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Irrigation efficiency scrutinized

By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Knox County News-Courier

As 2013 unfolds amid drought
conditions, Knox County is essen-
tially a mosaic of struggling green
winter wheat, bare plowed fields
waiting for spring cotton planting
and stretches of native grass range,
all wanting water.

A confererice last week at
Rhineland, aimed primarily toward
cotton farmers and sponsored by
the extension service and agricul-
ture businesses, featured speakers
who talked especially about one part
of the big picture: irrigation. They
described ways to irrigate more ef-
ficiently -- an aspect of regional wa-
ter use that looms in significance as
both underground and surface water
sources dwindle, both for farming
and for households.

Song Cui, a post-doctoral research
assistant at Texas AgriLife Research
and Extension Center at Vernon,

launched the agenda by talking

about the basics of irrigation.

Aquifer levels
continue to drop

By Mike McGuire

General Manager, Groundwater Conservation District for the News-Courier

Many questions are being asked about this past sum-
mer’s lack of rainfall and the fall and winter precipitation
and their effects on the water table levels. Rolling Plains
Groundwater Conservation District measured water lev-
els earlier this month to determine the effects from the
previous year’s pumping and the lack of recharge.

In Knox County, well levels had dropped 2.0 feet, or
24.0 inches, since January 2012. In the same 15-year pe-
riod, the average yearly decline has been .37 foot, or 4.44

inches.

Well levels in Baylor County had dropped .61 feet, or
7.32 inches, since January 2012. In the 15 years of water
measurements, the average yearly decline has been .79

foot, or 9.48 inches.

Well levels in Haskell County had dropped in a range
of .48 feet to 3.74 feet, with an average of 2.45 feet, or
29.4 inches, since January 2012. In the 15 years of water
measurements, the average Haskell County yearly de-
cline has been 1.30 foot, or 15.6 inches.

-Due to the extreme variability of the Seymour Aqui-
fer, varying rainfall and variations in recharge areas and
pumping rates, water levels vary in the three counties.

New Clinic Has Been
Long Time Coming

“Why not play it safe and over-
water?” he asked, posing a rhetorical
question.

If nothing else, waste is becoming
less and less affordable.

“The energy required to pump
out that water is skyrocketing every
year,” Song said.

Overwatering can cause nitrogen
to leach into the aquifer, he said.
Song mentioned one instance where
enough nitrogen was present in the
aquifer to preclude the need to add
it to the soil for the crop at hand.

Computerized devices now offer
ways to closely monitor water use,
all without stepping into a field or
digging into the ground.

David Little of Utah, representing
Sentek, described his company’s soil
moisture measuring device as a way
to irrigate at top efficiency.

“We can also monitor root
growth,” he said. “We can watch as
roots develop, how deep in the pro-

See IRRIGATION, Page 6

Hanaba Munn Welch/Special to the News-Courier
Gene Brown heads out from Rhineland on a Friday afternoon with
his dogs Blondie and Buddy to feed wheat hay to his cows. In a
normal year, Brown would be able to turn the cows onto wheat
pasture, but a lack of moisture this year has kept area wheat from
providing much winter grazing. Brown, like many other cattlemen,
is both trying to keep his cows healthy and his wheat growing --
not easy with scant precipitation. PHO

Special to the News-Courier

Knox City sophomores M’Kayla Ericson and Jessica Wilburn displaying their win-
nings from the District 10-A tournament on January 25. The two were undefeated on

By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Kince oty Nesws-Convler been greater than the cost
of building a new facility,
Jones said -- hence the
Snip! decision to replace the old

When the Chamber of
Commerce scissors cut the
ribbon at 1:30 p.m. Sun-
day to inaugurate the new
Knox County Clinic in
Knox City, two decades of
work will all seem worth
it -- at least to people
like Clint Jones, president
of the board of the Knox
County Hospital District.

“I think we've worked
on this for about 20 years,”

years.

he said Monday. “This is things about Stephen,”  10-A tournament Jan. 25.
something that we've done  Jones said.
in both communities.” Albus expressed similar

It didn’t happen easily. ~ feelings.

“We've saved our money, ~ “Stephen has done such

and we've gotten grants,”
Jones said. “It’s something
we felt like needed to be
done, so we did it.”

The previous clinic could
have been upgraded, but
the expense would have

See NEW CLINIC, Page 6

building with a new one.

“It was the same way
with the old clinic in
Munday,” Jones said.

Both Jones and fellow-
board member, Jo Ann
Albus, are quick to credit
Stephen Kuehler, hospital
administrator, for guid-
ing the district through
the project for the last ten

“I can't say enough good

a fabulous job with the
hospital,” she said. “When
he came, we wondered if
we were going to be able to
stay. Under his leadership,
we have just consistently
added more services.”

“I can’t believe we didn’t even lose one
round on Thursday,” second-year state
qualifier Wilburn said. “Going 6-0 at dis-
trict makes me feel very confident about
our chances at state.”

Ericson and Wilburn defeated teams
from Harrold, Jayton, Chillicothe and
Spur to take the district title.

“This is my first year in debate,” Eric-
son said. “I was so nervous when we broke
to the semifinal round. I didn’t expect the
pressure to be so high: you win semis, you
go to state—lose semis, you stay home

Thursday, their record is 6-0 going into state.

Ericson, Wilburn take
istrict debate gold

Knox City High School sophomores
M’Kayla Ericson and Jessica Wilburn
qualified for the state UIL cross-examina-
tion competition by winning the District

Spring Break.”

Two teams from each of the 32 divi-
sion A districts can advance to the two-
day state tournament held March 11-12 in
Austin.

“The first day is the trick,” Wilburn said.
“We debate two rounds, then we’re power
matched for the third and fourth pre-
liminary rounds. If we do well enough on
Monday, we’ll make it to the ‘out rounds’
on Tuesday.”

The “out-rounds” on the second day of
competition consist of the top 16 A teams
competing in a bracket style tournament.

“Once you make it the Sweet Sixteen,
you just can’t lose,” Wilburn said. “Single

“elimination is only fun while you're win-
ning—and I can’t wait to win.”

Knox Notes

Events are listed free of
charge for nonprofit civic or-
ganizations, schools and com-
munity events. Submit listings
at least two weeks ahead of .
the date. Listings will run
through the date of the event.
Emailed submissions are pre-
ferred to kcnewscourier@
gmail.com.

Red Day

February 1 is “Wear Red Day”
in Knox County to support Na-
tional Wear Red Day to draw
attention to heart disease in
women.

Sausage Meal in Scotland

The Knights of Columbus
Council 1715 in Scotland, TX
is holding its annual sausage
dinner February 3 from 11AM
to 2PM. All are invited to

this “all you can eat” sausage
dinner. The dinner is in the

K of C Hall on US 281 in Scot-
land, which is 19 miles S. of
Wichita Falls. The meal will
consist of German Sausage,
sauerkraut with spareribs,
vegetables and a homemade
dessert. The cost for adults is
$10.00 and for children under
12 is $5.00. Take-out plates
are available. Cooked and raw
sausage will be sold by the
pound.

Baked Potato Supper

Knox City Elementary PTO
Baked Potato Supper
Thursday Feb. 7th, 5-7 pm at
the school cafeteria.

Meal includes: baked potato,
ham, cheese, traditional top-
pings, salad and dessert.
Purchase tickets from elemen-
tary students!

Recycling center hours

The Munday Recycling Center
is now open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through Thursdays
and 10 a.m. to noon Fridays.
Plastic grocery bags are no
longer being accepted. Most
other recyclable materials
are accepted, including No. 1
and 3 plastic containers and
most electronics, including
cell phones. For information,
contact Cindy Zuniga at 940-
445-3666

One-Act fundy

Drama students at Knox City
High School are selling hand-
crafted KCHS metal keychains
for $7. All proceeds benefit
the One-Act Play production.
For information, contact Terra
Martinez at terra.martinez@
esc9.net.

Munday council

The Munday City Council
meets at 6:30 p.m. the second
Tuesday of the month in the
conference room at City Hall.
The next scheduled meeting
will be Jan. 8. For informa-
tion, call City Hall at 422-
4331.

Commissioners Court

The Knox County Commis-
sioners Court meets at 1:30
p.m. the second Monday of
the month in Commission
Chambers at the Knox County
Courthouse in Benjamin. The
next scheduled meeting will
be Jan. 14. For information,
contact County Clerk Annette
Offutt at kcdisco@srcaccess.
net or 459-2441.

Corrections

If you spot an error of fact, contact
Editor Wayne Hodgin at kcnewscou-
rier@gmail.com.

News on the go

Use your
smartphone to
scan the quick
response, or
QR, code to
visit us online.
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Manuel Vela

Manuel Vela, 93, of
Moody, passed away Janu-
ary 17, 2013 after a long
illness. Manuel was born
in Cadereita, Mexico to Je-
sus and Maria Vela on No-
vember 17, 1919. Manuel
married Juanita Vela and
from this union, fourteen
children were born. He
was a very loving father
and worked as a farmer.

Manuel is preceded in
death by his wife, Juanita,
son Ruben Vela and daugh-
ter, Joanie Jaramillo. Sur-
viving children are daughter
Marie and husband Gilbert,
daughter Dora and husband
Bobby, daughter Rosa and

Willie Smith Rose Sr., 72
of Munday went to be with
the Lord on Sunday January
27,2013 at his residence.

Memorial service will be 2
p.m. Friday February 1, 2013
at the First Baptist Church of
Munday with Brother Shane
Kendrix, officiating. Ar-
rangements are by Robert
Massie Funeral Home.

Willie was born July 21,
1940 in Rowena to William
Banner and Lula Sue (Hol-
loway) Rose.

He worked as a pipeline
technician for El Paso Natu-
ral Gas for over 27 years. He
loved fishing, getting togeth-
er with all his loved ones and
going to the casinos.

He is survived by his

ABILENE - The Texas
Department of Public Safety
(DPS) was called to the scene
of a fatal crash in Haskell
County this morning.

The crash occurred at 7:36
AM. on U.S. Highway 277,
0.2 miles north of the inter-
section with County road
431. This is a one vehicle
rollover with one occupant.

Michael Duke Browning,
Jr. was driving a 2011 Ken-
worth rollback wrecker south
bound on U.S. Highway 277
during a rainstorm. Brown-
ing lost control of the vehicle
due to driving too fast due to
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MANUEL VELA
husband Pete, daughter
Amelia and husband Andy,
and daughter Linda and
husband Darwin all of Am-

Willie Smith Rose Sr.

WILLIE SMITH ROSE SR.
wife; Saundra Rose, his
first wife; Martha Fough,
three daughters; Cathy Pitt-
man of Rule, Pam Rose and
husband, Larry Corbell of
Lewisville, and Fonda Har-
vell and husband, Michael

Roll-over leaves 1 dead

water on the roadway.

The vehicle rolled over
and ended up in a field on
the west side of the roadway.
Mr. Browning had not been
wearing his seat belt and was
ejected in the crash.

Michael Duke Brown-
ing, Jr. W/M, 31 years of age
from Midwest City, Okla-
homa was taken to Stamford
Memorial Hospital where
he was pronounced dead by
doctors.

This crash is being in-
vestigated by Corporal Nick
Jimenez. The weather was
raining and the roadway was
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arillo; daughter Aurora and
husband Daniel of Kan-
sas City; daughter Minnie
and husband Claudio Jr.,
daughter Lupe and husband
John all of Wichita Falls;
son John and wife Vickie
of Waco; daughter Olivia
of San Marcos;  daughter
Oralia and husband Or-
lando of Burkburnett; and
son Jesse of Ft. Worth; and
numerous grand-and great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held Saturday, January 19,
2013 at Our Lady of San
Juan Chapel in Moody fol-
lowed by internment at Old
Perry Cemetery.

of Midland; four sons; Ed-
die Shipman, and wife,
Vickie of Round Rock, Wil-
lie S. Rose Jr. and wife, An-
gelita of Georgetown, Mi-
chael Rose and wife, Sue of
New Braunfels, and Keith
Williford and wife, Bridget
of Buffalo Gap, eighteen
grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

The family wants to extend
a special thanks to Wichita
Falls hospice doctors, nurses
and staff for the loving care
shown to our family during
this time.

Willie’s obituary and me-
morial guestbook may be
viewed  at www.robertmas-
sie.com
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Virgil Glenn “Sonny” Crawford

Virgil Glenn “Sonny” Craw-
ford, passed away on Friday,
January 18, 2013 at 8:43 am.
at his home in Munday, Texas.
Sonny was born in Seymour,
Texas on April 17, 1933 to
Thomas Monroe and Lennie
Mae Crawford.

Sonny attended Seymour
schools and began working for
B. K. Electric as a summer in-
tern in 1953. He later became a
full-time employee and worked
there for 42 years, ultimately
serving as Area Supervisor.

Sonny met Tommie Mae
King when they were children.
The story is told by Sonny’s best
friend who says he and Sonny
were walking down the street
when Sonny saw a pretty little
red haired girl walking with her
friends. He told his friend he
was going to marry her. By ages
13 and 14, Sonny and Tommie
were boyfriend and girlfriend.
They would never date anyone
else and were married three
years later. In May they would
have been married for 62 years.

Sonny was an avid sports-
man. He loved hunting, fishing,
and golf. For decades Sonny
and Tommie would travel to
Colorado for annual deer and
elk hunts with the same group
of close friends and family. He
was a member of the Believer’s
Chapel church, which he helped
to build from the foundation up.
His favorite thing was spending
time with his grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

Sonny is survived by the love
of his life, Tommie, 1 son, Gary
Crawford and wife Cheryl, a
daughter Karen Longan and

Menus for Feb.4th- Feh.8th

MONDAY FEBRUARY 4TH
MACARONI/BEEF CASSEROLE
TOMATOES (IN ENTREE)
LIMA BEANS
WHOLE WHEAT ROLL,
EMERALD PEARS

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 5TH
TILAPIA/LEMON SLICE
WHOLE KERNEL CORN

COLE SLAW
HUSH PUPPIES
CHERRY CRISP

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY
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6TH
SPAGHETTI /MEAT SAUCE
ITALIAN VEGETABLES
BROCCOLI
GARLIC TOAST
AUTUMN JELLO

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 7TH
BBQ CHICKEN
MASHED POTATOES
CARROT/RAISIN SALAD
CORNBREAD
FRUIT/OATMEAL BAR

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 8TH

SONNY CRAWFORD

husband, Bill, and a daughter
Regina (Sudy) Howry and hus-
band, Gary. All the Crawford
children make their home in
Munday. Sonny is also survived
by a sister, Delores Killian of
Wichita Falls, a sister-in-law
Violet Patterson of Vera, and
his childhood, lifelong, closest
friend, Thelbert Blankenship.
He was preceded in death by two
brothers, Billy Wayne Crawford
of Seymour and Donald Craw-
ford of Sweetwater. He is also
survived by 9 grandchildren and
11 great-grandchildren, several
nieces and nephews, his hunt-
ing buddies, and a host of other
friends.

The family greeted friends
and relatives at a visitation from
1 to 2 p.m. Sunday, January 20,
at the McCauley Smith Funeral
Home in Munday. A funeral ser-
vice was held at 2 p.m. Monday,
January 21, 2013 at the Believ-
er’s Chapel in Munday. Burial
followed the service at Johnson
Memorial Cemetery in Munday.
In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations to be made to
Believer’s Chapel, the Munday
Volunteer Fire Department, or
Keep Munday Beautiful.

BEEF STEW
TURNIP GREENS
CORNBREAD
BANANA PUDDING

COME EAT WITH US AND

SUPPORT YOUR AGING
CENTER PROGRAM.
PLEASE CALL IN YOUR

ORDERS BY 10 A.M. TO

657-3618
ORDERS CANT BE TAKEN
AFTER 10 A.M. AND NEED
TO BE
PICKED UP AFTER 11 A.M.

The Drug Store — Your Valentine’s Headﬁuarters
CANDY

Russell Stover Candy in Heart shaped or plain boxes

CARDS

Send a Valentine’s Day e

(.3

with an American Greetings Card.

BALLOONS

Give a Beautiful Balloon Bouquet
Due to the helium shortage, all balloons are air filled.

JEWELRY

New shipment of Jewelry...Lots of BLING!

STUFFED ANIMALS

Add one to a balloon for a great gift

TRENDY CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

Latest Styles and Colors

GIFTS

Yankee Candles, Crosses and MUCH MORE!

Save 25%Off

one GIFT item!

January 31% thru February 2™
Limit one discount per family. Limit one coupon per purchase.
Candy and Cards not included.
Discount taken off regular price. Some restrictions apply.
Sale items, HBA, prescriptions and layaways not included
Cash & Carry.  Must present coupon before purchase.

Mark your calendar!

HEALTH SCREENINGS

Performed by Calvert Home Health
Wednesday, February 6

8a.m. to2 p.m. )
*Cholesterol Levels *Cardiovision
*Bone Density Testing  *Liver Function Tests
*Body Fat Composition *PSA Blood Test for Men
*Thyroid Blood Testing *Vitamin D Testing
* Blood Typing * Diabetic A1C Testing
High Sensitivity CRP — the First Indicator of Heart Disease
o Prices range from $10 to $75 per test.

Call 940-864-2673 or come by to make an appointment.

The Drug Store in Haskell is
your local source for
Home Medical Equipment,
Oxygen, Diabetic Supplies and More!

Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 8 a.m.to2 p.m.
www.haskelidragstore.com
THE DRUG STORE HASKELL 864-2673

kell, TX 79521 |

 (940)864-2673
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The Paperboy
A little midweek rant A migiige
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hen did we be- soon. Behind closed doors this is a
come a monarchy? Funny how the left has discussion in Washington the
Iwatched  painted Republicans in a media won't tell you about:
the presidential “inauguration”  corner. Hard to win anything 'The main reason the
(it was on, admittedly I just when you're always playing pathway to citizenship is being
glanced off and on) and it sure  defense. discussed and agreed upon is
seemed more like a coronation. Too bad the GOP couldnt  money. We need more young
Not bad for the poorest na-  run a stronger candidate. The ~ people paying taxes into the
tion on Earth. one shining star I see from that  system and what better way
What? party is Sen. Marco Rubsio. than to get 11 million illegals
T \ere ot He’s the man, but he claimed on the tax rolls and let that
poor? Were  to be too young and inexperi-  additional federal income help
the only enced. foot the bill.
place on the Since when did that matter? Don't get me wrong, 'm
planet with actually liking much of what's
a$16.4 Our employees werenttoo  being discussed regarding
trillion debt  happy to see less take home immigration reform. But when
and $100 money on Jan. 1. They were I hear the quotes from our
trillion surprised. elected officials I know I'm
CHRIS in future Guess what? They were re-  not hearing all of the reasons.
entitlement  ally surprised when I men- What's new?
BLACKBURN payouts. tioned that it was only the tip
— We'rebroke of the iceberg. That's right: As I said a couple of weeks
as a joke and to argue other- everybody’s taxes are going to  ago, we're on our own. Rural
wise is moronic at best. keep going up and up. America’s voice is gone so it’s
But man, we can sure throw I thought I heard a can- up to us to love and care for
down a $200 million partyto  didate promise that no one one another and make our
anoint our king with his ador- ~ making less than $250,000 a communities stronger.
ing media in tow. year blah, blah, blah. No excuses, just results.
The funny thing is that Look around your town
How about that Republican  people actually believed it. and make sure your local
Party? If you were one of those elected officials are the best
You mean you forgot we people, I hate to be the one to  and brightest your town or
were mostly a two-party coun- tell you that during the next county has to offer. If they’re
try? two years, taxes will soar on not, dump the incumbent and
It’s not hard to see why with  everything: insurance, gas, bring in new blood.
the Chicken Littles scrambling  consumption, withholdings ... Rant over...
to get some kind of airtime. the list is impressive.
The gutless GOP has an Face it, we are the new Christopher Blackburn is publisher
image problem and they seem  Europe. of The Knox County News- Courier
haplcss to change it anYﬁIne and CEO of Blackburm Media Group.

T e Idle American

From sharing signs to super bowls...

ing on over here in the “Capital
City.” Seems routine happenings are the
order of the day. There were a couple of
junior high ball games Monday night.
Northside came here and suffered losses
at the hands of the Colts. The local girls

won 16-12, and the boys’ score was 30-27.

There are no more home games this year.
The next games are on Monday in Crow-
ell. The girls’ game will be at 5:30 PM
followed around 6:30 by the boys’ game.
We wish them good luck.

Next week will be busy as the Histori-
cal Commission works tirelessly to get
the meal together for Sunday’s (Feb. 3)
fundraiser. And, of course, there’s work
involved getting the silent auction set up
as well as all that goes with preparing for
that event. We hope to see a lot of friends
there. Following the meal, etc., we can all
go over to Knox City and “inspect” the
new clinic as the Pink Ladies host the
Open House. And then, top the day off
with the Super Bowl. Should be a fun-
filled day. -

Regarding Our lll

Corrine Parrish is a patient in Hen-
drick Medical Center in Abilene follow-
ing a fall that resulted in a broken hip
on Friday. She underwent surgery this
morning (Sunday), and according to fam-
ily members, is doing fine and should be
up and walking pretty soon. Hopefully
her stay in Abilene won't be too long.
Judy and Randolph Barnett and Philomae
Roberson are in Abilene with her.

Barbara Ryder spent some time in Sey-
mour Hospital this past week. She had
some blood pressure problems, but got it
pretty well leveled out and is feeling bet-
ter. Hopefully, she won’t have any more
trouble.
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Bud Conner was in Lubbock Tuesday
to see his doctor concerning the trouble

. he is having with his hand. He has

surgery scheduled for Feb. 22 to repair
nerve damage in his hand and upper arm.
Needless to say, he’s ready to get that
taken care of.

Here ‘n’ There

Steve and Judy Watson of Durant,
Okla., visited her aunt, Hazel Stockton,
on Saturday. They were en route home
from a visit in Hobbs, N.M.

Hayden Neal of Seymour visited her
grandmother, Janet Reed, Thursday and
Friday. Hayden is the daughter of Blain
and Gary.

Bobby and Courtney Sherrard have
moved back to Benjamin after moving to
Rochester and living a short while. They
live in the Leola Isbell house, which they
purchased some time ago. We are glad
they are back “home.”

I talked to Tina Sealy today. She was
busy working on her daughter Lisa’s wed-
ding dress. She said Lisa and Anthony
Ainsworth will be getting married on Feb.
16 in Knox City.

Maggie Seidenberger Farragamo and
her husband have a baby boy born about
two weeks ago. Don’t have any important
information on her except his name is
AJ. “Grandma” Selinda Meinzer could
not be reached by phone today,
so maybe by next week I’ll have all the
facts about him.

There’s going to be a Hee Haw Ben-
jamin Style toward the last of February.
The program will include local talent and
should be a fun-filled evening. More on
this as time nears, but start to plan now
to attend. It ought to be good!!!

Gladene Green is a longtime Benjamin resident
and correspondent.

The disappearing act

en this column began in’02,
half-hearted promises were made
to provide occasional recipes and
helpful hints. Alas, only one of each has been
offered so far.

With Texas Motor Speedway’s introduc-
tion of bacon-flavored cotton candy to its
concession menu, I'm going to provide one
of my mamma’s favorite recipes—salmon
patties with whipped cream. Now if I can
e Just find ¢,

Today, I offer my second
helpful hint: Make sure
you have fresh batteries in
your TV remotes. This is a
“must” for the extraction
of the powerful, engaging
and memorable moments

of Super Bowl XLVII....

DON
NEWBURY

Schedule practice runs to
make sure all the buttons
are functioning. After

all, there will be frequent
“pauses, fast forwards and
back-ups” for an event that will be viewed-
-as well as recorded--in tens of millions of
households.

I typically record most TV shows for later
viewing--even if only 30 minutes later-- to
bypass commercials. (I realize, in the words
of new friend Rick Dahlgren, “this is not
‘rocket surgery’.”)

For the Super Bowl, however, I flip-flop.
The game’s outcome is of little interest to
me, but I don’t want to miss a commercial.
I'm already “up to hear” (up to “see,” too)
with pre-game stuff, including Ma and Pa
Harbaugh’s 100% certainty of their sons
coaching both winning and losing teams,
since brothers John and Jim Harbaugh are
opposing head coaches....

It’s the ads that make us smile when not
much else does. They'd better, since 30-sec-
ond spots are going for up to $4 million each
and projected to cost $5 mil by ‘16.

By recording the event, we can zip from
commercial to commercial, ignoring a game
known for becoming lopsided.

We'll join millions of others the next day
as media experts dissect the “winners and
losers.” Then, for a few months, we’ll remem-
ber the really good commercials. Recalling
which products go with which ads, however,
is quite another matter....

sopokokok

Ads have come a long way since Burma-
Shave signs entertained a nation. At their
height in the 50, 7,000 verses were nailed
on fence posts across the US.

The “ditties”—many written by Nebraska
University student Warren Buffett--helped
us smile through depression years. And the

lege.

We lived in comparative slow motion, nos-
trils soothed by aromatic roses along the way.
Cars were slower, highways were rougher,
and TV had not yet arrived. Yes, it took
less to amuse us. Those signs did the trick,
though, particularly during unscheduled
stops along the road for tire repairs. We kids
ran on ahead to see all six signs....

The signs cost next to nothing, save for
the cost of planks of wood, paint and clever
words. By comparison, each 30-second TV
spot costs advertisers up to 40 cents per
viewer!

. Why wouldn't “losing” ad people groan,
“Alka-Seltzer it up” and seek other lines of
work?

This is the fate of ad-making dice-throwers
for “the ultimate game.” (In 1972, Dal-
las’ Duane Thomas questioned, “If it’s the
ultimate game, how come they’re playing it
again next year?”)...

I miss days when conversations began with
“Have you heard the one about?”

Sometimes I visit websites featuring the
old Burma-Shave poems. The final “dit-
tie” was posted exactly 50 years ago for
the “good-to-the-last-strop” lather: “Our
Fortune/Is Your Shaven Face/It’s Our Best/
Advertising Space.” Shortly before, this one
was seen along the way: “Farewell O Verse/
Along the Road/How Sad to See/You're Out
of Mode.”

A few whine that the Super Bowl is “much
ado about nothing.” These folks need to
get ready for another heaping helping of

”»

ado.”..

No doubt, longtime West Texas Con-
gressman Charlie Stenholm is happy he
served in a gentler era, when folks smiled
more.

He regaled audiences with a terrific Super
Bowl story I have “appropriated” for repeated
non-government use.

Charlie told of a Super Bowl viewing party
planned for youth following church worship
services....

‘The youth minister, afraid there might not
be enough food for a larger-than-anticipated
crowd, scrawled a sign for the sandwich
table. “Please Take Just Two--Remember
God is Watching You.” :

He didn't notice a 14-year-old making a
cookie sign.

It read, “Take All You Want--God’s
Watching the Sandwiches.”...

Don Newbury, former chancellor of Howard Payne
University, is a humorist and motivational speaker.
Email him at newbury@speakerdoc.com.

ave you seen the
email message
that’s circulating
about the nine things that
are on the verge of disap-
pearing from life as we
know it?
Two are ways I've been
known
to make
a living.
One is
the post
office,
~and 1
don’t
want to
say what
the other
one is.

HANABA

MUNN
WELCH And just
as my
husband
and I are finally about to
get started writing a book
— one reason we married
— books are on their way
out, except for ebooks. Oh
well. Maybe we’ll find an
epublisher.

Our topic? So as not to
leave you wondering, it’s
a book about an architect
who was active at the turn
of the century.

And there you have
proof that we’ve moved
well into the 21st century.
“Turn of the century”
doesn’t necessarily mean
19th to 20th now that
we’ve gone from the 20th
to the 21st. That term no
doubt creates a few years’

worth of confusion every
time one century follows
another.

Speaking of centu-
ries, my friend Eunice is
turning 100. By the time
you read this, she will be
looking back over several
successive decades. Eunice
either makes me feel old
or young. I’'m not sure
which. Maybe a little bit
of both.

Back when 2000 rolled
around, I was working as
a news reporter. It wasn’t
news, but we reporters all
did perfunctory reviews of
the century that was about
to be history.

What amazed me was
that I could remember
the entire second half of
it and had a pretty good
grip on the first half,
thanks partly to the age
of my parents (older than
most) and to all the fad-
ing touches of the past
still in place during my
childhood. One was the
ragman who went though
town collecting rags, his
wagon pulled by mules.
No doubt, his profession
had been quite ordinary
at one point in history —
common enough to turn
“rag man” into “ragman”
sort of like “e-mail” has
become “email.” And
forgive me if I've talked
about the ragman before.
He impressed me. Or his
mules did.

Besides the ragman,
other relics still in place
during my earliest years
were the brass spittoons
in the bank building,
between the elevators on
each floor. They repre-
sented a time when chew-
ing tobacco had been in
vogue.

Now that people are
chewing and spitting
tobacco again, spittoons
should be poised to make
a comeback. But who
would empty them? No-
body.

On the other hand, now
that robots are finding
work in car factories,
robots could also handle
spittoons. That would be
a nice blend of past and
future. Remember where
you heard it first.

As for the nine-item
list, I’ll not regurgitate it
for you in toto. You prob-
ably got the email too.

Besides, who'’s to say
some things won’t make a
comeback anyway?

Eunice once told me
that when she was a young
housewife, she recycled
her bathwater to mop the
floor and water her plants.

Eunice the recycler and
water conservationist. One
of the comebacks.

Hanaba Munn Welch is a con-
tributor and columnist for The
Post Dispatch.

Slow down & watch for detours in work zones. On highways, know the
posted speed & drive to road conditions. And always watch for cyclists
& pedestrians. Thanks, you're a lifesaver.

extra money helped him smile through col-

EiEEE Save a Life

Texas Department of Transportation
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lans are about complete for
P the annual Knox County

Museum Barbeque at the
Benjamin Memorial Building on
Sunday February 3rd at 11 a.. to
1:30 p.m. Take-out plates will
be available. Barbequed brisket,
sausage, and baked turkey; Home-
made potato salad and coleslaw;
special pinto beans; deviled eggs;
and homemade pies will make up
the February 3 menu.

You will be able to bid on doz-
ens (over 100 last year) of silent
auction items donated by busi-
nesses and individuals interested
in s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>