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Vaccine-
Preventable 
Diseases Are 
on the Rise.
Immunize 
Today!

Call today to find out 
more and schedule the 
doctor- recommended 
vaccines today!

Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 W. FM 700 | Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 264-1900

Michelle Hamlin
432-755-7030

michelle.hamlin@expeditionroyalty.com

Rayne Austin
432-755-7065

rayne.austin@expeditionroyalty.com

REACH US TODAY BY PHONE OR EMAIL.

OR COME VISIT US AT OUR DOWNTOWN OFFICE  

AT 220 S MAIN

Our commitment to Howard County runs deep. 

We have made deals for thousands of acres here, 

and our people have decades of experience 

serving Permian Basin mineral rights owners. 

Get in touch today for a free evaluation of your 

property and its mineral rights.

THIS ISN’T  
OUR 

FIRST 
RODEO 

By CARRIE HARVELL
Contributing Writer

Here is the final article in the Herald's 
series posing seven questions, chosen 
by the paper, to candidates in local po-
litical primaries. Other articles in the 
series covered County Judge, Justice of 
the Peace, and County Commissioner 
Precinct 2 candidates, this one will fo-
cus on candidates for County Commis-
sioner Precinct 4. 

The main purpose of elections is to 
choose good representatives for our 
county. On March 1, the citizens of How-
ard County will vote in a Primary elec-
tion to elect the candidates they want on 
the ballot in November for the following 
positions: County Judge, County Com-
missioner (Precinct 2) County Commis-
sioner (Precinct 4), Justice of the Peace 
(Precinct 1, Place 2), and Justice of The 
Peace (Precicnt 2). Early voting is now 
underway at the Howard County Court-
house, and is slated to continue each 
weekday through Friday.

The Herald's seven questions, present-
ed in the same order for each candidate, 
include:

1. Some people in our community say 
we have a traffic problem; heavy trucks 
coming through town and drag racing 

down Third and Fourth streets. What is 
your opinion? How would you mitigate 
or change the situation?

2. How do you plan to involve resi-
dents in the decision-making process in 
our community?

3. What career accomplishments are 
you most proud of?

4 (a). What is your greatest strength?
  (b). What is your weakness?
5. What are your top three priorities?
6. What steps do you take when mak-

ing decisions?
7. What motivates you to work?
Printed below are the verbatim re-

sponses from the two candidates for 
County Commissioner, Precinct 4. 
Both candidates are Republicans:

Doug Wagner (Republican):
Editor's Note: Mr. Wagner included 

headings for each answer along with his 
responses. Printed below are his verba-
tim responses, although the Herald has 
added the numbering.

1. Traffic
Safe county roads are definitely one 

of my priorities. This includes not only 
road condition, but also traffic control. I 
intend to drive the roads in my precinct 
on a regular basis. Some intersections 
may need attention to signage. I don’t 

know if it’s possible to lower the speed 
limit for trucks on county roads or not, 
but I think it is worth looking into.

2. Resident Involvement
I want to have an open-door policy to 

be more open and transparent. I will set 
up a Facebook page for the precinct for 
those that do not want to make a phone 
call but would share their concerns on 
social media. I plan to share information 
about things going on in the county and 
upcoming events. My personal phone 
number and email address will be read-
ily available.

3. Accomplishments
I had a successful business at age 19. 

I taught Automotive Technology for 27 
years at BSHS, and it is gratifying to 
meet ex-students and know that I had 
a positive influence on them. My years 
in the classroom and other professional 
leadership roles taught me how to re-
late to and work with a wide variety of 
people.

4(a) and (b). Strengths and Weaknesses
I feel that I work well with others, have 

common sense, and am a good listener. 
I want to hear concerns from people in 
the county. Some of my challenges are 

See CANDIDATES, Page 3

Candidates for County 
Commissioner, Precinct 4
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Weather

Wednesday Night: A 
slight chance of freezing 
drizzle before 7 p.m., then 
a chance of freezing drizzle 
and sleet after 1 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 23. 
East wind around 15 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 
40%.

Thursday: A chance of 
freezing drizzle and sleet 
before 7am. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 46. North-
east wind around 15 mph 
becoming northwest in the 
afternoon. Winds could gust 
as high as 25 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 40%.

Thursday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 18.

Friday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 45.

Source: weather.gov 

Today in History
On February 23:

1455: Johannes Gutenberg 
prints his first Bible, the 
earliest major book printed 
using mass produced, metal 
movable type.
1836: The Battle of the Al-
amo, a pivotal battle in the 
Texas Revolution, begins in 
San Antonio, Texas.

Daily Quotes
“Education and work are 

the levers to uplift a people.”
— W.E.B. DuBois

“Man must be in space - 
that is what we are destined 
for. There is nothing else that 
we can do.”

 — Majel Barrett
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By TAMMY SCHRECENGOST
Heritage Museum of Big Spring

The New York City Metropolitan Opera House was com-
pleted in 1883. Most Big Spring residents had never heard of 
the New York Metropolitan Opera and even fewer would have 
ever been able to experience it. However, Big Spring desired 
culture and entertainment for its small township. 

During the late 1880s, brothers Dale and C.L. Alderman de-
cided to build a wooden two-story structure on the east side 
of the courthouse, at 313-315 Main, for this service. This was 

before the movie theaters had begun and 
all entertainment was live and usually lo-

cal. The Opera House featured a stage for entertainment and a 
large social area for dancing. Previously, the only place large 
enough for a dance to be held was at the courthouse. The stage 
had three drop curtains with different scenes that included a 
parlor, street, and woodland. 

Plays, road shows, graduation exercises, railroad anniver-
saries were all conducted in the building. If there were no 
scheduled entertainment available, parties were thrown 

See HISTORY, Page 3

Courtesy photos

Left, the opera 
house (building 
on the right) is 
shown during a 
1919 parade at 
313 Main, fac-
ing west. Right, 
paper lanterns 
were hung as 
the town cele-
brated the T&P 
Railroad in the 
Opera House.

By AMANDA DUFORAT
Contributing Writer

Every year for the past several years, 
the United Way of Big Spring and How-

ard County has been supporting 14 local 
agencies. Since the onset of the pandem-
ic, the local United Way has been search-
ing for ways to fill in the gaps throughout 
the year in assistance to those agencies. 

This past weekend, a Winter Coat and 
Blanket event was held at the Big Spring 
YMCA. 

"We collected coats, jackets, blankets, 
scarves, and more items to keep our 
community members warm, over the 
past several weeks," Christian Fair, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Way of 
Big Spring and Howard County, said. 
"We had several organizations and com-
munity members who supported the 
drive, and we were able to gather a great 
amount of coats." 

The YMCA - a supported United Way 
agency - offered a centralized location 
for the coat distrubtion. Board members 
of the United Way were on hand Satur-
day morning to hand out coats to 

See COATS, Page 3

Photos courtesy Amanda Duforat

This past weekend the United Way of Big 
Spring and Howard County gave away 
warm coats and other cold-weather wear.



WEDNESDAY

• Celebrate Recovery meets at First United Meth-
odist Church Youth Hall, 400 Scurry, from 6-8 p.m. 
Hurts, habits and hang-ups. Leave message for 
Joyce Webb at 325-212-860

THURSDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-
sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Newcomers' meeting 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is 
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment options.

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center 
Veteran’s Healing Center.

• Bring Everyone Into The Zone, or BEITZ Sup-
port Group, is a veteran-based peer group. The pur-
pose of the group is to provide peer-to-peer support 
to service members, veterans and families, espe-
cially those suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury (TBI), 
military sexual trauma (MST) and other traumatic 
events in their lives. BEITZ meets every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at 501 Birdwell Lane. For more informa-
tion, email francisco.garza@wtcmhmr.org, or call 
432-268-3003.

• GriefShare is a biblical support group that fo-
cuses on helping people who are dealing with a 
loved one's death. Each DVD session features na-
tionally respected grief experts and real-life sto-
ries, followed by small group discussion about the 
topics presented (with workbook support); there 
is no charge for attendance. 13-week seminars are 
held three times per year on Thursday evenings, 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at Trinity Baptist Church in 
Big Spring. Visit the GriefShare Ministry of TBC 
Facebook page. You can also call Vivian Gordon at 
432-466-3583 for information on seminar dates and 
how you can register to attend.

FRIDAY

• Reformers Unanimous International is a faith-

based addictions program helping people find free-
dom from addiction. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Fri-
days at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. Enter 
at the main entrance of the church.

• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday 
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of 
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11 
a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

MONDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees It, 615 Set-
tles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

TUESDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• A six-week course in Wellness and Quality of 
Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring Creek 
Fellowship at the Spring Town Plaza, 1801 E. FM 
700. There is no charge for the course, and a work-
book will be provided. Contact Steve Purdy at 432-
517-4840 for more information.

• Caregivers Support Group, sponsored by the 
Area Agency on Aging, meets the second Tues-
day of every month at 10:30 a.m. The meetings are 
held at the Senior Citizens Center located at 100 
Whipkey Drive. These meetings are open for any 
caregiver, whether medical professional or family 
member. For more information, please call Becky 
Letz at 267-1628.

• Al-anon family group meets at 8 p.m. at 615 Set-
tles.

• DivorceCare is a biblical support group for 
those facing divorce or separation. Each DVD ses-
sion features nationally respected experts, such as 
Christian Counselors and Pastors. Small group dis-
cussions and workbook exercises help participants 
apply the information to their own situations. We 
cover pertinent issues like: • Will I survive? • How 
to get out of debt. • How do you know when you are 
ready for a new relationship? • How to lessen the 
impact of divorce on your children. • Is reconcili-
ation possible? There is no charge for attendance. 
13-week seminars are held two times per year on 
Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. at Trinity Bap-
tist Church in Big Spring. Visit the DivorceCare 
Ministry of TBC Facebook page for information. 
You can also call Donna Burcham at 267-6344 for in-
formation on seminar dates and how you can reg-
ister to attend.
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Family Owned Since 1985

Burial, Cremation & Pre-Need Services Available

1005 E. FM 700 • (432) 714-4555 312 Easterling 115 Jonesboro

NEW LAND LISTINGS!

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

•ANTHONY GEORGE HERNANDEZ, 53, of 
1204 Wood St was arrested on a charge of unlawful 
possession of firearm by felon.

•DISTURBANCE was reported in the 3100 block 
of Oasis Rd.

•SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY was reported in the 
1300 block of Dixie.

•ACCIDENT MINOR was reported in the 2900 
block of E I20.

•ASSAULT was reported in the 2600 block of W 
Hwy 80.

•FOUND PROPERTY was reported in the 3600 
block of W Hwy 80.

•CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in 
the1900 block of Wasson Rd.

•UNWANTED SUBJECT was reported in the 
3700 block of Wasson Rd.

Big Spring Fire Department/EMS reported the 
following activity:

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3200 
block of Drexel. No transport was required.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 400 block 
of S 5th St. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 100 block 
of Jonesboro Rd. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3200 
block of Drexel. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 600 block 
of Tulane Ave. One person was transported to Sce-
nic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 300 block 
of Glenna Rd. One person was transported to Sce-
nic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 400 block 
of NE 11th St. One person was transported to Sce-
nic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3600 
block of Hamilton. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•PUBLIC SERVICE was reported in the 600 
block of Tulane Ave. No transport was required.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3300 
block of E Hwy 350. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•GRASS FIRE was reported in the 2400 block of 
E FM 700. Fire was contained.

Letha Kersey Duke
Letha Kersey Duke, 101, of Big 

Spring passed away on Monday, Feb. 
21, 2022. She will lie in state from 8:30 
a.m. until 9:00 p.m. Friday, Feb. 25, 
2022 at Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-
neral Home. Funeral services will 
be 2:00pm Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022 at 
Trinity Baptist Church. Interment 
will follow at Trinity Memorial 

Park.  The services will be livestreamed through 
the YouTube channel Trinity Baptist Big Spring.  
The service will be available for viewing following 
the service as well.

 She was born Jan. 6, 1921 in Cason, Texas to Wil-
liam D. and Ada Maude Barnard Kersey.

 Letha was a member of Trinity Baptist Church 
for 74 years and was a warrior of Christ. She was 
saved at an early age of 8 years old in the late 1920’s.  
Letha brought hundreds of people to Christ. She 
made sure every person she came in contact with 
knew about her Jesus.  She taught Sunday school 
for many years and was very active in missions 
work alongside her husband until his death in 1992.  
She still pursued the work of the Lord through 
missions, traveling on various missions trips to 
Brazil, Mexico and Honduras.  She prayed daily 

for all of the missionaries and she never missed an 
opportunity to fellowship with them.

 Letha was a World War II nurse.  She then 
worked for 63 years as a registered nurse in many 
different locations. She was a hospice nurse for 
her daughter, her husband and two of her sisters 
in her home, caring for them in their end of life. 
Letha was also a certified sign language interpret-
er. She was a wonderful mother, grandmother and 
friend.  Anyone who knew Ms. Letha loved her and 
knew she loved them. 

 Survivors include her grandchildren: Blake 
Torrence, Lupe Estrada, Margie Martinez, Rich-
ard Martinez, Raymond Martinez, Victor Marti-
nez, David Martinez, David Duke III, Rita Robles, 
Lydia Cardenas, Daniel Duke; close friends, San-
dra Henderson Temple and Bob; numerous loving 
great grandchildren.

 The family would like to thank her special 
friends, Deanna Burnett, Robbie Froman and ev-
eryone at Trinity Baptist Church.

 She was preceded in death by her husband, Da-
vid Duke, Sr., parents, daughter, Amelia Duke Tor-
rence, sisters, Ruth Kersey and Margaret Hinton.

 Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home and Crematory. On-
line condolences may be made at www.npwelch.
com. 
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Take Note

“Shoulda,
Coulda,
Woulda...”
Avoid problems down the road.
Ensure your vehicle’s heating system 
is operating properly with preventive 
maintenance service today.

G&M Auto Care
900 E. 3rd                                                           (432) 263-0808

292971

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT 
$1.00 Off Adults 
50¢ Off Children 

Sunday Only 
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $9.00 
or above

1 Coupon Per Person 
Must Be Presented For Discount 

Expires 02/28/2022
316159

406 Runnels St.  
Big Spring

432-263-0276
Shawnda Aaron - Owner

Shawnda Aaron & Co.
Bookkeeping  

and Tax Services

Schedule
An 

Appointment
With A

Local Tax
Professional

Today!

ANNOUNCING INCREASED SALARIES
LVN’s up to $4072.01 per month DOE

RN’s up to $5755 per month DOE
PNA’s starting at $2312.85 per month
For more information on jobs and salaries:

CALL Paula at (432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to jennifer.patton@hhs.texas.gov

Or visit us at: Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy. 87 Big Spring, TX 79720

Job Center: 432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298
Or Complete an application online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

BIG SPRING STATE HOSPITAL

PART 
TIME 

POSITIONS 
NOW 

AVAILABLE

SIGN-ON
BONUS
*Starting 8/1/21

•Nurse I-III (RN) $5,000
•Licensed Vocational 
Nurse (I-III) $3,500

•PNA $2,500

“To assist, stimulate, 
and enhance economic 

development in 
Big Spring & Howard County”

For more information about 
Big Spring Economic Development 

contact (432) 264-6032
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CANDIDATES
Continued from Page 1

that I am still learning to balance my time between 
family, work, and community responsibilities.

5. Priorities
I plan to work towards reducing or stopping the 

illegal dumping in the county. I would like to in-
vestigate the possibility of lower dumping fees, or 
some other way to reduce the cost for citizens. I 
would like to find out if the city’s “Good Samari-
tan” dumping policy can be extended to county 
residents. Property taxes are always a concern, 
and I will do my best to work with the other com-
missioners to keep taxes as low as possible and still 
maintain adequate county services.

6. Decision Making Process
When I make decisions, I gather information 

about the subject through research, and seeking 
out knowledgeable people for input. Prayer helps 
a lot.

7. Motivation
I care about people and our community. That mo-

tivates me to set goals to identify and meet people’s 
needs. I get a lot of satisfaction from solving prob-
lems and attaining those goals.

John Cline (Republican):
Editor's note: Mr. Cline also wrote headings, in-

cluded here, along with his responses. Mr. Cline also 
included the numbering as shown:

1. Traffic Issues
In the county, the commissioners have increased 

patrols to handle the presences of the large oilfield 
trucks. We have also adjusted some speed limits. 

2. Involve People
The Commissioners and I have an open-door pol-

icy with anyone to express their ideas. I would like 
to see all the entities come together to make better 
decisions for the county.

3. Accomplishments
I have been commissioner for 11 years. We have 

one of the lowest tax rates in Texas for counties our 
size. We have rebuilt a lot of the roads with state 
grants but have a long way to go. We have built 
a joint law enforcement center. We have built a 
new road and bridge department and also proud 
to say we have a very financially heathy county. I 
am most proud of our elected officials, employees 
and commissioner court. We have very little turn 
over and that is due to the great employees of the 
County. 

4(a). Strengths 
God and my family. I have owned and operated 

several businesses in Howard County. I am willing 

to listen and do the best to solve the problems. I’ve 
been involved in building and road construction 
for 45 years which gives me an inside in county 
projects and not scared to get my hands dirty.

4(b). Weakness 
I probably Micro-manage too much
5. Priorities
My priority is to see the continued update of the 

county buildings that need some attention, contin-
ue to find funding to rebuild roads and press the 
State of Texas to find a new revenue stream instead 
of property tax. 

6. Decision-making
I try to look at the issues from all angles. Try to 

make decisions that will benefit the county in the 
future for years to come. As commissioners we 
have to get the most out of every penny while tak-
ing care of the needs of the county. 

7. Motivation to work
My parents instilled in me you have to work to 

obtain your dreams and goals. I started working at 
a young age and have never stopped. This great na-
tion gives anyone a chance to be successful with 
hard work. I’m motivated and honored to work ev-
ery day with the employees, elected officials and 
commissioners of Howard County. Don’t let any-
one tell you different, this county is great! 

HISTORY
Continued from Page 1

along with dances. Ladies would raid their homes and bring 
scarves, fans, and other decorations. A piano was positioned 
near the stage as most of the young girls could play it well. There 
was always a fiddle player around somewhere as the music made 
the dances come alive. Girls with their long hoop skirts glided 
along the dance floor while the young gentlemen were dressed in 
their Sunday best. The girls carried a dance card. It was a small 
booklet with a tiny pencil attached with a string. The young 
women would fill in names of the different boys she intended to 

dance with during the evening. As they danced, she would check 
them off and move on to the next name.  

 For twenty years, the Opera House was the center of Big 
Spring’s cultural and entertainment activities featuring home-
town talent. That is until the new high school was completed. 
It had a large gym/stage that soon become the go to location for 
entertainment and performances.  

In the 1920’s, the old opera house building became an auto re-
pair garage for the new “Tourist cars.” It was conveniently lo-
cated next to the new Stokes Motor Company that had just been 
completed at the corner of Main and 4th Streets. The opera house 
was torn down in 1929 to make way for two new brick buildings 
that would later become the Anthony and J.C. Penney buildings.  

COATS
Continued from Page 1

families who needed one. 
"This was a ‘no questions asked’ event. 

We invited all community members down 
to grab a coat for any upcoming cold days 
we may have," Fair said. "Our agencies 
do so much for our community on a con-

tinual basis, but events like this one help 
meet a few more needs in the community 
throughout the year."

Fair continued, "We wanted to make 
sure, with a few cold days coming up on 
the calendar, that if anyone was in need 
of a coat to stay warm, that they were able 
to have access to one. It's a little thing that 
can make a big difference to someone. We 
love doing these little outreach events, 

but as always, none of what we do would 
be possible without a supportive commu-
nity."

Those looking for ways to get involved 
or give back can find out more about the 
United Way and the supported agencies 
by calling 432-267-5201. Donations are al-
ways accepted and will benefit the sup-
ported agencies in the community.

• The Big Spring Symphony is cel-
ebrating 40 years. The final show of 
the season will be the Spring Pops 
Concert, featuring Marie Osmond, 
at 7:30 p.m. April 23 at the Dorothy 
Garrett Coliseum. For updates and 
general information, follow The Big 
Spring Symphony Facebook page or 
go to www.bigspringsymphony.org.

• Food distribution at Three Angels 
Food Pantry is held every third Tues-
day of the month at the Big Spring 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, lo-
cated at 4319 Parkway Rd. Food is pro-
vided by the West Texas Food Bank. 
People will need to bring ID and plas-
tic bags, and answer a few questions 
to pick up food. The food pantry also 
has a Facebook page where they will 
post any updates. https://www.face-
book.com/healthynuggetsofgold44.

• New Life senior/mature adult 
dances are held the third Friday of 
every month from 7 to 10 p.m. at the 
Dora Roberts Community Center, 
100 Whipkey Drive. Music is West-
ern swing style. Entry fee is $5 and 
refreshments are provided. For more 
information call 517-9097.

• The Big Spring Art Association 
is looking for community businesses 
to display pieces of their artwork. In 
an effort to build awareness for the 
importance of the arts and highlight 
local talent, the Big Spring Art Asso-
ciation displays different art pieces 
across the community. If you would 
like a piece of art work displayed 

in your business lobby contact any 
member of the Big Spring Art Asso-
ciation. 

• Drive-through COVID-19 Vac-
cine Clinics are held from 3-6 p.m. 
each Thursday afternoon at What-
ley Plaza, located on the northwest 
part of the Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center campus, 1601 W. Martin Lu-
ther King Boulevard, also known as 
1601 W. 11th Place. The vaccination 
is free. For more information, visit 
www.scenicmountainmedical.org/
vaccine.

• The Big Spring Art Association 
meets the third Saturday of the 
month, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, in 
the basement of the Howard County 
Library. Come join us, we would love 
to have you. For more information, 
call 432-263-4155; Michelle Worthan 
at 325-227-3911; Kay Smith at 432-213-
1153; or Ruby Bruns at 432-664-1943. 
The November featured artist/spe-
cial speaker will be Denise Malm. 
The next meeting is Nov. 20. 

• The Great Courses history video 
lecture series is taking place each 
Wednesday in the Theater Room in 
the First Presbyterian Church, locat-
ed at 701 Runnels Street. No charge 
for the lectures. 

• Howard County Community 
Health Center is offering the Moder-
na – a two dose and Janseen – a single 

dose, Covid-19 vaccine to those over 
the age of 18. Businesses, churches, 
groups or organizations of 10 mem-
bers or more who would like the vac-
cine can schedule a time to have a 
mobile vaccine clinic. The staff will 
to the business, church, or organiza-
tion to administer the vaccine. For 
ore information, call 806-894-7842 ext 
178 or 124 or e-mail Covid19@sprhs.
org

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center 
Auxiliary is looking for new mem-
bers. If you have a heart for serv-
ing people, have at least four hours 
a week to spare, SMMC Auxiliary 
might be the fit for you.

Duties include working in the gift 
shop, delivering newspapers to inpa-

tients, hospitality services, popcorn 
and more. To find out more about op-
portunities available with the SMMC 
Auxiliary, contact Amy Miramontes 
at 268-4809 or April Arms at 268-4907.

• St. Vincent de Paul food distri-
bution will take place the second 
Thursday of each month from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and other assistance 
will take place the third Thursday of 
each month from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
Both distributions will take place at 
1009 Hearn at SVDP Building. 

• Interim HealthCare is looking for 
volunteers. Those who would like to 
find out more about becoming a vol-
unteer can 
call 432-
263-5999.  

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Mary Brumley, 87, 
died Thursday. 
Visitation will be 9 
AM until 9 PM 
Wednesday with fam-
ily receiving friends 
from 5 PM until 7 PM 
at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. 
Graveside service 
will be 2 PM Thursday 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

June Wiggins, 91, 
died Thursday. 
Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237. 
Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSports Page 4
Wednesday, February 23, 2022

Visit www.downtownbigspring.com 
or call Juliette at 432-270-7071

 for more information.

Experience the time of your life at 
The Courtyard & Hardware Store, 

Big Spring’s best kept secret!

Walking distance to boutiques, 
restaurants, bars and the Hotel Settles. 

We off er three rental packages to 
accommodate any type of event!

Leslie Elrod-Hobbs
Broker/Owner
432-517-0038

 
Justin Hobbs

Realtor/Owner
432-935-3768

30
48

23

www.home-realtors.net

Big Spring Collision Center
“Quality is a Way of Life.”

• Paint Matching Technology
• Paintless Dent Repair
• Collision Repair And More!

(432) 263-7306 207 Goliad St.

Does your car have hail damage? 
Give us a call today!

31
17

65

Lady Hawks fall to the Clarendon Lady Bulldogs

By STEVE BELVIN
Contributing Writer 

Howard's 63-55 loss to the Clarendon Lady Bull-
dogs pretty much summed up the Lady Hawks sea-
son. No matter how hard they tried or how well they 
played, Howard just couldn't get over the hump.

      Clarendon had everything to play for. A win 
puts its in the region playoffs, fourth place in the 
conference secured. Howard made them work for 
every bit of this win Monday night at Dorothy Gar-
rett Coliseum.

      Howard stood tall the first three quarters. In 
fact the Lady Hawks  played so well they led 52-49 
going into the final period. That's when the bottom 
dropped for Howard. The Lady Hawks didn't score 
a single basket in the final 10 minutes of the game.. 
Two free throws by Daysha Tijerina and one free 
throw by Jasmine Elder was all the points Howard 
could muster in the final quarter.

       Behind the play of Mah Minte and Autumn 
Wadsworth the Lady Bulldogs gradually pulled 
away to victory. Minthe, who went to the foul line 
all night, led all scorer with 20 points. Wadsworth 

scored 12 of her 16 points in the second half.
     "It wasn't pretty and we didn't think it would be 

easy," said Clarendon coach Mark James. "Coach 
Ishee (John, Howard coach) always has his teaml 
ready to play hard. I think we played a little bit 
tight, that kind of thing can work against you. It 
did a little bit tonight. I think we felt the pressure, 
but we are now officially in the playoffs."

      Howard brought the fight to Clarendon. It led 
from the the start thanks to two three-point bombs 
by, Charney Robinson and another by Kaeona Mar-
quez. The lead was 9-2 three minutes into the game.

     The Lady Hawks outhustled and outrebounded 
the Lady Bulldogs.  Howard led 18-16 after the first 
quarter only to have Clarendon come back to lead 
32-29 at the half. Robinson and Marquez carried 
Howard in the first half, each scoring eight points 
and leading a Howard rebounding edge; Marquez 
had eight rebounds and Robinson grabbed seven 
rebounds in the first half alone.

     In the third quarter Howard played some of 
its best basketball all season. Howard made 8 of 17 
shots, out scoring the Lady Bulldogs 23-17. Marquez 

and Robinson connected on threes, Daysha Daniela 
Perdomo added another three and Reagan Travis 
contributed a bucket inside and two free throws. 
Things looked good for Howard heading into the 
fourth quarter.

       The ending of the story is Howard went 0-19 
from the floor in the fourth and Clarendon escaped 
with a win and a playoff berth.

Marquez and Robinson paced Howard with 16 and 
11 points. They combined for 20 rebounds against a 
Clarendon squad that started a 6-foot-3 post player, 
Zariah Sango. Sango did grab 19 rebounds, 12 com-
ing in the second half

        The Lady Hawks close out the season by host-
ing Odessa College at 5:45 p.m.

CLARENDON (7-6, 22-7) - Minthe 13, Aileen Mar-
quez 9, Wadsworth 15,  Sango 6, Medrano 7, Minotto 
4, totals 17-62, 21-29 63.

HOWARD (8-18, 1-12) - Green 6, Cotto 2, Kaeona 
Maqquez 16, Elder 7, Perdomo 3, Robinson 11, Tije-
rina 5, Travis 5, totals 17-66, 12-16 55,

Clarendon - 18-14-17-14 - 63.
Howard -      16-13-23-03 - 55.

Courtesy Photos/ Tony Claxton

Left: Lady Hawk Kiara Green elevates a Lady Bulldog defender to take a three-point shot. Middle: Jasmine Elder drives to the hoop 
to try a lay-up. Right: Charney Robinson fights for the ball.

Big Spring Steer Powerlifting team placed 2nd at the 
Greenwood Invitational Meet

Courtesy Photos

This past Saturday, the Big Spring Steer Powerlifting team finished second place in the Greenwood Invitational. The Boys Standings: 
1st Talon Cavazos in 114lb, 1st Kenny Richardson in 123lb, 2nd Elijah Mier in 123lb, 2nd Arturo Del Valle in 132lb, 3rd Leroy Johnson 
in 165lb,2nd KarlKarabanoff in 181lb, 6th Caleb New in 181lb, 5th Seth Olsen in 198lb, 2nd Kyle Warren in 220lb, 3rd Elijah Burton 
in 220lb, 1st Jacob Yanez in 308lb. Ten boys medaled, and Kenny Richardson not only reached the 1,000lb club, but he is currently 
in 1st place in Region 1 in his division.

Another day runs off clock in MLB talks to save opening day
By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer

JUPITER, Fla.— Another day ran off the clock on 
talks to salvage opening day when locked-out baseball 
players proposed what they considered a small move 
forward in drawn-out labor negotiations and manage-
ment termed it a third straight step backward.

Management again proposed a federal mediator 
enter the negotiations, but the union immediately 
turned down that idea, leaving Major League Base-
ball on track to lose regular-season games to a labor 
dispute for the first time since 1995.

Less than a week remains until the sides reach what 
management says is a Monday deadline for a deal 
that would allow the season to start as scheduled on 
March 31. Players have not said whether they accept 
that timeframe, and there remains a sense both sides 
are awaiting more time pressure to force more major 
moves by the other.

Still, the sides agreed to 
meet for a third day in a 
row Wednesday, the 84th 
day of the second-longest 
work stoppage in baseball 
history.

Players made a tiny 
shift toward management 
Tuesday on their proposal 
for increased salary arbi-
tration eligibility, lower-
ing to the top 75% by ser-
vice time among the group 
with at least two seasons 
in the majors but less than 
three. 

The union last week 

came off its prior demand that all two-year players be 
eligible — the level from 1974-86 — and  instead pro-
posed the top 80% by service. Teams have said any 
movement in this area is not significant because man-
agement maintains it will never agree to any increase.

Players took a step back from clubs in their proposal 
for major league minimum salaries, which had been 
for $775,000 this season with $25,000 annual increases 
during a five-year deal to $875,000 in 2026. The union 
instead proposed a $30,000 rise each year, to $895,000 
in the final year.

MLB has proposed a rise from $570,500 to $630,000 
and then by $10,000 annually, to $670,000 by 2026.

The union calculated its movement for the day as 
$25 million over five years. The $5 million average 
amounts to just over 0.1% of player compensation 
that totaled $4.05 billion last season, down from a re-
cord high of just under $4.25 billion in 2017.

The sides drew closer on their proposals for a lottery 
that would determine the early picks in each year's 
amateur draft, with the union lowering its proposal to 
the top seven selections from eight, a day after man-
agement raised from three to four. The union also 
is asking for other adjustments that management 
hasn't been interested in.
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CONTACT US TODAY IN BIG SPRING:

220 S Main St

(432) 755-7130

(432) 755-7131

Expedition Royalty Co. is excited to be part of Howard County 
 and the Big Spring community!

 Expedition will continue to invest in the community and to deliver big benefits to our 
clients by acquiring oil and gas minerals and leases in the area.

 We are available 24/7, so call at your convenience for a free evaluation of your assets 
or to discuss current activity and area-specific value ranges.

You’ll see we’re not your typical Permian mineral company.  
We are forming strong partnerships and making prudent deals,  

because we are here to stay – just ask a neighbor!

A BIG COMMITMENT  TO  
BIG  SPRING.

Rayne Austin 

432-755-7065

rayne.austin@expeditionroyalty.com 

Michelle Hamlin

432-755-7030

michelle.hamlin@srp-ok.com

The Big Spring Herald
is looking for

individuals to throw
newspaper routes in
the Big Spring area.

If you have a reliable
vehicle and valid

automobile insurance

We would like to talk to
you!

Fill out an application
at the

Big Spring Herald
710 Scurry St.

No phone calls please.

The Big Spring Herald
is looking for someone
to Deliver Newspapers
to Stores and Machines

Must Have Reliable
Transportation

Valid Driver's License
and

Proof of Insurance.

6 Days a week with Sundays OFF!

For Application Come by
710 Scurry.

No phone calls please

www.shroyermotorcompany.com
424 E. 3RD   •   BIG SPRING, TEXAS

263-7625     432-770-1212     888-263-0017
SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

GMC

Shroyer
Motor Co.
“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2015 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED RUBICON HARD ROCK EDITION 
4x4 56k miles! 

$39,995 

2015 Mercedes-Benz M Class 
AMG 

20k Miles 

$59,995

2016 GMC Yukon Denali 4WD
60k Miles 

$59,995

2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali
4x4, 15k Miles! 

$74,995 

2019 GMC Sierra 1500 
4x4 

16k Miles

$59,995

Announcements
WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000
Big Spring Iron & Metal

Cemetery Lots
2 Adjacent lots Garden of
Maculah at Trinity Memorial
Park Price Negotiable
Call or Text 432-413-9531

Help Wanted
AAA Tubing Testers now
hiring for derrick hand.

Stable company, guaranteed
wages and benefits.

Call Jesse: 432-267-7821

We are looking for an
outgoing, ambitious

individual to fill a role at
the Big Spring Herald!

Are you eager to increase
your income?

Do you like to socialize and
meet new people?

We want to hear from you!

Responsibilities and Duties:
This individual will be

responsible for contacting
businesses and selling
newspaper advertising.

Qualifications and Skills:
Knowledge of Microsoft

programs is preferred, but will
train the right person.

Organization, creativity and
strong people skills is a plus.

Must have reliable
transportation and a valid

driver's license.

Bring resume to
Big Spring Herald

at 710 Scurry or email
angela@

bigspringherald.com

Job Type: Full Time

New Hope Christian School

Now hiring for the following
positions:

•Part-time office assistant
•Part-time child caregiver
•Full-time child caregiver
•Part-time child caregiver

•Full-time Kitchen manager

Now hiring for our Summer
Session

Training will begin in
mid- late May 2022.

If you will either graduate
high school in May 2022 or
you are a college student

looking for a summer job, this
might be the ideal job for you.

Hours will vary from
7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

Apply IN PERSON at
118 Cedar Rd.

Help Wanted

The Big Spring Herald
is looking to fill a

Staff Writer
position

Do you have a heart to share
others' stories and the desire

to be involved in your
community?

We want to hear from you!

This individual would provide
News Coverage, Community

Stories & Happenings.

Indesign and Photoshop are
a plus, but will train the right
person. We are looking for a
creative, outgoing individual
familiar with social media.

Must be a self-starter, and be
able to meet deadlines.

Individual will be responsible
for several areas of

coverage, from feature
stories to hard news.

Must have a flexible
schedule.

Contact for questions
or to submit your resume

Dustin Pope at
editor@bigspringherald.com
or 432-263-7331 Ext. 230

Help Wanted

Now Hiring
Vacuum Truck

Drivers
with 1-2 years
experience.

For more
information please

call
432-631-1994

Superod is Hiring
Superod is looking to fill a full
time Administrative Assistant
position. Hours of operation
are M-F 8am-5pm.
Experience is a plus. Pay is
based on experience;
employee health insurance is
available after the
probationary period is
completed. If you are
interested, please come by
and fill out an application at
610 S Main in Big Spring or
email your resume to
ap@superod.com.

Need Transport Driver for
fuel deliveries. Starting salary
$28.00 per hour, all full
medical, dental, vision & life
benefits paid, retirement plan,
vacation and sick leave. Must
have CDL, hazmat & good
driving record. Come by
1st & Johnson,
Parks Fuels/Chevron,
Big Spring,TX
(432) 263-0033

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING

STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

Starting 8/1
Sign on Bonus for:

Nurse I-III (RN) 5,000.00
Licensed Vocational Nurse
(I-III)--3,500.00
PNA 2500.00

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or

432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Landscaping Help Needed
Please call 432-213-0031

Roustabout Crews
for more information

Please Call
432-631-1994

Pets
Affordable Yorkie puppies
available all shots up to date
In Lubbock TX call or text
321-432-4939

Public Notice
Pursuant to Chapter 59
Texas Property Code, MRC
Self Storage will hold an on-
line auction of personal prop-
erty being sold to satisfy
landlord's lien on March 7th
2022 at 10am at MRC Self
Storage 1602 E FM 700 Big
Spring TX, 79720. Storage
Treasures.com will conduct
the sale. Property sold to the
highest bidder for cash. Items
must be removed within 48
hours after auction. Seller re-
serves the right to reject any
bid and to withdraw any prop-
erty from the sale. A $100.00
Cleanup deposit is required.
Property includes general
household, tool, collectables,
Gym equipment, appliances
& more. As for the following
tenants – Peggy Morales,
Kyler Allen, Charlotte
Reagan, Jabenia Summers,
Howard Higgnins, Nick
Davidson, Michael Williams,
Cory Clanton, Jace purser,
Devoun Blount, Robert
Evans, Angela Aultman,
David Mendez, Amanda
Wallace.

#112##

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2 Bedroom Houses for
Rent. References Required.
Central Air & Heat.
Call Richard 432-201-0539

Services Offered

A&R Services!
Handyman &

Private Contractor

Hello Big Spring! We are
happy to provide these
services to the city.

This is just a few of many
things we can do:

• build decks and or replace
frames

• new plumbing

• window installation

• hauls of every size

• wood chopping tree cutting
and removal

• fencing

Give us a call if you need
someone to contract your
projects or if u are in need of
a handyman

CALL or TEXT for Pricing
432-606-0337

Visit our facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/gr
oups/388843982423362/?ref
=share

Legals
Maine Department of
Health & Human Services

MAINE DISTRICT COURT

IN RE: JENNA L. WILCOX

Doc. No.: SPRDC-PC-20-
016

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
TO Crystal Mesler where-
abouts unknown:
Pursuant to 22 M.R.S. §4001
et seq., the Maine Depart-
ment of Health & Human Ser-
vices (hereafter, “DHHS”) has
petitioned the Court for a Ter-
mination of Parental Rights
Order (“Petition”) requesting
that the motherʼs parental
rights be terminated, con-
cerning the child: Jenna L.
Wilcox, d/o/b: August 19,
2006, born at Portland, Maine
and Willow M. L. White,
d/o/b: August 31, 2013, born
at Dover, New Hampshire.
The mother is Crystal
Mesler, and the father is
Lawrence Wilcox. DHHS has
met the requirements of M.R.
Civ. P. Rule 4(g)(1)(A)-(C).
Hearing on the pending Peti-
tion will be held at Maine
District Court, Division of
Eastern York 25 Adams
Street, Biddeford, ME
04005, on March 25, 2022 at
9:30 a.m. Failure to appear
at this hearing may result
in the issuance of a child
protection order, the ter-
mination of your parental
rights, and/or any other or-
der permissible under 22
M.R.S. §4001 et seq. Your
attorney is Roger Cham-
pagne Esq., 13 Crescent St.,
Ste. 200, Biddeford, ME
04005, tel. (207) 284-1200.
Contact the court at the
above address or (207) 283-
1147. To obtain a copy of the
Petition, contact the court or
DHHS at: 151 Jetport Blvd.,
Portland, ME 04102 [tele-
phone: (207) 822-2000].
DHHS is represented by the
Maine Office of the Attorney
General, 125 Presumpscot
St., Ste. 26, Portland, ME
04103.

Dated: 02/08/2022

/s/_____________________
Judge, Maine District Court

_______________________
A True Attested Copy

Clerk, Maine District Court
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Extremely Low Prices for EVERYDAY Advertising!!
Advertise In our Service Directory!

Wanting to get More Customers for your Small Business?? 
or Wanting to get the word out about the Work 

and Services your company offers??

MONTHLY
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

STARTING at 
$65.60

Phone: 432-263-7331
Email: classifieds@bigspringherald.com
In Person: 710 Scurry St.

CONTACT US TODAY!!

PLUMBING

M-42884

G&M
Plumbing

Licensed
   & Insured

Randal Roach
           Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

Big Spring, TX 79721

11
72

7

CONCRETE
22

97
14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

CONCRETE

28
83

66

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya
432-894-0702

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING
Specializes in Trimming

 and Removal
Bonded and Insured

Herald Reader's Choice 2018
CALL Lupe

432-268-6406
432-213-1451
FREE ESTIMATE29

25
30

GENERAL SERVICES

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates

DeLeon's Services

Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470      email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

CARPET MAINT.

30
58

44

- 24/7 Emergency Service
- Carpet Cleaning
- (432)-264-0133

2021

Personal nutrition 
services offered:
• Diabetes
• Weight loss/gain
• Stomach issues
• Sports Nutrition
• Family & child nutrition
• Eating Disorders
• Meal planning
No referral needed.

Covered at 100% by 
most insurance plans.

306 W 3rd Street, Big Spring TX
432-517-4443 (Offi ce)
1-877-540-0101 (Fax)

Dietitian • Nutritionist 
• Diabetes Educator

SIMPLY GOOD 
NUTRITION LLC

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

Wellness

PLUMBING
Commercial & Residential

Installation & Repair
• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters

• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing
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Today is Wednesday, 
Feb. 23, the 54th day 
of 2022. There are 311 
days left in the year. 

Today’s Highlight in 
History: 

On Feb. 23, 1954, the 
first mass inoculation of 
schoolchildren against 
polio using the Salk 
vaccine began in Pitts-
burgh as some 5,000 
students were vacci-
nated. 

On this date:

In 1685, composer 
George Frideric Han-
del was born in pres-
ent-day Germany. 

In 1822, Boston was 
granted a charter to 
incorporate as a city. 

In 1836, the siege of 
the Alamo began in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

In 1861, President-elect 
Abraham Lincoln ar-
rived secretly in Wash-
ington to take office, 
following word of a 
possible assassination 
plot in Baltimore. 

In 1903, President 
Theodore Roosevelt 
signed an agreement 
with Cuba to lease the 
area around Guantana-
mo Bay to the United 
States. 

In 1942, the first shell-
ing of the U.S. main-
land during World War 
II occurred as a 

Japanese submarine 
fired on an oil refinery 
near Santa Barbara, 
California, causing little 
damage. 

In 1945, during World 
War II, U.S. Marines 
on Iwo Jima captured 
Mount Suribachi, 
where they raised two 
American flags (the 
second flag-raising was 
captured in the iconic 
Associated Press pho-
tograph.) 

In 1998, 42 people 
were killed, some 2,600 
homes and businesses 
damaged or destroyed, 
by tornadoes in central 
Florida. 

In 2007, a Mississippi 
grand jury refused to 
bring any new charges 
in the 1955 slaying of 
Emmett Till, the Black 
teenager who was 
beaten and shot after 
being accused of whis-
tling at a white woman, 
declining to indict the 
woman, Carolyn Bry-
ant Donham, for man-
slaughter. 

In 2011, in a major poli-
cy reversal, the Obama 
administration said it 
would no longer defend 
the constitutionality of 
the Defense of Mar-
riage Act, a federal law 
banning recognition of 
same-sex marriage.

In 2013, some 30 
NASCAR fans were 
injured when rookie 
Kyle Larson’s car was 

propelled by a crash 
into the fence at Dayto-
na International Speed-
way, and large chunks 
of debris flew into the 
grandstands.

In 2020, Ahmaud 
Arbery, a 25-year-old 
Black man, was fatally 
shot on a residential 
Georgia street; a white 
father and son had 
armed themselves and 
pursued him after see-
ing him running through 
their neighborhood. 
(Greg and Travis Mc-
Michael and neighbor 
William “Roddie” Bryan 
were convicted of mur-
der, aggravated assault 
and other charges and 
were sentenced to life 
in prison.) 

Ten years ago: Pres-
ident Barack Obama, 
speaking in Miami, 
sought to confront pub-
lic anxiety over rising 
gasoline prices as he 
promoted the expan-
sion of domestic oil and 
gas exploration, as well 
as the development of 
new forms of energy. 

Five years ago: Seek-
ing to tamp down 
growing unease in Latin 
America, President 
Donald Trump’s Home-
land Security secretary, 
John Kelly, pledged 
during a visit to Mexi-
co City that the United 
States would not enlist 
its military to enforce 
immigration laws and 
that there would be “no 
mass deportations.”

One year ago: Officials 
who were in charge of 
Capitol security at the 

time of the Jan. 6 riot 
told lawmakers that 
missed intelligence was 
to blame for the failure 
to anticipate the vio-
lent mob. Golfer Tiger 
Woods was seriously 
injured when his SUV 
crashed into a median 
and rolled over several 
times on a steep road 
in suburban Los Ange-
les.

Today’s Birthdays: Pro 
and College Football 
Hall of Famer Fred 
Biletnikoff is 79. Author 
John Sandford is 78. 
Actor Patricia Rich-
ardson is 71. Former 
NFL player Ed “Too 
Tall” Jones is 71. Rock 
musician Brad Whit-
ford (Aerosmith) is 70. 
Singer Howard Jones 
is 67. Rock musician 
Michael Wilton (Queen-
sryche) is 60. Country 
singer Dusty Drake is 
58. Actor Kristin Davis 
is 57. Former tennis 
player Helena Sukova 
is 57. Actor Marc Price 
is 54. TV personality/
businessman Daymond 
John (TV: “Shark Tank”) 
is 53. Actor Niecy Nash 
is 52. Rock musician 
Jeff Beres (Sister 
Hazel) is 51. Country 
singer Steve Holy is 50. 
Rock musician Lasse 
(loss) Johansson (The 
Cardigans) is 49. Film 
and theater composer 
Robert Lopez is 47. Ac-
tor Kelly Macdonald is 
46. Rapper Residente 
(Calle 13) is 44. Actor 
Josh Gad is 41. Actor 
Emily Blunt is 39. Actor 
Aziz Ansari is 39. Actor 
Tye White (TV: “Green-
leaf”) is 36. Actor Dako-
ta Fanning is 28. 
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Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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Mars and Neptune Sug-
gest...

   How would we fare if we 
reached the pearly gates 
and were graded by our lei-
sure-time activities? Now is 
a great time to delve deeper 
into our most frivolous 
interests. In fact, it’s more 
important than it seems. The 
seemingly fanciful endeav-
ors reconcile our existence 
in the workaday world and 
are necessary to our mental 
health. 
   ARIES (March 21-April 
19). A desire for improve-
ment may seem like a 
rejection of the status quo. 
With an accepting heart, 
you will somehow be able to 
simultaneously love the way 
things are while also rooting 
for the change. 
   TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). Unfinished business 
has its own beauty. It’s still 
ripe with potential. Don’t be 
too quick to finish things. Let 
yourself linger in the lively 
land of limbo. 
   GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). It is possible that you 
lack the technical expertise 
to complete a task. Do not 
let that stop you. Let your 
enthusiasm and excitement 
shine through. There will be 
somebody to assist you with 
the logistics. 
   CANCER (June 22-July 
22). The saying goes, “It 
takes money to make mon-
ey.” The money in question 
doesn’t always have to be 
your own, though. Although 
you can mitigate the risk, 
remember that those who 
pay the most will also gain 
the most.
   LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You’re skeptical of what’s 
happening in elite circles. 
Though you may be invited 
to join, you’ll resist. The 
outsiders are more attractive 
to you. Somehow, it’s safer 
outside. 
   VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Although you work well with 
strong-willed individuals, 

sometimes you need a break 
from the intensity. Today 
you’ll thrive in easygoing 
company, or the serenity of 
solitude. 
   LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
You know your limits and 
you also know that certain 
people will push you past 
them. It is best to avoid 
these types today. You’re the 
boss of you. Don’t give up 
the position.
   SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). You’re patient and will 
wait for your loved ones 
who move at a different 
pace. When you’re on your 
own, you can have as much 
speed and freedom as you 
want.
   SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). The deal goes 
down; the exchange favors 
you. You won’t immediately 
feel the force of your good 
fortune. But the future will 
reveal the many advantages 
to your position.  
   CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). It’s one puzzle 
after another today. Whether 
you’re learning new software 
or locating a left shoe, trial 
and error will eventually get 
you to the win. 
   AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). What would it take to 
let go of winning, of being 
right, of proving a point, and 
instead focus on under-
standing and listening? For 
many it would be too heroic 
a task. But you’re angelic, 
gracious and egoless, so it’s 
easy, right? 
   PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). Being available to the 
world today will benefit you. 
Don’t let your calls go to 
voicemail. Personalization 
will make a difference. Your 
human touch is appreciated.  
 
   TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Feb. 23). The various roles 
of your life get a brilliant 
shake-up. A sibling acts as a 
good friend; children trans-
form into teachers; and your 
inner critic becomes an in-
sightful coach. You will gain 
a greater sense of control 
over your physical energy 
and achieve a health-related 
goal. Love will help you dis-
cover your potential. Gemini 

and Libra adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 4, 44, 
10, 27 and 16.
 
   COSMIC QUESTION: 
“How do you know the dif-
ference between love and 
infatuation? I’ve been with 
a Capricorn for three weeks 
and I think it’s love. I’m 
ready to be exclusive with 
him. He says I’m taking it too 
fast and that I’m still in the 
infatuation phase. He says 
he doesn’t want to get hurt. 
Should I slow my roll? This 
is the most exciting, passion-
ate, romantic relationship 
I’ve ever been in. I’m an 
Aries.” 
   Fiery Aries thrives on ex-
citement, impulse and risk. 
Can you savor this fun with-
out being pushy? Like your 
practical Capricorn beau, 
I too believe that you’re 
infatuated, but that’s beside 
the point. Whether you’re 
infatuated or in love, you’re 
still creating this relationship 
with another person. If he’s 
feeling pushed or pulled, 
that’s repellant. He’s going 
to be less attracted to you 
because you’re asking him 
to make decisions he’s not 
ready to make. My advice 
in this early stage is to build 
the fun, have experiences, 
get to know each other and 
bond like crazy. For now, 
don’t worry about defining 
your feelings, just let them 
grow naturally through the 
dating process.
 
   CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
Dakota Fanning holds the 
distinction of having been 
the youngest person ever 
nominated for a Screen 
Actor’s Guild Award. She 
started acting at the age of 
5, which is less unusual for 
Pisces natives, who tend to 
be old souls who know what 
work they want to do early 
on in life. Fanning was born 
under the entertaining Leo 
moon.

Write Holiday Mathis at 
HolidayMathis.com.
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