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The Year that Was
Winters chief o f police steps down, Davis new chief

B Y  ftU BEN  C AN TU -R Q P R iG U EZ
BALLINGER LEDGER

WINTERS- Five year veteran Winters 
Chief of Police Nathan Johnson will be 
leaving the Pohce Department at the end 
of the current fiscal year, after submit­
ting his letter of resignation to the Win­
ters City Council.

Johnson, who has been leading the 
Winters PD since 2008, submitted his 
letter of resignation on Monday, July 15, 
2013 after the regular City Council meet­

ing. The resignation will be effective at 
the end of September of 2013.

Johnson said he chose not to renew 
his 2-year contract, and submitted his 
notice in a private marmer after the City 
Council meeting.

“The City Council is completely satis­
fied and thrilled with Chief Johnson’s 
performance,” said Winters City Mayor 
Lewis Bergman. “He has been an out­
standing chief, he is a man of high integ­
rity and accomphshments,” he added.

WINTERS ENTERPRISE PHOTOS
Five-year veteran Winters Chief of Police Nathan Johnson 
announced in July that he would be leaving the depart­
ment at the end of the fiscal year. Succeeding him as chief 
was former OIney Chief of Police Randall Joe Davis, who 
was sworn in Aug. 1.

P Y  RUBEN C ANTU -ROD RIGU EZ
BALLINGER LEDGER

WINTERS- Former OIney Chief of Police 
and most recently serving as an officer 
for the Winters Pohce Department, Ran- 
daU Joe Davis was sworn in last Thurs­
day, August 1, 2013, as the new Winters 
Chief of Pohce. Davis was sworn in at the 
City Hah by Mayor Pro-Temp Armando 
Tamez.

Davis, originahy from Brownwood and 
with strong ties to Goldthwaite, has been

worldng fgr the Winters P.D. for almost 
three years? Davis whl be taking over the 
position left by Nathan Johnson, who 
served as Chief of Pohce for five years.

“I would like to thank the Mayor, City 
Council and Chief Johnson for their be- 
hef and their trust in me, it’s been a great 
deal, I think we have a great city and 
department to work with and I’m look­
ing forward to it,” said Davis after being 
sworn in.

SEE C H IEF, 4

Winters ISD hires 
new athletic director

BY RUBEN C ANTU -ROD RIGU EZ
BALLINGER LEDGER

WINTQIS- Springlake- 
Earth ISD Athletic Director 
and Head Footbah Coach 
Stan Caffey was voted 
Thursday, February 28, 
2013 at a Winters school 
Board of Trustees spe­
cial caUed meeting as the

new Winters ISD Athletic 
Director and Head FootbaU 
Coach.

Coach Caffey was hired 
and whl officiahy take over 
the duties of the Bhzzards’ 
athletic program, starting 
March 25, 2013.

“Mr. Caffey (...) has suc-

SEE A D , 4

String o f deaths 
shocks

Runnels County
BY RUBEN C ANTU -ROD RIGU EZ
BALLINGER LEDGER

WINTERS- The death 
of three people in seven 
days shock the commu­
nity of Winters last week. 
The three cases occurred 
under different circum­
stances, but all of them 
are initially being treated 
by the Winters Pohce De­
partment as suicides.

The case of Priscilla 
Hernandez, 30-years-of- 
age, was the first one of 
the week. Priscilla had a 
background of a troubled 
hfe, and was foimd after 
she apparently hung her­

self at a house located at 
508 Alexander Street.

On Friday, August 
31, Johimy Wilborn, 
40-years-of-age, of Win­
ters, Texas was found at 
601 N Melwood Street. 
The Winters Pohce De­
partment beheves that 
the man hung himself.

Finahy, in the third 
case, Conifacio Benny 
Hernandez, 54-years-of- 
age, of Winters, Texas, 
left a note for his fam­
ily and his body was 
found at 208 Roberts 
Street on Saturday, Sep-

SEE D EATH S, 4

Texas 4000 ride brings 
cancer awareness 
to Runnels County

BY RUBEN CANTU -RDD RIGU EZ
BALLINGER LEDGER

WINTERS- Pedaling 
their way from Cedar 
Park, Texas to Alaska, 
one of the world’s tough­
est bicycle rides stopped

this week in Winters, to 
raise awareness among 
local residents about 
cancer, and enjoy the 
hospitahty of town.

The Texas 4000,

SEE RID E, 4

Texas Historical Commission approves Chick-Inn historical m arker
BY R U B ^  C ANTU -RD D RIG U EZ
BALLINGER LEDGER

WINTERS- The Texas Historical Com­
mission approved a new historical 
marker for Runnels County. The Chick- 
Inn historical marker wih be placed this 
year honoring the drive-in diner that was 
located on the south side of Winters dur­
ing the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s.

Friday, January 25, 2013 the 16 com­
missioners of the Texas Historical Com­
mission gathered to discuss and choose 
the 225 historical markers to be ap­
proved for this year throughout the state. 
Results of the meeting were announced 
on Monday, January 28.

The marker was approved despite the

fact that 2013 is the first year that the 
Texas Historical Commission set up a 
limit to the markers to be granted.

The Chick-Inn was the teen hangout 
during those times. Many folks who grew 
up in Winters have fond memories of the 
Chick-Iim.

The marker application to the Texas 
Historical Commission was submitted in

2012.
Chick-Inn tiles and t-shirts are available 

at the Stitchin’ Post in Winters. For more 
info about t-shirts contact Betty at 895 
5172, Theresa at 365 0856, or Randall at 
754 4542.

Donations can be sent to Z.I. Hale Mu­
seum - Chick hm, P.O. Box 211, Winters, 
Texas 79567.
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Grover Cleveland (G.C.) 
Harville

Grover Cleveland (G.C.) Harville,
94, of Winters, died Dec. 26, 2013.
He was bom Dec. 19,1919 in 
Cooper and moved to Winters at 
the age of 6. He participated in and 
survived both the great depression 
(as a child) and World War n with 
the United States Army serving in 
the European Theater and retired 
from the United States Air Force.
He was a professing Christian and a 
cowboy at heart.

He was preceded m death by his 
wife, Steve Harville, and several brothers and sisters.

He is survived by two sons, Donald Harville of Winters 
and Robert HarviUe of Ovalo.

The body will be cremated and a private service will be 
held at a later date.

Happy trails cowboy and may the good Lord take a liken 
toya.

Winters Enterprise, Thursday, January 2, 2014

Stella Louise Ferguson 
Green

WINTERS -- SteUa Louise Ferguson 
Green, 69, died Wednesday, Dec. 25,
2013, at her home surrounded by 
loved ones. She was bom Oct. 21,
1944, to Mae and Robert Ferguson.

Survivors include her husband,
Marion Green of Winters; two 
dau^ters. Debora Shipley and hus­
band Nelson of Austin, Carol Green 
of Austin: four grandsons, Jason 
Ventress and wife Mssy of Winters,
Shane Ventress of Winters, David 
Pittsley and wife Bria of Houston, 
and Brett Hall of Abilene; three granddaughters, Jenni­
fer Buster and husband Nate of Austin, Brandi NaUy of 
Colorado, and Rachel Pittsley and Shawn Spratley of New 
York; nine great-grandsons; six great-granddaughters; her 
mother, Mae Ferguson of Ballinger; a brother, David Fergu­
son and wife Dee of Ballinger; two sisters, Ruth Grenwelge. 
and husband Charles of Winters, and Addie Kuzenka and 
husband James of Gatesville.

Louise was preceded in death by her father, Robert Fer­
guson; two daughters, Stella Green and Mary Dunn; and a 
son, Robert Green.

A private service will be held at a later date for the fam­
ily.

The family would like to extend a very special thanks to 
the nurses and staff of Hospice of San Angelo/Ballinger 
for their love and care and to Pastor Art Taylor.

“Remember me with smiles and laughter for that’s the 
way I’ll remember you all. If you can only remember me 
with tears, then don’t remember me at all.’’

Winters Enterprise, Thursday, January 2, 2014

^Pamela Joy Brice Gandy
Pamela Joy Brice Gandy, 54, died Thursday, Dec. 19, 

2013, at her residence. Graveside service was held Dec. 27 
in Lawtdiaven Memorial Gardens. Arrangements were by 
Johnson’s Funeral Home.

Survivors include her husband, Eddie Wayne Gandy of 
San Angelo; children Aaron Gandy and Sarah Kay Gandy, 
both San Angelo; and sisters Shirley Strakos of San Ange-

Winters Enterprise, Thursday, January 2, 2014

Obamacare saga 
story of the 

year for 2013
The glitch-plagued rollout of President Barack Obama’s 

health care overhaul was the top news story of 2013, fol­
lowed by the Boston Marathon bombing and the dramatic 
papal changeover at the Vatican, according to The Associ­
ated Press’ annual poll of U.S. editors and news directors.

The saga of “Obamacare” — as the Affordable Care Act 
is widely known — received 45 first-place votes out of 
the 144 ballots cast for the top 10 stories. The marathon 
bombing received 29 first-place votes and the papal tran­
sition 21.

Other strong contenders were the bitter partisan conflict 
in Congress and the leaks about National Security Agency 
surveillance by former NSA analyst Edward Snowden.

Last year, the top story was the massacre of 26 children 
and staff at an elementary school in Newtown, Conn. That 
result came after a rare decision by the AP to re-conduct 
the voting; the initial round of balloting had ended Dec.
13, a day before the Newtown shooting, with the 2012
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Final roll call of those who passed in 2013
Both were mold-breaking former 

heads of state who reshaped their 
own countries and the world. Nelson 
Mandela, revered for his efforts to end 
apartheid in South Africa, and Mar­
garet Thatcher, the “Iron Lady” who 
imposed her will on Britain’s politics 
and economy, were among notables 
who died in 2013.

Mandela, who died Dec. 5 at age 95, 
was considered a master of forgive­
ness. He became South Africa’s first 
black president after spending 27 
years in prison for championing equal­
ity against the white-rninority govern­
ment, and he inspired the world by 
seeking a relativdy peaceful transition 
of power.

As Britain’s only female prime min­
ister, Thatcher ruled for 11 years and 
showed an unshakable faith in the free 
market, leaving behind a leaner govern­
ment and more prosperous nation. 
While she had fierce critics, praise for 
her leadership came in from around 
the world when she died in April at 87.

Other political figures who died this 
year included Venezuelan leader Hugo 
Chavez, former Italian premier Giulio 
Andreotti, Poland’s ex-prime minister 
Tadeusz Mazowiedd, France’s Pierre 
Mauroy, and Hungary’s Gyula Horn, 
prominent mayors of New York and 
Beijing, Ed Kodi and Chen Xitong, and 
former U.S. Senators Frank Lautenberg 
and Harry F. Byrd.

Also dying in 2013 was a man whose 
invention you may hold as you read 
this. Doug Engelbart, who died in July, 
invented the computer mouse and de­
veloped other teclmology that changed 
the way people work, play and com­
municate. Others from the world of 
science and technology who died this 
year included the Manhattan Project’s 
Donald F. Homig, Nobel Prize winners 
Frederick Sanger, Robert Edwards and 
Kenneth Wilson, and audio pioneers 
Ray Dolby and Amar Bose and astro­
nauts C. Gordon Fullerton and Scott 
Carpenter.

In arts and entertainment, this year 
saw the death of one who was hugely 
influential though not technically an 
entertainer at all. Roger Ebert,<who 
died in April, was America’s most 
popular film critic, telling audiences 
wMch movies to see or avoid with his 
famous thumbs-up or thumbs-down 
reviews.

Others from the entertainment world 
who died this year included actors 
James Gandolfini, Jane Kean, Annette 
Funicello, Jean Stapleton, Bonnie Frank­
lin, Cory Monteith, Frank Thornton and 
Conrad Bain, as well as the swimming 
star Esther Williams .and the Bollywood 
villain Pran, Musicians^ipduded George 
Jones, Van Clibum, Lou Reed, Donald 
Byrd, Ray Manzarek, Bebo Valdes, 
Mindy McCready, Chrissy Amphle and 
Chris Kelly. Among others: writer Tom 
Qancy, director Nagisa Oshima and 
ballerina Maria Tallchief.

Here is a roll call of some who died 
in 2013. (Cause of death dted for 
younger people if available.)

JANUARY
Patti Page, 85. Singer who stumbled 

across “Tennessee Waltz” and made it 
one of the best-selling recordings ever. 
Jan. 1.

Conrad Bain, 89. Veteran stage and 
film actor who became a star in middle 
age as the kindly white adoptive 
father of two young African-American 
brothers in the TV sitcom “Diff rent 
Strokes.” Jan. 14.

Nagisa Oshima, 80. Japanese film 
director acdaimed for “Empire of Pas­
sion” and “In the Realm of the Senses.” 
Jan. 15.

Pauhne Friedman Phillips, 94. Under 
the name of Abigail Van Buren, she 
wrote the long-running “Dear Abby” 
newspaper advice column read by mil­
lions. Jan. 16.

Donald F. Homig, 92. Sdentist who 
served as a key figure on the Manhat­
tan Project, an adviser to three U.S. 
presidents and president of Brown 
University. Jan 21.

FEBRUARY
Ed Koch, 88. Former New York 

mayor and combative poHtidan who 
rescued the city from near-financial 
ruin during three City Hall terms. Feb.
1.

Donald Byrd, 80. Hard-bop trum­
peter of the 1950s who collaborated 
on dozens of albums with top artists 
of his time and later enjoyed commer­
cial success with hit jazz-funk fusion 
records such as “Black Byrd.” Feb. 4.

Mindy McCready, 37. She hit the top 
of the country music charts before per­
sonal problems sidetracked her career. 
Feb. 17. Apparent suicide.

C. Everett Koop, 96. He raised the 
profile of the surgeon general by rivet­
ing America’s attention on the then- 
emerging disease known as AIDS and 
by railing against smoking. Feb. 25.

Van Clibum, 78. Pianist whose 
triumph at a 1958 Moscow competi­
tion helped thaw the Cold War and 
launched a spectacular career that 
made him the rare classical musician 
to enjoy rock-star status. Feb. 27.

MARCH
Hugo Chavez, 58. Fiery populist 

president of Venezuela who declared 
a socialist revolution, cmsaded against 
U.S. influence and championed a leftist 
revival across Latin America. March 5. 
Cancer.

Stompin’ Tom Connors, 77. Country­
folk singer whose toe-tapping musical 
spirit and fierce patriotism established 
him as one of Canada’s biggest cultural 
icons. March 6.

Bebo Valdes, 94. Renowned pia­
nist, composer and bandleader who 
recorded with Nat “King” Cole and was 
a key participant in the golden age of 
Cuban music. March 22.

APRIL
Roger Ebert, 70. First journalist to 

win a Pulitzer Prize for movie criticism, 
who, on his long-running TV review 
program, wielded the nation’s most 
influential thumb. April 4.

Margaret Thatcher, 87. Conservative 
British prime minister who infuriated 
European allies, found a fellow believer 
in Ronald Reagan and transformed her 
country by a mthless dedication to free 
markets. April 8. Stroke.

Annette Funicello, 70. Child star 
on “The Mickey Mouse Qub” in the 
1950s who then teamed with Frankie 
Avalon on ‘60s fun-in-the-sun movies 
with names like “Beach Party Bingo.” 
April 8. Complications from multiple 
sclerosis.

Robert Edwards, 87. Nobel prizewin­
ner from Britain whose pioneering in 
vitro fertilization research led to die 
first test tube baby. April 10.

Maria Tallchief, 88. One of America’s 
first great prima ballerinas who gave 
life to “The Nutcracker,” “’Firebird,” and 
other masterpieces from choreogra­
pher George Balanchine, i^ ril 11.

A1 Neuharth, 89. Founder of USA 
Today, the nation’s most widely read 
newspaper. April 19.

George Jones, 81. Hard-living country 
singer who recorded hits about good 
times and regrets and peaked with the 
heartbreaker “He Stopped Loving Her 
Today.” April 26.

MAY
Giulio Andreotti, 94. Seven-time 

premier and a symbol of postwar Italy. 
May 6.

Valtr Komarek, 82. Left-wing Czech 
politician who hdped overthrow the 
country’s communist regime and was 
one of the most visible faces of the so- 
called “Velvet Revolution.” May 16.

Ray Manzarek, 74. Founding member 
of the 1960s rock group The Doors 
whose versatile and often hatmting 
keyboards complemented Jim Morri­
son’s gloomy baritone. May 20. Cancer.

Jean Stapleton, 90. Stage-trained 
character actress who played Archie 
Bunker’s far better half, the sweetly 
naive Edith, in TV’s groundbreaking 
1970s comedy “All in the Family.” May 
31.

JUNE
Frank Lautenberg, 89. MultimiUion- 

aire New Jersey businessman and the 
last World War n veteran remaining in 
the U.S. Senate. June 3.

Esther Williams, 91. Swimming cham- 
pion-tumed-actress who starred in 
glittering, aquatic Technicolor musicals 
of the 1940s and 1950s. June 6.

Pierre Mauroy, 84. As France’s prime 
niinister in the early 1980s, he imple­
mented radical social reforms that 
made life easier for French workers. 
June 7.

Kenneth WBson, 77. He earned a 
Nobel prize for pioneering work that 
changed the way physicists think 
about phase transitions. June 15. Com­
plications of lymphoma.

James G andol^, 51. Actor whose 
portrayal of a brutal but emotionally 
delicate crime boss in HBO’s “The So­
pranos” turned the mobster stereotype 
on its head. June 19. Heart attack.

Gyula Horn, 80. Former Hungarian 
prime minister who played a key role 
in opening the Iron Curtain. June 19.

JULY
Doug Engelbart, 88. Visionary who 

invented the computer mouse and 
developed other technology that has 
transformed the way people work, play 
and communicate. July 2.

Pran, 93. India’s legendary actor

who played some of Bollywood’s most 
memorable villains in a career that 
spanned six decades. July 12. Pneumo­
nia.

Amar Bose, 83. Acoustic pioneer 
and founder and chairman of an audio 
technology company known for the 
rich sound of its tabletop radios and 
its noise-canceling headphones. July 
12.

Cory Monteith, 31. Actor on the tele­
vision show “Glee” who had struggled 
for years with substance abuse. July 
13. Overdose of heroin and alcohol.

Harry F. Byrd, 98. Champion of racial 
segregation and fiscal restraint who 
followed his father into the U.S. Senate. 
July 30.

AUGUST
Florin Qoaba, 58. King of the Gyp­

sies, he was a member of the family 
that has led Romania’s embattled 
Roma minority since the 19th century. 
Aug. 18. Heart attack.

Elmore Leonard, 87. Acclaimed crime 
novelist whose best-seUers and the 
movies made from them chronicled 
the violent deaths of many a thug. Aug. 
20. Complications from a stroke.

C. Gordon Fullerton, 76. Former as­
tronaut who flew on two space shuttle 
missions and had an extensive career 
as a research and test pilot for NASA 
and the Air Force. Aug. 21.

Seamus Heaney, 74. Ireland’s fore­
most poet who won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1995. Aug. 30.

David Frost, 74. Veteran broadcaster 
who won fame around the world for 
his interview with former President 
Richard Nixon. Aug. 31.

SEPTEMBER
Ray Dolby, 80. American inventor 

and audio pioneer who founded Dolby 
Laboratories. Sept. 12.

Harold Agnew, 92. Former Los Ala­
mos National Laboratory director who 
led the effort to train the first group of 
international atomic inspectors. Sept. 
29.

OCTOBER
Tom Qancy, 66. His high-tech, Cold 

War thrillers such as “The Hunt for 
Red October” and “Patriot Games” 
made him the most widely read mili­
tary novelist of his time. Oct. 1.

Scott Carpenter, 88. Second Ameri­
can to orbit the Ecirth and first person 
to e?q)lore both the heights of space 
and depths of the ocean. Oct. 10. Com­
plications from a stroke.

Bum Phillips, 90. He coached the 
NFL’s Houston Oilers during their Luv 
Ya Blue heyday and later led the New 
Orleans Saints. Oct. 18.

Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, 100. 
Thailand’s Supreme Patriarch, who 
headed the country’s order of Buddhist 
monks for more than two decades.
Oct. 24.

Lou Reed, 71. Punk poet of rock *n’ 
roll who profoundly influenced gen­
erations of musicians as leader of the 
Velvet Underground and remained a 
vital solo performer for decades after. 
Oct. 27.

NOVEMBER
Glafcos Qerides, 94. Former presi­

dent who guided Cyprus into the Euro­
pean Union and dedicated most of his 
50 years in politics to trying to reunify 
the ethnically split island. Nov. 15.

Frederick Sanger, 95. British bio­
chemist who twice won the Nobel Prize 
in chemistry and has been called the 
father of the genomic era. Nov. 19.

Jane Kean, 90. Performer who got 
her start in musical theater but was 
best known as Trixie alongside Jackie 
Gleason on a TV revival of “The Honey- 
mooners.” Nov. 26.

Paul Walker, 40. Star of the “Fast & 
Furious” movie series. Nov. 30. Car 
crash.

DECEMBER
Edward J. “Babe” Heffron, 90. His 

World War n army service was re­
counted in the book and TV miniseries 
“Band of Brothers.” Dec. 1.

Nelson Mandela, 95. Colossus of the 
20th century who emerged from 27 
years in prison to negotiate an end to 
white minority rule in South Africa 
and became the country’s first black 
president. Dec. 5.

Peter O’Toole, 81. Charismatic actor 
who achieved instant stardom in “Law­
rence of Arabia” and was nominated 
e i^ t  times for an Academy Award. 
Dec. 14.

Joan Fontaine, 96. Academy Award- 
winning actress who found stardom 
playing naive wives in Alfred Hitch­
cock’s “Suspicion” and “Rebecca.” Dec. 
15.

Ray Price, 87. One of country music’s 
most popular and influential singers 
and bandleaders. Dec. 16.
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New thoughts from an old guy
Commentary by 

Dr. Don Newbury

I’m guessing my Uncle 
Mort’s “forward thinking’’ 
for the new year more 
likely is akin to “slumguUion 
stew,” or simply a “hodge­
podge” of thou^ts  he’s 
carried forward to the new 
year.

His ideas are a “mish­
mash” of miscellaneous 
ingredients rolled together, 
some of ‘em dating back a 
half-century or so. Included 
in the current mulling of my 
101-year-old kin are truths, 
half-truths, what he’s heard, 
what he thinks he’s heard, 
and “hoopla” about govern­
ment health insurance.

Altogether, they are light 
years away from reality. 
“Slumgullion” fits about as 
wen as anything. Again this 
year, truth is stranger than 
fiction, and it’s growing ever 
tougher to tell ‘em apart....

Mort believes the fraud 
who was passing himself off 
as a hand-signer for the deaf 
at the Mandda funeral may 
deserve the prize for “most 
convincing.”

“Millions believed he was 
‘true-em blue,”’ Mort daims.

TWMAS

c o i m m m i

Don

Newbury

“Turns 
out, his left 
hand didn’t 
know what 
his right 
was doing, 
and vice 
versa. He 
was mighty 
convincing, 
though, 
so surely 
there’s a 
spot for him 
in the front 
office of 
the Dallas 
Cowboys.” 

He compared the signer 
with a TV wrestling show­
man from the 1950s called 
“Gorgeous George.” Mort 
daims the late wrestler was 
as handy with dever lines 
as the signer was with hand 
motions. “GG,” his carefuUy- 
coiffed dyed blond locks 
always in place and glitzy 
wen before liberace came 
along, daimed: “I don’t think 
I’m Ae best wrestler who 
ever lived.. .1 don’t think I’m 
the most handsome man 
on the planet.. .And I don’t 
think I’m the smartest man 
who ever lived—BUT, what’s 
my opinion against millions 
of others?”...

On a dime — the coin 
on which Unde Mort always 
turns — he asked me if I 
knew how he could con­
tact the ad people at Duck 
Dynasty. I suggested that he 
try Googling them. (He prob­
ably thought my wife and I 
visited their place during a 
recent visit to Louisiana.)

“I’ve got an idea they 
can build a segment on, or 
maybe turn into a product 
that might sell millions,” he 
daimed.

Then, he follows with, 
“Don’t you want to know 
what it is?” I am trapped, 
with little choice but to 
ask....

“I’m working on a duck 
call so authentic it attracts 
decoys,” he daimed. “That 
ought to line up real straight 
wi& Duck Dynasty.”

It was pointless to 
challenge him; maybe he 
really is working on such 
a duck call. However, the 
ticket for this idea was 
punched by my friend, C.
R. (Choc) Hutcheson in Lub­
bock. With his yam, he was 
awarded first place in the 
Burlington, Wisconsin Liars’ 
Club Contest back in 1961.

Dewhurst orders 
health services studies

Commentary by 
Ed Sterling

AUSTIN -  Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst on Dec. 20 
delivered charges for the 
Senate Committee on Health 
& Human Services to tackle 
before the 2015 Texas Legis­
lature convenes.

Dewhurst, who presides 
over the Senate, ordered 
the pand of nine senators 
to study what is being done 
by the state to enhance the 
health of Texas women. He 
also called on the commit­
tee to assess the effective­
ness of programs designed 
to improve mental hedth 
for aU Texans.

The committee will 
monitor all state-provided , 
women’s health programs, 
access to preventative 
services, efforts to reduce 
unplanned pregnandes and 
the maximizing of effiden- 
des, Dewhurst said.

Also, the lieutenant gover­
nor said, the committee will 
monitor programs designed 
to improve mental health 
and substance abuse ser­
vices, assess their outcomes 
and address any gaps in the 
system.
Perry takes various actions

Gov. Rick Perry on Dec. 20 
renewed for another month 
the current drought disaster 
prodamation for 114 of 
Texas’ 254 counties. Perry 
originally issued the procla­
mation on July 5, 2011.

Meanwhile, also on Dec.
20, the federal government 
approved Perry’s Dec. 13 
request for disaster assis­
tance to three central Texas 
counties — Travis, Hays 
and CcddweU — for dam­
ages attributed to severe 
flooding that occurred when 
hard rains hit the region at 
the end of October toough 
mid-November.

In addition to the approv­

al, the U.S. Small Business 
Administration granted 
Perry’s request for addi- 
tiond assistance that will 
allow homeowners, renters 
and businesses in 11 central 
Texas counties to apply for 
long-term, low-interest di­
saster loans, the governor’s 
office reported.

In other news, on Dec. 19, 
the governor posted notice 
of demency he granted to 
12 individuals “after each 
case was favorably recom­
mended for demency by the 
Texas Board of Pardons and 
Paroles.”

And, on Dec. 24, Gov. and 
Mrs. Perry publidzed their 
wishes for “a happy and 

(/blessed CJaiastnaasito^eviery-iu.ii 
b one in Texas, and to Texans 
• all around the world.” I T

. More la\¥£ijtak£sief&€l) b;)gb
While most new laws are 

written to take effect dther 
as soon as the governor 
signs them or on Sept. 1, 
some 47 pieces of legisla­
tion passed by the Texas 
Legislature were written to 
take effect as new laws on 
Jan. 1, 2014.

Here are five of them:
- House Bill 294 by Rep.

Eddie Rodriguez, D-Austin, 
and sponsored by Sen.
Kirk Watson, D-Austin: An 
exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of certain property 
owned by a charitable orga­
nization and used in provid­
ing housing and rdated 
services to certain homdess 
individuals.

- House BlQ 1349 by Rep.
Lyle Larson, R-San Anto­
nio, and sponsored by Sen. 
Donna Campbell, R-New 
Braunfds: Stipulating that 
the Department of Public 
Safety is not required to 
request, and an applicant 
would not be required to 
provide, the applicant’s 
sodal security number as 
part of an application for a

concealed handgun license.
- House Bin 1772 by Rep. 

Chris Turner, D-Arlington, 
and sponsored by Sen. 
Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth: 
Requiring a utUity customer 
to provide written notice of 
disconnection to each ten­
ant or owner at a “nonsub- 
metered, master metered 
multifamily property” prior 
to disconnection of dectilc 
or gas service.

- House Bill 1847 by Rep. 
Stefani Carter, R-DaUas, 
and sponsored by Sen.
Joan Huffman, R-Houston: 
Requiring prosecuting attor­
neys to complete one hour 
of ethics training rdating
to a duty to disdose certain 
information in a criminal 
case within 180 days of 
assuming duties. Additional 
rdatedhfljning thereafter 
would be based upon rules 
promulgated by the court of 
criminal appeals.

- Senate Bill 945 by Sen. 
Jane Ndson, R-LewisviUe, 
and sponsored by Rep.
Sarah Davis, R-Houston: 
Requiring a health care pro­
vider in a hospital to wear a 
photo identification badge 
dearly stating the provider’s 
name, department, and 
title. If applicable, the badge 
must also state the pro­
vider’s status as a student, 
intern, trainee or resident.

TxDOT chief 
moves to LCRA

Texas Department of 
Transportation announced 
its executive director, Phil 
Wilson, is leaving the agency 
to join the Lower Colorado 
River Authority, a public 
utility company founded in 
1934 that serves aU or part 
of 61 counties.

Wilson, who was appoint­
ed by the governor to head 
TxDOT in October 2011, is 
to start as general manager 
and chief executive officer 
of the LCRA on Feb. 1.

Paraphrased, here’s what is 
written on the certificate on 
the wall in his home:

For years I have been 
working to perfect a duck 
call. The first time I blew 
it, ducks swarmed in from 
all directions; the sky was 
black with them. I cut loose 
with my pump gun, killing 
my limit of six ducks with 
six shots. What is so strange 
about that, you say? Well, 
when I picked up those 
ducks, three of ‘em were 
decoys!...

Muttering about the 
government’s daim to offer 
low-cost group insurance, 
Mort said it only applies if 
the whole group gets sick. 
Then, he told me about hdp-

ing Maude make lye soap 
out back of the house in a 
huge wash pot. “I’m proud­
est of the labd,” he bragged. 
“Our soap is both bacterial 
and anti-bacterial, whichever 
you want it to be.” I asked 
him how it could be both.

“Glad you asked, 
nephew. ITie researchers 
can’t dedde, dther. Some 
scream bacterial’ is the way 
to go, and others are just 
as vocal for ‘antibacterial’.
I’ll swear that no bacteria 
have been added. My escape 
dause will be ‘except for the 
germs stirred up on the dirt 
road from cars driving past 
the hog pen’.”

Few people ever argue 
with Unde Mort. It’s just not 
worth it. My guess, though.

is that before he’s gone very 
far into 2014, he’ll wash 
his hands of the lye soap 
project, perhaps favoring 
new lyrics for a song to 
hdp determine how long 
we should wash. “I know 
the ‘Happy Birthday Song’ 
is worldng pretty weU, but 
it’s really hard to remember 
how many verses to sing,” 
he chuckled....

Dr. Newbury is a speaker 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex Speaking inqui- 
ries/comments to: newbury@ 
speakerdoc.com. Phone:
817-447-3872. Twitter: @ 
donnewbury. Web site: www. 
speakerdoc.com

"Ghood Ghrief!"

Across
1 Billiards tactic 
6 Smooth

11 Clothing chain, 
with "The"

14 Former Defense 
Secretary Les

15 Religion of 
Ramadan

16 Doctors' assn.
17 San Francisco 

square, or a brand 
of chocolate

19 Goddess o f the 
dawn

20 "___ the ramparts
we watched..."

21 Blow it
22 Petrol amount
24 "Hold on!"
26 Faked, as in boxing
28 Five Norse kings
31 Japanese leader in 

WWII
32 "Yes, We're Open" 

and "Sorry, We're 
Closed"

35 Razor brand
37 German word for 

"one"
40 Reverberating 

sound
41 Evil spirit
42 Former Russian 

' ruler
43 ___ and tear

44 " A m e r i c a . u  j /., 
(singing show)

45 Parts of 
wineglasses

46 12 o'clock, if  it's 
not midnight

48 Flood blocker
50 Shocks
53 Owing
57 Idaho's capital
58 Leisurely stroll

"The Fab Four Tim es Two"

f 7 8 9 ,0

■ 22

12 13

16

50 51

57

62

66

69 J

68
69
70

61 In the style of
62 "___little teapot..."
63 Autobiographer, 

often
66 Spy novelist 

Deighton
67 Largest artery

"___we all!"
___ Angeles
___Hall (New
Jersey university)

71 Hourglass fillers
I $ I

Down
1 Cartoon Mr.

Pale
Church's peak 
Knight's title 
Tooth covers 
Vicious and Caesar

7 Not new

9 Kilmer o f "Top 
Gun"

10 Estevez o f "The 
Breakfast Club"

11 Restrict to a section 
o f town

12 "That's___" (Dean
Martin hit)

13 Sat for the sculptor
18 Costa___
23 Employed a syringe
25 Resonant

»27 List-Ending letters ^
29 Saudi king
30 Barfly's perch
32 Keep in stitches?
33 Cubes in the freezer
34 Residents o f a 

certain Afiican 
nation

36 Law

38 "Platoon" locale, 
for short

39 Some high school 
students: abbr.

41 Actress 
Lollobrigida 

45 Ladies o f La Paz 
47 Alphas' opposites
49 Penthouse feature
50 Government issue
51 Casanova
52 Curling, say
54 Devoured
55 Mix
56 Fruit pastries
59 Regarding
60 "The Man" Musial
64 Gardener's tool
65 Lyricist Gershwin
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, you always tell me I think negative. This 
I thinkin’ positive; you ain't buyin’ that pen 

full of yeaiiinsT'
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After a bumpy 2013, a wary 
world watches America

To many around the 
world, it made little sense: 
The world’s most powerful 
government, so mired in 
dysfunction that it couldn’t 
operate. The world’s de­
fender of individual free­
doms, accused of spying 
on its citizens and friends, 
n ie  world’s military giant 
planning, then balldng at, 
an armed response to the 
suspected use of deadly 
chemical weapons.

Former U.S. s e c re t^  of 
state Madeleine Albright 
once dubbed the United 
States “the indispensable 
nation.” But as the world 
watched America shamble 
tb ro u ^  its string of crises 
in 2013, the notion of the 
U.S. as an unflappable 
leader began to seem ever 
more quaint.

Instead, to hear some 
around the world teU it, the 
United States came off look­
ing uncertain, unmoored 
and even untrustworthy. 
Unsettling, to say the least, 
for a global audience of 
people who understand that 
when America sneezes, the 
world catches a cold.

The National Security 
Agency spying scandal and 
the government shutdown 
created, for some, a contra­
dictory image of the United 
States: a bully when deal­
ing with others, a weakling 
when dealing with itself. 
“They are,” in the words of 
Denmark university student 
Juke Simonsen, “like a colos­
sus with feet of clay.”

“When I was a child, 
America was a dream coun­
try. It was a country we ad­
mired as a role model,” says 
Qiieko Kotani, a 51-year-old 
tourism worker in Tokyo. 
“Over the past year, howev­
er, I think America’s stams 
in the international commu­
nity has declined. It seems 
to have lost its leadership 
quite a bit.”

It’s not that the world 
hates America. Many stiU 
want to go there. Across the 
globe, people praise the na- 
ion’%m^i(;jogic?iL4chieve- 
nent^oiErity and Jemo- 
Tatic ideals. SouthJ^oreans, 
br example, wore.c^ghted 

: ast month when President 
Barack Obama asked a 
young Korean heckler who 
had interrupted his speech
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Breakfast Menu
Monday

Biscuit/Sausage/Gravy or Cereal/ 
Toast w/Jelly, Fruit Juice, Choice 

of Milk.
Tuesday

French Toast/Syrup or Cereal/Toast 
w/Jelly, Fruit Juice, Choice of Milk.

Wednesday
Sausage on Stick/Syrup or Cereal/ 
Toast w/Jeily, Fruit Juice, Choice 

of Milk.
Thursday

Breakfast Pizza or Cereal/Toast w/ 
Jelly, Fruit Juice, Choice of Milk. 

FRIDAY
Cinnamon Roll or Cereal/Toast w/ 
Jelly, Fruit Juice, Choice of Milk.

Winters iSD 
Lunch Menu

Monday
Chef Salad or Steak Fingers/Gravy/ 

Bread Stick or Chicken Pot Pie/ 
Graham Cracker (Elem., J.H.) Bread 
Stick (H.S.) Cheesy Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Tossed Salad/Carrot Sticks, 

Broccoli/Cherry Tomato, Strawberry.

Tuesday
Chef Salad (H.S. only) or BBQ Rib/ 
Bun or Chicken Bites/Gravy/Bread 

Stick, Broccoli w/Cheese, Black Eye 
Peas, Tossed Salad/Carrot Sticks, 
Broccoli/Cherry Tomato, Blue Bell 

Fruit Bar.

Wednesday
Chef Salad or Taco Salad or Bean 

Chalupa, Com, Spanish Rice, Tossed 
Saiad/Carrot Sticks, Broccoli/Cherry 

Tomato, Coleslaw, Apple, Choice 
of Miik.

Thursday
Chef Salad or Chigken Fried Steak/ 
Gravy/Breadstick or Chicken Pattie/ 

Fish Bread (Elem., J.H.)

Friday
Chef Salad(H.S. only) or Hamburger 
or Chicken Fritter/Gravy/Bread Stick, 

Curly Fries, Baked Beans, Tossed 
Salad/Carrot Sticks, Broccoii/Cherry 

Tomato, Lettuce/Pickles, Orange, 
Choice of Milk.

Bedford-N orman 
Insurance Agency

111 W. 0ale • Wiaters 
754.4515 

Oeorge IVIostad

on immigration reforms in 
San Francisco to stay, rather 
than ordering him removed. 
“I wish we had that kind 
of president who listens to 
the opinions of the minor­
ity,” says Kim Jin-hwan, 
a 32-year-old baker from 
Seoul. “I was very jealous.”

The debate over global 
dominance is nothing new. 
Qiina has been catdSng up 
to the U.S. for awhile. And 
the balance of power often 
shifts naturally with time. 
After all, America was once 
an isolationist nation: In his 
inaugural address, Thomas 
Jefferson called for “peace, 
commerce, and honest 
ftiendship with aU nations, 
entangling alliances with 
none.”

During World War I, 
President Woodrow Wilson 
argued that U.S. involve­
ment was critical to global 
harmony. But not until 
World War n, and Japan’s 
attack on Pearl Harbor, did 
American opinion shift in 
favor of global engagement. 
The United States emerged 
from the war a dominant 
economic and military 
force, led the creation of the 
United Nations and helped 
rebuild Japan and Germany. 
A superpower was bom.

Lately, though, there are 
signs that America is again 
turning inward. In a survey 
released this month by the 
Pew Research Center, most 
Americans said they think 
the nation’s influence in 
global affairs is dedining. 
The survey, conducted with 
the Coundl on Foreign Rela­
tions, also found that just 
17 percent of Americans 
believe the country plays a 
more important and power­
ful role as a world leader 
today than it did 10 years 
ago; more than half said it’s 
less important and powerful 
now.

The question of America’s 
role came into sharp focus 
when the U.S. government 
shut down for 16 days dur­
ing a standoff over Obama’s 
health-care law. His Repub­
lican opponents demanded. . 
changes be made to the

the shutdown “highly 
unfortunate for the rest of 
the world.”

In Australia, which has 
universal health care, the 
drama was viewed with 
marked confusion. Why was 
an argument over access 
to he^th care, which most 
Australians view as a basic 
right, causing an entire na­
tion’s government to grind 
to a h^t?

“I was just absolutdy 
gobsmacked that the tea 
party — a party of such ex­
tremes in America — could 
shut down government on a 
point of principle at the cost 
of universal health care for 
Americans,” says Rachael 
Vincent, a Sydney nonprofit 
worker.

On the other hand, some 
saw the fact that the U.S. 
didn’t implode as an exam­
ple of American endurance.

In Spain, for instance, the 
U.S. avoided an image hit 
over the past year largely 
because most Spaniards 
were more focused on 
their coimtry’s miserable 
economy and 26 percent un­
employment than America’s 
foibles. Many Spaniards 
gave the U.S. credit for re­
covering from the financial 
crisis faster than Spain, 
and found it interesting 
that despite the shutdown, 
“the United States more 
or less kept functioning,” 
says Miguel Bermejo, 25, of 
Madrid.

But though commended 
by some for its resilience, 
the American government 
was reviled by others when 

. documents leaked by for­
mer NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden showed the United 
States was monitoring the 
phone conversations of at 
least 35 global leaders, in­
cluding German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.

Merkel called it a “grave 
breach of trust.” French 
President Francois HoUande 
told Obama such practices 
were unacceptable between 
allies. And Argentine Presi­
dent Cristina Fernandez de 

.Kirchner.said it. sent a shiver 
down her spine. Thousands

law in return for essential ini->oof GermcHis mardied in^ri> t
federal funding. Democrats 
said no. The result: Some 
800,000 federal workers 
were furloughed temporar­
ily, and other parts of the 
world expressed wonder.

“Jefferson, wake up, 
they’ve gone crazy!” 
screamed a headline in 
France’s Le Monde. “A 
superpower has paralyzed 
itself,” proclaimed German 
magazine Der Spiegel. In the 
Philippines, Finance Secre­
tary Cesar Purisima dubbed

test, some wearing tinfoil 
hats to symbolically ward 
off eavesdroppers.

For critics, it called into 
question the whole notion 
of American democracy.

“Everyone used to mock 
China and joke about their 
levels of Internet security 
and that there was no free­
dom at all. But now, the mo­
ment you use the words ‘Na­
tional Security’ in the U.S., 
everyone keeps quiet and 
looks the other way,” says

Kunal Sharma, a business 
executive from New Delhi. 
“The Snowden revelations 
have made me change my 
opinion about the U.S. — the 
land of the brave and home 
of the free -- quite a bit.”

And though Obama re­
mains relatively popular in 
much of the world, faith is 
slipping. According to Pew, 
confidence in the president 
and approval of his foreign 
policy have dropped in most 
countries surveyed over the 
past four years.

In Indonesia, where 
Obama attended school as 
a child, the events of 2013 
sapped away some of the 
nation’s fondness for the 
president. Of particular 
irritation: Allegations that 
the U.S. and Australia car­
ried out a joint surveillance 
operation on Indonesia, and 
Obama’s decision to cancel 
a high-profile trip to Asia 
so he could deal with the 
shutdown.

Outside the president’s 
old elementary school in 
Jakarta, teacher Edi Kusy- 
anto pondered his changing 
feeliiigs toward the presi­
dent as he stroked the head 
of a statue depicting Obama 
as a smiling young school­
boy. T h o u ^  Kusyanto still 
considers Obama a great 
leader, he also now sees him 
as indecisive.

“There is always a sense 
of pride when I look at this 
statue,” Kusyanto says. “But 
at this moment, there is a 
feeling of confusion when 
following the developments 
in the U.S. and the world 
under his leadership. The 
government shutdown, the 
NSA spying scandal and the 
chaos in Syria aU showed 
the weakness of Obama.”

One of the most dramatic 
tests of Obama’s resolve 
was his handling of the Syr­
ian conflict and the alleged 
use of chemical weapons 
by President Bashar Assad’s 
government. Obama initially 
readied military strikes, 
then abruptly backed off in 
favor of working with Rus­
sia and the UN. tOidestroy 
the wecQXins. The fiimabout 
left many confused; .

Obama’s tactical change 
was greeted with skepticism 
and borderline disap­
pointment in Israel, where 
America’s evolving image 
has been especially appar­
ent. Though the nation 
considers the U.S. its most 
important ally, Israelis from 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne­
tanyahu on down have been 
undiaracteristically outspo­
ken about their frustration 
over the limits of American 
influence.

Year’s headlines spotlight 
disorder, fuel distrust

At last, the damage done 
by an agonizing global 
recession was easing. A 
bitter U.S. presidential elec­
tion was finally over. And 
as 2013 began, it seemed 
the year might bring news 
headlines offering the 
public some reassurance 
or relief.

The year started, after 
all, with an inauguration 
that held out the chance 
for at least a slight thaw in 
the nation’s political deep­
freeze. The prospects were 
bolstered by economic tail 
winds that pushed im- 
employment to its lowest 
level in five years, lifted 
stocks to record highs and 
juiced home prices. News 
is never predictable, of 
course. But as 2013 un­
folded, it seemed possible 
that a country worn by 
infighting, the toll of tough 
times and tragedy, might 
begin to find its stride.

Instead, the year’s head­
lines were often filled with 
tales of dysfunction, dis­
cord and misplaced trust 
that added distressing new 
chapters to an already too- 
long narrative. At a time 
when many people say that 
the politick system and 
societal institutions aren’t 
working, the news in 2013 
provided multiple sources 
of confirmation, both at 
home and abroad. It was

the year that things broke 
down — or at least it often 
left many people feeling 
that way.

Those misgivings were 
validated when star cyclist 
Lance Armstrong and slug­
ger Ryan Braun admitted 
their long, proud denials 
of doping were hes; by 
revelations of the warning 
signals authorities missed 
before the mass shoot­
ing at the Washington 
Navy Yard, and missed 
chances to save lives after 
a mammoth typhoon hit 
the Philippines; by angry 
street protests in Turkey, 
Egypt and the Ukraine and 
even by a new pope who 
acknowledged the need to 
clean up the Vatican.

But the dysfunction 
that often grabbed the 
headlines this year found 
its anchor in Washington, 
D.C., beginning almost ini- 
mechately after President 
Barack Obama took the 
oath for his second term 
and a Congress supposed­
ly mindful of the public’s 
dissatisfaction returned to 
the capital.

For weeks, senators on 
both sides of the aisle 
spoke of a new willingness 
to come together on previ­
ously non-existent com­
mon ground and attempt 
to reform immigration 
laws.

D EATH S
CONTINUED FROM 1

tember 1. He was also found hanging from the neck 
and officials initially are treating the case as a suicide.

Previously this year another man took his own hfe in 
Winters. James Craig Gray, 50-years-of-age,was found 
dead at his residence on Paloma St with a gunshot in 
the head. This incident occurred on July 17, 2012.

After the recent string of suicides the Winters Pohce 
Department will be conducting a routine follow up in­
vestigation. Two of the bodies were sent to the medi­
cal examiner to have an autopsy performed.

A D
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cessfuUy manned position for the past seven years. 
During his seven y<^ stretch aUSpunglake-Earth, 
.Coach Caffey.has htld many s^iewsslul football seasons 
and has taken the Wolverine’s to the playoffs seven 
consecutive years,” stated the Winters ISD in a press 
release.

Caffey’s post season football honors at Springlake- 
Earth include: State Semi-Finals in 2010, State Quarter 
Finals in 2011, and Regional Finahst in 2012.

In 2012 the Wolverines had a 9-3 season claiming the 
District 3-lA Division n District Championship. The 
Wolverines defeated 38-6 Wheeler in the Area roimd 
of the playoffs, and their season came to an end in 
Regionals playing Wellington, with a 38-6 defeat.

hi 2009 and 2010, Coach Caffey was named South 
Plains Coach of the Year. Coach Caffey received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Sul Ross State Uni­
versity in Alpine, Texas.
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one of the toughest 
bicycle rides in America, 
is traveling 4,600 miles 
from Cedar Park, Texas 
to Anchorage, Alaska.
Last Monday, Jtme 3, one 
of the ride’s three teams 
spent the night in Winters, 
coming from Brownwood 
and on it’s way to Snyder, 
Texas.

The group met at Lone 
Star Video and Diner, 
where they networked 
with local residents raising 
awareness about cancer, 
visited with local residents

and went to different 
houses to spend the night.

“They were very ex­
cited,” said Winters Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary Pam Barnes, “be­
cause this was one of the 
few places were they were 
provided a place to spend 
the night, in other places 
they have to camp where 
they can.”

The riders. University 
of Texas students, have 
raised $4 million for can­
cer research and support 
services since the first edi­
tion of the ride, 10 years 
ago.

Following the first stop, 
in Lampasas, Texas the 
riders spht into three

groups. A group headed 
to the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, another group 
aimed for the Rocky 
Mountains and the third 
squad will cut across the 
Ozarks. All three teams 
will ride the last 10 days 
of the ride together in

Alaska.
Passing through Winters 

was the Sierra Nevada 
team, comprised of 24 rid­
ers and a film crew of 3.

To join the ride each 
rider is required to raise 
a minimum of $4,500 and 
complete at least 50 hours

of volimteer work. They 
also lead educational pro­
grams in the communities 
they visit.

Tuesday morning the 
riders were escorted by 
the Winters Volunteer Fire 
Department on their way 
out of town.

C H IEF

Visit MyRunnelsCounty.com
The best regional source for information, 

photos and more

TODAY’S BEST COUNTRY

KRUN-1400AM
w  w  w  .  i c  r  <Mi r t  t i n

KRUN Radio is the /tr ip le x ’s 
source for local, state, 
national and agricultural 
news. We’ve been providing 
this service for 65 years and 
we’re here to stay!

www.tsnradio^com

We want your news! 
Fax news items to 
325-365-3407 or 

email
krunl 400@hotmail.com
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“We’U be doing the best 
we can in serving the 
community, as far as im­
mediate changes within 
the department we have 
a department which is 
respected by the commu­
nity and the city, we have 
a roadmap that we’ve been 
on for several years thanks 
to Chief Johnson, and I’d 
like to continue on that 
same roadmap.”

If any changes are 
needed, he said, they 
will be made as the need 
arises. The department 
poUcies and staff currently 
in place at the Winters P.D. 
are working, he said, and 
he’d tike to continue with

that work.
As of the number of of­

ficers in the department, 
the full-time vacancy left 
will most likely be fulfilled 
by the end of the month.

“Thank you for your 
faith in me. I’ve had 
several people coming to 
congratulate me, giving me 
their support, I have to say 
that I respect and admire 
that. It is a great commu­
nity and I’m honored to be 
a part of it at this time. I’m 
looking forward to be a 
part of it for a long time,” 
Davis said.

Former chief Nathan 
Johnson will remain with 
Winters Pohce Depart­
ment as a reserve officer. 
He was also sworn in at 
the ceremony held last 
Thursday.

“Thank you so much for
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supporting the Winters 
Pohce Department and ah 
the officers that we have, 
we have a core group that 
has been here edmost four 
years,” said Johnson.

During that transitional 
phase, he added, the com­
munity of Winters has 
offered the Winters P.D. a 
tremendous support. “And 
I would just ask the com­
munity to support Randah 
in his efforts to continue 
what we started, and to 
build on that foundation 
in his own way. There is a 
good core team here that 
is going to stay and keep 
things stable,” Johnson 
said.

Johnson whl stay avail­
able to the Winters P.D. 
as a consultant and assist 
them as a reserve officer.

“I would just ask the 
community to keep them 
in their prayers, support 
them and reach out to 
them and let them know 
that you’re there for 
them,” Johnson said.

As of his personal plans, 
Johnson said that he will 
take some time to decom­
press, do some research 
and writing. Him and his 
family wiU stay in the com­
munity, with his wife Le- 
nise teaching at the school 
district, and him working 
with the Paladin youth 
leadership program.

“We’U just kind of wait 
and see what door opens, 
and kind of clear our 
heads and see were it 
leads.”

mailto:400@hotmail.com
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NURSES 
UNLIMITED, Inc.

is seeking 
enthusiastic 

attendance to 
assist in clients in 

the home with 
personal care, 
housekeeping. 

P-T
E.O.E. Call: 

1-888-859-0643

245
Help W anted  
Full Tim e

BALLINGER
HEALTHCARE

AND
REHAB CENTER

is seeking 
energetic and 

compassionate 
individuals for the 

following 
positions:

Maintenance 
Director 

CNAs for ali 
shifts 

LVN or RN 
7 pm - 7 am 
Apply online at 

www.dvcr.com or 
in person at 2001 
N. 6th Street, off 
the Old Winters 

Hwy. EOE

Central Texas 
Nursing and 

Rehab is
currently seeking 
applicatoins for a 

Dedicated, 
Motivated and 

Caring LVN for 
our2p to lOp 
shift Monday 
thru Friday. 

We are currently 
offering a 

$1500.00 sign 
on bonus, bene­

fits plus 401 k. 
We are also 
seeking PRN 
housekeepers 
and a Cook. 

Please apply at 
1800 N. 

Broadway, 
Ballinger, Tx. 
76821 or call 

(325)365-2538 
and ask for Chris 

Loyd or Shana 
Zertuche for 
more details. 

Central Texas 
Nursing and 
Rehab is an 

equal opportuni­
ty employer.

We accept major 
credit cards and 

debit cards over the 
phone.

Call 365-3501 today 
to place an ad!

West Texas Centers

Mental Health Part Time Crisis Worker: 
Duties include responding to mental 
health crisis calls after hours and 
weekends, participating on a rotating 
on-call team. Bachelor degree with a 
major in social, behavioral, or human 
service, or 24 hrs in related field 
required. Plus one year experience in 
a related field. Applicants must live 
in 70 mile radius of duty site. Call or 
check website for salary and additional 
information.

Applications available at 
www.wtcmhmr.org or by calling 
JOBLINE 800-687-2769. EOE.

300
Motor
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400
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500
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595 W anted  
to Buy

WANT TO Buy
New, Used, Old, 

Working, Not 
working guns. 
(979)482-7723

800
Rentals

810
Apartments 
For Rent

APARTMENTS
Low- Rent Public 

Housing 
available. 

Please apply in 
person at the 

Ballinger 
Housing 
Authority 

1401 N. 13th St., 
Ballinger, Tx 
Tel 365-2629

820 Houses 
For Rent

900 900 900/
Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

600
Farm&
Ranch

700
Real Estate

730 Homes 
For Sale

North
Runnels Hospital, 

Winters, TX is 
accepting 

applications for 
LVN’s and an 

RN for hospital 
and clinic work. 
Contact Bobbie 
Coiiom, DON at 
7821 State Hwy. 
153, Winters, TX 

or cail
(325)754-4553. 

Applications may 
be picked up at 
North Runnels 

Hospital.

FOR SALE
Country living in 

peaceful 
Wingate,Texas. 

Completely 
remodeled 

2bd/1ba, din, 
all large rooms. 

Good water 
well, large lot.

$45,000
(325)743-2357

FOR RENT
600 N. 11th,
2 bedrooms, 

CH/CA, recently 
remodeled. 
$450.00/Mo 

(325)977-0049

900
Legal Notices 

o t a t S T ^
PUBLICATION-
TRC109&114

Cause No. 734
IN TH E  119TH
D IS TR IC T
C O U R T  O F
R U N N ELS
C O U N TY ,
TEXA S

T H E  STA TE O F  
TEXA S: IN TH E  
IN TE R E S T  O F

C LIFF  H U R ST, 
LO VELY  
H U R ST, 
C H ILD R E N

TO: C LIFF
JO H N STO N  
Defendant 
G R E E TIN G

N O TIC E  T O  
D EFEN D A N T: 
“You have 
been sued. 
You may 
employ an 
attorney. If you 
or your
attorney do not 
file a written 
answer with 
the clerk who 
issued this 
citation by 
10:00 am on 
the Monday 
next following 
the expiration 
of 42 days 
after the date 
this citation 
was issued, a 
default
judgment may 
be taken 
against you.”

You are hereby 
commanded to 
appear by filing 
a written answer 
to the Plaintiffs  
Petition at or 
before 10:00  
o ’ciock A .M . on

Issued and 
given under my 
hand and seai 
of said Court at 
Ballinger Texas  
this 11th day of 
Decem ber 
2013.

Attorney for 
Plaintiff or 
Plaintiffs: 
Kenneth Slimp 
P.O. Box 633  
Ballinger, Texas  
76821

Clerk of the 
Court:
Tam m y  
Burleson 
P.O . Box 166  
Runnels 
County, Texas

KRAATZ
PLUMBING
Serving the Winters Area 

for Over 64 Years

...Repairs 

...Rennodeling 

...New Construction

T R Y  U S . W E ’LL B O TH  BE  
G L A D -Y 0 U  D(D! .

' Dehny 'Heathcott, owner 
TX Master Lic#M-12351

7 5 4 -4 8 1 6  office 7 5 4 -5 6 1 0  hom e

fiolM?

ta n e ls  County

the Monday 
next after the 
expiration of 42  
days after the 
date of issuance 
of this citation 
the sam e being 
Monday
January 27th, 
2014  before the 
Honorable 
District Court of 
Runnels
County, at the 
Courthouse in 
said County in 
Ballinger,
Texas. Said 
Plaintiffs Peti­
tion was filed in 
said court on 
the 27th day of 
April 2009  in the 
above entitled 
cause.

A brief
statement of the 
nature of this 
suit as follows, 
to-wit: Original
Petition For 
Protection Of A  
Child, For 
Conservatorship  
and for Term i­
nation In Suit 
Affecting The  
Parent-Child  
Relationship as 
is more fully 
shown by Plain­
tiffs  Petition on 
file in this suit.

Cottonwood Real Estate
Mary Slimp, Broker 

476 PR 2001, Winters, TX 79567 
668-9987

Call for Listings
Monnie Davis, agent 754-5628
Cottonwood-realty.com Mobile 365-6404

S E C U R IT Y  T IT L E  C O .
Baitinger Office

(325) 365-4848 • Fax: (325) 365-4399
Serving: Taylor, Jones, Callahan, Shackelford, 

Eastland, Stephens, Runnels & Coleman Counties

Title insurance - Abstracts Escrow Property Closings

Saam Getstmann, CLA 
Manager

saam(gsecurltytltieco.com
801 Hutchings Ave. Ballinger, TX  76821

Get Your Classified Ad Noticed 
by adding one of these

graphics for o n iy ^ l!

We Need Listings!
393.82 Acres w/Home - Taylor Co. *Sold 
132.46 Acres - Runnels Co.*Sold 
129.18-Taylor Co. *Sold 
45 Acres - Coleman Co. *Sold 
40.341 Acres Tayior - Co.*ln Contract 

j j j  33.06 Acres - Runnels Co.* Sold 
20 Acres - Coleman Co.*Sold 
16.27 Acres w/Home - Runnels Co.*ln Contract

’ Owner/Broken Bryan Davis • 1 1 1 6 &  Main vnnters, TX 79567j 
)n /EU S A  C ALL ON OUR CURRENT USTINGS PROPERTY AVAILAB ILITIES a 1^

106 West, Winters - 3
bdrm, 1 bath, hardwood 
floors, central heat, new 
roof, small fenced yard 
with covered patio, carport, 
pecan trees.

315 £ . Pierce, W inters, Texas -  3 bdrm, 
2 hathis, high ceilings, large closets, 2 
living areas, dining room and large 
informal dining. Bonus room upstairs 
for extra bedroom or playroom, utility 
room, hobby room, centrd heat and air, 
new cedar fence, large metal shop

l i e s .  M ain - Office space available for 
rent. Professional Building.

705 W. Dale, \^ n ters , 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 
updated floors and paint, fireplace, 
central heat attached garage and alley 
entry garage, screened porch.

611 N . M agnolia -1  bdrm /lbath with 
extra room for bed or office, two car 
drive thru carport, fenced yard, pecan 
trees.

214 Palom a, W inters, Texas - 3
bdrm /2 bath, dining room, nice 
kitchen, pecan trees, 576 sq. ft. metal 
shop with attached carport.

Advertise 
Your 

Business 
in the 

Ciassifieds 
Today! 

(325) 

365-3501
Vie accept maior credit cards 

and debit cards over the p ir n .

R u n i M l s

ClassiHed

Th e y
G et

R esult!
F a s t !

To  get fM t 
re e u ltt fo r  

yo u r
im w antott 
item , fob  
opening, 
se rv ice  
offered , 

auto, boat, 
R V  o r home 
fo r sale  o r 
lease, c a ll

3 6 5 * S 5 0 1
a sk  fo r 

classifiede*
We now  accept 
credit cards and 
cards over the phone.

T E X A S  ST A T E W ID E  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V E R T IS IN G  N E T W O R K

mM

PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE O T R  drivers, 
A PU  equipped, pre-pass, EZ-pass, passen­
ger policy. 2012  and new er equipment. 100%  
N O  touch. Butler Transport 1 -800 -528 -7825; 
www.butlertransport.com
J O IN  A V E R IT T  T O D A Y ! D e d ic a t e d  
C D L -A  drivers g et fu ll-b en efits  and s tead y  
h om etim e . 1 -8 5 5 -4 3 0 -8 8 6 9 . A pp ly  online: 
A v e rittC a re e rs .c o m , E O E

HELP W A N TE D

TexSCAN Week of 
December 29, 2013

A D O P T IO N S
PR E G N A N T ? C H O O SIN G  A D O PT IO N ?
Loving, s ing le  w o m an  aw a its  first child. 
Joyful, s tab le hom e prom ised. Education, 
trave l, financia l security. E xpen ses  paid. 
C ontact D eborah, to ll-free 1 -8 5 5 -7 7 9 -3 6 9 9 .

D R IV E R S ACCEPTING P R O P O SA L S operation  of 
B E ST  LEASE PU R C H A SE  in the industry bar, restaurant and/or pro-shop, golf course, 
with 9 9 0 /g a llo n  d iese l fu e l, $ 1 0 0  w e e k ly  R aw lins , W yo m in g . A pril 1 5 -O c to b e r 16. 
b o n u s , n e w  tru c k s , top  p a y  an d  g re a t B eat the heat and live at 7 ,000 -fee t elevation  
fre ig h t lan es . H irshbach; 1 -8 8 8 -5 1 4 -6 0 0 5  for the sum m er. M ore inform ation: (www. 
or w w w . d r i v e 4 h m l . c o m r a w l i n s - w y o m i n g . c o m )

REAL ESTATE
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake Medina/ 
Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central W /S/E, RV, M/H  
or house O K only $830 down, $235 month 
(12.91% /IO yr), Guaranteed financing, more 
information call 1 -830-460-8354

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED now! Learn to 
drive for W ern er Enterprises. Earn $80 0  per 
w eek. No experience needed. G et your C D L  
and pre-hire now. 1 -8 8 8 -7 3 4 -6 7 1 0
E X P E R IE N C E D  F L A T B E D  D R IV E R S
Regional opportunities now open with plenty 
of freight and g reat pay. 1 -8 0 0 -2 7 7 -0 2 1 2  or 
driveforprim e.com  .
NEED C LA SS A CDL TFtAiNING? S tarT a  
career in trucking today! Swift A cadem ies  
offer PTD I certified courses and offer “Best-In- 
Class” training. N ew  academ y classes weekly. 
No m oney down or credit check. Certified  
m entors ready and availab le . (P aid  w hile  
training with mentor) Regional and dedicated  
opportunities. G reat career path. Excellent 
benefits package. Please call: 1 -866-259-8142
OWNER OPERATORS: $3,500 holiday bonus! 
H om e w eeken d s  & throughout the w eek . 
Dedicated, y e a r ‘round recession-proof freight. 
1 -year driving experience & C DL Class A. Con­
tact Ty 1-866-478-9977. DriveForCardinal.com

M IS C E LLA N E O U S
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $ 4 897 .00 . M ake  
and save money with your own bandmill.Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
Free information/DVD, www.NorwoodSawmills. 
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

SAFE TU B S
S A F E  S T E P  W ALK -IN T U B  A le r t  fo r  
s e n io rs , b a th ro o m  fa lls  c a n  b e  fa ta l .  
A pproved by Arthritis Foundation . T h e ra ­
peutic  je ts  with less than 4 -inch  s tep -in . 
W ide door, anti-slip  floors, A m erican  m ade, 
installation included. C all 1 -8 8 8 -9 6 0 -2 5 8 7  
for $ 7 5 0  O ff

T R A IN IN G
MEDICAL BILLING TR A IN EES N e e d e d !  
B eco m e a m ed ica l o ffice  a s s is ta n t now! 
O n lin e  job  tra in ing  gets  you ready. Job  
p lacem en t w h en  p rogram  co m p le ted . C all 
fo r d e ta ils ! 1 -8 8 8 -3 6 8 -1 6 3 8 ;  a y e rs .e d u / 
d isc lo su res .co m .

ACREAGE REPO with septic tank, pool, pier, 
ramp. Ownerfinance. Granbury 1-210^22-3013
AFFORDABLE R E SO R T T iVING o n ^ L ^  
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! Guar­
anteed financing with 10%  down. Lots starting 
as low as $6900. Call Josh, 1-903-878-7265
LOOKING TO SALE land? R each  over 
2-m illion readers for one low price in the  
T e x a s  S ta te w id e  A d v e rtis in g  N e tw o rk . 
C ontact this new spaper or call 1 -8 0 0 -7 4 9 -  
4 7 9 3  for m ore detail.
$ 1 0 6  MONTH B U Y S land  fo r RV. M H
o r c a b in . G a te d  e n try , $ 6 9 0  d o w n ,  
($6900 /10 .91  % /7yr) 90-days sam e as cash. 
G uaranteed  financing, 1 -9 3 6 -3 7 7 -3 2 3 5

VACATION
WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake  
Fork, Lake  L ivingston or Lake  M ed in a . 
Rooms fully furnished! Gated community with 
clubhouse, swimming pool and boat ramps. 
Call for more information: 1 -903-878-7265, 
1-936-377-3235 or 1-830-460-8354

FRun V'c3ur /\cl In TexSO/\ISI!
S t e i t e w i c l e  / \ d .......................*5S O

290 90S,076 O lrcuiatlort

North R ogion  O n ly ...........
9^ 30*1 .O'! 9 OlrocflAtlork

S outh  R eg ion  O n ly .........
*1OO  3 9 ‘1 » 7 4 “l C i r o u i t c i i t l o r ^

W e s t R eg ion  O n ly .............*2SO
96 2*1*1 6 Ciroulci^lon

"To Order: Oell this lvjews|3ap>er 
direct, or cell Texes F*ress Service 

et 1-SOO-7".49-T7"e)3 Tcdey!

N O TIC E: W hile most advertisers are reputable, w e cannot guarantee products or services advertised. W e urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1 -800-621-0508  or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC -H ELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend ycur advertising reach with TexS C A N , ycur S tatew ide Classified Ad Netw erk.

i K  ((M V l

o u U tU tM , 

ie v it t  a n . iA e d l

Turn those unwanted 
items into cash!

Sell them in the 
Runnels County 

Classifieds!
You may have just what 

someone else is looking for! 
Ballinger Ledger 
806 Hutchins Ave 

325- 365-3501

http://www.dvcr.com
http://www.wtcmhmr.org
http://www.butlertransport.com
http://www.drive4hml.comrawlins-wyoming.com
http://www.NorwoodSawmills
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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New road constructed to reach Abilene
CONTRIBUTED BY RUTH COOPER
RCHC CHAIRPERSON

The Runnels County Commis­
sioners’ Court met in Regular 
Term Nov. 9, the second Monday, 
A. D. 1885. The court examined, 
approved, and then paid the coun­
ty expenses. The court ordered a 
new road be constructed from the 
Town of Runnels to Content, then 
north to the county line with Tay­
lor County so as to have a good 
road to Abilene, Texas.

The court then ordered pay­
ment of repairs to the roof on the 
calaboose (jail) and also repairs to 
the city’s dstem. Money was paid 
to the different School Districts’ 
Teachers. The total came to 
$722.50 for the year.

The Runnels-Concho road was 
approved and was determined to 
be 10 miles of line in the survey. 
The court ordered I. C. Swift to 
be allowed a rebate on his saloon 
license as follows: $5 on County 
and $10 on the State and the 
County Qerk was ordered to pay 
the coimty part from the county’s 
Occupation Tax Fund. The court 
continued with an order to allow 
a credit of $25 to Sheriff John M. 
Formwalt because of the case of 
the prisoner, Harlan Dooley. This 
providing the prisoner, in the

event he should be caught, would 
either pay the fine or serve his 
sentence. Other business dealt 
with each of the funds and recon- 
dling them. The court adjourned 
for the year 1885, until the next 
Regular Term.

Students in the Runnels School 
had the luxury of a four teacher 
school that included about 100 
students. The teaching methods 
were far different from schools 
of today. The small children first 
were taught the A.B.C.’s, then were 
advanced to McGuffey’s Reader 
and the Blue Back Sp^er. The 
oldest students studied Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionary, including 
definitions, the histories, geog­
raphy, grammar and arithmetic. 
The teachers were J. T. Preston,
J. N. Winters, Mr. Cannon and a 
Mr. Stokes, both of which had 
assistants. (Runnels Is My County, 
Charlsie Poe.)

Henry Davies Pearce, Justice of 
the Peace, Precinct 1 was appoint­
ed custodian of the food sent into 
Ruimels County because of the ex­
treme drought conditions. Some 
residents preferred to go a little 
hungry rather than take a hand­
out. like Henry, they were too 
proud to take help. Evki though 
Henry distributed the food, he 
would not accept any of it for him­

self and his family. He refused to 
accept what he called charity. He 
preferred to seU some of his land 
on Valley Creek to be able to buy 
provisions the family needed and 
keep things going in general.

The farnily of Larkin Haley was 
living on a ranch in Coleman 
County during those years. The 
drought included Runnels and 
surrounding counties. Times 
were extreme and difficult for 
everyone living in the areas. One 
of the neighbors rode into town 
and signed up for some of the 
food that was being distributed. 
Knowing the Haleys, the neighbor 
signed up for food for them and 
brought them a large sack of com 
meal and one of potatoes. The 
next day. Colonel Haley hitched 
his team to his hack and drove the 
twenty miles to Coleman to return 
the food. He told those in charge 
he would manage to get food for 
his family somehow and he want­
ed no handout from anyone. “The 
spirit of independence of the pio­
neer families of our country only 
a few yesterday’s ago considered 
it a mark of pride to manage for 
themselves and their own. Larkin 
Haley later married Ethel Pearce.” 
(The Pearces Pioneering Days in 
Texas, Zehna (Haley) Strom.)

About this time, Henry D. Pearce

lost one-half of his 960 acres of 
land on Valley Creek through a 
faulty tide. Pearce had traded 209 
acres of land near Brownwood, 
Texas with improvements for 
960 acres in Tom Green County, 
the north half of the Wm. Howell 
League. It crossed Valley Creek, 
having the creek water on it. He 
found that the man from whom 
he bought the Runnels County 
land had not real tide to the prop­
erty, so he was forced to answer 
a law suit for the land by the real 
heirs. A jury trial gave Henry 
Pearce the first verdict but his 
lawyers. Mays and Timmins of San 
Angelo and Major Perryman of 
Runnels finding that Henry had no 
real tide, recommended to him to 
compromise and divide the land. 
He took the advice of his lawyers 
and got the north half of what he 
had bought. That left him with 
480 acres. The lawyers’ fees were 
$ 450. The Valley Creek land had 
some history and was the location 
of the school house named H. D. 
Pearce School. A lot of Runnels 
County and Coke County land was 
in Tom Green County when the 
land was originally bought. When 
surveying began, lines changed 
and that area was included in Run­
nels County. This case was just 
one of many, many faulty titles

discovered by the purchasers of 
the land in this part of Texas in 
the early settling of the counties. 
(The Pearces Pioneering Days in 
Texas, Zehna (Haley) Strom.)

The Presbyterian Church in the 
Town of Runnels was very active 
and wanted to include all young 
people of the town. They formed 
a society and called it “Band of 
Hope.” AH youth would meet at 
the Presbyterian Church. Each 
member of the society made a 
pledge to never drink, smoke or 
take the Lord’s name in vain.

Some of the crops came 
through but only produced a 
meager harvest brfore the rains 
ceased completely in the last half 
of 1885. The cattie situation was 
becoming drastic. Many cattle 
were beginning to die. The Texas 
Longhorn breed of cattle could 
take more hardships that most 
others. Without grass, the cattle 
were not faring well. Some of the 
residents had invested all of their 
money they had in cattle and were 
looking at big losses.

Resources
Runnels County Historical His­

tories
Runnels County Commissioners 

Court Minutes, November 1885
Runnels County Clerk’s Records

Veterans Comer
The state Regulation and 

Licensing Department’s Securi­
ties Division has ordered two 
investment companies involved 
in the illegal purchase of monthly 
pensions and disability pay­
ments from veterans and resale 
of them as investments to halt 
the scheme immediately. Securi­
ties Division Director issued a 
cease and desist order against 
Albuquerque-based Equity Advi­
sors and its owner Sidney Evans, 
and Voyager Financial Group, a 
Delaware LLC that previously was 
based in Arkansas. Federal law 
prohibits the sale or assignment 
of veterans’ benefits. Secondary 
sales of Veterans Administration 
payments constitutes a “security” 
under the Uniform Securities Act. 
Under that Act, the securities 
were to be registered and disclo­
sures were to be accurate. Voy­
ager and Evans failed to comply 
with either. Voyager would buy 
veterans’ monthly pension and 
disability payments for single 
lump sum that was far less than 
the future value, and then pack­

age them as investments to be 
sold to investors, the department 
said in a news release. The inves­
tors who purchased the contracts 
were not told the scheme was in 
violation of law, and therefore, 
the payments could be diverted 
back to the veterans at any time. 
Evans and his company sold 16 
of these investments to eight 
residents while Voyager has sold 
these illegal investments in sev­
eral states through consultants 
such as Evans at least since 2011. 
Anyone who has been contacted 
to buy or seU veterans’ benefits 
should contact the Securities 
Division at 1-800-704-5533.
The Securities Division plans to 
impose $40,000 in civil penalties 
against each of the companies. 
For more information, contact 
Sandra at the Veterans Service 
Office at 602 Strong Ave on Tues­
days and Thursdays from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., or caU 365-3612.

Sandra G. V an  Z ant
Veterans County Service Officer

Financial resolutions for the new year
About 45 percent of Americans usuaUy 

make New Year’s resolutions, according to 
a survey from the University of Scranton. 
But the same survey shows that only 8% of 
us actuaUy keep our resolutions. Perhaps 
this low success rate isn’t such a tragedy 
when our resolutions involve things like 
losing a little weight or learning a foreign 
language. But when we make financial 
resolutions — resolutions that, if achieved, 
could significantly help us in our pursuit of 
our important long-term goals — it’s clearly 
worthwhUe to make every effort to foUow 
through.

So, what sorts of financial resolutions 
might you consider? Here are a few pos­
sibilities:

Boost your contributions to your retire­
ment plans. Each year, try to put in a Uttle 
more to your IRA and your 401(k) or other 
employer-sponsored retirement plans.

These tax-advantaged accounts are good 
options for your retirement savings strat­
egy.

Reduce your debts. It’s not always easy to 
reduce your debts, but make it a goal to fin­
ish 2014 with a smaUer debt load than you 
had going into the new year. The lower your 
monthly debt payments, the more money 
you’U have to invest for retirement, coUege 
for your children (or grandchUdren) and 
other important objectives.

BuUd your emergency fund. Work on 
building an “emergency fund” containing 
six to 12 months’ worth of Uving e?q>enses, 
with the money held in a Uquid account 
that offers a high degree of preservation 
of principal. Without such a fund, you 
might be forced to dip into your long-term 
investments to pay for emergencies, such 
as a new furnace, a major car repair, and so 
on. You might not be able to finish creat­

ing your emergency fund in one year, but 
contribute as much as you can afford.

Plan for your protection needs. If you 
don’t already have the proper amounts of 
life and disability insurance in place, put it 
on your “To Do” list for 2014. Also, if you 
haven’t taken steps to protect yourself from 
the considerable costs of long-term care, 
such as an extended nursing home stay, 
consult with your financial profession^, 
who can suggest the appropriate protection 
or investment vehicles. You may never need 
such care, but that’s a chance you may not 
want to take — and the longer you wait, the 
more expensive your protection options 
may become.

Don’t overreact to market volatiUty.
Too many people head to the investment 
“sidelines” during market downturns. But 
if you’re not invested, then you miss any 
potential market gains— and the biggest

gains are often reaUzed at the early stages 
of the raUy.

Focus on the long term. You can prob­
ably check your investment balance onUne, 
which means you can do it every day, or 
even several times a day — but should you? 
If you’re foUowing a strategy that’s appro­
priate for your needs, goals, risk tolerance 
and time horizon, you’re already doing 
what you should l)e doing in the long run.
So there’s no need to stress yourself over 
the short-term movements that show up in 
your investment statements.

Do whatever you can to turn these New 
Year’s resolutions into reaUties. Your efforts 
could pay off weU beyond 2014.

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.

Stock market resolutions for 2014
NEW YORK — 2013 was a great 

year for the average investor, but 
few market strategists beUeve 
that 2014 wUl be anywhere near 
as good. The simple strategy of 
buying U.S. stocks, selling bonds 
and staying out of international 
markets isn’t going to work as 
weU as it has, they say.

Some of WaU Street’s biggest 
money managers have come up 
with a few resolutions to help 
your retirement portfolio have a 
good year:

— Curb your expectations
Few investors e?q>ected 2013 to 

be as big as it was. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index is up 29 percent 
for the year, its best year since 
1997. Including dividends, it’s up 
32 percent.

On average, market strategists 
expect 2014 to be somewhat 
tame. Most are looking for the 
S&P 500 to rise to 1,850 to 1,900 
points, a gain of just 1 to 3 per­
cent.

- — Keep your eye on valuation
Investors bid up stock prices to 

aU-time highs this year, despite 
a mediocre economy and corpo­
rate profits that were less than 
spectacular.

At the beginning of the year, the 
price-to-eamings ratio on the S&P 
500 was 13.5, meaning investors 
were paying roughly $13.50 for 
every $1 of earnings in the S&P 
500. Now the S&P 500’s P-E ratio 
is around 16.7.

While a P/E ratio of 16.7 won’t 
set off any alarm beUs — the

historical average is 14.5 — it is 
noticeably higher than it was a 
year ago.

Investors have high e?q)ecta- 
tions for corporate profits next 
year, based on the prices they are 
paying.

“It’s hard to beUeve that this 
market can go much higher from 
here without some corporate 
earnings growth,” said Bob DoU, 
chief equity strategist at Nuveen 
Asset Management.

Profit margins are already at 
record highs, and corporations 
spent most of 2013 increasing 
their earnings by cutting costs or 
using financial engineering tools 
like buying back their own stock.

Earnings at companies in the 
S&P 500 grew at an 11 percent

rate in 2013. The consensus 
among market strategists is that 
profit growth wiU slow to around 
8 percent in 2014.

However, if the U.S. economy 
continues to improve, and cor­
porate profit margins expand, it 
could justify the prices investors 
have been paying for stocks.

— Don’t get caught up in the 
euphoria

Be wary if your neighbor de­
cides to jump head-f&st into the 
market next year.

A large number of investors 
have remained on the sidelines for 
this five-year buU market. Since 
the market bottomed in March 
2009, investors puUed $430 bU- 
Uon out of stock funds, according 
to data from Upper, whUe putting

nearly $1 triUion into bond funds.
Professional market watchers 

are concerned that many indi­
vidual investors, trying to play a 
game of catch-up, m i^ t  rush into 
the market with a vengeance next 
year. The surge of money could 
cause stocks to jump if investors 
ignore warnings that the market is 
getting overvalued.

WaU Street caUs this phenom­
enon a “melt-up.” As you can 
guess, a “melt-up” could lead to 
a “melt-down,” as happened in 
the late 1990s with the dot-com 
bubble.

“I fear people, who sat out 2013, 
wiU jump in too fast next year and 
get burned,” said Richard Madi- 
gan, chief investment officer for 
JPMorgan Private Bank.


