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Styles Belcher: An Auctioneering Tradition in Memories

STYLES BELCHER

By Tamara Smart
While Knox County 

may be a great place to be 
from, for some it is also 
a great place to END UP. 
Knox is inundated with Texas 
tradition, from the farmlands 
to the oil field, and is a little 
known mecca for those who 
relish the Texan culture. In

1991, another hardcore Texas 
man came to Knox County to 
make his home and take care 
of his jparents.

When Styles Belcher 
moved to Knox City, he 
brought with him the 
memories of many years of 
auctioneering stories to add 
to the depth of the wealth of

Knox City- O’Brien 
CISD Livestock Shoe will 
take place on Sunday Jan. 
10, at the Knox City Ag. 
Farm. The Show is open to 
Knox City Youth, 4-H, and 
FFA members, enrolled in 
Knox dty- O’Brien School. 
Exhibitors need to be at the 
Swine Bam at the Knox City 
Ag Farm by 2:30 p.m. . It is 
important that you know the

a CORRECTION
In last week’s article about the happenings in Knox 

County during the 2009 year, The fact the Knox County 
Cleaners has reopened under the new ownership of Jim 
and Tlammie Dillon was inadvertently left out. The Knox 
County Cleaners ARE open for business. Their hours are 
from 8 am until 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8:00 
am until noon on Saturday. They are located at 323 N. 
Central Ave. in Knox City.

culture found in Knox.
In 1965, Styles began his 

career auctioneering, trying 
to emulate Gene Autry in the 
commercial which played 
during the Lone Ranger 
program as it advertised 
for Lucky Strike cigarettes 
with the final quip in the ad 
being “Sold to American”. 
(Belcher never smoked, but 
always remembered Autry’s 
auctioneering style in that 
commercial).

Mainly, in his years of 
over-the road auctioneering. 
Styles sold heavy road
equipment, oil field
equipment and over the 
road trucks. He traveled
everywhere and from each 
auction took another story 
and added it into his memory 
bank.

Some of his favorite
memories are told on a daily 
basis as he sits and reminisces 
with other retired gentlemen 
at the local cafes or in the 
store.

Belcher recalls one time 
in San Antonio selling a 
restored John Deere tractor 
to two men who bought 
it to drive it in a parade.

Unfortunately the fellows 
who bought the tractor didn’t 
know Jiow to operate one, 
yet this ignorance didn’t 
stop them from wanting 
to buy it 9which they did), 
and then go joy riding in 
it (which they also - did). 
The friends got their newly 
bought tractor up in the bam 
where the equipment being 
auctioned was stored and 
then proceeded to mn it into 
the wall... or rather through 
the wall... of the bam. Both 
men bailed before the tractor 
hit the side of the building, 
so it continued to mn amuck 
causing a great deal of 
damage in its wake.

There was also an 
auction that Belcher called 
that there was a lady who kept 
out bidding herself. Finally, 
Belcher pulled the auction to 
a halt and inquired as to why 
the lady kept bidding, even 
when she already had the 
highest bid. Embarrassed, 
the lady admitted that she 
wasn’t bidding, she was 
fanning herself as she was 
experiencing a very intense 
hot flash.

Being on the road was

stressful for Belcher. There 
were times that he ran from 
state to state auctioning 
whatever and wherever there 
was equipment to be moved. 
Once, he recalls, he sold 
an auction on Monday in 
Atlanta, Tuesday in Orlando, 
and Thursday in Tiago, North 
Dakota.

Once he called an 
auction in Munsie, Idaho 
where it was so cold (10 
degrees) the microphones 
froze.

Belcher fondly
remembers the thrill 
associated with big sells in 
the industry. One,of the most 
vibrant memories for Belcher 
of this “msh” came when 
he sold 4 D9 Bulldozers in 
4.5 minutes for 1 million 
each. There was a Pecan 
processihg plant he sold 
once that went after only 3.5 
minutes of auctioneering for 
$1,200,000.

Because of his extreme 
experience with oilfield 
equipment; eventually, 
Belcher went on to appraise 
for the FDIC where he 
worked for a year and a half 
on the Vernon Savings and

Loan. In 984, during the oil 
field collapse, belcher did 
921 appraisals for the FDIC.

During his appraisal 
career, Belcher was able 
to work in some of the 
weirdest, “out of a novel” 
type of situations. Once, 
while working for a bank 
in Addison, Texas, Belcher 
went to see the largest lendee 
of the bank. Apparently, he 
was also the biggest dmg 
dealer in the area as well. 
When Styles went to meet 
this fellow, he was given an 
escort named “Bubba” who 
could’ve been a “stand in for 
Shaquille O’Neil. (Probably 
a sight to see this old cowboy 
standing next to Bubba).

Styles moved to Knox 
City after his parents, who 
resided here got into a 
horrific car accident. He 
was their caretaker until his 
father passed away in ’99 
and his mother died in ’05. 
Now, Styles looks after the 
family farm and writes in his 
spare time. Currently, he is 
working on a book about his 
auctioneering days, which he 
hopes will be published in 
the coming future.

Knox County Citizens to Participate 
in MLK Celebration in Sweetwater

The 4th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Program is 
now on the slate for Monday, Jan .18,2010. The 2010 Dr. King 
Event will not be the regular scheduled banquet, according to 
coordinator Rod Amos. “The 2010 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
will present it’s First African American/Black Play- Theatrical 
Production. We will present the most popular Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. plays in the United States. This most exciting play is 
called - “The Meeting” . Our guest, that will be performing 
“The Meeting” , will be David W. Carter High School Drama/ 
Theatre Department. They will be presenting the “one act”, 
30 minute play, along with a great skit targeted to motivate/ 
inspire “Generation Next” (youth and young adults) to step up 
and do the right things.”

“We perform this play so that our generation can appreciate 
the contributions of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X,” said 
members of the cast. “We need to educate our world so that 
we may understand our rich history and step into the promise 
of a bright tomorrow. Because of our forefathers’ sacrifice and 
our brothers’ courage to fight for our rights, we can now live 
the dream,” they added.

A “Words of Expression” segment will be provided by 
several local and regional persons to fill in for the spot of a 
normal key note speaker.

Admissions to the annual program are as follows:
Adults ages 19 and over and Senior Citizens, presale $10;

WM See CELEBRATION Page 8

Knox City - O’Brien CISD Livestock 
Show to be Sunday January 10

weight of your show animal 
before you get to the show in 
order to turn in your weights 
for entry. Weight cards will 
be provided.

There will be classes 
for pigs, goats, and rabbits. 
If you have any questions, 
you may contact Mr. Nelson 
at 940-657-5171. Show will 
begin around 3:00 p.m.

Raquel Acevedo jumps one in for 3 for the Lady Stangs on Saturday’s District game. The Lady Stangs beat the 
Lady Mogulettes, but the Mustang men suffered a loss to the Mogul team. For more pictures, check out the sports 
pages. (Photo by Tamara Smart)

/T /^ T  ir v  A AT TTATAT HARDEMAN * K>ARD ♦ WILÎ RCtER
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The Paperboy
By Christopher Blackburn

E ndless P ossib lities
I love sm all tow ns. I t’s in  sm all tow ns w here the ind iv idual stands out.
Sm all tow ns nurtu re the ir ow n. I ’ve yet to  see o r hear o f  a  hom eless person  in  any sm all tow n  I ’m  

affiliated  w ith  w here a ttem pts to  help  w ere no t m ade. S im ply  pu t, th e  v ast m ajority  o f  rural A m ericans 
are  com passionate .

B usiness b w n e rs  in  sm all tow ns tend  to  be com passionate  as w ell. T hey  support schoo ls, civ ic  
g roups, ath letic  team s, e tc ... B e lieve m e w hen I say sm all business ow ners take care  o f  th e ir ow n.

O ver the p ast year, B lackburn  M ed ia  G roup  has invested  h eav ily  in  several sm all tow ns and  counties 
inc lud ing , C o llingsw orth , C o ttle , H all, H arm on , O k la ., C h ild ress , K nox , G arza  and  F loyd  C ounties .

D esp ite  encountering  a  recession , a  se tback  on  o il, gas and w ind  exp lo ra tion  and  a  nu m b er o f  o ther 
so u r econom ic  fac to rs , B M G  has been  shaped  (som etim es k ick ing  and  scream ing) in to  a  con d u it fo r 
sm all businesses to  b roaden  th e ir appeal - m ore specifically  th e ir m arket share.

W hether you  sell used  cars o r cand les, gifts o r trac to rs - B M G  can  help  p rov ide  a  w ay  to  get your 
nam e in  fron t o f  thousands o f  additional custom ers a t very  affo rdab le  p rices.

F o r exam ple; le t’s say  you  have a  cand le shop  in  W ellington featu ring  hom em ade cand les and 
y o u ’ve tapped  y o u r m arket. D id  you  know  B M G  can  p lace  you  in  seven  new spapers and  seven W eb 
sites in an affo rdab le  package deal?  You can  have y o u r b u sin e ss’ nam e and  w hat y ou  sell fo r a  frac tion  o f  
the cost o f  hav ing  to  call each  paper. W e can  package y o u r business in  a  num ber o f  w ays using  as m any 
new spapers as you  w ant.

In  add ition , w e are  ab le  to  m ake inserts . W e can  create  a  sing le  pag e , g lossy  in se rt fo r a  b usiness and 
have it in  fron t o f  o v er 20 ,000  readers fo r a  frac tion  o f  w hat it  w ou ld  co st you  to  go  th rough  an  agency  
fo r the  sam e service. A nd  no t only  can  w e crea te  th a t item , bu t p retty  m uch  w h atever you  w an t, from  
v is ito r’s guides to  shoppers.

In an  effo rt to  he lp  our o th er custom ers w ho  m ay  need  to  sell th a t an tique o r used  “c lassic” car, w e 
are in  the p rocess o f  changing  the w ay  w e do ou r classifieds. O u r th ink ing  is th a t w ith  one flat ra te , a  
cu s to m e r’s classified  ad w ill run  in  all B M G  new spapers and  on  all o f  the  W eb sites.

W e’re ju s t  sc ratch ing  the  surface on  how  B M G  can  help  yo u  and /o r y o u r business. In  com ing  
issues, you  w ill see house ads w hich  dem onstra te  exactly  w hat w e o ffer and  how  w e can  b est serve your 
business and  grow  y o u r custom er base.

I f  you  are in terested  in w hat B M G  can  do fo r y o u r business con tac t us a t 1-888-400-1083 o r  em ail 
us a t info  @ b lackbum m ediag roup  .com .

Copyright Christopher Blackburn 2009

Christopher Blackburn is the president o f Blackburn Media Group, owner o f this publication. Feel free to com
ment on The Paperboy at http://thenewbastion.blogspot.com/ .
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Fun By The 
Numbers

Like puzzles?  
Then yo u ’ll love 
sudoku. This  
m ind-bending  
puzzle  will have  
you hooked from  
the m om ent you  
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku  
savvy to the test!

Level: Intermediate
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are form atted as a 9x9  grid, broken down into nine 
3x3  boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num bers 1 through 9 m ust fill each  
row, column and box. Each num ber can app ear only once in each row, 
colum n and box. You can figure out the order in which the num bers will 
app ear by using the num eric clues a lready provided in the boxes. Th e  
m ore num bers you nam e, the eas ier it gets to solve the puzzle!

L Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I am an Honorable Discharged Vietnam 
Veteran who has been turned down 15 times 
for compensation and pension. I know of 
others who have been denied their benefits 
also. I know if all the veterans would let 
their congressman know how they feel about 
this injustice, it could be taken care of. I am 
going to write all of them plus the President. 
I don’t like the way our country is treating 
us, the veterans. Many have died for this 
country. We have to pay the VA for medical 
treatrnents, medicines, and travel to hospitals. 
I know that all need to wake up and see this 
is wrong Veterans, if you won’t or can’t write

then help me. I will write for all of you. Just 
help with Postage stamp or a, few dollars to 
buy them. Send them to me at Jimmy Huff, 
940 Front Street, Colorado City, Texas 19512 
and I will write to TV Stations, Newspapers, 
Radio Stations, resident, vice President and 
every Congressman. I don’t like to pay the 
VA for something we already paid for with 
our service to the USA. Many have died for 
the USA and we still have to pay the VA. So 
help me so I can help you.

Thank you, 
Jimmy Huff 

325-728-9073 
US Navy Vietnam Veteran

CHANGE is a Bowl of Cherries... with a pitter
By Rob Kail

Pardon me if I stretch this 
metaphor too far.

The cherry season has re
turned and sweet, juicy cher
ries are back, at about $4.99 a 
pound.

I used to be allergic to 
cherries. Not any more. I used 
to accept the fact that I had 
to deal with the cherry pits. 
Then I got a pitter. I can pit a 
dozen cherries in two minutes 
and add them to all kinds of 
food and now, I think of cher
ries differently. Imagine if we 
could have Democrats with
out the "pits."

Last year I received a 
cherry pitter for my birthday 
and I've put it to great use. 
The cherry pitter is a very 
simple but also wonderfully 
handy device that takes a 
fruit that forces you to bite, 
chew, then spit out one pit at 
a time and turns it into a fruit 
that you can add to all kinds 
of foods, with no fear of bit
ing into a pit. Imagine if the 
Democrats were the same— if 
we could trust them.

Then, I heard on one of 
the Sunday talk shows or was 
reminded of the phrase "life 
is just a bowl of cherries." In 
this case, they were saying it 
wasn't.

So I took the cherries I 
bought last night, put 'em in a 
bowl and as an afterthought, 
since the cherry pitter has 
changed my relationship with 
cherries, threw the pitter into 
the image.

Then, I started playing 
with some of the one and two 
dollar and free iPhone photo 
image processing apps I've 
picked up recently. There's 
the one that creates the im
ages that look like the Obama 
logo.

I put the cherries with 
the pitter with the word hope. 
Nah. Then, I put it with the 
word CHANGE and it hit me. 
The pitter pulls the pits out of 
cherries. That makes it easy 
for me to add them to cereal, 
oatmeal, yogurt, pastries, ice 
cream, kugel <get it at Weg- 
mans or a Jewish Deli,) etc. 
You have to try hot oatmeal 
with 15-20 cold pitted cher
ries. Same with yogurt with a 
dozen cherries— forget about 
the eeny weeny bit of fruit

soaked with sugar they put on 
the bottom.

We need a "pitter" for 
the congress to get rid of the 
blue dogs and the sell outs 
to the banksters and insur
ers. Jane Hamsher's been do
ing extraordinary work on it. 
Markos Moulitsas has been 
standing up to the Demo
crats. This is where the nation 
needs to go. We need battal- 
lions of pitters in every state, 
way ahead of the primaries, 
to chop out the DINOs, blue- 
dogs and sellouts— the Lie- 
bermans and Baucuses, Mary 
Landrieus, Ben Nelsons, Bar
ney Franks and Nancy Pelosis 
who have betrayed their base 
or operated in a cowardly, 
impotent manner or as failed 
leaders. Whoever says Harry 
Reid did a brilliant job is a 
whitewasher. If the health re
form legislation comes out of 
conference with serious im
provements, then I'll change 
my tune on Reid and Pelosi. 
So far, they fit the profile as 
backstabbers of the middle 
class.

Some cherries have pits 
so big they won't go through 
the hole in the pitter. You have 
to dislodge them, tear the 
cherry apart a bit in the pro
cess. Maybe the Democratic 
party has to be tom apart a bit,

face a bit of chaos as well. It 
looks like this November, un
less the Dems do some major 
improvements very fast, they 
will be simply decimated. 
They'll be replaced by dis
gusted voters who, justifiably, 
felt betrayed. Those Demo
crats will be replaced by far 
worse right wing extremists 
who will accelerate the death 
of the American middle class. 
I'm not saying the current 
batch of Democrats, espe
cially some of the commit
tee heads, are not helping to 
destroy the American middle 
class, but the right wingers 
will speed up the process.

So, what we need are 
some Democrat pitters. You 
can get a cherry pitter at 
Hamacher Schlemmer. You 
can BECOME a Democrat 
pitter. If you're a progressive, 
you have it in you. Find that 
pit ejector and start putting it 
into action.

Rob Kail is executive 
editor, publisher and site ar
chitect o f OpEdNews.com, 
Host o f the Rob Kail Bottom 
Up Radio Show (WNJC 1360 
AM), President o f Future- 
health, Inc, inventor . He is 
also published regularly on 
the Hufftngtonpost.com Cour
tesy OpEdNews.com

Thanks for Reading 
The Knox County News!

http://thenewbastion.blogspot.com/
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The 501
by

HmmsOnt Mmim  l« e |c li

Named for the historic FW&D Engine 501, The 501 is always 
exactly 501 words and dashes long, whatever the topic. Welch,

The human condition, for virtues, the Rand-
Novelists distinguish 
themselves and their 
work when they address 
it. But if you really want 
to know what makes 
people tick, read the 
classifieds.

Speaking of novels, 
Fve been listening and 
listening and listening 
to Ayn Rand’s “Atlas 
Shrugged” on compact 
discs -- 42 discs in all. 
I’m currently on the 37th. 
Rand has been on her 
sturdy soapbox from the 
start, using clearly drawn 
characters in her novel to 
get her^ survival-of-the- 
fittest philosophy across 
definitively. Appearance- 
wise, the main physical 
trait of the good guys 
and gals is a lack of 
flab. In fact, Rand is so 
firm on that point that 
I think someone could 
file a lawsuit charging 
her with discrimination 
or stereotyping or 
something. But as for 
my flabby self. I’ve got 
better things to do -  like 
read the classifieds.

I’ve been reading all 
the ads through an Ayn 
Rand filter. After 40 hours 
of “Atlas Shrugged,” you 
would be too.

If you’ve never read 
Rand, let me clue you in 
with a quote from disc 
No. 37:

“ ... life is a value 
to be bought and ... 
thinking is the only coin 
noble enough to buy it.”

(Forgive me, but the 
“Thrifty Nickel” logo 
comes to mind.)

Rand, who is speaking 
through the voice of one 
of her heroic non-flabby 
characters, John Galt, 
expounds by stating 
the axiom “Existence 
exists” and saying the 
only choice people need 
to make is the choice “to 
live.”

Well, I think I thought 
that already.

There ’smore. Reason, 
purpose and self-esteem 
are the three values that 
comprise morality. As

Galt list names seven: 
rationality,independence, 
integrity, honesty, justice, 
productiveness and 
pride.

When you boil it 
all down (I’m saving 
you some reading), I 
think what Rand really 
admired most in people 
was gumption -  “shrewd 
or spirited initiative 
and resourcefulness’’ 
in dictionary terms. All 
Rand’s characters seem 
to be defined either by 
having it or not. The only 
two misguided characters 
who redeem themselves 
in “Atlas Shrugged” 
(at least so far) do it by 
having the gumption to 
think.

Anyway, when I 
peruse the classifieds 
wearing my Ayn Rand 
glasses, I see people 
Rand would have liked. 
It takes gumption to place 
an ad. I see capitalism 
unfettered. Rand is 
known as a capitalist par 
excellence of the laissez- 
faire variety. When I 
take off my Ayn Rand 
glasses, I spot a few 
characters who probably 
have gumption , but lack 
honesty and integrity -  
con artists, if you please. 
Like I said, capitalism 
unfettered. Either way, 
the classifieds are the 
makings of a novel of 
Randesque proportions 
-  a description of the 
human spirit and essence 
of existence described 
by what people buy, 
sell and trade, meaning 
everything from artisan 
breads to wolf-American 
Pit Bull cross puppies to 
oil derricks .

Speaking of the 
human condition, it’s 
a great time of year to 
buy a like-new fitness 
machine that somebody 
else bought a year ago 
to fulfill a New Year’s 
resolution.

In the final analysis, 
there’s no excuse for 
flab.

Subscribe
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THE TEXAS THANK 
YOU TOUR

I made the trip to Texas this fall and was able to 
revisit a couple of monumental memories, just to see 
if they*were real.

When I was going to veterinary school in 
Colorado I worked summers in the feedlots managed 
by Diamond A Cattle Co. The second year I hired 
on at the 50,000 head yard in Thermal, CA. Yes. 
Thermal... a summer job. I was batchin ’, eating greasy 
tacos and renting a room with no air conditioning. 
Occasionally one of the men on the doctor crew 
would take me home with him for lunch. I’m sure 
his wife thought of me as a stray dog... “Can’t you 
feed him out on the porch, Simon!”

But he and I sat at his little kitchen table with 
bowls of chile Colorado, using homemade tortillas she 
handed hot from the stove which we used as spoons. 
It is still one of my finest dining experiences.

He moved to Rockport, TX. I went by to see him 
for the first time in thirty years. It was important to 
me to let him know that, to this day, I have never 
forgotten his kindness.

I also swung by the little town of Schroeder. 
Several years after working for Simon, I had fallen 
on hard times. Red Steagall, western singer and 
Texas treasure, invited me to go with him to play a 
dance at Schroeder Hall. It was'humbling for me. I 
was kinda star struck. We loaded in his new Cadillac. 
During the five-hour drive from Ft. Worth, I soaked 
up his wisdom and companionship. When we arrived 
at Schroeder Hall, we could have been in Kenya, for 
all I knew. I’d not paid any attention to the road or 
the scenery. Red said, “Bax, do me a favor.”

I said, “Anything.” It would give me a way to 
show my gratitude. He dug a ball of car keys out of 
his pocket bigger than a hippopotamus cud! “Would 
you mind holding these while I’m singing? I hate to 
carry this big wad around.”

“Of course,” I said obsequiously. We walked off. 
Well, I didn’t want to go to the dance with that big 
wad of car keys in my pocket either! I peeled off the 
Cadillac key and threw the wad on the car’s floor mat. 
At midnight I hooked up with another ride who was 
going to San Antonio. I went into the dance hall and 
said my goodbyes to Red and went to get my bag out 
of his car. It was then I realized that Cadillacs had 
two keys; one for the door and one for the ignition. I 
had kept out the wrong one! It was 3:00 am before 
the locksmith arrived from Victoria.

On my Texas tour I hunted up Schroeder Hall. 
It was still there and still had a dance hall. I stared 
at the light pole in the gravel parking lot and had a 
nostalgic chill. I remember, in my embarrassment 
that I insisted on paying for the locksmith.

I also remember he said, “Okay” just a little 
quicker than I’d expected!
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L ew is  P a in t  &  B ody  S h o p
E X C E L L E N C E  S I NCE 1952

C ome See U s F irst | 
No Job T oo L arge | 

O r T oo Small! | 
24hr W recker | 

Services I

CLI^g; Lewis |
I  “IN LOVING MEMORY OF STERUNG LEWIS" IX f
p Day or night, we are the only name you need to know. S peciauzing in  | 
I  M ajor repairs,  custom painting & S triping, windshield & D oor gl/ ^ s  |
pWlNDSHIELD REPAIR, WHEEL AUGNMENT AND FRAME STRAIGHTENING. W e  CAN |

I  A lso replace those worn out headuners! We unlock locked cars. \

Monday .Tan. 11
Stew

Sliced Tomato 
Cheese Sticks 

Mexican Combread 
Cookies

Thesdav .Tan. 12
Beef Spaghetti 

Carrots 
Salad

Garlic Bread 
Cake

Wednesday .Tan. 13
Chicken Strips/Gravy 

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Biscuit 
Cobbler

Thursday. .Tan. 14
Salsbury Steak/Gravy 

Buttered Noodles 
Blackeyed Peas 

Hot Rolls 
Fruit Salad

Friday. .Tan. 15
Sliced Ham 

Turnip Greens 
Pinto Beans 
Combread 

Dessert

Alternate Desserts For Diabetics

Please Call In Your Orders By 10 A.M. To 657-3618 
Orders Cant Be Taken After 10 A.M. And Need To Be 

Picked Up After 11 A.M.

COWPOKES By Ace Reid

“Wal, you said you couldn’t loan me any more 
money ‘til you looked at my books. I shore had a 

time gettin’ this barn door off!”

Thanks for Reading!

DUNHAM CONSTRUCTION
Custom and Pre-Fab Metal Buildings 

Residential, Commercial, Ranch,
Hunting

Family Owned: Been in Business 
for over 30 years

“W e’ll build it the way you want it” |n d  

Call Anytime
Audey Dunham or Dustin Dunham 

(940)684-1404 (office) or 
(940)256-8339 (cell)

FREE ESTIMATES!

N i g h t s 106 North 2ndI  D a y s

1940-658-3342 940-658-3629 K n o x  C i t y , TX79529(

Knox Family Wellness Clinic
* (940) 657-4455’  609 S Ave F Knox City *

Now Provides Several Kinds Of Services
Family Practice • Women’s Health • Pedi 

Geriatrics • Skin treatments • Chemical Peels 
Lesion removals • Diabetic Nail Care • 

Microderm Abrasion • Treat Acne • ' 
Melasma • Premature Aging.

£ ^ P a in  Management Massages
C  ^  (Covered By Insurances/MCD/MC)

Toe iM l Removal Permanent and T^porary.
' '  HTN • Diabetes • Wound C 

^H yperlip iderm ia • Gallbladcwffushes 
I  Weight Lo|p Progn 
\  General llln e s s ^ A c u t^  Chronic.

@ a s  Health Steps'and Immunizations 
Minor Emergencies Suturing, Splinting, Casting 
IV Therapy for Hydration & Antibiotic Treatment.

http://www.edwardjones


PAGE FOUR N E ^ THURSDAY,

JAMES FRANK NANCE JR.
July 7 , 1924-Dec. 21,2009

Frank died early on Monday, Dec. 21, after a short battle 
with cancer.

He was bom in Knox‘City TX to Frank and Alpha Mae 
Nance. He was a member of the US Marine Corps from 1941- 
45 and fought in the Pacific Theater in World War II. In 1946, 
he moved to California where he worked as an electrician 
until his retirement in 1986.

He is survived by his son, Joe Nance (Barbara),his daughter, 
Edythe Watts (Randy) both of Turlock, 5 grandchildren, 10 
great grandchildren, and a sister, Bobbie Leach of Midland 
TX.

Services were held December 24 at Lakewood Memorial 
Park in Hughson CA.

Subscribe to 
The

Knox County 
News

Today!
KC AREA CHURCH 

DIRECTORY

1.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH -  Knox City 

Rick Neal, Pastor 
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. • Sunday Morning Worship at 10:55 aan. 
Sni»jay Evening Worship at 0:30 pjn. • Mid Week,; W^s at 0:30 pjm. 

FBC SBnday SchooI,and the worshipservicesat 10:55 a.m.and 6:30 p.m. 
are l^scast live cm Classic Cable, channel 6 in Knox City and O’Brien

FIRST UNTTEB MRTHODIST CHUtOR -Knox 
IhOtt>tdiy’IHnib]e,Past^' '

Sdiool at 10:00 k jn. ♦ Sunday M oitlilf WtBtf$hip at 11:00

u m  Christian FEitowsHip -

• ,. ^ ^  C%
> 1fexCox,Pastor

SdNl̂ oi 0l!h4pndlt. * Sunday Mornh^ Wi»siii|pt«t 10:30 ajm.
.m. • Sundagr Winnŝ OrOO

IdOOHni River 8:20 - 8;50aj&.

A. Schnable, Pastw 
Susnday Mwning Worship at 10:50 

ĵ ottday Evening Wnrtd# at 6 pjn. • Mid-Week  ̂Wed. at 0:30 {ki».

SA!nTA ROSA CATHOLIC CHURCH -  Knta City
, Father Cfa^ddsBorantla'DeaciHiBeayasqoez 

.Sunday Mass at 11 aju,

LIBERTY COMMUNITY C .O .G J.C -K nox City
CSwie Ward Jr., Pastor

Sunday SdiooUO:45 848. * Sunday MondoilServices • U ajm.

Ra^C haileeG orantia • Deacon littN avak  
Mcmday through Friday mornings, 0 ajtt. Mass 

Bsdind^lilass ̂  7 p.m. • Sunc^y Itfoss id 0 840.

Sunday SMioel at I t  ajsk * Sunday Mondng Wonddp at 11 j

Sunday W «rsii^at9:30ajn. • Sunday School at 10:30;

THE BELIEVERS’CH.AFSL -  Highway 222
WX). Smith, Pastor

THE C m iR C H  DIRECTORY IS BROUGHT TO YOU 
EACH WEEK BY THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS:

Knox County 
Hospital 

657-3535

O'Brien 
Co-op Gin 
658-3631

le ity ’ s P\umbmg,
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SEIM, its  rheem!"

Phone: (940) 658-3322 
If no answer: 657-4568 

or 657-3863

Texas Air 
Conditioning 

License
#TACLB005658C

US Department of Labor 
announces grant exceeding $2.2 
million to assist Texas workers

WASHINGTON 
The U.S. Department of 
Labor today announced a 
$2,201,214 grant to assist 
about 500 workers affected 
by layoffs at multiple 
companies in the constmction 
and manufacturing industries 
in central and southeastern 
Texas.

“Texas constmction and 
manufacturing workers have 
contributed immensely to 
our nation, and they deserve 
our support,” said Secretary 
of Labor Hilda L. Solis. 
“This grant will help ensure 
that the affected workers 
receive the employment and 
retraining services necessary 
for securing jobs in new and 
emerging local industries.”

Awarded to the Texas 
Workforce Commission, 
the grant will be 'operated 
by the Central Texas 
Workforce Board. It will 
provide dislocated workers 
from Alcoa Inc. and Zachry 
Holdings Inc., all of whom are 
also certified as eligible for 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
(TAA), with access to “wrap
around” and supportive 
services, such as dependent 
care and transportation

assistance, that are not 
available through the TAA 
program. The grant also will 
provide dislocated workers 
from Becon Constmction Co. 
Inc. and Texas Hydraulics 
Inc. who are not TAA-eligible 
with access to the full array 
of dislocated worker services 
available.

Layoffs at the companies 
covered by the grant took 
place between September 
2008 and April 2009.

Of the $2,201,214 
announced today, $ 1,021,902 
will be released, initially. 
Additional funding up to 
the amount approved will be 
made available as the state 
demonstrates a continued 
need for assistance.

This grant will be funded 
by resources made available 
for National Emergency 
Grants under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009.

National Emergency 
Grants are part of the secretary 
of labor’s discretionary 
fund and are awarded based 
on a state’s ability to meet 
specific guidelines. For more 
information, visit http://www. 
doleta.gov/NEG.

Where is Mrs. 
Knox County?

Melissa Pocza, Mrs. Texas 2009, recently competed at 
Mrs. America. Who will she crown as her successor? The 
search is on....Mrs. Texas is proud to announce its search 
for married women residing in TEXAS who wish to receive 
the honor of representing their community in our 2010 State 
Competition. Selected applicants will receive an official title 
and banner and become their community’s representative. 
The State Competition will be held at the Historic Palace 
Theater, June 10-12, in Corsicana, TX.

Feelings are strong in promoting Mrs. Texas with elegance, 
grace and dignity. Fifty percent of the points to achieve the 
title of Mrs. Texas are determined by an interview with each 
contestant. There will also be evening gown and fitness 
competitions. Husbands are included and acknowledged in 
the competition, with each contestant escorted by her husband 
during the evening gown competition.

Mrs. Pageants allow women who have devoted much of 
their current lives to family, marriage, and career to showcase 
their accomplishments and reach out to other women like 
themselves. The woman who is crowned as Mrs. Texas 2010 
will then go on to represent the great state of Texas in the 
only nationally televised pageant for married women, Mrs. 
America.

Come and join this prestigious group of women who 
are dedicated to marriage, family and community. Those 
interested should contact, Tracy Crist, Executive Director, at 
785-539-5727 or email her at tracy-crist@msn.com

Check us out at
knoxcountynewsonline.com

God 's Promises
By Jim Reid  ̂Pastor
O ’Brien Baptist

Encouraging Words for 
Discouraging Days:

Many of you will 
remember the television 
sitcom that lasted for years
called, “Hee Haw”. Roy Clark, Buck Owens, Grandpa 
Jones, Minnie Pearl and many more made us laugh and 
forget for a moment the hard times of our day.

ManyChristianshaveexperienceddeepdiscouragement; 
not just your typical bad day, but heartrending pivots that 
jerk the emotional slats out from under you. Whether the 
discouragement has come from personal failure, the loss 
of a loved one, or the constant battle with sin, we all need 
a fresh reminder that God is in charge-no matter how deep 
our pain takes us.

In the book of Job, we meet a man who could not have 
more tragedy come into his life. He lost his wealth, his 
business, and his children all in one day. A very short time 
later his health was threatened with excruciating pain and 
loss of any hope. His wife even turned against him and told 
him to curse God and die. If there were any circumstance 
which seemed absolutely hopeless it would have to be 
Job’s.

Today, many Christians feel that in their own way they 
can relate to Job, but can they still worship God? Too many 
are Christians who follow a “Hee Haw ” theology, “ “Gloom, 
despair and agony on me-el Deep dark depression, 
excessive misery-y! I f  it weren’t for bad luck I ’d have no 
luck at all! As Christians we have every promise of God, 
all the love of God, and the security of eternal life. Job 
knew God and knew him well. He totally trusted God with 
everything, because He knew that everything he possessed 
came through the hands of God.
Job I: 20 Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved 

his head, and fell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped;

Job 1:21 and he said, Naked came I  out o f my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: Jehovah gave, 
and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
Jehovah.

Job 1:22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God 
foolishly.

The promises of God come through worshiping Him! 
God awaits our worship of Him and always promises 
to reward our faithfulness and integrity. I pray that you 
experience the love of God in every way every day.

Want to view 
your

paper online 
too?

If you have a 
subscription 
to The Knox 

County News for 
1 year, you can 
add the online 
subscription for
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got
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BUYING OR 

SELLING LAND?
ta ll 1 Grans

806.280.8007
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TROPHY
PROPFRTIFS.. iVv/i JUivi iJLrwg
www.CabelasTrophyProperties.com

Residential
•  Very nice 4  bedroom brick residence-109 7th 
Street, Rochester
• Nice 3 bedroom residence- Highway 6, O ’Brien- 
Reduced
• Super nice, spacious, 3 bedroom brick with 2 bath- 
on corner, 2 plus lots- cellar, pecan and oak trees- 
621 l lth A v e . in Monday CONTRACT 
•Absolutely the best! S pacious4 bedroom home. 
Cedar closets, beautiful fireplace, 2 living areas 
and a formal dining room. 2 1/2 tiled baths. Kitchen/ 
breakfast area. Elegant interior. 3 car garage and 
landscaped yard. Prime location in Knox City. This 
house has it all.
• Completely remodeled, two story, historic home.
6 Bedroom, office, 3 baths, 900 square ft. formal 
living and dining. Cn corner lot. A beautiful step 
back in time with modern conveniences. Excellent

for residence, bed and breakfast, hunters lodge 
or foster home. Southwest corner of Benjamin & 
Bedford, in Benjamin, Texas.
• In Ranch Country with scenic view toward Brazos 
River. Brick 2 bedroom home on 2.13 ac. Den & 
living both have fireplaces. Priced for minor repairs 
that restore it to beauty it has always displayed. 7 
mile west of Knox City on highway 222- Northside 
of road CONTRACT

Farms/Land

• 80 5  A cres H askell C ounty /600 A cres  
cu ltivated/A w esom e hunting
• 6 5 4  Acreis H askell County Irrigated/Pivots
• 32 4  A cres H askell County Irrigated 16 0 / C R P
• 781 A cres H askell C ounty,dove,quail,w ild  
hogs, turkey, tanks

Commercial
•  C om m ercia l R eal Estate and Equipm ent- Knox C ity- $ 5 5 ,0 0 0
•  S uper nice building, fully eq u ipped for restaurant. Endless possibilities as hunting lodge, etc. 
Located  in Haskell Co. M a ke  an offer.

f V e s t m a r k  T ie  a f t  o r s
Xnox City ‘Branch office now open!

Looking to buy? SeCf? Caff us! • (940) 657-5100 
or contact Sue Stephens (806) 777- 8923 • or C.Jf. llndcrwoocf (940) 256-4204

mailto:tracy-crist@msn.com
http://www.CabelasTrophyProperties.com
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For Sale
For sale - $169 PILLOWTOP 
mattress set. Brand new never 
used manufacturer wrapped, 
with warranty. 325-428-9172

SLEEP ON A CLOUD -  
brand new memory foam 
mattress set. Never opened. 
$349 325-690-1299

Sacrifice -$269 -  Brand Name 
King Pillow top Mattress Set. 
New in plastic, warranty 325- 
428-9172

A brand New QUEEN 
PILLOWTOP . 
mattress set. Sealed in 
plastic, warranty. $169 325- 
428-9172 _________
Water and dirt for sale- 658- 
3092,658-9807 or 256-0182.
For Sale- 2004 Dodge Pick
up. $12,500. Call Tina at 
940-256-4741.

Services
Leaf Removal Service- Will 
rake, haul and take care of 
your autumn leaf problems/ 
needs! Call Sam at 940-658- 
4447 or 940-256-5187.

House for Sale
For sale: 307 NE 2"‘‘ St. 
Knox City 2BR, 1 Ba, Large 
Spacious Comer Lot. 940- 
657-4146________________

For Sale: Completely
Remodeled Farm House; 2 
Br, 1 Bath. Central AC/Heat, 
Hardwood & Tile flooring. 
2.1 Acres fenced. 4 miles 
north of Knox City. CR 
1213,14 mile west. Call 940- 
256-0362.

House for Sale - 210 East Ivy 
Benjamin, TX - 3 bdr, 2 bath, 
master bath has garden tub 
and walk-in shower, living 
room, kitchen, dining room, 
utility room, ch/a. Can be 
moved, for more information 
call 940-256-0890.

Legal Notice
LEGAL NOTICE
That in accordance with 

section 30.05 Of the penal 
code of texas - (criminal tres
pass senate bill iii legislature), 
notice is hereby given that all 
lands of the W.T. Waggoner 
Estate are posted - save and 
except where written permis
sion .is given to come up on 
the same.

Gene w. Willingham 
A .B. Wharton 
We (54)

Apartments
“Corley Too” - 1 Bedroom 
Efficiency Apartments 
Available. Fully furnished. 
Bills paid. Daily, weekly, and 
monthly rates. Call (940)657- 
4406 or (940)256-0028 for 
more information. (TFN)

For Rent or Lease
Lease or Rent on East Main 
Street. Concrete Slab appr. 
74’ 4” long, 23’ 8” wide. 
Water, sewer & electricity. 
For more information, call 
940-658-3092, 658-3807 or 
256-0182.

Lost & Found
Lost: diamond necklace in 
Knox City Park. Was last 
seen Sunday, December 20'*'. 
Please call Patty at the Pizza 
Place if you find it. 657- 
5345.

Subscribe today to 
the

Knox County 
News

940-657-3142
kcnews@valornet.com

M iscellaneous
RV Park - Chap RV Park SW 
2”'* & Birch Street Full Hook
ups. 50 Amp service. Cable 
Television
^Mobile home spaces 
available*
Daily/ Weekly/ Monthly 
Rates
(940)256-0028 or (940)658- 
3390

Legal Notice
Notice of Sale

Dated December31,2009, and 
issued pursuant to a judgment 
decree of the District Court 
of Knox County Texas, by 
the Clerk of said Court on 
said date in the hereinafter 
styled and numbered causes, 
and to me directed and 
delivered as Sheriff of said 
Court, I have on December 
31, 2009, seized, levied upon 
and will on the first Tuesday 
in February, 2010, the same 
being the 2“̂  day of February, 
2010 at the Courthouse door 
of said County, in the City 
of Benjamin, between the 
hours of 10:00 o’clock a.m. 
and 4:00 pm on said day shall 
proceed to sell for cash to 
the highest bidder all of the 
right, title, and interest of the 
defendants in such suit in and 
to the following described 
real estate levied upon as the 
property of said defendants, 
the same lying and being 
situated in the County of 
Knox and the State of Texas, 
to-wit:

9027 Knox County 
Appraisal Distict v. Joe 
Walaski

Lot 10, Block 16, 
Davis Addition, City of Knox 
City

9110 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Jerry R. 
Robinson a/k/a Jerry Johnson 
a/k/a/ J. Johnson 
Lot 3, Block 50, Original 
Townsite of Goree

9173 Knox County 
Appraisal District^ v. Robert 
Espinosa and Sandra 
Espinosa
The North 27’ of Lot 1, and 
all of Lot 2, Block 7, Warren 
Addition, City of Knox City

9191 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Ida K. 
Brown, Larry Browning, 
Gerald Taylor, Donny Edward 
Browning a/k/a don Browning 
and Charlie Lee Browning 
a/k/a Charlie Browning

The East 58’, more 
or less of Lots 1 ,2 ,3 ,4 , and 5, 
Block 138, Reeves & Musser 
Addition, City of Munday

The South \6. of 
the East of Block 39, Lee 
Addition, City of Munday, 
with Manufactured Home 
“Windsor”, 14x17, Label 
#UL1019747, Serial
#ZWK801411484

9194 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Jessie 
Nava (In Rfem), Liz Nava (In 
Rem), Marvin Wheeler (In 
Rem) and Edith Wheeler (In 
Rem)
All of Lot 3, SAVE & EXEPT 
the Southwest 50’ x 50’ and 
the Northeast 50’ x 50 of 
Lot 4, Block 28, Wallace 
Addition, City of Munday

9195 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Jeanne 
Cooper, Brenda Comer, 
Leinholder (In Rem Only) 
and Shirley Dron, Leinholder 
(In Rem Only)
a 100’ X 115’ tract of land, 
more or less, out of the East 
*/2 of Lots 1 & 2, Block 112 
Reaves & Musser Addition, 
City of Munday

9196 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. 
David Hunter, Carolyn 
Hunter and Greg Abbott,

Attorney General, State of 
Texas Eeinholder (In Rem 
Only)
The East Vi of the North Vi 
of Block 45, R.R Munday 
Addition City of Munday

9198 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. S.C. 
Murphee, C.l. McNeil a/k/ 
Curtis Me Neil (In Rem) and 
Willie Richards (In Rem)

Lot 4, Block 5, 
Original Townsite of Vera

The South parts of 
Lots 5 and 6, Block 2, Taylor 
Addition to the Town of Vera

9199 The Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Ron 
Laney, Cythia Laney, 
Bay view Financial Trading 
Group, L.R, Leinholder (In 
Rem Only) and Bay veiw Loan 
Servicing LLC, Lienholder 
(In Rem Only)

The-West of Block 
3, Original Townsite of the 
Town of Munday

The East Vi of Block 
3, Original Townsite of the 
Town of Munday

9201 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Madelyn 
Goode Honea, Reta Mayo, 
Dixie Bradley, Ettamae 
Frasier, Everett Barger, 
Dorothy Williams, Norris 
Ranger, Jack Barger, Barbara 
Coffman and Dale Redding

Lots 7 & 8, Block 
1, Original Townsite of the 
Town of Goree 
The North 77-1/2’ of Lots 
20, 21,22,23 and 24, Block 
1, Original Townsite of the 
Town of Goree 
Lots 9-11, Block 1, Original 
Townsite of the Town of 
Goree
Lots 20 thru 23, Block 1, 
SAVE AND EXERT the North 
77-1/2’, Original Townsite of 
the Town of Goree 
Lot 6-1/2, Block 21, Elandel 
Addition, Town of Truscott

9207 Knox County 
Appraisal District v. Terry 
Hendrix and Farm Credit 
Bank f/k/a Federal Land Bank 
Association of Texas, FLCA, 
Leinholder (In Rem Only)
1.000 acres, more or less, out 
of the Northwest Va of the 
D&W RR Co. Survey #35, 
Block 2, out of Abstract 473
6.000 acres, more or less, out 
of the D&W RR Co. Survey 
#35, Block 2, but of Abstract 
473

or upon the written request 
of said defendants or their 
attorney, a sufficient portion 
thereof to satisfy saidjudgment 
for delinquent property taxes 
and accrued penalties and 
interest and costs of suit and 
sale; subject, however, to 
the right of redemption, the 
defendants or any person 
having an interest herein, to 
redeem said property, or their 
interest therein, within the 
period of time and in manner 
provided by law and subject 
to any other and further rights 
to which the defendants or 
anyone interested therein 
maybe entitled, under the 
provisions of law. Said sale 
to be made by me to satisfy 
the judgment for delinquency 
property taxes and accrued 
penalties and interest 
rendered in the above styled 
and numbered cause, together 
with interest thereon and 
costs of suit and sale, and 
the proceeds of said sale to 
be applied to the satisfaction 
thereof, and the remainder, if 
any, to be applied as the law 
directs.

Dated December 31, 2009, at 
Benjamin, Texas.
By Sheriff Dean Homstad 
You may contact the Rlaintiffs 
attorney at 325-672-4870.

got news?

Leqal Notice
RUBLIC NOTICE

The City Council of the City 
of Knox City will hold a 
public hearing on the 28th 
day of January 2010, at City 
Hall, 902 E. Main, Knox City, 
Texas 79529 at 7:00 o’clock 
p .m. It is the intention of the 
City Council to call a special 
election to be held on May 9, 
2010, to present to the voters 
propositions to determine 
whether the Knox City 4A 
Economic Development 
Corporation should be 
authorized to • undertake 
projects or categories of 
projects which are authorized 
by Chapter 505 of the Texas 
Local Government Code for 
Type B Corporations. The 
purpose of the hearing is to 
receive input from the public 
and to provide information 
regarding the potential cost 
and impact of the following 
projects or categories of 
projects.

1. Projects for the 
promotion of professional 
and amateur athletics and 
sports, including children's 
sports, including stadiums, 
ball parks and related stores, 
restaurant, concession, and 
automobile parking facilities 
and related roads, streets, and 
water and sewerfacilities and 
other related improvements 
and also including future 
maintenance and operating 
cost.

2. Projects related to
entertainment including, 
auditoriums convention,
tourist, exhibition facilities, 
amphitheaters and concert 
halls and related stores, 
restaurant, concession, and 
automobile parking facilities 
and related roads, streets, and 
water and sewerfacilities and 
other related improvements 
and also including future 
maintenance and operating 
cost.

3. Projects for the 
construction of public parks, 
park facilities and events and 
open space improvements 
andrelatedstores,restaurant, 
concession, and automobile 
parking facilities and related 
roads, streets, and water 
and sewer facilities and 
other related improvements 
and also including future 
maintenance and operating 
cost.

4. Projects for the 
establishment of museums 
and exhibition facilities and 
related stores, restaurant, 
concession, and automobile 
parking facilities and related 
roads, streets, and water 
and sewer facilities and 
other related improvements 
and also including future 
maintenance and operating 
cost.

5. Projects related 
to the development and 
expansion of affordable 
housing as described by 42 
U.SiC. 12745 and related 
roads, streets, and water and 
sewer facilities and other 
related improvements.

Advertising
Deadiines

are
Friday at 

5 p.m.

\  3 ) k c .

Construction Services, 
Welding, Roustabout Service, 

Backhoe, Dump Truck, 
Fiberglass Repair 
Test Tank, Rental

4^
Bennett Shortes

_  Office (940) 658-3576
Mobile (940) 256-2370

P.G. Box 189 • Knox City, Texas • 79529-0189

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 • Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394 m

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital 
Liability • Workers’ Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment
R.O. Box 99»700 E. Main * Knox City, TX 79529-0099

REAL ESTATE
■  Counts Real Estate •

D avid Counts, Broker
' ' M arla Hawkins, Agent Patsy Gonzales, Agent

102 N ortkAve. A  (940)658-3390'
Knox City, Texas

201 C entral Ave; 3 BR brick home, ( ^ A C ,  wood burning stove, new 
paint & flooring, big kitchen , living room dining room combination, lots 
of storage inside and out. Water well, cellar, 3 car carport, metal roof, 
mature trees and located on 4 lots, Ready for immediate occupancy,

701 NE 3 rd  Street 2000+/- sq J t  frame home. 4 BR^2Ba, CH/AC, metal 
roof.

609 S. Ave E : Split Level 4 BR3 Ba, Brick home. C H/AC, Fireplace, 
Master Suite, basement, pool, fenced yard, great location!

1105 SE 5th St; 3BR, 2 Ba, CH/AC, frame house, steel siding, mature 
trees, large yard, good neighborhood,

1109 SE 4 th St.; 2BR frame home, CH/AC, Siding, comer lot.

1202 SE 4th St; 2 BR frame home, new roof, steel siding.

604 SE 4th St; 3 BR, 2B, Brick home, CH/AC, p rag e , great locmion. 
Needs work! Make an o ffe r! ' -

405 SE 3 rd  St; 1400+/- sq ft frame home. Large front porch, basement.

501 SE 3 rd  St.: Large brick h^me located on comer lot. CH/AC, 2 or 3 
BR, 2 ba. Detached garage, fenced yard.

200 South 2nd St.; Large 3BR, 3  Ba, Brick home. This home features 2 
master Bedrooms! W ^k in Qosete, CH/AC, 2 Living areas, fireplace, 
covered patio, plus size 2  car garage, water well, fenced y» d ; new paint, 
lots of space, lots of storage! Great neighborhood.

904 C entral Ave; 3Br, 15B a brick home .CH/AC, bonus room, large 
kitchen, storm shelter.

G rand Central Avenue O ’Brien: 1800+/- s q it  brick home. CH/AC, 2 
living areas, 4 BR, 3 Ba, large carport, fenced yard, cellar, great closets!

1101E  M ain St; Large commercial bldg, 4000 +/- sq.ft, CH/AC, new 
roof, lots o f parking, kitchen, bathrooms, ADA compliant, and more. Lots

Country home: Rustic, Split level, 5 BR.4.5 Ba, brick home. Very 
secluded, located on private road 4222. CH/AC, 2 car garage, fireplace, 
new flooring, new paint, new roof, indoor heated pool, great patio area, 
large fenced yard, large trees, and more!

Country Home with 6+/- Acres; Located on FM 1292,2 Story, 4 BR, 3.5 
Ba, 2 living a re ^ , CH/AC. Large Master Suite with loads of closet and 
storage space, sunken Jacuzzi tub, wonderful windows. 6 car carport, 
huge 2nd floor deck, great patio, outside storage, large tank, great yard! 
Paved driveway, water well, large trees, and so much m ore., .A great home 
for family living and entertaining large groups.

Farm  L and; 145+/- acres dryland farm. Irrigation on adjoining property. 
Minerals negotiable located South of Knox City on FM 2901

HUNTING Acres; 1900+/- featuring 12 tanks, varied terrain, small bunk 
house, covered patio area,.bams, mid lots of wildlife!

600 +A Acres Prim e Hunting land: Approximately 1 mile of Brazos 
river frontage, fences, corrals, water well, electricity, good roads and lots 
of wildlife! Motivated seller!

knoxcountynewsonline.com

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center 
Knox City, TX

2009 Weekly Weather Report
Date Temperature (F) Rainfall

Low/High inches
12/28 22/45
12/29 25/36
12/30 34/60
12/31 31/56 .13
1/1 23/54
1/2 24/48
1/3 23/35

m. . ..

' Total Rainfall for month 1.73
2009 Rainfall (ytd) 23.77

mailto:kcnews@valornet.com
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Monday
Moguls
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Lady Stangs block & steal ball from the Mogulettes in a 
- r - — -

Photo by Tamara Smart
recent victory. The Lady Moguls rush to the hoop.

Photo by Tamara Smart

Go Mustangs!
256-1117

Carrie W.Lohman
Financial Advisor

Edwanljones
M4KiN6 SE»iS£ Of INVESTiNS

4214 Kell West Blvd. 
Wichita Falls, TX 76308 

Bus. 940-322-4200 
Cell 940-256-0990

came.lohman@edwa[d|one$.com
www.edwardjones.com

940-658-5100 * 709 Main Street.

Front Porch 
Quilts

Ranchland
Conoco

454-2323
■SbiiiN I

HOME PHONE SERVICE
1̂* Month FREE

S ta rtin g  at ̂ 3 rn99 /mO
$14/m o including appropriate taxes and fees

^0 Deposit • NO Credit Check 
NO Contracts • Everyone Approved!

Restrictions May Apply.

NEWTALK 866.934.3448
1 ' 'JT" 1 1 1 1 .  m As  :

STOP LEG CRAMPS
BEFORE THEY STOP YOU.

Calcef^ is designed to help stop low calcium leg 
cramps. Just ask your pharmacist.

Petite Tablet 
More Calcium 

& Vitamin Da

Reglan® is used to treat gastrointestinal 
disorders like reflux, and some side effects 
of diabetes. Use of Reglan® for more than 
three months has been linked to Tardive 
Dyskinesia, a neurological disorder that 
causes repetitive and involuntary move
ments of the face, torso and limbs and for 
which there is no effective treatment. If you 
have taken this drug and suffered ill effects, 
contact us today for professional insight.

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with mote than 95 
years combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Rkbaid A Dodd, LC 
Timothy R Cappdino, PC

Board Certified Plsrsonal Injury Trial Law and Gvii Trial 
Law by the Texa^ Board of Lcgd Specialization

NO FEETOR FIRST VISIT 
CAMERON, TEXAS

1-800-460-0606
www.DefectiveDrugsLaw.com

B E N J A M I N
NEWS By Gladene Green

Editor’s Note: The Benjamin News was inadvertent
ly omitted last week. We apologize to our readers and to 
Gladene Green.

Wow! What a Christmas we had with the snow, cold wind 
& just plain ‘ole miserable conditions. Sure changed a bit of 
plans for lots of folks but we all made the best of it & made it 
o.k. and very thankful there were no serious mishaps around 
here (at least that I am aware of). Most everyone heeded ad
vice of the TV & radio guys & just stayed home- Some were 
able to get going before the “worst” set in. And then waited to

Photo By Tamara Smart
Freshman Mustang, Matthew Acree, sends one up to 
the hoop during the first district game of ‘10 vesus the 
Munday Moguls. »

s t e v e n ŝ T r a c t o r

Photo By Tamara Smart
The Munday Mogal Men played a feirce game at Benjay 
min on Saturday picking up the win.

Need Electricity?
Limited Time Offer:

*0 DEPOSIT* Month

Includes 1 st 30 days electricity  
NO C re d it /N O  ID 
Hablamos Espanol $89

(!) 1-866-934-3446
*  *  Terms & conditions apply. Plus tax & fees. **  Based on 1BR apt.

P aylessP ow er For home only. 1 st mo. price subject to change. REP # 10110

Stey W arm , m  SpmidLessOnHeat.com

• Updated Infrared Heater Technology
-  Excellent BTU Output & lasts longer than others

• Lower Your Heating Bill up to 50%
• Easy Onsite Maintenance
• Healthy Toasty Warm Heat! ***
• Free Shipping & Quiet Running

(A+ BBB Rating)
In Business 
Since 1990

Call Now... 800-950-2210

DIRECTV SAVE $26/MO FOR A YEAR! 
PLUS:

FREE 1 -4 Room System 

FREE standard Installation 1-4 Rooms 

FREE HD/DVR Receiver Upgrade!
DIRECTV
AUIHORIz¥0£«iR

FREE
MOVIES!

FREE 3 MONTHS SHOWTIME & STARZ
with Choice XTIRA^^ Package and Above

No start costs! Local Installs!
ASK HOW! CALL DIRECTSTARTV
Toll Free 1-800-214-7110

return home til things cleared up a bit. And there will be lots of 
late Christmas gatherings next week- A combo of New Years 
and Christmas.

About Our 111
Bud Conner had a Christmas in the hospital. We admitted 

on Wed. nite suffering from pneumonia. He was released Sat. 
but still does not feel well. Is on some strong antibiotics so 
hopefully he will feel better soon. Of course, he’s much better 
than when he was admitted but a good ways from being up to 
par.

Mary Bohannon who has been a resident of the Munday 
Nursing Center several months, is a patient in a Wichita Falls 
Hospital. She is undergoing some tests and hopefully Drs. will 
get to the cause of the problem she has had for quite a while & 
she will begin to feel better. Of course, we wish her a speedy 
and complete recovery.

Here N There
Despite the cold weather, Charles & Linda Griffith had 

a houseful on Christmas Day including Linda’s brother, Wil
liam Collier of Lockhart, Ricky & Lori LaShomb and Devon 
Jones of Lubbock (Devon is going to school at TechO-. Matt 
Tyson, a student at Tulane University in New Orleans & Buk- 
ie & Kemp Jones, Blake & Kamryn of Benjamin- Daughter 
Amy & her family were unable to be here. She’s a nurse and 
had to work!

Lorene Powers spent Christmas with her kids & grand- 
kids in Midland.

Jessica Moorhouse of Abilene was here for Christmas 
with her parents, Mike & Debbie, her brother. Will & her sis
ter & family Liz, Nathan, & Taylor Herring in Munday. There 
were all to be in Seymour with Mike’s mom, Bobbeye, on Fri 
but other family members- (a brother in Okla. & a brother in 
Lubbock & their families) were unable to get here so they 
have postponed their gathering.

We were to get together on Sat, 26th, but the folks “up 
north” couldn’t make it. There in Childress & Amarillo were 
“snowed in” like everyone else. But better to stay at home 
thank to take the chance on the treacherous roads.

Bud Conners family had their Christmas at the cafe in 
Knox City. The crowd was much smaller than usual. The 
weather, other commitments plus Bud’s hospitalization was a 
real factor. His daughter, Kim, cooked steaks for those pres
ent. Enjoying the meal and the gift exchange were Keith & 
Pam Conner, Casey, Lacey & Carson Conner all of Midland, 
Bob & Stephanie Brannan and family of Lubbock, Michele & 
Jimmy Barrientez & family. Hazel Stockton, Samijo & Shelby 
Russell, Kim Moore & Mark Brown, all of Benjamin.

Jack (Corky) Barker braved the weather & made it home 
to spend Christmas with his mom, Jonnie Williams. Corky 
lives at Plano & left by mid-morning on Christmas Day to 
have plenty of time to get home- He made it safe and sound.

Dutch and Imagean Young had their kids, Mike and Tina 
Young & their grandkids of Gainsville, Anthony and Jessica 
Lamb of Wichita Falls & Deann Lamb of Benjamin. Mike & 
Tine came on Wed. & left early on Christmas Eve & it took 
several hours to get back home but they too made it without 
any accidents.

Gloria West spent Christmas with her daughter, Betty 
Parker and family in Aspermont.. Her other daughter, Cathy 
Tomlinson & her daughter. Penny, who live in the Denton area 
were there on Christmas Day. They had started on Christmas 
Eve but the weather & roads got so bad that they stayed the 
nite in Olney & came on in Fri. They all got home, thankfully, 
on Sat. The Parkers daughter, Sabra Turner & her husband, 
Samuel, who live in KS were also there.

Dorothy Spikes said she & penny stayed right at home on 
Christmas thankful for heat and food. Her sons. Rusty at Holi
day & Gary at Seymour & their families were snowed in at 
their homes as were Tony & Kendra Hunter & girls & Heddy

See BENJAMIN Page 8

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Q in ic  • Munday Q in ic  

Knox County Home Health

HOSPITAL DISTRICT Kn-co..yEMs
Your hometown healthcare team.

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.
m  «58-3527 ^
ttOBMOSOV P'SMMiOaaiKItMOi Knox City LENDER

BJ C ou n try  Store P roud ly 

supports  the M ustangs 

Buddy & Janice  To lson

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.DefectiveDrugsLaw.com
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John Madden’s Keys To Super 
Bowl And Tailgating Success

(StatePoint) John Madden is a 
passionate man but nothing brings out the 
“BOOMS” or “BAMS” in him quite like 
the Super Bowl and a good tailgate party. 
Whether it is offering an honorary turkey 
leg to commemorate a great performance, or 
highlighting a local team’s tailgating rituals, 
Madden knows all about mixing food and 
football.

Fresh out of retirement and with 
the Super Bowl approaching. Madden is still 
talking the game as he unveils the inaugural 
“Madden Most Valuable Protector’s Award 
presented by Prilosec OTC,” an award to 
recognize the best offensive line in the NFL. 
Fans are encouraged go online and vote for 
their favorite offensive line at www.Madden- 
ProtectorsAward.com.
Powerful Protection Is Key

Throughout his career. Madden 
has always heralded the unsung heroes on 
an offensive line. He knows that while most 
attention is typically focused on the quarter
back, running back and wide receiver, it’s 
the powerful protection from the linemen 
that can make or break a game.

Alongside his passion for the game. 
Madden has shared his love for a good 
tailgate spread in his cookbook, “John Mad
den’s Ultimate Tailgating.” Making the most 
of your Super Bowl party means enjoying 
the foods you love. NFL fans who want 
tough protection against frequent heartburn, 
or heartburn that occurs two or more days a 
week, can take a 14-day course of Prilosec 
OTC two weeks leading up to an event so 
they can enjoy both the game and the foods 
they love.

Fans can try out Madden’s Sicil

ian BBQ Chicken at their own tailgate or 
football party for the big game:

JOHN MADDEN’S SICILIAN BBQ 
CHICKEN 

Mom’s Marinade:
1/4 cup olive oil
2 teaspoons oregano
3 cups white wine
8 large garlic cloves, sliced thin
1 tablespoon soy sauce
2 tablespoons ketchup
Dash of lemon pepper
Freshly ground pepper
Salt

Other Ingredients:
12 pieces of chicken, legs and thigh 

connected
Salt
Pepper
1. In a large jar mix the marinade 

ingredients. Shake well. Let stand at room 
temperature 1 hour.

2. Make very hot charcoal fire or 
preheat gas grill. Salt and pepper chicken 
pieces. Place chicken on grill skin-side up. 
When cooked halfway, turn over and cook 
the other side until it is just done but no 
more than that.

3. When done, place the chicken 
in large roasting pan. Pour marinade over 
chicken evenly. Cover pan with foil or lid, 
sealing tight.

4. Place pan on grill or in oven for 
20 minutes at 350 F. Serve hot.

For more information on John 
Madden’s MVP Award or to vote for your 
favorite offensive line, visit www.Madden- 
Protectors Award .com.

Want to view your 
paper online too?

If you have a subscription to The Knox County 
News for 1 year, you can add the online

subscription for ONLY
$io

got news?

Thanks for Reading

SHORTES, INC.
Complete 

/  \  Oilfield 
.  t  Construction
\  /  6 5 ^ 5 7 6

HOUSE
658-3389

ILEWIS^Lp
Clint, Tonya, Carson & Cason 

unlock locked carŝ ^

CITY MOTEL
Bip and Anita

658-3541

L Y N N B £ C m C  
CO., INC.

1011 Main S t. • Knox City 
Jim m y Lynn • S c o tt Lynn 

940-658-3511

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Your hometown healthcare team.

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Munday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMS

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.
658-3527

PtCSM Ĉ OSf COtretttCN Knox City !)HL lOSStlli:
LENDER

KNOX FAMILY 
^ ^WELLNESS 
♦V# CUNIC

Burrito Express

657-4323 658-5568

V & V Oil Field Services
658-3997 or 256-1853 

201 E Main St.

Photo Courtesy Daveine Clark
Reagan Clark was the high scorer, earning 13 points, in the Houndettes battle against 
Paint Creek on Saturday. The Houndettes won the game 42-27.

Classifieds Get Results 
Call to Place Yours 

Today

Thanks for Reading

PBHOUm
SUPPDf

Charlie Pierce 
Michael Et Terry Bartley

658-3559

Subscribe 
Today!

PENMAN’S
SERVICES LTD
658-3513

LARSON
PHARMACY
‘ Larry & Beth Staggs

657-3210

S-T Trucking 
658-3949

PUMPERS SUPPLY 
& EQUIPMENT 

658-3260
Backing the Hounds 

since1976

KNOX CITY CTBRiEN CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITllRES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31,2009

SSA
Sivseail , Oihet

Ftaxtr
Oovmnmtstsî

Fasds

REVENUES;
Total Local and Intem̂ dtate Sources $ 1,(SO?,249 S 869 % 80,097 $ 1,088,215
Sme Program Reveaaes LS59.6I2 250384 134,453 2,244,649
Federal lYogram Reveoucs s,m 30 633,241 639,123

Total Revenoes 
E.XPENDrrURES:

2,m ,m 251,483 ■ P 7,79i ' 3,971,987

Carreat; ■
insmichos 107,120 367,19$ 2,027,137
lasarwhojal Rcsosaees and Media Services 24,5 IS - . 24315
Cumcu&sa and Instruchotal Staff Dcvglopnajnt i 3,841 1,85$ 9305 25,204
lastructionai Leadership 3,1# 129,643 42.865 175,668
School Leadership !?8,l# - 4.136 182.302
Otiidaatee, Couaselie® and Evaluation Scrvicea 33,957 40,S$9 95,022 168,938
Heahh Services m • 509
Student iPupii) Transpoftaaoc m m - - 109,97$
Food Smices 4M\ * 209,153 213,374
Extracurricular Aedvitm S9034 • 190,294
General Admiaistratirm 22$,718 - - 225,718
Facilities and C r̂ations 397.684 19,074 2365 419,123

Debt Service:
DeM Smke - Principal on L<^ Tern Debt - • 65,000 65,000
Debt Service - Interest on Long Term Debt - - 26352 B ,552
Debt Service - Bond Issoasee Cost and Fees 

Capital Outlay;
• • 323 323

Facilities Aettuisitioa Construction 60,646 ♦ 60,646
latergovermiattaL

Payments to Fiscal Ageat'Mend>er Districts of S8A 76,130 * 60,199 137,029
Other Intergovernmental Chatges 33.000 ' - n ,m

Total Exjseaditures 2.903.738 298354 883,015 4,085,307
Excess {DeScienev) of Revenues Over (Under) 01,025) (47,071) (35324) (IS3,520)

Exisestditmres -
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES):
Tramfers la - 36,596 36,596
Traimfeta Out (Use) (36,596) • ___________, (36,596)

Total Otlatr Financing Semrê  (Uses) (36396) • 36,596 *

Net Change in Fund Balances (67,621) (47,071) l,J72 . (i 13,320)

Fund Balance - Septend>er i (Begitming) 458319 27313 2,542,828

Fuad Baiarscc - August 31 (Ending) $ 1,989,175 $ 411,448 S ■ 28,885 S 2,429,508

The notes to the statmsjots m  m inte^l part of this state««ns,
20

http://www.Madden-ProtectorsAward.com
http://www.Madden-ProtectorsAward.com
http://www.Madden-Protectors
http://www.Madden-Protectors
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Eaton (Penny’s daughter) 
at the Hunter home at Knox 
City. The little girls did final
ly get over here for a visit but 
mostly everyone stayed in.

Charles Jones was tell
ing us on San that their son & 
his wife, David & Wendy lost 
everything they had in a dev
astating fire on Dec. 19. All 
they got out with was what 
they were wearing and their 
two dogs. As Charles said, 
as bad as it was, there was a 
bright side, because they got 
out uninjured. And are now 
dealing with their insurance 
CO. David & Wendy live in 
Run Away Bay near Bridge
port.

I was pleasantly sur
prised on Christmas Day 
when I received a call from 
Sharon Mowery. Sharon & 
her family lived here in the 
70’s. Her husband, Phil, was 
a coach here,;She now lives 
in Kingfishei^iPK. Phil (liied 
in 1975. It w ^  good to hear 
from her- I^^pjans 
here in June' if Sll goes ac
cording to h e r p l^ .

Eva F lo r^^rom  Knojf 
City called to say she & her 
husband, Joe, were involved 
in an accident on Christmas 
Eve, Were coming from Ft. 
Worth & near Lx)ving they hit 
ice & snow and lost control 
of their car (possible totaled). 
She & Joe spent the nite in an 
Olney Hospital with no seri
ous injuries. She was driving 
& lots of bushes and small 
trees were along the way, but 
she hit the big tree! Doesn’t it 
always happen like that? Just 
thankful they were not hurt 
any worse.

H CELEBRATION
Adults ages 19 and over and 
Senior Citizens at the door 
$12; youths ages 18 and un
der $5; kids ages 5 and under, 
free.

The 4th Annual Dr. Mar
tin Luther King, Jr. Program 
in Sweetwater is to begin at 
6 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 18, 
2010, at the Sweetwater High 
School Auditorium. For more 
information or to purchase 
tickets, call Rod Amos at 
933-0076.

Subscribe 
Today!

Winter chill races through the Lone Star Stade
COLLEGE STATION -  

A big chill came to Texas, 
stalling winter forage growth 
and stressing cattle and plant 
life, according to Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service 
personnel.

For the most part, the cold 
has not been too hard on 
livestock as long as they’ve 
got shelter and hay, but the 
up-and-down temperatures 
have been hurting them. 
Much of the cold has been 
accompanied by moisture, 
either as rain or snow. The 
moisture has generally been 
good for wheat and small 
grains already planted, but 
bad for those producers who 
were late getting small grains 
planted, according to reports 
from AgriLife Extension of
fices throughout the state.

In other areas, notably 
South Texas,the wet weath
er has greatly improved 
the agricultural situation, 
stimulating cool-season for
age growth and raising soil 
moisture levels in anticipa
tion of spring p lanting

But it’s not a blessing in 
wetter areas, such as Trinity 
County, sputhwest of Lufkin, 
reported Armon Hewitt, 
AgriLife Extension agent.

“Cold, wet weather in 
Trinity County is creating 
an environment in which 
producers are having to feed 
hay, which is in very short 
supply, at an alarming rate,” 
Hewitt said. “Thus far, the 
winter has been the worst 
we’ve had in many years. 
Hay feeding sites must be 
changed frequently because 
of the abundance of rainfall 
and muddy conditions.”

ThesituationinMcLennan 
County is also wet, and simi
lar to that throughout much 
of the Central AgriLife 
Extension district, said 
Shane McLellan, AgriLife 
Extension agent, Waco.

“We’ve had an up-and- 
down of cold weather,” 
McLellan- said. “We had a 
few cold spells, then we had 
several days of warm weath
er, then back into the cold 
spells, with non-traditional, 
non-historic, arctic weather 
later in the week.”

It’s not as hard on the 
cattle as it has been on plant 
life, he said. McLennan 
County and the Waco area 
are in the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s plant hardi
ness zone 8a. Plant hardi

ness zones are geographical 
regions defined by climate 
ranges.

“We can historically 
expect an average annual 
minimum temperature of 
between 10 and 15 degrees 
Fahrenheit,” McLellan said. 
“Duration of cold, especially 
temperatures below freez
ing, can allow plant tissues 
to be more deeply penetrat
ed by low temperatures. This 
can harm what I will refer 
to as plants marginal to our 
area such as oleander, some 
palms and even perennials 
such as lantana.”

McLellan said the extent 
of the damage may not be
come apparent until March 
or early April when buds 
open. He did not expect 
oaks, pecans, hollies and 
others plants to be damaged 
because “they are well suited 
to the extremes of our area.” 
The following summaries 
were compiled by AgriLife 
Extension district reporters:

CENTRAL: Soils »re-
niained soggy, making it dif
ficult for farmers and ranch
ers to get into fields. Some 
wheat was not planted be
cause of heavy rains. Some 
producers planted oats in 
place of wheat. Cold weather 
increased the need for beef 
producers to provide sup
plemental feed to livestock. 
Hay was in short supply.

COASTAL BEND: The 
outlook for the 2010 crop 
season was much improved 
by recent rains. However, 
below-normal temperatures 
and rain held up most field 
work. Producers contin
ued supplemental feeding 
of livestock because stand
ing forage was scarce due 
to freezing temperatures a 
couple of weeks earlier.

EAST: Cold temperatures 
across the region slowed win
ter forage growth to a crawl. 
Most counties reported from 
adequate to too much soil 
moisture. Livestock were in 
fair to good condition with 
producers providing supple
mental feed. Feral hogs con
tinued to be a problem.

FAR WEST: Pecan har
vesting fell behind sched
ule because of a late freeze. 
All cotton was harvested 
and processed by gins. Soil 
moisture was very low 
due to high winds and cold 
weather.

NORTH: The soil mois
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ture ranged from adequate 
to surplus. Because of cold 
temperatures and water
logged fields, farming ac
tivity came to a stop. The 
weather hit dairy and beef 
producers hard. Some pro
ducers reported they lost 
calves. The weather neces
sitated livestock being fed 
considerably more hay and 
supplements than in previ
ous winters. Hay supplies 
were currently holding, but 
a shortage was anticipated 
before spring. Winter wheat 
was still being planted over 
the holidays. Because of the 
wet conditions, only about 
50 percent of the fields typi
cally put into wheat and oats 
were planted. The winter 
pastures that werq planted 
were in fair to good con
dition. Overstocking has 
caused some pastures to de
teriorate. The pecan harvest 
neared completion. Cotton 
was in fair condition with 
the harvest nearing comple
tion. Peach producers were 
pruning trees. Rangelands 
and pastures were in fair to 
good condition.

PANHANDLE: Weather 
was cold with some snow. 
Soil moisture levels were 
short with little moisture re
ceived from the snow. The 
cotton harvest was nearly 
complete, and some produc
ers were starting to prepare 
fields for spring planting. 
Irrigated wheat was report
ed in good condition, and 
Stocker cattle were put on 
it to graze. Dryland wheat 
needed moisture and pro
ducers were only allowing 
limited grazing on it. Cattle 
were in good condition, but 
rangeland was in poor con
dition. Most producers were 
providing supplemental 
feed.

ROLLING PLAINS: 
Winter hit hard, bringing 
several inches of snow and 
blizzard-like conditions. 
Two snow storms helped to 
replenish soil moisture lev
els. This moisture was need
ed by some of the more ma
ture stands of winter wheat 
that have been grazed as 
well as the emerging stands. 
Winter wheat began to perk 
up after receiving some 
moisture, but some produc
ers worried that it came too 
late. Most of the cotton has 
been harvested, with surpris
ingly good yields after a d ^

growing season. A few cot
ton modules remained in the 
fields. Pastures were in good 
condition after the snows. 
Cattle on pasture were doing 
well with ranchers providing 
supplemental feed.

SQLTH: Adequate soil 
moisture levels were re
ported throughout the region 
.with the exception of one 
county in the western part 
of the region. The northern 
part of the region had light 
rain followed by cool, dry 
conditions. Wintery weather 
in the eastern part of the re
gion limited forage produc
tion except for winter oats. 
However, the outlook for 
the 2010 crop season was 
much improved as a result 
of nearly constant rain. In 
the western part of the re
gion, growers were actively 
harvesting both fresh-market 
and processing spinach. The 
cabbqge harvest was ongo
ing. After irrigation, onions 
made good progress. The 
sugarcane, citrus and veg
etable harvests continued 
in the southern part of the 
region. Producers were pro
viding supplemental feed at 
a steady pace. Stock water 
tank levels remained low. 
Livestock remained in fair 
condition.

SOUTH PLAINS: From 
2 inches to 8 inches of snow 
fell. Cold temperatures 
ranged from highs in the 20s 
and lows in the single dig
its. Soil moisture was short 
to adequate. A few cotton 
gins completed their 2009 
season, and it was expected 
that the rest of the region’s 
gins would finish processing 
soon. Winter wheat was in 
fair to good condition, and 
should improve thanks to 
the moisture from the snow.

Pastures and rangelands 
were in fair to good Condi
tion and also should improve 
with the moisture. The wet 
and cold weather stressed 
livestock, but they re^^ained 
in fair to good condition. 
Beef producers continued 
supplemental feeding.

SOUTHEAST: Bermuda 
grass pastures went dormant. 
Winter-annual grass growth 
was good thanks to plenty 
of moisture. Clover was 
emerging in many pastures. 
Rain continued to replen
ish the groundwater supply. 
Topsoils were saturated. 
Pastures were in poor con
dition in some area because 
of continued overstocking. 
Wet conditions continued 
to delay spring crop prepa
rations. Livestock were do
ing well, considering the 
conditions. A hard freeze in 
Montgomery County dam
aged many trees.

SOUTHWEST: Close to 
70 percent of the 17 inches of 
rain that fell during the year 
came in the last four months 
o f2009, making a big differ
ence to the agricultural situ
ation. The forage situation 
significantly improved. The 
rain made both small-grain 
planting for winter pastures 
and early spring row-crop 
planting possible. The rain 
delayed the fall vegetable 
and pecan harvest. A hard 
freeze in early December 
damaged some spinach 
that was ready for harvest. 
However, growers were able 
to quickly resume the har
vesting of spinach, cabbage, 
carrots, lettuce and broccoli 
thanks to the relatively dry 
weather that followed. The 
pecan harvest remained be
hind schedule but was nearly 
complete.
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