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First Baptist Church 
welcomes new preacher

By Tamara Smart
“God always opens doors, 

the secret is just waiting” 
are the words that Brother 
Vincent declares as he sits 
in his new study at the First 
Baptist Church of Knox City 
on Monday morning when 
meeting with Knox County 
News. The newest door 
God has opened for Brother 
Jerry Vincent and his wife, 
Monette, the pastoral posi
tion that had been vacant for 
a few months at the Church.

Hailing from Onalaska, 
Texas (outside Livingston, 
in Eastern Texas), Brother 
Vincent and his wife came to 
Knox City and accepted the 
position at the First Baptist 
Church on February 2P*. 
Since they have arrived in 
Knox City, Brother Vincent 
and his bride of almost 47 
years, the couple has found 
Knox to be a beautiful place, 
full of loving people who 
love God (which is one of 
Bro. Vincent’s favorite sub
jects on which to preach as 
well). “The Church family 
has done ever5̂ hing to make 
us feel welcome. The parson
age was clean and ready for 
us and everyone has been 
warm and welcome,” says 
Monette.

The Vincent’s feel that

Sharing 100 
laughter and

How does one begin to 
describe a celebration that 
spans 100 years? The guest 
list might be a good place 
to start. Anyone with even 
the smallest tie to Gilliland 
Baptist Church was invited to 
come. The 100th celebration 
of Gilliland Baptist Church 
was a wonderful success 
with over one hundred and 
twenty people attending; 
some travelling from as far 
away as Arkansas. The scene 
resembled more a family 
reunion than a church meet
ing. People who had not seen 
one another in several years 
shared memories as they 
viewed church scrapbooks 
and other memorabilia. The 
festivities and reunion began
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they are a good fit to help 
lead the Knox City Baptist 
family for three reasons: 
First and foremost, because 
the Lord lead them to Knox; 
there is an age compatibility 
between themselves and the 
majority of the members of 
the Church; and finally, they 
say they “feel at home here... 
they felt that since the first 
time they meet with the com
mittee and bonded that first 
night”.

Bro. Vincent has 40= years 
of experience being a Man 
serving God. He worked with 
Gideon International for 15 
years (this is the group who 
puts Bibles in hotel rooms 
and schools), and has served 
as a full time minister for a 
few years now.

The couple has success
fully raised 3 children of their 
own: Jerry Jr., a pastor in 
Roby; Jeffrey, a federal agent 
in Corpus Christi; and Jody, 
who works for the Texas 
Department of Corrections 
in Huntsville. They have 8 
grandchildren and 1 great
grandchild.

Brother Vincent’s goal as 
a preacher is to “lead the peo
ple to rightly serve the Word, 
and be able to serve others. 
The key to this is understand
ing the Word.” He takes this

years o f  love, 
God's Grace
as people gathered to worship 
Sunday, March 14 at eleven. 
Mrs. Jo Graves played be
loved hymns as everyone en
tered the freshly remodeled 
church. After the Doxology, 
Rev. Marq Brockett wel
comed guests and prayed.

The congregation raised 
their voices in praise sing
ing “Blessed Assurance “ 
and “I’ll Fly Away”. “In the 
Garden” was performed by a 
trio of Rev. Marq Brockett, 
Jerry Bob Daniel, and Lyndle 
Reeves.

Rev. Marq Brockett shared 
a message called “Grace, 
What is it?”. Bro Joe Walton, 
the Director of Missions for 
the Double Mountain area, 
challenged the church to fol- 

Continued on Page 8

Knox City is welcoming i t ’s newest residents brother Jerry Vincent and his wife Monette as the preacher o f the Knox City First 
Baptist Church. (Photo by Tamara Smart).
message directly from 2"** 
Timothy 2:15: “So then, 
brothers, stand firm and hold 
to the teachings we passed on 
to you, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter.” (NTV) 

Yet, although that was 
Brother Vincent’s favorite 
passage at the moment, he 
finds the Word to speak to 
him deeply depending on 
what his mood is at the time. 
Today, his favorite verse may

be 2"̂  Tim 2:15, tomorrow he 
may have Romans 8:28 on his 
heart (“And we know that in 
all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, 
who have been called accord
ing to His purpose.”(NIV))

Monette says her favor
ite Hymn is “Make Me A 
Blessing”, because she hopes 
to be a Blessing to those who 
encounter her.

The couple is excited to

get more acclimated to Knox 
City. Brother Vincent plans 
on working with the minis
try alliance. They have met 
some wonderful personalities 
in their month here, and will 
no doubt, know a lot more 
people in just a short time.

Monette claims if they 
“plant the seeds. God’ll give 
the increase”.

The Baptist Church 
is scheduled to host the

Community Easter program 
on March 28 at 6:30 p.m. 
also, on Easter Sunday, the 
Baptist Church Choir willl 
provide a music program at 
the 11:00 morning service.

To meet the new preacher, 
call the Knox City Baptist 
Church at (940) 657-3141, 
or feel free to attend their 
services in praising and wor
shiping the Lord on Sunday 
morning.

Julia Hardin presents the check o f earnings donated during February *s “Cutest Baby contest ” at Duckwall’s to the Knox City 
Child Welfare Board’s Treasurer, Sherry Hacker. . Justus Smart, 6 month old winner o f  the contest,helped collect the $253.96 
fo r the cause, and is presented with a $25 gift card to Duckwalls, is seen here as he is held by his proud dad, Jason Smart. 
(Photo by Tamara Smart)

L o o k in g  A h e a d
The monthly meeting of the Knox County 

Retired School Personnel will be on Tuesday, 
March 30th, at2:30 inFellowship Hall ofMunday’s 
First United Methodist Church. Jim Daniels, local 
Game Warden, will present a program about the 
various aspects o f his job. Members and guests 
are encouraged to attend.

Circle Bar Ranch is hosting a Ranch Cutting 
this Sat. March 27, 2010. Everyone is welcome 
to visit and watch at NO CHARGE! The conces
sion stand will be open, proceed go to the Truscott 
Community Building.

The Community Easter Service wilL be held 
on March28th.,at the First Baptist Church in 
Knox City. Pastor Gary Schnable from Knox City 
Foursquare church will give the message, t

Saturday At 6:00 pm the Go Kart Races will 
begin in Knox City. Come and support the local 
racers. “Dog-Pound Pit Pass” half price(for the 
little ones)! Concession will be available.

Haskell County Library, 300 North Ave. 
E., will hold a book sale Thursday, March 25th 
through Saturday, March 27th. Homs will be 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, and from 
9 a.m. to noon on SaturdayPersons are asked to 
enter at the north back door for the book sale.

Noah Project North annual dinner and silent 
auction to benefit the Noah Project will be held 
Saturday, April 17th, in the Haskell Civic Center 
with doors opening at 6 p.m. and diimer being 
served at 6:30 p.m. Entertainment will be provid
ed with a play presented by loc^ actors. Tickets 
are $10. "

Items are needed for the auction and persons

wishing to donate items may call the Noah Project 
office at 940-864-2551. Noah Project North 
served the city of Stamford and the counties of 
Knox, Stonewall, Haskell and Throckmorton.

Texas Department of Health in Stamford will 
hold an immunization clinic on Thursday, March 
25th, in the Haskell Hospital Education Building 
at 1 North Ave. N. in Haskell. Clinic times are 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. Persons 
needing more information are asked to call 325- 
773-5681.

Haskell First United Methodist Church, 201 N. 
Ave. F. will hold their annual Cowboy Breakfast on 
Sunday, March 28th, with breakfast being served 
at 7 p.m. and Donnell Brown of Throckmorton 
will bring a devotional at 8 a.m. with music being 
provided by the Wiftenboms of Haskell.
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KC AREA CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Runoff to have four polling locations

" FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH -  Knox City

Sunday Scbool at 9:45 am  * Snsday Morning Worship at 10:55 a jm. 
Sunday Eveniî  Woî hip at 6:30 pm  * Mid Week, Wed. at 6:30 pm 

FBC Sunday School, and the worskip services at 16:55 ajn. and 6:3$ pjn. 
are telecast Kve on Classic C^e, channel 6 in Knox City and O’Brien

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -  Knox City
Timothy Trtmhie, Pastor

Sunday ScfatMtl at 10:00 aan. * Ssnday Morning Worship at 11:00 
a.m.

No Sunday Evening Service

ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP-

Knox Cify
Tex Cox, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 am,»Sunday Mornwg Worship at 10:30 am, 
Sunday Evening Classes 5:00 pm, * Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 

pm. Wednesday Pr^er Warriors 6:00 pm. 
‘‘Discovering God’s Word*’ radio broadcast Sunday morniiî s on AM 

1400 The River 8:20 • 8:50 am.

FOURSQUARE CHURCH-Kttox City 
Gary A, Scbnaî , Pastw 

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:^ am.
Sunday Evening Worship at 6 pm. * Mid-Week, Wed. ed 6:30 pm. 

Mens Prayer Breakfiast 6:00 am. Wednesday Morniiî

SANTA ROSA CATHOLIC CHURCH BILINGUAL- Knox City 
Father CharlesGorantia * Deacon Ben Vasquez 

Sunday Mass at Noon

LIBERTY COMMUNITY C.O,GJ,C- Knox City
Gene Ward |r., Pastor

Sunday School • 9:45 am,»Sunday Morning Services * II am. 
Monday Evening Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

ST, JOSEPHUS CATHOLIC CHURCH -  Rhtaeiand 
Father Charles: Gorantia * Deacon Jim Novak 

Monday through Friday mornings, 8 am. Ma^
Saturday Mass at 5 pan. • Sunday Mass at 10:30 a.m.

FIRST B APTIST CHURCH ~ Benjamin
Sondt̂  School at 10 am. • Sunday Mm‘ning Worship at 11 a.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -  Benfainin
Thnothy Trimhie, Pastor

Sunday Worship at 9:30 am. * Sunday School at 10:30 am.

GILLESPIE BAPTIST CHURCH -  Gillespie
Matt I^riogton, Pastor

Snnday School at 10 am. • Sunday Morning Worship at 11 am. 
Sunday Evening Worship at 6 p.m, ♦ Mid-Week, Wed. at 6 pm,

CHURCH OF CHRIST -  Benjamin
Bible Study at 9 am. • Sunday Morning Worship at 10 am

THE BELIEVERS’ CHAPEL -  Highway 222
W.O.Sfflito, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:30 am. -  Snnday Morning Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Mid-Week. Wednesday at 7:30 pm.

O BRIEN BAPTIST CHURCH -  O’Brien
Jim Rehi, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 am. * Snnday Mmrning Worship at 11 am. 
Sunday Evening Worship at 6 pm., Mid-Week, Wed. at 6 pm, 

Sunday Mmmings OB KYRP 97.1 at 9:05 am.

WEINERT FOURSQUARE CHURCH
Rob Harrison, l^tor

1-am:;s

MUNDAY CHURCH OF CHRIST
Â bdan Picker, Pastor

........
THE CHURCH DmECTORY IS BROUGHT lO YOU 
EACH WEEK BY THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS:

Knox County voters in the Republican Primary Runoff 
April 13 will have four voting sites, one for each commis
sioner’s precinct.

There will be only one contest on the ballot -- deciding the 
Republican nominee for Supreme Court Justice Place 3. Rick 
Green and Debra Lehrmann received the most votes out of 
six candidates.

Early voting is April 5-9 at the Knox County Courthouse.

Cinco de Mayo celebration in Stamford
The Stamford Chamber vendors are invited to at- 

of Commerce will be host- tend. For more informa- 
ing the annual Cinco de tion please contact, the 
Mayo on the Square on Stamford Chamber Of 
Saturday, May 1, 2010. Commerce at 325-773- 
All food and trade show 2411.

Only those who voted in the Republican Primary or who 
did not vote in the Primary Election will be eligible to vote 
in the Runoff.

Commissioner Voter Precinct______ Place
1 8 ,7S Knox City Aging Center
2 1, 2, 7N Benjamin Memorial Building
3 6N, 3, 4 Munday Communtiy Center
4 5 ,6S Munday Community Center

G o d ’s Prom ises

Knox County 
Hospital 

657-3535

O'Brien 
Co-op Gin 
658-3631

Truscott
News

One more dash of snow hit 
us last week. It wasn’t really 
wanted, or at least no one has 
been heard to say, “I wanted 
snow.” There was plenty of 
acceptances of the sunshine 
that sent it away.

Is winter gone? You know 
what they say about only 
fools and newcomers seri
ously predicting the Texas 
weather! We know there are 
no fools living between the 
Wichita’s in Northern Knox 
County, and it’s been a long 
time since we’ve had a new
comer settle permanently, so 
I guess the prediction is we 
may or may not have more 
winter, with “more” getting 
weighed higher.

This writer needs to make 
a correction of fact.* Alex 
Mescall, our oldest grand
child, spent the last 11 months, 
not 6 months, in places far 
from Texas. It’s strange how 
our family members laugh at 
grandma’s column, but are 
quicker that most to correct 
errors in it.

Which make as opportuni
ty to remind readers that you 
don’t have to live at Gilliland 
or Truscott to make news in 
this column. You just need 
to be kin to someone who 
lives here or even someone 
who lived here 50 years ago. 
Grandchildren are especially 
welcome topics. Truscott and 
Gilliland may not be an ex
tended family, but we come 
close in the iinterest we have 
in each other.

And that gives me a chance 
to say that grandson, Alex, 
spent Sunday to Sunday on 
China creek and was led out 
on muddy roads safely by 
Grandpa Jack in his four- 
wheel drive pickup while the 
roads were still frozen Sunday 
morning, so Alex’s low slug 
car made it safely.

By Jim  Reid, Pastor 
O ’Brien Baptist Church

How full is your life? 
When I ask “How full”? I 
don’t mean, how fast, or how 
busy, but how fulfilled is

your life? Are you satisfied? 
Are you happy? Are you at 
peace? I came across a poem 
that I would like to share with 
you. It is one that is worth 
meditating upon.
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940-657-3142 

FAX 940-658-3228
‘Since 1971, Knox County’s Oldest Established Newspaper” kcnews@vaioniet.coid

The Knox County Ne-

USPS 903-920

POSTMASTER; Send Form 3579 to The Knox County News, P.O. Box 188, Knox City.TX 79529. Published weeWy, 
110 North Central, Knox City, Knox County, Texas. Periodicals postage pmd at Post Office, Knox City, Texas 79529.

MEMBER- -  
Texas Press Association' West Texas Press Association

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Knox County & O’Brien; $26/Y»ur 

W ithin Texas: $28/Year 
Ail others: $30/Year

CHRISTOPHER
BLACKBURN

Publisher

TAMARA SMART 
Reporter 

Sports Writer 
Advertising Manager

DEADLINES •^Ih e deoMine to submit 
news and advertising is 5 p.m. on Fridays. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR POUCY
The Knox County News welcomes letters to the editor on any subject. All letters must be signed m l  will be published 

with the name of the writer. Letters must include an address and telephone numberto jJiow verification. Please keep leSers to 
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1 See PROMISES page 6

Knox County Aging Services
Menus For March. To March. 5^

Jello/fruitKnox County Aging Service 
Menus from March 29*  ̂to April 2"*̂

Monday, March 29*  ̂
Salisbury Steak/ Gravy 

Rice
Steamed Broccoli 

Sliced Bread 
Cookies

Tuesday, March 30*'’
Chef Salad 

Baked Potato 
Crackers 
Cobbler

Wednesday, March 31®* 
Sliced Ham 

Sweet potatoes 
Green beans 

Hot Rolls

Thursday, April 1®*
Chili Dogs/ Cheese 

Fritos
Pork & Beans 

Dessert

Friday, April 2"“
Closed (Good Friday)

Happy Easter!!!

We could now use volunteers!!!! 
New serving time is 12 noon (in Knox 

City only!)
Alternate dessert for diabetics

Please call in your orders by 10 a.m. to 
657-3618

Orders can’t be taken after 10 a.m. and 
need to be picked up after 11:00 a.m.

Congress caused a lot of 
interest over the weekend 
over health care. All this 
write can say about the free 
spending wasys of the nation
al government that is putting 
us in debt to China is “Do we 
need to learn Chinese yet, or 
can we wait until they com
pletely own us?”

Imminent domain is com
ing to the attention of area 
land owners as information 
about electric transmission 
lines is spread at meeting like 
the one at Crowell last week.

The San Angelo Livestock 
Weekly had a September 10, 
2009 article, where the sub
ject suggested “a transmis
sion line easement has some 
land value diminishment in 
an area 2000 feet wide ad
joining the ... easement”.

Landowners are reminded 
in this article that a “wide 
range of issues can come into 
play in these imminent do
main matters and many can

become very complicated”.
It said that in dealing with 

such matters a landowner 
“will be meeting with a so
phisticated group of people 
who deal with this subject 
everyday... You are at a dis
advantage ... overcome it by 
educating yourself”

It all goes back to the old 
thought “they aren’t making 
any more land” and that in
tertwines with the thought 
“but they are finding more 
ways to use the land to which 
you hold the deed”.

Seeing so much about 
Washington D.C. recently 
was a reminder that Gilliland 
and Truscott have one of 
their own living there. Scotty 
Abbott is still in Washington 
according to his dad, Sammy 
Abbott. He is head of the 
livestock assistance program, 
which has to do with natural 
disasters and other simpler 
problems. Forgot to ask, but 
assume this is part of the

!Many tfianfryou cards Have been sent by the fam ily  o f  Mae 
Edge, however so many may not Have been recognized for their 

hindness, thoughtfulness, phone caCfs, flowers, cards, visits, fo o d M  
and  memorials. The fam ily  has made new friends as M other was 
lovingly cared fo r  at the home o f  L aN ell “Eight an d  the (Brazos 

Valley Care dfome. The fam ily  appreciates Smith Funeral 
Home as they cared fo r  our loved one w ith dignity an d  respect. 
Margaret Jinn Chafin, you are loved beyond words. Tour sense 
o f  humor as w ell as your wisdom w ill  never be forgotten. On 

March 9, 2010, our motherwent to be w ith  her heavenly father, 
but we w ill  always have her memories an d  w a i f  in her 

footprints daily. Thanfs again fo r  a ll the w onderful things you 
have done fo r  our family.
-The (DearlEdge Family 
-The Joe Flledge fam ily  

-The John (Jrindstafffamily

We H elp Treat People 
W ith D iabetes!

I f  you are over the age o f 65 and you are 
a diabetic, IntegraC are H om e H ealth has 
skilled and licensed nurses that can assist 
you and/or your caregiver with:

• Education on the diabetic disease process
• Administering and understanding Diabetic 
medications and insulin
• Education on Diabetic Diets
• Taking control of your Diabetes

Call us today,
or ask your doctor for a referral to

I n f o o r n f ’ n i nl i l i v  < I V  t i l  \
a  <r> I { f-; /K r-i

'’Partners in Health'’
9 4 0 - 8 8 8 - 3 7 4 4  

w w wJntegracarehh .com

USDA. Scotty has worked his 
way up to a top job.

Geraldine Tomanek and 
Irma Bell attended a Wichita- 
Brazos Museum board meet
ing at Benjamin last week. 
The present community ex
hibits will be taken down 
and replaced with a “school” 
theme. If you have loaned any 
items to the present exhib
its, please contact Geraldine, 
Irma, Clara Brown, or Ruth 
Lowrance about getting your 
item or items.

The school exhibits will 
stay up several months, as 
Benjamin and some other 
communities will be having 
reunions in 2010.

The museum will have 
“breakfast on the Porch at 
the museum on the Second 
Saturday in June and an ice 
cream booth at the Knox City 
Watermelon Festival later in 
the summer.

For the school exhibits an
nuals, class pictures, teacher 
photos and stories, any school 
related item would be wel
come. News about some of 
the short-lived older smaller 
schools will especially be 
helpful.

The group photos taken 
by Sheri Baty at the Gilliland 
Baptist Church Anniversary 
celebration are available by 
contacting Sheri at Knox 
City, or any member of the 
Gilliland Baptist church.

Hospital 
auxiliary 
meets 
March 17

The Hospital Auxiliary 
niet Wednesday 3/17/10 with 
nine present. Stephen Kuehler 
brought a list of needed for 
the auxiliary to consider pur
chasing. Needs included a lab 
chair for taking blood samples 
at the Munday clinic at the 
cost of $790, two thermom
eters for 192 each, and other 
equipment for the emergency 
room at the hospital for a to
tal of $4,286. The members 
chose to buy them all.

Thanks to the donations 
brought in to Pink Ladies, we 
could cover all Stephen asked 
for. We appreciate our donors 
and customers.

-Billie Walker, Reporter
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T h e  501
Named for the historic FW&D Engine 501, The 501 is always 

exactly 501 words and dashes long, whatever the topic, Welch, 
a freelance writer for Blackburn Media Group, divides her time 
mostly between Abilene and the family farm north o f Vernon.

One thing led to 
another.

That phrase sums up 
lots of scenarios. It sums 
up lives. Some days, it’s 
truer than others. Like day- 
before-yesterday.

My paid friend Terri, 
who’s been helping me 
organize my life and 
laundry-tool room, met me 
at the farm.

First we buried a dead 
possum. Maybe you think 
he wasn’t dead but was just 
playing possum. But he 
really was dead. Now he’s 
six inches under.

The possum burial was 
the last thing we did that 
didn’t lead to something 
else. Burials are like that. 
Final.

We tackled the 
organizing project next. 
Just about everything we 
did got us in deeper. Farms 
are like that.

When we relocated two 
water heaters to the tractor 
shed, we noticed a flat front 
tire on the tractor.

Terri, who’d signed on 
for housework, was soon 
lending me a helpful foot on 
the lug wrench as I used a 
pipe on the opposing handle 
to get extra leverage on the 
stubborn lug bolts. Once 
we got them all loose, the 
plan was to use the front- 
end loader on the tractor 
to raise it off the ground to 
remove the tire. I ’d raised 
the front of the tractor 
before that way by mistake, 
so why not on purpose to 
change a tire? It might have 
worked just fine. But the 
tractor wouldn’t start. Dead 
battery.

No problem. Battery 
charger to the rescue.

Problem. The 
tractor with the flat tire and 
dead battery was nowhere 
close to an electrical outlet.

No problem .We unrolled 
a coil of annoyingly stiff

super-duper electrical wire 
from the house toward the 
tractor, connecting it to 
house current and finishing 
it off with an outlet. An 
extension cord got us to the 
tractor. We plugged in the 
charger. When it hummed 
and the needle moved, it was 
like a properly functioning 
piece of beeping bedside 
hospital equipment. Better 
really.

Allow me to backtrack.
Wiring the outlet wasn’t 

easy. We didn’t know which 
wire went to the brass- 
colored screw and which 
one went to the silver- 
colored screw. I called my 
husband. A man answered.

“You don’t sound like 
my husband,” I said. “Do I 
sound like your wife?”

He said I didn’t sound 
like his wife. I still asked 
him which wire went to 
which terminal.

He said he didn’t think 
it mattered.

I called my husband 
again, paying more 
attention to digits. One 
can make a difference. He 
answered.

“Black wire to 
brass,” he said. A superior 
husband.

The wiring probably 
would have been fine either 
way, but when a project is 
largely improvisational, 
it’s nice to get something 
perfect.

Incidentally, the battery 
charged fine, but the flat tire 
is still on the tractor. My 
improvised axle support 
looks like a famous tower 
in Italy. When I think of one 
thing leading to another, 
death by tractor comes to 
mind. Too final. My idea of 
death is playing possum.

My superior husband 
also changes flats. He’s 
getting this one. He can 
thank me for loosening the 
lug bolts.

ON THE 
EDGE OF 
COMMON! 

SENSE
by Baxter Black, 

DVM

ONE MORE FOR THE TOURISTS
Moira and Clive, British tourists, had taken in the 

Arkansas attractions of Eureka Springs, the Chuck Wagon 
races in Clinton, the sale bam in Green Forest, and now 
found themselves in Ft. Smith for the Arkansas Cattlemen’s 
Association Trail Drive.

They stationed themselves along Rogers Ave. and 
watched as a group of jolly cowboys came pushing twenty 
head of rented longhorn cattle along the parade route. Clive 
was excited. He was a western movie buff. “By Jove, dear,” 
he beamed, “it’s just like Rawhide!”

He was photographing it with his digital Minolta 
Maxxum 7 when it became obvious some of the beasts were 
exhibiting unmly behavior. Amidst a choms of mooing, 
bawling and cursing, the river of cattle split! Three head 
including a big steer, a cow and a paint yearlin’ bull, turned 
at 3'  ̂ St. and struck out across Hanging Judge Courtyard. 
All Hector broke loose! Or as Clive said, “Good gracious, 
Moira! This is better than the bloody Pamplona!”

Two cowboys thundered after the renegades, shakin’ 
out their loops in hot pursuit! A large crowd of onlookers 
raced after the ruckus, snapping photos and filming the 
action for America’s Funniest Videos. The three cattle 
crashed through a constmction zone ignoring the traffic 
light, the pedestrian crossing and the warning signs. Cattle, 
horses, cowboys and tourists followed, jumping cement 
barriers, danger signs and potholes, flashes popping and 
videos whirring!

Our two cowboys trapped them in the comer of a chain- 
linked parking lot. Within ten minutes their faithful teamster 
had backed a trailer in the comer and loaded up the cattle... 
all except the bull. He had evaded them.

The chase began again, now joined by the Park Ranger 
on his 4-wheeler. “He’s down in the draw along the river,” 
he shouted as he raced by, “I’ll mn him out for ya’ll!”
Well, he did. Back through the constmction, Hangin’ Judge 
Park and the mass of tourists, amidst cheering and cameras 
flashing.

“It’s the wild west!” exclaimed Clive, “Back ‘ome 
they’ll never believe this!”

For a long five minutes our cowboys lost track of the 
bull until a straggler said, “Come look!” The whole mass 
of humanity crowded along the ridge overlooking the 
Poteau River. Halfway across, swimming like a Navajo 
mg in a Speedo, they could see the back and the head of 
the red and white spotted Longhorn bull making his way to 
Oklahoma.

Cowboy Earl took off his hat and shook his head. Then 
he heard one of the tourists with what he thought was a 
British accent say, “I say, ol’ chap, that was a smashing 
good show! When is the next performance?”

Food Pantry
The Food Pantry at the First Baptist Church in Knox City has 
changed the requirement for distributing food. At this time 
food will be given out on an emergency basis only. This change 
was made due to not getting expected supplies after Christmas. 
Please call the church at 657 - 3141 for assistance.

Sheriff’s Report
February 22- March 20 ,2010

Leal, Adam 
2/22/10
Assault/Family Violence (M-A) 
Foard County

Pond,Shanna 
2/26/10 
Theft (SJF)
King County

Eisch, Brian 
2/26/10
Fugitive from Justice (M-A) 
Baylor County

Castorena, Guadelope 
2/27/10
Violate Protection Order (M-A) 
Knox County

Steen Amanda 
2/28/10
MTR/Theft (SJF)
Knox County (Lubbock County 
Warrant)

Simmons, Katherine 
3/1/10
TBC (M-B) Knox County 
(arrested in Jones County)

Wilson, Dawn 
NO Drivers License/ 
Insurance (M-C)
Knox County

No

Sample, Charles III 
3/7/10
MTR/ Credit Card Abuse (SJF) 
Knox County 
(arrested in Fort Worth)

Peirce, John Anthony 
3/7/10
Criminal Trespass (M-B)
Baylor County

Jordon, Billy Don 
3/8/10
MTR/ Possess Certain Chemicals 
w/ intent to manufacture (F-2) 
Knox County 
(arrested in Fort Worth)

Bechtel, Michael 
3/8/10
Possession of marijuana (M-B) 
Possession of Prohibited Weapon 

'(F-#)

Foard County

Lee, Dewan 
3/8/10
Agg. Sexual Assault of a Child 
(F-1)
Foard County

Higgins, Tracy 
3/9/10
Surety off Bond/ DWI (M-B) 
Bone Forfeiture/ Harrassment 
(M-B)
Wichita County

Ramirez, Traycee
3/9/10
TBC (M-B)
Knox County

Moorhouse, George
3/10/10
DWI 3"* (F-3)
Baylor County

Campos, Neal 
3/11/10
MTR/DWI P' (M-B)
Knox County
(arrested in Taylor County)

Lee, Eric Glenn 
3/13/10 
TBC (M-B)
Knox County 
(Wichita Falls warrant) 
Martinez, Roberto 
3/15/10
MTR/Possession Controlled 
Substance (SJF)
Knox County

Tyree,Jana 
3/16/10 
TBC x3 (M-B)
Foeu-d County

Renfro, Kevin L.
3/17/10
Possession of dangerous drugs 
(F-3)
FTA/ Criminal Michief 
Foard County

Nichelson, Clemmie Jr.
3/19/10 
DWLI (M-B)
Knox County

Knox County Market Place
Help Wanted

Burrito Express is looking for 
a manager. Must be available 
M-F, 5:00 am -  12:00 noon. 
Call Mary or Ben (940) 
658-3997 or 940-256-1853 
if interested or for more 
information.

Knox County 911 is now 
accepting applications for a 
part time call taker/ dispatcher 
position. Applicants must 
be willing to work some 
weekends and holidays. Must 
have the ability to maintain 
satisfactory attendance and 
punctuality. For applications, 
please go to the 911 office 
located on the second floor 
of the Knox County Hospital. 
Position will remain open 
until filled.

Housekeeper/light cooking 
needed for K.C. man 
recovering from surgery. 8 
hrs. daily, Mon - Fri., 2 hrs. 
Sat. Permanent position. 
325-338-7207.

The City of Knox City will 
be taking applications for the 
position of swimming pool 
manager for the upcoming

season until April 1, 2010. 
Information at City Hall. 
EOE.

Certified Nurses Aide 
Positions available. Apply in 
person at Brazos Valley Care 
Home 605 S. Ave F. Knox 
City.

House For Sale

4 bedroom, 2 bath in Roch
ester on Comer lot. Living 
room, dining room, pool 
room. Fenced in Yard. Low 
price. The Call 940-743-3452 
and ask for Bobby for more 
information.

Subscribe to The  
K nox C ounty  
N ew s Today!

H ouse For Rent

Remodelled, 2 bedroom /I 
bath rent house available now. 
308 S. 3̂ ‘* Street in Knox City. 
Call (806) 543-3131.

Lost & Found

Lost puppy. 9-month- 
old female light brown 
Chihuahua. Last seen in the 
area of South 2"‘‘ & Ave. F in 
Knox City. If Found or seen, 
please call 940-658-5120.

M iscellaneous

New Business - Vernon 
Motorcycle & ATV now open 
in Vernon. Repair all types of 
motorcycles & AT Vs. Factory 
parts dealer. Located at 304 E. 
Wilbarger Street in Vernon. 
(940) 552-0353.________

For Sale

Completely Reconditioned 
Club Golf Cart for Sale. Like 
New!!! $2800. Call 940-888- 
9035 or 940-636-0762 for 
more info.

For Sale - 2000 Dodge pickup 
4x4 clean. Call 940-203- 
0099.

G arage Sale

Garage sale at the Knox 
City Mini-Mall on North 
Central Ave. Friday and 
Saturday, March 26* and 
27*. Everything Must Go- 
CHEAP! CHEAP! CHEAP!

C heck US out at
knoxcounty ne wsonline .com

CO-M ANAOER
A spm m nt DQ Hwy S3 m  N.
Exe«ilent oppoituffiiy for contiimed salary' 
growth. ResiJOMiblo, honest leader 

with people skills, E&ekgrounid 
and drug test required; smoke 
free. Linda Brown ^  80<M54-0g6$ 
or Richesoit Home O fice  940-549-5041, 
ask for lohmsie Mead9-5 M-F.
Other times leave message.

rmrs PAiumcAum utau
5 0 t0 0  a m  Saturday A pril 3, 2010

From Kn<xc Cih', Texas go north t. 9 m / te  on Hwy 6 turn left on FM 1292 go .3 miles to gate on the left.
mm m  sms nmewMVOfSALs eomsswtts

Oak dining labie and chains, recltnm , sofas, arm chairs, king sis» bedroom suite, twin bed, chest, tamps, TVs, Nice Maytag tvashes 
& Dryer, Kenroore washer & dryer. 1..a% Keamore stackable apartment siswd wash®- & dryer, Kenmore 2 door refr^erator, microwave, poo: 
table, dishes, cookware, <joih rack, grandfaih® clock, mirrors, bodes, book shelves. Bissei! & Electrolux vacuvans. Sing® sewing machine, Bel 
& Howetl projector, elesnne hcatws, fans, chrisimas trees, ornaments, turkey cooker, ice cream ftcem:, cast iron pot, shoeshme stand, treadmiil 
cieetrtc wheel chair, electric golf cart, 42 ' John Dc®c riding mower, 42' Craftsman riding mower. Snapper nding mower, Troybuiit trimme 
mow®, push mow®, wcedeat®, edger, Lawnboy garden till®, track driv«t garden cultivate, wheel burrows, garden tools, garden trail®, banc 
tools, step ladder, extension ladders, wat® hosc-s, -saw horses, floor jack, power drills, saws, sandets, rout®, windmill, 2’ aliuminum irrigaUof 
pipe, smalt trail®, Lyman rifle /  pistol loading press, 300 + <}ls of molor otl. I-ots & lots of STUITi

Ijit Growmg Dmiy
Steve Pepper <§940-3^6^028  ^  , Pepper A  Assoemtes
srpefper^ahoit.com P.O. Box 341 U 3 Ceotnl
Aut.dooeer Knox Cky, Tex!>s79S29
TV f.v oa anl,P \aSla www.peppersndessoctates.com

Lawrence Bros IGA 
206 N. Main, 

Knox City 
(940)658-3715

Date

3/15
3/16
3/17
3/18
3/19
3/20
3/21

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center •
Knox City, TX

2009 Weekly Weather Report
Temperature (F) Rainfall Snow

Low / High 
46/49 
37/56 
33/73 
31/68 
42/71 
31/42 
28/57

Total Rainfall for month 
2010 Rainfall (ytd)

inches inches 
0.25 
0.34

0.36
0.17

1.67
7.5 6.6

Resi(jential
• Very nice 4 bedroom brick residence-109 
7th Street, Rochester- Contract
• Nice 3 bedroom residence- Highway 6, 
O’Brien- Reduced
• Super nice, spacious, 3 bedroom brick with 
2 bath- on corner, 2 plus lots- cellar, pecan 
and oak trees- 621 11th Ave. in Munday
• Absolutely the best! Spacious 4 bedroom 
home. Cedar closets, beautiful fireplace, 2 
living areas and a formal dining room. 2 1/2 
tiled baths. Kitchen/breakfast area. Elegant 
interior. 3 car garage and landscaped yard. 
Prime location in Knox City. This house has

• In Ranch Country with scenic view toward
Brazos River. Brick 2 bedroom home on 
2.13 ac. D ^  brib^ave fireplaces.
Priced forV ^rlir rV la irs Ih^  restore it to 
beauty it 1 ^  aiWaysTJi^ji^ed. 7 mile west 
of Knox City on highway 222- Northside of 
road. CONTRACT

Farms/Land

• 805 Acres Haskell County/600  Acres 
cultivated/Awesome hunting
• 654 Acres Haskell County Irrigated/Pivots
• 324 Acres Haskell County Irrigated 160/ CRP
• 781 Acres Haskell County,dove,quail,wild 
hogs, turkey, tanks

Com m ercial

• Commercial Real Estate and Equipment- Knox City- $55,000
• Super nice building, fully equipped for restaurant. Endless possibilities as hunting lodge, etc. 
Located in Haskell Co. Make an offer.

y^estmark 'ReaCtors
X n o x  City 'Branch office now open!

Looking to Buy? SeCC? Caff us! ■ (940) 657-5100 
o r contact Sue Stephens (806) 777- 8923 ■ or C.TC. llnderw oocf (940) 256-4204

http://www.peppersndessoctates.com
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Brandon Bradley catches a ball and tags a sliding Piper player out. (Photo Couresy The Hounds strike out at Hamiin Pied Piper batter. (Photo Courtesy Juiie bradley) 
Julie Bradley)

G r e y h o u n d  b a s e b a l l  Se a s o n  i n  f u l l  Sw i n g

Courtesy Coach Charles 
Steele

The Knox City Greyhound 
Baseball team has started the 
season and has matched last 
year’s number of wins within 
the first week of the season. 
The Hounds opened the sea
son with a 16-2 win over 
the Northside Indians in the 
only non district game of the

season after rain forced the 
cancellation of the Bryson 
game.

District play started and 
the Greyhounds went on the 
road to play Seymour and 
came away with a 7-6 win 
in 12 innings. The next two 
games were just as tough for 
the Hounds. They lost to 
Haskell 6-1 and Hamlin 14-0.

CITIZENS BANK, N A
IlMA ÔMKUarbmrMlie 19.000

FDNrtOBM DSKCr COtfOlMN

658-3527 
Knox City ntUlKUKIM

LENDER

Burrito Express

657-4323 658-5568

V & V Oil F ield  S erv ices
^  658-3997 or 256-1853 ^

201 E Main St.

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Your hometown healthcare team.

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Munday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMS

i  MECESITAAYUDA...

una cuenta de utilidades? 

iooyadaa«

odes«

Oetenninandu raetas a realî ar «wtĉ fi«:i(SRcia de oiergia o hiunfer probrm?

Estâ  Viejo o ticoe inhahilitacî  fwobando a vi vir «n wios

Si CAXitcstasia unode laspregualas y vivcm tos cwdadosde Hâ cll, Jon^ 
Kent, Knox, Stonewall o Thiockiaorion, ^  possible listed 
ayuda de! Aapemest SnaM BssineM DevebpaMst Center, Inc.
Services Block Grant (CSBC) y fondos del Comprchensve Eneî gv,
Pn̂ ram (ClAP) estM usado por ASBIX', INC. jm  amiini^ services a la.s 
fatniiias con iitgresos t»jos. Hay un fxticeso de s^icatiti a 
el̂ Hlidad para ayTida. Llaroe usted ASBDC, INC. para mas 
tienepn̂ unlas.

(940)989-3118 o (800)7224137

DO YOU NEED H E L P ...

Paying a tdility Nil?

Gettir̂  eyeglasses or dental w«k?

Buying school dothes/supplî  for your children?

Paying an evicueai or dlsconnecttCHi notice?

Strung goals to «;i»cvc eatcrgy self-sufficiency (H" overcome poverty"? 

Because y«t are eldbiy or dis^led, trying to live on a fixed ineiMî ?

If you answered YES to any of the above (pjestions and live tn INskell, 
Jtwes, Kent, Knox, Stonewall or Tbiockmarto® erxafties, ym may be 
eligiNe for assistance from the Aapenoont S«ill Bsalaeas Developii«at 
Ccateff I»c. The Community Serviers Block Grant (CS8CJ) and tf» 
Con̂ >rehwisive Eftagy Assistance Pn t̂atn (CHAP) funds are used by 
ASBDC, Inc. to jHovide sovdixs to low-imxaae hotseliolds, Thm is an 
applic^mi fsocess to detemune eligibility for assistance, ^  call ASBDC?, 
tac. for more informatitm.

(940) 989-3530 or (800) 722-0137

This brings their overall re
cord to 2-2 and their district 
record to 1-2. Leading hitters 
for the Hounds are Zakery 
York(7-14,1 HR, .500), Jarek 
Wilde(6-14, .429), Brandon 
York(6-14, .429) and MJ 
Abila(4-13, .308). Defen
sive standouts are Brandon 
Bradley, Kyle Harrington and 
Marcell Lewis. The Grey-

SUPPBl
Charlie Pierce 

Michael St Terry Bartley

658-3559

LARSON
PHARMACY

Larry & Beth Staggs

657-3210

hound pitchers with game 
decisions are MJ Abila(l-1, 
38 Strikeouts) and Brandon 
York( 1 -1,12 Strikeouts).

Coach Steele commented, 
“We have started off this year 
showing that we are going to 
be someone that teams are 
going to have to take serious. 
Teams are having to throw 
their better pitchers against us 
because we are a better team 
than we were last year. I am 
excited about the boys atti
tude and work ethic this year. 
We are definitely headed in 
the right direction. We have 
several kids that have stepped 
up and contributed in a big 
way. MJ Abila on the mound 
and Zakery York at the plate 
are two that stand out”. The 
Greyhounds next two games 
are Roby on Tuesday and 
Stamford on Friday.

PUMPERS SUPPLY 
& EQUIPMENT 

658-3260
Backing the Hounds 

since1976

SHORTES, INC.
„«*** C om plete

^  \  O ilfield
*  % Construction

V  /  658-3576

SUPPLY
HOUSE

658-3389

PENMAN’S
SERVICES LTD

658-3513
Am AG, INC.

%mmm

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 • Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital 
Liability • Workers’ Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment
RO. Box 99 • 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099

E d w a rd jo n e s
MAHIMC OF IMVESTlNCk

Carrie S. West 
Financial Advisor

112 N. Washington 
RO. Box 408 

Seymour, TX 76380 
Bus. 940-888-1032 
Cell 940-256-0990 

www.edwardjones .com

^ A lso  replace  those worn out h e a d u n e r s! 

I Days N ights

Track News
The Knox City boys won their second straight track meet at 

Jayton on March 12th, they were the Boys Champions at the 
Rolling Plains Relays scoring 90 points.

Boys
Triple jump — 1. Derrick Coleman, Knox City, 41-7 
Shot put — 1. Blake Jones, Knox City, 39-5;
Long jump — 1. Derrick Coleman, Knox City, 20-10 1/2 
Discus — 1. Blake Jones, Knox City, 98-9 
400 relay — 2. Zach Shaver, Derrick Coleman, Marcell 

Lewis, Blake Jones, Knox City, 0:46.58 
100 — 5. Marcell Lewis, Knox City, 0:11.96 
400 — 1. Derrick Coleman, Knox City, 0:51.60 
200 — 1. Derrick Coleman, Knox City, 0:22.88 
1,600 relay — 3. Zach Shaver, Blake Jones, Chago Espinal, 

Marcell Lewis 3.50.39
"We are very proud of all of our boys for participating in 

track to better themselves as athletes overall. We have 21 
boys competing and that is very exciting. We preach to our 
kids that there is strength in numbers and they have proved 
that at the last two track meets bringing home championship 
trophies." Coach Howeth

The Hamlin baseman was a moment to slow in catch
ing the ball as Knox City Greyhound Zakery York slides 
safely into the place (Photo Courtesy Julie Bradley)

L y m E U E c m c
m ro k  CO., INC.
1011 AAoin St. • Knox City 
Jimmy Lynn • Scott Lynn 

940-658-3511

KNOX FAMILY 
.  ^WELLNESS 

# V #  CUNIC

sot news? 
Call

657-3142

Lawrence Bros IGA 
206 N. Main, 

Knox City 
(940)658-3715

CITY MOTEL
Bip and Anita

658-3541

No J ob T oo L arge j 
Or T oo Small! | 
24hr W recker  ̂

Services I

( B i n t  I

S pECIAUZING IN \
& D oor GLASS |

STRAIGHTENING. W e  CAN \
W e  unlock locked cars, j

106 North 2 nd | 

P940-658-3342 940-658-3629 K nox C ity , TX79529j

Auto, hom e, business, life , 
and health insurance. 
Specializing in oil and gas 
services.

3005 SOUTH TREADWAY 
ABILENE, TEXAS 79602 

325/695-0222 • FAX 325/695-0228 
CELL 325/725-0667 

Email: ewatson @ ebsins .com 
www.cbsins.com

ERIC WATSON

http://www.edwardjones
http://www.cbsins.com
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BENJAMI N
NEWS By Gladene Green

Micro-RNAs control alternative splicing in heart development after birth

Well, it’s happened again! 
A miserably cold, snowy 
weekend- The wind on Sat 
was terrible. Sunday was .a 
bit better, & today (Mon) is a 
gorgeous day. Never can tell 
what’s going to happen next! 
The story of Texas weather-

Better news regarding our 
ill friends. Jonnie Williams is 
feeling better after a weekend 
in a Wichita Falls hospital and 
a blood transfusion. Some 
days are better than others but 
right now she’s doing pretty 
well.

E.O. Reed came home 
Sunday night after several 
days in an Abilene hospital. 
He’s doing pretty well. Drs 
are working to get his medi
cation regulated & maybe 
when they do, he will be ok.

Fred Carver was in Abilene 
on Wed. to see his heart Dr. 
No real new problems. Just 
needs to be careful not to 
over-do anything.

And Imagean Young con
tinues to get better each day. 
Will have to be on her walker 
at least a few more weeks & 
I’m sure that it will be a relief 
to be “rid” of it, when & if she 
is able to.

Jack Young is out & about 
every day. Seems to be doing 
well- And is very thankful 
when the drs found his prob
lem when they did.

I’m sure any of these 
friends would appreciate a 
cheety note or car as they 
continue to recuperate.

Here N There
The pancake supper Tues. 

nite sponsored by the BVFD 
turned out to be a big suc
cess. Many folks met a the 
Memorial Building for pan
cakes, bacon, sausage, milk 
and coffee & a wonderful 
time to just visit friends and 
neighbors. According to the 
department members, dona
tions amounted to quite a bit- 
this is to benefit the depart
ment. The meal was cost-free 
& according to the fire chief, 
Dick McCanlies, people were 
most generous with their do
nations & they are most ap

preciative.
And we appreciate them 

in their efforts when the need 
arises.

The One-Act play practice 
continues & competition be
gins Sat. at Guthrie. WE hope 
to hear good things about our 
cast & crew after the first 
round. This year’s play is 
“Leading Ladies” & again is 
directed by Benny Grill.

Spring Break is over & 
kids & teachers are all back 
in the classrooms today. It’s 
not long now til all those last 
of school things begin bring
ing us down to the end of the 
2009-2010 school year. Those 
days will pass pretty fast.

Devon Jones, student at 
Tech was here for Spring 
Break with family Kemp, 
Beckie, Blake, Brooke & 
Kamryn & other relatives & 
fiiends.

Sydney & Lexie Mendoza 
spent a couple their Spring 
Break Days with their dad in 
Abilene.

I was in Munday Wed. 
night- 17*- for great grand
daughter, Taylor Herring, sec
ond birthday party. Taylor’s 
parents Liz & Nathan, hosted 
the “T” party in their home. 
Other than myself, grand
parents, Mike & Debbie 
Moorhouse «fe Randi Johnson, 
all of Benjamin, & Munday 
family and friends, Taylor’s 
aunts, Jessica Moorhouse of 
Abilene, & Lynn Rogers of 
Snyder also attended.

Sara Glower spent her 
Spring Break for college 
with her mom Debbie. David 
Glower, student at tech, was 
also home last weekend.

James, Stacia & Gody 
Propps were in Houston last 
week. Enjoying a few days 
R&R also Gody showed his 
pig at the Stock Show. They 
returned home Fri nite.

Lorene Powers, Gloria 
West & Betty Parker of 
Aspermont spent the week
end with Gathy Tomlinson 
in Denton & on Sun. at
tended the 90* birthday party 
of Lorene’s cousin at North 
Richland Hills.

Thanks For Reading!
The Knox County News!
Commit to the Future of Texas.
Teach. Lead.

Training offered online! Earn a Texas teaching 
certificate with the leader in teacher preparation, the 
Region 4 Teacher Certification program. If you hold a ̂ 
bachelor’s degree and would like to learn more, 
visit www.region4acp.net.

Internshiî s or -tualem te;K'hing mnsr he Cv̂ jdncted in Texas. 

£> ?i?i(tKeskw» a iUtuc*t«i>o Scr\-ice

HOUSTON -  Tiny sliv
ers of genetic material called 
micro-RNAs regulate a criti
cal event called alternative 
splicing in the immediate 
post-birth period that is cru
cial to proper development 
of the heart, said research
ers at Baylor College of 
Medicine (www.bcm.edu) 
and the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in Beijing in a report 
that appears in the current is
sue of the journal Genes and 
Development.

“In the first two to four 
weeks after birth, an infant’s 
heart undergoes dramatic re
modeling to prepare for adult 
functional requirements,” 
said Dr. Thomas A. Cooper 
(http://w w w .bcm .edu/pa- 
th o lo g y /p ro file s /co o p er. 
htm), professor of pathology 
(http://www.bcm.edu/pathol- 
ogy/index.htm), immunology 
and molecular and cellular 
biology at BCM. In the past 
his group has shown that cer
tain proteins -  among them 
CUGBPI and CUGBP2 -  are 
part of a network that deter
mines which proteins par
ticular genes make. (CUGBP 
stands for CUG triplet re
peat RNA binding protein.) 
In their latest work, they 
report on the coordinating 
role played by micro-RNAs, 
which control proteins that 
regulate alternative splicing.

Alternative splicing is a 
common occurrence crucial 
to enabling the estimated 
25,000 human genes to make 
the 100,000 or more protein 
needed to carry out cellular 
functions.

Genes, made up of ge

netic material called DNA, 
have exons that carry the 
coding sequences for amino 
acids that make up all pro
teins. However, DNA must 
be translated into messenger 
RNA (mRNA), which then 
translates instructions from 
genes to the protein-building 
structures of the cell. This 
mRNA can contain some 
or all of the coding exons. 
Variations in the makeup of 
the mRNA result in alterna
tive splicing and different 
proteins coming from the 
same gene.

“The breakthrough here 
is that while most studies fo
cus on transcription in which 
DNA is copied into RNA, it 
is now clear that genes are 
also controlled by how the 
RNA is handled in processes 
involving micro-RNAs and 
alternative splicing,” said 
Gooper. “This provides new 
opportunities for understand
ing how things go wrong in 
disease and new targets for 
potent and specific thera
pies.”

Micro-RNAs are very 
small pieces of single- 
stranded RNA no more than 
20-25 nucleotides (the small
est structural component of 
genetic material) long. They 
bind to matching pieces of 
mRNA, making it double- 
stranded. This reduces pro
duction of the corresponding 
protein.

To determine how micro- 
RNAs affect gene output. 
Dr. Auniash Kalsotra (http:// 
www.bcm.edu/pathology/ 
labs/cooper/people/kalsotra. 
htm), a postdoctoral fellow

at BGM and lead author on 
the study, and his colleagues 
deleted a gene called dicer. 
Dicer is essential to making 
all micro-RNAs. That dele
tion provided important in
formation.

“By deleting dicer in the 
adult heart, we have uncov
ered a previously unknown 
link between micro-RNA 
and alternative splicing in the 
heart,” said Kalsotra.

“This is part of a hierarchy 
of regulation,” said Gooper. 
“All of this happens after 
the DNA is transcribed into 
RNA, which contains the in
structions for making a pro
tein. “Here we show how two 
different forms of post-tran
scriptional regulation control 
genes during heart develop
ment. Ghanges in amounts of 
micro-RNAs control the pro
teins that then control alterna
tive splicing.”

The micro-RNAs are up 
regulated (increased) and the 
splicing regulators (GUGBPl 
and GUBP2) are down regu
lated (decreased),” Gooper 
said. “The increase in micro- 
RNAs causes the drop in 
GUGBPl and GUBP2 pro
teins. During the three week 
period of development after 
birth, a micro-RNA called 
miR-23a/b increases and 
binds to the messenger RNA 
that codes for GUGBPl and 
GUGBP2,” said Gooper.

The levels of those pro-
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teins decrease dramatically 
even though the levels of the 
- mRNA stays the same.

The GUGBP proteins 
regulate splicing changes. 
When their levels decrease, 
this changes the expression 
of other proteins that are key 
to heart development, said 
Gooper.

Gooper and Kalsotra an
ticipate doing further research 
on how disruption of this mi
cro-RNA activity could affect 
diseases such as myotonic 
dystrophy, characterized by 
heart rhythm problems.

Others who took part in 
this research include Drs. 
Kun Wang and Pei-Feng Li 
of the Ghinese Academy of 
Sciences in Beijing.

Funding for this work came 
from the National Institutes of 
Health, the National Science 
Foundation and the Myotonic 
Dystrophy Foundation.

Gooper holds the S. 
Donald Greenberg Ghair of 
Pathology.
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Cotton Market Weebty
A service provided by
Plains Cotton Cooperative Association

Thursday’s export sales 
report added another building 
block to an already bullish 
foundation. Cotton futures 
prices on the Intercontinental 
Exchange (ICE) rose to the 
highest prices in almost two 
weeks after a governmental 
report showed a surge in U.S. 
exports, signaling a possible 
return of global demand.

“Traders said the market 
got ‘a little push to the upside’ 
by the export sales report,” a 
trader said. “I don’t know 
anybody who was looking 
for numbers that good.”

Export sales doubled from 
the previous week to 263,200 
bales in the week ended March 
11, 43 percent higher than 
the average of the previous 
four weeks, according to 
USDA. Turkey, Vietnam, 
Thailand, and Bangladesh 
were the week’s top buyers. 
Net sales of 43,300 bales for 
delivery in 2010-11 were for 
South Korea, Mexico, and 
Indonesia.

“Of interest in this week’s 
export report was that China 
had a net cancellation of

Notice of Sale

8.700 bales,” an analyst 
said. “Some may see this 
as a reason for concern, but 
Chinese domestic prices have 
continued to trend higher this 
week. Therefore, I believe 
that it is just a matter of time 
before China returns as a 
buyer of U.S. cotton,” he 
concluded.

Export shipments of
284.700 were down 12 
percent from the prior week, 
but up eight percent from the 
previous four-week average. 
Primary destinations were 
China, Turkey, and Mexico.

With just over 20 weeks 
left in the current marketing 
year, commitments now total 
10.0 million bales of which 
6.2 million bales have so far 
been exported. In addition to 
that, there are commitments 
of half a million bales for 
shipments after August, 
many of which will be 
supplied from existing stocks 
as well. The U.S. must 
average shipments of only 
290,073 bales per week to 
reach USDA’s marketing 
year estimate of 12.0 million

Public Notice

bales.
In the spot cotton market, 

growers in Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Kansas sold 4,319 bales 
online in the week ended 
March 18 compared to the 
previous week when 1,356 
bales were traded. Prices 
received by producers ranged 
from 65.90 to 69.48 cents per 
pound versus 62.40 to 71.98 
cents per pound one week 
earlier. Many analysts are 
optimistic about continuing 
demand for U.S. cotton.

“As we all know, the 
best fuel in a bull market is 
strong demand,” a market 
observer explained. “Unlike 
in 2008, when erratic price 
movements in the futures 
market were caused by 
over-leverage and cash flow 
issues, this time around we 
actually have a firm physical 
market behind it. Although 
western economies still are 
limping along, things are 
looking quite buoyant in the 
rest of the world,” he said.

Market attention now has 
moved to USDA’s planting 
intentions report due out

i !

on March 31. According 
to many, Texas now seems 
to be the only state where 
conditions are pre-loaded for 
a great crop in 2010. With 
excellent sub-soil moisture 
reported in West Texas, and 
after a cold, wet, freezing 
winter across the country, 
farmers are hoping insect 
pressure will be minimal. 
However, the dye has not yet 
been cast. Last season, the 
crop was off to a great start 
before South Texas went 
completely dry.

“I don’t remember how 
many times I chimed in last 
fall with the old adage that ‘as 
goes the Valley, so goes the 
Nation,”’ a trader said. “In 
West Texas, where the bulk 
of the U.S. crop was, and is 
going to be produced, last 
season looked like one for 
the record books. By the end 
of harvest, however, USDA 
was largely lowering average 
yields there, something no 
one predicted during the 
entire growing season. We 
need to remember that the 
government can pencil 
estimates, but ultimately it’s 
Mother Nature who is in 
control of the outcome,” he 
cautioned.

:m  PROMISES
The Dash Poem 
by Linda Ellis

I read of a man who stood to 
speak

At the funeral of a friend 
He referred to the dates on her 

tombstone
From the beginning to the end

He noted that first came the date 
of her birth

And spoke the following date 
with tears.

But he said what mattered most 
of all

Was the dash between those 
years

For that dash represents all the 
time

That she spent alive on earth. 
And now only those who loved 

her
Know what that little line is 

worth.

For it matters not how much we 
own;

The cars, the house, the cash. 
What matters is how we live 

and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and 
hard.

Are there things you’d like to 
change?

For you never know how much 
time is left.

That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down 
enough

To consider what’s true and real 
And always try to understand

The way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger. 
And show appreciation more 

And love the people in our lives 
Like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with 
respect.

And more often wear a smile 
Remembering that this special 

dash
Might only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy is being 
read

With your life’s actions to 
rehash

Would you be proud of the 
things they say

About how you spent your 
dash?

©1996 Linda Ellis

Jesus spoke these words in John 
6: 63:

It is the Spirit who gives life; 
the flesh profits nothing; (B)the 
words that I have spoken to you 

are spirit and are life.
Live a fulfilled life in Christ!
I pray that you experience the 

love of God in every way, every 
day.

Dated March 4,2010, and issued pursuant to a judgment decree of the District Court of Knox 
County Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date in the hereinafter styled and numbered 
causes, and to me directed and delivered as Sheriff of said Court, I have on March 4*, 2010, 
seized, levied upon and will on the first Tuesday in April, 2010, the same being the day 
of April, 2010 at the Courthouse door of said County, in the City of Benjamin, between the 
hours of 10:00 o’clock a.m. and 4:00 o’clock pm on said day shall proceed to sell for cash to 
the highest bidder all of the right, title, and interest of the defendants in such suit in and to the 
following described real estate levied upon as the property of said defendants, the same lying 
and being situated in the County of Knox and the State of Texas, to-wit:

9027 Knox County Appraisal Distict v. Joe Walaski
Lot 10, Block 16, Davis Addition, City of Knox City

9110 Knox County Appraisal District v. Jerry R. Robinson a/k/a Jerry Johnson a/k/a/ J. 
Johnson
Lot 3, Block 50, Original Townsite of Goree

9173 Knox County Appraisal District v. Robert R Espinosa and Sandra Espinosa
The North 27’ of Lot 1, and all of Lot 2, Block 7, Warren Addition, City of Knox 
City

9191 Knox County Appraisal District v. Ida K. Brown, Larry Browning, Gerald Taylor, 
Donny Edward Browning a/k/a Don Browning and Charlie Lee Browning a/k/a 
Charlie Browning
The East 58’, more or less of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, Block 138, Reeves & Musser 
Addition, City of Munday
The South Vi of the East Vi of Block 39 ,Lee Addition, City of Munday, with Manufactured 
Home “Windsor”, 14x17, Label #UL10197447, Serial #ZWK801411484

9194 Knox County Appraisal District v. Jessie Nava (In Rem), Liz Nava (In Rem), Marvin 
Wheeler (In Rem) and Edith Wheeler (In Rem)
All of Lot 3, SAVE & EXERT the Southwest 50’ x 50’ and the Northeast 50’ x 50 of 
Lot 4, Block 28, Wallace Addition, City of Munday

9195 Knox County Appraisal District v. Jeanne Cooper, Brenda Comer, Leinholder (In 
Rem Only) and Shirley Dron, Leinholder (In Rem Only)
a 100’ X 115’ tract of land, more or less, out of the East Vi of Lots 1 & 2, Block 112 
Reaves & Musser Addition, City of Munday

9196 Knox County Appraisal District v. David Hunter, Carolyn Hunter and Greg Abbott, 
Attorney General, State of TexasUeinholder (In Rem Only)
The East Vi of the North Vi of Block 45, R.R. Munday Addition City of Munday

9198 Knox County Appraisal District v. S.C. Murphee, C.l. McNeil a/k/ Curtis Me Neil (In 
Rem) and Willie Richards (In Rem)
Lot 4, Block 5, Original Townsite of Vera
The South parts of Lots 5 and 6, Block 2, Taylor Addition to the Town of Vera

9199 The Knox County Appraisal District v. Ron Laney, Cythia Laney, Bay view Financial 
Trading Group, L.R., Leinholder (In Rem Only) and Bayveiw Loan Servicing LLC, 
Lienholder (In Rem Only)
The West Vi of Block 3, Original Townsite of the Town of Munday 
The East Vi of Block 3, Original Townsite of the Town of Munday

9201 Knox County Appraisal District v. Madelyn Goode Honea, Fleta Mayo, Dixie 
Bradley, Ettamae Frasier, Everett Barger, Dorothy Williams, Norris Barger, Jack 
Barger, Barbara Coffman and Dale Redding 
Lots 7 «fe 8, Block 1, Original Townsite of the Town of Goree 
The North 77-1/2’ of Lots 20, 21^223 and 24, Block 1, Original Townsite of the 
Town of Goree
Lots 9-11, Block 1, Original Townsite of the Town of Goree
Lots 20 thru 23, Block 1, SAVE AND EXERT the North 77-1/2’, Original Townsite
of the Town of Goree
Lot 6-1/2, Block 21, Elandel Addition, Town of Truscott

or upon the written request of said defendants or their attorney, a sufficient portion thereof 
to satisfy said judgment for delinquent property taxes and accrued penalties and interest and 
costs of suit and sale; subject, however, to the right of redemption, the defendants or any 
person having an interest herein, to redeem said property, or their interest therein, within the 
period of time and in manner provided by law and subject to any other and further rights to 
which the defendants or anyone interested therein maybe entitled, under the provisions of law. 
Said sale to be made by me to satisfy the judgment for delinquency property taxes and accrued 
penalties and interest rendered in the above styled and numbered cause, together with interest 
thereon and costs of suit and sale, and the proceeds of said sale to be applied to the satisfaction 
thereof, and the remainder, if any, to be applied as the law directs.

Dated March 4,2010, at Benjamin, Texas.
By Sheriff Dean Homstad
You may contact the Rlaintiffs attorney at 325-672-4870.

R ussellG ravesO utdoors
A ngel F ire - Ski L essons

By Russell A. Graves
My first morning at the Angel Fire Ski Resort started off on a bright 

note. While Kristy enrolled she and I into adult ski school while I took our 
kids and enrolled them in the all day ski camp for kids.

The kids ski camp is cool. For a single price, the resort provides all of 
their gear, feeds the kids lunch, and mentors them on proper ski technique
without parents having to be with them all day. The camp is modestly priced and kids attending are 
segregated by age groups.

My guys were split up into two groups. Bailee with the 9 year olds and Ryan with the 5 year 
olds. Both groups were essentially taught the same thing: how to ski without poles. I never really 
found out why the kids were taught to ski without poles when the adults with whom I attended ski 
school had ski poles. Maybe it is because my kids 
took to skiing like ducks to water - they caught on 
quick.

While I didn’t stay with them the whole day, 
every now and then I would catch a glimpse of 
them and their little ski buddies racing down the 
training hill and stopping by using the “pizza” 
technique. I am amazed at how well they skied 
with such little training. A low center of gravity 
and not yet old enough to have developed much 
fear makes kids ideal ski students. Seeing them in 
action, I knew that we’d just introduced them to a 
fantastic lifelong activity.

While our kids took their lessons, Kristy and I 
received expert tutelage by ski instructor and fel
low Texan Darrell Orr. Besides Kristy and I, there 
were four others in our three-hour class. While we
started as strangers, the tribulations of learning how to ski helped us all to become friends before 
the morning was over.

Like our kids^ we learned the basics of skiing like putting on skis, maneuvering across a hill, 
getting off the lifts, skiing downhill, and stopping. For me, balancing on skis was the easy part. A 
skill a little more challenging was learning to stop when I wanted to. The hardest part, however, 
was getting off the lift. It really took me until day two of skiing before I became really comfortable 
with getting off the lifts. Of the dozens of times I rode the lifts, I only fell once. The exits on the 
other times were far less than graceful.

By three o ’clock on day one, my whole gang was back together and we all skied the beginner 
slope the rest of the day. After their lessons. Bailee did well skiing and stopping but Ryan didn’t 
believe in stopping. Instead, he grinned the whole time he skied even though the speeds he reached 
made me and his mother a bit nervous. He’d eventually slide to a stop but the whole concept of 
“pizza” either escaped him or he didn’t care to use it. After all, he is a boy.
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By CHRIS BLACKBURN

Insurance reform, making sure there is coverage for all 
Americans, coverage of pre-existing conditions, blah, blah, 
blah...

Congrats on growing the government a ton?
As a business owner and an ordinary citizen, I am all for 

us taking care of one another. We are a compassionate coun
try and we don’t like seeing one another suffer.

That’s what is so disturbing about health care reform leg
islation. It was never about making sure everyone got better 
insurance or someone without coverage could get treatment.

It was about control. It was about growing the govern
ment.

I’m sure not here to defend insurance companies. Anyone 
over the age of 35 has had some issue with an insurance 
company. I guess it’s the nature of the beast.

I ’ve had excellent service and prompt payout in my insur
ance coverage and I ’ve also had t get an attorney a time or 
two to get matters resolved.

No dear reader. I’m not here to take up for insurance com
panies.

But I’m sure not on the side of the government. This en
tire process - especially over recent weeks, has stunk to high 
heaven.

The back room deals, the sneaking around the rules ... it’s 
just a sorry way to go about the people’s business.

My family has been living with my in-laws for five 
weeks. I ’ve watched my father-in-law, who did two tours in 
Vietnam, struggle to do things every day we’ve been here.

O p in io n
The Paperboy

His body is battered and broken from fighting for a country 
where the elected leaders behave like this?

The bottom line is this: Our government is growing and 
spending like never before. And now it gets to collect even 
more taxes and grow even larger.

Furthermore, Uncle Sam gets the money upfront. Years 
before the entire bill is enacted. I ’m assuming this bill is not 
settled in the Supreme Court or states use “States Rights” 
and elect out of it, but I digress.

America - we had such a great opportunity to do some
thing grand. We could have had a bill which actually had 
a positive effect for everyone. Instead, it was squandered. 
What we got was a piece of convoluted junk.

Just as the Republicans before them, the Democrats have 
let their power go right to their collective head. And just like 
the Republicans, Independent voters will likely make Demo
crats pay come November.

Independents, which put Obama in office and gave Demo
crats the majorities they enjoy so much, will continue to 
drop the hammer.

Anyhow, back to our ever-growing government. Hope
fully the vast, vast majority of you have heard of Thomas 
Jefferson, one of the Founding Fathers, the third President of 
the United States and the principal author of the Declaration 
of Independence.

Jefferson also feared the size and scope of government as 
he witnessed first hand what tyranny could do. Here are a 
few quotes from Mr. Jefferson regarding government:

I f  we can prevent the government from wasting the labors

o f the people under the pretense o f taking care o f them, they 
must become happy.

That government is best which governs least.

Were we directed from Washington when to sow and when 
to reap, we should soon want bread.

I  am not a friend to a very energetic government. It is 
always oppressive.

I  hold it, that a little rebellion, now and then, is a good 
thing, and as necessary in the political world as storms in 
the physical.

Does the government fear us? Or do we fear the govern
ment? When the people fear the government, tyranny has 
found victory. The federal government is our servant, not 
our master!

When governments fear people, there is liberty. When the 
people fear the government, there is tyranny.

Where is Mr. Jefferson when you need him?

Copyright Christopher Blackburn 2010

Christopher Blackburn is the president o f Blackburn Media Group, 
owner o f this publication.

Other Views
The Doctors of the House

House Democrats passed President Obama’s federal take
over of the U.S. health-care system, and the ticker tape media 
parade is underway. So this hour of liberal political victory is 
a good time to adapt the “Pottery Bam” mle that Colin Powell 
once invoked on Iraq: You break it, you own it.

This week’s votes don’t end our health-care debates. By 
making medical care a subsidiary of Washington, they guar
antee such debates will never end. And by ramming the vote 
through Congress on a narrow partisan majority, and against so 
much popular opposition. Democrats have taken responsibil
ity for what comes next—to insurance premiums, government 
spending, doctor shortages and the quality of care. They are 
now the mlers of American medicine.

Mr. Obama and the Democrats have sold this takeover by 
promising that multiple benefits will follow: huge new subsidies 
for the middle class; lower insurance premiums for consumers, 
especially those in the individual market; vast reductions in the 
federal budget deficit and in overall health-care spending; a 
more competitive U.S. economy as business health-care costs 
decline; no reductions in Medicare benefits; and above all, in 
Mr. Obama’s words, that “if you like your health-care plan, you 
keep your health-care plan.”

We think all of this except the subsidies will turn out to be 
illusory, as most of the American public seems intuitively to 
understand. As recently as Friday, Caterpillar Inc. announced 
that ObamaCare will increase its health-care costs by $100 mil
lion in the first year alone, due to a stray provision about the 
tax treatment of retiree benefits. This will not be the only such 
unhappy surprise.

While the subsidies don’t start until 2014, many of the 
new taxes and insurance mandates will take effect within six 
months. The first result will be turmoil in the insurance indus
try, as small insurers in particular find it impossible to make 
money under the new rules. A wave of consolidation is likely, 
and so are higher premiums as insurers absorb the cost of new 
benefits and the mandate to take all comers.

Liberals will try to blame insurers once again, but the pub
lic shouldn’t be fooled. WellPoint, Aetna and the rest are from 
now on going to be public utilities, essentially creatures of Con
gress and the Health and Human Services Department. When 
prices rise and quality and choice suffer, the fault will lie with 
ObamaCare.

While liberal Democrats are fulfilling their dream of a 
cradle-to-grave entitlement, their swing-district colleagues will 
pay the electoral price. Those on the fence fell in line out of 
party loyalty or in response to some bribe, and to show the party

could govern. But even then Speaker Nancy Pelosi could only 
get 85%. of her caucus and had to make promises that are sure 
to prove ephemeral.

Most prominently, she won over Michigan’s Bart Stupak 
and other anti-abortion Democrats with an executive order from 
Mr. Obama that .will supposedly prevent public funds from sub
sidizing abortions. The wording of the order seems to do noth
ing more than the language of the Senate bill that Mr. Stupak 
had previously said he couldn’t support, and of course such an 
order can be revoked whenever it is politically convenient to do 
so.

We have never understood why pro-lifers consider abortion 
funding more morally significant than the rationing of care for 
cancer patients or at the end of life that will inevitably result 
from this bill. But in any case Democratic pro-lifers sold them
selves for a song, as they usually do.

Then there are the self-styled “deficit hawks” like Jim Coo
per of Tennessee. These alleged scourges of government debt 
faced the most important fiscal vote of their careers and chose 
to endorse a new multitrillion-dollar entitlement. They did so 
knowing that the White House has already promised to restore 
some $250 billion in reimbursement cuts for doctors that were 
included in yesterday’s bill to make the deficit numbers look 
good. Watch for these Democrats to pivot immediately and 
again demand “tough choices” on spending—and especially 
tax increases—but this vote has squandered whatever credibil
ity they had left.

Mrs. Pelosi did at least abandon, albeit under pressure, the 
“deem and pass” strategy that would have passed the legislation 
without a vote on the actual Senate language. We and many oth
ers criticized that ruse early last week, and the House decision 
to drop it exposes the likes of Norman Omstein of the American 
Enterprise Institute and other analysts who are always willing 
to defend the indefensible when Democrats are doing it.

All of this means the Senate’s Christmas Eve bill is ready 
for Mr. Obama’s signature, though only because rank-and-file 
House Members also passed a bill of amendments that will now 
go back to the Senate under “reconciliation” rules that require 
only 50 votes. Those amendments almost certainly contravene 
the plain rules of reconciliation, and the goal for Senate Repub
licans should be to defeat this second “fix-it” bill. It’s notable 
that Democrats didn’t show yesterday for a meeting with the 
Senate parliamentarian to consider GOP challenges, no doubt 
because they fear some of them might be upheld.

Though it’s hard to believe, the original Senate bill is 
marginally less harmful than the “fixed” version, not Jeast be-
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cause the middle-class insurance subsidies are less costly and it 
would avert the giant new payroll tax. That’s the White House 
increase in the Medicare portion of the payroll tax to 3.8% that 
Democrats cooked up at the last minute and would apply to the 
investment income of taxpayers making more than $200,000.

If the reconciliation bill goes down. Big Labor and its Dem
ocratic clients would be forced to swallow a larger excise tax on 
high-cost insurance plans, and it would also forestall the private 
student-loan takeover that Democrats included as a sweetener. 
In other words, they’d be forced to eat the sausage they them
selves made as they have abused Congressional procedure to 
push ObamaCare into law.

We also can’t mark this day without noting that it couldn’t 
have happened without the complicity of America’s biggest 
health-care lobbies, including Big Pharma, the American Medi
cal Association, the American Hospital Association, the Fed
eration of American Hospitals, the Business Roundtable and 
such individual companies as Wal-Mart. They hope to get more 
customers, or to reduce their own costs, but in the end they have 
merely made themselves more vulnerable to the gilded clutches 
of the political class.

While the passage of ObamaCare marks a liberal triumph, 
its impact will play out over many years. We fought this bill 
so vigorously because we have studied government health care 
in other countries, and the results include much higher taxes, 
slower economic growth and worse medical care. As for the 
politics, the first verdict arrives in November.

Rewriting the Social Contract
By Bm WUson

“A contract lawfully made cannot lawfully be broken.”— 
Thomas Hobbes.

Last week, Moody’s issued yet another warning that the 
U.S. was “significantly” closer to having its credit downgrad
ed. In short, if interest owed on the national debt, currently at 
an annual 8.49 percent of revenue at $188 billion, rises above 
14 percent, the U.S. will lose its Triple-A credit rating.

By the White House’s own estimates, the U.S. will hit that 
dreaded market-imposed limit on sovereign debt some time in 
2014. In that year, under Barack Obama’s ten-year budget — 
which includes the unsustainable costs of ObamaCare — an
nual interest owed at $510 billion will represent 14.76 percent 
of revenue.

At that point, there will be nothing to prevent the nation’s 
credit from being downgraded — with interest rates skyrock
eting and the dollar losing its status as the world’s reserve 
currency. By then, it will be too late.

In order to avert flying off this precipice, as reported by 
Bloomberg, Pierre Cailleteau, managing director of sovereign 
risk at Moody’s in London has stated that the U.S. may need 
to rewrite its “social contract” between the government and 
the American people.

But, in truth, the nation’s social contract was rewritten de
cades ago. It was rewritten with the ratification of the income 
tax; when the Federal Reserve was established; when Social 
Security, and then Medicare were instituted; and when Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac were nationalized, and the Troubled As
set Relief Program created.

In short, it was rewritten about the time that half of Ameri
cans were removed the tax rolls, and the other half ask to pay 
their way. When the U.S. became the entitlement state.

The nation’s founding document, the Declaration of Inde

pendence, states that to secure the natural rights of life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness “governments are instituted 
among men deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed.” Fulfilling that promise, eleven years later, the 
Federal Constitution was adopted in accords with its ratifica
tion process of 9 of 13 states.

In the end, ratification was unanimous amongst all 13 states.
It was a bold experiment in republican government that 

depended, James Madison said, upon the virtue of the people. 
At the Virginia ratifying convention, he famously said that 
without it, “No theoretical checks, no form of government can 
render us secure. To suppose that any form of government will 
secure liberty or happiness without any virtue in the people is 
a chimerical idea.”

In Bantam’s introduction to its edition of the Federalist Pa
pers, Garry Wills writes that both Madison and the Federalist’s 
other author, Alexander Hamilton, “admitted that a corrupt 
people can exist, making for a government that would accom
modate that weakness.”

Now that ObamaCare is the law of the land, it is abundantly 
clear that the nation’s original social contract, based on the 
consent of the governed, has been completely revoked by the 
people’s representatives. That it has been replaced by a corrupt 
charter of redistributionism.

Far from the constitutional republic that was once designed 
to preserve private property rights, this nation has now de
volved into a tyranny of welfare recipients, who believe they 
are entitled to the wealth of others without ever earning it for 
themselves. Who justify bankrupting the many because, they 
suppose, it will only be at the expense of the few.

Overwhelmingly, the American people rejected the govern
ment takeover of health care, and yet 219 House Democrats 
chose to defy their clear will, and to instead indulge the whims 
of those who depend upon government as its willful benefac

tor.
The nation’s social contract, although it was lawfully made, 

has abruptly been revoked without amendment to the Consti
tution, the only just means of altering our free form of govern
ment. It was rewritten without any lawful referendum by the 
people of the United States.

Unfortunately, there will be a price to be paid.
Previously, Moody’s has warned the U.S. that “If the cur

rent upward trend in. government debt were to continue and 
become irreversible, the [nation’s Triple-A debt] rating could 
come under downward pressure.”

ObamaCare will cost $2.5 trillion over ten years once fully 
implemented and will most certainly add much of that to the 
debt. Unless it is repealed, it is clear that this upward trend in 
government debt will almost certainly become irreversible. 
The die has been cast.

According to Cailleteau, as the “distance-to-downgrade” 
closes, the U.S. will “have to decide what level of pain they 
are willing to accept to have a healthy economy.” This means 
painful cuts in spending to reduce the debt burden, or even 
more painful increases in taxes to pay for the unsustainable 
growth of government. Which will the nation’s representatives 
choose?

With the passage of ObamaCare, it is agonizingly clear that 
the U.S. has chosen the path of ever-higher taxes, debt, inflar 
tion, and near-certain insolvency over any limits on spending.

Congress has entered the financial Abyss willingly. And as 
the Ship of State rapidly spins to the bottom, its ability to bor
row money from overseas will deteriorate in tandem. To keep 
from taking on water, the government will increasingly turn to 
taxpayers to foot the bill.

It is then that we will learn whether a social contract 
imposed by force, rather than by consent, can be enforceable. 
Time will tell.
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The Knox City FFA, Ag 
Mechanics Teams recently 
competed in the San 
Angelo Livestock Show 
Ag Mechanics Competition 
and did very well. Bandy 
Moeller and Austin Valimont 
constructed a showed a 
winch operated, pig trimming 
table for which they received 
a Blue Award. Brittney 
Gonzales and Reagan Clark 
showed a Pickup mounted 
shooting platform, also 
receiving a Blue Award. Mike 
Wilburn also competed in the 
competition with a Chicken 
Brooder that he constructed, 
Mike received a Red Award 
for his efforts.

“The Ag Mechanics

Project Show is a wonderful 
opportunity for Students in 
FFA to showcase projects 
that they have been working 
on, and it provides an avenue 
for those students which 
might not be able to compete 
with an animal, to participate 
in a major stock show.”

In other stock show news. 
Bandy Moeller placed eighth 
withfhis Light Weight Duroc 
in the Houston Livestock 
Show this last week.

FFA Members have been 
busy since January competing 
in Fort Worth, San Antonio, 
San Angelo, Houston and 
will compete in Austin this 
week.

Pastures green up,butcom planting stilldelayed
Mike W ilburn

COLLEGE STATION - - 
Warmer weather and sunshine 
dried out fields in parts of 
the state, allowing farmers 
back into fields, according to 
reports from Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service personnel. 
However, some parts of the 
state received more moisture, 
which continued to be a mixed 
blessing.

Com planting was spotty 
in some areas, particularly 
central Texas, and farmers 
were unable to take full 
advantage of the added 
moisture to pastures and 
wheat because they couldn’t 
get into the fields to fertilize. 
But the moisture, where there 
were warmer conditions, 
greened up pastures and 
relieved the strain on stressed 
hay supplies.

High winds came to the 
Far West region, which was 
another mixed blessing. The 
wind dried out soils, allowing 
farmers to do fieldwork, 
but it also dried out grasses, 
increasing the danger of 
wildfire.

“With most hay supplies 
wiped out, producers are 
grateful for the warmer 
temperatures,” said Aaron 
Low, AgriLife Extension 
agent in Cherokee County, 
south of Tyler. “Warm-season 
grasses are beginning to 
germinate. Ryegrass fields 
are doing well with warmer 
temperatures and recent 
rainfall. Most producers are 
waiting on fields to dry up so 
they can begin fertilizing.”

“No com has been planted 
due to wet conditions,” 
said Derek Scasta, AgriLife

Extension agent in Navarro 
County, Corsicana. “This 
puts com growers two weeks 
behind the ideal planting 
date at this stage. This may 
cause a shift in acres to grain 
sorghum and cotton. Wheat 
and oats have made significant 
progress.”

“We finally got a few 
clear, warm days without 
rain and the producers were 
finally able to get some com 
planted,” reported Jared 
Ripple, AgriLife Extension 
agent in Williamson County, 
south of Temple.

“Weather conditions for 
most of the week have been 
much improved in terms of 
temperature and sunshine,” 
said Mark Currie, AgriLife 
Extension agent for Polk 
County, east of Huntsville. 
“Green-up of pastures is 
still slow due to cool night 
temperatures. Many producers 
are completely out of hay and 
are hopeful grazing will be 
soon. In the meantime, they 
are feeding (protein) cubes, 
purchasing hay and whatever 
reasonably price method of 
feeding they can find to get 
by until grass comes on.” 

“Very windy conditions 
this week with extreme fire 
danger,” reported Jesse Lea 
Schneider, AgriLife Extension 
agent in Presidio County, 
south of Fort Davis. “The 
loco weed (locoweed — one 
word)- crop was continuing 
to grow quickly and in large 
numbers. There were some 
reports of nonnative yearlings 
consuming the weed and 
suffering the results. Most 
cattle were on supplemental

feed and consuming large 
amounts of mineral.”

The following summaries 
were compiled by AgriLife 
Extension district reporters:

CENTRAL:_______ Some
producers were able to plant 
com. It was hoped that others 
will be able to plant this week 
before another rainfall. Other 
producers were considering 
shifting to grain sorghum and 
cotton. Wheat and oats have 
made significant progress. All 
stock water tanks were full. 
Cattle producers were feeding 
less hay thanks to warmer 
weather. The spring calving 
season was under way.

COASTAL BEND: Fields 
began to dry out, and farmers 
were busy planting and 
applying fertilizers. Com 
planting neared completion; 
sorghum planting was well 
under way; and cotton 
planting began. Warmer 
days and nights raised soil 
temperatures. Rangeland 
conditions improved. Forages 
were still in short supply, 
and most producers found 
supplemental feeding was 
still necessary.

EAST: Weather improved 
with warmer temperatures 
and more sunshine. Pastures 
began to green up from the 
warm days but the process 
was slowed somewhat by 
cool nights. Soils were very 
wet in most areas which has 
prevented producers from 
fertilizing pastures. Some 
parts of the area were drier, 
and producers were preparing 
hay meadows and pastures 
for the planting of improved 
forages. Cattle remained in

beef producers
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Brittney Gonzales
fair to good condition. Feral 
hogs continued to damage 
pastures as wet conditions 
drove them out of low-lying 
areas to higher ground.

were mostly mild with winds 
gusting up to 60 mph. Wildfire 
danger was very high. There 
were some reports of cattle 
getting sick on locoweed. 
Farmers were preparing 
fields for cotton and chile 
planting with furrowing and 
pre-planting irrigation. Where 
possible, they also applied 
fertilizer and herbicide. 
Spring wheat emerged with 
good stands. Alfalfa was 
growing slowly but was fully 
out of dormancy. Fall-planted 
ohions were at the fourth-leaf 
stage. Growers were irrigating 
pecans.

NORTH:__Soil moisture
levels ranged from adequate to 
surplus. Some areas received 
more rain last week, which 
was unfortunate as many 
fields were already saturated 
and some had standing water. 
There were a couple of reports 
of hail. Continued wet weather 
made pastures a muddy mess, 
so farmers still could not get 
into fields to prepare for com 
planting. Where possible, they 
were fertilizing hay fields. 
Longer days and warmer 
temperatures seemed to help 
plants begin to wake from 
winter dormancy. Winter 
wheat was in poor to fair 
condition and could really use 
some dry days and sunshine. 
Feral hogs continued to be 
a major problem. Livestock 
was in fair to good condition, 
and producers continued 
supplemental feeding. With 
the warmer weather, ryegrass 
finally showed a little growth. 
Trees were starting to bud, and 
grass was greening up. Peach 
trees looked good. Rangeland 
and pastures were in poor to 
fair condition.

PANHANDLE:______The
weather varied greatly. Warm 
days were followed by snow.

which was followed in turn by 
warm and windy conditions. 
The more northern counties 
received snow on two separate 
days. The western part of the 
district received as much as 8 
inches of snow. Farmers began 
preparing for spring planting 
where fields dried out. Wheat 
showed growth, and producers 
were waiting for conditions to 
dry out further so they could 
apply fertilizer and spray for 
weeds. Beef producers were 
still providing supplemental 
feed as hay supplies ran low.

of the past week was sunny 
with high winds, which 
helped dry out fields and 
allowed the rapid growth 
of wheat. Field scouting 
showed wheat was in the first 
hollow-stem stage of growth. 
Pastures were beginning 
to come out of dormancy, 
causing livestock producers 
to breathe a little easier as hay 
supplies were low. However, 
some producers continued to 
provide supplemental feed to 
livestock. Cattle on rangeland 
and wheat remained in 
good shape. Cotton farmers, 
-encouraged by good soil 
moisture, were planning for 
the spring planting, plowing 
and listing fields, but were 
a long way from actually 
planting. Weeds were 
becoming a problem in fields.

SOUTH:__Soil moisture
levels conditions were good 
across most of the area except 
for the far northwest comer. 
Milder temperatures enabled 
producers to do some field 
work. Producers irrigated 
wheat, onions, spinach, 
cabbage and oats in the western 
part of the region. Planting 
of grain sorghum and cotton 
was expected to increase 
soon in the eastern counties. 
Rangeland and pastures began 
to show signs of growth, and 
the condition of livestock 
improved accordingly.
Producers were still providing 
some supplemental feed to
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low Jesus’ command to share 
the gospel “throughout the 
nations” for the next hun
dred years. Ronnie Simmons 
closed the service with prayer 
and blessed the noon meal. 
Everyone enjoyed a tradi
tional Texas meal of brisket, 
beans, and salads, catered by 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lee Baty 
and Rick Moeller of Knox 
City. An array of desserts 
were prepared by the ladies 
of the church.

The second service began 
at two o’clock with the open
ing hymn “Victory in Jesus” 
led by Jerry Bob Daniel. Rev. 
Marq Brockett opened in 
prayer. Bro. Matt Harrington, 
pastor of Gillespie Baptist 
Church, presented ̂  the 
Gilliland Church history 
highpoints. Rogers Lankford 
of Electra performed “Rise 
Again” for special music.

Former pastors were rec
ognized with Dick Williams, 
H. B. Graves, Matt Harrington 
in attendance. The Bratton 
family filled two pews as they 
represented

Terry Bratton’s years as 
pastor. A time of remem
brances was offered and many 
people shared special memo
ries and anecdotes of life 
in Gilliland over the years. 
Unable to attend, Gladys 
Meeks sent a letter by her 
family sharing her thoughts 
and wishes.

Lyndle Reeves brought a 
unique arrangement for spe
cial music. The song is called 
“The Old Country Church”. 
Lyndle sang the verses and 
choruses from wonderful old 
hymns were sung by the con
gregation after each verse. 
From the expressions on each 
face, it seemed as if  no one 
wanted this special time to 
end.

Bro. H. B. Graves brought 
a heartfelt message encourag
ing Christians to join “hands” 
together in love to offer Jesus 
to the world. Kenneth Carroll 
closed the service with prayer 
and the congregation sang 
“God Be With You Til We 
Meet Again”.

New friendships began 
as easily as a handshake or 
a hug. Old friendships were 
rekindled with a smile and a 
memory. All of these people 
gathered together for more 
than just singing hymns and 
listening to preaching. They 
came to share their lives, their 
love and their grace with each 
other.

livestock.
SOUTH PLAINS: Daytime 

highs were in the upper 
50s and 60s with nighttime 
temperatures in the upper 
40s. Heavy winds stirred up 
dust, which was followed 
by freezing drizzle turning 
into snow. Soil moisture was 
adequate. Producers continue 
to prepare for spring planting. 
Winter wheat was fair to good 
and continued to mature. 
Pastures and rangeland were 
in fair to good condition. 
Livestock were mostly in 
good condition.

date rainfall was close to twice 
the long-term average. The 
soil moisture profile is full, 
and the region was beginning 
to green up as temperatures 
became more moderate. 
Spinach, cabbage, potatoes, 
onions, lettuce, wheat and 
oats were making full use 
of the moisture conditions 
and cool weather and were 
making excellent progress. 
Com planting was completed, 
and sorghum planting gained 
momentum. The harvesting of 
spinach, cabbage, broccoli and 
carrots was ongoing. Ranchers 
continue to concentrate on 
calving, lambing and kidding.

WEST_______ CENTRAL:
Daytime temperatures were 
much warmer but nights were 
cool. A few counties reported 
rainfall. Soil moisture levels 
were very good, and small- 
grain crops were doing well. 
Wheat was about ready to 
head out. Rangeland and 
pasture greened up. Producers 
slowed supplemental feeding 
of livestock significantly. 
Fmit trees were starting to 
bud. Growers began pmning 
and applying herbicides.


