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KC students earn top honors in ‘Six-Man Heaven’ contest

Tommy WELLS
The Knox County News

Thanks to a group of high school
students, Knox City earned a few new
names recently, including one‘that would
make the most die-hard six-man football
fan happy - Six-Man Heaven.

Five Knox City High School students
helped the community earn the “Heaven”
crown for 2011 by winning the Six-Man
Heaven art contest. The contest, which
was open to all schools that participate
in six-man football, was sponsored by

www.sixmanfootball.com.

Ryan Ledesma, Kelsey Vasquez, Ali-
son Lynn, T.J. Moore and Jarek Wilde,
backed by the support of sponsor Ryan
Falks, produced a short 7-minute film
showing the role high school. football
plays in the community. The students
used game footage as well as interviews
to produce a video.

“This year’s contest was highly com-
petitive with exceptional entries in all the
categories,” said Alan Barber, a profes-
sional filmmaker who served as one of
the judges. “We sincerely thank the stu-

dents and their teacher sponsors for their
efforts.”

Knox City’s film, which can be viewed
on YouTube at http://youtu.be/yP_sKvcp-
bZl, edged out productions from students
at Penelope and Rule. By winning, the
students earned KCHS a $1,000 donation
and a “Six-Man Heaven” trophy.

Penelope finished second in the film
division’s standings. Rule’s film, which
was created by Celeste Caddell, Clay
Morrow, Mason Grindstaff, Jennifer
Starr, Joshua Quintero and Darryl Wil-
liams, placed third.

Blanket High School’s Hope Heard
won the event’s essay contest. For her ef-
forts, she earned her school a $300 dona-
tion and a trophy.

Aspermont’s Emilea’ English and
Kannan Pitcock won the photography
division. Blanket’s James Frink earned
an honorable mention finish in the photo
contest.

Joining Barber as judges in the con-
test was Texas Football six-man edi-
tor Leman Saunders, Teresa Bourgise
and www.sixmanfootball.com founder
Granger Huntress.

Six-Man Heaven
The following is a look at the win-
ners in the 2011 “Six-Man Heaven” art
contest.
Film Division
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Rainfall
totals far
ahead of
2011 mark

Tommy WELLS
The Knox County News

Just A GROOVIN’

Area farmers and ranchers received some wel-
come news last week from the National Weather
Service. The drought that has plagued Texas -
and much of the Southwestern U.S. - could be
weakening ... at least, for now.

According to data provided by NWS repre-
sentative Ed Andrews, the Throckmorton and
Knox County area has received more than an
inch over its normal precipitation levels for Jan-
uary. According to Andrews, the county received
1.04 inches of rainfall in the month.

That news is welcome news for an area that
finished the 2011 year more than 13 inches be-
low its normal precipitation levels.

The rainfall news came on the heels of the
NWS’ announcement that drought conditions
had been broken in parts of Texas earlier this
year. Several areas of the Dallas-Fort Worth area
were declared non-drought regions following a
wet January.

Locally, the drought status hasn’t changed
much. Despite recent precipitation, much of
Knox County remains in “moderate” to “severe”
on the U.S. Drought Monitor.

Andrews’ rainfall totals show the area re-
ceived plenty of precipitation in the first 31 days
of the 2012 calendar year.

The area’s rainfall totals increased by almost
an inch on Jan. 25 when another .90 of an inch
fell. A total of .15 fell the following day. The
three days of rainfall easily surpassed the normal
precipitation level for January. The “normal”
level of rain for the county in the first month of
the season is just 1.14 inches.

Knox County didn’t come close to normal
a year ago. In January 2011, the county caught
about .15 of an inch.

Young and Baylor counties saw their drought
status improve in the NWS release. Throckmor-
ton County received mixed reviews. The south-
eastern half of the county is in Stage 1 of the
drought plan, while the northwestern corner is
still in Stage 2. ;

The recent rains have helped with stock pond
levels, however.

‘Valentine
Cuties’ photos

Cou photo
Munday’s Jay White (right) and Knox City’s Danny Wainscott helped 3Kord, a Christian rock band, rock the Anson Opera
House recently. 3Kord formed about three years ago as a praise band.

Local band rocks Anson Opera House

White (vocals and lead guitar), Knox City’s
Danny Wainscott (bass), and James Jackson
(drums), and Christopher Gibson (keyboard),
played for a full house.

According to White, the band got its
start about three years ago as a praise band
with Ruben Garcia and Jimmy Guerrero and
evolved from there. Saturday was especially
significant for 3Kord since it was the first time
all four members, some of them new, played

together live.

Playing at such an historic venue as the
Anson Opera House was also significant for
the group.

“This was very special for us. We knew
the history of the opera house and were
very honored and humbled to be there,” said
White.

While contemporary rock isn’t the usual

See ROCK on Page 5

BRrENNA TrRONCOSO
Special to The Knox County News

The Anson Opera House, which is known
for playing old-style Country and Western
music, changed its line-up a bit recently when
it featured 3Kord, a contemporary Christian
Rock band, at its monthly musical on Saturday,
Jan. 21.

The band, composed of Munday’s Jay

AdKkins to seek Precinct 1
position in Haskell County

due by Feb. 12

Local residents that would like
to enter their children, or grand-
children, into the 2012 Knox
County News “Valentine’s Cuties”
photo spread should submit their
photos to the News office by Mon-
day, Feb. 12.

The photos will be printed, in
full color, in the Feb. 16 edition of
the newspaper.

Photos can be dropped at the
News’ office at 110 N. Central
Ave, or mailed to: Knox County
News, PO. Box 188, Knox City,
Texas, 79529. They can also be
emailed to the paper at knoxcone-
ws@gmail.com

There is a $15 charge for each
photo to help offset the cost of
color.

Big support ...
More than 200 area residents turned out to attend
the Knox County Historical Society’s benefit on
Sunday in Benjamin. One of the big attractions
at the gala was the silent auction, which featured
more than 100 items.

Haskell County farmer Don
Adkins announced he would
be seeking the Precinct 1 com-
missioner’s position in Haskell
County during the upcoming
election.

Born and raised in Rochester,
Adkins said the experience he
gained in a career that has taken
him to several countries would
enable him to serve Haskell
County residents well.

“With world-wide experience
combined with a knowledge of
Haskell County, I believe I am
the best candidate for county

The Knox County News,
which was purchased by Tommy
and Patricia Wells recently, is us-

commissioner,” he said.

A 1961 graduate of Rochester
High School in 1961, he worked
in a variety of positions in his life,
including working for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, farming
in Haskell County, and also serv-
ing as the Quality Assurance/
Quality Control Construction
Superintendent for Howe-Baker
Engineers in oil and gas plant
construction. At Howe-Baker, he
was in charge of bidding and de-
sign of 18 oil and gas plants:

Duties included job site setup,

See ELECTON on Page 3

ing a new email address, effective
immediately.
The News’ new email address

Support your Hometown - Shop Knox County First for uality and Price

Don AdKins ...
... seeks for Precinct 1 position

Knox County News unveils new email address

is: knoxconews@gmail.com.

The paper’s phone and Fax

numbers will remain unchanged.
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More weeks of deliberation
expected in redistricting

AUSTIN - Attorney General
Greg Abbott oOn Feb. 1, the
D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals
signaled that the Texas House,
Senate and U.S. congressional
district maps drawn by the state
Legislature last spring could
take weeks worth of scrutiny
in testing for compliance under
the federal Voting Rights Act of
1965.

The Act provides the basis
to cure racial discrimination in
elections and election-related
processes. Section 5 of the Act
requires Texas, among other
states and smaller jurisdictions,
to obtain preclearance of redis-
tricting maps by the D.C. Cir-
cuit Court.

Meanwhile, in San Antonio
on Feb. 2, the three-judge panel
of the U.S. District Court, West-
ern District of Texas, indicated
it would proceed with the task of
revising the three sets of maps,
as directed by the U.S. Supreme
Court. In January, the high court
threw out the San Antonio dis-
trict court panel’s attempt to
revise the Texas Legislature’s
enacted maps and ordered the
three judges to follow more
closely the Legislature’s intent
in its next remedial effort.

Furthermore, on Feb. 2, the
San Antonio district court in-
structed plaintiffs - (Shannon
Perez et al. v. defendants State
of Texas et al.) in each of the
three redistricting cases to pres-
ent their arguments in court on
Feb. 15. Parties have until Feb.
10 to file their legal briefs.

Although a court order is-
sued in mid-December set April
3 as the date for the Texas pri-
maries, court actions put on the
calendar last week could bump
them later in April or even May
or June.

Capital Highlights

By
Ed
Sterling

TSTA calls
for special session

Pressure on the governor to
call a special session of the Texas
Legislature to address shortages
in school funding is increasing.

Public education absorbed
a multi-billion dollar hit when
the Legislature, in its January
through May 2011 regular ses-
sion, made across the board
spending cuts to address the
state’s estimated $20 billion
budget deficit for the 2012-2013
biennium. Then, Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst who presides over the
Senate, and House Speaker Joe
Straus steered fiscally conser-
vative majorities in the Senate
and House to approve the use of
about $3 billion of the state’s $9
billion Economic Stabilization
(also known as “Rainy Day”)
Fund. The tapped amount was
applied to the public education
and heath and human services
budgets.

Texas State Teachers As-
sociation last week urged Gov.
Rick Perry to call lawmakers to
Austin to appropriate $2.5 bil-
lion from the state’s Rainy Day
Fund “to head off another round
of harmful cuts in local public
school budgets for the 2012-
2013 school year.”

TSTA President Rita Haecker,
at a Feb. 1 Capitol news confer-
ence, pointed out the effects of
the governor and the legislative
majority’s cutting of $5.4 billion
from -public education for the
current, two-year budget period,
including $4 billion in formula
funding obligations to school
districts and another $1.4.bil-
lion in Texas Education Agency

grants to districts.
An estimated 32,000 school
employees including 12,000

teachers already have lost their
jobs, and more than 8,200 el-
ementary classes are larger than
the cap set by state law. “Ulti-
mately, these cuts and crowded
classrooms harm our students’
learning environment,” Haecker
said. TSTA is circulating a peti-
tion calling on the governor to
call a special session, she added.
A year ago, the office of the
Texas Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts reported that $7.2 billion
of the Rainy Day Fund came
from oil and gas production
taxes.

Oil & gas
figures take shape

These days, oil and gas in-
dustry trucks are seen moving
up and down roads and high-
ways in many parts of Texas and
setting up shop here and there on
sites visible from public rights of
way.

Many Texas newspapers rou-
tinely report this information,
but in light of the current call.for
a special session and the Rainy
Day Fund’s tie to oil and gas
production taxes, here are fig-
ures reported by the state agency
that regulates the oil and gas in-

dustry.
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awards to employees.

Service awards ...

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) recently presented service
Marty Smith, Childress District Engineer presented
an award to: Heath Adams, Dickens/King County Maintenance for 10 years of
dedicated service to TxDOT

Courtesy photo

Benjamin News

Benjamin was a “happening
place” on Sunday. That was the
day of the annual brisket, sausage
& turkey dinner to benefit the mu-
seum. Friends of the Knox County
Historical Commission outdid
themselves in preparing for this
much-looked-forward to event.
And lots of friends passed through
the doors to enjoy every aspect of
it. Many door prizes were won and
the silent auction had such a won-
derful selection of items to bid on.
There was something for everyone.
No word on how much was made
for the on-going museum project
but it must have been quiet a lot
and every dime is appreciated.

And a personal note - Thanks
to everyone I called who so gra-

ciously agreed to make a pie or "

deviled eggs. No one turned me
down. Proof over again that peo-
ple are willing to help out for a
good cause.

And now the plans are made

and work has begun on preparing

~~~~~

for the. S{alentme dinner, and pro-
gram coming up this next Sunday'

Qe

evening (Feb. 12th) at the Ex-
Student Building. This will be the
second such event and we hope to
make it an annual affair. The meal
this year will be a potato and taco
bar, with a chocolate sheet cake for
dessert. Tea and coffee will also
be available. This is a commu-
nity effort sponsored by the three
churches and we hope to have a
good attendance. Following the
meal, we will have entertainment
— individual singers, musicians,
poetry and also group singing. It
should be a lot of fun and we hope
to see you there — the fun begins

Sharpen your

at 6 p.m. and there is no charge.
Remember Sunday, Feb. 12.

In other news, my sincere sym-
pathy to the family of Toby Yates
of Weinert. Toby passed away
Monday a.m. after being in fail-
ing health for quite some time. His
funeral was Wednesday at Weinert
First Baptist Church.

Here ‘N There

Linda and Charles
were in Lubbock during the week-
end for a visit with their grandson,
Drew Tyson and his girlfriend,
Kristie Winberg, both of Portland,
Oregon. They had been to Clo-
vis, NM to visit his parents and
sisters, Amy and Vince, Kate and
Abby, then on to Lubbock to visit
his Aunt Lori and family and his
brother, Matt, and came to Ben-
jamin on Sunday to visit his aunt,
Becky Jones and family. So they
had a chance to visit everyone in
their short time. Linda said Kristie
was._quite “taken with” the coun-
tryside here as she’sa city'girl and
her. surtoundings-are- quite differ-
ent from what we have ‘around
Benjamin! Charles and Linda will
be back in Lubbock on Wednes-
day for Charles to have some
more surgery. This is not nearly
as extensive as the last two and he
should be back home on Thursday
or Friday.

And Steve Sheedy will be hav-
ing some surgery on Thursday,
also in Lubbock. This is an out-
patient procedure and, barring any
complications, he should be back
home in a day or two. Meanwhile,
his wife, Casandra, is having prob-

eBay skills on

Feb. 23 with free workshop

Do you want to learn how to
buy and sell using eBay or just
brush up on your eBay skills?
The Knox County Visioning
Group (KCVGQG) is bringing Russ
Altman, Assistant Director of the
Texas Tech Small Business De-
velopment Center of Abilene to
Munday to conduct a free eBay
workshop focusing on buying and
selling on eBay.

This workshop is de51gned
for both individuals as well as

Tom Bassett, Agent
705 N Avenue E
Haskell, TX 79521
Bus: 940-864-3250
tom.bassett. m8yb@statefarm.com

Mon-Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
After Hours by Appointment

Se habla espafiol

§ save rarm
{NSURANCE §

oo ©

StateFarm

“Discounts vary by states.
 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, .
 State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, It \ .

small businesses on how eBay
can help your existing business. It
will take place Thursday, Febru-
ary 23, from 6 p.m.to 7:30 p.m. at
the Perry Patton Center, Munday,
Texas.

This is the first in a series
of five Business Development
Workshops hosted by the KCVG.
For more information, visit www.
thescoopofknoxprairie.blogspot.
com, or call (940) 459-4121. Re-
freshments will be served.

Talk to your
neighbors,
then talk

to me.

See why State Farm®insures
more drivers than Geico and
Progressive combined. Great
service, plus discounts of

up to 40 percent*

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.’

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

Griffith

By Gladene Green

lems. She has a pinched nerve in
her left arm and shoulder that has
really been hurting. She went for
an MRI on Saturday and when she
gets the results, she will know how
they will treat it.

Several former residents were
here Sunday for the dinner. I know
I missed some but I did see Ken-
neth and Ila Mae Benson and
Wanda Joyce Benson Jennings of
Wichita Falls; Fred Lewis Cren-
shaw of Abilene, Jerry Benson of
Munday, and Betty Clower Parker
of Aspermont, who was visiting
her mom, Gloria West. Gloria is
sad as she had to have her little .
dog, Jake, put to sleep as his health
was going down fast. He had been
her constant companion for several
years but his age finally caught up
with him. Many folks can identify
with her situation.

My dear friends, Guindell and
Peggy Cure Ritchie of Wichita
Falls, and their son, Michael of
Dallas; were here Sunday: for the
benefit meal. It’s always:so. good
to see them and visit a while.

Guy Spikes was over from
Seymour on Sunday and he and
his mom, Dorothy, also enjoyed
the meal and visiting friends.

Jessie and Leah Vanderpal,
both students at McMurry, were
here for the weekend to visit fam-
ily, their parents, Brent and Dawn,
and brother, Benjamin.

Rachel Duke Feris and little
son Zachariah of Wichita Falls
was also here. Her baby is so cute
and I saw grandpa Dennis walking
around with him and you could
tell he was a very pleased grand-
parent!

I didn’t see the basketball game
on Friday night but understand
Benjamin and Knox City played
pretty close during the entire .
game. Knox City did win, but they
tell me it was a good game.

es Rae Ricter

Richter earns ‘1’

at 4A choir contest ;

Des’Rae Richter turned in a
solid performance at the recent
Class 4A choir contest held last
weekend at Angelo State Uni-
versity. The Big Spring High
School freshman earned a “1” in
her solo performance.

“I was pretty excited when
they told me,” said the 14-year- .
old, who also competes in cross
country and track at BSHS. “I’'m
really happy with the score.”

Choir members are scored on
a scale of 1 to 5, which 1 being
the best rating possible.

Richter will not be advancing
to the UIL state choir contest,
however. Freshmen do not qual-
ify for the state contest.

Richter is the daughter of for-
mer Knox City resident Amanda
(Christian) Richter.


mailto:tom.bassett.m8yb@statefarm.com
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Obituaries

Mary Helen Bratcher

Mary Helen Bratcher , 86,
of Vera, Texas, died on Tues-
day, Feb. 7, 2012 at the Mun-
day Nursing Center in Munday,
Texas.

Services were scheduled for
Feb. 9, 2012 at 10 a.m. at the
Vera Methodist Church in Vera.
Rev. Steve Ulrey and Rev. Sam-
mie Ellis officiated the ceremo-
ny. Burial followed in the Vera
Cemetery.

Mary Helen was born Sept.
9, 1925 in Baylor County to
William Clay and Ruth Jordan
Ellis. She attended school in
the Lively Community and in
Seymour. She married Claudell
Fred Bratcher on Feb. 18, 1945.
He preceded her in death on June
5, 2009. During WWII, Mary
Helen worked for the Depart-
ment of the Navy in Oakland,
California. She was a home-
maker, worked as a telephone
operator and at Perry Brothers.
She was a member of the Vera
Methodist Church and the Or-
der of the Eastern Star.

She is survived by two sons,
Burtly Bratcher of Ft. Worth and
Larry F. Bratcher and wife, Pat-
tie, of Vera; five grandchildren,
Bob Bratcher and wife, Sonja;
Elizabeth James and husband,
Stephen; Heather Bratcher
Smith and husband, Jay; Tim
Bratcher; and Tara Bratcher
Key and husband, Scott; nine

Mary Helen Bratcher

great grandchildren, Lau-
ryn Bratcher; Jordan Bratcher
Lewis; Meghan Bratcher; Dale
Robert James; Merideth Ellis
James; Noah Scott Key; Jonah
Alan Key; Micah Bratcher Key;
and Jack Smith. She is also sur-
vived by one future great-great
grandchild, and one sister, Flo
Bratcher of Bowie

The family received friends
at the funeral home from 7-8
p.m. on Wednesday.

The family suggests memo-
rials to the Vera Cemetery As-
sociation.

Services were under the
direction of Archer Funeral
Home.

Lewis William Groves

Bill had a life that ranged
from extremely challenged to
unbelievably fortunate -- chal-
lenging from a series of mental
and physical illness and difficult
social situations -- to the great
fortune of being cared for and
protected by a large family of
many people making up a whole
county that knew him and kept
him in mind and gave him what
he needed to survive.

Bill was bitten by a rattle-
snake when he was three and
suffered brain damage from the
venom to the extent that he was
always intellectually just slightly
below what he wanted to be and
what my parents had hoped. Bill
was the younger of two sons to
parents who were rescued -- not
an exaggeration -- by education
both as students and teachers.
Our mother never had a mother,
our father never had a father
and these deep wounds made
them both very attached to us
and to each other -- and equally
so to education and their place
teaching in the community here.
Bill’s educational struggles wor-
ried them both, but somehow
Bill managed to arrive at a place
that suited him, with the help of

many kind people.

It was believed that he
wouldn’t be able to care for him-
self after my parents’ deaths, but
he did do well. The community,
the church, the people he was in
Recovery with -- you kept him
alive.

It was a hard life, from great
highs to deep lows, but he lived
it as well as anybody in his situa-
tion possibly could have. He was
above all, brave and good heart-
ed. He was always bemused at
having relatives in Boston, and
had a deep emotional attach-
ment to his nephew John Daniel,
although he met J.D. only once.
Bill wrote us hundreds of letters
over the years, which were saved
because our parents were letter-
savers and great believers in the
written word. Those letters of
Bill are amazing. Although brief
and simple, they are stunningly
articulate about his real life and
feelings -- and the voice in those
letters reflects unselfconsciously
an amazingly full and observant
human being.

He was a good and decent
man in a great and generous
community -- he will be missed.
God rest him.

Anna Lou Shaver

Funeral services for Anna Lou
Shaver were scheduled for Fri-
day, Feb. 3, 2012 at 2 p.m. at the
First Methodist Church in Knox
City with Rev. Dolan Brinson
and Rev. Tom Carter officiating.
Burial was at the Rochester Cem-
etery in Rochester under the di-
rection of Smith Family Funeral
Homes.

Mrs. Shaver passed away in
Knox City on Feb. 1, 2012. She
was 92.

Born July 21, 1919 in Jones
County, she was the daughter of
W. C. Church and Lena Mash-
burn. Once graduating from Mc-
Murry University, she moved
to Rochester to begin teaching
school. She taught in Rochester
from 1938 to 1941. She married
R.A. Shaver, Jr. on June 1, 1940
in Jones County and they resid-
ed in Rochester their entire life.
Mrs. Shaver was a member of the
First United Methodist Church in
Rochester until its closing, then
joined the Methodist Church in
Knox City. She was very dedi-
cated to her church and was the
organist in Rochester for over 50
years. She was also a member of
the Women’s Literary Club.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, R.A. Shaver, Jr.; her
parents, W.C. and Lena Church;
two brothers, Clarence Church
and M.C. Church; and two sis-
ters, Mattie Willingham -and

Clara Dwiggins.

Anna Lou is survived by her
son, R.A. Shaver, III and wife,
Jinx, of Rochester; a daughter,
Marsha Clinton and husband,
Bill, of Houston; seven grandchil-
dren; 12 great grandchildren; one
great-great grandchild; a brother-
in-law, Bill Shaver and wife,
Sunny, ofLubbock; sister-in-law,
Evelyn Trimmier of Hale Center;
and many nieces and nephews.

If desired, memorials can
be made in Anna Lou Shaver’s
name to the First United Method-
ist Church of Knox City or Mc-
Murry University.

KNOX COUNTY NEWS

Vandalism has given graffiti a
bad name, even in Italy, where
graffiti sometimes get written in
English, which gives English a
bad name.

When I was a kid, nobody
knew the word graffiti. Seniors
wrote on water towers, kids in
grade school used their pocket-
knives to carve their initials in
their desks, and people wrote all
sorts of stuff on restroom walls.
But nobody dignified any of it
with such fine-sounding term as
graffiti, a word then known only
to archaeologists, art historians
and Italians.

Graffito, by the way, is the
singular, meaning one scribbling
as opposed to plural scribblings.
Interestingly, my computer tells
me scribbling can’t take an “s,”
but I just gave it one. So there.

If you want to feel smug,
flaunt a rule of grammar in pub-
lic and get away with it. Smug
and above the law. That’s me.
I guess that’s how some little
hoodlums felt last week after
they graffitied our otherwise un-
defaced neighborhood.

How little were they? I'm
guessing “Our Gang” age. No
sane adult would lose sleep to
spray wiggly lines and some
barely legible letters on vehicles.
It’s not something to brag about
the next day at work.

Our unassuming neighbor,
enemy to no adolescents he can
think of, got his nondescript
pickup circumscribed with or-
ange fluorescent paint. A Subur-

ban down the block caught some

white paint. My car escaped. So
did a nearby Corvette.

The next morning, cans of
spray paint were here and there,
as if the graffitists had been
scared and had tossed all tools
of the trade as they ran off.
Speaking of plural, no doubt
they were. Misbehaving juve-
niles like company. Right?

On the other hand, when I
myself made my first and only
foray into the world of graffiti,
I acted alone. I drew on the bare
wood walls of our attic staircase
landing with a pencil. No words

ELECTION

Continued from Page 1

opening accounts, screening, hir-
ing, testing and assigning work-
force and foremen, acquiring
machinery and tools, and also
preparing final red-line draw-
ings.

Received numerous certifi-
cations from OSHA pertaining
to safety in the workplace: to
test welders and conduct non-
destructive weld testing by ra-
diograph, di-pen, magnetic, and
ultra-sonic.

Adkins also served as consul-
tant for the U.S. Dept. of Interior
in the South Pacific, where he
constructed an electrical gen-
eration plant, and as a construc-
tion  manager/superintendent
for Western Weltek, Inc. in Salt
Lake City, Utah, where served as
Project and Construction Man-
ager over all pipelines within the
continental United States.

Adkins has maintained Top
Secret security clearance while
working for the U.S. Dept. of
State. He has worked with the
Army Corps of Engineers in 19
countries and had up to 150 peo-

Thank You

As we deal with the loss of our mother, our
Nanaw, we also celebrate the joy of her life.
The last two years had been difficult for her
but we draw comfort from the love and sup-
port that the people of this community have
shown. We appreciate the care provided for
her at the Munday Nursing Center. A special
thank you goes to the doctors and the staff of
the Knox County Hospital. Your compassion
and care during our mom'’s two week stay
was provided with respect and love. The
support from the KC Methodist Church and
Pastor Tom reminds us how truly comfort-
ing it is to have a church family. Thank you
again to the wonderful
folks of Knox City, Munday, and the
surrounding areas.

The Family of Peggy McGaughey

ple employed under him.

were involved. I was 5. Maybe I
knew how to write my name, but
I didn’t sign my work.

When Mother saw what I'd
done, I lied and said I didn’t do
it. It’s hard for an only child to
get away with anything. I got a
spanking. End of graffiti career.

Could it be the little scrib-
blers who hit our neighborhood
missed some spankings in their
earlier formative years? Maybe.

Now, if they’re caught, they’ll
be in line for more serious pun-
ishment. More likely they’ll get
away with it and go on to greater
misdeeds. Pity.

Meanwhile, our whole neigh-
borhood is left to fume. Fuming
isn’t good. It makes you frown
and, by definition, brings no clo-
sure.

Rather than fume, I’d like to
express myself in big letters to
the vandals:

YOU’RE NO GOOD.

You’re work is wimpy. Those
little circular strokes you used
to put the line on Al’s pickup
wouldn’t even look good on a
cake. If you’re part of the same
bunch that drew the swastika in
another part of town, you got it
wrong too. You lack a lot.

I feel better.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2012

Myers named AgriLife
rep in Stonewall County

Texas AgriLife Extension
Service has announced Cody
Myers as its latest hire for the
agriculture and natural resourc-
es agent position in Stonewall
County.

Myers didn’t have to move
far when he took the position
on Feb. 1. A native of Asper-
mont, he has been working
on his family farm and ranch

. ,_eékineamer Report
Temperature (F) v

al Rainfall formnth
’2& R infaa (ytd)

since graduating from Texas
Tech University with a degree
in agriculture and applied eco-
nomics in 2008. The family’s
operations produce cotton,
wheat and cattle.

Myers said he was asked by
several people in town if he
would apply, and since he grew
up in the 4-H program and had
been to a number of AgriLife

“Rainfall
-vv.inch;e:s'; -

e
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DIRECTORY
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657-3535
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Houndettes clinch playoft berth

Tommy WELLS
The Knox County News

Heading into the Tuesday’s
showdown with the Crowell
Lady Wildcats, the Knox City
High School Houndettes new
they were in a “put up or shut
up” situation as far as the 2012
state playoffs were concerned.

Crowell probably wish they
hadn’t been.

Knox City, 8-14 overall,
clinched the District 13-A third-

place playoff berth in grand style
with a stunning 50-48 win over
the district-leading Lady Wild-
cats. Crowell entered the game
unbeaten in district play, sport-
ing an 8-0 mark.

It didn’t take long for the
Houndettes to send Crowell a
message. After a pair of three-
pointers early in the game had
given Crowell a lead, Leigh-
ton Pepper and Reagan Clark
brought KC back. Pepper staked
the Houndettes to a slim 8-7 lead

Quick start carries
‘Cats past ‘Hounds

The Crowell Wildcats reeled
off a 17-point barrage in the first
eight minutes of play and then
held off a furious rally to claim
a slim 42-38 win over the Knox
City Greyhounds.

With the win, Crowell nailed
down the District 13-A champi-
onship by improving to 10-0 in
league play. Knox City finished
second in the district with an 8-2
mark.

The Wildcats did most of their
damage in the early minutes of
the contest. Crowell sank a cou-
ple of clutch shots in the first and
sprinted to a 17-10 advantage.

The Greyhounds, now 16-8
overall, cut into Crowell’s lead
in the second. Knox City out-

pointed Crowell by an 8-6 mar-
gin in the frame and pulled to
within 23-18 at the end of the
second quarter.

The Greyhounds continued
to trim the Wildcats’ lead in
the second half. Knox City out-
scored Crowell by a 20-19 clip
in the final two stanzas.

Zach Carter highlighted the
Greyhounds’ offensive efforts
against Crowell. He finished the
game with nine points. Blake
Jones and Brandon York also
helped power the KC offense by
throwing in eight apiece. .

Jarek Wilde and Ryan Ledes-

ma added five and four, respec-
tively, while Jose Espinal and
T.J. Moore contributed two.

Moguls improve to 15-1 with big win

The Munday High School
Moguls moved a step closer to
the district crown on Tuesday
by pounding out an easy 49-24
victory over the Hamlin Pied
Pipers.

With the win, the Moguls

improved to 15-1 for the year
and, more important;y, climbed
to 8-1 in district play.

The Munday girls suffered a
58-34 loss to Hamlin.

The MHS girls are 17-9
overall, and 8-2 in district.

Jenemy Eaton Eguipment
Senvices L.L.C.

Oil Field & Ranch Construction
Clean Out Stock Tanks Maintain Roads
Land Clearing & Tree Grubbing
Many other services availablel

420D Backhoe » 936E Loader * 112F Maintainer
3 Dumptrucks * 320DL Trackhoe * 2 Bellydumps
Truck and Pipe Float & 924H Forklift » $185 Bobcat

Gall for FREE Estimate (940) 256-0470

Goodyear
Osbournes

Ranchhouse

Penman’s
Allsups

READ ALL
ABOUT IT!

You can get your copy of
The Knox County News at one
of the following locations:

Munday
Lawrence Bros

Benjamin

BJ’s
Knox City

Lawrence Bros.

with a pair of free throws mid-
way through the first. Moments
later, Clark pushed in offensive
rebound that spurred KCHS to a
16-13 first-quarter lead.

Knox City, which finished
the contest with three players in
double figures, didn’t back off
in the second. The Houndettes
posted a 14-11 run in the frame
and cruised into the half with a
30-24 lead.

Crowell, which netted the
District 13-A championship de-

spite the loss, battled back in the
third. The Lady Wildcats out-
scored KCHS by a 16-12 clip
and trailed by just two, at 42-40,
heading into the final frame.

Playing under interim coach
Charles Steele, the Houdettes
matched Crowell shot-for-shot
in the fourth to net the win.

Pepper finished the contest
as Knox City’s top scorer with
12 points. Cassidy Carter and
Clark added 10, while Cassan-
dra Ledesma added eight.

»Houndettes to face Aspermont

in b-district game on Tuesday

Playoﬂ‘ fever is ahve,and
well in Knox City, thank you.
~ The Knox City High
School Houndettes clinched a
berth in the Class A, Division

mont, the District 14-A runner-
up. The two teams are sched-

uled to begin their respective

playoff runs on Tuesday in
G‘rutlme.

I state playoﬁ's on Tuesday Knox City enters the game
with a win over Crowell. The with an 8-14 record. The
win gave Knox City the third- team went 4-5 in district play.
place playoff position in the Aspermont, 26-8 overall, went

District 13-A race.

8-2 in District 14-A play. Both

By finishing third, Knox  of their district setbacks came
Cxty advances to face Asper- at the hands of Throckmorton.

When the Knox City Greyhounds run onto the field next fall, tey will find themselves competing in a district that
features teams from Throckmorton, Crowell, Paint Creek and Bryson.

UIL moves Knox City into the westA

Tommy WELLS
The Knox County News

The University Interscholas-
tic League didn’t do the Knox
County Greyhounds any fa-
vors when it released its district
realignment last week. Then
again, you probably won’t find
anyone in Throckmorton, Crow-
ell, Paint Creek or Bryson a bit
too happy.

Knox City was placed in the

~ five-team District 8 group dur-

ing the UIL’s new alignment,
which will be for the 2013-14
years. The new alignment was
released on Thursday, Feb. 2.

“It will be good competi-
tion,” said Knox City head
coach Charles Steele. “Throck
lost some key players but should
still be the front runner.”

The new district isn’t all that
new for several of the teams.
Knox City, Throckmorton and
Paint Creek were all paired in
District 9 a year ago with Gor-
don.

Throckmorton head coach

Mike Reed said he didn’t have a
problem with the new district.

“I like it (the new district),”
said Throckmorton head coach
Mike Reed “It should be com-
petitive nlghtly :

Fresh off a 14-0 state title
campaign, Throckmorton will be
replacing four seniors, includ-
ing senior quarterback Tucker
Brown, spreadback C.J. Hantz,
senior kicker Jordan White and
center Blayton Oliver.

Despite the losses, Throck-
morton will likely enter the 2013
season as the odds-on favorite.
Reed brings back several key
performers, including running
backs Levi Taylor and Rawlin
Morrell, linebacker Trinity Hag-
gard and defensive back Nathan
Riley.

Steele said Knox City and
Crowell both suffered heavy
losses this year, but should still
be able to compete for the play-
offs.

“They lost 11 seniors, and we
lost nine,” he said.

Despite the loss, Knox City

Tim’s Roofing

Flat Roofs
Hot Tar
Gravel Roofs

Torch Down
Asphalt Shingles
Wood Shakes
Wood Shingles
Metal
Repairs

COMMERICAL & RESIDENTIAL

(940)357-1956 * (940) 889-6422

Refrences Available
Free Estimates
Seymour, Texas

CALL TODAY!

TR COUBAMMEOS AR seans & saRii
EHFTERERCE O3 THEE DIVER 08 MR OB ORI

TORY DUNGY Strn Sost s Comn

Friday Night @ the Movies!
February 17, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.

On the BIG SCREEN - Sanctuary
@ First United Methodist Church
406 SE 2" Street —
A children’s movie will be offered

In the Fellowship Hall also!
This is a FREE movie opportunity!

For more information cal 658-3517.

Knox City, TX.

2012-14 UIL District Alignments
Division | - Six-man Football

Region 1 Throckmorton
District 1
Happy Region il
Hart District 9
McLean Lometa t
Miami May
Nazareth Rochelle
District 2 Santa Anna
Kress Zephyr
Paducah District 10
Petersburg Evant
Spur Gordon
Valley Gustine
District 3 Lingleville
Anton District 11
Lubbock Harmony Blum
Meadow Covington
Ropes Kopperl
Whiteface Walnut Springs
District 4 District 12
Borden County Universal Academy
Klondike Saint Jo
Grady Savoy
O’Donnell Waxahachie Advantage
Region i Region IV
District 5 District 13
Fort Davis Abbott
Garden City Aquilla
Marfa Avalon
Rankin Bynum
District 6 District 14
Eden Buckholts
Paint Rock Coolidge .
Sterling City Mount Calm
Veribest Penelope
Water Valley District 15
District 7 Bloomburg
Hermleigh Campbell
Ira Fruitvale
Highland Fannindel
Rotan Leverett's Chapel
District 8 District 16
Bryson Apple Springs
Crowell Chester
Paint Creek High Island
Knox City Oakwood
will be the largest school in the trict 10 race.

new alignment. Knox City re-
ported an enrollment of 65.
Bryson will be making the
leap from the small-school di-
vision to the large-school divi-
sion. The Cowboys competed in
Division II for the past several
years. This season, they finished
6-4 and finished third in the Dis-

LEWIS PAINT

8@

EXCELLENCE

| Cmgrw

“IN LOVING MEMORY OF STERLING LEWIS”

NER

Bryson is the second-largest
largest school in the alignment.
BISD officials reported an en-
rollment of 61. Throckmorton
and Crowell both reported en-
rollments of 58.

Paint Creek has the smallest
enrollment total of all the new
District 8 teams with 54.

Bopy, Stor|

NCE 1952

CoMme SeE Us FirsT 7
¥> No Jos Too LARGE 7
Or Too SmaLL! ¢
24ur WRECKER
SERVICES

LEWIS g

~ DAY OR NIGHT, WE ARE THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED T0 KNOW. SPECIALIZING IN
7 MAJOR REPAIRS, CUSTOM PAINTING & STRIPING, WINDSRIELD & DOOR GLASS 7
s WINDSHIELD REPAIR, WHEEL ALIGNMENT AND FRAME STRAIGHTENING, WE CAN &
2 ALSO REPLACE THOSE WORN OUT HEADLINERS! WE UNLOCK LOCKED CARS.

©  Davs
}7 940-658-3342

NiGHTs
940-658-3629

106 NorTH 2ND
Knox Crry, TX795297
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The Knox County News Classifieds

*PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for Local Option
Election Petition to Legalize the
legal sale of beer and wine for off-
premise consumption only, in the
City of Knox City, Texas.

It is the hope, purpose and intent
of the applicants whose signatures
appear hereon to see legalized the
sale of alcoholic beverages re-
ferred to in the issue set out above.
Pat Gonzales, Kimberly Gonza-
les, Donna Wojcik, Stan Wojcik,
Stacy Hedgecohe, Tommy Man-
gis, Danny Lewis, Betty Johnston,
Chad Roberts, Roland Marion.
Date Published, January 19, 2012.
This application will be filed with
Chad Roberts, City Clerk, City of
Knox City, Texas.

Application is being made to the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-

mission for a Beer Retail Dealer’s * |

Off Premise license and Package
Store Permit by Shari L. Shelton
dba Chaparral to be located at
3102 FM 222, Knox City, King
County, Texas.

(2-16¢)

Application is being made to the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Beer Retail Dealer’s
Off Premise license and Wine only
Package Store Permit by Shari L.
Shelton dba Chaparral to be locat-
ed at 3102 FM 222, Suite B, Knox

City, King County, Texas.
(2-16¢)

* FOR SALE

2 bedrooms, 1 bath, large back
yard, detached single garage,
308, S. 3rd, KC, call 1-806-543-
3131

FOR SALE

Quiet Country Living NE
of Munday 3 Bdrm/ 2 Bath
on 1 Acre, Appliances in-
cluded $36,900. Owner Fi-
nance Available w/ approx
$7,000 dp & $500/ mth w/
TI Success Realty (940)
888-3134. :

‘ (2-26p)

sHELP WANTED

Brazos Valley Care Home is ac-
cepting applications for Licensed
Vocational Nurses & Registered
Nurses. Full time & part time
positions are available. Apply in
person or call Sandra Logsdon,
DON for more information. 605
S. Ave. F, Knox City. (940) 658-
3543.

Wanted full time LVN’s. Con-
tact April, Roby, RN, Director of
Nurses, at Gibson Care Center,
Aspermont, Tx 940-989-3526.

Knox County is accepting appli-
cations for a full time Rotan po-
sition. Applicants must be will-
ing to work four, 10- hour days,

Knox County News’ Business Directory

CLASSIFIED ¢ LINE AD ¢ INSERTION ORDER

| Name:

| Address:

City: State: Zip:

Daytime Phone: Category: ;
Date of first run: Number of runs: ‘
| Total Number of words: Amount enclosed: '

Mail this form along with your check to
The Erie Record, P.O. Box 159, Erie, KS 66733

*HELP WANTED

Monday thru Thursday. Must
have a valid drivers license and
be willing to obtain CDL within
one year of hire date. Applica-
tions may be picked up at the
courthouse in Benjamin in the
treasurer’s office. Applications
will be accepted until 5 pm Jan.
27,2012.

Quick easy money for help-
ing put an older person in Knox
City into bed. Takes about 15
minutes. Flexible time, 7:30
pm to 9:00 pm. REFERENC-
ES, BACKGROUND CHECK.
(940) 658-5054.

*LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE

TO BE PLACED ON
BALLOT FOR CITY OF
KNOX CITY GENERAL
ELECTION OPEN
POSITIONS FOR THREE
COUNCIL MEMBER
SEATS THE LAST DAY
FOR FILING AT CITY
HALL, 902 E MAIN ST,
MARCH 5, 2012

e HELP WANTED

Be our Manager at

In Munday
Earning a Salary Plus
Bonuses
Training for Promotions
& A Lifelong Food
Service Career

Background Checks & Drug
Screens Administered

Apply online:
www.richesondq.com

e FOR RENT

Knox City Housing Authority
(KCHA) has 1, 2, and 3 bed-
room apartments available for

SEMI DRIVERS wanted to deliver bobtails 25ACRE RANCH BARGAIN! _This one has it
from either Garland or Laredo. Class B CDL all! 100}"' °1fi live oaks, pond with great water
required. Get pre-qualified by calling 1-866- well. Historic rock walls, pasture areas for

TexSCAN Week of
February 12, 2012

2 i i horses/livestock. Asphalt road, concrete ribbon

wosiwien - [EATIKCHTEE eyl e bt
CASH FOR CARS We buy any car or truck pp oo "o 50000 e mgh“g reqy oW taxes! Just $7,830/ acre! The Best Priced
running or not. Damaged, wrecked, salvaged ! "SR, BERY » 81€al panch in the Hill Country. Call now 1-866-

OK. Gt e ofr k. e iy e, W1 57,

www.drivefortango.com
CABLE/SATELLITE EDUCATION

E ($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90 days same as cash,
AT&T U-VERSE for just $29.99/month! yyypyy COLLEGE ONLINE from Home, Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235
Save when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV

| % Medical, Business,.Criminal Justice, Hospltahty ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake

?tr;i%ier;zpc;(I)l$s(:)£!b;1-c;(7.7(_55e7l;fgézns). - Job placement assistance. Computer available. Medina/Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central

Financial aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. w/s/E. RV/motor home/house, OK only

DRIVERS Call 1-888-205-8920, www.CenturaOnline.com §g30 down $235 month (12.91%/10yr),

DRIVER- FULL-TIME/PART-TIME OTR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA graduate in 4 Guaranteed financing, more information call
drivers. Up to 42¢/mile plus 2¢/mile safety weeks! Free brochure! Call now! 1-866-562- 1-830-460-8354

bonus. Daily pay, weekly hometime, CDL-A, 3 3650, ext. 55. www.southeasternHS.com AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake

months recent experience required. 1-800-414- HELP WANTED Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! Guar-
9569, www.driveknight.com

n . anteed financing with 10% down. Lots starting
o AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high 900 003.878.
et e e e L paying aviation career. FAA approved pro- Shyui i BT

& job Top Industry Pay, Quallty Training, pryr, “Financial aid if qualified, job place- FORECLOSED HILL COUNTRY HOME
.a; L il : e(sj. 1 gaoeglz% 02}'7??:[ COM- 1 ent assistance. Call Aviation Institute of o 13-?3 i 3BR/_ZBA f“ﬂuShf‘fd home with
}‘(’)‘i:(‘fﬁ‘s]fec‘z‘;“’ o 128U0-320-2710; WWW. Maintenance, 1-888-886-7315 mcredll;r hﬂl}::'pmvae»;; %%rggpwdmarmg 100
‘ 5 year o] VE O ! nclu S settiers home,
DRIVER- GET MILES, home most weekends, 'grrl;’; V%gz‘;‘ggy%g&x&g;’x Sg:iii 2 water wells, shed, storage barn, fenced animal
SW regional Jop g8 hepelis: i orenipiion o great group. Rock&Roll atmos,phere_ stz}]ls‘& pond. Originally $499,900, liquidation
and training. 6 months OTR & CDL required. price: $349,900. Call now1-866-999-6697, ext 24

Call for your ticket today! 1-888-802-8747.
1-800-545-1351, www.cypresstruck.com VACATION PROPERTY
EXPERIENCED FLATBED DRIVERS: WANTED: LIFE AGENTS earn up to $500
" a day, great agent benefits. Commissions WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake

Regional opportunties now open with plenty _ ..°7 5 " s e :

s paid daily, liberal underwriting, leads, leads, Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina.
Of. fre.lght and great pay. 1-800:277-0212 or jo, 46 1 ife insurance, 'licensegrequired‘ Call Rooms fully furnished! Gated community with
Prneine.com 1-888-713-6020. clubhouse, swimming pool and boat ramps.
OWNER OPERATORS $5000 Sign-on bonus. REAL ESTATE Call for more information: 1-903-878-7265,
Tons of warm, prosperous South TX runs. Frac 1-936-377-3235 or 1-830-460-8354
Sand Hauling. Must have tractor, pneumatic 3 TRACKS TOTALING 693 acres in Reeves
trailers and blower. 1-800-397-2639. county, 15 miles North Pecos river frontage. Call J={STa R (018 &~V I |8 B [=> ¢o189\,\ |/

PAID CDL TRAINING! No experience Jack 1-214-755-6224 Statewide Ad...............
needed. Stevens Transport will sponsor the cost 10.1 ACRES, Duval County. Heavy mesquite, | 301 Newspapers, 942,418 Circulation
of your CDL training. Earn up to $40K first year brush cover. Deer, hogs, quail. Good roads, [North Region Only ......

and $70K third year. Excellent benefits! EOE, locked gate. $1475/5% down, $290/month, | 98 papers, 263,811 Ci
1-800-333-8595, www.becomeadriver.com  ($29,500, 11%, 20 years). 1-866-286-0199. |South Region Only .....
REGIONAL CDL-A drivers, ramp up your Www.westemtexasland.com oS QRO T

West Region Only.......

career at 37¢ cpm with 1 year experience. 20 ACRES, Live on land now! $0 down, owner 102N 311,881 C

4-12 months experience? Then we have a financing. No credit checks. Near El Paso, Texas ; e

paid refresher course. 1-888-362-8608 or visit Beautiful mountain views. Free color brochure. di:scggdreorél? ?g;glss ;;\‘I.Z;Vssgae?\irce
AVERITTcareers.com EOE 1-800-755-8953. www.SunsetRanches.com at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV,
MH or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down,

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubi
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

e FOR RENT *LEGAL NOTICE

immediate occupancy to eli-
gible applicants in both HUD_
and USDA-Rural . Develop-
ment programs. Rental as-
sistance is available for most
units. Applications for hous-
ing may be picked up at 203
SW 4th Street in Knox City,
Texas ‘or call 940-657-3612
for more information. It is the
intent of KCHA to offer va-
cant units to income ineligible
(high income) applicants when

LA o s PUBLIENOTICE |
file an application with the USDA Rural Development for Pre- '
Development Grant Funds and USDA Rural Development RUS
Loan/Grant Funds to construct a new water supply system in
portions of Knox County. The Corporation will hold a scheduled
meeting of its appointed Board of Directors at 6:00 pm, Monday,
February 13,2012 at 1006 East Main, Knox City, Texas. The Rural
Development application will be on the agenda for this meeting to
give area residents the opportunity to become acquainted with the
funding, new proposed system, request services, and comment on
such items as economic impacts, service area, or alternatives to the
project. A copy of the agenda for this meeting will be posted at
1006 East Main, Knox City, Texas beginning February 10, 2012.

there are not income eligible
(very low or low income) ap-
plicants on the waiting list.
KCHA is an equal opportunity

Knox County Rural Water Supply C'orporati'or‘l' intends to® |

provider and employer.

ROCK

Continued from Page 1

fare at the Anson Opera
House, 3Kord appreciated the
opportunity to play to a wider
audience. For them, it is “All
about giving God the glory for
everything he does.”

Those who prefer the classic
sound weren’t disappointed.

SUPPLY
HOUSE
658-3389

Before and after 3Kord’s
performance, the Opera House
was warm and familiar with the
sounds of traditional Country
and Western standards, with
an especially good rendition
of “On the Bayou,” by Bobby
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included Marty  Clifford,
Jim Rebolt, Betty and Mitch
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It’s official: I don’t

have a Christmas hat

Off The
Beaten Path

WhenShe-Who-Must-Not-Be-
Made-Mad and I were younger, I
used to love to tell our children
stories. Understand, I am probably
the worst story-teller ever because
I can’t remember any nursery
rhymes we all learn as kids.

I know Humpty Dumpty had
a great fall, but I can remember if
the Wicked Witch scrambled him
or if Cinderella cured him with an
apple or Super Glue.

I guess I never listened in
class... or maybe because I was
running my mouth when they
were telling the stories. In all hon-
estly, it is probably a bit of both.

Anyway, as Whitney, Bubba,
Kayme and Bobby were growing
up, I always tried to spend a few

‘minutes at night asking them to

tell me one thing they had learned
that day, and then telling them
one of my slightly fractured fairy
tales. I have to say, it was some of
the best times we shared as a fam-
ily. I rank it right up there on the
“fun meter” as when I got to take
them to get their shots.

From these stories, I created
my own versions of “Goldilocks
and the Three Bears.” My ver-
sion usually featured our young-
est daughter as Kaymelocks. The
other three, as you may have
guessed, were the bears - Bubba
Bear, Bobby Bear and Whitter
Bear. I'm pretty sure I destroyed
the original version majorly, but
the kids enjoyed the whole thing.
I think Kaymelocks liked it best
because she got to wear a crown
and talk funny.

From there, we created Hopa-

long, Leaps Alot, Sammy Sala-
mander. Then, to keep them quiet
at night, I even told them about
the legendary Pullya-unders and
Hidebehinds.

As you can see, I was pretty
creative back in the day. SWMN-
BMM, in case you were wonder-
ing, didn’t call it “creative.” She
said I was good at doing what
male bovines do in the yard.

Now that the kids are grown
(and less apt to believe stories
from me), I have turned to helping
our granddaughter.

A few weeks ago, I decided
to call her on the phone and see
if she could recognize me. The
whole conversation went some-
thing like this:

“Hewwo,” said Mallorie, who
has trouble with her Ls.

“Hello, little girl,” I said in my
deepest voice.

“This my momma’s phone.
I’m not spose to tawk on it. My
momma’s asweep. Her tode me to
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way down by her and I am. But I
haf'to go potty, and then the phone
ringed. You have to wait cause I
have to fwush. My mommy get
mad if daddy not fwush. Okay?”

I’ll be real honest with you at
this point. I wasn’t really sure how
to answer from there.

“Okay,” I said.

FWUUUSSHHHH!

FWUUUSSHHHH!

FWUUUSSHHHH!

“Okay. I back now,” she said.

“You sure flushed a lot, Mal-
lorie...” 1 said. “And, where is
Root Beer (her puppy) now?”

“Who are you? I can’t talk to
people I not know. What’s your
name?” she said.

That is when it hit me. I should
have a little fun with her.

“This is Apa Claus,” I said.

For all you non-Alaskans out
there “Apa” is the Yup’ik word for
grandfather. Because we lived in
Alaska for many years, Mawree...
er, Mallorie... calls me Apa.

To her credit, Mallorie is pretty
quick. She didn’t fall for the story
at all.

“You don’t even have a Chrlss-
mas hat,” she said.

The next sound I hear was
a “click” and a deafening
buzzzzzzz.

I must be getting old. The kids
were much easier to talk to about
20 years ago.

(Tommy Wells is the editor of
the Throckmorton Tribune. Every-
thing in this column is tfue, except
Jor the parts that have been fab-
ricated, exaggerated or just plain

“lies.)

heat load and base load factors.

CUSTOMER NOTICE
INCORPORATED AREAS OF
THE MID-TEX DIVISION

On January 31,2012, Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division (“Atmos” or “the
Company”), filed a Statement of Intent with each City served by the Mid-Tex Division
(hereafter “Affected Cities”) with the exception of the City of Dallas. The Company’s
Statement of Intent proposes to increase its gas rates and implement a new schedule of
rates and riders applicable to all customers within the Affected Cities. The proposed
effective date of the requested rate changes is March 6,2012. If approved, the proposed
changes will affect approximately 1,194,420 residential, 100,461 commercial, and 705
industrial & transportation customers.

If approved, the proposed rates will increase the Company’s annual revenues by
$49,080,069 or 4.36%, including gas costs, or 11.94% excluding gas cost. The proposed
change in rates constitutes a “major change” as that term is defined by Section 104.101
of the Texas Utilities Code. In addition to the rate changes, other proposed tariff
changes include revision of the Company’s residential and commercial rate schedules
(Rates R and C), as well as its Rider WNA and Rider GCR to change the current billing
rate basis from Mcf to Ccf. The Company further proposes to revise the Rider GCR
to: (1) remove the 2009 interest rate reference, (2) clarify that the calculation of (b)
Pipeline Cost is inclusive of interest, and (3) update the Upstream Pipeline Charge
Allocation (Factor D). Atmos also proposes to modify its Rider WNA to update the
The Company further seeks to implement a new
Rate Review Mechanism (“RRM?”) tariff, as well as a new conservation and energy
efficiency tariff (“Rider CEE”). In addition, the Company seeks to recover all of its
rate case expenses and all city rate case expenses as allowed by law. The exact amount
will not be known until the case is completed.

Based on the proposed rate design, the average monthly bill for each customer class
within the Affected Cities will change by the amount and percent shown in the table

PAGE 6

SAMMIE'S KNOX CITY CORNER

AND FINAL THOUGHTS

Monday started in heart-
breaking news as I was told Bill
Grove had passed away after a
stroke he had experienced earli-
er. He will be missed by all the
coffee drinkers and me. He had
gone home and I bet his parents
were waiting; thank God he
didn’t suffer long.

Diana Casillas also sent her
mother to heaven. She is doing
good and taking it one day at a
time, but it is all good. We are
spending a lot of time together
and enjoying what life was with
our parents.

Laura Stovall has been good
also after the loss of their broth-
er, David Johnson. Sometimes
it is easier to let them go home
and are probably looking great.
God makes sure of that, and we
have to believe and be happy
for them. :

Monday, as I was arriving at
the drug store, I realized Jimmy
Tankersley was be taken in the
emergency room but I have not
had a chance to go visit with
her. She just never stops do-
ing what makes her happy. She
is just a great person. I admire
her for her determination to do
what she puts her mind to. The
kids just can’t slow her down.
I’ll try to have more, hopefully,
soon.

You know as I look back on
my life, its enjoyable to know
we had a lot of good time and
hard work, but at the end of the
day, we were tired but still had
time to enjoy the progress we
had made. We also learned the
value of a dollar the hard and
honest way, and now I'm glad
we did because it really makes
you appreciate it. My heart is
always in the right place and

sometimes I just have to have a
wakeup call.

This last month has been a
hard time for a lot in our com-
munity family. We can we help
them by being there for any-
thing we can do. Every time
that happens, our walk gets a
little harder and I wonder if we
can do this but with God every-
thing is possible. I love been a
part of everyone’s family be-
cause in some way, you're a
part of mine. ‘

Today, I was visiting with
April Estrada and received
some news that hit me very
hard. Donisca has fought so
hard and has come to a cross on
her road. She has been put with
hospice and is now the goal is
to just to keep her pain-free and
comfortable. She has made her
peace with her Father in Heav-
en. She says God is doing what
he has for her and I’m sure her
family is trying very hard to
enjoy what time is there. I'm
sure God will help along the
way to help with the pain. She
is loved so much by so many.
She says she will return home
shortly and I can’t wait to see
her again. Please keep them in
your prayers because we know
it’s not easy. She’s always said

she’s loved her life. She knows

she is loved from the bottom of
everyone’s hearts.

Well, looks like progress
downtownis coming along slow,
but it is a great job. It is incon-
venient for some people, but it
will make things easier easy for
us. Hey, the back door sounds
pretty good to me. I may found
something I wouldn’t otherwise
seen. It works for me.

As you look in some of

Knox County Aging Services

The following lunch menus
have been listed for the week of
Feb. 13 through Feb. 17 for the
Knox County Aging Services

All meals are served with

. Wheat Bread, Margarine and 1

percent milk. -

Monday, Feb. 13 - BBQ
chicken, baked potato/sour cream,
whole wheat roll, Mandarin or-
anges.

Tuesday, Feb. 14 - Ham/
beans, spinach, seasoned comn,
cornbread, orange/pineapple cup,
country apple crisp.

Wednesday, Feb. 15 - Roast

pork, sweet potatoes, succotash,
whole wheat roll.

Thursday, Feb. 16 - Lasa-
gna, Brussel sprouts, garlic toast,

pears.

Friday, Feb. 17 - Cheeseburg-
ers, potato wedges, tomato/wedge
salad, melon medley.

NOTE: New serving time is
noon (in Knox City only). Alter-
nate desserts available for diabet-
ics.

Please call in orders by 10 a.m.
to 657-3618. Orders cannot be
taken after 10 a.m. All orders need
to be picked up after 11 am.

the stores and cafés you’ll see
money collecting jar. They are
to help Jessie and Diana Dena
as the travel back and forth to
Abilene for Jessie’s dialysis and
their lodging in case of over-
night stay. Diana is the bread
winner in her home and when
she has to be out of the clinic,
she loses some of her income
to help provide for her and her
husband. Your heart tells you
what to do and every nickel,
penny, or dime is a blessing,
not just for them but for you
because it comes with a lot of
love. We thank you for what
little you have to donate.

Well, Super Bowl day has
come and gone. Time is just too
fast for me. I feel like we just
started another year and if you
blink too fast it will pass you
by. We have so many dreams
and thoughts of the things we
would like to do to change our
children’s futures, but I’ve no-

tice God knows what he has for

us to accomplish. Always re-
member what He has done for
you.

Aurora Garcia, a mom from
O’Brie,n' has been under the
weather, and so is my mom.
This weather has made their
bodies ache and feel so badly.
‘We notice what it does to us,
so I can only imagine how they
feel. May God bless them with
a better day tomorrow.

The Butler family and Shav-
ers are now home recovery from
the loss of their grandmother.
The healing process starts. It
isn’t an overnight process, so
we keep them in our prayers
and in God’s blessings. They
are very thankful in everything
that everyone did.

On Saturday, the little drib-
blers game went great and its
so much fun that it bring back
a lot of good memories from
when my son was at that point
in his life. Now its grandkids.
I can’t get enough from every
of memory that you can store in
your life. I love it and that will
probably never'change.

Give a heads up to all the
coaches and parents that step
up to the plate to make sure this
kids enjoy and learn to the best
of their abilities.

I’m sorry there wasn’t a col-
umn last week but I’ll try to fig-
ure out what happened.

Until next time,
.Sammie

below:
Percentage
Customer Current Proposed : SEtoentage | Change
3 : Difference | Change with :

Class Bill ** Bill** without Gas

Gas Cost Cost

Residential * 8.51 $51.21 $2.70 5.57% 13.60%

Commercial * 241.15 $246.50 $5.35 222% 9.69%
Industrial * $3.70347 | $3499.26 | $(204.21) | -5.51% -14.22%
Transportation | $1.754.60 | $1.550.39 | $(204.21) | -11.64% -14.22%

*Includes Rider GCR Part A cost of $4.5750 per Mcf.

**The calculation of bill impacts assumes average monthly consumption of 4.4
Mcf for residential, 34.2 Mcf for commercial, and 3,897 MMbtu for industrial and
transportation customers.

Persons with specific questions or desiring additional information about this filing may
contact Atmos Energy Corporation at 1-888-286-6700. Complete copies of the filed
Statement of Intent, including all proposed rates and schedule changes, are available
for inspection at Atmos’ offices located at 5420 LBJ Freeway, Suite 1600, Dallas, Texas
75240 or on our website www.atmosenergy.com/mtx-soi. In addition, customers can
contact their City for additional information regarding this rate request.

Este es un aviso a los clientes de Mid-Tex Divisién de Atmos Energy Corporation, (la
“Compaiiia”), que la Compaiiia estd solicitando un aumento en la tarifa del gas. Este
aumento afecta a todos los clientes de la Compaiifa excepto en la ciudad de Dallas y
las dreas no incorporadas. Aquellas personas que deseen comunicarse con la autoridad
reguladora que tiene jurisdiccion sobre esta solicitud deben ponerse en contacto con su
ciudad. Si usted tiene preguntas con respecto a este aumento, por favor llame a Atmos
Energy Corporation al 1-888-286-6700.

, mwhmdiﬂin‘immeﬁ but when they did peo-
ﬁia &ﬁtamd because they could back up what they soid. They never went
looking for trouble, but they didn't run from it either. That's our philosophy, foo;
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