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Dear Rea.ders.

As Editor of this paper, I
have had the privilege of
accompanying you and your
community through part of
2003.

“It’s a good time to be
involved in Baird,” someone
told me when I first started
this job. “Good things are
going to happen here.”

It is striking how hard the
people of Baird work for their
community. Times have not
been easy since Sept. 11
2001 for anyone. A slow
economy, Federal cuts, State
cuts”... and political
decisions in general have
come home to Callahan
County citizens.

But ways to continue were
found, and groundbreakings
for new businesses as well as
grants for local projects were
part of the positive aspects of
2003 for Baird.

At the Baird schools,
students excelled in
academics and sports, and
also helped with many
community projects.

One thing I'll not forget is
the way Baird rallied behind
their own when local
servicemen and women were
called to serve in Iraq.

Carol Baird at the Whistle
Stop CafE and personnel at
City Hall gathered photos and
information about family
members, friends, and
acquaintances serving in the
military. These were hung in
many shop windows
throughout the town, and
updates were printed in the
newspaper.

Elementary school
children hung yellow ribbons

along the streets. The
servicemen and women
became Baird’s heroes.

The year closed with
another highlight - the
Christmas Village. This
enchanting Christmas event
was the result of turning a
vision into reality, and the
working together of many
community citizens.

[t’s hardly any wonder that
Baird received a Community
Achievement Award in 2003
from Texas Midwest
Community Network - a good
omen for the coming year!

Happy New Year!

Margaret Hetrick
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PoLITICAL
CALENDAR

The following candidates
have authorized this newspa-
per to announce their inten-
tion to run as candidates for
the Spring Primary Election.
State Senate Dist. 24
Troy Fraser
(Reelection)
(Pd. Pol. Advertisement)

Bdll‘d ngh studentq w ho

many more, made the year what it was for the town of Baird, Texas.
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excelle(l in L
tary School activities, and Baird High top sport competitors were all part of the year 2003. They, as well as

lL, [~ ield Days, Easter Egg Hunts, Support for local projects, ‘Elemen-
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Nicki Harle Files For Commissioners Court Holds
House District 53 Race

Baird resident Nicki Harle
announced on Thursday, Dec.

18,2003 that she has paid her

filing fee at the State Repub-
lican headquarters to secure a
spot on the ballot in the race
for Texas House of Represen-
tatives in District 53.

Last filing date is Jan. 2,
2004,

Harle will run against in-
cumbent District 53 Repre-
sentative Harvey Hilderbran
(R-Kerrville) in the Republi-
can primary on March 9,
2004.

Hilderbran, who was first
elected to the House in 1988,
announced earlier that he will
seek re-election in 2004.

Callahan County lies on the
northern tip of Dis.rict 53, a
[ 5-county district including
Crockett, Sutton, Schleicher,
Real, Kerr, Kimble, Menard,
Mason, Llano, San Saba,
McCullock, Concho,
Coleman, Runnels,
Callahan.

Nick Harle announced her

and

candidacy as Republican
nomince for State Represen-

tative in District 53 in No-
vember.

Since then, the 55-year-old
area community devetopment

leader and 30-year resident of

Baird, said she has traveled
more than 25,000 miles meet-
ing the citizens of all commu-
nities in the 15 counties and
learning of the issues that she
will be asked to address at the
State Capitol.

“I have been listening to
District 53 residents from all
walks of life, and I am hear-
ing what they are saying,”
Harle said.

Nicki Harle is executive di-
Texas Midwest
and

rector of
Community Network,
currently serving on the gov-

erning board of the Office of

Rural Community Affairs
(ORCA).

As landowners, Nicki and
Rob Harle are members of the
Texas Farm Bureau and Texas
& Southwestern Cattle Rais-
ers Assn. Rob Harle 18 a vet-
erinarian and
Callahan County Veterinary
Clinic.

owner of

Callahan County Cominis-
sioners held their last sched-

uled open court meeting of

the year on Dec. 22, 2003.

The agenda included the
review and signing of minutes
of previous meetings, and
public comments.

A discussion/approval of a
Contract for Professional Ser-
vices with Allison, Bass &
Associates, L. L. P. to provide
necessary legal services to
successfully complete all pro-
cedural steps outlined in
Chapter 258 of the Texas
Transportation Code, H. B.
117 was also on the agenda.

The Contract was ap-
proved.

A discussion regarding the
approval of setting regula-
tions on County Roads was
held, as well as the approval
of a Family Protection Fee.

Setting regulations on
County Roads was tabled to
be taken up at a future date.

The Court approved a Fam-
ily Protection Fee of $15,
which will be charged by the
District Clerk on each divorce

case liled.

Last 2003 Scheduled Meeting

The Court discussed the
mutual aid agreement with
cities and WCTCOG (West
Central Texas Council Of
Governments).

The Court reinstated the
Burn Ban in Callahan County,
and approved the payment of
bills.

The next scheduled Com-
missioners’ Court Open
Meeting is Jan. 12, 2004.
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HAPPY NEW
YEAR - 2004!
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2003 - The Life
Changing Year

By Viola M. Payne

The Year 2003 is winding
down in Callahan County.
Christmas tinsel is still
waving in the north wind, but
soon it will be packed away
for another season. Only tim.2
can sort out the strange year
that is passing from us, with
it mlxture of tnumph and
tragedy :

There were a number of
world-class news stories
reverberating this year - so
many that we can only hit the
high spots. More and more
our lives are touched by
events that happen far away.

To begin with, January,
2003 started out rather
quietly. As usual, we were
expecting some kind of icy
spell right after the first of the
year, but we got through that.
And of course, the
Republicans were in charge in
Austin, but hadn’t they
promised to do better than the
Democrats?

Many citizens were
looking forward to the
inauguration of Rick Perry as
Governor - that handsome
fellow from West Texas.

Also, the 78" Legislature
was due to go into sessioz and
deal with school finance and
try to scare up some cash to
make up for deficit spending.
How did the describe that - a
$10 billion shortfall?

Then a war with Irag was
looming, with President
George W. Bush giving
Saddam Hussein deadlines to
disarm.

But that war shouldn’t take
that long - we could whip
Hussein in no time. Look

what we had accomplished in
Afghanistan. And the people
of Iraq would surely be glad
to see us - wouldn’t they
welcome a chance to live in a
democracy?

So January went off about
as planned. Then the morning
of Feb. 1 rolled in warm and
serene, a welcome pre-spring
day.

Some people planned to
watch the Shuttle Columbia
return to earth after its 16 days
in orbit. It was carrying seven
astronauts and the results of
scientific experiments.

continued inside ....

please see 2003
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Call Margaret for all your local

happenings and up to date news 254-

629-

1707

Callahan County Star
888-227-1708

or 254-629-1707

FAX 254-629-2092
telegram @eastland.net
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Baird Bear’s Varsity Football team players were determined to move forward, and brought the |

Bears to the area Class A playoffs in 2003.
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Mid - 2003 Sales, Taxes Reported

CALLAHAN COUNTY--
All industries:

The 265 outlets (up five
over a year earlier) had gross
sales (All industries) of
$17,449,389, down -.05 over
the same period of 2002 when
total sales were $17,541,881.
Of the six-month total,
$77,403 was subject to use tax
and $6,785,424 was subject to
state sales and use tax.

Callahan mid-year Retail

Trade Sales:
" The 138 oulTets (down one
from 2002) had grass sales of
$10,880,739, up 11.6 per cent
over the same six month pe-
riod of 2002. Of the total,
$11,733 was subject to use tax
and $5,242,615 was subject to
sales and use tax.

EASTLAND COUNTY --
All Industry six-month totals:

The 489 outlets (down from
499 in 2002) had total all in-
dustry sales of $137,959,222,
up 5.8 per cent over the same
period last year when
$130,26,148 was reported. Of
the total, $1,245,216 was sub-
ject to wuse tax and
$19,729,718 subject to sales
and use tax.

Eastland Retail Sales first
six month totals:

The 254 outlets (down two
from a year ago) had total
gross sales of $49,235,004 up
7.4 per cent from a year ear-
lier.-when gross sales were
$45,833,773. Of the total,
$307,013 was subject to use

Callahan County
(Baird) Star
Classifieds

——— — —

City and Rural Rides is accept-
ing applications for a part-time
Driver to work in Callahan
County. Must have or be will-
ing to obtain Class B CDL
with passenger endorsement.
If you are interested in obtain-
ing an application or for fur-
ther information you may call
(325) 625-4491 or 1-800-710-
2277 or come by our office at
2310 S. Concho, Coleman,
TX. Drug and Alcohol testing
is a condition of employment.
Applications will be accepted
until January 3, 2004. City And
Rural Rides is operated by
Central Texas Rural Transit
District. CTRTD is an equal
opportunity employer.

tax and $14,242,745 was sub-
ject to sales and use tax.
Definitions
Reporting Qutlets: The
number of individual business
locations with a sales and use
tax permit that filed a return.
Gross Sales: The total
amount of all sales, leases and
rentals of tangible personal
property and all labor and ser-
vice charges made during the
reporting period.
¥ #'0se Tax Purchases: The
cost of all'taxable items re-
moved from inventory for per-
sonal or business use and all
purchases on which no Texas
sales tax was paid or use'tax
accrued.

Taxable Sales: This num-
ber is not on the report, but
an explanation is needed in
order to understand Amount
Subject to State Sales and Use
Tax. This is the total amount
of sales, leases and rentals of

support provided. Small business
owners with hands on experience, tools
and a “can do" attitude please apply.

May occur 30 to 50 years after expo-
sure to asbestos. Many workers were
exposed from the 1940s through the
1970s. Industrial maintenance and
operators are among those at risk for
mesothelioma, throat cancer or lung

insight.

Carrouno CERTIRED AS ABOVE AND OTHERS NoT CEXTIRIED
By THE Texas Boaro Or LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Become part of our dynamic sales and installation distributor network.
Minimal investment in tools and equipment required. Sales and marketing

taxable personal property and
taxable labor and service
charges made during the re-
porting period.

Amount Subject to State
Sales and Use Tax:

The amount subject to the
state sales and use tax. This
amount is calculated by tak-
ing taxable sales and adding
use tax purchases.

XXX

Sales Tax Rate History

for the State of Texas

Sept. 1, 1961: 2.0%

Oct. 2, 1968: 3.0%

Oct. 1, 1969: 3.25%

July 1, 1971: 4.0%

Oct. 2, 1984: 4.125%
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Ploneer

Water Tanks |

NO FEE
FOR
FIRST VISIT

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD

(Doctor-Lawyer in full time Law Practice)

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.

Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.
Board Certified Personal Injury Tria) Law &
Civil Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization
Cameron, Texas

1-800-460-0606

wwhw.asbestoslaw.com

cancer. Call us for professional

. Company * 0/0 = Singles & Teams

ew Program!

0/0 Leasing Program

With purchase option

Now Hiring:

800-CFI-DRIVE  www.cfidrive.com

BEST

Just gof

BETTER

@[ﬁ U announces Industry

leading pay Increasel .. ...
- alid O gy e bt I e b

Company Drivers carn

up fo 45¢ per mile

Company Teame eatn

up to 53¢ per mile

Ownet Operatars eatn

up fo 9K¥ per mile

dOO-CFI-DRIVE www.clidrive.com
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Burn Ban
In Effect For
County

Callahan County Judge
Roger Corn stated Monday
that the Burn Ban is in effect
for Callahan County as of
Monday morning, Dec. 22.

The decision was made by
the County Court at their
Monday, Dec. 22, 2003 meet-
ing.

Dry conditions prevailing
throughout the Big Country
has prompted several counties
to reinstate the Burn Ban.

Thursday, January 1, 2004

Scranton Musical ;¢ Filing Deadline

Set For Saturday

The musical will be hela at
the Scranton Community Cen-
ter, Saturday, January 3, 2004.

The kitchen will open at
5:30. Anita Webb and Ruth
Ray are the hostess. They will
be serving some great soup.
Your contribution of sand-
wiches and or pies is appreci-
ated.

The music begins at 6:00
with Mark Ray as emcee. All
area musicians are invited to
play and may call 325-692-
2057 to reserve a time for your
group.

Is Jan. 2, 2004

Filing deadline for the Pri-
mary Election on March 9,
2004 is Jan. 2 at 6:00 p.m.

Contact Callahan County
Democratic Chairman, Jon E.
Hardwick for more informa-
tion at (325)854-1256 o1
(315) 854-1336.

Republican candidates
wishing to file may contact
Callahan County Republican
Chairperson Pat Chrane at
(325) 529-3428.
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Welcome

Kelly Corn!

LIKE A ROCK

Hanner Chevrolet, Pontiac,
GMC in Baird, Texas is pleased
to announce further
expansion of our Sales
Department with the addition
of Kelly Corn to our sales
team. Kelly will serve as one

of our sales managers.

Kelly is a native of Callahan
County and is the son of
Roger and Barbara Corn.
Kelly, his wife and two
children live in Baird. We're
very excited to have Kelly on
our winning sales team, so
please stop by our Baird
location, help us welcome him
and discuss your
transportation needs.

Where you'll
get the
best deal!

673-6071

Recipient of the

Bureav 2003

for Marketplace Ethics

W WWwW.

Abilene Better Business

TORCH AWARD.. "x Baird

T

800.583-1027

Cisco Junior College
Spring Registration

—Abilene Educational Center—

January € -8

— Cisco Campus —
January 12 -13

Schedule and Registration Hours

Available Online

WWW.CISCO.CC.IX.UuS

OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
(325) 673-4567 (Abilene)
" (254) 442-2567 (Cisco

Our Business is

Student Success!
An Equal Opportunity Institution

B
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‘Making A Difference

By Rex M. Rogers

Married Forever

Most people that I know
seem to like weddings, espe-
cially if they know the bride
and/or groom very well. I
mean, who wouldn’t like
weddings? They are--in al-
most every case--a happy
time, a time of joy, begin-
nings, and great promise.
Mothers and aunts cry, dads
stand around with funny
1rins on their faces, brothers
look for ways to make the
day 'memorable for a prank
or two. Someone usually
says something like, “Aren’t
they a wonderful couple?”
Or, “They’ve got their whole
lives ahead of them.” ““Isn’t
she a lovely bride?”” And she
is, because all brides are
lovely.

The preacher, at least in
“traditional wedding vows,”
says, “Until death do us
part.” That’s the one that al-
ways strikes me. Because I
think, “Wow, one minute
people are unmarried; the
next minute they’'re married
forever.” I know, of course,
that death comes more
quickly for some and that,
sometimes, a spouse remar-
ries later. And I know that
diyorce also plays an all-too-
prominentrole in family life
today and that there again,
“forever” is not so long af-
ter all. But according to the
Bible, God’s purpose is for
a man and woman to marry
for life.

Marrying for ]i@&msl’:vc

put it here, ‘forever s =is.a big =
_decision. In fact, I'd go so far

as to suggest that aside from
your decision regarding
Jesus Christ’s saving work in
your life, marriage may be
the biggest decision you ever
make. I knew this assertion
can getme in trouble: Some-
one w1ll mention that God
honors singleness, too. I
wholeheartedly agree.
Someone else might say that
they can think of other mo-
mentous decisions that can
affect our lives and that life
cannot be “reduced” so-to-
speak to marriage. Maybe.

I’m saying marriage is
close to your biggest deci-
sion.because I do not know
of:any decisions that have a
greater impact on your well-
being, that have longer term
implications, and that other-
wise is a position to domi-
nate your life. Contrary to a
lot of contemporary fluff on
the matter, marriage is a big
deal.

Marriage is a gift of God.
It is-a union that should pro-
duce companionship, com-
fort, physical and emotional
fulfillment, possibly chil-
dren, and joy. Marriages that
are indeed “forever” have
brought us some of our most
incredible stories of self-sac-
rifice, commitment, hero-
ism, faithfulness, and sense
of belonging known to hu-
man experience. Marriage is,
or at least sometimes should
be, fun, but matrimony is
serious business. It is not to
be trifled with or mocked.

That’s why I think it is so

‘important that unmarried

people recognize not only
the joy but the gravity of the
fact that--in a marriage cer-
emony, one minute you are
unmarried and the next
minute you are married for-

ever. It’s im~~rtart that those
cf " .d remind
ourselves once in awhile that
marriage is vur greatest asset.
“Forever’ is not a sentence to
be served mechanically but a
feast to be savored fully. Mar-
riage is “forever’ because
God knew that it would take
us that long to get all that **
had to offer.

If you’re not married, let me
suggest to you that the idea
of marriage must be consid-
ered with as much reason as
emotion. If you are married,
then do something today that
demonstrates the value you
place in it--or more impor-
tantly, the value you place in
your spouse. Marriage is for-
ever. Long live marriage.

(Rex M. Rogers, Ph.D.,
book author and president of
Cornerstone University.
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254-629-8986
REG CAB

Texas Yes!
Texas Department

of Agriculture

The Heart of Downtown Beats Again

By Agriculture Commis-
sioner Susan Combs

Just 22 miles from the geo-
graphical center of Texas, you
can hear the old Santa Fe train
whistle blow in the community
of Brownwood and feel the
excitc ment coursing down the
line as the heart of the city’s
downtown beats again. Once
home to the largest military
training center in Texas at
Camp Bowie, Brownwood has
survived the booms and busts
of the cotton, oil and military
industries. Today, the commu-
nity is laying new tracks for the
future, earning a place as one

Grand Rapids, Mich., is a
syndicated columnist, whose
columns appear in Califor-
nia, lllinois, lov:, Kentucky,
Michigan, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and Texas newspa-
pers. Send comments in care
of: alan@blanchard
group.net) ©2003, The
Blanchard Group, LLC
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VALUE GROUP, CLOTH/CARPET

¥15,990°

5 SPEED
Cash Price ... $18,990
Rebate $3,000

16,9905

AUTO
$19,990
. $3.000

Cash Price
Rebale

of the five Texas Yes!
Hardworking Rural Commu-
nity Shining Stars.

During a yearlong planning
process, volunteers and city
leaders in Brownwood pro-
duced a living downtown mas-
ter plan that resulted in renova-
tions to more than 30 buildings.
Strectscape construction is now
un.2rway as well.

The revitalization of down-
town is key to growing business
and tourism. With the Santa Fe
Depot restored and a transpor-
tation museum on the drawing
board (complete with a million
dollar model train collection
donated by a local family),
Brownwoc’s heritage is the
lifeblood for its future.

The community’s hotel and
motel tax revenues have in-
creased almost 12 percent in the
last two years, and 350 jobs
have been retained or created.
Brownwood’s year-round
“Feels Like Home” activities
also include a bluegrass festival,
rodeo, quilting bee and fishing
tournaments.

Texas Yes! salutes the
hardworking town

EXIT 343 off 1-20 West
2004 DODGE 1500

Thursday, January 1, 2004

mote rural Texas through busi-
ness development, job growth
and tourism. For more info. on
Texas Yes! call(866) 4TEX-

Brownwood for its community
spirit and leadership. Texas Yes!
is our brand new initiative at the
Texas Department of Agriculture
for rural communities, busi-
nesses and organizations to pro-

YES on visit

www. Texas Yes: org

AJESTIC THEATRE)
M_W"“E

=

WITH JAMIS CAAN

Enormously Fonny, With Slde-Sphttmg Laughs

WILL FERRELL

STEREO SURROUND

Fri. » Sat. * Sun. °

All Shows: 7:30 p.m. - $4.00
10 - Admission Passes - $35.00 °
5 - Admission Gift Pass - $20.00 ,

: Adults Only Balcony Ticket - $5.50

Jeﬁrsy Lyons, NBC

k!
The Best Holiday

Film In Years
Neil Rosen, NY 1

NEW LINE AN ‘||*

Mon.

dge {\/}

YOUR WEST 'I'EXAS VOLUME DEALER

1-888-591-0051
QUAD CAB'

AUTO, CRUISE
40/20/40

,490°

Cash Pnce . $23,490

LONE STAR, 20"
WHEELS, v8" ' °

$23,590°

SLT
Cash Price ..! §26,580
Rebate ........... $3,000

527,990°

Cash Price ... $30,990
Rebate ... 53,000

@
29,790

6 SPEED
Cash Price ... $32,780
Rebate $3,000

2002 Dodge 2500

4X4, QUAD, SLT, 6 SPEED, #E02834A

2001 Dodge 3500

8 QUAD, SLT, 4x4, CUMMINS, #E02512A

2004 DODGE 2500

4X2 1
~ $28,490"

AUTO
Cash Price ... §31,430
Rebale $3.000

SLT, QUAD, TRAILER TOW, ANTI-SPIN
T

2004 DO

4X2
~ %30,290°

AUTO
Cash Price ... $33,290
Rebate $3,000

SLT, QUAD, TRAILER T

Rebate ........... $3,000

St AXA
+$30,490"

Cash Price ... $33,490
Rebate ........... $3,000

PIN _4_!_4_

32,490

6 SPEED
Cash Price ... $35,490
Rebate ........... $3,000

"2003 CLEARANCE!
2003 ODGE DURANGO 2003 JEEP CHEROKEE 2003 RAM 1500 REG CAB 2003 RAM 1500 QUAIJ

\FDSEA‘

AUTC. SPORT.

2002 Dodge 2500

UAD, CUMMINS, 5 SPD, CLEAN, #E02503E [

1999 Chevy 2500 °

4X4, 59K MILES, EXT CAB, CLEAN, #E02180B

1997 Dodge 2500

4X4, EXT CAB, (' 'MMINS, LONG BED, #E02475

2001 Ford F-150 Crew

X4, LARIAT, Lmnrq 54V8, CLEHN §E02341A

2001 Ford F-150 4x4

V8, XLT, AUTO, NEW TIRES, #E£02557A

2002 Chevy 2500

EXT CAB, V8, AC, 41K MILES, #E016(3A

g V8, SLT AUTO,
CO, REG CAB,
LOADED

2001 Dodge 1500

4X4, SLT, QUAD, V8, AUTO, #E021498

2001 Dodge 3500

6 SPEED, QUAD, SLT, CUMMINS, 2E02678A

Cash Price ..
Rebate ........... $3,000

):B?

430,990

auto !
. $33,990

+32,990"

AUTO
Cash Price, ...;$35,990;
Rebate .......... $3 000

HEMI, AUTO, TILT,
CRUISE

2001 Dodge 3500

4X4, 6 SPEED, QUAD, CUMMIN‘S -ECE?\JA

2001 Ford-F-350

4X4, STROKE, AUTO, XLT, DUALLY, $E02545A

2003 Dodge 3500 Flatbed

4X4, 6 SPEED, CUMMINS, 19K MILES, #E02736A . |8

1 -888-59 1 -005 L
-www.rundolphdodge.com

+ Rebate or 0% * Plus Dealer Adds

K

L

T'T&L Not Included

1526490 ¢4

ﬂqger le 2 82 4 000-¢4 5 “mL‘

le. 3§24 490 <-rmr hale 4(7440(} %4 500 Rebate
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Edward Jones Financiai Focus

Submitted by Jim Bruton

Tin.e for New Year's (Fi-
nan< alt liesolv ions

Nov. that it's‘almost 2004,
it’s time to make some New
Year’s resolutions. What are
yours? Lose weéight? Volun-
teer more? Quit smoking?
Spend more time with your
family? 5

All these are worthwhile
goals. But, whlle you're in
the resolution- makm}, frame
of mind, don’ tforgetyouru-
mancial resolutions. Here are
some to think about:

*Cut your debt load- If
you feel overburdened by
debt, you’re not alone. At the
beginning of 2003, American
households owed, on aver-
age, nearly,$9,000 on all
credit cardsyihiccording to
Cardweb.comy:a'Web site that
provides credit ¢ard informa-
tion to consumers! This fig-
ure is up 173 percent over the
past decade. You’ll find it
very hard to achieve your fi-
nancial goals if you're over-
burdened by debt. Set a real-
istic goal for whittling down
the amount you owe. And
avoid taking on unnecessary
new debts lhrou0h more
credit card purchases

«Increase your retirement
savings- Put in as much as
you can afford to your IRA
and your 401(k).or other em-
ployer-sponsored retirement
plan. These tax-advantaged
accounts are great ways to
help! boosy ylirl yefirement
savings. 1 i

*Put bonuses and salary
increases to work- Consider
investing your bonuses and
salary increases.If you don’t
really need: the additional
money to rI‘_lee\[ your basic
needs, you can put it to work
helping yotfjhuild your in-
vestment portfolio.

*Avoid tapping into your
investments=Try'to build an

“emergency:”cash cushion of
about three to,six months’
worth of living, expenses.
Once you’ve established this
fund, you won’t need to tap
into your investments to pay
for major car repairs, new
appliances ‘oriany other un-
expected costs.’And by let-
ting your investraents have
the opportunity to grow as
long as possible, you can ac-
celerate your.'progress toward
your long-téfm financial
goals.

*Diversify your portfolio-
By spreadingout your dollars
over a wide range of assets-
stocks, bonds, government
securities, etc.- you can help
cushion the«impact of a
downturn that may affect just
one particular area. And by
owning many different in-
vestments, you give yourself
a better chance to succeed.

*Keep emotions out of in-
vesting- There’s plenty of
evidence that fear and greed
drive the market. Don’t be
riled by your emotions. If a

( ROSSWORD ANSWFR

stock is falling, you don’t
have to join the selling stam-
pede- especially if the com-
pany has good prospects.
Conversely, don’t chase after
“hot stocks”- they may al-
ready be cooling off by the
time you buy.

*Protect your family- Go
OVver your insurance coverage
to ensure it is sufficient to
help your family meet their
necds should something hap-
pen to you.

*Check your beneficiary
designations- If you’ve gone

through any significant

changes in your life - divorce,
remarri‘age, stepchildren,
etc.- then you’ll want to make
absolutely sure your benefi-
ciary designations on all your
financial documents are up to
date ané correct.

*Boost college savings- If

you have a child, it’s never
too soon to start saving for
college. Consider opening a
529 plan or a Coverdell Edu-
cation Savings Account.

*Rebalance as needed-As
your needs, goals and per-
sonal situation evolve over
time, you'll want to adjust
your portfolio. Your invest-
ment professional can help
you make the appropriate
changes.

By following through on
these resolutions, you can
make great strides toward
improving your financial
situation in 2004- and in all
the years to follow.

Jim M. Bruton
Investment Representative
-254-629-3851

Advertise In
The
Classifieds
And Get
Results

Cisco Press - Eastland Telegram - Ranger Times - Rising Star - Callahan County Baird Star
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Poor Rix’s Almanac

by Rix Quinn

Sponsored by: Texas Plans
Insurance Services offers
FREE QUOTES from
UNICARE of Texas and
Blue Cross Blue Shield, two

of Texas'’ largest health
providers. We offer
individual, family, small

business group health plans.
Call TOLL-FREE 1-866-
866-7636.

Hey, Poor Rix: My
girlfriend just invited me to
a fancy dance. I've never
been to one. What do I do
next? — Informal
Women understand these
events. Many guys, who
consider “formal wear” a tie
without a sports team logo,
do not.

A men’s store can help. If
your date sees you at your
best, it might improve how
she treats you when you are
at your worst.

On the day of the event, buy

a corsage for your date’s
dress. You could wait and
pick one out of her yard, but
it would not come with a pin
attached.

When your date arrives at the
door, compliment her dress
or hair. Do not sniff the air
and say “New deodorant?”
Next, pin the flower on her
dress, but not dircctly on her
skin.

Some parties have a
receiving line. This is like the
pre-game meeting at
midfield, but without the
refs. Also, there is no coin
toss.

At dinner, if someone asks
you to pass the rolls, do not
throw them. Forget the word
“throw” tonight. Do not
throw rolls, do not throw
punches, and do not throw
up.

You should not “break
dance” in formal wear. The

correct movement 15 (O

shuffle around the room like
you broke an ankle.

At the end of the evening,
take your date to her*front
door, and thank her!for
inviting you to this wonderful
event. !
Then, get in your car and
drive away, rejoicing that
tomorrow you can return to
normal habits. :
Poor Rix offers bad answers
to good questions. E-mail
him at rixquinn @chapter.net.

Have a
Happy &
Prosperous
New

8:00 am - 7:30 pm
Sat. 8:00 am-5:00 p

Service Dept.
8:00 am-6 pm
Sat. 8:00 am- Noon

2004 FORD .
F-250
CREW CAB

4X2 GAS, STK# C492

2004 FORD
F-250 N
CREWCAB ™=

4X2 DIESEL, STK# C453

32,718

-350

DIESEL, AUTO, XLT
STK# C499

CREWCAB =8

Dr\ aunpsmzaa
32 450 R siat [ 5

-

REGULAR CAB. STK# C522

- 10N
M 52206 ;
1 i ’ IB" PF Discount $2.536

Rebate 52 500

F-150
REG. CAB

STK#C513

520, 777

4X2 XLT, VB, AUTO, L.S. AXLE, #C451

325,499

*27,999" “Z Gy
(— 2004 FORD = (~ 2004 FORD N
F-150 HERITAGE F-250 QUAD CAB -

MSRP $31,325

Rebate $2.000

RE Discoun( $3,826

~ (2004 FORD, - ("2004 FORD
F-150 F-150 g
= QUAD CAB SUPER CREW (g

MSRP 523,065
RF Discount 52,288 J

524, 999"

MSRP $28,040
RF Discount §3,041

528,399"

- I~ MSRP $32,085

RF Discount $3,685 ‘

02 F-350 Crew Cab

C459A, 4x4, Desel, Auto, XLT

e

03 F-250 Quad Cab

CA431A, 4x4, Auto, ALT

C479A, 4x2, XLT. Diesel, Auto

03 F-350 Quad Cab

97 F-350 Crew

C570A, 4x4, Diesel, Auto, XLT

97 Chevy Blazer

C5708B, 4 Door Aulo PW/PL

C235A 4x4, XLT

01 F-150 Super Crew

02 F-150 Super Crew

C3?2A XLT, 4x2

03 F 250 I:rew Cab

C502A, Lanat, Diesel, Auto

C538A, Duall

C487A, 4v4, Diesel, Auto, XLT, Only 39K Miles!

G247, Auto, PW/PL, P Seat, 30K Miles

526,990
02 F-350 Crew Cab| |01 F-ISIJ 5uper Crew| |01 Ford Taurus SE 02 D1500 Crew Cab| |01 l; !350 Quad Cab
C574A, V8, Auto, SLT

C532A, V8, Auto, XLT

XLT, V8, Auto

| 102 D1500 Crew Cab

C520A, SLT, V8, Auto, Fac Warranty

02 F-ISO Super Crew

(G197, V8, Auto, XLT, Factory Warranty

C408A, Diesel, Auto, XLT

02 F-250 Crew Cab

02 F-350 Quad Cab

G085, XLT, Diesel, Auto

01 D1500 Quad--

C195A, V8, Auto, SLT

02 Sport Trac

C530A XLT, Auto

99 Honda CRV

C545B, Auto, PW/PL, 4 Door

02 Blazer

Lﬂ 1 1L

03 Ranger Super Cab

G208, Auto, Edge

00 Ranger

G233, 4x4, Super Cab, Aulo

G203, 4 Door, Auto

l--iu.lnnlmu‘ Uy n-u.nu\.‘.n sl d v ALLE omce Ve ha! Adday v A0

. A Ml‘momu *Q

02 Dodge Neon

Ruduter subpnt brahowgx

02 Escort

G158, 4 Door, SE, Auto

$7.990, 0 Down,
G 9%ab0 WAC

16T (e i Call e Kbl

00 Mustang l.x

G132, T/C, P Seat

03 Expoler Hl.'l'

G?Sl 3rd Seat, Dual Air, Fac. Warrar'

- Se h.lbhl
Espanol
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Callahan County (Baird) Star

First Baptist Church Of

Baird Events Scheduled

Dec. ~ .Jo activities at
church. ramily time for New
Year's Eve.

Jan. 2-4, 2004 YOUTH
DISCIPLESHIP WEEKEND
for all youth in community. If
interested please contact the
church office or Ryan Ward,
854-1903.

Jan. 6, 2004 Men's Prayer
Breakfast. Breakfast ready at
6:30 a.m. then short devo-
tional and prayer time.

Jan. 7, 2004 Regular
Wedneaday night activities
start for New Year. 7:00 p.m.

Jan. 13, 2004 Women’s
Prayer Breakfast. Al! women
in community are invited for
time of light breakfast and
prayer time beginning at 7:00
a.m. located in Fellowship
Hall of church.

Jan. 17, 2004 Training for
AWANA program.

Jan. 26, 2004 Ladies of the
Community pot luck supper
and time together. Special
speaker will be Charlotte
Young, Pastor’s wife from
Quanah. Please plan to come
and bring your neighbor.

Angelo State U. Announces
Graduate From Baird Area

Angelo State University
announced that Evelyn
Smalley Harris, a resident of
the Baird area, was among the
2003 Fall graduates.

Ms. Smalley Harris re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science

D. P. S. Report
12-07-03 to 12-13-03
Cases Investigated
Warnings - 92
Complaints - 53
DWI -1
Accidents
There were 4 accidents inves-
tigated during this time

from the university.

Angelo State University
conferred 322 degrees at the
2003 Fall commencement
event, which was held on De-
cember 20 in San Angelo.

D. P. S. Report
12-14-03 tp 12-20-03
Cases Investigated
Warnings - 146
Complaints - 134
DWI - 2
Possession of Marijuana - |
Possession of Drug Parapher-
nalia - |

OHouse Levelmg &o
Foundation Repalr

By DavidLed'& Co. =" "~
Professional Work Since 1967
* Free Estimates *
No Payment Until Work Is
Satisfactorily Completed
« Solid Slab ¢ Pier & Beam
« Concrete Piers
» Block & Pad * Floor Bracing
Steel Piers To Bed Rock
Work Guarantced
Insurance Claims
Licensed & Bonded
= 254-629-2267
| 254-965-5635

- www.davidleeandco.com

915-675-6369

Texas Department of Health will hold the following
immunization clinics in Callahan County:
Monday, January 12th, Baird Cafetorium, 400 West

Wedne

7th, 10-12

ry 14th, Clyde

source Center, 306 N. 1st, 10-12 & 1:30 -3

Please bring child’s Immunization Records
For more information call 325/754-4945

ommunity re-

Owner

Ao,
\»--* =)
Sy

BRANDON'’S
DOZER SERVICE

Clearing Tanks

Grubbing Lakes

Raking Roads

Plowing Fence Rows

Brandon Orms - ALL TYPES  (817) 578-4155
sin  DIRT WORK

A\ A & e Al A,

(254) 653-7469

It’s Your Money...

...and we can help you keep more of it. By finding every
\ t.ax deduction and tax credit you're entitled to take. By

suggesting strategies that will minimize your tax liability
each and every year. Call for an appointment today.

Cam Gulley, CPA

935 E. Main - Eastland, TX
254-629-8901

Rachel _Evatt g

GREENWOOD- Rachel
Evatt, 16, died Sunday, De-
cember 21, 2003 at Mid-
land, Texas. .

She was born April 14,
1987 to Kirk and Betty
Evatt in Abilene, Texas.
Rachel attended Green-
wood High School. She was
very active in the youth
ministry at Kelview
Heights Baptist Church and
had many friends and rela-
tives.

Rachél is survived by her
parents, Kirk and Betty
Evatt of Greenwood; her
brother, Russ Evatt of Lub-
bock, TX; great-grand-
mother, Bertha Donham of
Cisco, TX.; maternal grand-
parents, W.T. and Loretta
Donham of Cisco, TX and
paternal grandparents,
Clyde and Anne Evatt of
Clyde, TX; and many aunts,

AR
wil/'n.
uncles and cousins.

Funeral services were held
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Decem-
ber 23, 2003 at Kelview
Heights Baptist Church, Rev.
Bill Skaggs officiated. Burial
will follow later in the day at
3:30 p.m. at Oakwood Cem-
etery in Cisco, Texas. Ar-
rangements are under the di-
rection ‘'of Ellis Funeral
Home of Midland, Texas.

Berna Lee Chick

RISING STAR- Mrs.
Berna Lee Chick, 84, of Ris-
ing Star, died Friday, Decem-
ber 19, 2003 at Abilene Re-
gional Hospital in Abilene.

Berna Lee was born April
9, 1919 in Brown County,
Texas to Tebe B. McCracken
and Vera F. (Haynes)
McCracken. She was a
graduate of Williams High
School. She lived in Rising
Star all her life. She was a
member of First Baptist
Church of Rising Star. She

was a member of Star Pridg,
and President of Rising Star s

Senior Citizens. She was
voted Rising Star Citizen of
the Year in 2003. She had
written a book and won nu-
merous awards for her poetry
and short stories. She also
wrote a weekly Senior Citi-
zens column for the Rising
Star Newspaper. She will be
missed by all who knew her.

She married Benjamin
Chick, ITon August 11, 1965
in Abilene. He preceded her
in death.

Berna Lee is survived by
her daughters, Donna Maria
Priest of Rising Star, Lee
Anna Whitten of
Breckenridge, Paula Car-
penter and her husband Jim
of Risfng Star, and Wanda
King of New Ulm; a son, Ben
Chick of Maxwell; 9 grand-
children and 9 great-grand-
children.

Funeral services were held

YOU DESERVE TO
KNOW THAT:

This newspaper has never
printed:
*ALCOHOL.

*TOBACCO or
*LOTTERY
advertisements!

at 2:30 p.m. Monday, Deg
cember 22, 2003 at the First

Baptist Church, Terry
Simmons officiated. Burial
was in the Blake Cemetery,
directed by Higginbotham
Funeral Home of Rising Star.

- Pallbearers were: B.J.
Priest, Don Whitten, Daryl
Baker, Jim Carpenter, David
Whitten, Danny White, Matt
Mitchell and Rickey Morton.

Honorary pallbearers were:
Ike Hickman, Fadie Ratliff,
Monzell O’Brien, Woodley
Sadberry, and Glen Bailey.

The family requests that
memorials be made to First
Baptist Church or Rising Star
Senior Citizens.

Berna Lee was a loving
friend, a caring person and
devoted to her family. She
enriched our lives and made
our days special. We will
carry her in our hearts for-
ever.

Thursday, January 1, 2004

Obituary

BAIRD- Rosalyn D.
Schaffrina, 64, died Sunday,
December 21, 2003 at
Canterbuy Villa Nursing
Home.

Funeral services were held
at 3 p.m. Tuesday, Decem-
ber 23, 2003 at the First Bap-
tist Church, Rev. Chad King
officiated and burial was in
the Ross Cemetery Annex,
directed by Parker Funeral
Home.

Rosalyn was born Novem-
ber 22, 1939 in Baird, Texas
she had lived in Baird most
of her life. She was a home-
maker and a member of the

First Baptist Church. She
was an avid canasta player.
She married James M.
Schaffrina in Baird, Texas,
March 6, 1964.

Survivors are her husband,
James M. Schaffrina of
Baird; one daughter, Jami
Chance and husband Steve
of Clyde; one brother, Bill
Dunlap and wife Stella of
Abilene; and two grand-
daughters, Brittany and
Rebekah Chance of Clyde.

Memorials may be made
to Hospice of the Big Coun-
try, 4601 Hartford, Abilene,
TX 79605.

B, \ 2%

County Stock Show Scheduled
Jan, 15-17 In Cross Plains

Callahan County $ annual Shows.
Ir. Livestock Show is sched-  Friday, Jan. 16, 3- 6: 00 p.m.

. uled for Thursday, Jan. 15 - all steers and heifers classi-

through Saturday, Jan. 17 at fied and weighed.
the Jr. Livestock Barn in Saturday,Jan 1_7 8:30 a.m.
Cross Plains. . - Beef Cattle judging starts
Entries could number as with heifer show.
many as 450 this year, accord-  Saturday, Jan. 17, 9:00 a.m.
ing to Frankie Hyles, Presi- - Steer Show.
dent of the Callahan County ~ Awards presentation for all
Jr. Livestock Association.  trophies for champion ani-
Entries come from FFA mals is to be held prior to the
Chapters and 4-H clubs Premium Sale, which begins
throughout Callahan County. at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Everyone is invited to see  Judges for the three day
the show and support the show are Scott Anderson of
youth of Callahan County. Brownwood (rabbits and
Superintendents for the poultry), Leslie Harris of
2004 show are as follows:  Vernon (Swine Show), Kyle
Beef Cattle - Eddie Riley, Eckert of San Angelo (Mar-
Johnny Lee; Market Swine - ket Lambs, Meat and Boer
Jackie Tennison: Poultry & Goats), and Greg Gruben of
Rabbits - Doug Johnston, Snyder (beef cattle, steer
Larry Mclntire; Sheep & show).
Goats - Steven Mllchell Lcsa Announcers for the annual
Jr: Livestock Show are' Dick
Vestal, Greg Gerngross, John

Belcher and Doug Johnston.
desk ok

Judumg Schedule

Thursday, Jan, 15, 5:30
p.-m. - Rabbits & Poultry.

Friday, Jan. 16, 8:00 a.m. -
Breeding Swine Show fol-
‘owed by Market Barrow
Show.

Friday, Jan. 16, 1:30 p.m. -
Market Lambs followed by
Meat Goats and Boer Goat

Advertise In
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CARPET! CARPET! CARPET!

Carpet ¢ Linoleum ¢ Tile « Ceramic Tile
Wood Flooring « Wallpaper ¢ Mini Blinds

Choose your carpet from over 1,000 samples and have
it installed by our trained in-house installers.

Get that custom finished look with matching
wallpaper and custom fitted mini-blinds.

Austin’s Furniture

510 Conrad Hilton
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Cisco Press 442-2244

New: 10 A,
pavement frontage,
seasonal creek, some
timber $1,250 acre.

NEW: 14.9 A Brown
Co. 183 S. Rising Star,
3-2-2 brick 2000', CH/
A, irrigated coastal,
pond, barn. $149,500.

NEW: 15 a near
Gorman, nice
remodeled 2-2 brick,
central h/a, carpeted,
fireplace, large game
room, 24 x 60 metal
garage- cement floor,
guest house, water
well + city water and

sewer, pecans,
pavement. $145,000.
NEW: 19 A south

Gorman, 3/4 mile on

Co )
B pending |
underground home,
electricity, well &
septic. Great fish and
wildlife place. $37,000.
New Listing: 37 AN/
W of DelLeon, good
sandy land, app. 5 A
coastal, stock pond, 3
water wells, pavement
access, great building
spot. $1,250 per A.
New: 47.65 A 4 miles
west of Gorman, 25 A
coastal, 20 A cult, 2
ponds, barn/pens,
good deer area. $1050
acre.
NEW: 48 A east of

Risi t,
traller, d
coop water, great

hunting. $1250 acre.
NEW: 185 A S/E

Rising Star, coastal &
& . rs

cabin, pond, water

well. $895 acre,
NEW: 409 acres, 1

1/2 miles Sabanna

ho =
shed, 100 a coastal
60 a cult, 200 a
wooded, lots wildlife,
pavement. $495,000.
Selling Comanche,
Eastland and Brown
Counties since 1954
and we WANT to sell
yours. We solicit and
appreciate your
listings.
COGBURN REAL
ESTATE
DE LEON
OFFICE (254) 893-
6666
HOME 893-2642
758-2401
WA,

RS104

HOMES FOR SALE

REDUCED PRICE: 3
BR, 1 Bath and small
2 room house- on 3
lots. Call 629-2809
after 5 p.m. or 254-
722-3906 and leave a
message.

By Owner- approx.
2000 sq. ft. 3/1 home
w/carport. Completely
remodeled throughout.
Large unigue master
bedroom, new CH/A,
automatic sprinkler,
new carpet/linoleum,
new kitchen/bathroom.
502 S. Hillcrest
$79,900. Call 629-
2620 after 5 p.m.

E104
1 BD House, 3 BD
liouse, Eastland.
Information call 254-
629-2688.

OWNER
WILL FINANCE
Nice 3 bedroom, 1
bath in Eastland. Cen-
tral Heat & Air! Much
new, carpet, flooring,
roof...Fasy quahfymgl
Under $400 mmanthl
Te ’u L r?ealtors 5

0-4883
E8

MUST SELL NOW

3 BR, 2 BA, 2 Story
Home Upstairs
Master Bedroom has
walk-in closet,
Whirlpool tub 600
square feet--4 floor to
ceiling windows,
downstairs- modern
re-modeled kitchen

with built-in
appliances, remodeled
living room has

hardwood floors, new
paint on all walls with
faux finish on most.
Separate Laundry
Room, 1-car garage,
beautiful water garden
(visible from upstairs),
Central Heat & Air,
fenced back yard,
sprinkler system. Extra
large lot. Appraised
value 85,000.00. Will
take 65,000.00 or
$10,000 down rent to
own. See at 320 North
Lamar, Eastland or call
629-3883.

FOR RENT

Greer's Indoor
Storage: More
Security - More Space-
Less Cost. 205 Main
St., Ranger. Call 629-
3989 day and 647-
3422 night.

MOBILE HOMES

3 bedroom, two bath
doubelwide for lease
or sale. 1213 E. 14th
St. Cisco, Tx. Call 817-
594-3926 or 817-401-
7296 for information.

MOBILE HOME FOR
RENT: 2 BR, 2 BA,
Central RH/A, in nice
park. No Pets. $300 +
deposit. 629-1848.
E104

FOR RENT: No
deposit with utilities
paid. 3 or 2 bedroom
mobile home.

Refrigerator, stove,
washer, dryer,
furnished. SUNSHINE
VALLEY, Leona

Monon 442-1365.
C104

APTS. FOR RENT

CEDAR RIDGE
APARTMENTS
New Owners
Clean Furnished or
Unfurnished
Apartments
Security Guard on
grounds
Maintenance
Total Electric
Laundry
Central Heat/Air
Near Schools/
Hospital
No Pets
254-629-2805

E104

GHOLSON HOTEL
APTS

If you are 55 years of
age or older,
handicapped or
disable, and want a
nice quite place to live,
come by the Gholson
or call Martha at 254-
647-1513.

R104

COUNTRY VILLA
APTS

1-2 bedrooms, kitchen
appliances, Central H/
A, W/D, pool. On site
security and
maintenance. (Behind
Pizza Inn) 1099 Lago
Vista Blvd. Eastland,
Texas. Contact Sergio
or Isabell Hernandez,
Managers 629-2769,
if no answer call 629-
2348.

E104

APTS. FOR RENT HELP WANTED . HELP WANTED

SUCCESS
RESPECT
INDEPENDENCE

WHEN YOU EARN
WHAT YOU ARE
CAPABLE OF!

Excellent Base Salary
We Train You

No travel

Mon-Fri (No weekends)
Commissions

ROYAL OAKS
APARTMENTS
Furnished and
unfurnished 1 and 2
bedroom; carpet and
drapes, refrigerator,
range, and disposal.
Water, trash pickup
and TV cable paid.
Also, laundry room at
complex. Choice
neighborhood. See
and compare at 1304
Royal Lane, Cisco, or
call

Resident manager.
C104

NOW LEASING
Raintree
Apartments
at 610 S. Madera,
Eastland, Tx.
(next to Sleben
Elementary) is now
|easm?

6 months-1 year

Clean, quiet living.
Total Electric
1-3 bedroom apts.
$385.00-$575.00
Cable, water and
trash paid
(Extended Basic and
HBO

Stove, Refrigerator,
Dishwashers
Washer & Dryer
hookups
Deposit and A J)p Fee
require
For more info. call
Tammie at 629-1913.

E104

LONE TREE
APARTMENTS
Cisco, Texas
254-442-2732
8th & Front Street
Great price
$325
All bills including
cable
Newly painted, clean
By week or month
08

SABINE
TERRACE
APARTMENTS

*Large1,2&3
Bedrooms
) iliti i
West Central Texas
Govt.
* No Pets
* Short Term Leases
*Central Air & Heat
Program Vouchers
Accepted
Eastland

442-3232, .

——

629-2518

HELP WANTED

Cisco Sonic Drive Inis
accepting applications
for friendly,
enthusiastic, outgoing
employees. Flexible
hours. Must be able to
work weekends. Apply
in person.

RANGER COLLEGE
Job Vacancy

RC is seeking a Dorm

Director for Kuykendall

Hall, a women's

dormitory, beginning

January '04.

*See Job Description
at the RC Personnel
Office or call Dean
Whitecotton at (254)
647-0231
*Salary-TBD

*Year-9 months plus
*Benefits-Sick Leave,
Retirement Plan, and
Health Insurance

VBN mEUm
Qualifications:

Good work history and
references.

*Preferred
Qualifications:

High school graduate
or GED, or college
degree.

*Send a typed letter of
application and a

resume to the
Personnel Office,
Ranger College,
Ranger, TX 76470.
*RC is an: EEO
institution.

Eastland Telegram 629-1707

Thursday, January 1, 2004

Bonuses

Incentives
If you are not a professional or in busi-
ness for yourself then sales is one of
the best ways to make the money you
have always wanted.

Texas Real Estate Viagazine

Now Two Editions

West-Central-Hill Country
North — East Texas

“Selling The Best Of Texas”

Steve Haines or Joe Gilbert

West Texas Publishing
212 W. Commerce
Eastland, Texas
254-631-0754
254-631-0756 fax
steve@texasrealestatemagazine.com
joc@texasrealestatemagazine.com

EASTLND

People You Know Caring
For People You Love

Position open for Paramedic
Full-time 24/48 schedule

Gompetitive salaries,and benefits.
Qualifidd applicants may call Sue
Watkins, PHR@254-629-2601, ext.

364 /Fax 254-629-8929
email scw@eastland-mh.com

304 S. Daugherty,

Eastland, TX 76448

EOE 32

Applications are being
accepted until
January 12, 2004 for
temporary full time
positions with USDA-
Farm Service Agency.
These GIS Field
Technician positions
will be located
throughcnt Texas.
Salary ranges from
$11.04 to $12.35 per
hour. Successful
applicants will be
proficient as a PC
User with the ability to
navigate within
Windows. Experience
with GIS and
familiarity with ortho
maps is preferable.
Position will require
travel 90% of the time

with applicant
providing their own
reliable

transportation.
Application form FSA-
675 can be obtained
from USDA-FSA at
the Eastland County
FSA Office located at
401 Pogue Avenue,
Eastland, Texas. The
phone number is 254-
629-1636 ext. 2.
Completed
application forms
must be returned to
the Eastland County
FSA Office located at
401 Pogue Avenue,
Eastland, Texas and
must arrive by
January 12, 2004 to
be considered. Faxed
Applications will not
be accepted. USDA is
an EEO employer.
E4

Valley View Health
Care Center needs
CNAs - every shift.
Payrate varies with
experience. Apply in
person to Director of
Nursing 700 S.
Ostrom in Eastland.
E4

United House Calls is
seeking full time RN to
perform home health
visits and assist with
Case Management
patients. Home health
experience preferred,
but not required.
Travel required.
Competitive benefits
and salary available. If
interasted, please fax
resume to 254-629-
8200 or mail to United
House Calls 1420 E.
Main Eastland, TX
76448.

Valley View Health
Care Center needs
LVNs. Apply at 70C S.
Ostrom in Eastland.
E4

Small Non-Corp.
Nursing Home in the
Baird/Breckenridge/
Stephenville area
Iookin? for an RN/
DON familiar with
nursing home
practices. Excellent
salary based on
experience with paid
vacation and birthday
bonus. Submit
resume to: D.O.N.
Care of P.O. Box 344,
Cross Plains, TX
76443.

Ranger Care Centeris
now hiring Certified
Aides for the 6-2 and
2-10 shifts. If you are
a dependable,
reliable, caring
worker, please apply
in person at 460 W.
Main St. in Ranger.
For more info. call
(254) 647-3111 and
ask for Stormie.

Happy New Year : R2

Tired of working for
half of minimum
wage? Tired of having
to share your tips with
everyone else? We
are currently looking
for motivated,
energetic,
dependable, and
smiling persons to fill
P/T, F/T, Day or Night
positions and
dependable breakfast
cooks Mon.-Sun.
Apply in person at
Sonic in Eastland.
E104

Pyramid HealthCare
Wants You!
Pyramid HealthCare a
Leader in the long-
term care industry, is
looking for candidates
to join our progressive

team.
Heritage Manor of
Gorman currently has
the following
position(s) available:
Charge Nurse'’s 6-2 &
2-10

CNA's all shifts
Please apply in person
at 600 W. Roosevelt
Gorman, Texas
Pyramid Healthcare
EEOE M/F/D/V

Ranger Care Centeris
currently looking for a
Weekend RN. Apply in
person at 460 W. Main
St. or call Stormie at
254-647-3111 for more
information. - &
R104
{Z ...........
Bar-B Travel Plaza
under new
management is now
hiring all posifions -
Restaurant & Store
254-693-5851.

WANTED:
Grazing Lease or
Lease Purchase for
50+ cows 1 hour of
Eastland, TX pre-
ferred. Will consider
buying your cows.
McPhail Ranch
254-647-3381-home
325-669-4910-cell
325-672-5895 office
R11

FOR SALE

Painting For Freedom-
How the beautiful
tapestry paintings sold
throughout the South-
west bought
ammunition for
Pancho Villa troops in
the Mexican
Revolution. Book
available at the
Telegram $25.00.
E104

BUSINESS
SERVICES
A-QUALITY
STEEL SUPPLY
Metal Buildings
Overhead Doors
Carports
Complete
Construction
254-442-3036
C104
BUCK'S GUN
SCHOOL
Concealed Handgun
Licenses Classes
Days, Nights, or
Weekends
You call - | teach
For more info. call
254-647-1449.

Ranger Times 629-1707

Eastland County Classifieds

BUSINESS
SERVICES

Steinman Fencing
Building Quality
Fences
for Over 20 years
*Commercial &
Resjdential
«ChainlinksWood=Metal
*Wrought IronsVinyl
*Custom Gates
*Electric & Solar Gate
Openers
(254) 629-1649

E104

BBQ as good as there

is! Call ahead or just
stopin. 325-662-3328.
The Fillin® Station,
Putnam, TX.

CIRCLE D FENCE
(Insured)

All Types of Fence
Chainlink, Vinyl,*
Privacy, Barbwire,
Pipe
We also do
Entrances,
Gateways,
Metal Buildings
Reasonable Rates
254-629-2705

E104

Ruth Schaefer
Stewart, M.Ed.,
L.P.C-S
Licensed Professional

Counseling Service
Individual or Group
Child and Adolescent
Parenting Skills
Women's Issues
Geriatric Concerns
Play Therapy

Sand Tray

Grief Recovery
Divorce Recovery
For appointments
please call (254) 442-

4280 (home, office in .,

Cisco).
C104

-WOW-
EXTREME POWER
PLUS
ONLY $12.95
LOSE WEIGHT
NATURALLY, FEEL
GREAT, HAVE LOTS
OF ENERGY
Available at both
Minit Marts
400 S. Seaman or
926 E. Main ,
Eastland
Or call 629-3806 to
get a great discount.
Introducing Ephedra
Free

E104

VACATION

SPECIAL

LUXURY GMC
DESIGNER

TRAVEL VAN
Heavy duty; one
owner; low mile-
age; always ga-
raged; clean, luxu-
rious interior; large
automatic double
bed; well main-
tained. $5,995
cash. For appoint-
ment or serious in-
quiries only, call
254-629-2413 eve-
nings after 6 p.m.

America’s #1 After-Dinner
Mint Is Now A Baking Chip

(NAPS)—Dessert lovers
now have a new way to
indulge. America’s favorite
after-dinner mint is now
available as a baking chip—
enhancing any dessert with
a delectable flavor combina-
tion of mint and chocolate.

Andes Créme de Menthe
Baking Chips are made from
the famous three-layer pieces
giving desserts the same look
and taste as the traditional
mints. The chips are avail-
able at major retailers, with
a suggested retail price of
$2.49 for a 10-ounce bag.

' B, LT
The new baking chip can

be used to add a taste of mint

to a variety of desserts,

including Marbled Andes

Brownies.

MARBLED ANDES -

BROWNIES

1 package (19.8 to 23.7
0z.) brownie mix

2 cups Andes Baking
Chips or 2 packages
(4.67 oz. each) Andes
Creme De Menthe
Thins

1. Grease bottom only
of 13x9 inch baking pan.
Prepare brownie mix as
directed on package.
Spread into pan.

2. Bake as directed. Im-
mediately place Andes
Candies on surface of hot
brownies. Allow to stand
2 to 3 minutes or until
candies are melted.

3. Using knife or metal
spatula, gently swirl
toether melted candies to
cover entire surface or
brownies. Cool 2 hours or
until slightly set. Cut into
bars. Makes 2 doz.

HELP US
HELP YOU!

Advertise with
Eastland

* % %k ok

County
Newspapers

Drive Safely:

Don't Let Carelessness
Melt Your Holiday
Happiness!

Ilave a
Happy New Year
but please
Don't Drink & Drive!!

A message Irom this newspaper
and the Texas Department of
Public Safety.
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Cisco, Press, Eastland Telegram, Ranger

* Block & Pad « Floor Bracing
Steel Piers To Bed Rock
Work Guaranteed
Insurance Claims
Licensed & Bonded
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Happy New Year!!!
ACTION REALTY

Ranger, Texas  254-647-5336

Joe Oliver, Broker Joy Oliver, Agent
3 BR. 2 bath, 2 story, nice neighborhood, $65,000.
3-1-1. beautiful yard, many fruit trees, boat dock +
boat house. Must see. $165,000.
4 BR, 3 bath doublewide, beautiful 48 +/- acres, stock
tanks, deck, corral, convenient to town, $151,500.
3 BR. 2 bath, LR, DR, kitchen, beautiful inside, all
fresh paint.

3 acres on I-20, fenced. city water, electricity, $46,200.
Workshop 50°x 100" lg. fenced work yard. offices, stor-

Times

- — — — — — -y

Wishes for a

Healthy

-\‘ Geryeu
~Qs WHIERE YOU
Nk WANT 10 GO

age, Loop 254, Ranger, $54,000.

’ BR, | bath, could be thre¢c BR, Living/Dining/
Kitchen combo, large rooms, fenced on 2 lots. 2 car-
ports, parking for RV storage building, screened in

1s one year old. All furniture for sale tor $3,500. No
owner finance. Owner would like to keep curtzins.
Building - $9,000.

3/2 one car carport, $27.200.

Beautiful W. Tx Cattle Ranch, approx. 320 acres. Rus-
tic rock house 2 BR, one bath, lg. kitchen/dining, 2
barns, 4 ponds wiih 2 creeks. Many trees, wind mill
walér. city water in the future and meter is paid for,
deer, turkey, quail, wild pigs. and doves. Cross fenced
with corrals. Price reduced, bring offer.

4'BR: 1 bath, extra nice home. good roof, quiet neigh-
borhood, alley access.

3 BR. | bath, good carpet in LR/DR. stove. window
units. Dearborn heat, garage not in good shape, 3
fenced lots. $15,000.

2 BR. | bath, extra lg. lot, beautiful cabinets, totally
remodeled, no traffic, $48,000.

3-2-3 Carport. +10 fenced ac.. old home for slorage,
Berber carpet, curtains will stay, built-ins. $43,340.
2-1 Ig. living/dining, sun porch, great location, walk
to town, price reduced to $15,000.

1304 E. Main
Eastla
Grandpaw’s

254-629-3363

e Rentbine

" Christmas Special

&

and the joyous sea-
son is but a memory.
Have you considered
what was your most
prized gift? What-

“The gift of God is
eternal life.”

Many years ago in
the 19%4’s, students
in an English class
were told to write a
theme on the subject:
“The Most Perfect
Gift” and a fifteen
year old boy named
Ronald Johnston

There are many oc-
casions during the

citement of receiving
it is forgotten. Is
there a gift that is
perfect?

No material gifts or

Even a gift that is not
forgotten and is used
whenever it can be, 1s
not perfect. It even-
tually has to wear out
or be used up.

But there is a gift
that never wears
away- a gift thatis so
perfect that it lasts
throughout eternity.

10r.
This gift is worth

NOW AVAILABLE...BY email DIRECT

The One and Only, Original Free Thinker

In Prose and Poetry
Direct Weekly Column to the privacy of your Computer!

52 Weeks -

Name

ONLY $25.00 (CHEAP)

Email Address

Send check or money order to:
SAM’S WORLD
P. O. Box 29
Eastland, TX 76448

INEYITELD

307 East Commerce St.

Eastland, TX

Oren Wednesday - Sunday

10:00 - 5:00

We are proud to announce that Cindi Kenriedy
of Cisco. Texas is the winner in our
drawing for a $50.00 shopping spree.

Thursday, January 1,

time, to improve
it in the most prof-
itable way that I can.
Resolved, never to
do anything which I

done by taking the
Lord Jesus as his
own personal Savior.

But why should a

God... The wages of
sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal
life.”

God gave this gift
because He loved the
world. “For God so
loved the world that
He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that who-
ever believeth in Him

do anything which I
would be afraid to do
if it were the last hour
of my life.
Resolved, to be
obedient to God.”
What is your goal
for tomorrow? Are
you pressing forth
toward the high call-
ing? Are you pro-

“God [the greatest
lover] so loved [the
greatest degree] the
world [the greatest

So all the gifts of
the world today are
deteriorative, but

Calvary is the only
perfect gift.”

This is still the sea-
son of giving. Share
this gift with some-
one else soon!

Undoubtedly there
are a lot of yester-
days which you wish
could have been dif-
ferent, but the yester-
days of 2003 have
ended. Forget those

act] His only begot-
ten Son [the greatest
gift] that whosoever
[the greatest invita-
tion] believeth [the
greatest simplicity]
in Him [the greatest
person] should not
perish [the greatest
deliverance] but [the
greatest difference]
have [the greatest
certainty] everlasting

2004

Vinvl Sidime » Soffit Over ® made these six reso- This new year with
01 BT T T G, R T (060 0 I " Hung Coverage The MOSt Perfect Glft lutions for a new year a new beginning and
e — A-1 Home ol Sione ; B : ‘ _ longago, butthey are  fresh opportunities
i ! qmyrm:ements 8344:!';,1 ':)\::)od )_Jf“"\.:"h:[:]i‘;_ti_)u:::: :.?C(;]r; [c::’dllllledxn;:z; powerful and will amdA [].L‘\\‘ areas of
m[ I ¢ A G :;t:: L“ jlwa ¥ S lherc TRy un(; enrlchl your Christian (.‘hnﬁlmu service to
By David Lee & Co. | B 100% O(.l sa. Tx 79761 aeeee t fii 3 ; . .bt' Y | experience. | be dlsu.)\f.crcd-- To-
Professional Work Since 1967 | & F"J\?'Acéng Sy ot It WA L0 O DIAINE 12 “Resolved, to live day envision a new
* Free Estimates * | /> J@¥ No Down HljouS@Jleo.com whenhe opensthem. - Anybody, no matter " ip o)) my might year not spoiled or
No If'aymenl Until Work Is | =- Lo?:lmem Chrlstrfms IShover=EbuL [Fl? newness of what race .or ‘COIOI’. while I do live. stained by lack of
Ss'alll;‘:jlactorily (_Iompleted 639-2212 e oeipresEnt Ih_e_ gift soon'wears: canhave this gl,ﬂ'A“ Resolved, never to devotion to Christ
i |. Cs‘l‘:lllrez:le;i;&rfedm LRSS uaEr |pcoe s Dilany, Joff,land e dirstiex he' hds, l(? B & ‘rel‘ lose one moment of and not marred by

: ceive it, and this 1s

neglected opportuni-
ties.

“I said to the man
who stood at the gate
of the year:

by 254-629-2267 ever your most presents are perfect. person receive this : : :
; o oy e : 5 ® should despise or ‘Give me a light
254_965-56«135'(“ R0 oa030 Prosperous prized gift, thereisa  They soon become gift? “All have ., me'mlF; of in that I may tread
0 www.davidleeandco.com N Y T o oy N AN s T ; : y Bi, B ¢
A - ew lear },‘m that is far supe- - less attractive and are sinned and ‘Lome‘ anothes safely into the un-
o i i rior to all others. used less and less. short of the giory of  p.c1ved neverto known.

and he replied:

‘Go out into the
darkness and put
your hand inte the
hand of God. That
shall be to you better’
than light and safter
than a known way.’

Author Unknown

2003, will soon be

Loft Living 2+ acres, large garden, conveniently lo- wrute this: This gif[ is the giﬁ of should not pcrish, but claiming this mes- a dim 'memory. but
cated. ; : & ; : : , i S g t Y3

e Home onlappioX. (5 aetesiienceitaity THE WINNING TEAM The MO\l Perfect eternal llfe through h_tfvc everlasting sage? every 'year God
waler, good roads, $57.700. cr.i'ff,’h W D Gift Jesus Christ our Sav-  life.”

hands us a shining
new package of time
filled with hope and
promise, which can

. 5 § . 's gif i j
patio, fresh paint. roof 4 years new. one year on car- SAM PE"nEnGBAST “NLEASHEB G.Od s gift, the ‘%—‘lf[ of number] then He be revealed only
el, gas range, washer and dryer stay, air conditioner S
pet. gas range, washe yer stay, air conditione His Son, who died on gave [the greatest when ' we have

stripped off the final
wrappings of the old.

Even as we put
away treasures of the
past greater treasures
of the future await us.

The Lord is the
Shepherd and we are
the lambs. He is the
leader and He knows
the way. All we have
to do is follow Him
in 2004.

Off Water lake lols;’lﬂﬂ X “’O()u!p 19 4ag, Lake Leon,, 5 i LY ] o sterdavs. and. face : Ak =D
S500. Jrid‘dg‘“ i e !U ). 088 Qicky Lee’ S lndo arehou | YiZlanpls 4CC life [the greatest.pos- HAPPY
Fox CAREGHSI and Merdihidiil's 680" $q.“11. on the tomorrows of session]. John 3:16

Main St., Ranger. ‘I v DAL : L A ¥, V
1-20 meagc. 495 acres, deer hunters dream. FLEG M a RK E 2604- {source of bracketed NE“
4,000 sq. ft. beautiful building can be used for olfices . ; :

or? ] ; Jonathan Edwards phrases unknown ). YEAR!!!!!

DELTA LOANS

Home Phone and Tax Service
Fast, Friendly, Quality Service!

Loans from *50 to $4954

Up to $20 Referral Fee
Direct Deposit Available
Phone Appointments Welcome
Serves Cisco, Eastland, Ranger, Breckenridge, Woodson & Albany
Home Phone Service

SHOP AT HOME THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON

Enjoy our cute and cozy storefront booths
full of great gifts. We will behaving many
special sales this holiday. Like the (weekly

Use our Sky Jack to put your Christmas
lights up safely this year! Now only
$45.00 for 2 1/2 hours, and after

Christmas use it again to take them down
free of charge.

Merry C hristmas

special) stop in for more details.

P JFEI]CII]G consmucnon

Fencing: Game, Cattle, and Reside

Steel Structure: Barns, Corrals, Carports,
Call Bill Johnson
254-433-0381

Wl- DO FREE ESTIMATES

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

ROOFING CONTRAC

In Business Since 1946

254-653-2397

ntial
Awnings

TORS

* Painting -

» Paper Hanging

* Sheetrock Repairs

* Blown Acoustical Ceilings
* Tape & Bedding

* Light Carpentry

Work Guaranteed » References

Interior & Exterior

Call Christopher Painting

254-442-1480 or 1-800-938-5097

¥ WMrFix It
t NO JOBTOO SMALL
4 Minor Repairs

Tape & Bed., House Painting

629-2542 - Cal

1208 W. Plummer

1- 14

Eastland TX

$77 Hookup - $42 Monthly

Carbon, Texas

Paul Williams Roohng Co.

Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed
All Types of Roofing

SPECIALIZING IN COLORED METAL ROOFS
25 Years Experience In Area
254-639-2330

5-104

For Your Computer Hardware & Software Needs §

H. G. Henderson
915-677-9125

Best Equipment * Best Prices

Credit Restoration
Debt Negotiation

P e ]

Foreclosure Solutions

Student Loan Defaults |

T

PHONE (254) 629-3331

ALL TYPES
DIRT WORK

Brandon Orms
1 8 Owner

S-1d

Good Steward Enterprises COMI\:UNITY RESOURCE SERVICES BRANDON'’S
. 3 ) Christian counseling ~ Scholastic tutorin
. American Financial Access, Inc. o ncllid g ERlich (EQSL) e dasseg DOZER SERVICE
William A. T. Destro - Owner » & Christian visitation in homes. All services Clearing Tanks
254-758-2720 | *  are free. Provided as community services by Grubbing [akes
williamdestro@xbusiness.com ' local Seventh-day Adventist Christians. Rukir}g Roads
J For further information/registration Elowing Fence Rows

817) 578-4155
(254) 653-7469
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As SPYKIDS" know, reading the newspaper is the best way
to stay on top of what’s happening. Life is an adventure,
so read the newspaper and discover the world.

And one day you might be on a mission of your own.
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Son Of Cross Plains Resident Moves Cornyn States Texas’
Up The Ladder Of Navy Leadership

by Mea Williams

Boston — Standing proud
in Boston’s harbor is the U.
St Navy’s = oldest
Commissioned warship,
USS Constitution.

The vessel stands as a
testament to 300 years of
Navy traditions and values,
and today serves as a training
platform for newly selected
chief petty officers, known as
“Chiefs.”

The time on board gave
the latest generation of senior
enlisted leaders a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to live,
work and train on the decks
of “Old Ironsides.”

Chief Petty Officer
Charles Barreras, son of Paul
Neeb of Cross Plains, was
among the few chiefs
selected from all points of the
globe to explore the warship,
learn principles of leadership
and reconnect with the
traditions and heritage of the
U. S. Navy.

Barreras described what a
typical day was like on board
Constitution. “It is an honor
being able to spend the
amount of time we have on
board this mighty warship.
The days are long and full of
training, which gives us so
much knowledge of how the
ship operated over the last
200 years.,”

Based on his experience,
Barreras described a few of
the similarities between
values of Sailors in today’s
Navy and those of Sailors in

E the I}Javy 300°years agof&é -

share the desire to protect the
freedoms we have and the
will to continue to improve

Computerized

Accounting Course
Being Offered At

Ranger College

Ranger College will be
offering a computerized
accounting course (ACNT
1411) during the Spring
semester. CA-Simply
Accounting, which is one of
the top 10 account ug
software programs, w¥'l be
used for the course.

CA-Simply Accounting
for Windows includes six
fully-integrated accounting
modules: General Ledger,
Payables Ledger,
Receivables Ledger, Payroll
LLedger, Inventory and
Services Ledger, and Project
Ledger. The text introduces
each module gradually so
that students can gain
experience working with
each of the program’s
components independently
prior to working with the
entire program.

The course is a four-
semester-credit-hour course
and will be offered on
Monday nights beginning at
6:00 pm, with the lab on
Tuesday nights at 6:00 pm.
Commuter registration will
begin on January 12. For
more information, call Linda
Gann at 647-3234 EXT. 130.

ADVERTISE IN
THE CLASSIFIEDS
AND GET
RESULTS

ey rrrry ey

rA Advanced Airduct
& Carpet Cleaning

i The Clean Air People
H Certified by the
| (e State Rotobrush ‘T
5 System with
Video Cam Inspection

Custom Made Hepa Filters

254-629-2900
Eastland

TSI,

y

’

/

¢ 4

] 30 Years Experience
’

y

)

ourselves.”

Barreras expressed
happiness and pride in his
sele N2 ief, and

conuucnted on the iessons
he'll share with fellow
Sailors once ne dons his new
khaki uniform. “T am very
proud 1 was selected as a
chief petty officer. I have
waited to don this uniform
and I will take many lessons
with me. The one lesson that
stands out the most is the
need to take care of the
people that work for you,”
said Barreras, husband to the
former Diannem Barreras
and father of three.

Aside from his duty as a
chief, Barreras spend times
with his family. “The things
I love are my children and
wife. My family is the
support in my life and I
would not be where I am
today if I didn’t have them.”

After days of intense
training and indoctrination
aboard the Navy's oldest
ship, Chief Pctty Officer
Charles Barreras and fellow
chiefs are equipped and
ready to serve in one of the
highly influential positions in

the Navy.

Submitted by the Navy
Public Affairs Center,
Norfolk, VA.

Cross Plains
254-725-7361
Closed Fridays

2-1991 Lincoln Conunumale Ynur Chmu.

90 Pontiac SE Bonneville 4 dr., V6. runs guud

Case To VA Secretary

Washington — U. S. Sen.
John Cornyn hosted
Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
Anthony J. Principi, in his
Washington office to discuss
the pending CARES
Commissicn report, Texas
VA facilities, and the needs
of Texas veterans.

“We had a great meeting
about the healthcare facilities
for veterans in the state of
Texas, and it looks like Texas
will do very well under the
proposed realignment of VA
health care services,” Cornyn
said following the meeting.
“But-there are some items of
particular concern, and our
visit was an opportunity to
continue expressing the
needs of Texans straight to
the top, an effort that will not
end with this meeting.”

Cornyn continued: “While
many positive
recommendations have been
made to improve health care
delivery to our veterans in
Texas, 1 remain concerned
about the possible closure of
the VA facilities in Waco and
Big Spring, and a significant
reduction in service at the
Kerrville facility,” Cornyn
said. “Sec. Principi is well
aware of those concerns, and
what Texas veterans expect
for the future.”

BI-RITE AUTO oftghion

Hiway 36
..$1250 each

93 Taurus 3.8 V6, looks, runs & drives goad (Whiled E ssi i it b i $1750

94 Ford Explorer V6. 4 dr., looks & runs good (White)

88 Lincoln Town Car"302 V8., 1ooks & rans good (light BIe).". s T Sy $950
AUTOMOBILES _

94 Lincoln Town Car a very nice car inside & out, way below book value........... $3250

96 Ford Taurus V6, loaded & nice (silver)...

95 Taurus SHO (top of the line) 3.2 V6. Iull\ Toaded & very nlu 2 000 umltr

book...

94 Taurus 1 8 V6 lonks runs & JI‘I\ (ST Y ._nml & nn]\
94 Mercury Sable 3.8, V6, a good clean car foronly................
95 Thunderbird V8, looks & runs very good, reduced to unl\

95 Geo Prizm. 4 dr., a nice car & way below book value (red)

32950

feesed 2990
52350

83 Lincoln Continental 4 dr., V6. a very clean car inside & oul.....ocooviieiieeiniinnn 388

TRUCKS -

VANS - SUVS

94 Ford F150 V8. auto., clean & runs very good..
94 Ford Explorer 4 dr., 4.0 V6. looks & runs very gmsd reduced to..
93 Ford F250 Diesel Super Cab, 5 sp., 100Ks & runs nice........oooovieiviiiiniarenn $3950

89 Ford F250 Diesel Super Cab, auto., week paint..

R et i D A R T T e $2650

94 Ford Aerostar, Ext. Van. 3 seats, looks & rurfs good, reduced 1o..........ccovnen. $1995
87 Chevy Conversion Van, 4 cap. seats. rear seat/bed, clean & runs good............5 1295
86 Ford F150 V8, Super Cab, looks & runs good - Reduced to only.........cco.vee.. $1295
92 Ford Azrostar 7 pass. mini van, 4.0 V6, good condition...............ocoovviniierennnn 3 1495
89 Ford Aerostar 7 pass. mini van, looks, runs good............ceeeenis S B U L A

SOME FIN

ANCING

AVAILABLE

Avi T. Deshmukh, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified in Urology

Frank V. Terrell, M.D.

Da-Thuy Van, D.O.
General Ophthalmology & Ophthalmic Surgery

Eastland Memorial Hospital

For Appointment call

(254) 629-2601

HEARING
DISORDERS
ARE
'FRUSTRATING

Causes vary.

Most can be helped.
Some with medicines.
Some with surgery.
Some with hearing aids.

CONSULT TWO
BOARD CERTIFIED SPECIALISTS
EAR/HEARING
BEFORE YOU SPEND
THOUSANDS ON HEARING AIDS

W. 0. Akin, M.D., F.A.C.S.
' And '
Joseph M. Brock, M.A., CCC/A

702 Hickory Street
Abilene, Texas 79601
325-677-2026

Cornyn has been very
active in working to prevent
the possible closure of the
- VA facilities in Waco and Big
Spring. He joined other
members of the Texas
delegation in September for
a meeting in Washington
witk. Dr. Robert Roswell,
Unaer Secretary of Health

.for the Department of
Veterans Affairs, to discuss
the future of the Big Spring
VA Medical Center.

He joined in sending
separate Congressional
letters of support for the
Waco and Big Spring VA
Medical Centers to Everett
Alvarez, Jr., Chairman of the
CARES Commission, which
will make a recommendation
to Principi, on the future of
the facilities.

Remember to
Renew Your
Subscription to
the
Newspaper

Thursday, January 1, 2004

Putnam Musical To Be Friday

Putnam Musical will be
held Friday, January 2, 2004.
Everyone is welcome. There
is no charge to come and lis-
ten to good country, western
and gospel music. Lots of

good musicians to entertain
you.

Kitchen will open at 5:30
p.m. The music will start at
6 p.m. Emcee will be Car’
Whiteley.

Adpvertise in the County
Classifieds and Get Results

’ ’

Caraways Used Cars

’

Loop 254 Ranger
. 647-1280

98 Ford Ranger -

96 Chevy S10 Pickup

93 Buick Regal
98 Pontiac Grand Am SE
91 Buick Ceritury Custom
98 Chevy Blazer LS
- 97 Buick LeSabre '

Motorola T720 GSM Flip Phane

$49.99

after $50 mail-In rebate & with a
2-year service agreement

($99.99 at time of purchase)

Nokia 3595 GSM Phone

$29.99

with a 2-year service agreement

Randolph Ford

Welcomes

JAVIAR MARTINEZ
to our Sales Staff

Javiar has lots of sales
experience & bi-lingual to
meet all of our customers

1-800-749-1616

needs.

on select rate pians

$49.99

($99.99 at time of purchase)

Add a line for $9.99 with F

" per line permo

Eastland

254-629-1411
973 East Main Street

Next door to Playoff Sports

Limited time offer expires 12/24/03. Requires credit appr
phone required for GSM calling plans. 500 Bonus Rolloy
and Secondary FamilyTalk lines. Rollover minutes apply to
are not transferable. Minutes will nof rollover until the first m
May require a one- of two-year service agreement for ea
minutes are shared by the additicnal lines. If the rate plan for the

Usage charges apply. 5150 early termination fee applies
Weekends 9pm Friday - 7am Monday. Other terms and ¢

**Cingular also imposes the following charges: a Regulatory
lobligations and charges Imposed by State and Federal 1elecom
The Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee is not a tax or governr

Samsung X427 GSM Flip Phone

after $50 mail-in rebate with a 2-
year service agreement

Sony Ericsson T226 GSM Phone

Free

after 520 mail-in rebate with a
2-year service agreement

(519.99 at time of purchase)

- on select plans $39.99 and hzgher ;
- Other charges apply. See below. |

,j:Hollida_'y Bonus Offer!’

Authorized Agent of

X cingular

~ Buy any accessory.
‘and 'take 25% ofﬂ ;
Ofler good on in-stock

metcflandlse Coupen required.
L Offerexpires 12/24/03.

WIRELn.Sh

1ent required charge.

LS

jone of the existing additional lines shall become the primary number on the rate plan previously subscribed to by the forme primary numbs ‘&
weekend minutes do not roll over. Included long distance applies to domestic calls. Airtime charges apply. Airtime and other measured usa
rounded up to the next full minute at the end of each call for billing purposes. Wireless Internet Express requited to use camera phone apph

Independent agents may impose additlonal equipment-related charges. Nights 9pm- 7aun
onditlons apply. See store for details. @ 2003 Cingulai Wireless LLC

Cost Recovery Fee of up to $1.25 to help defray its costs incurred in complying with
regulation, a gross receipts surcharge, and State and Federal Universal Service charges

tivation fee required for new service; 518 activation fee on each FamilyTalk line. GSM
« applled one time to your account. 500 Bonus M,
 plans $39.99 and higher. Rollover minutes are not, deemable fo- =ash or credit and
nth's billing. 2-year agreement required. Allow 10-12 weeks for rebate check. FamilyTalk:
line. lmnll) lalk plans include only package minutes included witt the primary number, and
primary number is changed to ineligible plan or the prim.

'tes are shared by the Primary

number I3 disconns-ted,

—— e e N Rl A [T e WA T AT TN




Tommy Dungan sang a
song called “Time Chan_2s
Every'l ‘ng.”’ At age 88, I
know those words are true,
especially the field of music.
To me, it is more evident at
Christmas than at other
times. Today itiseems that
Rock & Roll 'has pushed
religious music into the
dumpster. What a shame.

i yemember the beautiful
music I heard.and learned in
~isco in the 1920s and 30s.
I remember the Taylor sisters
and their exhilarating violin
music. They lived on East
14th Street and Avenue A,
near my home.

I remember Mr. Ely who
lived on East 16th. Street and
gave music lessons. Many of
his students became
wonderful musicians.

Stamps Baxter Quartet
music became the rage in the
1930s, and almo.. everyone
was attending Singing
Schools where they learned
shaped notes and the do-re-
mi method of reading music.

We could not leave for
Church on Sunday mornings
until we heard The
Chuckwagon Gang sing on
the radio. Their kind of
music always put us in the
right kind of mood for
Sundays.

Along with almost everyone
in town, we listened
faithfully to The Light Crust
Doughboys every weekday
at 12:30. I shall never forget
W. Lee O’Daniel and his
song, “Beautiful Texas,.”

T
I was fortunate to haye a _

good pianist and/or organist
at every church where I was
Pastor. At many locations I
was blessed with large
choirs, for which I will be
eternally thankful.

I have had some wonderful
music teachers in my day.
The Cisco High School Band
Director, Mr. Collum, taught
me to play the saxophone. |
went on to study music at the
Washington Conservatory of

Music and became a music
teacher; however, that
profession became a sideline
with me when I organized
my own Show-band and
began traveling over the
country. I found this new
venture to be so much more
exciting.

Mr. Collum taught me the
definition of music. He said
it was ‘any sound that is
pleasing to the ear” Wow!
So.me of the so-called
Christmas music I heard this
year certainly didn’t please
my ear!

Cisco is still blessed with
some fine musicians and
singers. There are some
excellent organists and
pianists in the various
churches, and some very
good singers too. Other
musicians, such as my old
friend, Gerald Parks, have
made their mark on the music
scene also. The Monday
Night Singers at the local
Nursing Home are a great
bunch, and their music is
greatly appreciated by the
patients there.

' read in my Bible that King
David played the harp. 1
hope that when I get to
Heaven he will play a duet
with me, because I expect to
have a harp also.

" The Idle American |

Dr. Don Newbury

Cisco Fress - Eastland Telegram - Ranger Times - Rising Star - Callahan County Baird Star

Just Remembering

By Jasper Cook

[f necessity truly were the
mother of invention, surely
the cloning experts plowing
new ground at Texas A&M
University would have
announced ring-necked
pheasants as the fifth species
to be successfully cloned at
the renowned College of
Veterinary Medicine.

After all, Vice President Dick
Cheney and his 10-member
“hunting” party recently shot
down 417 of 500 farm-raised
pheasants released after
shotguns were shouldered
and trigger fingers at itching
peak.... (The VP was said to
have brought dowi. 70 birds,
butrelax. Sponsors sureus
that the pheasa*s had
“sporting chances. That’s
close to the sam: thing
they’re saying about sitting
duck™ incumbent den.ocrats
running for congres ional
seats in newly-m. pped
districts....)

Anyways, at this rate, we're
bound to need bunches of
new pheasants - and fast. But
perhaps new birds will have
to wait....

% ok ok ok ok

Aggie scientists have instead
announced their newest
successful clone in Dewey,
believed to be the first-ever
cloned white-tailed deer.
Timing was everything, what
with “Christmasy” fables of
Rudolph and his gang—not
to mention hunting season—
at full bore.... (Pun intended.)
Dewey? Sounds more like a
Disney deal, perhaps one of
Uncle Huey’s triplet

nephews, or maybe a first

name for the Rice Owl....
* ok ko K

- Catch this scene - an Aggie

football coach reathlessly
calling the cloning office
(dial one if you want a
football player.cloned,
etc.)s... SN ithe
receptionist fespoads, “We
DO NOT clone football
players. Besides, there are
ethical considerations.
Don’t you think that if we
cloned a UT player he
would want to remain a
Longhorn, and an OU
player would want to remain
a Sooner?....”
K K k %k ok

Almost certainly, new

bumper stickers will come
off the presses soon. “A&M
- the BUCK starts here,” or
perhaps, “A&M - famous
for making FAST BUCKS.”
[f they can make enough
bucks, maybe the tide on
increasing tuition will be
stemmed. Grumbles are
destined to become roars on
that topic.... Meanwhile,
with the scientists,
meticulous timing, maybe
they will be consulted

concerning when—or
whether—to ler

Francione bobble-head
dolls....

Continuing with non-people
themes on the cusp of the
new year, aid you notice that
Keiko, the killer whale, died
a few weeks ago? Keiko
(“Lucky One” in Japanese),
having endeared himself to

-

Randolph Ford in Cisco

invites everyone to see them first
for their Service Needs

rey
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We handle automotive needs from oil
& filter changes to major engine repair. !

This Month’s Special

6 qt. Oil Change, Filter & Lube

529.95

Service Department Manager - Justin Kendall -

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
SINCE 1980
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Let Us Build Your New Home

or Room Addition
If You Can Dream It, We Can Build It!

-T. J. CLARK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

(254) 734-2755
0 (HBRH |F P. 0. Box 176 111 E. Roberts St.
Bl lHDO Gorman, TX 76454
‘-,".1',".:.'::.%.',‘.‘.-& 11;,_“‘.,;,‘; General Building Contractors - All Work Guaranteed
iy i) \&it Custom Homes - Remodeling - Commercial - Industrial - Farm
;)ﬂ-" “Financing - Free Estimates - Design, Engineering & Pian Services

5104

CHIROPRACTIC

FOR-BETTER HEALTH

LI 'E a

STEPHEN © BARRY D.C. CHIROPRACTOR

w» LEAFN v, PASS IT ON

“Qur lives beg.n to end 1. day we become silent about things that matter ™

Good health improves your quality of life. Millions have found chiropractic care (o be '
the treatment of choice for their headaches, back pain, or injuries following automobile,
athletic or work related accidents. To schedule an appointment call 629-1771.

Office hours: Monday - Friday 8-12; 2-6

(Closed Thursday afternoon)

Medicare, Auto/Health Insurance, Work Comp. Accepted

BARRY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

961 K. Muin « Eastland, TX ¢ 254-629-1771

--Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thursday, January 1, 2004

o ,the world as star of “Free

Willy,” became the cause
celebre when more than $20
million was raised to free
him from a Mexico City
aquarium. Ultimately
released to the sea, he
continued to prefer human
company to that of fellow
denizens of the deep. He
seemed always to wind up
back in a Norwegian bay,
performing for countless
applauding cruise ship
audiences marveling at the
antics of the 26-year-old
performer....

His burial became
paradoxical. Some people
choose burial at sea; this six-
ton celebrity was “buried at
land.” Fans and supporters
of Keiko, determined not to
cause a media frenzy,
arranged for a quiet burial in
the ;snow-bound pasture
during the deep darkness of
a Nord . winter, a short
distance ; »m where he died
of pneumc 1ia. Only seven

people - including his team
and the machine operator
who dug the massive grave -

were present.
* %k k k *k

Lest this be viewed as yet
another column devoid of
value, let it be concluded in
an instructive manner: In the
event you,are combing
classified ads to find a good
low-mileage vehicle this
winter, try to purchase an
exercise bicycle some well-
intentioned person bought
last winter.... Offer less than
the listed price; it’s a buyer’s
market...
Happy New Year!

* % %k k *
Dr. Newbury is an aut..or/
columnist/speaker in the

Metroplex.  More
information 1is avallable_ on
his website,

www.speakerdoc.com He
invites comments by e-mail,
newbury @speakerdoc.com
or by phone, 817-447-3872.

FIND THESE WORDS IN THE PUZZLE BELOW.

DEW
DRIZZLE
FOG
HAIL

r
HURRICANE
MIST
MONSOON
RAIN

SHOWER
SLEET
SNOW
SQUALL

THE WORDS READ UE DOWN AND ACROSS.
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We Clean The Most Neglected,
Unsanitary Part Of Your Home:

YOUR AIR DUCT SYSTEM!

J & J Air Conditioning, Inc.
106 Pogue Eastland, TX
254-629-2251 tacisonc 800-585-2251
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02 Ford F150 XLT Flareside, short bed, V8, auto, air, AM/FM, elect. windows e

&-10ckS, {CD HerI e S I T I COWNEE . . 2% e vvesmasnssons versit e tua ey (O TE R s $9950
01 Ford Ranger 4 cyl., 5 sp., AM/FM, air, 64K...........c.cccueerrruerureiinsneessessesenss $4750 |~
01 Ford Escort SE, 4 dr., auto, air, AM/FM, 65K.........coccoeviererereererersessasssesnens $4500 | |
01 Chevy Cavalier 2 dr., auto, air, 48K, AM/FM, Cass...........c.cceeruereressesesenes $4995 |
01 Kia Scpl‘l;i"zii.cl dr.,5 sp.‘,".ljr.,Al"vUFM. b [0 A e SO e s $3995 [
01 Chevy Lumina auto, air, AM/FM cass., elec. windows & locks, 52k.......$6550 :
01 Mercury Sable LS auto, air, AM/FM cass., elec. windows, locks & seats, =

GOKEME THaTE ek 2t AT T 8 LT o g YRR, Ao R Tk $6950 -1
00 Ford F150 Sport short bed, 6 cyl., s sp., air, AM/EM/CD, 38k. ............... $7250 :
00 Ford F150 6 cyl., 5 sp., short bed, air, AM/EM, cass.,

UL S T LI O s s e e Ly eue b e rTs o WIEIBIIM .\ . . houssesinsyivatavent $6550
00 Kia Sportage 5 sp., air, AM/FEM, elec. windows & l1ocks.........c.cccoennninn. $4995
00 Ford F150 XET .Ext. Cab 6 cyl., 5 sp., 72K.....cocciuierereseerinsienmusssissssssanes $9500
00 Ford F150 Ext. Cab XLT V8, auto, air, 61K
00 Ford F150 6 cyl., 5 sp., air, AM/FM, cass., cruise, tilt
00 Pontiac Sunfire 4 dr., auto, air, AM/FM, cass., cruise
00 Dodge Stratus auto, air, 67K
00 Ford Taurus SE auto, air, cruise, 64K
99 Ford Escort 2x2 2 dr., 4 cyl., 5 sp., air, AM/EM, 63K.........ccccoeitennesnesainens $3950

............................. $13,500

-—

99 Pontiac Grand Pra¥<hdr, S3K........occicviineiiisisenisaastilisis sssssnsenssnstiagun T TN $5995
99 Ford Diesel XILT'EXL CaD aUU0, AlT:....00oveecsreossiansttosssshstessisnsrtsasoiyon $14,500
2 98 Chevy'S10 4 YL 551, AIL..cciiiiiiiaituesenssessssssarss sittyssse e tsntsv et Seeree MRS $3750
F 83 Ford Pickup 3/4 I'on 4 cyl., 5 SP:, Qil....ivessasesssassesanassasasrasassssoFisainstsstatite e $750

U.S. Government Cars =~
2000 Ford Taurus SE auto, air, AM/FM cass., cruise, tilt, elec.
windows/10CKS, 03K...uuieeresrneressssrananss

WS e FERVAREREEREET T
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Basketball Schedule

Varsity Girls Lunge Forward
In Eula Holiday Classic

In the Girls First Round, the Baird Varsity Girls’s team took High School
a lunge forward in the Eula Holiday Classic Monday with a
win of 61 to 54 over Roscoe. Mon.-Wed., Dec. 29, 30, 31, There, TBA, VG, VB
This matched the Baird VG with Eula on Tuesday. . . Y
Eula took a deciding win over Winters in their.Monday - \ Fl'l., Jan. 2’ Throckmorton, Balrd’ 400’ JVG’ JVB’ VG’ VB
matchyithe-26. : % Tues., Jan. 6, Munday, Baird, 4:00, JVG,JVB, VG, VB
Tuesdays results were not available as of the printing of ?
* this edition. . Fri., Jan. 9, Cross Plains, There, 6:30, JVG, VG
In the Baird-Roscoe game, McDowell scored 20 points for b
Baird followed by T. Windham with 14 and Bell with 12. Tues., Jan. 13, Albany, Baird, 4:00, JVG, JVB, VG, VB
Top scorer for Roscoe was M. Solis with 20. _
As of Monday, Baird held a record of 11-4. Roscoe’s record Fri., Jan. 16, Gorman, There, 4:00, JVG, JVB, VG, VB
was 9-6. .
The Baird Varsity Boys lost in a very close game (3 OT) to Tues., Jan. 20’ Ranger’ Balrd’ 4:00’ JVB’ JVB’ VG’ VB
Eula. The end score was Eula 56, Baird 52. { Fri.. Jan. 23 TBA
s o

On Monday, Eula VB held arecord of 12-3, Baird VB 9-2.
The Girls Division Championship Game for the Eula Tues., Jan. 27, Cross Plains, Baird, 4:00, JVG, JVB, VG, VB

tournament will be played on Wednesday, Dec. 31 at 1:00 p.m. f
More results from the Eula Holiday Classic-will be in next % Fri., Jan. 30, Albany, There, 4:00, JVG, JVB, VG, VB

weeks edition.

‘ " Tues., Feb. 3, Gorman, Baird, 4:00, JVG, JVB, VG, VB
Basketball Scores Fri., Feb. 6, Ranger, There, 4:00, JVG, JVB, VG, VB
Eula Holiday Classic Tues., Feb. 10, TBA i ;
il etk B : Fri,, Feb? 13, Cross Plains, ‘There, 6:30, JVB, VBt o1 ssmurof oo

Baird 12 7 8 116 6 2 -52
Eula 8 10 8 12 6 6 6 -56

Baird - J. Sims 23, ] E Sims 8. Mendez Junfor High
7, Rodriguez 6, Scott 6, Morgan 2. ;
Eula - Hendley 10, White 10, Pickens Jan. 5, Gorman, Here, 5:00, 7B, 8B, 7G, 8G
16, P 8, Dement 3, Dodder 4,
i e v e Jan. 12, Ranger, There, 5:00, 7B, 8B, 7G, 8G
Recofd bl o 9 Bada 2 Jan. 17, Cisco Tourney, There, TBA, TBA
Baird 6], Roscos >4 Jan. 19, Abilene Christian, Here, 5:00, 7G, 8G, 7B, 8B
Girls First Round
gaifd 1145 1102 1172 2195 '6514 Jan. 26, Cross Plains, There, 6:00, 7B, 8B, 8G
0scoe =
Roscoe - M. Solis 20, Alexander 11, Jan. 29 & 31, Albany Tourney, TBA, TBA, TBA
Osborne 13, Eldred 7, S. Solis 3.
Baird - McDowell 20, T. Windham 14, Feb. 2, Albany, Here, 6:00, 7G, 8G
112, Harris 8, Follett 3, Wi
R s Feb. 2, Albany, There, 6:00, 7B, 8B
RgoidssiRopcos o baird Lt Feb. 9, Cross Plains, Here, 6:00, 7B, 8B, 8G

ClydeiEhncyare Callahan County Parker
And Supply Baird Star Canterbury Villa Funeral Home
1;9931‘::.2(368(1)1 211 Market St. Baird, TX 25 Years Service to Baird
= S Pre-Need Fuenral Plans
A )\ J|

= -

Hanner 3
Taylor Electric Chevrolet, Pontiac, Wits End
Coop GMC Tea Room & Gift Shop
 Bai 400 Pine St.
-800-992- 1-20 In Baird S
e 854-1133 / 854-1812

J

First National
Bank Of Baird

Brownwood ‘B% Grumpe’s : Ru;?‘jl(:-lsl:lcrles

TV Cable Co. [ Specialties l 244 Market
1-800-527-2576 Go Bears! S ankel 854-1295
o 893-4227 Member FDIC

7

4

_X

Tan ) J i
4 ARV ;.\D D V ol  \E
Pizza House ‘)v S S e ‘ Flowers Unique
Dine In - Take Out Insurance Agency 107 Oak St.
" Hours: 11-10 114 Cherry Lane Clyde

J Clyde
893-4141 893.8256 893-4252

Clyde Insurance
Bonnie Howe

Angela Martinez |
893-4225 J




From Page One.....

2003
Shutues often made their
e-entry high in the

atmosphere on the south side
of the county, making a
hypersonic dive to a landing
at Cape Canaveral, Florida.

This morning about 7:55
a.m. the Shuttle crossed the
California coast high above
San Francisco. Within the
next minutes it streaked
across Nevada, Arizona, New
Mexico and West Texas
veeging slightly north of the
usual Shuttle paths.

As it reached the vicinity
of Stephens and Palo Pinto
County, sonic booms were
heard and the craft glowed
with an eerie light. At that
time, about 8 a.m., Mission
Control in Houston and Cape
Canaveral lost all contact
with Columbia.

Several bright streaks were
seen in the skies near Ft.
Worth, then debris began to
rain down on Nacogdoches
and other areas.

Citizens across Texas, like
others throughout the nation,
were profoundly shocked. By
the end of the day, lawmen
and private citizens were

notified to look for pieces
blown to earth from the
explosion.

The explosion of the
Shuttle Columbia and loss of
the astronauts was a tragic
event of a lifetime. And it
happened only a few seconds
from us.

Then came the war in Iraq,
and it was no surprise.
Saddam Hussein was a
dictator who had defied the
United Nations ever since the
Gulf War settlement 12 years
before.

Most people rallied when
the President announced on
March 19 that he chose to
send the might of the U. S.
Military into battle on foreign
soil rather than await the day
when “mass murder” might
be unleashed on the American
homeland.

It sounded so simple. But
along with the war came that
parade of pictures in thr
newspapers, fresh-faced

young people going to an
ancient country to risk their
lives.

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK
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. need you today! Tuition reimbursement. Up to FOR SALE
December 28, 2003 37 cents/mile. Guaranteed home time. Pay on ~ FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTYV SYSTEMS including
delivery. USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642. installation! FREE 3 MONTHS HBO (7 movie
ADOPTION DRIVERS! MILES! MILES! Miles! Longhaul, channels) with subscription. Access 225+ TV
Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond regional, lease operators, Friday paydays, in-cab channels. Digital quality picture/sound. Limited

medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
We can help. We specialize in malching families
with birthmothers nationwide. Toll Free 24 hours a
day, 1-866-921-0565. One True Gift Adoptions.

AUCTION

ABSOLUTE AUCTION - JANUARY 15th, Utopia,
Texas. Luxury Home and Game Ranch. 130+/-
acres in parcels. J.P. King Auction, 1-800-558-5464.
William Scott Swenson. Bro: Jerry Craig King
AUCTNRO00006960, 10% Buyer's Premium.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

1-800-VENDING, 90 MACHINES- $8,670. The
best locations. 1-800-836-3464, 24 hours.

MAKE $4653.00 PER MONTH. Limited time
offer. Seeking 6 reps in Texas for Home Business
Opportunity with Liquidation Company, Call
now, 1-800-961-7678 for free information
www.baatradingpost.com

DRIVERS WANTED

DRIVERS AND OWNER/OPERATORS...
MORE CASH! NEW YEAR, NEW PAY! Sign
on bonus. Van, flatbed, autohaul and heavy haul
CDL training available. Swift Transportation
1-866-333-8801, www.SwifltTruckinglobs.com

DRIVERS-AVERAGE $40,000 a year! No
hazmat! Dry vans or dry bulk pneumatics
Mainly Midwest. Respect! 2 years OTR, Class
CDL/A, Tiona Truck Line, 1-800-821-3046,
Ext. 1124

DRIVERS/CDL/A - A NEW DRIVER Pro-
gram! Flatbed and van drivers, | year T/T expe-
rience. $50,000 yearly potential. High weekly
miles, SMX, 1-800-247-8040, www.smxc.com

Callanan County (Baird) Star

The war began with “shock
and awe"” pictures of bombs
bursting over Baghdad. The
invasion followed, with a
column moving across the
deserts in the south. Hard,
gritty fighting, but brilliantly
executed!

In April we were treated to
the capture of Baghdad, with
statues of Hussein being
pulled down. Surely the
resistance was crumbling.

Oddly enough, it wasn’t.
And by the way, where was
Saddam Hussein?

The  daily  killing
continued, with guerilla-like
warfare around the crumbling
streets of the towns.

But finally, on Dec. 13, the
whereabouts of Saddam
Hussein was revealed.
American forces caught him
in a farmhouse near a town to

the north of Baghdad. Or,
more accurately, he was
under a farmhouse, down in
a narrow hole.

In Texas, the year 2003 will
also probably go down in
history as the year of the
Republican Redistricting.

At first many people were
surprised - they thought they
had been redistricted in 2001,
after the 2000 census.

Yes, they were, but they
were about to get it again.
This time only the U. S.
Congressional Districts were
involved, but that was enough
to create a stir that lasted for
months.

Four Republican leaders
reportedly directed these
efforts: Tom Delay, Speaker
of the U. S. House of
Representatives, Gov. Rick
Perry, Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst; and Tom Craddick
of Midland, Speaker of the
Texas House of
Reépresentatives.

They said they wanted to
draw lines to better reflect the
G. O. P. voting in the State.

In order to do so, they
would have to eliminate some
districts and about every
Democratic office holder.
Craddick also wanted a new
district with Midland at its
head.

Obviously the Democrats
didn’t like this line of
reasoning. They voiced
concerns about minority
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votes and rural votes being
dominated by cities.

Republicans first offered a
new map in the last weeks of
the regular Legislative
Session. Then 51 House
Democrats boycotted a vote
on the issue by fleeing to
Ardmore, Oklahoma, for
several days in May.

They didn’t return until a
House deadline passed and
the measure was killed for the
regular session.

Then Gov. Rick Perry
called the first of three special
sessions, each costing
millions of dollars. During the
first 30-day session the House
passed the measure.

Republican Bill Ratliff
joined 11 Democrats to
prevent the bill from being
considered in the Senate.
Under rules and tradition, it
took two-thirds of a majority
to pass a bill there.

In a second special session,
Dewhurst dropped the two-
thirds tradition for the Senate,
and 11 Democrats fled to
Albuquerque, N. M. to
boycott the measure. When
one of their group defected
they came back.

A third special session was
called, and things grew more
tense. Senator Troy Fraser (
R ) had always opposed the
redistricting, saying it was
bad for his District. He was
one of the few Republicans
who did not back down.

On Sunday night, Oct. 12
in Austin the bill finally
passed the Senate.

The re-drawn maps of the
Congressional Districts were
shocking to many. Twenty-
eight counties in the state
were split, and the 17"
District ifi West Texas was
demolished.

In its place were three
jagged horizontal Districts -
District 13 in the Amarillo
area in North Texas; District
19, with Eastland and
Callahan Counties dangling
on the east end of a District

anchored in Lubbock and the
South Plains; and District 11,

reaching from Brown County
to Midland.

It appeared that U. S. Rep.
Charles Stenholm, who had
represented the 17" District
since 1978 would have to run
against Lubbock Rep. Randy
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1-888-443-4040.
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Neugebauer (R ). Both are on
the House Ag. Committee, so
agriculture was sure to lose
one spokesman.

The primary deadline was
moved to March 9, 2004 in
hopes that it could be met.

After the vote in favor of
redistricting, the matter
moved to the Courts. A
lawsuit was filed by the
Democrats in Tyler, but then
moved to a Federal Court in
Austin,

On Friday, Dec. 19 a panel
of Judges ruled in favor of the
Republican plan, stating it
was legal in Texas to redistrict
between census counts.
Another Court ruled that the
new maps protected the
interests of minorities.

So much attention had
been focused on redistricting
that most citizens were
blissfully unaware of a
number of other laws enacted
by the Legislature during the
regular session. County
officials were bringing back
the news from Austin - but it
was still hard to see the effects
of the $10 billion shortfall.

Then, in August, Carole
Keaton Strayhorn, State

Comptroller, sent newspapers
a huge list of new fees the
public would pay in many
areas of life.

“Texans To Pay $2.7
Billion More Under New
State Laws,” her headlines
read. '

She listed new fees for
teachers and school
employees, health care
(including rural Doctors),
children (including increased
rates for CHIPS participants),
and business and
professionals. The
professionals included Courts
and Attorneys.

There were also ex!ra

charges for agriculture and
animals, and automobiles and
boats. All this was to take
effect Sept. 1.

In addition, there were to
be increases in many traffic
violations. DWI’s were
particularly affected by the
new charges. If you were
driving while intoxicated you
could face the loss of your
driver’s license as well as
hundreds of dollars in
charges.

Most citizens supported the
idea of more charges for the
DWTI’s - they said that might
be one way to get them off the
roads.

But the effect of the whole
package would go far beyond
that - it ushered in a day when
it would cost a lot more to live
in Texas and do business here.

Another spin-off from the
78" Session of the Texas
Legislature was an
Amendment Election in
November. The public had 22
proposed amendments to
consider, including
everything from Medical
lawsuit caps to property taxes
and the regulation on
wineries.

There is usually a low
turnout for Amendment
Elections, but this one drew
out a few more voters.
Statewide. all the
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amendments passed, but in
Eastland and Callahan

Counties about two failed to

win voter approval.

The amendment on
wineries also won - wine
producers can now sell their
products by mail anywhere in
Texas, including “dry” areas.

Since 1925, area people
have taken special pride in the
11* Court of Appeals located
in the Eastland County
Courthouse. Traditionally its
District has 23 counties -
including Callahan County. A
Chief Justice and two other
Judges have heard the cases.

Local people were shocked
in 2003 to see a challenge
being mounted to the location
of this State Court.

It came with a Bill in the
House of Representative
asking that the territory of the
Court be enlarged by several
more counties, including

Midland, Ector, Martin,

Andrews, and Gaines.

Reportedly Speaker of the
House Craddick urged that
Senator Fraser support this
Bill, but he did not. The Bill
passed the House and then the
Senate, however.

The measure moved
Midland County appellate
matters from the 8" Court of
Appeals in El Paso. It also
placed Midland in a strong
political position to get a local
Judge on the appellate bench.
This move could be the first

step in relocating the Court
from Eastland to Midland.

A Judge from El Paso said
that the decision to redistrict
- which hasn’t been done
since the 1920s -
is’“Unquestionably a political
decision with no basis for the
move.” :

In an interview with the
Eastland/Callahan County
Newspapers in June, Senator
Fraser spoke out against any
plan to redistrict the Court.

Both Sen. Fraser and Rep.
Jim Keffer declared they
would work to keep the Court
in this area.

But the matter has left an
uneasy feeling with local
people.

In reviewing 2003, we are
reminded over and over that
no one can really live alone,
not in Callahan County or
anywhere else.

Even as this is written new
things are unfolding. We can
only guess what the future
holds.

Inside our communities,
local leaders and citizens
have worked hard to uphold
our quality of life.

We are indebted to so many
- our doctors and medical
personnel, lawmen, firemen,
public officials, businessmen;
school personnel, and the
whole network of family and
friends that comprise our
world.

And let’s never forget our
servicemen and women in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and
many places throughout the
world.

May we all have a Happy
New Year and live under the
blessings of God.
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Redistricting Case
Moves Through

Courts |
~ Some of the proceedings
in the trial over redistricting
in Texas ended in Austin on
Tuesday (Christmas Eve),
and now the case will be con-
sidered by a three-judge fed-
eral panel.

One Federal Judge said a
ruling would come at the end
of next week at the earliest.

So far, all the rulings have
favored the Republican plan
for Congressional redistrict-
ing and the new map ap-
proved by the House and Sen-
ate.

This map could put as
many as seven additional Re-
publicans in Texas’ congres-
sional delegation, which is
now held 17-15 by Demo-
crats.

Republicans hold a major-
ity in Congress, and the new
Texas map would add to that.

Last week the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice" gave clear-
ance to the map after review-
ing it for Voting Rights Acts
violations. But that does not
stop further litigation on the
map.

Some say this matter will
go all the way to the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

In the ruling Tuesday, At-
torneys for the state used only
a part of their allotted - time
to defend the map drawn by
the Republicans.

Attorney General Gregg
Abbott reportedly said there
was no need to defend the
map, for the state felt Demo-
cratic and minority plaintiffs
did not prove their case.

.The cagse is largely being
tried on the technicalities of
minority representation.

The Federal Panel could
alter the new map some if
they find violations - but re-
tain the same districts. Or
there is a possibility that they
could thrown out the whole
thing.

In the meanwhile, candi-
dates and counties are prepar-
ing for the March 9 Primary
Election. Apparently, candi-
dates who have filed under
the current map will have to
re-file if the new map is fi-
nally accepted.

One of the Districts in
limbo on this is the 17th Con-
gressional District, which in-
cludes a large part of West
Texas. Under the new map it
will be redrawn into three dis-
tricts, taking in territory all
the way to Midland and the
New Mexico border west of
Lubbock.

If the new plan is upheld,
Eastland and Callahan
County will land on the east
side of an area called District
19.
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Call Margaret for all
yourlocal happenings
and up to date news
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