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Knox City High School Homebound
Student Attends Classes via Robot

Lyndon Baty controls the robot at a press conference at the Haskell-Knox

SSA office last Friday to show media how the robot works and how this
technology will not only benefit him, by the student body as a whole.

Haskell-Knox  Shared  Service
Arrangement (H-KSSA) and Knox City
— O’Brien Consolidated Independent
School District’s Knox City High
School in Knox City, Texas, has

teamed up with Vgo Communications,

a provider of visual communications
solutions, to deploy a distance-learning
program for special needs students
who cannot attend school in-person.
New Technology is allowing a

medically fragile high school student
to attend classes at his local high school
campus via the Internet and “Robotic
Telepresence”. Vgo Communications
(www.vgocom.com) has recently
begun to market an affordable visual
communications solution that is
controlled via wireless high-speed
networks. A recent series of events
happened to fall into place to enable a
See ROBOT on page 11

A new “face” appeared in the halls of Khox City High
School last Tuesday. A “Vgo” robot controlled wirelessly
by Lyndon Baty, a student who is homebound due to

a kidney transplant rejection, is now able to attend
class and have social interaction which his illness has
prohibited him from doing in the last few years... all from
the safety of his own home.

Pictures Courtesy Of The Haskell-Knox Ssa

- LOOKING AHEAD

The J: anuary meetmg of Knox
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~ Sherift’s Report

Pursuant to your open
records request, here is a list
of those arrested within the
indicated time and processed
through the Knox County
Jail:

Dec. 16 through Jan. 14
Carter, Anthony
12/18/10
Unlawful carrying of Weapon
(M-A)

Knox County  *

Isabel, John Wayne

'12/20/10

Theft (Surety off bond) (M-
B)
Knox County

Patty, Steven C.
12/20/10
Possession of Controlled

) .m. - 3 pm. » Closed Thursday ¢ Friday * 9 a.m.-4 p&n, :» : "

substance (F-2) Foard County
Knox County
Rocha, Adam
Franks, Bradford 12/22/10
12/21/10 MTR: Possession of
FTA: Harassment (M-B) Controlled Substance
Baylor County
Willis, Carlon
Martinez, Michael 12/30/10
12/21/10 Traffic Violation/ Munday

PD.
Knox County

MTR: Child Support (SJF)

Simmons, Amber
12/31/10

_ Forgery of
Instrument (SJF)
Baylor County

financial

Delgado, Marie

1/1/11

Agg. Assault against public
servant (F-1)
Baylor County

Obituary

Rena Tankersley
Rena Tankersley of Waco,
passed in to the arms of her
Savior on January 17,2011.7
She was born in Knox City
on October 27, 1922, grew
up on a farm in Haskell
County and graduated from
high school in Weinert.She
spent most of her life in
Knox City and was a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church.”
In recent years, she lived in
a retirement home in Waco.

. Mildred Tankersley, and her

“will be at 1pm, January 19,

Intoxicated Assault (F-3)

Delgado, Peni * Baylor County
1/1/11
Endangering a child (F-3) Williams, Bryan, S.
Baylor County 1/8/11
"DWI (M-B)
Vest, Colton Foard County
1/2/11 ;
Possession of Marijuana (M- Garcia, Antonio, Jr. -
B) 1/8/11
Baylor County Assault with Bodily Injury
: (M-A)
Odam, Scott Alan Knox County
1/2/11
Possession of Marijuana Woodhouse, Andre J.
Baylor County 1/8/11
Assault. with bodily injury
Castillo, Fabian (-A)
1/5/11 Knox County
Public Intoxication (M-C)
Knox County -Submittedby Dean Homstad,
Knox County Sheriff
Lopez, Romero, Oscar
1/6/11
A SHORT STORY ABOUT A
MOTORCYCLE.

AND A SUDDEN TURN.

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious moroscycle
accident that ultimarcly changed her fife.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she beard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a sutgeon who used a patient’s own sterm
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 5

Elisaberh’s experience cansed her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical cherapy—a
profession where her own experience could
telp other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra's story here to
illusteate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don't give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
relling here has been well worth while.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Roy and

brothers; Floyd, Loyd, and
Hershel.” She was preceded
in death by her husband of
many years, Jack Fisher of
Knox City.She is survived
by her son in Waco, Jackie
Fisher, his wife Vivian,
grandsons Ryan and Jason,
and a ’great-granddaughter
Lexie.” She is also sur-
vived by her son in Dal-
las, Danny Fisher, his wife
Linda, granddaughter Dean-
na, great-grandson Colby,
andgreat-granddaughter
Linley.A graveside service

Amwrican
Asadenyy of
Orthopaedic
Surgeons

2011 at the Knox City cem-
etery with Rev. Barry Camp
and Don Hawkins officiating
under the direction of Smith
Family Funeral Homes,
Knox City, Texas.In lieu of
flowers, memorials may be
made to the First Baptist
Church of Knox City.

HUMAN HEALING
orthainfo.org
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Museum News

David Garren
Fronted by mesquite trees

and a long porch just two-

blocks east of the Knox County
Courthouse the Wichita Brazos
Museum and Cultural Center
building draws local and out
of county visitors.. Over 700
people visited the Museum in
2010. It represents a long held
dream of a historical museum
come true for the people of
Knox County. It was made
a reality by past and present
Knox County residents,
Friends, and the families of
Knox County pioneers through
such events as the annual
barbecue now set for February
6, 2011. The barbecue is one
of the longest held events

which helped raise a building
and now helps “support and
operate the historical museum,
to preserve the history of this
land, from the time it was
covered by a salty sea to the
present. Other fund raisers
included a homemade ice
cream booth at the Watermelon
Festival in Knox City, a garage
sale and hamburger stand
at the Munday Perry Patton

Center, yearly historical
calendars, cookbooks, pot
holders, postcards, and

note cards, and our newest
items are the Knox County
collage of historical sites. The
museum staff and members
have diligently been collecting
new names of Veterans for

the: Knox County veteran’s
information albums, and
had the usual big celebration
Nov, 11 of Veterans Day,
plus the hamburger meal. At

* the barbecue you. will get the

usual delicious meal, and see
the new historical calendars
on Champions of Knox
County. Purchase a cookbook
with brief histories of each of
Knox County’s towns, or take
part in the silent auction, and
maybe win a door prize. Come.
enjoy the meal, get in lots of
visiting and maybe take home
some barbecue to eat while
you’re watching the Super
Bowl. And by the way Feb 6%,
the museum will be open from
10:00 A M. to 3:00 PM.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor, :

Many of you probably
know who I am. My name is
Brandon Gutierrez and I grew
up and went to school at Knox
City — O’Brien. I'm currently
incarcerated in a Texas Prison
in South Texas near Corpus
Christi serving a 12 year
sentence.

"1 receive the Knox County
newspaper every week. My
reason for writing this is to get
people to “never say never”. |
wasn’t a bad kid growing up,
but I did make a lot of mistakes
along the way. I was also a good
athlete and. after high school
I moved and started working
and got a job working for Ford
Motor Company.

I also worked on music
withm an underground record
label in Houston, Texas where
I was living.

I thought I had it made.

I didn’t have a worry in the
world. Then that one night on
April 21,2005, my whole world
came down and now I’'m here
suffering the consequences.

I never dreamed I’d be in a
place like this. You know when

you’re in school and they have
those assemblies where they
have inmates come and talk to
you about life in prison?

Well, I bet most of you were
thinking, “I'll never be in a
place like that,” because for
one, you never do anything
wrong, or two, you’ve never
got caught. Am I right?

I see a lot of young people
come and go from here and
I just wanted to reach out
to people especially young
teens because I just hope that
whoever reads this will change
their ways of thinking and stop
ding things that they shouldn’t
be doing.

The biggest thing that
people need to be careful with
ismalcohol. People like to have
a good time and there’s nothing
wrong with that, but when you
decide to drink and drive that’s
a problem because you're
notonly putting your life in
danger, but you’re endangering
the lives of the people riding
with you as well as other people
on the road.

I just want people to keep
in mind to never say never

because one little mistake can
change your life and the lives
around you quicker than you
think. I pray and hope that none
of you ever have to experience
life surrounded by razor wire
fences. I hope this little article
will reach out to someone if not
more. If anyone would like to
reach me you can write me at:
Brandon Gutierrez

#1382749

Smith Unit

1313 County Rd 19

Lamesa Tx 79331

Anyone can feel free to
write me anytime. Thank you
for taking the time to read my
article. To everyone, you have
only one life so, take care and
God Bless!

“Life has its lessons but
prison doesn’t have to be one
of them.” :

Sincerely,
Brandon Gutierrez

(Reprinted from July 26,
2007- Brandon is up for parole
this month- Letters concerning
his parole can be-sent to : The
Board of Pardon and Parole
5809 Southwestern, Suite 237
Amarillo TX 79110)

Page 3

KC AREA CHURCEH
DIRECTORY

EACH WEEK BY THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS:

Knox County O’'Brien
Hospital Co-op Gin
657-3535

658-3631
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SAMMIE'S KNOX CITY CORNER AND FINAL THOUGHTS
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Sammie Offield

On Monday afternoon,
Eddie and I settled down
for the day after we got
out and delivered bags of
groceries that were at the
church. We delivered to
mostly homebound and folks
that are less privileged. It’s
always a pleasure to see some
smiling faces. I understand
that the Baptist Church has
a food pantry that will be
glad to help. All you have
to do is go by and get some

goods- or donate what you
have. We have all, at one
time or another, been there.
At the cost of living today,
it probably will come in
very handy to many folks to
have a little help. If you are
homebound, you can always
call me or one of the churches
and they can contact me, and
I will make a delivery to you
with pleasure.

Monday I received
some good news and
some dangerous findings

concerning Alfredo Abila. He
has almost kicked his cancer
into remission, but they have
now discovered a blood clot
in his leg. Hopefully the
medication he is receiving
will dissolve it , but he is
staying in bed with his leg up
until then. ;

I understand that Alice
Wilson and Don Railsback
are in the Munday Nursing
Home doing their recovery
and are very well taken care
of.

Knox County Market Place

Eva Flores has brought
me back good news from
Ray and Idela Escobar. They
are both doing good. Ray is
hoping to come to Knox City
in a couple of weeks so he
can visit with all his friends
which he has missed very
much. We wish them both a
speedy recovery,

Well, looks like everything
in Duckwalls is almost gone.
I hope and pray that someone
will put something good
there. God knows, we need

. WestMark Realto
o Knox City Branch Office
iill Looking to Buy? Sell? Call us!
| (940) 657-5100 or Contact
| Sue Stephens (806)777-8923 or
: CH. Underwood
(940)256-4204

Residential
* Newly on Market- In
country, 2 acres with 2 houses.
On Pavement. Quiet Setting near
O’Brien.

Nice brick country home on 148

| ac. Storage building & large modern

I metal bamn. Fenced yard w/large |

|l trees. Possible extra acreage available. {f
5| 3.5 mi East of Rochester on CR 165

- Reduced

Farms/Land
i * Haskell Co.
¥ 805 AC., near Rule, 600 Ac. Cult.
| *781 AC., near Rule, Tanks, i
Hunting
* 654 AC., Irrigation Pivots, )
CONTRACT 290 AC.

& *324 AC., ¥ irrigated, %» CRP &
+300+ AC farmland. Iirigation and {5

side roll and 165 ac. Some fenced.
{&! Two ground tanks, dove, quail, deer {2
5| & turkey. Off Hwy 6- South of Roch-

£51 ester. Excellent for peanuts, wheat,

i cotton or cattle.

£51 434 acres, 160 cultivated, fenced,

it set of cattle pens, 2 tanks, on Hwy 84.
i Call for details

Commercial
* Commercial Real Estate and Equip-

o ment- Knox City- $55,000.

%! . Nice Modemn Restaurant, recently {5
built. Also could be used for
hunting lodge- Weinert, TX

| » Commerical warehouse on Hwy 6

it wioffice & liivng quarters on 24,000

sq ft. Call for details

sfekoksfeofokkokokok ok ok ok skokok

2

Commerical warehouse 24,000 on
Hwy 6. Call for deals

Help Wanted

Certified Nurses Aide position is
currently available. Please apply ‘in

person at 605 S. Ave F, ‘Knox City :

Kitchen Help Immediate Openings
Cook: for meal prep and other
kitchen duties. Prefer experienced
individual, but will train qualified
applicant to prepare meals for special
diets. Dietary aides: Various duties in
kitchen and dining room. Positions
require people who are reliable and
dependable. EOE/MFHV. Apply in
person. Monday-Friday; 9: a.m. to
5: p.m. Haskell Health Care Center,
1504 North first, Haskell Texas

The City of O’Brien is seeking a
water Super Attendant. Will Train.
Applications can ‘be picked up at
O’Brien City Hall, located at 1004
Grand Central (Hwy 6) in O’Brien,
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. M-F. Call Billie
Ruth Walker at 940-657-3628 or
Donna Stuckey at 940-658-3428 for
more information

The King -County Appraisal District
Board of Directors is seeking

CNAS

LVNS

PRN POSITIONS!

[Anticipated openings for individuals|
with State license or Certification. We
offer a competitve salary and benefits|
available for full time employees.|
[EOE. For more information, please]
call (940) 864-8537, or apply in|
person.

HASKELL
HEALTH CARE
CENTER
1504 No First Street
Haskell

applicants for the position of Chief
Appraiser. Please call 806-596-4588
or email kingcad@caprock-spur.com
for the application and a more detailed
job description.  Applications are due
by February 4th. %

For Sale: WE have residential and
commercial properties, farm/ranch
lands for sale. We have buyers looking
for land. Call Counts Real Estate
(940)658-3390.

WacoPetro- Buying Knox & Haskell
counties oil production, royalties,
working interest, stripper wells,
abandoned wells. 940-657-5526. 117
N. central, Knox City.

Thanks for reading!

DIRECTOR
Long Term Care facility
seeks licensed RN as
our Director of Nursing.
This is a8 temporary,
short term assignment.
Must have supervisory.
experience and superior
communications skills.
Compelitive wages.
EOQE, For information,
please call our Adminis-
trator, at {840) 864
8837, or apply at
HASKELL HEALTH
CARE CENTER, 1504
North First Street,

Haskell
§, Equai Opportunity Employer

Miscellaneous

Now buying pecans. Drop off station,
Knox County Cleaners. $.80 for #1
pecans.

Personals

Single Handsome cowboy, 64 years
old. Wealthy. Seeking attractive girly
biker-type female with Christian
values for long-term relationship.
(580) 662-2003

Buying Live
WILD HOGS

940-474-1020

Classifieds get

results!

Munday location of our 40 year
drug free, smoke free established
51 store stable restaurant chain
hiring management with a yearly
base pay of $30,000 plus bonus
potential and up to $10.00 hourly for
restaurant experienced cooks and team
members. Call Lisa at home office for a

pre-screen interview: 940-549-5041"

to keep our small town alive.

I’m still receiving small
gifts from  friends and
neighbors who wish me well
in my recovery, and I thank
you from the bottom of my
heart. God has been good to
me, ’'m coming along just
wonderful. Thank you for all

your prayers and concerns.
Well, after all the Abila
family’s close calls with
Alfredo’s health, they finally
had family Christmas with
all their kids on Friday night.
We pray that the new year
will bring them a better year

See SAMMIE on Page 11

KNOX COUNTY AGING SERVICES
MENUS FOR JAN. 16™TO JAN. 20™

Monday Jan. 24th

Tuna Sandwiches
Vegetable Soup
Crackers
Cobbler

Tuesday Jan. 25th
Pork Chops/Rice
Pinto Beans
Salad
Cormnbread -

Jello/Fruit

Wednesday Jan. 26th
Chicken Enchilada Casserole

Salad
Sweet Peas

Crackers
Cookies

Thursday, Jan: 27th
Salmon Croquettes

Cole Slaw
Hominy Casserole
Hush Puppies
Chocolate Cake

Friday, Jan. 28th
Hamburgers

Cheese Slices
Chips
Lettuce, Tomato, Onion &
Pickles
Dessert

New serving time is 12 noon
(in Knox City only). Alternate
desserts for diabetics.

Please call in your orders by
10 am. to 657-3618. Orders
can’t be taken after 10 a.m. and
need to be picked up after 11
am.

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
James E. ‘Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center
Knox City, TX

2010 Weekly Weather Report

Date Temperature (F) Rainfall
Low / High inches
11/22 46/84
11723 35/68
11724 47/84
125 23/58
11/26 18/58
11/27 21/65
11/28 33/69
Total Rainfall for month 0.40
2010 Rainfall (ytd)  36.43
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Big Country Music Revue
to launch in 2011

A family variety show, Big
Country Music Revue will
begin operation in January
2011. Owner and operator,
Jerry Burke and wife, Car-
ol, are developing a variety
show in Rule, Texas. The
couple obtained the Meth-
odist Church building in the
community about a year ago.
After meeting with several
people, they felt there was
a need for a quality, whole-
some variety show in the Big
Country Area. “There is a lot
of talent here in the area,”
says Jerry Burke; “too many
talented people don’t have a
place to perform. We want
to offer a wholesome envi-

ronment and feature several.

styles of music.”

Joining Jerry and Carol
Burke in this effort will be
several seasoned musicians
for the area. Dr. Lana Ness

FFA
News

Knox City FFA is again
placing flags around town
for businesses. A letter will
circulate to those who have
actively participated in this
fundraiser in the past. The
cost is $30 for the year and
the proceeds go to support
the FFA activities.

Anyone interested in join-
ing in, and showing their pa-
triotic support of our great
nation should contact Joe
Nelson (Agricultural Science
Teacher) at 940-657-5171,
or Mr. Moeller (High School
Principal0 at 940-657-3565.

This is a great opportunity
for our students to show sup-
port for their community and
country.

will currently serve as music
director and Ray Clark will
supervise audio and facility.
House band rehearsals will
begin January 15.

Auditions for performers
will be held Saturday, Janu-
ary 22 at 1:00 p.m. at the Big
Country Music Revue facil-
ity at 1000 Union in Rule,
Texas. Those who wish to
audition will take a number
upon arrival and then will be
heard by the music commit-
tee in numerical order. Sing-
ers and singing groups are
asked to prepare two songs
of different tempos for the
audition. Bands, comedians,
ventriloquists, spoon play-
ers, cloggers and “whatever
talent you have” are encour-
aged to audition as well. For
more information, call Jerry
Burke at 940-863-4191 in
the evening.

Check us out at

knoxcountynewsonline.com

Issue identification forum

Texas AgriLIFE Exten-
sion Service in collabora-
tion with the Knox County
Visioning Committee will
hold an Issue Identification
Forum on Monday, January
24,2011 at 6:00 PM at the
Perry Patton Community
Center, 131 West Main,

Munday, TX, to assist lo- .

cal Extension Agents and
the Knox County Vision-
ing Committee in identify-
ing the most critical issues
affecting our local citizens
in Knox County: The lo-
cal Extension program has
a rich history of providing
educational programs that
address our most critical
issues related to Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources,
Families and Health, Youth
Development, and Com-
munity Resource and Eco-
nomic Development. In
order to make sure that the
programs being planned for
the future are on target, we
invite all interested commu-
nity members to participate

- in the forum. We welcome

your input and opinions
on what issues are facing
our county. Community
participation is vital to the
success of this process and
will provide us with valu-
able insight into the issues
facing our citizens. Please
join us on Monday, January
24,2011 and let your voice
be heard. If you have any
questions about the Forum
process and to R.S.V.P,
please contact Lorrie Coop,
CEA-FCS, or Anthony Mu-
noz, CEA-AG/NR, at 940-
459-2651.

Educational programs of
the Texas AgriLIFE Exten-
sion Service are open to all

‘citizens without regard to

race, color, sex, disability,
religion, age or national
origin. Individuals with
disabilities who require an
auxiliary aid, service, or
accommodation in order to
participate in a meeting or
program are encouraged to
contact the Knox County
Extension Office.

Selected Jewelry
A whole showcase full

40% OFF

SelectedCrosses & Birdhouses

30% OFF REGULAR PRICE

www.haskelldrugstore.com

THE DRUG STORE

100 S Ave E « HASKELL « 864-2673

Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Page 5

Subscribe to the
Knox County News

today
Call 240-657-3142

Jerry’s Plumbing

RELAX. IT'S Rueem?

Phone: (940) 658-3322
If no answer: 657-4568
or 657-3863

Texas Air
Conditioning
License
#TACLB005658C

Talk to your
neighbors,
then talk

to me.

Tom Bassett, Agent
705 N Avenue E
Haskell, TX 79521
Bus: 940-864-3250
tom.bassett.m8yb@statefarm.com

See why State Farm®insures
more drivers than Geico and

Progressive combined. Great
service, plus discounts of

Mon-Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm up to 40 percen.t.*
After Hours by Appointment Like a good neighbor,
Se habla espafiol State Farm is there.”
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

SYATE $ARM

THSUIANCE

StateFarm

*Discounts vary by statas.
State Farm Mutual Automobife Insurance Company,

1001174 State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, i
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A little civility?

By CHRIS BLACKBURN

Members of Congress are domg the right thmg in their recent

 gestures of civility. :

As a resident of this great land and a voting taxpayer, I sin-
cerely hope these gestures lead to a new culture in Washington.
One which has the people’s business at heart.

During the State of the Union speech next.week, a leader of
the Senate Democrats and one of the Senate’s most conserva-
tive Republicans will sit together.

Furthermore, a House Republican from Pennsylvania and a
House Democrat from California said Sunday that they would
work together to revisit federal and state laws on mental ill-
ness.

Recently House Speaker John Boehner used the phrase “job-
destroying” instead of “job-killing” in reference to the Demo-
crats’ health care overhaul in a speech to colleagues.

It seems the shooting in Arizona that killed six in a failed
assassination attempt on Representative Gabrielle Giffords has
shifted the political dynamic in Washington and across the na-
tion. It is a welcomed change.

The venom has spewed in Washington for over a decade. L
think back to President Clinton’s impeachment as one event in
a series which has led to the current climate in U.S. politics.
The Clinton impeachment angered many Democrats.

More feelings were hurt following the 2000 election (deba-
cle). Democrats across the country were angry with_‘ the out-
come.

aty

Likewise, Republicans became angry at what they saw as a
mainstream media attack on all things President Bush during
his final term. :

The GOP remained angry, with the culmination of that anger
evident after Obamacare was passed and the manner in which it
was passed.

Years of anger and hurt feelings have led to discourse and
division.

And who suffered because of all the ill feelings? You and I.

A dose of civility and leadership would go a long way in
changing Washington for the better for all of us. I firmly believe
there are far more issues most Americans agree on than not.

Am I wrong to make that assumption? The vast majority of
us want a safe and prosperous country where we can live free
and rear our children in a héalthy environment. Within that
model lies a lot of common ground.

Democrats and Republicans are never going to agree on all
of the issues. That’s okay. However, with the right attitude and
having the common decency and respect to listen and acknowl-
edge the other side, the people’s business can be done.

It would be wonderful if the tragedy in Arizona led to a new
era of politics with both sides coming together as one on the
most important issues.

Michigan is in a financial mess, and Detroit is at the epicenter
of that mess.

. There is currently a plan on the table to close nearly half of
the schools in the city in the next two years. A move that would

01.20.11

£ The Paperboy

.o’

increase high school class sizes to 62students per teacher by
the following year, under a deficit-reduction plan filed with the
state.

The plan, part of a monthly update Emergency Financial
Manager Robert Bobb gives the Department of Education, was
filed last week to provide insight into Bobb’s progress in his at-
tempt to slash a $327 million deficit in the district to zero over
the next several years. The district would slim down from 142
schools now to 72 during 2012-13 as part of the plan.

Can you imagine facing six or seven periods of 62 teenagers
each five days a week? Brutal!

Here’s the breakdown on the increases in class size as part of
the plan: _

Grades 4-5 from 30 students to 37 in 2012-13 and 39 in
2013-14.

Grades 6-8 from 35 students to 45 in 2012-13 and 47 in
2013-14.

Grades 9-12 from 35 students to 60 in 2012-13 and 62 in
2013-14.

No child left behind huh?

We may not have the perfect school system here, but when
compared to school districts across the U.S., I'd say we have it
far better than most.

Copyright Christopher Blackburn 2010

Christopher Blackburn is the president of Blackburn Media Group,
owner of this publication.

Obama’s Rubber Stamp

By BILL WILSON

Should the Senate just be a rubber stamp?

On January 25th, the Senate will be voting
on a proposal to severely weaken the filibus-
ter — the process whereby 41 Senators can
block dangerous pieces of legislation and radi-
cal appointments from being voted on or even
debated on the floor of the “most dehberatlve
body”.

Now that Senate Republicans have 47 mem- -

bers in their conference, the ability for Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell to wield
the filibuster as leverage has significantly .in-
creased. The effectiveness of the filibuster was
- on display when the then-41 member Senate
Republican Conference blocked the $1 trillion
omnibus spending bill in December.

Because Minority Leader McConnell kept
the entire Senate Republican conference in
line, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid had
to abandon his plans to have one last spending
spree in 2010.

But now, Senate Democrats are intent on
making sure that never happens again. New
Mexico Senator Tom Udall is proposing a rules
change that would eliminate holds on presiden-
tial ‘appointments, including lifetime judicial
nominations, and cloture votes on motions to
proceed to debate on important pieces of legis-
lation. Cloture votes require 3/5 majorities, or
60 votes to proceed.

Making matters worse, Senate Democrats
want to weaken the filibuster with a simple ma-
jority vote, instead of the traditional two-thirds
required to amend Senate rules. This is a trans-
parent move to squash any dissent or opposi-
tion in the Senate.

This will allow the Senate majority under
Reid to all but rubber stamp all of Barack
Obama’s radical nominations to the federal
bench and bureaucracy, and.to bring any piece
of legislation he wants to floor without having
to consult with Senate Republicans.

Right now, the very threat of the filibuster
can be utilized by Republicans to achieve con-

cessions in exchange for allowing certain items
to come to the floor. These will prove critically
important as votes on a budget continuing reso-
lution prior to March 4th, and on raising the
national debt ceiling prior to March 31st come
up this year.

Republicans have said they want such pro-
posals to be accompanied by significant spend-
ing cuts, but that will be harder to achieve if
Reid can bring them to the floor and use his
majority to defeat any Republican amend-
ments. Whereas now Republicans have a seat
at the table in terms of what even comes to the
floor. This is a critical distinction.

Even more dangerous is Udall’s proposal to
make it impossible to block federal nominees
to the judiciary and executive branch. Sen-
ate Republicans successfully blocked several
radical appointments in the last session: Rob-
ert Chatigny and Goodwin Liu to the judiciary,
Errol Southers to the Transportation Security
Administration, and Dawn Johnsen to the Of-
fice of Legal Counsel. Since Senate Republi-

cans placed holds on these nominations, Senate

Democrats needed a full 60 votes to proceed,a -

hurdle they could not achieve even with their
then-59 seat majority.

It is imperative that the Senate not become a
rubber stamp for the Obama Administration’s
radicalism. The rights of the legislative minor-
ity need to be protected.

In 2011, to live up to their campaign prom-
ises,.Senate Republicans will need to use the
leverage they have. But that will only work if
they have any leverage left to wield. Hopefully,

_cooler heads will prevail, and the Senate will

keep its status as legislation’s cooling saucer.

As the Left cries crocodile tears over alleged
hyperpartisanship, Senate Republicans need
to make a very big deal about this very par-
tisan power grab taking place under the guise
of making the Senate more “efficient”. That is,
if they want to have any mﬂuence at all in the
112th Congress.
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The Knox City Cham-
ber of Commerce members
met Monday with 19 mem-
bers present. The Chamber
would like to welcome new
members Lezlee Moore,
Greg Oliver and Mark Tuck-
er. The members elected
a new Board of Directors
including Craig Bosworth,
Barbara Barnard, Leona
Burkham, Lezlee Moore,
Greg Oliver, Mark Tucker
and Faby Vasquez. Marla
Hawkins, Steve Pepper and
Dale Turner agreed to serve
as advisors to the newly
elected board for a term of
one year.

The Chamber of Com-
merce was established in
1967 as a membership driv-
en organization established
to advance the commercial,
industrial, civic and general
interest of Knox City and the
surrounding area. Members
present signed up to serve
on a committee for one of
the chamber sponsored
events for 2011. The spring
annual banquet currently
has 7 committee members,
the summer festival has 3
committee members, the
summer classic car show
has 3 committee members,
the fall golf tournament

Knox City Chamber Minutes

has 4 committee members
and the winter Christmas ir}
November has 2 commit-
tee members. Members not
present at the meeting will
be given the opportunity to
select the event for which
they would like to serve.

The meeting culminated
with door prizes provided
by Pepper’s Dry Goods,
Turner Custom Builders
and Lighthouse Graphics.
Congratulations to the win-
ners DiAnn Stewart, Ro-
main Stubbs, Gail Turner
and Leona Burkham.

The chamber office is re-
ceiving requests for infor-
mation on things offered in
our community. Currently
the requests center around
hunting leases. Anyone who
would like the chamber to
refer inquiring parties to
them and what they offer is
asked to let the office man-
ager, Emily Nelson, know.
You can contact the office
through the website, www.
knoxcitychamberofcom-
merce.com, by e-mail at
kcchamber@srcaccess.net
or call the office at 940-
658-3442. Office hours are
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 am. - 3
p.m. :

Munday PD to initiate
new technology

Tamara Smart

Recently, Munday Police
Department applied for and
was approve to subscribe to
the Omi base program in order
for them to more efficiently
serve and protect the citizens of
Munday.

With the newly allowance
to enact the OmniBase system
in their jurisdiction, Munday
Police are able to contract
with Texas DPS for the
FTA program. Through this

database, Munday is able to
flag violators who have an FTA
(failure to appear) on record
as soon as they apply for any
state issued license (everything
from a drivers license to a
cosmetologist license to a
nursing license). After that
violator applies for the license,
the flag is enacted and the
department is then able to take
that person into custody to deal
with the offense.

See MUNDAY on Page 10
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Public Meeting Notice
- 2012 Unified Transportation Program

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will host an open-house style public meeting to solicit public comments
and input on the development of the 2012 Unified Transportation Program (UTP), which covers fiscal years 2012 through
2021.

The 2012 UTP is a comprehensive ten-year plan for the development and construction of State of Texas transportation projects

-including roadways, aviation, public transportation, waterways and coastal waters, and rail projects and includes specific fund-

ing levels for each fiscal year.

The public meetings will be held from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. on the following dates and locations:

Thursday, February 3, 2011
£ El Paso MPO Office
10767 Gateway Blvd. West, Suite 605
El Paso, Texas 79935

Wednesday, February 9, 2011
TxDOT - Bexar Metro Office
9320 SE Loop 410
San Antonio, Texas 78223

Thursday, February 10, 2011
TxDOT - Lubbock District
Training Center, Mesquite Room ‘ x
Building D — 058083 *
135 Slaton Road
Lubbock, Texas 79404
Tuesday, February 15, 2011
TxDOT — Houston District
Auditorium
7600 Washington Avenue
Houston, Texas 77007

Thursday, February 17, 2011
TxDOT - Fort Worth District
Regional Training Center
2501 SW Loop 820 (at McCart Ave.)
Fort Worth, Texas 76133

Beginning promptly at 6:00 p.m., TxDOT staff will conduct a brief presentation on the purpose and development of the
UTP. Additional information and exhibits will be available for public viewing and TxDOT representatives will be on-hand
to discuss the development process and answer questions. Forms will be provided in order to receive written comments. All
interested parties are encouraged to attend.

For additional information, please go to www.txdot.gov/public_involvement/utp.htm or call the toll-free information line at
(800) 687-8108.

Written comments may be submitted on the UTP website at: www.txdot.gov, using search engine keyword: 2012 UTP; by
email at: FIN_UTP@txdot.gov; or by mail to: David Plutowski, P.E., UTP Engineer150 E. Riverside Drive, Austin, Texas,
78704 . Public comments will be received until March 3, 2011.

Persons with special communication or accommodation needs may call David Plutowski at (512) 486-5043 for assistance.
Requests should be made no later than three days prior to the meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate
needs.



http://www.txdot.gov/public_involvement/utp.htm
http://www.txdot.gov
mailto:FlN_UTP@txdot.gov
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Knox City Houndettes 3-0
in District Play |

Tamara Smart

The last two weeks have
been very profitable for
the Knox City Houndette
basketball team. Last
Tuesday, January 11 Knox
City beat Chillicothe at
Chillicothe 35-31. This
win was only possible with
the high scoring efforts of
Cassidy Carter, who alone
was responsible for 8 of
those points illuminating
the scoreboard. Chastity
Tolsen and Lacey Piece
also put up a number of
points, each scoring 7
toward the win. Reagan
Clark earned6 points and
Camille Ward won 3. The
KC high School rising
star, freshman Cassandra
Ledesma» gained 3 points on
the f'nally talley, making
this the second win-for the
girls during this district

tournament.

The Houndettes hit the
court again on Friday in
the Knox City lair, this
time taking on Harrold.
The final core of that
game left the Houndettes
overcoming the. Harrold
Hornets by 19 points, a
final score 47-18. Lacey
Pierce was again essential
toward this victory, putting
the ball in the hole for a
total of 15 points, followed
by Chastity Tolsen who

-brought home 11 points.

Reagan Clark had 8 points;
Cassidy Carter cleared 6

points and again, freshman,_

Cassandra Ledesma held
her own, earning 4 points
in the game.

The Houndettes are
undefeated in district play
with a record of 3-0, and
they are 9-8 on the season.

“Mobile (940) 256-2394

Bill Stewart Insurance Services

Office (9408 638-3211  Fax (940) 638-5509

Crop Hail e Fire « Auto e Homeowners © Life ® Hospital
Liability. ¢ Workers’ Compensation ® Bonds ® Farm Equipment

P.0. Box 99 « 700 E. Main * Knox City, TX 79529-0099

O’Brien Lady Bulldogs
beat Harold Hornets

Tamara Smart

On January 17, the Harrold
Jr. High basketball team saw
defeat as the O’Brien Lady
Bulldogs brought home a
win for the Jr. High. The
final score after the battle left
the illuminated point tally as
43-21. Andrea Lynn was the
high scorer in the game with
9 points, closely followed by
Leighton Pepper who earned
8. Kinsley Cox scored 6
points; Kaylee Steele, Jordan
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Eaton, and Joanna Trevino
all gained 4 points each.
Shaylee Manning and Marley
Steele also were essential in
the win, both bringing home
3 points, and Jessica Wilborn
scored 2.

The Lady -Bulldogs are
6-3 on the season and 5-2 in
district play.
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TXxDOT until the date(s) shown below,

and then publicly read.

‘ CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)

Dist/Div: Lubbock

Contract 6221-75-001 for TOTAL REST AREA MAINTENANCE, OPERATIONS AND REPAIR in
CROSBY County, etc will be opened on February 09,2011 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate
of $3,936,000.00. All prospective bidders are encouraged to attend the pre-bid conference for Contract
6221-75-001 to be held on January 25,2011 at 2:00 pm at the 150 EAST RIVERSIDE DR,ROOM 1B .1,

AUSTIN TX.

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with bidding proposals, and applications for
the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor’s list, at the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below. If
applicable, bidders must submit prequalification information to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the bid
date to be eligible to bid on a project. Prequalification materials may be requested from the State Office
listed below. Plans for the above contract(s) are available from TxDOT’s website at www.txdot.gov and
from reproduction companies at the expense of the contractor.

NPO: 35192

State Office
Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704
Phone: 512-416-2540

Dist/Div Office(s)
Lubbock District
District Engineer
135 Slaton
Lubbock, Texas 79408-0771
Phone: 806-745-4411

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be part of the contract. TXDOT
ensures that bidders will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national

origin.

FIND THE KNOX COUNTY NEWS ON FACEBOOK!



http://wwW.txdot.gov
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BENJAMIN
N E W S lBy Gladene Green

We are finally coming out of that deep freeze
that held us in it’s grip so many days last week.
And according to the TV, we may be in for
more cold (and maybe wet) weather the last of
this week. We surely do need the moisture. The
wheat is suffering from the dry weather. Maybe
we will get some rain, snow or some form of wet
stuff before long. Let’s hope so.

It’s been pretty quiet over this way the past
week or so. Guess everyone is still resting up
from Christmas and New Year’s. Basketball is
going on as usual. We’ve played Harrold and

Crowell the last two games. Though both times

Benjamin suffered the loss, we don’t complain.
With the limited amount of players we have, I
think we do well. Matter of fact, on Friday night,
against Crowell, our kids finished the game with
3 players (the other kids had fouled out) and only
lost by 7 points. Pretty good, I'd say.
Here ‘N There

Charles and Linda Griffith were in Austin for
Charles to attend some schooling prepsring him
for his new duties as commissioner of Precinct 2.
Linda just had a week to do “‘just as she pleased”.

And I'm sure she enjoyed doing just that.

Kenneth Struck and his son, Kenny, who live
in Oklahoma, visited their Aunt, Earlene Meinzer
on Friday.

Karson and Sharon Bivens of Tatum, N.M.
were here again this past weekend, doing some
work on his mom and dad’s (the late Leon and
Olga Bivens) house.

Gilbert Navarez and Will Moorhouse who are
attending TSTI in Sweetwater were home for the
weekend. 5

Get Together Planned

The three Benjamin churches are planning a
treat for the folks of the community. On Sunday,
February 13, we will be having a Valentine
Dinner and a short program. The food will be
furnished so all you need to do is be there with an
appetite and we’ll take care of the rest. It will be
a way for everyone to get together for an evening
of food, fun and fellowship. It will begin about 6
p.m. at the community center- Also if you desire
there will be babysitters available at the Baptist
Parsonage. Mark your calendars and plan to join
us for this “looked-forward-to” evening.

Alzheimer’s Support Group Meets Jan. 24

The  Haskell County

their concerns, support each

North Central Texas Chapter

Alzheimer’s Support Group
will meet on Monday, January
24 ‘at the Haskell County
Extension Office located at
101 S. Avenue D in Haskell.
The one hour meeting will
begin at 3:00 p.m. Caregivers,
family members and friends of
individuals with Alzheimer’s
or a related dementia, should
consider ~ attending  this
meeting that is open to anyone
in Haskell County or the
surrounding area.

The support group meets
the 4™ Monday of every month
from3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The monthly meetings offer
a confidential environment
where participants can share

_ County  Extension

other, and learn ways to cope
with the challenges associated
with long-term caregiving.
For more information you
may contact Jane Rowan,
Agent/
FCS at (940) 864-2546 or

at (325) 672-2907 or
1-800-272-3900.
Educational programs of
the Texas AgriLife Extension
Service are open to all people
without regard to race, color,
sex, disability, religion, age, or

Alzheimer’s . Association national origin.
et Carrie S. West
¥ ﬂnes . . .
i dunes Financial Advisor
112 N. Washington
P.O. Box 408

Seymour, TX 76380

Bus. 940-888-1032

Cell 940-256-0990
www.edwardjones.com
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF MUNDAY, TEXAS
TDRA PROJECT NO. 729871

Separate sealed bids for the construction of IRRIGATION IMPROVEMENTS will be
received by the CITY OF MUNDAY, TEXAS until 1:00 PM., January 20, 2011, at City
Hall, 121 E. Main Street, Munday, Texas 76371 and then at said location publicly opened and
read aloud. This project consists of installing a center pivot system, floating irrigation pump,
electrical and piping to the pivot.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, Information for Bidders, B1d
Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract, Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice

of Award, Notice to Proceed, Plans, Specifications, Wage Rate Determination, Addenda (if *

any) and Project Contracting and compliance Provisions may be examined at the following
location: ’

JACOB & MARTIN, LTD., Consulting Engineers
3465 Curry Lane, Abilene, Texas 79606

Bids will not be received from contractors who have not obtained original plans and

speclﬁcatlons from J acob & Martin. Bxds_shall_b&auhmmgd_on_ongmal_dgcmmnts_and

No faxes or copies of bid sheets

w1ll be accepted

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject any or all bids. Bids
may be held by the Owner for a period not to exceed 60 days from the date of bid opening
for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the qualifications of Bidders prior to
awarding of the contract.

Copies of the Contract Documents and plans may be obtained from Jacob & Martin, Ltd.,
3465 Curry Lane, Abilene, Texas 79606 (325-695-1070), upon payment of $40.00 (noa-
refundable) for each set. Checks should be made to the order of Jacob & Martin, Ltd.

A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of the City of Munday negotiable U.S.
Government bonds (at par value) or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an
acceptable surety in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid shall be submitted
with each bid.

Bidder’s attention is called to the fact that not less than the federally determined prevailing
wage rate, as issued by the Texas Department of Rural Affairs and as set forth in the Contract
Documents, must be paid on this project, and that the Contractor must ensure that employees
and applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of their race, color,
religion, sex, or national origin. Adherence to the grant recipient’s Section 3 Policy is required
for contracts and subcontracts in excess of $100,000.00

CITY OF MUNDAY, TEXAS

By: Buddy Norville
Mayor

Date: - January 5,2011

Thanks for reading!



http://www.edwardjones
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For every offender captured
through this database service, a
$30 fee will be charged. From
that $30 fee, the state collects
$20, OmniBase base gets $6,

and the City reaps $4 of the .

fine.

According to the literature

behind the OmniBase creation,
“The FTA program is the result
of a significant loss of revenue
caused by violators. The intent
of this program is toward a
system that requires the violator

Taesday, Jan. 25
B pimesappam.
Schoo] Cafeteria

Dine in or carry oat
available. Proceeds wil
go 1o the eJementary PTO
and will be aged to sapport
elementary stadents.
Parchage yoar tickels from
an KC elementary stadent or

al the door.

to appear before the originating
court or a final disposition.”
Through this program, an
estimated 95% to 98% of the
FTA offenders will be forced
to comply with the political
subdivisions that contract with
the OmniBase program.

It is currently estimated that
as few as 25% of the warrants
issued are brought to final
deposition. That means that
over one and three quarter
million offenders are not
brought to justice.

Along with endorsing the
OmniBase program in Munday,
the City Council also.approved
the Police Department to
subscribe to a program known
as CopSync. CopSync allows
different DPS groups to
contract with each other and be
able to communicate through
a laptop system placed in each
of their vehicles. The program
allows those DPS groups to
correspond in such matters as
high-speed chases, accidents,
offense reports. The system
can show a map of the entire
state of Texas and be able to
show pictures of incidents
to which the DPS group is

-responding. This system will

cost $500 for the next 5 years,
after which, the council will
have to consider renewal.

N

DaAys
940-658-3342

LEWIS PAINT & Bopy SHoP

LLENCE SINCE 1952

LEWIS ,

5 P @lPND .

% “IN LOVING MEMORY OF STERLING LEWIS”

DAy OR NIGHT, WE ARE THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED TO KNOW. SPECIALIZING IN

MAJOR REPAIRS, CUSTOM PAINTING & STRIPING, WINDSHIELD & DOOR GLASS

WINDSHIELD REPAIR, WHEEL ALIGNMENT AND FRAME STRAIGHTENING. WE CAN
ALSO REPLACE THOSE WORN OUT HEADLINERS! WE UNLOCK LOCKED CARS.

CLIi\{)T

NIGHTS
940-658-3629

. CoME SEE Us First
No JoB Too LARGE
Or Too SMALL!
241R WRECKER

SERVICES

106 NoRTH 2ND
KnNox CI‘TY,. TX79529
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ON THE
EDGE OF
COMMON

SENSE -

by Baxter Black,
DVM

HEADIN’ AND HEELIN’ ON THE
HIGH PLAINS

Imagine the header clinging to the rack on the back of a
flat-bed, chasing a cow across the high plains of Colorado
with the hazer banging along beside him in a quarter-ton

-Ranger with a vet-box in the bed. Cowboy stories are about

wrecks; horse wrecks, cow wrecks, dog wrecks, financial
wrecks, Tyranosaurus Wrex, and flat-bed, mad cow, Ranger-
with-a-vet-box-in-the-bed, wrecks!

Rancher Tom had Dr. Stan-the-Man out to his place. Whilst
there, they spotted a cow with a big lump on her jaw.

“Better lance it,” suggested Doc to Tom, “Ya never know.”

It was getting late, no way to gather the bunch. “Just rope
her” said Doc.

Tom put his son, Junior, in the back of the flat-bed. Son had
been roping since high school and Dad figured maybe he
could reap some payback for all the miles, horses and entry
fees it had cost haulin’ him to junior rodeos since he was
12!

Tom got the cow runnin’ down the tracks of the feed wagon.
Junior was leanin’ out like a flag pole on the Titanic! The
deck rocked violently as Tom swerved and slid to stay on
the left side of the cow. In one wild lunge, when the flat-bed
hit a dip and came off the ground, Junior threw his loop!
“A beeyootiful catch!” thought Tom, as he turned off and
watched the slack go out of the rope.

Back on the deck Junior realized he had about as much
control of the situation as he would have ropin’ a doggin’
steer off a bareback bronc. ..no place to dally!

They regrouped. “I’ll try and run over the draggin’ rope

with a tire!” said Tom.
Junior clambered back on the flat-bed and Dr. Stan lined
up on Tom’s right side. Across the plains they flew! ‘Tom
chased that rope, duckin’ and divin’, sluicing and careening
in hot pursuit like a pinball machine gone haywire!

The cow reached a cross fence and turned in front of the
flat-bed. Tom’s right front tire caught the rope at the same
time that Dr. Stan, who was hazing, hit the fence, cutting off
her escape!

It took several minutes to heel the cow, restrain her and
untangle Doc’s windshield wipers, side mirrors and antennae
from the bob wire. They congratulated themselves for the
great job, as only cawboys would do after such a successful
wreck. Oh, and the abscess popped itself in the collision, so
lancing was not necessary. Talk about efficient! They all
took credit, of course, and Doc sent’em a bill for consulting
and navigation.

It’s official. Recess is a
good thing.
- No, I'm not talking about

the courtroom kind, although

“anybody who'’s ever been on

a jury knows that the greatest
words spoken during long
and tedious trials come from
the bench:
“We're gomg to recess now
for ... minutes.” '
When it comes to judges’
decisions, that one’s always
my favorite. It’s not just
because I'm always ready
for a break but also because
the word “recess,” whatever

the setting, always makes

me think of my favorite kind
of recess — the grade school
kind.

Until recently, the jury

 apparently was still out on the

benefits of recess for school
kids. But newly reported
research  confirms  that
children suffer from being
cooped up in the classroom
all day. I could have told them
that when I was 6. Indeed, a
child interviewed in the study
said that without recess he
would be spending all his

happened to me once. There I

. sat at my desk, gazing fixedly

at the erasers resting on the
blackboard tray, which wasn’t
as bad as it sounds. The
backs of the erasers sported
construction paper designs.
But it was still pretty bad.

When I grew up and got |
a job, 1 discovered the adult
equivalent of recess was
the coffee break. We took |
two — one in the morning
and one in the afternoon. We
solved world problems on
break, if only verbally, and |
otherwise talked mostly about
restaurants. The place was
New Orleans. That’s what
everybody talks about in New
Orleans. Restaurants.

Coffee breaks of that ealiber
exist no more inasmuch as
we were integrated. We had
smokers and non-smokers.

A friend of mine believes |
the world’s most interesting
people are smokers. She’s
herself crosses the line,
switching back and forth
between smoking and not,
so that makes her an expert. |
rather suspect she’s got it all

classroom time fidgeting and

figured out.

planning what to do upon
release. Honest kid.

One research finding said
children who enjoy recess
are less likely to bully others.

Hmmm. Maybe that’s true. I

don’t remember any bullies
at our school. There were
some enjoyable fights. They
happened during recess.
Generally it was the same
two guys. We’d make a circle
around them. They’d grapple
in the dirt. Then a teacher
would break it up. But they
weren’t bullies. 1 think they
just liked to fight.

- Punishment in  grade
school was missing recess

| — a sobering experience. It

Or maybe not.

But it did seem to me back
then that the smokers made |
the keenest observations and
enjoyed breaks the most,
puffing on their brands of
choice as the delicate blue
smoke rose above their heads.
Secondhand smoke didn’t
bother me so much then. I just
stayed below the cloud.

Now we are a nation riven,
and even though I wouldn’t
have it any other way, it still
strikes me as sad that we can’t
all take our coffee breaks
together.

Kids, enjoy your friends
at recess while you can.
Someday you'll be divided.
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deserving Knox City High
School student to return
to school for this spring
semester — virutually using
a Vgo.

Lyndon, a freshman has
a rare medical condition,
Polycystic Kidney Disease
that required a kidney
transplant prior to his ever
being able to attend aregular
classroom back when he
was 7 years old. His prior
education was provided
by the school’s special
education Shared Service
Arrangement homebound
programming.  Following
a successful transplant, he
was able to attend the public
schools until last year when
he began having symptoms
of transplant rejection.
Doctors ordered him to
go back to a homebound
setting as his immune
system has become severely
suppressed. Although the
school has provided staff to
go out and instruct him on
a limited schedule, a large
portion of the responsibility
fell heavily on his parents.

The Haskell-
Knox Shared = Service
Arrangement, provider of
special education for the
member  district, Knox
City-O’Brien CISD was
intent on getting some type
of technology in place. It

was needed so that Lyndon

could stay up with the
instruction his peers were
receiving. Several attempts
with different types of
assistive technology were
considered, tried or failed to
get the desired results. Then
in December,
Director, Jeanne’ Snyder
contacted Mike Campbell,
a consultant with Region
9’s Educational Service
Center in Wichita Falls,
Texas. After explaining
the need for the student to
get classroom lectures and
notes, Mike agreed to come

H-KSSA’s ~

ROBOT

out and consult.

A sales rep visited Mike
the following day and
asked to show him a new

technological piece of
equipment he had with him.
It was a Vgo. This robot

is a new invention from
a small town company in
New Hampshire that fit the
needs of a boy in a small
town in Texas to a “T”!
So quickly things fell into
place. In less than a month
the Vgo is located on the
High School - Campus,
but the student can be
anywhere — his presence is
transmitted and controlled
using his laptop computer.
The robot has wheels so
Lyndon can drive down
the hallways and into
classroom. It has a monitor
that shows Lyndon’s face
and speakers to project
his voice as he converses.
In turn the camera allows
him to “see and hear”
what the other students
are experiencing. He can
interact as if he was there.
All this is from his secure
environment whether it
is home or the hospital
or wherever his current
location may be so long as
he can access the internet.

Last Tuesday, he was
allowed to try it out for
the first time. The biggest
obstacle was having Lyndon
find classrooms in a building
where he’s never attended
class. Once a map of the
building was prepared for
him he has had no problems
getting from class to class
to the docking station where
his “robotic self” recharges
until the next time he needs
to attend.

“You cannot imagine
the empowerment and
social life it has given
back to this student and his
family,” reports Snyder. He
is now able to take notes in
science class and observe

labs as they take place. He -

is also able to joke with
classmates and faculty.
Last week Lyndon joked
about one of the drawbacks
of the system, when a coach
asked him if he wanted
a door opened. “Yeah, I
don’t have any arms!”
replied a smiling: Lyndon
as the classroom door was
opened for the robot to go
through. Students, staff and
others freely respond to the
Vgo as if it is the actual
teenager. Lyndon now
experience the classroom
firsthand while responding
directly. One of his teachers
explained that the student
body has readily accepted
the virtual student, and
studying Shakespeare
lends itself so much easier
with participation in class
discussions.

Lyndon’s mother may
have summed it up best
when she reports: “the Vgo
has integrated Lyndon back
into the classroom where
he is able to participate
in classroom discussions
and activities as if he
were  physically there.
Most importantly, the Vgo
has given back his daily
socialization that illness has
taken away. It allows him
to interact with his peers in
the classroom, and hallways
and it opens up a whole
new world of opportunities
for him: Vgo  has given
him a reason to get up in
the mornings so he can go
to school. I wish everyone
was as excited about school
as Lyndon.” :

What next? Lyndon is
interested in participating
in extracurricular activities,
band, stoeck shows and
more. Who knows? He
is sure to have many more
doors opened for him.

H-KSSA
specially

provides
designed

services

instruction and
to those eligible under

the Individuals
Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA, part B) a federally

funded special education

program. Member districts
include five rural school
districts in Haskell and
Knox Counties — Benjamin
ISD, Knox City-O’Brien
CISD, ‘Munday ISD, Paint
Creek ISD and Rule ISD.
Haskell-Knox was the first
rural group of schools in
Texas to join together as
a consortium in order to
pool resources to meet the
needs of students in special
education starting in 1971.
This original pilot project
continues to succeed 40
years later.

Knox City — O’Brien
CISD provides = public
education to students in
these North Central Texas
rural communities. Located
in both Knox and Haskell
counties, these Pre-K
through 12" grade schools
are a recognized district
by the Texas Education
Agency. Students are
encouraged to excel in all
they do, whether they are
enrolled in the elementary,
middle, or high school.
KC-O’B  pupils  have
demonstrated excellence
with academics, athletics
and other initiatives.

Vgo Communications,
Inc. develops and markets
visual communications

solutions for the workplace.
Based in Nashua, NH,
just north of Boston, MA,
Vgo Communications is
leveragingqfhe recent trends
of widespread wireless
high-speed networks, lower
specialized component
costs and the universal
acceptance of video as a
communications medium
to deliver solutions to a
new market category called
“Robotic Telepresence”.

with
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LOOKING AHEAD

the Knox County Visioning
Committee will hold an Issue
Identification = Forum on
Monday, January 24, 2011 at
6:00 PM at the Perry Patton
Community Center, 131 West
Main, Munday, TX, to assist
local Extension Agents and
the Knox County Visioning
Committee in identifying the
most critical issues affecting
our local citizens in Knox
County.

The Knox County Stock
Show is scheduled to take place
on Friday and Saturday, Jan.
21 and 22. It will take place
at the Munday Show Bam in
Munday.

Sunday, February 6th will
mark the annual barbeque and
fundraiser at Benjamin, TX, for
the Wichita Brazos Museum,
11:00 A.M. to 3:00 PM,, at the
Benjamin Memorial Building.
At the meal will consist of
the usual brisket and sausage,
turkey, deviled eggs, pinto
beans, onions and pickles, and
“ homemade potato salad”,
coleslaw, and desserts. Silent
Auction to follow

The Haskell/Knox Relay for
Life will be on April 1 at Indian
Field in Haskell from 7PM
until 7AM.

SAMMIE

We pray that the new year
will bring them a better year
for Alfredo, his wife, and
their family.

Saturday morning another
fire broke out on North 4th
and Ave G. The whole home
didn’t catch fire, but enough
to have damage for the owner.
I wonder now if metal roofs
are such a good idea, because
the metal roof on this house
kept the fire hot on both sides
for a long time.

Well, I spoke to Glenda

and she said Danny Reece
was still having to do chemo,
but our thoughts and prayers
are that all this will be gone
soon. Not just for Danny, but
for everyone who is battling
some kind of sickness.

Well, it’s Monday morning
and all the talk is about the
Arizona shooting and the
missing Colorado City girl.
Please be careful and protect
your families. ‘

God Bless our troops and
all of us.

Thanks for Reading

the Knox County
News!
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PHONE ~ (940) 422-4522
TELEBANK ~ 422-4741

fnbmunday.com

_ accurate, easy and affordable. Check

National Bank

MUNDAY - HASKELL - STAMFORD

SR

S

If you're running a small business,
depositing checks is a lot more fun than
writing them. That's why you need
business checking that makes them botl

us, and you'll get a dlear, easy-to-re
accounting every month and hug
on your check expense. Keepin
your money is what makes by

And we know how to help you

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Thanks for reading!

Show Results

(Swine)

Chester White

Kinlee Eaton- 1% place
(Breed Champion)

Duroc

Matthew Jimenez- 1* place
(Breed Champion)

Kaetlin Ledesma- 2™ place
(Reserve Champion)
Preston Lynn- 3™ Place
LaQuita Roberson- 4" Place

Hampshire Lt. Wt.
Tylynne Eaton- 1% Place
(Breed Champion)

John Cross Utley- 2™
Krystable Vasquez- 3" Place
Skylin Ledesma- 4™ Place
Reylee Ledesma- 5™ Place
Sheldon Baty- 6™ Place

Heavy Wt. Hampshire
Denise Havner- 1* Place
(Reserve Breed Champion)
Saige Turner- 2™ Place
Cheyenne Roberson- 34
Place

Weldon Fitzgerald- 4 Place
Landon Lynn- 5® Place

Poland ;

Laura Mayberry- 1* Place
(Breed Champion)

Chance Baty- 2™ Place
(Reserve Breed Champion)

Spot

Skylin Ledesma- 1* Place
(Breed Champion)

Laura Mayberry (Reserve
Breed Champion)
Whitney Collins-3" Place

York

Austin Valimont- 1* Place
(Breed-Champion)

Rachel Rodriguez- 2ns Place
(Reserve Breed Champion)
Rebecca Rodriguez- 3%
Place

Lt. Wt. Cross

John Cross Utley- 1% Place
Reylee Ledesma- 2™ Place
Ashton “Boo” Pepper- 3
Place

Melissa Rogers- 4™ Place

Heavy Wt. Cross
Kaetlin Ledesma- 1* Place
(Breed Champion)

01.20.11

Knox City Local Stock

Tanna Moeller- 2™ Place
(Reserve Breed Champion
Seirra Boyd- 3 Place
Alexia Jimenez- 4™ Place

Overall Champion Swine-
Tylynne Eaton (Lt. Wt.
Hamp.)

Overall Reserve

Kaetlin Ledesma (Heavy
Wt. Cross)

(Goats)

Lt Wt Goats

Bradyn Durham- 1* Place
Bradyn Durham-= 2™ Place
Bradyn Durham- 3" Place

Heavy Wt. Market Goats
Carson Lewis- 1* Place
(Breed Champion) (Overall
Champion)

Carson Lewis- 2™ Place
(Reserve Breed Champion
(Overall Reserve)

Jr. Showmanship-
Alexia Jimenez

Sr. Showmanship-
Austin Valimont

Do Your Part, Don’t Let A
ildfire Start.

PROTECT YOUR HERITAGE

SERVICE

The Texas A8A
http:/itexasforestservice.tamuedu

aiversity System




