6572 

w w w.r ikerealestate .com

HANABA
MUNN

WELCH

we started.
For the right diagnosis, you have 

to think like a doctor and rule things 
out. W hen my mother had an out- 
of-town hiatal hernia attack and 
ended up in a hospital emergency 
room, they gave her nitroglycerin. It 
didn’t help, so they ruled out a heart 
attack. Yes, sometimes people do have 
heart attacks. I ’m convinced people 
have heart attacks more often than 
vehicles need new thermostats. My 
opinion. Feel free to get a second 
opinion. But I ’m right.

Anyway, when we went to town for 
the thermostats, gasket and tempera­
ture sensor, not all the parts were in 
stock. That’s Parts Rule No. 1, worthy 
of mention in my introduction, if not 
the preface.

Two days later. Parts Rule No. 2 
struck. The tardy thermostats had to 
be back ordered. Sigh.

W hen all the parts finally came in, 
we installed them — thermostats first 
and temperature sensor second. Sure 
enough, neither procedure made any 
difference.

I felt like the woman who heard 
that faith moves mountains and

prayed that very night for the moun­
tain near her house to be gone the 
next day. (It was blocking her view.) 
The next morning when she woke up, 
she looked out her window and said, 
“Just like I thought. I t ’s still there.”

Running out of options, we called 
to see what it would cost to replace 
the entire instrument panel. A lot.

We decided we’d rather put up 
with faulty gauges and spend the 
$745 on something else. I ’m not sure 
what my husband was thinking, but 
a roundtrip flight to Europe sounded 
good to me. Working on a tractor can 
make you want to get away to almost 
anywhere. At that point, I would have 
settled for another trip to town for 
parts. Too bad the instrument panel 
was so pricey. And no doubt it wasn’t 
in stock anyway.

Rats.
And there you have the most 

important rule. I t ’s always rats. W hen 
we looked closely at the bundle of 
wires to the gauges, we saw three 
gnawed in two.

Hanaba Munn Welch is a contributor 
and columnist for The Knox County News- 
Courier.

Mary Rike, Broker
mary @ ri kereal estate .com

Megan Cox, Agent
megan @ ri kereal estate .com

John Rike, Agent
j ohn @ ri kereal estate .com

Survey: Fish numbers 
improving at Possum 
Kingdom Resivor

1299 C R 154, Jud- Peaceful 
country atmosphere for wildlife 

enthusiasts. 3/2 on 7 +/-Ac.

$239,900 REDUCED

5260 FM 617, R o ch ester-
3/2, brick, two living areas, 

oversized garage, fenced yard, 
all on 1.46 Ac.

$60,000 NEW

330 S 7th, Monday -3 /2  brick 
home has a large open den, fire­

place, beautifully landscaped yard

with patio area. $47,500
NEW

2381 Hwy 283, Sagerton- 4 or
5 bedroom 3 bath brick home on 

large lot. There are numerous 
possibilities in this home and many 

amenities. $1,500 allowance.

$87,500
206 Sunny Ave, Rule- Very lat­
est in updates and d ^ r  in this 
4/2 brick home. Neutral colors 
throughout. Amenities include 

carpet and tiled floors, tiled baths.

$62 ,500  R E D U C E D

1102 8th S t, Rule- Nice three 
bedroom, two bath brick home on 
half an acre, two carports with this 
property, a water well and sprinkler 

system.

$67,000

170 CR 251, Weineit-Three bed- 
rooms, three full baths and two half 

baths, city water, storage galore 
and over 3,000 sq. ft. Property has 

1,500 sq. ft. bam and 5 +/-Ac.

$175,000

List with us, w e have Buyers for all areas, 
all properties and all price ranges.

Thanks for reading 
The Knox County 

News-Courier

Special to the News-Courier

ATHENS — The Texas 
Parks and W ildlife D e­
partm ent Inland Fisher­
ies office in W ichita Falls 
recently completed fall 
electrofishing and spring 
gillnet surveys on Possum 
Kingdom Reservoir. Fish­
eries biologists use infor­
mation from these surveys 
to develop plans for man­
aging fish populations.

Electrofishing surveys 
examine populations of 
largemouth bass and prey 
species such as sunfish and 
shad. Gillnet surveys moni­
tor the catfish, white and 
striped bass populations.

Possum Kingdom has pe­
riodically been affected by 
fish kills caused by golden 
alga, but the last major kill 
occurred in spring 2010. 
Surveys indicate that fish 
populations have done rela­
tively well since then.

W hile the largemouth 
bass catch rate for young 
bass 10 inches and less 
in length was down from 
2010, the catch rate for le­
gal length bass was up.

“To help the bass popu­
lation, we have developed a 
plan to increase habitat in 
the Cedar Creek area,” said 
fisheries biologist Robert 
Mauk. “The plan includes 
sinking cedar trees along 
the shoreline to increase 
fingerling bass survival. 
Native vegetation plantings 
and sunken constructed 
habitat structures will aid 
adult bass and congregate 
them for anglers. We also 
have requested that the 
reservoir be stocked with 
Florida largemouth bass 
this year. The last stocking 
occurred in 2011.”

The gizzard shad catch 
rate matched the histori­
cal average for the reser­
voir, but a majority of the 
shad were too large for 
most predators to consume. 
Bluegill numbers were up 
compared to 2010 but were 
still below the historical av­
erage. Threadfin shad were 
found in low abundance.

Spring gillnetting found 
the catfish populations 
to be in good shape. Blue 
catfish abundance was 
the highest documented 
for the reservoir, and they 
ranged in length from 10 
to 33 inches. The channel 
catfish catch rate was un­
changed from the previ­
ous survey and was above 
the historical average for 
the reservoir. Catfish were 
found throughout the res­
ervoir, but the biggest blue 
catfish were observed in 
the Caddo Creek area.

The gillnetting survey 
showed low numbers of 
striped bass; sizes ranged 
from 22 to 26 inches in 
length.

“Their catch rate was 
the lowest we have seen, 
though this is not surpris­
ing since the last stocking 
occurred in 2010 after a 
major fish kill caused by 
golden alga,” M auk said. 
“Striped bass have been 
requested annually, but the 
hatcheries have not been 
able to produce enough to 
meet the state’s needs. This 
year we hope to get some 
stocked into the reservoir.”

W hite bass numbers 
were up from the 2011 sur­
vey but were slightly below 
the historical average.

“Fish ranged in size from 
7 to 15 inches in length 
with good body condition,’ 
M auk noted. “M ost were 
located between the Peanut 
Patch and Costello Island.’’

Currently there are only 
three boat ramps avail­
able for launching, those 
at N orth and South D & D  
(also known as BRA Areas 
No. 4N and No. 4S) and 
one lane at Possum King­
dom State Park. Shoreline 
access is available for an­
glers at all public access 
areas.

For information on lake 
access, contact the Brazos 
River Authority at 940- 
779-2321. A  water recre­
ational use water permit 
from the BRA is required 
for boats.
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GOT SOMETHING TO SELL? SELL IT IN THE NEWS-COURIER CLASSIFIEDS!

H E L P  W A N T E D

The Munday Housing 
Authority  is accepting 
app lications for a tem ­
porary sum m er m ain­
tenance person. Job 
duties w ill genera lly  be 
yard care. Bids for con­
tract yard care w ill also 
be accepted. Deadline 
to apply or subm it bid 
is noon March 22, 2013. 
More in form ation can be 
obta ined at 131 W. C is­
co St. in Munday. MHA 
is an equal opportun ity 
em ployer and provider 
and reserves the right 
to re ject any and/or all

bids and any and/or all 
app lications. 0321c

City of Knox City is ac­
cepting applications 
for the position of City 
Manager. If interested, 
please apply at City Hall 
902 E. Main, Knox City, 
TX. Deadline is 5:00 p.m. 
on April 1, 2013. 0321

Brazos Valley Care Home 
is now accepting appli­
cations for fu ll-time and 
part-time LVN and RN 
positions. Please apply in 
person at 605 S. Ave R, 
Knox City. 0412c

H O U S E  F O R  S A L E

811 N. Munday Ave. 
1,836 sq ft. 3-br, 2-bath; 
fu lly equipped kitchen. 
Call Patrick Corcoran at 
940-203-0471. 0321p

LOOKING FOR

dlsti
AUTHORIZED RETAILER

Pranotiowlpfices Start at

IQ99
a month 
tor 12 mo. 
'(Reg. price 
$29.991 mo.)

Moppec/I HB® i
WHOLE-HOME 

HD DVR
Awtoc-withqu.3!ifying

packages.

'#wnMtslcazl

'̂ ersotjedtodariopto 
avaiabtv.

Ait offers reciuire 24-month Agreeir.ent and credit Qualification.

1.800*249*5083(1*4 eligihlefer Hopper)
WWW.INFINITYDISH.COM
We are open7daysaweek'8ain-MidnigMESF*Sun()av9am-Mklnight[SI'()fferoiilv good for new DISH Network subsctibei5*$eh*laespatlol 

Al cab with WinitvDISH are rixiritoied arid leoQtdedfcrciuality assurance arid training purposes Offer ends 5/21/B.Restrictioiisapplv̂ 
one-time $4995 non-refundable processing fee. Indiana (J!D. Reg. No. IS. K)-f006._______________________

If anybody knows how to 
locate Robert J. Dockins, 
Jr., age 31, please call 
Cissy at 940-224-6900.

r
LEGAL NOTICE

Effective March 15,2013 the 
Knox City Housing Author­
ity will be open from 9 to 
noon and 1 to 4 on lYiesday 
and Wednesday only. Phone 
940-657-3612. Applications 
for housing may be picked 
up at the Knox City or 
Munday Housing Author­
ity. Knox City Housing Au­
thority is an equal opportu­
nity employer and provider. 
(0331)

CNAs
LVNs

Immediate open ings 
on various shifts for 
individuals with State 
certification or license. 
We offer a competitive 
salary & bnfts available 
for full time employees. 
EOE. For more infor­
mation, p lease  call 
(940) 864-8537, or
apply in person:

H ASKELL  
HEALTH C A R E

CEN TER  
1504 No First St.

Haskell

CALL TODAY!

Classifieds  
get results!

9 4 0 -4 2 2 -5 3 5 0

MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR

PART TIME-25 HRS/ 
WK. Immed opening for 
experienced individual. 
Responsibilities include 
"hands-on" trouble­
shooting & PM of elec­
trical, HVAC & heating 
systems, upkeep & 
repair anywhere in the 
facility, some carpen­
try, supervision of laun­
dry & housekeeping 
staff, etc. Requires 2-3 
years related experi­
ence, strong mechani­
cal aptitude, excellent 
organizational & inter­
personal skills. EOE/ 
MFHV. For information, 
call (940) 864-8537, or 
apply in person, Mon- 
Fri, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
HASKELL HEALTH 
CARE CENTER, 1504 
North Rrst St, Haskell

APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

The Munday and Knox 
City Housing Authori­
ties each have apart­
ments available for 
rent. Rental assistance 
may be available to 
eligible applicants. Call 
Munday Housing at 
940-422-4941 or Knox 
Qty Housing Author­
ity at 940-657-3612 for 
more information. Both 
are equal opportunity 
providers.
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#  A Great Way to Spend Time Together!
#  Excellent Customer Service. Ships Fast!

#  Family Owned & Operated Since 1990!

milyPoolFun.com

may occur 30 to 50 years after expo­
sure to asbestos. Many workers were 
exposed from the .1940s through the 
1970s. Industrial and construction 
workers, along with their families (sec­
ond hand exposure) are among those 
at risk for mesothelioma, lung cancer 
or gastro cancer (throat, stomach, co­
lon). Call us for professional insight.

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 100 
years combined expertise.

Ryan A  Krebs, M.D., J.D.
D^tor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Praaice

Rkbaid A Dodd, LC  
Timothy R Ciappolino, PC

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board'of L^al Sp>ecialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT 
CAMERON. TEXAS

1-888-MESO-FIRM
( 1 - 8 8 8 - 6 3 7 - 6 3 4 7 )

www.MesoFirm.com

Maximum strength 
analgesic creme for 
temporary relief from:

* Joint and Muscle 
soreness

* Arthritis
* Back aches no

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

The K nox C ounty Attorney and C ounty Judge are taking  
applications for a fu ll tim e Court C oordinator/Adm inistrative 
A ssistant. The primary duties o f  this position  are to m anage, 
direct, coordinate, and plan the operations o f  the o ffice  o f  the 
County Judge and the C ounty Attorney. A pplicant m ust possess  
the fo llow ing: Com puter sk ills, organization sk ills, com m unicate  
effectively  both orally and written. A pplicant m ust be friendly, se lf  
sufficient and capable o f  working w ell w ith others. The job  offers  
insurance benefits and retirement. A pplications m ay be p icked up 
at the K nox C ounty Judge’s o ffice , the County A ttorney’s o ffice , 
or the C lerk’s o ffice  betw een the hours o f  8:00 A M  and 5:00 PM  
M onday through Friday. A pplication deadline is A pril 2 , 2013 . 
K nox County is an equal opportunity em ployer. (3 /28)
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OWNER OPERATORS CDL Class A „ reces­
sion-proof, dedicated freight. Home every 
other night. Own your own truck? Ask about 

I our Sign-on bonus. Want to own your own 
I truck? Ask about our lease purchase program 

LOVING, ACTIVE COUPLE hoping to adopt, with down payment assistance. Must have 1 
Home full of love, laughter and security for year experience. Call Tonya 1-866-2424978. 
your baby. Help with expenses. Call Brian HablamosEspanol, Belinda 1-866-566-2071 
and Barb, 1-877-370-2422.

TexSCANWeekof 
March 17,2013

ADOPTIONS

DRIVERS
OWNER OPERATORS $5,000 sign-on 
bonus. Paid FSC on loaded and empty 

^ miles. Daily hometime 24/7 dispatch.
$5,000 BONUS fo r Frac Sand 0 /0  s g reat fuel and tire discounts. New, larger 
with, complete rigs. Top CDL-A company facility with free parking for 0 /0 's . Third 
drivers needed. Clean MVR, 14-days party lease purchase program available, 
out, 2-years recent experience. Includes f.ygar tractor trailer experi-
benefits. 1-817-926-3535

WHEN YOU WANT YOUR
m m u n m i

SRTC DEIIVERS!
When it comes to the Internet, speed is what you need. 

For high-speed internet that delivers speed up to 12 
MB, SRTC is the provider of choice. Our network 

is built to bring our subscribers the 
best possible access. Contact us 

today to ramp up your Internet 
speeds for surfing, gaming, 

entertainment and more.

Service where available. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

Contact SRTC office for 
service details.

-...j: .- ............

R O S A  113 N AVE. D | HASKELL, TX 79521
(940)863-1125 (888)863-1125

DEDICATED TEAM DRIVERS $2500 Sign-on apply online atwvw.comtrak.com 
bonus per driver. Excellent home time options. YOU GOT THE DRIVE, we have the direction. 
Exceptional earning potential and equipment, q t r  drivers, APU Equipped, Pre-Pass, EZ- 
CDL-Arequired. Call 1-866-955-6957 or apply pggg  ̂ passenger policy. Newer equipment, 
online a twww.superservicellc.com f q0% NO touch. 1-800-528-7825

EDUCATIONTRAININGDRIVER - DAILY or weekly pay. 1^ increase 
per mile after 6-months and 12-months.
3^ enhanced quarterly bonus. Requires 3- AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for hands on 
months OTR experience. 1-800414-9569 aviation maintenance career. FAAapproved 
www.driveknight.com program. Financial aid if qualified, housing

available. Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-

ACREAGE REPO with septic tank, pool, 
pier, ramp. Owner finance. Granbury 
1-210422-3013

AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake 
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! 
Guaranteed financing with 10% down. 
Lots starting as low as $6900, Call Josh, 
1-903-878-7265

AMERICA’S BEST BUY! 20 acres, $0 
dovm, no credit checks. Money back guaran­
tee. Ownerfinanacing, West Texas beautiful 
mountain views. Free color brochure, 1-800- 
755-8953; vi/ww.SunsetRanches.com

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH
ence required. Call 1-888-703-3889 or or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down,

($6900/10.91 %/7yr) 90-days same as cash. 
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

CHILTIPIN RANCH, 14.47 acres, Duval Co., 
north of San Diego. Paved county road front­
age, electricity. South Texas brush, deer, 
hogs. $2,568 down, $468/month. (9.9 %, 20 
years) or TX Vet financing. 1 -866-286-0199. 
www.westemtexasland.com

nance, 1-877-5234531DRIVER; TRAINEES NEEDED Now! Learn
to drive for Werner Enterprises. Earn $800
per week! No experience needed. CDL ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
and job ready in 15-days. 1-888-734-6710 Medical, Business, Criminal Justice, Hos-
DRIVPRS COMPANY DRIVERS S inno assistance. Com-DRIVERS COMPANY DRIVERS $1000 gj^ f̂ g |jfjg j
sign-on bonus. New larger fac ity. Home s c h e V authorized. Call 1-888-205-8920, 

ally 80% drop and hook loads. Family * ,„,,ce „|„ra O n lin e .co m
health and dental insurance. Paid va ca -------------------------------------------------------------
tion, 401k plan. L/P available. CDL-A with MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES needed! Train 
1 -year tractor-trailer experience required. 1° become a medical office specialist at Ayers 
1-888-703-3889 or apply online at www. Career College. Online training gets you a job 
comtrak.com rs^dy ASAP. Job placement when program

assistance completed. 1-888-368-1^8.

NEW HILL COUNTRY CABIN on 5 acres 
only$169,900.3BR/2BA, 1800 sf. ready for 
your finishing touches. Pristine Hill Country 
setting, lowest financing in history. Call now 
1-800-511-2430, ext. 85

WEST TEXAS - mule deer, high desert 
south of Sanderson, Indian Wells Ranch 
#53,173+ acres, $265/acre, low down, 
owner financed. 1-210-734-4009. www. 
westerntexasland.com

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS ■ HIRING Experienced/lnex-
perienced Tanker drivers, earn up to 5 1 ^ /____________________________________
mile. New fleet Volvo tractors! 1-year OTR jq in  q u r  TEAM of shoppers. You can earn 
expenence required. Tanker training avail- $g^io+ for each completed ass^nment. Vsk 
able. Call today. 1-877-882-6537 w w w .usandapplyatwww.second-to-none.com/join
OakleyTransport.com ------------------------------------------------------------
n n . w L c  I r n  n o o .T .n * . .  r — ^  ^ E S T  TEXAS SALESPERSON with 
DRIVERS- OTR POSITIONS Earn 32^ established production oilfield customer 
- 45^ per mile. $1200 Sign-on bonus! [jggg interested forward your resume to 
Assigned equipment pet policy deBoer humanresources§4hflowbackcomorcall 1-888- 
Transportation 1-800-825-8511, 0 /0  s 731.9330 4hp^ackSen/ices.com 
welcome, virvi/w.deboertrans.com

INTERNETDRIVERS- STUDENTS 18-days from start 
to finish. Earn your CDL-A. No out-of-pocket HIGHSPEED INTERNET EVERYWHERE by 
tuition cost. Step up to a new career with Satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps!(200x faster 
FFE. wvirw.driveffe.com, 1-855-356-7122 than dial-up.)Starting at $49.95/month. Call

EXPERIENCED FLATBED DRIVERS
Regional opportunties now open with plenty
of freight and great pay. 1-800-277-0212 or g^yt,y|LLs FROM ONLY $3997.00. Make and 
primeinc.com ^g^^ ^  ^  bandmill.Cut lumber

VACATION
WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake 
Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina. 
Rooms fully furnished! Gated community 
with clubhouse, swimming pool and boat 
ramps. Call for more information: 1 -903-878- 
7265,1-936-377-3235 or 1-830460-8354

RunYourAdInTexSCAN!
Statewide Ad__ 5̂00

301 Newspapers, 942,418 Circulation

REAL ESTATE

North Region Only. . ^
98 Newspapers, 263,811 Circulation

South Region Only. ^
101 Newspapers, 366,726 brculation

West Region Only. . ^
102 Newspapers, 311,861 Circulation

NEED CLASS A CDL TRAINING? Start a any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Free 
career in trucking today! Swift Academies information/DVD, www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
offer PTDI certified courses and offer “Best- 1-800-578-1363 Ext 300N 
In-Class” training. New academy classes 
weekly, no money down or credit check, 
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Benjamin Cemetery chock 
full of colorful history
By Hanaba Munn Welch 
The Knox County News- 
Courier

The oldest cemetery in 
Knox County is the Benja­
min Cemetery just south­
east of Benjamin. Not sur­
prisingly, it’s especially rich 
in history relative to the 
early days of the region.

The grave of William 
Benoit Pope, 1844-1920, 
is next to his wife, Blanche 
Williams Pope, 1863-1944. 
His marker isn’t especially 
impressive, but his life was 
notable. The online US- 
GenWeb project provides 
thumbnail information: 
“Pvt. 41st U.S. Infantry un­
der Capt. Ranald S. Mack­
enzie, discharged at Fort 
Belknap, Union Veteran.”

In a cemetery in the 
northern United States, his 
grave might well be marked 
with an extra embellishment 
to signijfy that he served in 
the Union forces — some­
thing like a marker show­
ing membership in the 
Grand Army of the Repub­
lic. But not in Texas, where 
the graves of Confederate 
soldiers get special mark­
ers and Union loyalties and

ranks generally are not rec­
ognized.

Nor does Pope’s marker 
indicate he served under 
Mackenzie, famed U.S. Cav­
alry foe of Quanah Parker 
and the Comanche. Instead, 
his final place in history 
seems to be a comfortable 
one with his wife’s family, 
the Williamses. Their graves 
lay in line in the oldest part 
of the Benjamin Cemetery, 
the southeast portion. By 
1920, Dr. Pope had likely 
become what counts most 
— a Texan.

In 1963, Volume 39 of 
the West Texas Histori­
cal Association Yearbook 
contains a paper by Young 
County historian and archi­
vist, the late Barbara Neal 
Ledbetter. The title is “Fort 
Belknap Doctor: Dr. W il­
liam B. Pope.” Recognized 
for her knowledge of Fort 
Belknap and Young County 
history, Ledbetter no doubt 
wrote a factual account of 
Pope’s role at the frontier 
fort.

Regarding Pope’s wife, 
USGenWeb also offers in­
formation about Blanche 
Williams Pope: “Blanche 
Williams married Dr. W il­

liam Benoit Pope on 9 Jan­
uary 1879 at Fort Belknap, 
Young County, Texas, 
daughter of Judge Henry D. 
and Sallie Williams.”

Lest it seem Dr. Pope 
might have led an ordinary 
physician’s life in the years 
after the tumult of the Civil 
War and battles with the 
Indians, he did not. A foot­
note in a book titled “Life of 
the Marlows: A True Story 
of Frontier Life of Early 
Days” indicates Pope cared 
for his wife’s consumptive 
brother William “Bee” W il­
liams, who was on trial in 
1890 in Graham in connec­
tion with events involving 
the Marlow Brothers. The 
five brothers’ lives and ex­
ploits inspired the script for 
the 1965 John Wayne movie 
“The Sons of Katie Elder.” 

Not every grave in the 
Benjamin Cemetery has a 
John Wayne movie con­
nection, but every grave is 
a story. For genealogists 
and historians and even ca­
sual observers, a few gentle 
bounces over the cattle 
guard at the entrance to 
the Benjamin Cemetery is a 
good way to take a trip back 
in time. Photos by Hanaba Munn Welch/The Knox County News-Courier

A gray granite stone marks the grave of Hilory Green Bedford, Confederate vet­
eran, and his wife, Francis Elizabeth Bedford. Hilory Bedford is recognized as 
the founder of Benjamin. The town is named for his oldest son, who was killed 
by a lightning strike. He wrote and published “Texas Indian Troubles” in 1905, 
a book that is now back in print.

n the southeast part of the Benjamin Cemetery, the grave of Blanche W. Pope 
s next to the grave of her husband. Dr. William Benoit Pope, a frontier physician 
vho served under Capt. Ranald S. Mackenzie in the U.S. Cavalry.

The repair of old markers is an ongoing maintenance issue at cemeteries, es­
pecially when many of the gravestones are old and, in many cases, families no 
longer live in the area and monitor their condition. A double marker for two chil­
dren, a baby girl who lived only two days in February 1887 and a boy born the 
following year who lived only two months, lies on the ground in the Benjamin 
Cemetery, likely a recent failure and collapse.
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The gravestone of Phoenix M. Burnett, 1855-1899, is among the tallest in the 
Benjamin Cemetery. The “unfinished column” motif symbolizes a life unfin­
ished, suitable for a man who lived only to age 43. Surrounding the grave and 
others in the family lot is an ornate metal fence. The plaque on the fence gate 
identifies the manufacturer as Texas Anchor Fence Co., Fort Worth.


