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Knox County News Starts a New Chapter
Tamara Smart

As anyone who cloself 
looks at the Knox County 
News logo can see, the name 
“Knox County News” was 
established in 1971. Specifi­
cally, the announcement was

made in October of 197,1 
lhat the previous local paper, 
Knox County Herald, had to 
shut its doors. Because of the 
love and devotion of several 
community members who 
saw the need for a local pub-

Under the Friday Night Lights in Knox City, Daveine 
Clark captures a stunning picture of Josh Schnable tak­
ing down an Ira defender during the battle. Greyhounds 
met defeat to the hands of Ira. For more stats on this 
game, see the Greyhounds sports page 8.

licatipn^ the Knox County 
News was the creation that 
came of that loss.

Through the years, the 
Knox County News newspa­
per has undergone some in­
teresting twists and turns, as 
it would in any type of busi­
ness that operates 52 weeks 
a year and has for almost 40 
years. Some long time read­
ers could probably tell of 
some times when the news­
paper was great and bold, 
while other times, many may 
have found it lacking. There 
have been many different edi­
tors, reporters, sports writers, 
columnists, and contributors 
that have molded the paper 
from week to week- each 
story lending that week’s 
edition to have a personality 
all of its own.

I have had the great plea­
sure of being an employee 
of the Knox County News 
for three years. It was only 
2 and. a half years ago that I 
received a promotion from

NEW CHAPTER
continued on page 11

MPD Awarded $99,640 Grant
Tamara Smart

Recently, the Monday Po­
lice Department was awarded 
a grant from the Crimi­
nal Justice De 
partment of 
Texas in the 
amount of 
$99,640.

The grant 
comes after 
a long, gru­
eling pro­
cess for the 
departm ent 
of application 
after applica- tion
for grant money. MPD has

needed several vehicles to re­
place older cars in their fleet 
to make them a more effec­

tive and operational 
d ep a rtm en t. 
Being from 
a smaller tax 
base in rural 
Texas and 
not having 
the tax mon­

eys available 
to be allocated 

for this expense 
hindered the Depart­

ment’s ability to update 
MPD

continued on page 12

L o o k i n g  A h e a d
The monthly Musical Talent Show at the Knox County 

Aging Center is scheduled for next Tuesday night. Sept. 
13“* at 7 p.m. All are invited to attend—Bring snacks!

Coming Sept. 1, 2011- “Our Hebrew Connection” 
which is a women’s bible study to nourish Christians from 
the roots of faith. Meet at Faith Chapel in Rochester Texas 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. for 8 weeks. Student books and 
Jewish New testament are available for purchase at time of 
class. For questions, call 940-864-2924 and ask for Laela 
Martin. Don’t miss this awesome time of fellowship- wom­
en of all denominations are welcome and wanted.
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Experienced & Trusted 
Reasonable rates & Bids 
Quality work guaranteed

Texturing
Patio covers

Tile Dirtwork^
Cabinet refinishing

Privacy fences
Painting

& more
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God’s Promises
Our Child Is An A dult...N ow  What?

By Gary Schnable, Four­
square Church

“Train up a child in the 
way he should go, And 
when he is old he will not 
depart from it” (Proverbs 
22:6 NKJV)

Five ... four ... three ... 
two ... one ... we have lift­
off.” How else can we de­
scribe this new chapter of 
our adult children’s lives?

You’ve got two suitcases 
under your arm and you’re

struggling up the stairs 
in your son or daughter’s 
new dormitory (Yes, two 
is wishful thinking). They 
have negotiated with col­
lege housing for their new 
living quarters they will
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now live in. Down the hall­
way, someone has cranked 
up their newly installed 
Bose system. Some have 
gathered around a game of 
Madden 2011. On the way 
in, you almost got beaned 
by an errant Frisbee. Yes, 
this will be home for our 
precious son or daughter 
who used to sleep under our 
roof & eat at our kitchen 
table.

Or maybe you’re under 
the sink in your son’s apart­
ment. He has a new job and 
a place closer to work. It’s 
an old place, but the rent 
is cheap, and it doesn’t 
clash with his garage-sale 
couches, chairs and end 
tables. Lately, the sink has 
been backing up. The land­
lord’s out of town, so your 
son gave you a call and, of 
course, you stopped by.

Or maybe you’re a little 
farther along and . you’re 
standing a little uncomfort­
ably, decked out in a tux­
edo for only the third time 
in your life. In the crook of 
your arm rests the hand of 
the sweetest girl God ever 
created. You wish her hand 
could stay there forever. But 
then you hear, “Who gives 
this woman to be married 
to this man?” and the words 
echo in your head for a few 
seconds. You breathe deep­
ly and swallow hard..'. “Her 
mother and I do.”

Arid so you launch your 
children out into their own 
lives. It’s hard to let go, but 
you know it’s inevitable. 
You’ve worked toward this 
launching for eighteen, 
nineteen, or twenty-two 
years. This is where their

first baby steps were taking 
them all along.

So what are we to do? You 
have done all you can do 
up to this point. They must 
now take the package, what 
we as parents, the church 
family, school teachers & 
coaches have taught them 
along their youthful jour­
ney. We must release them 
to now fly on their own. For 
many of us parents we are 
still thinking to ourselves, 
“But I still have so much 
more to teach them!”

Our part in their lives now 
is to continue our paren­
tal responsibility of being 
faithful in prayer, continu­
ing to live as an example of 
Jesus Christ & to be avail­
able when they call or come 
to us for advice. I still relish 
the calls to my 87 & 86 year 
old parents for simple ad­
vice... sometimes knowing 
the answer already just to 
let them know how impor­
tant they still are to me.

The greatest thing I hope 
we will all hear them say 
early in their adult lives is 
that they appreciate most ev­
erything we did for them... 
especially all the times we 
said “NO” or stood our 
ground in things we knew 
would go sideways in their 
lives. Oh, they may have to 
go through some great trag­
edy, a loss or even a night 
in jail for God to get their 
attention like the Prodigal 
son (Luke 15:11-31). We 
pray (Don’t ever give up!!!) 
for that epiphany, that life 
changing encounter with 
God that will allow them 
to be all He created them 
to be!

Just remember, if we are 
faithful to love them, en­
courage them & pray for 
our adult children, God will 
be faithful to answer our 
prayers! Expect great things 
in your son & daughters be­
cause God’s Word promises 
us He will complete what 
we have started in them!

“In all my prayers for all 
of you, I always pray with 
joy...^ being confident of 
this, that he who began a 
good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus” (Phi- 
lippians 1:4, 6 NIV)

Share Curiosity.
Read Together.

__________ www. reod.gov__________

Find the 
Knox County 

Newson 
Facebook!

http://www.reod.gov
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M useum N ews
A few more days to go be­

fore the annual Wichita Brazos 
Museum garage sale on, Satur­
day, September 10*. Friends of 
the museum have been scour­
ing the county, and beyond, to 
ensure customers at the Perry 
Patton Center will have plenty 
to choose from. It’s sort of like 
going to market at Dallas for a 
store owner.

The grilled hamburger lunch 
with chips and homemade 
cookies on the front porch is a 
great time to visit with friends 
and brag about your purchase, 
or fret about not buying it be­
fore they did.

On sale day there wiU be 
pick-up and car loads of items 
coming in at 8:00 A.M. even 
as the first customers arrive. It 
may be a get-rid-of-it object to

the donor, but it may become 
someone else’s treasure that 
they can’t live without, even 
though they only realized they 
needed it upon spotting the 
object as it came through the 
door.

The garage sale at Munday, 
helps pay for museum opera­
tions and improvements. It’s 
an opportunity for everyone to 
help the museum, so be a good 
citizen, clean out your closets, 
pull out that dusty box in the 
back comer of the garage and 
donate what you find to the 
sale.

But save the box, you’ll 
need it to carry home some­
thing you can’t live without.

Questions? Call the Wich­
ita Brazos Museum at 459- 
2229.

Obituary
RICHARD WESLEY 

SHAHAN

Richard Wesley Shahan, 
67, passed away in Knox 
City, Texas, August 30,2011. 
Services will be held at the 
First Baptist Church at 10:00 
a.m. Saturday, September 3, 
2011 in Knox City with Rev. 
Jerry Vincent officiating. 
Burial will be at the Knox 
City Cemetery under the di­
rection of Smith Family Fu­
neral Homes.

Richard was bom January 
31, 1944 in Hobart, Okla­
homa to Carl Wesley Shahan 
and Mary Inez Pixley. He 
married Mary Anne Mege- 
hee in Gainsville, Texas on 
December 15,1968 and lived 
in Knox City since 1985. He 
was an oil field worker and 
was a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Knox

City.
Richard is survived by 

four daughters. Sherry Ellis 
and husband Steven of Knox 
City, Andrea Coffman and 
husband Artie of Knox City, 
Betty Belshe and husband 
John of Tecumseh, OK, and 
Mary Shahan and Will Mar­
tinez of California; two sis­
ters, Barbara Shahan of Knox 
City, Gale Short of Knox 
City and husband Owen of 
OK; 7 grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren; numer­
ous nieces and nephews; 
and special friend Maritetta 
McWhorter of Rochester.

He is preceded in death 
by his wife Mary Anne; his 
parents; one grandchild, Ma- 
riah Shahan; 3 sisters, Con­
nie David, Judy Gonzalez 
and Joyce Shahan; and one 
brother Ronnie Cecil Sha­
han.

KNOX COUNTY AGING SERVICES
Menus For September 12th To September 15th

MONDAY SEPTEM-
,  BER12TH
Meatballs/macaroni 
Ranch style beans 

Salad
Sliced bread 

Yogurt
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER

13TH
Breaded pork chop/gravy 

Turnip greens 
Buttered potatoes 

Hot rolls 
Cookies

WEDNESDAY SEPTEM­
BER 14TH
Chef salad 

Baked potato 
Crackers

Cottage cheese/fruit 
THURSDAY. SEPTEM- 

BE R I5IH
Pimento cheese sand­

wiches 
Pickled beets 

Chips 
Pudding

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER

16TH
Fish/tartar sauce 

Cole slaw
Zucchini & tomatoes 

Hush puppies

Dessert
New serving time is 12 

noon (in knox city only) 
Alternate desserts for 

diabetics

Please call in your orders 
by 10A.M .Tofr57-36I8 

Orders cant be taken after 
10 A.M. And need to be 

Picked up after 11 A.M.

Football Friday Sale!f
Flat Wallets 

30% off
regular price

Some restrictions apply 
Sale price good Friday, Sept 9 only 

All Sales Cash & Final

New Shipment
I Peace, Love & 
[Football T-shirts

in assorted school colors!

G randparent’s Day, Septem ber 11
Gifts & Russell Stover Candy

I P a tr io t  D a y  

S e p te m b e r  11
Display your flag proudly. 

We have flags in assorted sizes.

www.haskelldrugstore.com • “Like” us on Facebook!

THE DRUG STORE
lO O  S Ave E • HASKELL • 864-2673

M onday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday^ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Holidays

KC A R E A  C H U R C H  
D IR E C T O R Y
F IR S T  B,WErriST C H V R C K  -  K ftox  C ity  

Jerry Vincent, PBst«Kr
Sundny School at 9:4S a jn . * Sunctay ll(fomiik|  ̂Worship at 10i55 b jn . 
Sunday Bvetting p^ntis.^iid Weeii., Wed. at 6^30 p jn ,:

Suaday School) and tbelvoFthilp 9ervtinssBt:t0s55a^m) and pjMu
are telecast live on Clas^c Ĉ BIde, channtS tn Knox City and trlftrien

F IR S T  U N ITED  M E T H O D IST  C H U R C H  -  K nov C ity  
Tlnurthy IVimhIe. Pastor

Sunday Se£ut>ol at 10:00 a jn . • Sunday Morning Worship at 11:0O
iiiiiiliiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiP iiiiiiiiiiiB

No Sunday Evening Service

A B l'N D A N T  L IF E  C H R IST IA N  F E L U O W S H IP  -
Knn.v C ity

Tttex Cox, Pastor
Sunday Scho<^ at 9:45 aon. • Sunday Morning Wmndiip at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Classes 5:00 pan. -  Sunday Evening Worship 5:00 

pan. Wednesday Frayer W arriors 5.*00 pan.

F O U R S Q U A R E  C H U R C H  -  K n ox  C ity  
Oary A . Schnahle, Pastor 

; Sunday Morning W o « ^
: ; Sunday Evening Worship at 5 pin , .  Mid-Week, Wed, a* 5:30 pan. 

Mens Prayer Breakfast 5:00 am. Wednesday Morning

SA N T A  R O S A C A T M O L lC  C H U R C H  B lU lN G U A 'U - K n px  City  
Pother Charie.s Ciiitraiitia » Deacon Ben Vas«|uez 

Sunday Mass at II aan.

E IB E R T Y  C f>M M U N ITV  C.O.fS J .C -  K nov C ity

Sunday School - 9:45 aan. * Sunday Morning Services -  II- a.in.
>', Monday Evening BiWe Study 5:00 pan.

ST, J O S E P H ’S  C A T H O L I C  C H I  K CT l -  R hineland  
Father Charles Gorantla *  Deacon Jim No\ ak 

Monday through Friday moruiugs, 8 aan. Mass 
'Saturday Mass at 5 pan. * Sunday Mass at 9 a an -ssiSfSi

F IR S T  B A P T IS T  C H U R C H  -  B en jam in  
Sunday Schcml at 10 aan, * Sunday Morning Worship at H: aan.

F IR S T  U N ITE D  M E T H O D IS T  C H U R C H  -  B enjam in  
Timothy Trimble, Pastor

Sunday Worship at 9:30 aan. • Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

G IL L E S P IE  B A P T IS T  C H U R C H  -  CUIcspie  
Matt Harrington. Pastor

Sunday School at 10 aan::# Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday Evenlryg Worship at 5 pan .»  MUd-Week, Wed. at 5 pan.

C H U  R C H  O F  C H R IS T  -  Ben jam in  
Bible Study at 9 aan. * Sunday Morning Worship at to aan.

T H E  BEEIEVERS* C H A FE E  -  H ig h w a y  222
' WX>. Smith, Pastor , ,,

Sunday School at 9:30 aan. — Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 aan, 
Mid-Week, Wednesday at 7:30 pan.

O ’B R IE N  B A PT IST  C H U R C H  -  O ’BiHiea ‘ ^  ̂  •
K evin  Neslon , Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 aan. * Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship at 5 p.nt., Mid-Week, Wed. at 5 pau. 

Sunday Mornings on K V R P  97.1 at 9:05 aan.

W E IN E R T  F O U R S Q U A R E  C H U R C H
: s ; V ■ Rob Harrison, Pastor

Sunday Miuming Worship at 1:1 aan.

►

I

P

MUNDAY  CHURCH  O F  CHRIST  
Adrian Eietcber, Pastor

THE CHURCH DmErTOHY fS BROUCMT TO Y01
E A C H  W E E K  B Y  T H E S E  G E N E R O U S  S P O N S O R S :

Knox County 
Hospital 

657-3535

O'Brien 
Co-op Gin 
658-3631

http://www.haskelldrugstore.com
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Sa m m i e  s  K n o x  C i t y  C o u n e r  a n d  F i n a l  T h o u g h t s

By Sammie^Offield
In Guam, I visited the 

baby and I had a wonder­
ful time. All was nice and 
green there. The rain came 
every half day or so. The 
temperatures were 80 de­
grees or less, and places we 
visited were great. The food 
wasn’t my “piece of cake”, 
but thank God for McDon­
ald’s. The baby and I lined 
up for their food. Loved the 
trip to go and see my baby 
and spend all the time I 
could with him, but I ’m not 
sure a second trip will ever 
happen.

As I left here, the Grind- 
staff’s were in the process 
of having their mother’s 
funeral. When I returned, 
they seemed to be doing bet­

H ouse for Sale
1,800 sq. foot brick hom e with 2  car 
garage. Total interior remodel and 
new a/c in 2008. Metal roof added 
and exterior paintjob in 2009. Great 
hom e in aw esom e neighborhood. 
261 M  Avenue in Munday. .Call 
940-392-2122.

Large 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Brick. 
Central heat/air, carport, fenced  
yard. Com er lot. Large pecan trees 

.and storage buildings. 610 S. 3rd , 
Knox City. (325) 725-3820 and ask

Earn $30,000 plus 
Bonuses

As a Manager at 
Seymour or Munday

Team Members are 
needed in Archer City & 

Munday
& we pay ABOVE 

minimum wage 
Apply online at: www. 

richesondq.com 
Drug Screens & 

Background Checks 
administered

ter and recovering from the 
pain of losing her.

When I returned, I found 
that Richard Shahan has also 
gone to be with the Lord. I 
know he had been having a 
rough time after his heart at­
tack. God bless the family 
and my sincere sympathy 
each one of the family.

I spoke to Laura Stovall 
and she informed me that 
Chad Toleson is having a 
great recovery and things 
are looking better every day. 
God does create miracles.

When I left, Alfredo 
Abila had just undergone 
surgery. When I returned, 
the facial reconstruction 
had been completed Mario 
says he is talking up a storm. 
He has been transferred to

Abilene today (Tuesday), 
for physical therapy for his 
legs. He was medicated for 
so long, his body has grown 
stiff, so he must learn how to 
walk again.

The guys at Bud’s Cafe 
and Dawn, of course, were 
ready to hear about my trip 
and to see my pictures. Yes, 
they loved the story about 
the temperatures and about 
the rain. I just couldn’t 
bring it home with me. The 
places were lots of fun, and 
to hear Marvin Jones talk 
about Guam when he was 
there while in the Navy, I 
can’t believe the stories are 
about the same island. It 
was great to see everyone 
doing fine.

It is great to be home.

Knox County Market Place
for Tyke Meinzer.

2 bedroom, 1 bathroom. 2  acres, 
fenced. Hardwood floors. 2 car ga­
rage. Shop in back. About 1 m ile 
east o f  the Rhileland/Gilliland turn­
o ff on hwy 82. $32,000. Call 940- 
256-2070 and ask for Ronnie Hale.

H ouse to be finished in Benjamin. 3 
bed, 1 bath. Sits on 3 lots behind the 
school. Call for more information. 
$3500.

For Rent

1 Acre on H w y 6. 2.5 m ile north o f .  
Knox City- excellent sport for m o­
bile hom e. Water, electricity and 
sewer. Call 940 -658-3 0 9 2 ,9 4 0 -6 5 8 -  
3807 or 940-256-0182 for more in­
formation

2 bedroom, 1 bathroom. 308 S. 3rd. 
B ig Yard. Garage. 806-543-3131 ask 
for D essie. Available immediately.

3 bedroom, 2  bathroom. NO sm ok­
ing, no indoor pets. 712 9th street 
from O ’Brien M iddle School. Call 
Veeta at 214-943-6440.

Services
Childcare available - Spots available 
at the Knox C ity/O ’Brien CISD day­
care. For more details call Christie 
Howeth. 657-3427.

Legal Notice

The Knox County Sheriff’s 
office is accepting sealed bids 
on the following vehicle: 
2006 Gray Chevy Silverado 
LS 4 Dr Crew cab half ton 
pickup, 67000 miles, AC/ 
PS/PB, Auto Trans., Am/ 
FM/CD, 4.8 L V-8 Vortex 
Engine, Charcoal Interior, 
Chrome Wheels, Runs great, 
sounds better, body and inte­
rior very good.
Sealed bids will be accept­
ed though September 19th, 
2011. Sealed bids can be 
mailed to the Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office, PO Box 
257, Benjamin Texas 79505, 
or can be dropped off at the 
Knox County Sheriffs office 
at 104 South Stewart, Ben­
jamin 79505. Vehicle can be 
seen at the Sheriff’s Office. 
All bids must be sealed with 
“sealed bid” clearly marked 
on the outside of said bid.

Classifieds get . 
results!

even though I ’ve been sick 
since returning. I had ear 
problems , and my body was 
worn down. I guess the 
flight was very hard to do. 
I ’m improving a little each 
day.

Diana Casilla has brought 
her mother home from the 
Abilene hospital, but the ef­
fect of the stroke has made 
it hard to work with her. My 
prayers and thoughts are 
with her as she works with 
her mom, day after day.

Sunday, Eddie and I had 
our daughter and her hus­
band, Rodney, to come in 
from Corpus Christi for the 
weekend. We saw his par­
ents. Pride and Midday Dun­
ham from Old Glory. They 
were lots of fun to have over.

COMMUTING 
MADE EASY.

GOVERNMENT 
MADE EASY.

Your official source for 
federal, state and local 

government info.

tJS A .gov
I ( 8 0 0 )  FED- I NFO

and we had a great visit. To­
day, we all returned to our 
normal lives to pick up the 
pieces and put them back to­
gether again.

Our dove hunters are 
in town and enjoying their 
hunting season. Please be 
careful and watch out for 
each other.

Mr. Burkham had a nice

visit with Kenny Lawson. 
They visit back and forth to 
get his parent’s house ready 
to sell. Hope they are doing 
well.

I ’ve got very little this 
week, but I hope to have 
more next week. Until tfien, 
please be careful.

God bless our troops and 
each one of us.

"  , .  Counts Real Estate "

D avid Counts  ̂Broker „

Marla Hawkins, Agent Patsy Gonzales, Agent 
102N orthAve.A  (940)658-3390 

Knox City, Texas

CHECK OUT OUR NEW USTINGS!

4BRJ2B Brick home .Large utility room, fireplace, more ...Gorgeous 
hom e! Gorgeous yard! $ 128,000

3 BR,2B frame home. Custom paint, great floorplan. Covered 
patio, GREAT Yard! $50;eee $45,000

5 BR,4,5 B Rustic Split level Home located on 1,7+/- Acres, Lots 
o f  space, indoor spa pool, p r iv ^  country living! $135;000-PRICE 
REDUCED!

3BR, 1 B Brick home. Detached 2 car garage, fenced yard, large 
comer lot. $50,000

1800+/- Sq. Ft Brick home in O’Brien. 4  BR, 3B, Fenced yard.
' cellar, large comer lot. $50,000

, Check our web siteSor more properties... 
mm www.countsrealestate.net ‘ mm

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Jam es E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center
Knox City, TX

2011 Weekly Weather Report
Date Temperature (F) Rainfall

Low / High inches
08/29 78/104
08/30 76/110
08/31 80/105
09/01 73/100
09/02 70/102
09/03 73/101
09/04 71/88

Total Rainfall for month
2011 Rainfall (ytd) 2.22

http://www.countsrealestate.net
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O pin io n
The Paperboy

The memories come flooding back
By CHRIS BLACKBURN

Sunday marks the tenth anniversary of one of the worst days 
of my life. A day, that for a number of hours, had me believing 
the world - as we knew it - was changing forever. It did.

On 9-11, a simple plan of hate and destruction was car­
ried out and thousands died. Just imagine, it could have been 
worse.

I remember the sick feeling I had in the pit of my stomach. 
I remember the anger I felt in my heart. I remember the confu­
sion I felt in my head. Most of all, I remember the sadness.

We lost so much that day on such a large scale, I wondered 
if we’d ever recover. America’s greatest city and our nation’s 
capital had been taken to their respective knees.

Honestly, the evening of September 11,2001,1 thought was 
just the beginning. We would be living in a world where ter­
rorist attacks on our soil would be commonplace. Terror would 
reign and normalcy was going to be beyond our reach for de­
cades.

Jt took years to heal both emotionally and financially, but we 
did recover.

Despite what you may think of Presidents Bush and Obama, 
for ten years, we’ve been safe. Numerous plots have been

foiled and by the grace of God, we have not suffered anything 
remotely close to the dark day of 9-11.

Our government has not been perfect, but they have done job 
one very well. Apart from the policies and rhetoric, Americans 
should take a deep breath Sunday and realize this fact and thank 
God for those who have kept us safe for a decade. For all of our 
faults, on both sides of the aisle, they have been on the same 
page in this endeavor and it has worked.

Let us also remember our fighting forces which have been at 
war for nearly a decade. You can think what you want about the 
justification of the wars we’ve fought, but there is not a doubt 
in my mind that making the terrorists worry about the safety of 
their own backyard has made our backyard safer.

Once we end the wars and bring our troops home, I seriously 
doubt they will get the victorious celebration they deserve. Be­
cause unlike our great wars, we will receive no surrender from 
the defeated. However, that should never diminish the sacrifice 
made by the thousands which have given their lives for this 
country and the thousands more injured both physically and 
mentally.

Sunday, my wife was watching one of the many television 
shows which has focused on the anniversary. My oldest son 
Jackson, 8, sat in her lap and watched. I could tell by watching

his eyes that he was shocked that something so tragic took place 
just a short time before he was bom.

After the show, we talked about that day and how it unfold­
ed. We spoke about the heroes of that day and how it changed 
the country. For an innocent child, the fact there are tmly evil 
people out there wanting to kill Americans took him by sur­
prise. I admit, it still takes me by surprise.

Every one of us has our own 9-11 story. Where you were 
what you were doing and how you reacted will be the topics 
of discussion for many of us the rest of the week. Sure we’ll 
talk about the game Friday and about who posted what on Fa- 
cebook, but at some point each day leading up to Sunday’s an­
niversary, 9-11 will creep into the conversation. It should.

I encourage each of you to have those conversations. Lei 
the memories come flooding back."Harken back to the day that 
changed our world forever. Because when you do, it puts things 
in perspective. It makes you appreciate the sacrifices made tc 
keep your family safe. As we’ve become accustomed to hearing 
this time of year: never forget!

Copyright Christopher Blackburn 2011

Christopher Blackburn is the president of Blackburn Media Group, 
owner of this publication.

New legislation promises to stop the UN from being so UNeffective
By REBECCA DIFEDE

In the past year, 22 percent of the United Nation’s (UN) 
operations budget and 27 percent of the peacekeeping budget 
were funded by the United States. This week. Rep. Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, chairwoman of the House Foreign Affairs conunittee 
introduced the “United Nations Transparency, Accountability, 
and Reform Act,” legislation designed to shake up the founda­
tion of the long-stagnant UN.

This bill will “require the UN to adopt a voluntary budget 
model in which countries selectively fund UN agencies rather 
than according to a set formula”. This is to ensure that there is 
a little more competition for funds and as a result, the often- 
dormant UN officials will actually have to take some action to 
get what they want.

Historically, the UN has not been the greatest at making 
progress. For far too long they have tip-toed their way around 
conflicts by sending teams to warzones with no weapons, and 
attempting peace talks with countries and groups who are clear­
ly only in search of blood.

If Rwanda and the Sudan taught us anything, it was that the

UN cannot be trusted to get involved in conflicts because they 
refuse to adapt to the situation when the enemy doesn’t want 
to sit down to a tea party and talk things out. The U.S. is a 
country of actions and if they are going to continue to receive • 
our money they’re going to need to start revising the way they 
handle themselves.

This new legislation would also be setting boundaries on the 
use of U.S. money to only purposes specified by Congress, and 
would prevent funding from being used for any UN agency 
that supports the Palestinian observer mission or its refugees. 
In addition, the laws would also refuse funding for the UN Hu­
man Rights Council for any members with Security Council 
sanctions, investigations for human rights violations or are state ’ 
sponsors of terrorism.

Ros-Lehtinen is quoted on the House Foreign Affairs com­
mittee website saying, “We need a UN which will advance the 
noble goals for which it was founded. Unfortunately the cur­
rent UN continues to be plagued by scandal, mismanagement, 
and inaction, and its agenda is frequently hijacked by ro^ue 
regimes which protect each other while targeting free democra­
cies like the US and Israel. This bill is about making the UN

work again.”
Americans for Limited Government (ALG)’s President Bill 

Wilson praised the congresswoman, stating that “for far too 
long the UN has been a sacred cOw, and it is gratifying that Ros- 
Lehtinen is taking on this bureaucratic behemoth that wastes 
U.S. tax dollars. At some point. Congress will need to decide 
whether investment in the UN makes sense from both a fiscal 
and foreign policy perspective.”

Since this legislation actually wants to enforce responsible 
spending and corral the crazed child that is the UN, it will likely 
"receive opposition from the left-leaning Senate and the Obama 
Administration. However, it has significant and quantifiable 
positive outcomes if instituted, and as such it is likely that it 
will pass the House of Representatives.

The UN is facing a crisis of its own making. Should Ros- 
Lehtinen’s bill become law, it just might hit its stride within the 
guidelines set forth by one of their major contributors, and start 
actually uniting some nations, rather than continuing to bask in 
the glory of ignorance.
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Engagement Announcement

Mr & Mrs Boyd of Wichita Falls TX and Mr and Mrs Palm­
er of Texarkna TX are pleased to announce the engagement 
of there daughter Tyana Lynn Gabbert to Adam Cassidy Mc- 
Cown son of Johnny & Debbie McCown of Knox City TX.

The couple will be married November 05,2011 in Wichita 
Falls TX.

Commissioner Court Minutes
BE IT REMEMBERED 

on the 8“' day of August, 
2011, there was conducted 
a REGULAR Meeting of 
the Honorable Commis­
sioners’ Court of Knox 
County, Texas,.at the Court­
house thereof, in the City of 
Benjamin, Texas, for the 
purpose of transacting any 
and all business that may 
lawfully be brought before 
the same.

Knox County Judge Tra­
vis Floyd, called the Regu­
lar Meeting to order at 1:30 
P.M. all members of the 
Commissioners’ Court were 
present. Also attending were 
County Attorney Pro-Tern 
Lina Trevino, County Tax 
Assessor/Chief Appraiser 
Mitzi Welch, County Sher­
iff Dean Homstad, County

& District Clerk Annette 
Offutt, County Treasurer 
Rosie Ake, County Court 
Coordinator Michelle Es­
quivel, Cheryl Daniel Ag­
ing Services Director, Pam 
Reed 911 Director, Justice 
of the Peace Vonnie Ivie, 
Bobby D. Burnett and Gene 
Ward for TXDOT. The 
Court considered the fol­
lowing matters posted and 
filed for Record in the office 
of the County Clerk August 
3^^2011.

Commissioner McCown 
made the motion seconded 
by Commissioner Griffith 
to approve the minutes of 
the Regular Session held 
July 11, 2011. The motion 
passed five to zero.

The Court considered in­
creasing the mileage reim­

bursement to $.55.
Commissioner Birkenfeld 

made the motion to increase 
Commissioner McCown 
seconded the motion, all 
agreed.

Bobby D. Burnett was 
on hand to discuss the air 
conditioning in the abstract 
office, no action was re­
quired.

Upon considering the in­
formation concerning the 
gate on County Road 2431 
there was no action taken.

The Commissioners 
agreed unanimously on the 
Election Judges for county 
election precincts.

The Extension Activ­
ity Report, Aging Services 
Report, 911 Report, Knox 
County Visioning Team, 
and Road and Bridge Re­

port required no activity.
Commissioner Griffith 

made the motion to approve 
Financials, Budget and pay 
the bills for May, 2011; the 
motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Birkenfeld, 
the motion passed five to 
zero.

Gene Ward with TXDOT 
briefly discussed the agree­
ment between the Couilty 
and TEXDOT concerning 
road material.

There being no further 
business to come before 
the Court Commissioner 
Urbanczyk made the mo­
tion to adjourn^seconded by 
Commissioner McCown, all 
agreed. The meeting of the 
Court was ADJOURNED 
• APPROVED this the 12*'' 
day of September, 2011

OH Field & Ranch Construction 
Clean Out Stock Tanks Maintain Roads 

Land Clearing & Tree Grubbing 
Many other services available!

2 4 ^

ScwiceA
420D Backhoe • 936E Loader • 112F Maintainer 
3 Dumptrucks • 320DL Trackhoe • 2 Bellydumps 

Truck and Pipe Float & 924H Forklift • S185 Bobcat

"P ie z z  ZM m «U  (9 4 0 ) 2 5 6 -0 4 7 0

Lewis Paint & B ody Shop
E X C E L L E N C E  S I N C E  1 9 5 2

C o m e  S e e  U s F ir s t  |  

N o J o b  T o o  L a r g e  

O r  T o o  S m a l l ! 

24hr W r e c k e r  

S er v ic es

C lint L ewis
O w n e r

"IN LOVING MEMORY OF STERUNG LEWIS’’ 
f  Dat or night,  we are the only name you need 
I  M ajor repair^, custom painting & S triping 
I  Windshield repair,  wheel augnment and frame 
I A lso replace those worn out headuners

D ays

940-658-3342
N ig h ts

940-658-3629
106 North 2nd 

Knox City, TX79529|
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Knox City falls to Ira Bulldogs

Lawrence
Brothers
Knox City

940- 658-3715

LvmBJEcmc
l/MOTOR CO., INC.
1011 AAain St. - Knox City 
Jimmy Lynn • Scott Lynn 

940-658-3511

SHORTES, INC.
***** Complete

/  \  Oilfield

\  658-3576

LARSON
PHARMACY

Larry & Beth Staggs
657-3210

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.
<Si

Hue OeMMMrlamrW «»i

r m
KOBM Kfosr ».SUUNa! COtKCMflCN

3527
Knox City i«Mi iwsaic 

LENDER

Burrito Express

657-4323 658-5568

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Your hometown healthcare team.

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Monday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMS

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 • Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital 
Liability'* Workers’ Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment
P.O. Box 99 * 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099

CITY MOTEL
Bip and Anita

658-3541

PENMAN’S
SERVICES LTD
658-3513

SUPPLY
HOUSE
658-3389
PUMPERS SUPPLY 

& EQUIPMENT 
658-3260

Backing the Hounds 
since1976

saw
Charlie Pierce 

Michael Et Terry Bartley

658-3559

AIR AG, INC.,
ITW WtMCN **lS*feft̂ «̂ S***

By Jeff Stanfield
The Knox City Grey­

hounds and the Ira Bull­
dogs put on a show last 
Friday night at greyhound 
field. The Ira Bulldogs 
where the first to hit pay 
dirt with a 3rd and forever 
touchdown.

This would set the pace 
for the game.

It seemed like every time 
the Greyhounds would hold 
the Bulldogs for 3rd or 4th 
and long, Lance Morris #6 
or #12 (depending on what 
half he was playing) would

break a long run and, with 
it, the Hound’s hearts.

The Hounds played the 
second half without Blake 
Jones who left with a ham­
string pull and played the 
#3 ranked Bulldogs even in 
the second half. The Bull­
dogs left Knox City with a 
72-48 victory.

The Hounds where led in 
rushing by Ryan Ledesma 
17 carries for 131 yards 
and 2 tds. Jarek Wilde had 
3 catches for 48 yds and 
ltd , and Blake Jones had 3 
catches for 40 yds and 1 td.

TJ Moore was 9 for 15 for 
122 and 2 tds.

The defensive player of 
week is Ryan Ledesma who 
made big plays on both side 
of the ball. The offensive 
player of the game was 
Austin Valimont, Tylene 
Eaton and Bubba York.

This week the Hounds take 
on Rule in Rule on Friday. 
The JV will play in O’Brien 
on Thursday against Bryson 
and the O’brien Bulldogs 
will open up Thursday at 
5:30 in Obrien. Bring your 
lawn chairs....

The Pizza 
Place

113 N. Central 
657-5345

Now accepting Visa & Mastercard

Thanks for Reading!
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Benjumin News By Gladene Green

It’s Tuesday and I ’m run­
ning out of time trying to 
make the deadline for the 
paper this week. Bless Ta­
mara and Cynthia’s hearts. 
They do have a lot of pa­
tience with folks like me! 
Much nicer weather the 
past few days. Cool and 
pleasant. I can finally get 
a little relief from running 
the a/c days without any 
break. Still no rain, but 
we’ll get that one day, I ’m 
sure.

Sympathy this week to 
the families of Richard 
Shahan and also, Grace 
Welch. Richard passed 
away last week and Grace 
died yesterday (Monday). 
They will be missed by 
many.

About our ill:
Chad Tolson is making 

some progress, according 
to his family. He is fol­
lowing some of his doc­
to r’s commands and that is 
something he hasn’t been 
doing. Every bit of hope is 
encouraging, so keep pray­
ing for him and his family 
and maybe every day will 
get better.

Jane Gideon spent Sun­
day night in the Knox 
County hospital. She was 
low on potassium and very 
weak, but no other real 
problems showed up. She’s 
home and feeling fine.

Hazel Stockton was in 
Lubbock on Thursday to 
see her cardiologist. Didn’t 
learn a lot except she did 
have to have some medica­
tion adjusted. She said she 
actually has felt better the 
past few days and that’s al-

PENMAN’S
SERVICES LTD
658-3513

ways good to hear.
Little Andrew Bald­

win returned home Mon­
day night after a few days 
stay at Cook’s Children’s 
Hospital in Ft. Worth and 
heart surgery. His grand­
mother, Sherry Tennyson, 
said he’s doing great and 
goes back in six weeks for 
a check-up. She said no 
after-effects at all except 
the fact they do have to be 
careful how they pick him 
up and handle him until his 
incision heals. He’s eight 
months old.

Here ‘n There:
Earlene Meinzer called 

to tell me she attended the 
Vera Homecoming on Sat­
urday. She said she was 
kinda’ late getting there, 
but did get to visit a few 
friends.

Kenneth and Jessie Rob­
erts, now residing in the 
Munday Nursing Center, 
came home for the day on 
Sunday for a family birth­
day party honoring Jessie. 
Their children. Bill and Sue 
from near Austin, Don and 
Diane from O ’Brien, Ken 
and Gaye from Wichita 
Falls, and Fred and Nancy 
McGreger and Dennis and 
Pam Duke, were the hosts 
and hostesses. Also Pam’s 
children, Rachel, Rebekah 
and Zeke and their families 
were here. Pam said it was 
a good day and they all en­

joyed it so much. She also 
said her mom had broken 
her wrist on Friday, so that 
probably is bothering her 
some. I may have missed 
some who helped celebrate 
her birthday. If so, I apolo­
gize!

Saturday was a big day for 
Weston Herring in Munday. 
His parents and sister, Liz, 
Nathan and Taylor honored 
him on his first birthday 
(which was Sept 1) with a 
party in their home. Lots of 
relatives and friends were 
there to see him open all his 
gifts and enjoy coke and ice 
cream. Among his “well 
wishers” were his cousin Bri­
ley Hastas of Seymour who 
has leukemia, but is doing 
great. She still goes every 
week for chemo and blood 
check, but her future looks 
bright. She’s so very active 
and has lots of fun running 
and playing and her parents 
(and other family members) 
are quick to tell you that 
though she has wonder­
ful doctors, the prayers and 
God’s goodness has been her 
main medicine. And they are 
so grateful to everyone for all 
that’s been done for them.

Thanks to you all who 
have- been so kind to say 
nice things about my col­
umn each week. Some 
weeks are newsier than 
others, but as long as I can. 
I ’ll keep on keeping on!!

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Your hometown healthcare team

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City C linic • Munday Clinic 

K nox County Hom e Health 
Knox County EMS

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.
ItMA Depo»iMpri»wrWll91100.000

FDK
m)EUl COEPCRMtCN

658-3527 
Knox City EQMl HmiM

LENDER

Just Jeff
By Jeff Stanfield
Just a few interesting facts 

I thought i would share with 
you: Did you know that if 
you cross the border into 
North Korea you get a 12 
year prison sentence? If you 
think that is bad, how about 
crossing into Afghanistan? 
They just kill you there.

Last month, two hikers 
from America crossed into 
Iran while hiking (why in the 
heck anyone wants to hike 
over there is beyond me). 
Guess what happened to 
them. Eight years in prison. 
Yet, if you cross into The 
United States illegally, we 
give you free housing, free 
education, healthcare, re­
tirement and of course a tax 
break to start a business. I 
guess you do not have to 
be the sharpest knife in the 
drawer to figure out why

the US is the destination of 
choice for illegal immigra­
tion.

While we are welcoming 
anybody and everybody into, 
the country (apparently), 
others are being thrown out 
of venues within the country. 
I heard a story about a little 
boy who walked to a public 
school everyday with his dog 
following him. The boy and 
the dog walk right in the door 
and down the hallway into 
the classroom. The teacher 
spots the dog, informed the 
boy that the dog was no al­
lowed in the school, and they 
kick the pooch out the door.

As the dog sits crying in 
front of the door, fie is joined 
by God, who walks up and 
consoles the dog. God says, 
“Don’t feel bad little fella, I 
have been kicked out of there 
also.”

Maybe that is the problem 
with this country... NO- this 
is one of our big reason’s we 
are in this mess.

The newest rumor in 
Knox City is Tex Cox is 
going to participate in the 
“Big Rassling Show” this 
October. The main event 
will be Charles “Animal” 
Steele and Cowboy Johnny 
Mantell verse Chad “The 
People’s Armpit” McGee 
and maybe a possible Mick 
Foley. Personally, I think 
the only thing Tex is go­
ing to wrestle is a biscuit, 
but we will have the offi­
cial announcement in the 
next couple of days. I hope 
everyone enjoys the cooler 
weather.

God Bless
Jeff “ There is no way in 

Hell I am wrestling” Stan­
field

Swine Tag Order Deadline
The major stock show 

season is just around the 
corner. Which means it is 
time to decide how many 
swine projects you will be 
raising for the upcoming 
show season. The deadline 
for ordering 2011-2012 
Major Swine Validation 
tags will be September 30, 
2011. The cost for each tag 
will be $10.00. We only

need the amount of pigs 
you will be purchasing; 
you do not need to have the 
pigs already. Tag orders, 
can be made by coming to 
the extension office located 
on the second floor in the 
county courthouse in Ben­
jamin or calling 940-459- 
2651. Educational pro­
grams of the Texas AgriL- 
ife Extension are open to

all citizens without reg'ard 
to race, color, sex, disabil­
ity, religion, age, or nation­
al origin. Individuals with 
disabilities who require an 
auxiliary aid, service or ac­
commodation in order to 
participate in a meeting or 
program are encouraged to 
contact the Knox County 
AgriLife Extension office 
at (940) 459-2651. '

KNOXCOUNnNEWSONLINE.COM
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From the desk of the Sheriff
By Dean Homstad

All terrain vehicle (ATV), 
seems simple enough. It 
is however, defined by the 
Texas Transportation code 
as a motor vehicle that is: 1. 
Equipped with a saddle for 
the use of the rider and pas­
senger, if it is designed by 
the manufacturer to transport 
a passenger, 2. Designed to 
propel itself with three or 
four tires in contact with the 
ground, 3. Designed by the 
manufacturer for off high­
way use by the operator only, 
and 4. Not designed by the 
manufacturer for farming or 
lawn care. Pretty simple and 
straightforward, but wait, 
there’s more;

Under 663,031 A person 
may not operate an all-ter­
rain vehicle on public prop­
erty unless the person either 
holds a safety certificate is­
sued under this section or by 
the state, is taking the safety 
course under direct supervi­
sion of an instructor, is un­
der the direct supervision of 
an adult who holds a safety 
supervision of an adult who 
holds a safety certificate, and 
is required to carry and dis­
play the safety certificate at 
the request of any Law En­
forcement Officer.

663.032 State a person 
younger than 14 years of age 
operating an al terrain vehi­
cle must be accompanied by 
and be under the direct su­
pervision of the persons par­
ent, guardian, or adult who 
is authorized by the persons 
parent or guardian. Kind of 
says: you cannot turn you 
young kids loose with an all- 
terrain vehicle. Doesn’t say 
public property, rather it in­
dicates anywhere.

663.033 seems to indicate 
that if you ride an all terrain 
on public property, it must 
be equipped with the follow­
ing; 1 .Good condition brake 
system, 2. Muffler system in

good working condition, 3. 
United States Forest Service 
qualified spark arrester. If it 
is operated on public prop­
erty from just after sunset to 
sunrise, or anytime visibility 
is reduced because of insig­
nificant light or atmospheric 
conditions, it must have a 
working headlight and tail- 
light.

A person may not ride or 
operate an all-terrain vehicle 
on public property unless a 
person wears a safety helmet 
and eye protection.

This chapter goes on to 
say that a person may cross 
a public street but only at or 
near a 90 degree angle after 
stopping the vehicle com­
pletely, yields to oncoming 
traffic, and at a place where 
no obstruction prevents a 
quick means of safe cross­
ing with headlights and tail- 
lights lighted. Kind of means 
you would have to have the 
lights on, stop the ATV be­
fore crossing the roadway 
and yield to traffic. Now 
that Knox County has been 
upgraded to have divided 
roadways, the ATV can only 
cross the divided roadway at 
an intersection.

There are exceptions to 
the ATV being on the road­
way. Section 663.037 indi­
cates that a person may oper­
ate an ATV on the roadway 
if the operation is not on an 
interstate, which we have 
none of, but is in connection 
with agriculture in various 
ways, the ATV has an (8) 
eight foot pole attached to 
the vehicle with a triangular 
orange flag on the tope, (Not 
a slow moving sign dragging 
behind the rear of the vehi­
cle). The vehicles headlights 
and taillights must be on, the 
operator must hold a drivers 
license, can be operated only 
during the daytime, and the 

SHERIFF
continued to page 12

ON THE 
EDGE OF 
COMMON 

SENSE
by Baxter Black, 

DVM

Farming, a life changing experience
Keith was driving me into Edmonton, AB on Hwy 26 from 

the west. The large grain and cattle farms began to shatter into 
smaller pieces of property; 40 acres, 20 acres, or 12 acres. The 
countryside was still green and well kept with fields of 5 horses 
or 3 cows. Usually it included a nice home with landscaping and 
a manicured entrance.

'“More farm ground is disappearing eveiy year,” said Keith, 
noting the loss of big farmsteads. He was right but it has been 
going on since the pilgrims set foot in Newfoundland, it is the 
inexorable roll of civilization.

These smaller plots, “ranchettes,” are a stage in this progres­
sion. But, I’ve noticed one very positive side of those new “rural 
lifestylers.” With the intention to teach their children some con­
nection to the land and livestock, or for their own sake, they take 
on projects like gardening, raising sheep, llamas, rabbits, goats, 
ducks, horses or cows. And regardless whether it is an organic 
garden, a litter of pigs or one calf, once they get their hands dirty 
they begin to have an inkling of what it takes to make food out of 
dirt and water. It is a life-changing experience.

I think that before any person is tricked into sending money 
to PETA, the Humane Society of the United States, ALF, ELF, or 
any of those two-faced groups whose goal includes the elimina­
tion of modem farming practices, that person should be allowed 
to raise at least one baby Holstein calf from birth to edible, or to 
grow enough vegetables in one summer to feed a family for just 
seven days.

Once they are engaged in the process of raising food, they will 
appreciate that farming is a cornplicated process that guarantees 
risk, pitfalls, hard work and commitment. But they will also com­
prehend the sense of accomplishment of becoming part of nature, 
not just the skim on the top. This experience will qualify them 
to examine with a keener eye the often sleazy, forked-tongued 
and gratuitously morbid supplications for money, money, money 
from the animal rights gmbbers.

Our twenty-acre-neighbors will gain the ability to distinguish 
their local Humane Societies, county agents, district agricultural­
ists, and veterinarians from the National Beggars Association of 
ANTI’s who haven’t raised a calf, had it butchered, or fed their 
family for a week from their own labors in the soil.

My advice to you farmers and ranchers who miss the old 
days, is to befriend your new neighbors and offer to teach them 
Beginning Agriculture 101. Let them experience the deep pride 
one gets from personally participating in one of life’s most basic 
occupations. They will learn where food comes from. And, I re­
peat, it is life changing.

wwW.baxterblack .com
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My computer sort of had a 
stroke yesterday. We are very 
close. So I.had one too.

The term “sympathy pain” 
isn’t strong enough to de­
scribe what happ^sned. As 
soon as the malaise appeared, 
my energy ebbed. Fm glad 
to Say we’re both better now, 
but I had to go to bed for a 
while. So much for a hard 
day’s work.

In the scheme of things, my 
husband was spared an arti­
choke. It was to be supper’s 
piece de resistance, but I hit 
the sofa instead. We went out 
to eat, once we’d figured out 
I was still ambulatory It’s for 
sure I wasnjt up to cooking. 
He doesn’t like artichokes 
much anyway. Sometimes 
things just work out.

As for my laptop, it had 
started seeing red, you might 
say. Red appeared every­
where there should have been 
black. Websites jittered red 
We were at a coffeehouse 
when it first happened. I was 
barely able to drive home.

Today the repairman or­
dered a part and eradicated 
the symptom by moving 
the screen some. He’s good. 
Meanwhile, the red lurks 
somewhere, ready to hem­
orrhage and spill onto the 
screen. This must be what it’s 
like to have an ulcer. Maybe 
a glass of milk will make me 
feel better.

MILK PAUSE.
Ah, the calming effect of 

half-and-half and a piece of 
string cheese. But why do I 
worry? Tomorrow’s opera­
tion will be successful. Re­
covery will be immediate. 
No doubt.

By now you may have fig­
ured out 1 own one of those 
computers known for exces­
sive customer brand loyalty.

Just the other day my service 
guy -  call him Ehr. Ken -  said 
that people who bring their 
computers to him for repair 
describe them as “sick” and 
act like they’re entrusting 
him with the fate of a loved 
one instead of a machine.

I’m glad I didn’t have to 
leave mine overnight.

If computers were horses,it 
all would make better sense. 
Horses have beating hearts 
instead of pulsing lights. 
They take you places. Horses 
have big eyes. It’s easy to get 
attached to a horse. But com­
puters are just computers. 
Garbage in, garbage out, as 
the old saying goes. They are 
what we make them. Noth­
ing more.

Mine is my pictures, my 
work, my art, my email, my 
life. Bottom line, it’s me.

Or it’s at least my Siamese 
twin. Our systems mingle. 
We share a brain.

Case in point:
When 1 sleep, 1 dream in 

PowerPoint. You’ve heard 
of death by PowerPoint? If I 
die in my sleep, blame Pow­
erPoint.

As for a secondary diagno­
sis ~ one for me -  maybe it’s 
narcissism, except if 1 really 
were one I wouldn’t admit it. 
Narcissists never do.

Narcissism definition:
“Self-centeredness arising 

from failure to distinguish 
the self from external ob­
jects, either in very young 
babies or as a feature of men­
tal disorder.”

Treatment? I’m 
thinking of a trip around the 
world on a tramp steamer 
No laptops allowed. Just 
good books.

Maybe my husband Will 
go too. I shall tell him there’ll 
be no artichokes.

fo
M

dc

th
in
er
Pi
to
g‘
St

http://wwW.baxterblack


09 .08 .2011

“news reporter” to “editor in 
chief’ with that promo­
tion, I also was delegated the 
responsibilities of reporter, ad 
sales, sports, politics, market­
ing, editing, office manager 
and (my favorite position of 
all) janitor. You see, for the 
last 2 and a half years, I have 
run the paper without any 
paid assistance.

1 need to be very clear 
about that last statement- 
without any PAID assistance. 
There is no way that one 
person could put together 
over a hundred editions of a 
countywide publication by 
his or herself. Knox County 
is blessed with a great deal of 
pride, talent and the intense 
feelings of family. Because 
of that fact, the Knox County 
News show continual meta­
morphosis with the commu­
nity it serves as that commu­
nity in turn serves the Knox - 
County News.

There are wonderful in­
dividuals who have been es­
sential during my tenure at 
the Knox County News to 
create a legitimate product 
week after week. Gladene 
Green, Sammie Offield, Jeff 
Stanfield are local columnists 
who keep the news filled 
with interesting tidbits about 
our neighbors and/or our po­
litical scene. Cheryl Daniel 
never fails to send the menu 
for the Aging Center Services 
every week- along with it, a 
little note to brighten my day. 
Brandon Carr is the epitome 
of efficiency, always mak­
ing sure that the newspaper 
has the current weather re­
cords from the NCRS. An­
thony Munoz and Lorri Coop 
are amazing Ag Extension 
Agents who help mold our 
children in 4H and are con­
stantly in touch with the news 
office with news releases and 
pictures. The KC/O’Brien 
CISD administrators, princi­
pals and teachers are fantastic 
about working with the news

in special inserts concerning 
our up and coming youth or 
any academic achievements 
they gain. Stacia Propps at 
Benjamin is always available 
to brag on the Benjamin kids 
any time of the day. Clara 
Brown sends in an article 
about our Northern-most 
town, Truscott, when she feels 
up to it. We are always ap­
prised as to the happenings at 
the Wichita Brazos Museum. 
The Sheriff’s office sends the 
monthly arrest reports with­
out being asked, and utilizes 
the paper to get messages out 
to the public when need-be. 
David Petrusaitis has worked 
with me weekly; keeping me 
updated to the unceasing up­
ward motions of the Munday 
Police Department and the 
improvements they make 
amongst the ranks. Travis 
Floyd, Emily Nelson, Jimi 
Coplen, Michelle Esquivel 
and Janice Tolson are con­
stant go-to people.#

No sports page could 
have been created in the last 
two years (or even longer) 
without the pictures provided 
by various proud parents and 
fans- specifically, Daveine 
Clark and Michelle Stan­
field.

Knox County is a unique 
place where neighbors be­
come friends and friends 
become family. 1 had never 
known such places existed 
until several years ago when 
I first met my husband, Ja­
son. We were in the first 
stages of courting; he asked 
me one day if I wanted to go 
to Rochester. I thought, “1 
love New York at this time of 
year!’’ Alas, we ended up in 
Rochester, Texas- not exactly 
what I expected. Not much 
else in my life has turned out 
like I expected after that, ei­
ther. I never thought that this 
ex-surfer, city girl would find 
herself a place in a rural coun­
ty in (of all places) Texas. I 
NEVER thought I’d become
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a Texan (I lived in LA, NYC game). I would rather get a
or Santa Fe, gosh dam it). I 
wasn’t the motherly type, 
wasn’t the settle-down type, 
had a job that required me 
to travel all over the United 
States and rub shoulders with 
politically and financially 
charged persons.

Now, I am happily mar­
ried, I have 3 step-children, 
a two year old biological son, 
and am 5 months pregnant (I 
guess I have developed some 
motherly senses). My driver’s 
license says Texas, and I say 
“y’all”. I have had the won­
derful opportunity to witness 
a village raise a child- my 
child- for the last 2 years. I 
am saddened to think that my 
daughter who will be bom in 
January will not know the vil­
lage that brought up her broth­
er with so much love. When I 
was a city-rat, I was always 
caught up in a melee of com­
ing and going and here and 
there and doing. Now, since I 
have learned the enjoyments 
of being a country-mouse, I 
have learned to just stop- and 
be. I would rather spend time 
chatting with wonderful lady 
friends like Donna Banks, 
Romain 3tubbs, Janoma Ste­
vens, Evelyn Balis or Amy 
Schnable than putting on a 
suit to hobnob with someone 
who thinks they are impor­
tant. I would rather spend a 
Friday night at my in-laws 
house playing 42 than going 
to galas (especially because 
my mother-in-law and I are 
completely unbeatable at the

burrito from Burrito Express 
every morning than have 
some very strangely cooked 
poached egg on a strange 
bread-like substance that is 
the “thing” of the moment. I 
would rather spend an hour 
in the grocery store because 
I have so many people to say 
hi to and chat with than just 
do the “order in” deal. 1 love 
non-ambiguity that allows me 
to walk down the street to be 
met with genuine “hello’s” 
and honest inquiries about my 
schooling, family and work. 
Boredom or loneliness is nev­
er a problem with cafes like 
Bud’s who at any given time 
of the day, harbors a schlew of 
coffee drinkers who are quick 
with the “I remember when” 
stories or perhaps even an old 
cowboy with a poetic mind.

Knox County economic 
scene is driven around com­
panionships- needing a tire 
fixed is to have a visit with 
Ernie. Getting a manicure 
means a gal gab session with 
Jill. Paying bills at Lawrence 
Brothers means mindless 
banter with Carolyn or Jaime. 
General banking comes with 
smiles and warm faces in all 
the teller windows. A stuffy 
nose gets , tended to by fine 
medical persons at the Knox 
County Hospital Clinics. Even 
getting pulled over in traffic 
can constitute a momentary 
meeting of comradary be­
tween old friends (sometimes 
with a ticket for a souvenir of 
said assembly).
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All that being said- it is 
time that I bid adieu to the 
family of friends and acquain­
tances I have found in Knox. 
As many who know me al­
ready know, my husband 
was transferred out of town 
to the Metroplex area several 
months ago, and I am moving 
to join him in Weatherford. 
I had delayed my move sev­
eral times in an unwillingness 
to let go at the Knox Gounty 
News until a suitable replace­
ment was found; but now I 
am so happy to announce: we 
found her.

Starting next week, a new 
page will turn in the history 
books of the Knox' County 
News as Sherry Reid will take 
over as Editor. Many people 
know Sherry and her family 
as they lived here, serving the 
O’Brien Baptist Church for 
a number of years. About a 
year ago. Sherry and her farh- 
ily (husband, Jim, and son, 
Scotty), felt it was time to 
move on to a different place. 
About 2 months ago though.
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they returned to Knox for a 
revival, and realized that they 
had come home. They were 
gone for only a year when 
they came to the conclusion 
Knox City was where they 
belong.

Sherry is an amazing 
woman with great talent. I am 
so excited for the future of the 
Knox County News. Sherry 
brings over 20 years of media 
experience to the table, along 
with extreme intelligence, a 
remarkable eye for detail^nd 
that comforting personality 
that anyone can just sit back 
and relax around.

I will miss my Knox 
County community, but am 
excited to leave you in good 
hands. The Knox County 
News office hours are not go­
ing to change and I’m sure 
Sherry will have the same 
'open door policy that has ex­
isted previously. Call her with 
any news, sports, pictures, or 
just go by and say hi.

Thank you for letting me 
serve you.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

Tom Bassett, Agent
705 N Avenue E 

Haskell, TX 79521 
Bus: 940-864-3250 

tom.bassett.m8yb@statefarm.com 
Mon-Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 

After Hours by Appointment 
Se habla espafiol

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than Geico and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of 
up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

tNrtUDAMCt State Farm
*0iSCOunts vary by states.
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their vehicle selections.
This grant will cover the 

costs of 2 new vehicles and 
all the equipment needed to 
make them efficient in the 
criminal justice division of 
the city. Not only will the 
$99,640 cover the price of

MPD
continued from page 1

the cars, but will also afford 
for radar guns, push bum­
pers, cages and light bars.

This is not a “match­
ing funds” type of grant, 
but rather one that does not 
require any monetary com­
pensation from the local­

ity that was awarded said 
grant.

Next Tuesday night, 
September 13, 2011, the 
Munday City Council will 
vote on details of the ve­
hicles and how the money 
will be spent.

Sunday is the tenth anniversary 
of the terrorist attacks on the 

United States of America.
We Shall Never Forget! 

First National Bank
MUNDAY - HASKELL- STAMFORD
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operation of the ATV does 
not exceed 25 miles from 
the point of origin to destina­
tion.

Okay, when can I, Farm­
er, use an ATV, I.e. 4 wheeler, 
on the roadway and not get 
in trouble?? The transporta­
tion code seems to indicate 
that if a person using the ve­
hicle in connection with the 
production, cultivation care, 
harvesting, etc., or use of ag­
ricultural product, a person 
may if: the operator attached 
the aforementioned 8 foot 
pole with orange triangular 
flag to the top of it, the vehi­
cle’s headlights and taillights 
are illuminated, the person 
holds a drivers license, the 
operation of the all-terrain 
vehicle is in the daytime and 
the distance from point or 
origin to destination is not

SHERIFF
continued from page 10

more than 25 miles.
Seems confusing and 

complicated, but simply put, 
unless you have some reason 
to ride an ATV on the road­
way for some agriculture, 
construction, or law enforce­
ment related purpose, you 
cannot do it. Your kids can­
not have permission from 
you to ride on a public road­
way to the store, to a friends 
house, to school or whatever 
the excuse.

Now stop and think back, 
if you Were ever stopped 
or knew of someone being 
stopped for operating an 
ATV on the roadway, how 
many of these safety or oper­
ating requirements were met, 
or even attempted. Too many 
times, kids are terrorizing the 
back roads and even the high­
ways with an ATV, just out
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of eyeshot of their parents or 
other concerned adults. Par­
ents and kids alike are rou­
tinely guilty of overloading 
an ATV with too many per­
sons, usually 2-5 persons on 
the vehicle at once. Once a 
complaint is received and the 
possible violator is stopped, 
the most common response 
is, “what about old so-and- 
so, they so the same thing”. A 
retired DPS trooper once told 
me of an irate motorist that 
he stopped and was ques­
tioned why he was stopped 
and not the others passing 
that seemed to be going fast. 
The trooper asked the motor­
ist, “Do you go fishing?” the 
motorist answered, “Yeah, 
why?” He was then asked by 
the trooper, “Do you catch all 
the fish in the lake?” End of 
argument. Have a nice day.
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The LATCH system mates it easier to be

every time. Just clip it to the lower anehors, 

attach the top tethiL and pull the 

tight. To find out more, visit


