
As Reported by . . .
Stormie Meriwether,
Eleventh Grade Student

STORM REPORT

Merely Mustard
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Kelton  2020-2021 School Calendar
Aug. 10-14........................................................ Staff Inservice
Aug. 17......................................................First Day of School
Every Friday (unless other wise scheduled)............................
...................................... COVID/Health/Safety/Reserve Days
Sept. 24................................................. End of First 6-Weeks
Sept. 25............................................................ Staff Inservice
Sept. 28...................................Beginning of Second 6-Weeks
Nov. 5............................................... End of Second 6-Weeks 
Nov. 9..........................................Beginning of Third 6-Weeks
Nov. 23-27.............................................Thanksgiving Holiday
Dec. 17................................................. End of Third 6-Weeks

/End of First Semester
Dec. 21-31................................................Christmas Holidays
Jan. 1........................................................New Year’s Holiday
Jan 4................................................................. Staff Inservice
Jan. 5........................................ Beginning of Fourth 6-Weeks
Feb. 5............................................................... Staff Inservice
Feb. 18...............................................End of Fourth 6-Weeks
Feb. 22.........................................Beginning of Fifth 6-Weeks
Mar. 15-19.......................................................... Spring Break
April 6-7...........................................................STAAR Testing
April 8.................................................... End of Fifth 6-Weeks
April 9............................................................... Staff Inservice
April 12.......................................Beginning of Sixth  6-Weeks
May 4-7..................................................STAAR Testing Days
May 11-13...............................................STAAR Testing Days
May 20................... End of Sixth 6-Weeks/Last Day of School
May 21.............................................................. Staff Inservice
June 1-11............................................... COVID Service Days

(Continued Page 3)

By David Erickson
Press Pass Sports

Wheeler running back 
Hesston Marshall ran for 
2,521 yards during his junior 
year in 2019. [David Erickson/ 
Press Pass Sports]

Marshall’s 2019 season—
Yards: 2,521; Carries: 234; 
TDs: 30; YPC: 10.7

Wheeler’s main Mustang 
Hesston Marshall galloped 
for a Texas Panhandle-best 
2,521 yards rushing, while 
leading his team in every of-
fensive category during an 
incredible junior year in 2019.

He left every opposing 
coach scratching his head af-
ter ball games on Friday night 
however, when talking to the 
soft spoken, humble, explo-
sive running back, his favorite 
number from last season was 
10. 

That’s the number of wins 
Wheeler racked up on the 
way to a Class 2A Division II 
regional round finish. 

“I’m all about wins,” said 
Marshall, who added 346 
yards receiving with another 
two scores last year. “That’s 
my main concern. We’re a 
team, and I can’t run with-
out an offensive line. I can’t 
make all the tackles. There’s 
11 guys on the field and we 
all have one goal. That is win-
ning, and I love doing that 
most.”

That selfless attitude goes 
well beyond the field for the 
senior-to-be. Not only is he 
the ultimate teammate in any 
sport he plays, but he’s the 
ultimate teammate for the 
Wheeler community.

Marshall bleeds black and 
gold. His dad, Mark, and his 
uncle Mack, played for great 
Wheeler teams of the 1990’s. 

For the past two years Mar-
shall, who will turn 18 years 
old at the end of this month, 

Please, turn off your stove, 
pull up a chair, and relax. This 
newspaper doesn’t weigh 
enough that holding it would 
inhibit relaxation. Last week 
in the Times I saw a quote 
attributed to Gilbert Ches-
terton that read: “Music with 
dinner is an insult both to 
the cook and the violinist.” I 
thought it was a pithy quote 
and wondered what impelled 
Mr. Chesterton to make that 
statement. I also began to 
ponder the quote and couldn’t 
find an argument against it, 

In 2002, Panhandle 
Groundwater Conservation 
District (PGCD established 
a scholarship  program for 
graduating seniors through-
out the District. The appli-
cants are required to write a 
500-1000 word essay on a 
topic chosen by PGCD and 
to enroll as a fulltime student 
at the college of their choice 
the fall semester immediately 
following selection. Also they 
must maintain at least a 2.5 
college GPA. A committee of 
three board members and a 
staff member select the win-
ers.

The student awarded first 
place receives a $4,000 
schlarship second place re-
ceives $3,000 and third place 

2020 PGCD Scholarship Winner

Alex Davis

Hesston Marshall

David L. Gilmer
Graveside Aug. 8

David L. Gilmer, 74, of Bris-
coe passed Monday, August 
3, 2020 in Amarillo.

Graveside services were 
10:00am Saturday, August 
8, 2020 at the Gageby Cem-
etery with Robert Meller, of-
ficiating. Arrangements were 
under the direction of Carmi-
chael-Whatley Funeral Direc-
tors of Canadian. 

David Leon Gilmer was 
born in Tucson, AZ to Ed-
ward Leon Gilmer and Eddie 
Maurine Miller Gilmer.  He 
was raised in the Wheeler, 
TX area.  David served with 
the US Army in Viet Nam 
and then served with the Re-
serves until 1971.  He married 
Winnie Smith on September 
1st, 1967; they were married 
52 years.  

He worked as a tool pusher 
in the oilfield. While staying at 
the Veterans Community Liv-
ing Center David flourished 
and enjoyed participating 
in all activities. His favorite 
things included singing, at-
tending church, dominoes, 
talent shows, exercising, BIN-
GO, telling incredible jokes 
and learning new things. He 
served as the Resident Coun-
cil President while in the CVC 
and found great joy serving 
his community in that way. 
David always had love to 
freely give others. His legacy 
is one of selflessness, com-
passion and friendship. Ev-
eryone who knew him loved 
him dearly. He loved God, his 
family and his country he so 
proudly served.  He enjoyed 
a close relationship with his 
children and grandchildren.  

David was preceded in 

David Gilmer

Wheeler County Commissioners’ Court

$49,690 Spent for Roof Repair at County Jail

receivs $2,000. The scholar-
ship total is paid out over four 
years. PGCD”s topic this year 
was: ‘Imagine a day without 

(Continued Page 2)2019 DISTINQUISHED SERVICE AWARD: At the Com-
missioners’ Court meeting August 10, 2020, Judge Hefley 
presented Wheeler County Historical Commision Chairman, 
Ada Lou Lester, with the 2019 Distinguished Service Award. 
This is the sixth year for the local group to receive this award. 
Pictured (l.to r.)  Leroy Meriwether, Suzanne Lohberger, Ada 
Lou Lester, Rhonda Meriwether and Ken Baxter.

ZERO HOURS LOST DUE TO ACCIDENT: Judge Hefley 
receives the Texas Association of Counties Risk Manage-
ment Pool Zero Lost Time Award for 2019. Wheeler County 
employees have lost to work time due to accident. The award 
is presented at the Wheeler County Commissioners’ Court by 
County Treasurer Renee Warren. 

Marshall’s Dedication Runs Deeper 
Than Wheeler Mustang Football

has followed in his family’s 
footsteps serving on the vol-
unteer fire department. 

(Continued Page 2)
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The Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC) supports 
County Historical Commis-
sions (CHC) across the state 
as they work to preserve cul-

tural and historic resources. 
The THC administers the 
Distinguished Service Award 
(DSA) Program to honor 
CHCs that go above and be-
yond to fulfill their preserva-
tion mission.

The WHEELEER COUN-
TY CHC has been awarded 
a DSA for the 2019 year of 
service. This annual award 
affirms WHEELER COUN-
TYCHC appointees for man-
aging well-rounded history 
and preservation related pro-
grams that enrich Texas com-
munities. The county com-
missioners court-the CHC’s 
governing body-will work with 
the CHC to determine the 
best way to present the DSA 
certificate and publicly ac-
knowledge CHC appointees 

Wheeler County Historical Commission’s

Distinguished Service Award

or say that in any way I dis-
agreed with it, at least in prin-
ciple. After all, if the meal in 
question were good, why 
should anyone pay attention 
to the music? And if the music 
were good, why should it be 
muddled with the act of eat-
ing? Both the dinner and the 
music deserved the fullness 
of one’s attention, and to di-
vert attention from either was 
a disservice to both the one 
who prepared the food and 
the one who performed the 

The Commissioners’ Court 
of Wheeler County, Texas, 
met in regular sessions on 
Monday, August 10, 2020, 
at 9:00 a.m., in the Commis-
sioners’ Courtroom of the 
Wheeler County Courthouse 
at 401 Main Street, Wheeler, 
Texas, to consider prior bills 
and discuss matters of mu-
tual concerns.

At 9:00 a.m. Wendy Haz-
zard and Tommy Meek, Tex-

as Agri-Life Extension Agents 
gave Extension Updates.

At 10:00 a.m. Court re-
convened to address the 21 
items on the agenda.

• The minutes of previous 
meetings were approved as 
read.

• The reports of the County 
Officers were accepted.

• There were no Budget 
Amendments to be consid-
ered.

• Two Budget Transfers 
were approved.

• Several Line Item Trans-
fers were approved by the 
court.

• There were no Wheeler 
County Policy Manual chang-
es to be considered.

• No action was taken on 
the Burn Ban.

• Judge Hefley presented 
the Wheeler County Histori-
cal Commission with the 2019 

Distinguished Service Award. 
Only 26 of these awards were 
presented out of the 254 
county in Texas.

• County Treasurer Renee 
Warren presented Judge He-
fley with Texas Association of 
Counties Risk Management 
Pool Zero Lost Time Award 
for 2019. Wheeler County lost 
no time due to accident in the 
year 2019. 

• The court voted to allow 
county employees under the 
county’s insurance policy to 

add or subtract dependents 
from their coverage and/or 
the deductible.

• No action was taken on 
11.

• Sherry Jones, District 
Clerk announced the ap-
pointment of Nichole Mock 
as County Auditor by District 
Judge Steve Emmert. The 
appointment was approved 
by the county.

• The County Auditor’s sal-
ary was set at $81,932.50.

(Continued Page 2)
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— Photo by Stormie Meriwether, Wheeler Times Photographer

Congratulations, Alex Davis 
on receiving the Panhandle 
Groundwater Conservation 
District $3,000.00 Scholar-
ship.

— cwe —
Hession Marshall received 

recognition in Press Pass 
Sports.

— cwe —
I planted a tree in the back 

To the Editor
The Wheeler Times
Wheeler, Texas

Dear Editor,
 As a member of the Wheel-

er Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC) I would 
like to respond to your photo 
and caption in the Wheeler (Continued Page  3)

Times dated August 6th, 
2020, regarding the sidewalk 
project for downtown.

The idea and plans for the 
sidewalk project date back 

Dear Friends, My parents 
get a magazine called Pan-
handle Groundwater. It was 
a surprise at first to see Alex 
Davis’ picture! Then I found 
out that he won a scholarship 
for writing an essay. That’s 
Alex!  He can do anything. 
Congratulations, Alex! Finally 
I had my last appointment at 
the orthodontist. Harwell and 
Cook, thanks for my smile! 
Now I have a new dentist. His 
name is Dr. Kyle Chambers. 
He is in Pampa right beside 
my orthodontist. He is awe-
some! His hygienist, Andrea, 
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Old Time Gospel Music
KPDR-FM, 90.3

. . . In Wheeler
Sun.: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

The store for all your 
needs: 

Prescriptions, Gifts for 
your loved ones.

Baby Shower (BOY)
Name: Ilene Butler & 

Hunter Boone
Date: August 26, 2020

Baby Boy
Caleb & Kristine Gaines

shower date 9-5-20

Hyland’s Pharmacy
Downtown Wheeler — 826-5561

Send Us Your
Child’s
Picture

w/Name,
Age, Parents

& Grandparents

No Charge!
wtimes@windstream.net

For all your . . .
Insurance Needs, See

Eastern Panhandle
Insur. Agency, Inc.

206 N. Madden
Shamrock

806/256-5401
•Auto •Home •Life •Health

•Commercial •Bonds

Send Us Your
Child’s
Picture

w/Name,
Age, Parents

& Grandparents

No Charge!
wtimes@windstream.net

For all your . . .
Insurance Needs, See

Eastern Panhandle
Insur. Agency, Inc.

206 N. Madden
Shamrock

806/256-5401
•Auto •Home •Life •Health

•Commercial •Bonds

In God We Trust!

“Be careful 
about reading 
health books. 
You may die 

of a misprint.”                
Mark Twain

KIDS AND ART CARE continuing to fulfill their promises from 
their 4th of July Art Gallery sales! Here they present Wheeler 
Fire Department representative, Ken Daughtery with the freshly 
cleaned ceremonial US and Texas flags as well as new and 
better new ones! Thanks Wyatt and Bexley Tignor and Stratton 
Lee for your help. Lucy Ruth Moudy supported with her art but 
didn’t want in the firetruck! Lee Ann Hillhouse, Kids and Art Care 
along with our community support has been blessed by all of 
you!!! We sincerely appreciate everything you do!!

It has been so busy in the li-
brary the last month!  Kids are 
coming in with their folks and 
looking at books and playing 
with each other.  Adults new 
to our community and older 
citizens are coming in check-
ing out things.  The computer 
has been busy making cop-
ies of return school informa-
tion and we are excited to be 
here to help our students out 
with that.  Children’s books 
have come in and out pretty 
fast also! We had a wonder-
ful person donate Books on 
CD and now our selection is 
so full that we are going to 
have to enlarge our storage/
viewing station!  That is great 

news!  We have had several 
people bring in books that 
have completed collections 
that we only had a part of and 
I want to express my Thanks 
for that!  There was quite a bit 
of money saved because of 
those gifts to the library.   

All in All it has been a won-
derful summer with lots of 
folks coming in checking out 
the books or just browsing 
for old times sake.  Wanted 
to share some of our new 
book names with you for the 
last couple of weeks, some I 
think you would really enjoy.  
We have: 28 Summers, Fir-
ing Point, Deadly Touch, Near 
Dark, Guest Years, Coast to 
Coast Murders, Dark Side, 
Hawk and so on.  We have 
lots of children’s books com-
ing: From Hero to Zero, Mid-
dle School books, Treasure 
Hunters Books, Fly Guy, Tree 
house Selections, Big Nate, 
Mastermind books.  So you 
see there is lots to see and 
discover.  

REMINDER: Please return 
your books!  We have folks 
who are over due a few weeks 
and some several months.  
We need those books back in 
the library for others to read.  
We do have a drop box on the 
South Side of the library so 
please deposit them there if 
you don’t have time or want to 
come inside.  Thank You!

You will notice we have 
installed a new sign on the 
East Library Main Door of the 
building.  My husband asked 
me if I was starting a Bar & 
Grill...MEN!  Anyway, every-
one has enjoyed it so far and 
are able to see it from the 
street.  Thank you all for the 
comments!

Vicki L. Ferguson/Librarian

Linda Laycock
Broker, ABR,

GREEN, SRES. E-PRO
806.662.1312

— Let us list your Real Estate —
Larry Hadley

Assoc.
806.662.2779

Tisha Calhoun
Assoc.

806.440.4153

Pampa MLS  www.panhandleplainsrealty.com  Amarillo MLS

 Linda Laycock
Broker, ABR,

GREEN, SRES. E-PRO

806.662.1312

Boost your immune 
system this school 
year! Come see us for 
vitamins and immune 
boosters!

• County Auditor, Nichole 
Mock, was appointed as the 
person responsible for calcu-
lating 2020 Tax Rates.

• The 2020 Tax Rate Cal-
culation work sheet was pre-
sented by Nichole Mock and 
approved.

• The court approved 
$49,690.00 for the repair of 
the roof at the Wheeler Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

• B&G Electric Co. was paid 
$5,954.37 for running con-
duit for fiber optic at Wheeler 
County Law Enforcement 
Center.

• The court approved a con-
tract with Grant Works for Tx-
DOT’s CTIF Program.

• The Resolution to adopt 
TXDOT’s “ Standard Specifi-
cations for Construction and 
Maintenance of Highways, 
Streets and Bridges (Novem-
ber 2014)” and “Roadway De-
sign Manual (July 2020)” for 
projects under this program. 

• The court adopted the 
Proposed Tax Rate for 2020-
21 at 0.52316; the same as 
last 2019-20.

• The bills in the amount 
of $163,641.38 were paid 
by the court for the period 
07/23/2020 to 08/06/2020.

Comm        (from Page 1) 

Gilmer       (from Page 1) 

death by his parents; a son, 
David Gilmer II; 2 sisters, 
Carolyn & Millie Gilmer.

Survivors include wife, 
Winnie Gilmer of Briscoe; 2 
daughters, Julie Shields and 
husband, John, of Canadian 
and Tonya Finsterwald and 
husband, Bill, of Mobeetie; 
4 grandchildren, Brandon 
Finsterwald and wife, Mag-
gie, of Stillwater, OK, Mad-
die Shields & Katie Shields 
of Canadian, Adley Gilmer of 
Wheeler; 1 great-grandson, 
Jack Finsterwald of Stillwa-
ter, OK;  daughter-in-law, 
Shannon Gilmer of Wheeler; 
1 sister, Tillie Snelgrooes & 
husband, Daryl, of Ft. Cobb, 
OK, 3 brothers, Mark Gilmer 
and wife, Sue Ann, of Wheel-
er, John Gilmer and wife, Jan 
Renee, of Dallas, Tom Gilmer 
of Amarillo.

Memorial may be made to 
Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch, 600 
SW 11th Ave., Amarillo, TX 
79101-3228

for their dedicated service.
“The THC could not save 

the real places that tell the 
real stories of Texas without 
county historical commis-
sions,” said THC Executive 

Director Mark Wolfe. “The 
Distinguished Service Award 
honors these vital partners 
that preserve our state’s his-
tory every day, and WHEEL-
ER COUNTYCHC is a de-
serving recipient for its local 
leadership and efforts.”

Texas CHCs provided more 
than 444,000 volunteer hours 
in 2019, which is an in-kind  
donation  to the state valued 
at more than $11 million. The 
THC assists more than 200 
CHCs through  programs and 
services that preserve Texas’ 
heritage for  the education, 
enjoyment, and economic  
benefit of present and future 
generations. The THC’s advi-
sory role to CHCs is outlined 
in the Texas Local Govern-
ment Code, the statute that 
enables county commission-
ers courts to establish CHCs. 
The volunteer appointees, as 
directed by county officials, 
initiate and conduct programs 
that preserve the historic and 
cultural resources of Texas.

The THC received 185 
CHC annual reports for the 
2019 year of service and 
79 of those CHCs were ap-
proved for a Distinguished 
Service Award. A list of 2019 
DSA winners  and  a  digital  
copy of  this  press release 
template are provided here: 
thc.texas.gov / informa tion-
2019-dsa-winning-chcs. 

For more information about 
CHCs in Texas, visit thc.tex-
as.gov/chcoutreach or con-
tact the History Programs Di-
vision at 512-463-5853.

Award       (from Page 1) 

water. What would the im-
pacts be? Describe in great 
detail impacts and conser-
vation strategies that would 
need to be implemented for 
survival.

PGCD had thirty applicants 
this year and it is proud to an-
nounce MacKenzi Miller of 
Panhandle, Alexander Davis 
of Wheeler and Richard Judy 
Jr. of Amarillo as the top three 
winners of PGCD’s scholar-
ship. 

Alexander Daivs is the 
second place winner. He is 
the nephew of Linda Davis 
of Wheeler. Davis graduated 
from Wheeler High School 
with a 3.87 GPA. He plans to 
attend West Texas A&M Uni-
versity to study Communica-
tion.

Davis          (from Page 1) 

“I’ve been a volunteer fire-
man for two years,” Marshall 
said. “I started when I was 
16 years old. My dad (Mark) 
has been on the volunteer fire 
department for 25 years, and 
my brother (Urrick) has been 
on there for six years now. My 
grandpa (Darrel) was a fire-
fighter and his dad was a fire 
chief. It’s a family tradition.”

Marshall has an app on his 
phone, and is alerted when 
he needs to go on a fire call. 
Even as recent as a month 
ago, he said he’s had to deal 
with some pretty intense situ-
ations.

“We’ve had some crazy 
fires,” Marshall said. “Last 
month there was a wild fire 
over in Kelton. It burned a big 
section of land, probably over 
600 acres. It took us about 
three hours to get it under 
control because the wind kept 
going different directions. 
Those aren’t the funnest to be 
around but It’s what we do.”

Wheeler head coach Chris 
Evans uses Marshall as an 
example when talking about 
character, discipline and be-
ing a perfect teammate. Ev-
ans said it’s the Wheeler 
upbringing that has made 
Marshall the upstanding 
young man he has become.

“This community means a 
lot to Hesston and his fam-
ily,” said Evans, who is 24-14 
entering his fourth year as 
Wheeler’s head coach. “It’s 
not just Mustang football or 
basketball, but his dad (Mark) 
is on the school board, and 
they are all volunteer firemen. 

It’s a point of pride to be in-
volved in this community.”

Evans is also grateful to 
have his main horse in his 
backfield for another season. 

“He’ll be the first to tell you 
that his offensive line does a 
great job opening holes,” Ev-
ans said. “Hesston is always 
quick to give credit. But ob-
viously when he gets in the 
open field look out because 
he’s hard to get your hands 
on.”

Marshall    (from Page 1) 

Wheeler County
COURT RECORDS

List of instrument filed in the 
Wheeler County Clerk’s office 
from August 3, 2020 to August 
7, 2020.
AUGUST 3, 2020
QCMD-Mitchell Family Trust 
to First United Pentecostal 
Church Mangum, Oklahoma, 
7-28-20, Sec. 31, Blk. A-8, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
MODIFICATION AMEND. DT-
Pandun Oil Ltd. to Amarillo 
National Bank, et al, 5-24-20, 
See Instrument.
CONVEY. and BILL of SALE-
Tommy R. Vascocu to Red 
Bird Minerals LLC, 7-27-20, 
Sec. 6, AB&M Survey; Plus 
Any Other Min./Roy. Interest 
in Wheeler County.
DEED-Michae l  S tephen 
Galmor to Kenneth Campbell, 
et ux, 7-29-20, 7.15 acs. 
Sec. 64, Blk. 17, H&GN Ry. 
Company Survey.
HEIRSHIP AFF.-Robert Orris 
to Charles F. King, 7-29-20, 
Sec. 23, Blk. M-1, H&GN Ry. 
Company Survey.
MEMO. TRUST MERGER 
AGREE.-Otis C Coles Jr 
Credit Shelter Trust, et al to 
Otis Calvin Coles III Trust, et 
al, 7-14-20.
MD- Otis C Coles Jr Credit 
Shelter Trust, et al to Otis 
Calvin Coles III Trust, et al, 
7-14-20, Undivided Overriding 
Royalty Interest in Sec. 51, 
Blk. 23, H&GN Ry. Company 

(Continued Page 5)
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News, Views & Comentary
KPDR-FM, 90.3

WHEELER, TEXAS
Weekdays: 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.

Trey Thomas
trey thom@hotmail.com
(405) 823-7407

 Thomas Fencing Services
Removal & Installation of Agriculture & Commercial

Fencing
Welding—Pipe Entrances and Corrals

V. L. CONCRETE
Wheeler, Texas

Experienced — Free Estimate
Your idea or mine!

Victor Loera                 806.216.2826

Illuzion Elite 
Dance Studio 
(Formerly known as The Rock, 

now under new Ownership)  
Shamrock, Texas

REGISTRATION 
AUGUST 15 6:30-8:30 pm 

Wheeler swimming pool 
Bring a swimsuit and sign up for dance classes! 

Lyrical, Contemporary,
Hip Hop, Jazz, Jazz Heels, 

Acro, Technique, etc. 
Yoga and dancercise classes for adults!

Merely      (from Page 1) 

music (not to mention the one 
who was incompletely enjoy-
ing both). It seemed to me 
that at its essence, the quote 
was a denunciation of multi-
tasking.

I must confess that I have 
spent plenty of time experi-
menting with multitasking, 
and my experience with mul-
titasking is what has led me 
to determine that Mr. Ches-
terton was correct when he 
made that quote. Multitask-
ing offers the appearance of 
increasing efficiency and de-
creasing the total time spent 
on a series of tasks, by per-
forming or completing more 
than one of them at a time. 
I have found that promise to 
be illusory. If I am not concen-
trating on what I am doing, I 
tend to do it poorly, or less ef-
fectively than if I were giving 
it my attention, and some of 
what I do is only of marginal 
quality to begin with; I can’t 
afford to allow the quality to 
sag any further. Have you 
ever locked or unlocked a 
door and walked off, leaving 
the keys in the door lock? Or 
perhaps you have removed 
them from the door lock and 
put them in a jacket pocket, 
and considered them lost an 
hour or two later when they 
were not in your pants pocket 
where they should be. I have 
committed both of these fol-
lies more times than I would 
care to know. They are the 
effect of insufficient attention 
being paid to what I was do-
ing, and insufficient attention 
is the effect of multitasking. 
Many times I thought I would 
save time by reading some-
thing I was either required to 
read, or desired to read, while 
I ate a meal. This is especially 
tempting if eating alone rather 
than with company. But the 
result is that I derive limited 
enjoyment and benefit from 
both the meal and the read-
ing material when they are 
consumed in this manner. Yet 
the temptation to engage in 
such multitasking remains, 
despite the evidence that it is 
counterproductive.

Perhaps the human brain 
has a tendency to overesti-
mate its capabilities. After all, 
people all tend to think their 
thinking is correct, but the 
impossibility of everyone’s 
thinking, varied as it is, being 
correct, is the strongest evi-
dence that our thinking is of-
ten flawed. But another cause 
of the multitasking phenom-
enon is our hyper-connected, 
supersonic (I’m exaggerating 
a bit) lifestyle. Cell phones, 
computers, the Internet, 
email – all of these develop-
ments have increased the 
things calling for our attention 
throughout the day. And each 
of these tools individually can 
be very effective at increasing 
our efficiency. But when they 
begin to stack on top of each 
other, ineffectiveness arises 
as we cascade from ineffi-
ciency to inefficiency as more 
devices are employed.

When was the last time you 
felt lost in what you were do-
ing, in a good way? Focused 
and consumed by it, and re-
ally experiencing it with your 
senses? I would wager that 
that experience was not had 
while multitasking. I know I do 
my best work, and perhaps 
my only good work, when my 
attention is unencumbered by 
other things. I believe this is 
intuitive when it is given ad-
equate thought, but it is one 
of those lessons that seems 
to remain out of reach until it 
is learned the hard way, by 
trial and error. I have found 
that when I feel as though 
my wheels are spinning and I 
am not getting anywhere, and 
I’m having very little to no fun 
doing so, it is because I am 
scatterbrained or in an atten-

SUNRIST AT THE RANCH: Jack Helton recently posted this 
picture on facebook Those who receive the paper online can 
appreciate it in color.

to a 2015 strategic planning 
meeting facilitated by the Pan-
handle Plains Regional Plan-
ning Commission (PPRC) to 
help identify the needs facing 
our community and to devel-
op the goals and objectives to 
accomplish these needs.

The necessity, planning and 
process to set up this meeting 
was reported in our EDC min-
utes for several months prior 
to the meeting itself. These 
minutes are published by you 
in the Wheeler Times, as are 
all EDC and City Council min-
utes.

The results of the strate-
gic planning meeting and 
the progress in setting and 
achieving the goals set from 
the meeting have been regu-
lar discussion points in EDC 
meetings and minutes. Which 
again, you publish in the pa-
per.

My question to you is, in 
reporting on EDC and City 
Council meetings regarding 
this 5 plus, yearlong project, 
if you had questions or con-
cerns why wait until the work 
has begun to voice those 
concerns?

You mention in your caption 
that Xcel could straighten the 
poles, or a local contractor 
could replace sidewalks. You 
apparently see the need for 
these upgrades and repairs, 
but what have you done to 
call attention to the need oth-
er than a single critical head-
line?

You criticize the use of tax-
payer monies to repair the 
sidewalks, but have you done 
the research as to how many 
feet of sidewalk need to be 
repaired? And how many feet 
of repairs and upgrades sales 
tax money would actually pay 
versus the amount of money 
the grant is paying for? There 
are strict guidelines for use of 

Letter        (from Page 1) 

tion-diverted state, and often 
this correlates to when I am 
trying to do too many (which 
means more than one) things 
at once.

A final argument I would 
make against multitasking 
is the insecurity it evokes in 
us when it is done by others 
on matters that pertain to us. 
Would you feel comfortable if 
your accountant was prepar-
ing to meet the IRS on your 
behalf, if the accountant was 
playing solitaire while pre-
paring? How about if your 
plumber were talking on the 
phone while working on sew-
er lines? Or if a delivery driver 
were reading a paperback 

while driving to the delivery 
site? We don’t want our ac-
countants multitasking; we 
don’t want our plumbers mul-
titasking; we don’t want our 
attorneys multitasking; and 
we most certainly don’t want 
our surgeons multitasking. 

sales tax money, and we do 
our best to leverage every 
dollar, in this case, we knew 
that we could get a significant 
amount of the work paid for 
using the CDBG (grant) and 
EDC is responsible for a 30% 
match. Without the grant, this 
project would not be happen-
ing.

I believe I can speak for 
all the people who serve on 
these boards, such as EDC 
and City Council, we do not 
offer our time and efforts for 
self-promotion.  We are work-
ing to make Wheeler a bet-
ter community. We strive to 
be good stewards with what 
we have been blessed with. 
If you do not believe that 
we, as board members and 
elected officials, are not do-
ing the best job possible, then 
I challenge you to step up and 
become involved. Put your 
money where your mouth is, 
so to speak, and not sit back 
and idly criticize the hard 
work and efforts these people 
have made with inflammatory 
headlines after the fact.

Wheeler EDC Board Mem-
ber,

Dale Kidd
On behalf of EDC Board 

Members:
Ben Ed Hillhouse, Presi-

dent
Jack Helton, Randy McCur-

ley, John Hankins and Yvette 
Venzor

The EDC Board Meetings 
follow Open Meetings guide-
lines, they meet the 2nd Mon-
day of every month at 7 pm 
at City Hall, and welcome 
anyone to attend to voice 
their comments, concerns or 
ideas.

Facts:
o   “City Council” approved 

EDC funds, which is collected 
from local sales tax dollars.

o   “all this money” EDC 
agreed to a 30% matching of 
the total grant(s), not the full 
cost of the project. The CDBG 
(grants) are only available to 
those that apply, otherwise 
the grant money goes else-
where.  

o   “a local contractor” the 

bids were open to locals; if 
going at it individually, the in-
dividual business would have 
to pay for it themselves as 
well as get permission from 
TX Dot and the city VER-
SUS with the grant, none of 
the businesses are paying 
directly for the sidewalk im-
provements, the project gives 
cohesive look to the entire 
block, the project follows ADA 
guidelines, and a lengthy list 
of other details that we are 
willing to discuss with anyone 
that needs further education 
on the project.

o   Xcel can straighten the 
light poles. Would that not 
require replacing? Are you 
certain that what’s buried 
underneath is secure/sturdy 
enough to just be straight-
ened? If they are to be re-
placed AND a grant is willing 
to include lighting, can we 
not look into upgrades or im-
provements that can add aes-
thetics to our downtown?

o   “tax payers money” this 
is vague and for the sake of 
argument, you are correct, 
but it could be misleading. 
The entire project is a form 
of taxpayer money, but is not 
limited to the city of wheeler 
taxpayers.

o   Our EDC Director is will-
ing and able to help with any 
questions or fact checking for 
the (2) CDBG (grants), the 
one for Main Street is pend-
ing and details have not been 
finalized. There will be anoth-
er open public meeting when/
if grant is awarded.

Editor’s Response
I appreciate the letter. We 

publish City Council minutes; 
Commisisioners’ Court min-
utes and Wheeler School 
Board minutes. “We also 
publish legal notices, and we 
call meetings to the attention 
of our readers from time to 
time”.

I was at the presentation of 
the sidewalk project now un-
der way; there was fair atten-
dance. I was the only one at 
the meeting on the discussion 
of the Main Street project.

I was on the council when 
a proposal was made to up-
grade the sidewalks on the 
400 block of main. I cannot 
find the articles in the paper, 
so I do not know the date. At 
that time, The highway de-
partment would require par-
allel parking on both sides of 
Farm-to-market Hwy 2473. 

To the east of the two parking 
lanes and two lane highway 
was a curb to separate park-
ing for the west side of the 
courthouse, similar to what 
we have on the north side of 
the courthouse at this time, 

separating Hwy.152 from 
courthouse parking. We did 
not propose any change to 
the highway grade.

Note: Parallel was required 
on the 100 block of West 
Oklahoma.

cleaned my teeth. She was 
very kind and gentle. I re-
ally miss Dr. Mike and Becky 
(Crockett).

We have the final answer. 
I am staying home and do-
ing school online. I don’t think 
everyone will wear a mask. 
I hope everyone stays safe. 
Go Mustangs! That’s it!

Storm        (from Page 1) 
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WANT ADS/
LEGAL 

NOTICES
   Sell it through a Classified in 

THE WHEELER TIMES!
$6 for the first 20 words; 35c 

for each additional word.
Legal Notices: 35c per word.

Chad Helton Owner
896-826-5759

714 W. Okla. Ave.
Wheeler, TX 79096

Across
1 .  Dermato log is t ’s 
concern
5. Feedbag morsel
8. Sub finder
13. All excited
14. Compete (for)
15. Footnote word

35. Facial hair
39. Rand McNally book
41. Property divider
42. Fishing or diving
45. Australian runner

58. Kind of network
62. Kind of artist
64. Hot temper
66. Pastrami purveyor
67. Rotten to the core
68. Graze
69. Plum variety
70. Take the honey and 
run
71. ET’s ride
72. Distinctive flair

Down
1. “Yes, ___”
2. Lecher’s look
3. Found’s partner

4. Self-concern
5. In general
6. Put on TV
7. Choppers, so to speak
8. Employment benefit
9. Cousin of a bassoon
10. Puppy’s bite
11. Mature
12. Museum piece
16. Algebra or trig
21. Diplomatic building
23. Christmas season
26. Drop in on
27. Doing nothing
28. Thin nail
29. Baptism, for one
30. Experienced
32. Asylum seeker
36. Prefix with knock or lock
37. Ponzi scheme, e.g.
38. Roll call reply
40. Church niche
43. Pen
44. Massage target
45. Goof up
46. “X-Men” villain
50. Walk laboriously
51. Garage occupant
52. Mark
53. “__ we meet again”
55. Goodbye
57. Campbell’s product
59. Not imagined
60. Pond dweller
61. Bank claim
63. “___ bad!”
65. Battle of Britain grp.

17. “The Sun ___ Rises”
18. Before, of yore
19. Linking verb
20. One’s specialty
22. Kindergartener
24. Intoxicated
25. Major wreck
27. Eczema symptom
28. Thorny bush
31. Pie crust ingredient
33. Barbecue offering
34. A pint, maybe

47. Driveway surface
48. Lip-___
49. Honky-tonk
51. The chills
54. BlackBerry accessory
56. Coffee holder
57. Husky burden

Chad Helton, Owner
806-826-5759

714 W. Okla. Ave.
Wheeler, TX 79096

Bowie • Canadian • Childress • Dalhart • Littlefield • Olton 
• Memphis • Wheeler • Wellington

Your
Partners
in

Progress
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Any erroneous reflec-

tion upon the character, 
standing or reputation of 
any person, firm or cor-
poration, which may ap-
pear in the columns of 
this paper will be gladly 
corrected upon due notice 
being given to the editor 
personally at the office at 
Wheeler, Texas.

Canadian
Redi-Mix, Inc.

. . . for all your Concrete
Needs!

806-323-5379

`New 3 bedroom 2.5 bath 
townhomes for  lease in 
Wheeler, TX. Call 972-989-
8019. 8-24rtn

——————————
“Deluxe Inn and Route 66 
Inn of Shamrock TX is hir-
ing for housekeeping job 
for full-time and part-time. 
Please apply in person at 
800 E 12th St  Shamrock TX 
79079”                   8/13-20cg

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) today an-
nounced a new annual survey 
of farmers, ranchers and pri-
vate forestland owners. The 
survey will help USDA un-
derstand what it is doing well 
and where improvements are 
needed, specifically at the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
Natural Resources Conser-

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for Improvement

yard in the area where the 
water drains. It was about 
12” before I hit dirt with some 
moisture.

— cwe —
We had some bad news 

and some good news this 
weekend. 

— cwe —
We discovered the Sonata 

was burning oil; it measured 
2.5 quart low.

— cwe —
We took it to the dealership 

and learned a new engine is 
covered by Hyundai; one of 
the three years they have had 
engine problems.

— cwe —
What a relief that was. We 

also learned there was 10,000 
remaining on Jennifer’s war-
ranty when she bought it; we 
also had a separate policy on 
it.

— cwe —
Seth got enrolled at Kelton 

last Tuesday, due to the un-
certainty of OKC schools. He 
is looking forward to getting 
to continue art and participate 
in Robotics.

— cwe —

Chat            (from Page 1) 

WELL-BORE ASSIGN./BILL 
of SALE-Nexus BSP LLC to 
Crest Resources Inc., 8-29-19, 
Sec. 61, Blk. A-7, H&GN Ry. 
Company Survey.
C / C  C E R T I F I C A T E 
CONVERSION-FourPoint 
Energy LLC to FourPoint 
Energy LLC, 7-29-20.
C / C  C E R T I F I C A T E 
INFORMATION-FourPoint 
Energy LLC to The Public, 
7-29-20.
AUGUST 7, 2020
No Recording

Court          (from Page 2) 

STATEMENT of OWNERSHIP-
Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs to Allen 
Ray Mitchell, 7-28-20.
DEED-Doug Adams, et ux to 
Ryan McNeil, et ux, 8-4-20, 
0.74 of an ac out of SW/4 
Sec. 4, T&NO Ry. Company 
Survey.
RDT-BOKF NA to Britt Aaron 
McCarter, et ux, 7-30-20, See 
Instrument.

Survey; Plus All Other Min./
Roy. Interest in Wheeler 
County.
AUGUST 4, 2020
CEMETERY DEED-City of 
Shamrock to Cleo Vick, 7-22-
20, Spaces 1-4, Lot 39, Blk. 
L-2, Shamrock Cemetery.
ROW-Dust in Puryear to 
Greenbelt Electric Cooperative 
Inc., 7-13-20, N/2 S/2 Sec. 28, 
Blk. A-3, H&GN Ry. Company 
Survey.
ROW-Richard Devuyst, et 
ux to Greenbelt Electr ic 
Cooperative Inc., -- -- --, 
Sec. 48, Blk. A-5, H&GN Ry. 
Company Survey.
AUGUST 5, 2020
DEED and ASSIGN.-Walter 
L. Farrington Jr. (Estate), et 
al to Farrington Energy Ltd., 
7-22-20, All Grantor’s Interest 
in Wheeler County.
AUGUST 6, 2020
DT-Matthew D. Moore, et ux 
to Capital Farm Credit FLCA, 
8-3-20, NW/4 Sec. 3, AB&M 
Survey.
HOMESTEAD DESIGN.-
Matthew D. Moore, et ux 
to The Public, 8-3-20, See 
Instrument.
RDT/RVL-Jerry D. Hefley, et 
ux to William Tye Armstrong, et 
ux, 7-31-20, Lots 9 & 10, Blk. 
37, Original Town, Wheeler.

vation Service (NRCS) and 
Risk Management Agency 
(RMA). 

A selection of 28,000 pro-
ducers will receive the survey 
over the next few weeks, but 
all farmers are encouraged to 
take the survey at farmers.
gov/survey.

“We want to hear from our 
customers so we can learn 
what we’re doing right and 
where we’re missing the 
mark,” Under Secretary for 
Farm Production and Con-
servation Bill Northey said. 
“Good data is critical to good 
decision-making. The more 
responses we receive, the 
better we can understand 
what we need to do to im-
prove our services to Amer-
ica’s farmers, ranchers and 
private forestland owners.”

This survey is part of the 
President’s Management 
Agenda. It requires High Im-
pact Service Provider agen-
cies across the federal gov-
ernment, including FSA and 
NRCS, to conduct annual 
surveys to measure and re-
spond to areas needing im-
provement. 

“We recognize producers 
and our staff may be experi-
encing a lot of change in how 
they interact with USDA,” 
Farm Service Agency Admin-
istrator Richard Fordyce said. 
“This is a good time to check 
in with our customers.”

“We will use this input to 
help improve the delivery of 
our conservation programs 
as our sister agencies will do 

for their programs.” Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice Chief Matthew Lohr said.

“We’re about our custom-
ers,” Risk Management 
Agency Administrator Martin 
Barbre said. “RMA works to 
provide producers with crop 
insurance policies that meet 
their needs and we need to 
know where we can improve.”

The survey consists of 
20 questions and takes ap-
proximately 10 minutes to 
complete. Responses are 
confidential, and individual re-
sponses will be aggregated. 
The survey will be open for 
at least six weeks and will be 
closed once USDA receives a 
30% response rate.

Learn more and take the 
survey at www.farmers.gov/
survey.

Cornerstone Church recently held a Youth Camp in Wheeer.

West side of the Squre

I want to be like a caterpil-
lar:  eat a lot, sleep for a while, 
and wake up BEAUTIFUL.

 
My wife just stopped and 

said, “You weren’t listening, 
were you?”  I thought, “That’s 
a pretty weird way to start a 
conversation.”

 
You haven’t experienced 

true heartbreak until you’ve 
been thinking about leftovers 
all day and then you come 
home to find someone ate 
them.

 
At my age, rolling out of 

bed in the morning is the easy 
part. Getting off the floor is a 
whole other story.

Uses for Dawn
CLEANING THE KIDDIE 

POOL
Plastic wading pools can 

get very gunky, very fast. 
Dump the water, then scrub 
the pool with Dawn and a 
sponge. More potent clean-
ers like bleach will weaken 
and dry out the plastic in the 
sun.

LAUNDRY PRE-TREATER 
FOR OILY STAINS

For oil-based stains such 
as lipstick, grease, butter, mo-
tor oil, cooking oil, and some 
pen inks, simply apply some 
Dawn dishwashing liquid di-
rectly to the stain and scrub 
with a small brush or tooth-
brush until the oil is removed, 


