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Vaccine-
Preventable 
Diseases Are 
on the Rise.
Immunize 
Today!

Call today to find out 
more and schedule the 
doctor- recommended 
vaccines today!

Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 W. FM 700 | Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 264-1900

Shannon Clinic
Big Spring

Family Practice Care Monday - Friday 8am-noon & 1-5pm
2503 Gregg St. Unit C  |  432-606-5178 or 800-530-4143  |  www.shannonhealth.com

Let our family take care of yours!
Oncology and Hematology  
David Cummings, MD
Each month at Shannon Clinic Big Spring.

For appointments and info call (325) 481-2025.

Senior Supper
Courtesy photo

Members of Big Spring’s 
Senior Supper group 
take a moment to pose 
for a group photo dur-
ing their recent meal at 
Cowboy’s Steakhouse. 
According to Sally 
Grant, a member of the 
group, Senior Supper 
enjoys a meal at a dif-
ferent local restaurant 
each Tuesday evening. 
Seniors in the commu-
nity are welcome to 
join the group. 
This Tuesday, the group 
will be dining at 5:30 
p.m. at Texas Cajun. 

Doing the most good
Big Spring’s Salvation Army shines during the holiday season

Courtesy photos

Members and volunteers of Big Spring’s Salvation Army were busy this holiday season, ringing bells, 
packing and delivering toys and food, and making Christmas and New Years brighter for everyone in the 
community.
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Upcoming Events

The Big Spring 
Symphony Orchestra 

will present “The 
Music of Queen” 

featuring Jeans ‘n 
Classics, at 7:30 
p.m. Jan. 22 at 
Big Spring High 

School Auditorium. 
Visit www.

bigspringsymphony.
org for more 
information.

Senior Citizens 
Dances are held the 
third Friday of every 
month at 7 p.m. at 
the Dora Roberts 

Community Center. 
The next dance is 

Jan. 21, 2022. Music 
will be Western 

style. Entry fee is 
$5 and includes a 
snack. For more 
information call 

517-9097.
+++
Send 

announcements 
to editor@

bigspringherald.com, 

Friendly family man’s 50-year 
secret: He was fugitive, too

BY JOHN SEEWER and 
JENNIFER McDERMOTT 
Associated Press

Just before Thomas Randele died, his 
wife of nearly 40 years asked his golfing 
buddies and his co-workers from the 
dealerships where he sold cars to come 
by their home.

They gathered to say goodbye to a 
guy they called one of the nicest people 
they'd ever known — a devoted family 
man who gushed about his daughter, a 
golfer who never bent the rules, a friend 
to so many that a line stretched outside 
the funeral home a week later. 

By the time of their final visit last May 
at Randele's house in suburban Boston, 
the cancer in his lungs had taken away 
his voice. So they all left without know-
ing that their friend they'd spent count-
less hours swapping stories with never 
told them his biggest secret of all.

For the past 50 years, he was a fugi-
tive wanted in one of the largest bank 
robberies in Cleveland's history, living 
in Boston under a new name he created 
six months after the heist in the summer 
of 1969. Not even his wife or daughter 
knew until he told them in what authori-
ties described as a deathbed confession.

How he was able to leave behind one 
family and create a new life — while 
evading a father and son from the U.S. 
Marshals Service who never gave up 
their hunt — is just now being pieced 
together. 

Ted Conrad quickly figured out that se-
curity was fairly loose at the Society Na-
tional Bank in Cleveland after he started 
as a teller in January 1969.

He told his buddies it would be easy to 
rob the place, said Russell Metcalf, his 
best friend from high school. 

A day after his 20th birthday that July, 

Conrad walked out with $215,000 from 
the vault, a haul worth $1.6 million to-
day. By the time the missing money was 
noticed, Conrad was flying across the 
country. 

In a letter sent to his girlfriend, he mis-
takenly thought he could return when 
the statute of limitations expired. But 
once he was indicted, that was no longer 
true.

Conrad apparently cut off contact with 
his family. Some eventually presumed 
he was dead, said Matt Boettger, whose 
mother was Conrad's older sister.

His mom, he said, was relieved to find 
out her brother had lived a happy life. 
"She thought she would go to her grave 
and never know," he said.

The bank heist in 1969 didn't capture 
the attention of the nation, or even of 

See FRIENDLY, page 3
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Find your program today!  
We’ve got something for everyone!

• Youth Development • Healthy Living • Social Responsibility

801 Owens St. • (432) 267-8234

- Gymnastics - Group Exercise
- Party Rentals - Child Care

- Morning Classes 
•	 Spin
•	 Cardio	(NEW)
•	 Power	Cardio

- Swim Lessons 

- Sports 
•	 Basketball	•	Football
•	 Volleyball	•	Boxing	Club

Four Locations to 
Serve You!
Big Spring, TX 
(432) 267-6337 
408 Runnels St.

Stanton, TX • (432) 756-2808

Lamesa, TX • (806) 872-8886

Anson, TX • (325) 823-4030

TOUGH LOOKS
ON-ROADS SMOOTH

NEW!
COOPER® DISCOVERER® 

RUGGED TREK™

Announcing

Completion of Emergency Department
Expansion/Renovation Phase I

Effective 12:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 28, 2021. 
Patients will now enter the Emergency Department 
at the back of Martin County Hospital, as was done 
prior to this construction project. The driveway is 
accessed via turning east off Beaugard. Parking is 
available immediately adjacent to the new area. 

Signage will be placed to clearly guide the patient to 
the Emergency Department Entrance.

Helen Martinez
Helen Martinez, 91, of Big Spring died Tuesday, 

December 28, 2021. Services are pending at Myers 
& Smith Funeral Home.

Jackie Ray Rinard
Jackie Ray Rinard, 87, of Big Spring, died 

Wednesday, December 29, 2021. Services are pend-
ing at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the following activity:
•DETRIA RAY-DON MCINTOSH, 44, of 1905 Wasson Rd was arrested on a 

charge of credit card or debit card abuse.
•STRATON MARCELL SMITH, 33, of 302 S Willow, Mansfield Tx was ar-

rested on a charge of driving while license invalid, fail to appear.
•JOSEPH ANTHONY ACOSTA, 28, of 401 Hillside Dr was arrested on a 

charge of warrant form another agency.
•NATHAN BRENNEN CREWS, 42, of 5100 N A St Midland, Tx was arrested 

on a charge of warrant from another agency.
•CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 800 block of Edwards Blvd.
•THEFT was reported in the 2300 block of Wasson Rd.
•ACCIDENT MINOR was reported in the 4100 block of E FM 700.
•BURGLARY OF HABITATION was reported in the 7700 block of E Mid-

way Rd.
•CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 2100 block of Wasson Rd.

Big Spring Fire Department/EMS reported the 
following activity:

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1500 block 
of Avion St. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1000 
block of N Main St. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 2000 
block of Rickabaugh. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3700 
block of Wasson Rd. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1800 block 
of N Hwy 87. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1900 block 
of N Hwy 87. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 700 block 
of W I-20. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 200 block 
of Sandlin Rd. One person was transported to Sce-
nic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 200 block 
of Washington Blvd. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

•MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1500 block 
of E Pacific Ave. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• Food distribution at 
Three Angels Food Pantry is held every third Tues-
day of the month at the Big Spring Seventh-Day Ad-
ventist Church, located at 4319 Parkway Rd. Food 
is provided by the West Texas Food Bank. People 
will need to bring ID and plastic bags, and answer 
a few questions to pick up food. The food pantry 
also has a Facebook page where they will post any 
updates. https://www.facebook.com/healthynugget-
sofgold44.

• Senior Citizens Dances are held the third Friday 
of every month at 7 p.m. at the Dora Roberts Com-
munity Center. The next dance is Jan. 21, 2022. Mu-
sic will be Western style. Entry fee is $5 and includes 
a snack. For more information call 517-9097.

• The Big Spring Art Association is looking for 
community businesses to display pieces of their art-
work. In an effort to build awareness for the impor-
tance of the arts and highlight local talent, the Big 
Spring Art Association displays different art pieces 
across the community. If you would like a piece of 
art work displayed in your business lobby contact 
any member of the Big Spring Art Association. 

• Drive-through COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics are 
held from 3-6 p.m. each Thursday afternoon at What-
ley Plaza, located on the northwest part of the Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center campus, 1601 W. Martin 
Luther King Boulevard, also known as 1601 W. 11th 
Place. The vaccination is free. For more informa-
tion, visit www.scenicmountainmedical.org/vac-
cine.

• The Big Spring Art Association meets the third 
Saturday of the month, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, in 
the basement of the Howard County Library. Come 
join us, we would love to have you. For more infor-
mation, call 432-263-4155; Michelle Worthan at 325-
227-3911; Kay Smith at 432-213-1153; or Ruby Bruns at 
432-664-1943. The November featured artist/special 
speaker will be Denise Malm. The next meeting is 
Nov. 20.

• The Big Spring Symphony is celebrating 40 
years. Shows remaining this season include: Jan. 
22: 'The Music of Queen' at Big Spring High School; 
Feb. 19 “Winter Wonderland”; and Spring Pops Con-
cert on April 23. Venues for the February and April 
concerts will be announced at a later date. Tickets 
can be purchased in season passes or per concert. 
For updates and general information, follow The 
Big Spring Symphony Facebook page or go to www.
bigspringsymphony.org. 

• The Great Courses history video lecture series is 
taking place each Wednesday in the Theater Room 
in the First Presbyterian Church, located at 701 
Runnels Street. No charge for the lectures. 

• Howard County Community Health Center is 
offering the Moderna – a two dose and Janseen – a 
single dose, Covid-19 vaccine to those over the age 
of 18. Businesses, churches, groups or organizations 
of 10 members or more who would like the vaccine 
can schedule a time to have a mobile vaccine clinic. 
The staff will to the business, church, or organiza-
tion to administer the vaccine. For ore information, 
call 806-894-7842 ext 178 or 124 or e-mail Covid19@
sprhs.org

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center Auxiliary is 
looking for new members. If you have a heart for 
serving people, have at least four hours a week to 
spare, SMMC Auxiliary might be the fit for you.

Duties include working in the gift shop, deliver-
ing newspapers to inpatients, hospitality services, 
popcorn and more. To find out more about opportu-
nities available with the SMMC Auxiliary, contact 
Amy Miramontes at 268-4809 or April Arms at 268-
4907.

• St. Vincent de Paul food distribution will take 
place the second Thursday of each month from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and other assistance will take place 
the third Thursday of each month from 10 a.m. un-
til 12 p.m. Both distributions will take place at 1009 
Hearn at SVDP Building. 

• Interim HealthCare is looking for volunteers. 
Those who would like to find out more about becom-
ing a volunteer can call 432-263-5999.  

• VFW Post 2013 meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. New members are being sought. The 
Post is located at 500 Driver Rd. Qualified veterans, 
those who have served in a foreign war, who are 
interested in joining the VFW are encouraged to at-
tend a meeting to find out more information.

• DivorceCare is a biblical support group for 
those facing divorce or separation. Each DVD ses-
sion features nationally respected experts, such as 
Christian Counselors and Pastors. Small group dis-
cussions and workbook exercises help participants 
apply the information to their own situations. We 
cover pertinent issues like: • Will I survive? • How 
to get out of debt. • How do you know when you are 
ready for a new relationship? • How to lessen the im-
pact of divorce on your children. • Is reconciliation 
possible? There is no charge for attendance. 13-week 
seminars are held two times per year on Tuesday 
evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. at Trinity Baptist Church 
in Big Spring. Visit the DivorceCare Ministry of 
TBC Facebook page for information. You can also 
call Donna Burcham at 267-6344 for information on 
seminar dates and how you can register to attend.

• O'Neal-Kunkle, Chapter #47 of the Disabled 
American Vets (D.A.V.), meets the third Monday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. at 2204 Runnels Street. For 
more information, please contact Mike Tarpley at 
432-556-2227.

• Home Hospice is looking for volunteers (18+) and 
junior volunteers (9-16 years old). Applications can 
be picked up at the Home Hospice office, located at 
111 E. Seventh Street, Suite A between 8 a.m and 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday. Adult volunteers will 
need to complete a training and must be able to pass 
a background check. Volunteer duties will include 
home visits; junior volunteers will be helping with 
office work, community events and holiday activi-
ties. More information can be obtained by calling 
264-7599 or 432-967-0901. 

• Keep Big Spring Beautiful meets at noon the first 
Monday of every month at Howard College in the 
Cactus Room. Our vision is that every Big Spring 
citizen will take individual responsibility for mak-
ing Big Spring the most beautiful city in Texas. Visi-
tors are always welcome. For more information call 
Tammy at 432-935-0057. 

Take Note
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COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT 
$1.00 Off Adults 
50¢ Off Children 

Sunday Only 
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $9.00 
or above

1 Coupon Per Person 
Must Be Presented For Discount 

Expires 12/31/21
311778

Great Christmas Gifts  
Found Here!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St. • (432) 267-6411

Meets 3rd Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m.

2204 Runnels
Contact 

Ed Meiser at 432-263-5163
Mike Tarpley at 432-556-2227

Danny Martinez at 706-662-4226
Steve Purdy at 432-517-4840

Sponsored 
by

O'Neal Kunkle Chapter #47

Leslie Elrod-Hobbs
Broker/Owner
432-517-0038

 
Justin Hobbs

Realtor/Owner
432-935-3768
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www.home-realtors.net

Troy Tompkins, CMFC® 
Financial Planner | Prudential Advisors
401 Austin Street, Suite 105, 
Big Spring, TX 79720
Phone: 432-263-0180 | Cell: 432-213-2461 | 
Email: troy.tompkins@prudential.com
https://www.prudential.com/advisor/troy-tompkins

30
96

FRIENDLY
Continued from page 1

Cleveland. Everyone else was focused on 
Apollo 11's historic flight to the moon.

But for John Elliott, a deputy U.S. mar-
shal, it was personal because he and Con-
rad came from the same side of town.

The problem was Conrad had a head 
start and was disciplined enough not to 
make missteps. 

Elliott traveled across the U.S. looking 
for Conrad and even after retiring would 
check on the case, said his son, Pete El-
liott, now the top U.S. marshal in Cleve-
land, who inherited the hunt for Conrad 
nearly 20 years ago.

His father died in March 2020 before in-
vestigators pieced together details from 
Randele's obituary and signatures from 
his past. Then in November, Randele's 
family confirmed that just before he died, 
he told them what he had done, Elliott said. 

Why Conrad committed the robbery has 
been analyzed endlessly.

"It wasn't about the money. He always 
wanted to impress people," said Metcalf, 
his high school pal. 

Investigators believe he was inspired by 
the 1968 movie "The Thomas Crown Af-
fair," about a bank executive who got away 
with $2.6 million and turned the heist into 
a game.

After the real-life robbery in Cleveland, 
Conrad wound up in the Boston area, 
where much of the movie was filmed. 

Thomas Randele came into existence in 
January 1970 when Conrad applied for a 
Social Security number in Boston, Elliott 
said.

During the 1970s, Randele worked at a 

country club outside Boston and became 
its manager. He also met his future wife 
not long after arriving in Boston. They 
were married in 1982.

Around then, he began working in the 
car business, selling Land Rovers and Vol-
vos until he retired after nearly 40 years.

What's not clear yet is what happened to 
the money. The Marshals Service is look-
ing into whether he lost it early through 
bad investments.

While Randele and his wife, Kathy, lived 
most of their years in a pleasant Boston 
suburb, they filed for bankruptcy protec-
tion in 2014. She told Cleveland.com in No-
vember that her husband was a great man. 
She has declined interview requests.

No one would have guessed that Randele, 
who was 71 when he died, was someone 
trying to hide from authorities.

Among the many people he be-
came friends with over the years 
was an FBI agent in Boston, El-
liott said.

"He was just a gentle soul, you 
know, very polite, very well spo-
ken," said Jerry Healy, who first 
met Randele at a Woburn, Massa-
chusetts, dealership where they 
talked daily for years. 

Matt Kaplan, who managed 
two dealerships where Randele 
worked and golfed with him for 
many years, called him a gentle-
man.

"The only way it makes sense is 
that at that age he was just a kid, 
and it was a challenge kind of 
thing," Kaplan said. 

"If he would have told us way 
back when, I don't think we would 

have believed him because he wasn't that 
kind of guy," he said. "The man was differ-
ent than the kid."

In the early days after Randele's identity 
was revealed, his friends couldn't believe 
it. But now looking back, some things 
make sense. How he always had a beard. 
His reluctance to talk about where he 
grew up or his extended family. 

"You know all the years I knew Tommy, 
I never heard him mention a sister or a 
mother or a brother or a father," Healy 
said.

"You could never pry anything from 
him," said Brad Anthony, another close 
friend. 

Still, he said it's almost impossible to be-
lieve. "It just seems so out of character for 
the Tom I knew," he said.

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    

267-8288

Affordable pre-need 
plans.

A look at de Blasio’s NYC mayoral tenure 
and what’s next

By MICHELLE L. PRICE
 Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bill de Blasio swept 
into the New York City mayor's office 
eight years ago promising a liberal 
remolding of the nation's largest city 
that would level deep inequities and 
reform police practices.

He had some successes, deliver-
ing on a promise to offer universal 
pre-kindergarten and curbing the 
police stop-and-frisk tactic. But the 
legacy of de Blasio's two terms has 
also been shaped by strained relation-
ships with both police and the police-
reform activists who propelled him to 
office, public discord with the former 
governor and gaffes memorialized in 
skewering headlines.

As he closes out the final days of 
his term, de Blasio is contemplating 
a run for higher office, a bet that his 
early achievements and his steering 
the city of 8.8 million through the 
pandemic will stick with New York-
ers more than the flubs and conflicts, 
separating the substance from style.

"I want people to remember that we 
needed to fight inequality and we did. 
And it can be done," de Blasio said in 
an interview Tuesday with The Asso-
ciated Press. "We were able to do that 
in very tangible, real ways. I think 
that opens the door for a lot more go-
ing forward, but it can be done."

The mayor also acknowledged he 
had a strained relationship with the 
media, and made errors along the 
way, something he said he's been re-
flecting on a lot lately as he wound 
down his time in the mayor's office.

"I think I could have communicated 
better. I think I could have under-
stood better what the media needed 
to do to their jobs," de Blasio said. "I 
tried to make adjustments over time. 
And it's something I'm going to keep 
working on as a public service."

He officially turns over the reins to 
Mayor-elect Eric Adams, a Democrat 
and former police captain, on Jan. 1.

De Blasio's supporters and even 
some critics suggest his achieve-
ments will not be appreciated until 
he gives New Yorkers some space to 
miss him.

"I think he's done some things that 
will last for generations and are so 
important and won't be appreciated 
until he's out of the limelight, out of 
the office, for a few years," said Sid 

Davidoff, a de Blasio supporter and 
advisor to several former mayors.

Even de Blasio himself thinks his 
legacy will take a while to solidify. 
"A lot of what we were doing was not 
just for today. It was for tomorrow," 
he said.

___
WINS, REGRETS AND FAUX PAUS
After winning a landslide election 

in 2013, de Blasio became the first 
Democrat in two decades to serve as 
mayor of New York, a heavily Demo-
cratic metropolis that could serve as 
a laboratory for liberal policies, such 
as the $15 an hour minimum wage 
that he pushed to achieve.

His arrival marked a departure 
from the years of Michael Bloomberg 
— the billionaire former mayor who 
started as a Republican and ended as 
an independent — who boasted of the 
city as a luxury product and defended 
stop-and-frisk.

De Blasio's progressive agenda and 
populist message were at times over-
shadowed by tabloid-delighting blun-
ders, such as a culinary faux pas days 
into his first term, when he ate a slice 
of pizza with a knife and fork. 

Other notable fumbles included 
showing up late to a memorial for 
plane crash victims and dropping a 
groundhog during a Groundhog Day 
celebration. The groundhog died a 
week later. 

The mayor said he was not sur-
prised New York City media was 
tough and that the tabloid headlines 
were "colorful," such as a recent New 
York Post cover in which he was pho-
toshopped to appear as a Santa Claus 
wearing a Fidel Castro hat under the 
headline, "Santanista Claus."

"I was surprised at sort of the in-
tense coverage around some things I 
thought were small in the scheme of 
things but took up a lot of time and 
energy," he said.

De Blasio notched a victory in his 
first year by expanding public pre-
kindergarten to every 4-year-old in 
the city. He built on that, expanding 
the program to more 3-year-olds with 
a plan to make it universal by fall of 
2023.

___
TENSIONS WITH POLICE
He's had a difficult relationship with 

the city's police force. De Blasio start-
ed his mayoralty pledging to overhaul 

the department's interactions with 
the public and curtailed the depart-
ment's tactic of stopping, questioning 
and frisking mostly Black and His-
panic people on the street en masse.

His handling of the summer 2014 
police killing of Eric Garner angered 
officers and many of the police reform 
advocates who worked to elect de Bla-
sio. 

He spoke critically of the officers 
but largely held off any department 
punishments until a lengthy federal 
civil rights investigation concluded. 
Later that year, when a disturbed 
gunman angry about police killings of 
unnamed Black men fatally shot two 
NYPD officers, the head of the city's 
largest police union said the mayor 
had "blood on his hands" and officers 
turned their backs on the mayor as he 
spoke at police funerals. 

L. Joy Williams, a political strate-
gist and president of the Brooklyn 
NAACP, said de Blasio seemed to 
approach the confrontation with the 
NYPD "as a political crisis, rather 
than as a humanity crisis." 

Williams said that was disappoint-
ing and the coalition of groups push-
ing for police reform who helped 
elected de Blasio expected him to be 
tougher against the officers and the 
union.

"We expected that from him, be-
cause that's what he said he was going 
to do. And he didn't do it," she said. 

De Blasio acknowledged the tension 
with some police union leaders and 
some police reform activists, saying 
he doesn't agree with all of them abut 
thinks mainstream New Yorkers 
wanted something in the middle. 

___ WHAT'S NEXT (AND WHAT'S 
NOT)

It wasn't just those corners of the 
city that had their qualms with the 
mayor. Some New Yorkers ques-
tioned de Blasio's focus on the job 
when he launched a muddling bid for 
president in 2019. He told The AP that 
while the experience was "difficult" 
and "unlikely," it made him realize he 
needed to communicate with people 
better. 

He said his presidential ambitions 
are in the past. "Not on my dance 
card," he quipped. 

De Blasio admits he struggled to 
address intractable issues such as 
homelessness, which rose during his 

two terms despite his administration 
meeting a goal of building or preserv-
ing 200,000 affordable housing units. 
His last year has been dogged with 
the slow closing the city's Rikers Is-
land jail, which has been plagued by 
severe staffing shortages, prisoner 
deaths and violence amid the pan-
demic. There have been 16 deaths this 
year in the city's jail system, the most 
since 2013.

When New York City became the 
epicenter of the pandemic, de Bla-
sio's attempts to manage the response 
were frequently defined by the ongo-
ing public feuding with then Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, who fueled their 
long-simmering tense relationship by 
swatting down de Blasio's plans for a 
shelter-in-place order and school clo-
sures. 

When Cuomo resigned in August 
amid allegations he sexually harassed 
at least 11 women, de Blasio had wid-
er latitude in his city's response. He 
rolled out a series of aggressive man-
dates, requiring every public em-
ployee to get vaccinated. The orders 
largely survived legal challenges and 
drove up vaccination rates of reluc-
tant police officers, firefighters and 
other city workers, prompting de Bla-
sio to extend the mandates to private-
sector workers, the most sweeping 
vaccine mandate of any state or big 
city in the U.S. 

Like Cuomo, de Blasio had his own 
near-daily televised briefings during 
the pandemic, but they took a variety-
show flavor in recent months, with de 
Blasio decrying pineapple toppings 
on pizza as he explained ranked-
choice voting and singing with funk 
music legend George Clinton.

So far, de Blasio has remained coy 
on his future plans when asked if he's 
going to run for governor. Equally 
vague is the Democrat's path to the 
governor's mansion. Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul has been amassing campaign 
funds and Democratic endorsements, 
from upstate officials to leaders in the 
heart of de Blasio's Brooklyn, leaving 
him to stitch together an unclear con-
stituency.

"I think I've put plenty of bread-
crumbs out there on the trail," he 
said. "I'm going to stay in public ser-
vice. As to electoral politics, I'll give 
an update very, very soon."
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Proudly 

Supporting 

All Local 

Football Teams!

A Special Thank you to all our customers 
for once again voting us Big Spring’s

“BEST TIRE DEALER”

4 Locations To Serve You!
Stanton, TX • (432) 756-2808  |  Big Spring, TX • (432) 267-6337  |  Lamesa, TX • (806) 872-8886  |  Anson, TX • (325) 823-4030

• Locally Owned and Operated

• 24 Hour Nursing Care

• Selective Menus

• Local Transportation

• Medicare & Medicaid Approved

• Medicare Approved Short Term Stays

• Physical, Speech & Occupational Therapy

• Award Winning Rehabilitation Department

“Celebrating Life Through Quality Care And Compassion”

3200 Parkway                          Big Spring, Texas                         432-263-4041
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John Madden, Hall of Fame coach and 
broadcaster, dies at 85

By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer

John Madden, the Hall of Fame coach turned 
broadcaster whose exuberant calls combined with 
simple explanations provided a weekly soundtrack 
to NFL games for three decades, died Tuesday 
morning, the league said. He was 85.

The NFL said he died unexpectedly and did not 
detail a cause.

Madden gained fame in a decade-long stint as the 
coach of the renegade Oakland Raiders, making it 
to seven AFC title games and winning the Super 
Bowl following the 1976 season. He compiled a 103-
32-7 regular-season record, and his .759 winning 
percentage is the best among NFL coaches with 
more than 100 games.

But it was his work after prematurely retiring as 
coach at age 42 that made Madden truly a household 
name. He educated a football nation with his use 
of the telestrator on broadcasts; entertained mil-
lions with his interjections of "Boom!" and "Doink!" 
throughout games; was an omnipresent pitchman 
selling restaurants, hardware stores and beer; be-
came the face of "Madden NFL Football," one of the 
most successful sports video games of all-time; and 
was a best-selling author.

Most of all, he was the preeminent television 
sports analyst for most of his three decades call-
ing games, winning an unprecedented 16 Emmy 
Awards for outstanding sports analyst/personal-
ity, and covering 11 Super Bowls for four networks 
from 1979-2009.

"People always ask, are you a coach or a broad-
caster or a video game guy?" he said when was 
elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. "I'm a 
coach, always been a coach."

He started his broadcasting career at CBS after 
leaving coaching in great part because of his fear 
of flying. He and Pat Summerall became the net-
work's top announcing duo. Madden then helped 
give Fox credibility as a major network when he 
moved there in 1994, and went on to call prime-time 
games at ABC and NBC before retiring following 
Pittsburgh's thrilling 27-23 win over Arizona in the 
2009 Super Bowl.

"I am not aware of anyone who has made a 
more meaningful impact on the National Football 
League than John Madden, and I know of no one 
who loved the game more," Dallas Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones said in a statement. 

Burly and a little unkempt, Madden earned a 
place in America's heart with a likable, unpreten-
tious style that was refreshing in a sports world of 
spiraling salaries and prima donna stars. He rode 
from game to game in his own bus because he suf-
fered from claustrophobia and had stopped flying. 
For a time, Madden gave out a "turducken" — a 
chicken stuffed inside a duck stuffed inside a tur-
key — to the outstanding player in the Thanksgiv-
ing game that he called.

"Nobody loved football more than Coach. He was 

football," NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said 
in a statement. "He was an incredible sounding 
board to me and so many others. There will never 
be another John Madden, and we will forever be in-
debted to him for all he did to make football and the 
NFL what it is today."

When he finally retired from the broadcast booth, 
leaving NBC's "Sunday Night Football," colleagues 
universally praised Madden's passion for the sport, 
his preparation, and his ability to explain an often-
complicated game in down-to-earth terms.

Al Michaels, Madden's broadcast partner for sev-
en years on ABC and NBC, said working with him 
"was like hitting the lottery."

"He was so much more than just football — a keen 
observer of everything around him and a man who 
could carry on a smart conversation about hun-
dreds and hundreds of topics. The term 'Renais-
sance Man' is tossed around a little too loosely 
these days, but John was as close as you can come," 
Michaels said.

For anyone who heard Madden exclaim "Boom!" 
while breaking down a play, his love of the game 
was obvious.

"For me, TV is really an extension of coaching," 
Madden wrote in "Hey, Wait a Minute! (I Wrote a 
Book!)."

"My knowledge of football has come from coach-
ing. And on TV, all I'm trying to do is pass on some 
of that knowledge to viewers."

Madden was raised in Daly City, California. He 
played on both the offensive and defensive lines for 
Cal Poly in 1957-58 and earned his bachelor's and 
master's degrees from the school.

Madden was chosen to the all-conference team 
and was drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles, but a 
knee injury ended his hopes of a pro playing career. 
Instead, Madden got into coaching, first at Hancock 
Junior College and then as defensive coordinator 
at San Diego State.

Al Davis brought him to the Raiders as a line-
backers coach in 1967, and Oakland went to the Su-
per Bowl in his first year in the pros. He replaced 
John Rauch as head coach after the 1968 season at 
age 32, beginning a remarkable 10-year run.

With his demonstrative demeanor on the sideline 
and disheveled look, Madden was the ideal coach 
for the collection of castoffs and misfits that made 
up those Raiders teams.

"Sometimes guys were disciplinarians in things 
that didn't make any difference. I was a disciplinar-
ian in jumping offsides; I hated that," Madden once 
said. "Being in bad position and missing tackles, 
those things. I wasn't, 'Your hair has to be combed.'"

The Raiders responded.
"I always thought his strong suit was his style 

of coaching," quarterback Ken Stabler once said. 
"John just had a great knack for letting us be what 
we wanted to be, on the field and off the field. ... 
How do you repay him for being that way? You win 
for him."

And boy, did they ever. Many years, the only 
problem was the playoffs.

Madden went 12-1-1 in his first season, losing the 
AFL title game 17-7 to Kansas City. That pattern re-
peated itself during his tenure; the Raiders won the 
division title in seven of his first eight seasons, but 
went 1-6 in conference title games during that span.

Still, Madden's Raiders played in some of the 
sport's most memorable games of the 1970s, games 
that helped change rules in the NFL. There was 
the "Holy Roller" in 1978, when Stabler purposely 
fumbled forward before being sacked on the final 
play. The ball rolled and was batted to the end zone 
before Dave Casper recovered it for the winning 
touchdown against San Diego.

The most famous of those games went against the 
Raiders in the 1972 playoffs at Pittsburgh. With the 
Raiders leading 7-6 and 22 seconds left, the Steel-
ers had a fourth-and-10 from their 40. Terry Brad-
shaw's desperation pass deflected off either Oak-
land's Jack Tatum or Pittsburgh's Frenchy Fuqua 
to Franco Harris, who caught it at his shoe tops and 
ran in for a TD.

In those days, a pass that bounced off an offensive 
player directly to a teammate was illegal, and the 
debate continues to this day over which player it 
hit. The catch, of course, was dubbed the "Immacu-
late Reception."

Oakland finally broke through with a loaded 
team in 1976 that had Stabler at quarterback; Fred 
Biletnikoff and Cliff Branch at receiver; tight end 
Dave Casper; Hall of Fame offensive linemen Gene 
Upshaw and Art Shell; and a defense that included 
Willie Brown, Ted Hendricks, Tatum, John Ma-
tuszak, Otis Sistrunk and George Atkinson.

The Raiders went 13-1, losing only a blowout at 
New England in Week 4. They paid the Patriots 
back with a 24-21 win in their first playoff game 
and got over the AFC title game hump with a 24-7 
win over the hated Steelers, who were crippled by 
injuries.

Oakland won it all with a 32-14 Super Bowl romp 
against Minnesota.

"Players loved playing for him," Shell said. "He 
made it fun for us in camp and fun for us in the 
regular season. All he asked is that we be on time 
and play like hell when it was time to play."

Madden battled an ulcer the following season, 
when the Raiders once again lost in the AFC title 
game. He retired from coaching at age 42 after a 9-7 
season in 1978.

Madden was a longtime resident of Pleasanton, 
California, a Bay Area suburb. A 90-minute docu-
mentary on his coaching and broadcasting career, 
"All Madden," debuted on Fox on Christmas Day. 
The film featured extensive interviews that Mad-
den sat for this year. His wife, Virginia, and sons 
Joseph and Michael were also interviewed for the 
documentary.

John and Virginia Madden's 62nd wedding anni-
versary was two days before his death.

Curry makes 3,000th 3-pointer, Nuggets edge Warriors 89-86
By BEN ROSS
 Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Stephen Curry became the first player in NBA history to 
make 3,000 career 3-pointers on Tuesday night in a game where the Denver Nuggets 
barely held off the NBA-leading Golden State Warriors 89-86.

Denver's Nikola Jokic blocked a potential game-tying shot by Jonathan Kuminga 
in the final seconds to preserve the win after his team nearly blew a 24-point halftime 
lead. The Warriors got one more chance to tie the game, but Andre Iguodala missed 
a 3-pointer at the buzzer.

"I couldn't be more proud of our guys," Nuggets coach Michael Malone said. "I 
thought Will Barton, down the stretch, made a couple of big, big plays."

Barton had 21 points, while Jokic led Denver with 22 points, 18 rebounds, five as-
sists and four steals.

"Nikola having 18 rebounds, 22 points and making a key, key play down the stretch 
is why he's a great player," Malone said. "You need those types of plays to pull out 
wins like this."

Andrew Wiggins had 21 points and eight rebounds for Golden State in his first game 
back from the league's COVID-19 health and safety protocols. Curry, who scored 21 
of his 23 points in the second half, made a corner 3-pointer late in the third quarter to 
give him 157 consecutive games with a 3-point field goal. It ties his own NBA record, 
which he set from 2014-16.

The Warriors trailed 60-36 at the half, but kept Denver down offensively while open-
ing the third quarter on 
a 17-5 run to cut Denver's 
lead to 65-53. They pulled 
within five on a Curry step-
back 3-pointer with 7:20 
remaining in the fourth 
quarter before he made 
back-to-back 3-pointers to 
cut the Nuggets' lead to 84-
82 with 2:08 left.

Golden State tied the 
game at 84 on a dunk by 
Gary Payton II with 1:04 re-

maining. Barton put the Nuggets back in front 86-84 with a tip-in on the ensuing pos-
session and Denver held on to win despite scoring just 29 points in the second half.

"They were the aggressor from the start," Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. "I loved 
the way we fought back in the second half and gave ourselves a chance. ... Really 
proud of the guys for the effort, but obviously we've got to play better."
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The Big Spring Herald
is looking for individuals to
throw newspaper routes in

the Big Spring area.

If you have a reliable
vehicle and valid

automobile insurance

We would like to talk to you!

Fill out an application
at the

Big Spring Herald
710 Scurry St.

No phone calls please.

Now Hiring
Vacuum Truck

Drivers
with 1-2 years
experience.

For more
information please

call
432-631-1994

Announcements
WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000
Big Spring Iron & Metal

Help Wanted
All positions for Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Crew
Leaders, Techs, and
Warehouse Personnel.
Pay DOE, but will train.
Bonus Plans, Vacation and
Holiday Pay. Must be able to
pass Drug Screen.
Apply @ Blast Masters
1711 E Hwy 350.

Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for
oilfield dirt work/construction.

2+ yearsʼ experience
required. Dozer or blade
experience a plus! Pay DOE.
Health, vision, and dental
insurance 100% paid!

Apply in person:
9400 S. Service Rd.,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more
information.

Jet Specialty, Inc is a 41 year
oilfield supply company.

We are looking to hire an
Inside Salesperson for our
Big Spring store.

Please email resumes to
ryan.smrkovsky@jetspecialty
.com

Help Wanted

The Colorado River
Municipal Water District,
regional raw water supplier
for the Permian Basin, is
accepting applications for
following positions.

Central Control Operator –
Monitors and operates the
Districtʼs raw water supply
systems using SCADA
(rotating shift).
Basic computer skills
including Excel needed.

Electronics Technician –
Responsible for installing,
repairing, and maintaining
communication equipment
including mobile radios and
microwave communication
equipment, supporting the
Districtʼs SCADA system.
Intermediate level position,
basic understanding of
electronics/electricity needed.

CRMWD is an equal
opportunity employer.
Benefits include health
insurance, retirement plans,
and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
are available at the Districtʼs
office, 400 E. 24TH Street,
Big Spring, Texas 79720 or
by calling (432) 267-6341.

Help Wanted

The Big Spring Herald is
currently hiring for a

sports writer.

The full-time position
includes coverage of high
school, local college, and

individual athletics.

The sports writer is
responsible for developing
relationships with coaches,

local athletes, and news
sources.

He/she will be required, at
times, to travel to cover local

teams.

Applicants must have
reliable transportation with

mileage reimbursement and
reside or be willing to

relocate in Howard County.

Send resumes to
Dustin Pope at

editor@bigspringherald.com.

Need Transport Driver for
fuel deliveries. Starting salary
$28.00 per hour, all full
medical, dental, vision & life
benefits paid, retirement plan,
vacation and sick leave. Must
have CDL, hazmat & good
driving record. Come by
1st & Johnson,
Parks Fuels/Chevron,
Big Spring,TX
(432) 263-0033

Help Wanted
Large RV Park in need of a
Maintenance Man.
20-30 hours per week, must
possess strong work ethic &
can do attitude, experience
working with electrical &
plumbing preferred.
Willingness to obtain
certification to pump propane
if not currently certified.
Valid drivers licence & clean
driving record record a must.
$15 - $20 per hour DOE.
Apply in Person at
1001 Hearn St.

Landscaping Help Needed
Please call 432-213-0031

WANTED: men and women
laborers to run equipment in
the plant and quarry
operations.

Competitive wages. No
experience needed. We will
train you.

Apply in person at
1400 Sherrod Road, Garden
City or call 432-354-2569.

Pizza Inn Now Hiring for
Cooks. $10/hour. Full/Part-
time available. Flexible
hours. Please apply in
person at 700 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING

STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

Starting 8/1
Sign on Bonus for:

Nurse I-III (RN) 5,000.00
Licensed Vocational Nurse
(I-III)--3,500.00
PNA 2500.00

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or

432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Pizza Inn is hiring for Phone
Pros. Must be available to
work day, night and
weekend shifts. $10/hr.
Apply in Person at
700 E. FM 700.

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2 Bedroom Houses for
Rent. References Required.
Central Air & Heat.
Call Richard 432-201-0539
Too nice to describe!
Spacious 2 bdrm, 1bath,
Sunroom, Carpet, Central Air.
Senior Discounts $750
432-263-1234

Services Offered

A&R Services!
Handyman &

Private Contractor

Hello Big Spring! We are
happy to provide these
services to the city.

This is just a few of many
things we can do:

• build decks and or replace
frames

• new plumbing

• window installation

• hauls of every size

• wood chopping tree cutting
and removal

• fencing

Give us a call if you need
someone to contract your
projects or if u are in need of
a handyman

CALL or TEXT for Pricing
432-606-0337

Visit our facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/gr
oups/388843982423362/?ref
=share

How to plan 
a safe New 
Year’s Eve 
night out 

   New Year’s Eve is a 
popular night to paint 
the town red. That 
popularity could sky-
rocket even further as 
the world says goodbye 
to 2021 and ushers in 
2022. 

   Many cities and 
millions of individuals 
toned down their New 
Year’s Eve shenani-
gans a year ago, as the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
made it hard to cele-
brate safely. But the 
rollout of three effective 
vaccines has beckoned 
revelers out of 
their homes, and 
that could make for an 
especially rowdy New 
Year’s Eve.

   Fun might be the top 
priority on New Year’s 
Eve, but safety must be 
in the mix as well. As 
individuals make plans 
for a night out this New 
Year’s Eve, it can help 
to keep these safety 
tips in mind.

   • Utilize a car service. 
Whether it’s a rideshar-
ing service like Uber, 
a taxi cab or even a 
private limousine for 
large parties, leave the 
New Year’s Eve driving 
to the professionals. 

   This ensures that no 
one will drive after 
having too much 
to drink. Even revelers 
who can control their 
alcohol consumption 
should avoid driving 
if they plan to drink. 
According to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, a 
person need not be 
legally impaired to 

experience impairment. 
Drivers with a blood 
alcohol concentration 
(BAC) of .08 are con-
sidered to be legally 
impaired. 

   But the NHTSA re-
ports that a BAC of .05 
can reduce coordina-
tion, lead to a reduced 
ability to track moving 
objects, make it difficult 
to steer, and produce 
a slower-than-normal 
response to emergency 
driving situations.

   • Go out for dinner 
first. Experts at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s 
McDonald Center for 
Student Well-Being 
note that having food, 
especially foods that 
are high in protein, in 
your stomach prior to 
consuming alcohol will 
help slow the process-
ing of that alcohol. 

   Someone who has 
not eaten will typically 
hit a peak BAC be-
tween 30 minutes and 
two hours of drinking. 

   But someone who 
has eaten will typi-
cally peak between 
one and six hours of 
drinking depending on 
the quantity of alcohol 
consumed.

   • Make a plan. Over-
consumption of alcohol 
is not the only potential 
danger lurking on New 
Year’s Eve. 

   Large crowds can 
make it easier for 
friends to become 
separated, especially if 
they plan to visit more 
than one establishment 
before or after the clock 
strikes 12. When going 
out with a group on 

New Year’s Eve, create 
an itinerary, complete 
with meet-up spots, for 
the entire night. 

   This ensures any-
one who gets lost can 
easily find his or her 
way back to the group. 
Individuals who are 
wandering alone on 
New Year’s Eve may 
be vulnerable to crimi-
nals who are looking to 
prey on people whose 

inhibitions have been 
lowered by alcohol and/
or the festive atmo-
sphere of the night.

   A rowdy New Year’s 
Eve may be on tap as 
the world ushers in 
2022. That likelihood 
only underscores the 
importance of empha-
sizing safety when 
going out this Decem-
ber 31.

Have Items You Want to Sell
Need Help Hiring New Employees
Want to Rent or Sell Your House

Why wait

Place your Ad TODAY!!!
Call: 432-263-7331

Email: classifieds@bigspringherald.com
In Person 710 Scurry

or Online @www.bigspringherald.com

?



PLUMBING

M-42884

G&M
Plumbing

Licensed
   & Insured

Randal Roach
           Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

Big Spring, TX 79721

11
72

7

CONCRETE
22

97
14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

CONCRETE

28
83

66

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya
432-894-0702

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING
Specializes in Trimming

 and Removal
Bonded and Insured

Herald Reader's Choice 2018
CALL Lupe

432-268-6406
432-213-1451
FREE ESTIMATE29

25
30

GENERAL SERVICES

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates

DeLeon's Services

Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470      email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

DIRT SERVICES

CHARLES RAY
DIRT

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
 Cliche Dirt

30
58

43

432-399-4380

CARPET MAINT.

30
58

44

- 24/7 Emergency Service
- Carpet Cleaning
- (432)-264-0133
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432-267-7378

2021

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
Caliche

Personal nutrition 
services offered:
• Diabetes
• Weight loss/gain
• Stomach issues
• Sports Nutrition
• Family & child nutrition
• Eating Disorders
• Meal planning
No referral needed.

Covered at 100% by 
most insurance plans.

306 W 3rd Street, Big Spring TX
432-517-4443 (Offi ce)
1-877-540-0101 (Fax)

Dietitian • Nutritionist 
• Diabetes Educator

SIMPLY GOOD 
NUTRITION LLC

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

Wellness

PLUMBING
Commercial & Residential

Installation & Repair
• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters

• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

Extremely Low Prices for EVERYDAY Advertising!!
Advertise In our Service Directory!

Wanting to get More Customers for your Small Business?? 
or Wanting to get the word out about the Work 

and Services your company offers??

MONTHLY
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

STARTING at 
$65.60

Phone: 432-263-7331
Email: classifieds@bigspringherald.com
In Person: 710 Scurry St.

CONTACT US TODAY!!
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How Do I Address the 
Racism in My 
Husband's Family?

      Dear Annie: I am 
in an interracial re-
lationship and am a 
stepparent to a 7-year-
old daughter. When 
COVID-19 came, my 
mother-in-law was 
without a job and in be-
tween places. We have 
only two bedrooms, 
one for us and one for 
my stepdaughter. 

   My mother-in-law had 
no place to go, so we 
offered her our couch. 
My husband, who 
was taking care of her 
financially, asked if it 
was OK for her to stay 
for a couple of weeks. 
Of course, that was no 
issue at all. 

   A couple of weeks 
turned into months. 
She constantly berated 
both of our parenting 
and undermined us all 
the time. Things came 
to a head, and my hus-
band could not handle 
her being here with us. 
It turned into a very 
heated argument that 
led to the police forcing 
her to leave. 

   During the argument, 

I was scratched in the 
face. While she was 
removing things from 
the home, she called 
me every racist name 
in the book and left 
me feeling like I was 
no good. I have done 
nothing but help this 
woman. I even tried to 
help her find a job. 

   My husband has had 
no contact with her 
since. My concern is 
that there is a 7-year-
old grandchild involved. 
My mother-in-law has 
not apologized to me, 
nor do I have any 
contact with her. I want 
to forgive her, but my 
heart will not let me. 
I don't want my step-
daughter to miss out on 
her grandma, but the 
things she said were 
so hurtful. Is there any 
way to move past this 
knowing what her true 
feelings are? -- Not So 
Black and White

      Dear Not So Black 
and White: I commend 
you for putting your 
stepdaughter first after 
such an attack. 

   Often, people with 
such bigotries are not 
malicious but igno-
rant, uneducated and 

small-minded. This is 
not an excuse. It mere-
ly shows that there is 
hope for her to change. 

   I would discuss the 
subject in-depth with 
your husband and 
come up with some 
clear, firm boundaries 
to present to his mother 
-- the first being that 
hatred, racism and vio-
lence are not welcome 
in your home. You will 
do your stepdaughter 
no favors by exposing 
her to those views. 

   After your mother-
in-law goes through 
therapy to address her 
violent, hateful out-
bursts -- assuming that 
she does -- you can 
discuss baby steps for 
bringing her back into 
your family's life. 

      Dear Annie: Your 
response to "My Heart 
Aches for Attention," 
who was upset at the 
lack of affection from 
their spouse, assumed 
that the writer was a 
wife with grievances 
about her husband. 
However, in the letter, 
there was no indication 
of the gender or role 
of either spouse, the 
writer or their significant 

other. I find it curious 
that you assumed that it 
was written in a female 
voice, when I believe 
such information was 
irrelevant and intention-
ally excluded. I wonder 
if you would have given 
different directives had 
you perceived the au-
thor as the husband or 
male? -- Wondering in 
Westminster

      Dear Wondering: 
You are absolutely 
correct, and I apologize 
for this assumption. 
There are indeed many 
husbands out there 
who crave intimacy 
and affection from their 
wives.

   My advice stands, 
however: If both spous-
es are not willing to put 
in the work, reconcilia-
tion is nearly impossi-
ble. 

"Ask Me Anything: A Year of 
Advice From Dear Annie" is out 
now! Annie Lane's debut book 
-- featuring favorite columns 

on love, friendship, family and 
etiquette -- is available as a pa-
perback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for 

more information. 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com.
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Capricorn Collective
   Forming a collective in 
Capricorn, Mercury, Venus 
and Pluto push powerfully 
through the final days of 
the year. Many will have 
astounding clarity about 
their path and purpose for 
2022. Instead of envision-
ing the prize, it’s the work 
itself we can see -- the 
practice hours necessary, 
the tenacity we’ll need. We 
can do hard things.  
   ARIES (March 21-April 
19). A loved one will be 
there to provide what you 
need when you need it. It’s 
moments like these that 
make you realize you’ve 
made some good choices 
about who belongs in your 
life. 
   TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). You see what you 
want, and you go for it. 
Things heat up quickly. The 
intensity fuels fast action. 
Parts of life that were lack-
ing color will get a shot of 
excitement and glamour.
   GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Anyone can see 
what’s going wrong. You 
have an excellent eye for 
what’s going right. Share 
your upbeat observations. 
Your optimism will have far-
reaching repercussions.  
   CANCER (June 22-July 
22). The prize should go to 
the one who most de-
serves it, but it won’t work 
that way. More likely, the 
prize will go to the one who 
thinks to ask for it. So be 
bold. Pose the question.
   LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A 
relationship improves. It’s 
like you’re coasting along 
together on good roads in 
fair weather. These easy, 
harmonious vibes just 
might be the new normal. 
   VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Research the people 
you would like to know. As 
you learn more about your 
heroes, you align yourself 
with them. You’ll find out 
that you’re already alike in 
more ways than you would 
have guessed.
   LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Just because you 
started out one way 
doesn’t mean you can’t 
start over with different 
rules. Consider changing 
the game or finding new 
terms for an agreement. 
   SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). You’re excellent at 
prioritizing. You make the 
important things sacred. 
Two things that don’t al-
ways fit nicely together will 
suddenly blend better, for 
instance work and leisure.
   SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Self-parenting 
will be necessary. Tell 
yourself that you can “play” 
after you’ve “finished your 
homework.” You’ll be ame-
nable to your own rules 
and requests. 
   CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Let your inward 
confidence show in your 
style of speaking. If you 
are too self-effacing, your 
credibility may be called 

into question. Talk with 
certainty and others will be 
certain of you as well.
   AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Your creativity 
and intelligence will stretch 
into new realms. You’ll ap-
ply what you learned in one 
area of life to a completely 
different subject with great 
success. 
   PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). You could use a men-
tor. Actually, one is not 
enough. Show people your 
ideas. You’ll love who’s 
receptive to your charm, 
who can spot your talent 
and show you your own 
rich potential. 
 
   TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Dec. 30). While there are 
some mighty influential and 
successful people around 
you, you wouldn’t dream 
of adopting anything less 
than a completely custom-
ized approach to life. You’ll 
make your own rules. “The 
more the merrier” will be 
a theme and you’ll attract 
a bustling scene. There’s 
money to be made in a 
crowd. Leo and Scorpio 
adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 9, 25, 31, 17 
and 44. 
 
   COSMIC QUESTION: 
“Hi Holiday. My birthday is 
4/27/1967. Why do I have 
such a hard time finding 
love? It seems like every 
relationship that I’ve been 
in never works out. I was 
with a Cancer (7/15/1970) 
recently and we had a lot 
in common as well as love 
for each other, but that 
relationship also failed. Do 
you see me finding love 
and being in a commit-
ted relationship any time 
soon?”
   By the logic you’ve laid 
out here, anyone who is 
not currently in a relation-
ship is a failure at relation-
ships. Words like “never” 
and “fail” may be too 
extreme to correctly serve 
the role of love in your life. 
Could you reframe your 
love life by looking at the 
considerable beauty, learn-
ing, pleasure and joy your 
many relationships have 
brought you? Love is a 
wonder. You are attractive 
and have magnetized fan-
tastic connections. Accept 
that as a win. Now you’re a 
winner at love. Committed 
relationships happen in a 
series of moments. When 
you make connections, you 
learn what works. Your love 
practice involves doing 
what works and staying in 
that love-winning attitude 
for as long as you can. 
With an attitude shift, you 
will have so much love in 
your life your heart won’t 
stop smiling. 
 
   CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
Ellie Goulding’s fourth 
studio album, “Brightest 
Blue,” is being heralded as 
a career best with bound-
ary-pushing tracks reflect-
ing the artistic maturity of 
this bright star. With natal 
sun, moon, Mercury and 
Neptune all in Capricorn, 
Goulding’s natural instinct 
is to push forward into 

ever-more challenging ter-
ritory. Artistic daring often 
centers around brave and 
soulful honesty.

 
Write Holiday Mathis at 

HolidayMathis.com.
COPYRIGHT 2021 

CREATORS.COM. 
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Today is Thursday, Dec. 30, 
the 364th day of 2021. There is 
one day left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 30, 1922, Vladimir 
Lenin proclaimed the establish-
ment of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, which last-
ed nearly seven decades before 
dissolving in December 1991.

On this date:

In 1813, British troops burned 
Buffalo, New York, during the 
War of 1812.

In 1853, the United States and 
Mexico signed a treaty under 
which the U.S. agreed to buy 
some 45,000 square miles of 
land from Mexico for $10 mil-
lion in a deal known as the 
Gadsden Purchase.

In 1860, 10 days after South 
Carolina seceded from the 
Union, the state militia seized 
the United States Arsenal in 

Charleston.

In 1903, about 600 people 
died when fire broke out at 
the recently opened Iroquois 
Theater in Chicago.

In 1954, Olympic gold medal 
runner Malvin G. Whitfield 
became the first Black recipient 
of the James E. Sullivan Award 
for amateur athletes.

In 1972, the United States 
halted its heavy bombing of 
North Vietnam.

In 1994, a gunman walked 
into a pair of suburban Boston 
abortion clinics and opened 
fire, killing two employees. 
(John C. Salvi III was later 
convicted of murder; he died in 
prison, an apparent suicide.)

In 1999, former Beatle George 
Harrison fought off a knife-
wielding intruder who’d bro-
ken into his mansion west of 
London and stabbed him in the 
chest. (The attacker was later 

acquitted of attempted murder 
by reason of insanity.)

In 2004, a fire broke out dur-
ing a rock concert at a nightclub 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
killing 194 people. Bandleader 
and clarinetist Artie Shaw died 
in Thousand Oaks, California, 
at age 94.

In 2006, a state funeral ser-
vice was held in the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda for former President 
Gerald R. Ford.

In 2009, seven CIA employees 
and a Jordanian intelligence 
officer were killed by a suicide 
bomber at a U.S. base in Khost 
(hohst), Afghanistan.

In 2015, Bill Cosby was 
charged with drugging and 
sexually assaulting a woman 
at his suburban Philadelphia 
home in 2004; it was the first 
criminal case brought against 
the comedian out of the torrent 
of allegations that destroyed his 
good-guy image as “America’s 
Dad.” (Cosby’s first trial ended 
in a mistrial after jurors dead-
locked; he was convicted on 

three charges at his retrial in 
April 2018 and was sentenced 
to three to 10 years in prison, 
but the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court overturned the conviction 
in June 2021 and Cosby went 
free.)

Ten years ago: North Korea 
warned the world there would 
be no softening of its position 
toward South Korea’s govern-
ment following Kim Jong Il’s 
death as Pyongyang strength-
ened his son and heir’s author-
ity with a new title: “Great 
Leader.”

Five years ago: Two luxury 
retreats in New York and 
Maryland where Russian dip-
lomats had gone for decades 
to play tennis, sail and swim 
were shut down by the Obama 
administration in retaliation for 
Moscow’s cyber-meddling in 
the presidential election.

One year ago: Republican 
Sen. Josh Hawley of Missouri 
said he would raise objections 
when Congress met to affirm 
President-elect Joe Biden’s vic-
tory, forcing House and Senate 

votes. President Donald Trump 
asked the Supreme Court to 
overturn his election loss in 
Wisconsin; it was his second 
unsuccessful appeal in as many 
days to the high court over the 
result in the battleground state. 
Jonathan Pollard, who spent 30 
years in U.S. prison for spying 
for Israel, arrived in Israel with 
his wife, kissing the ground as 
he disembarked from the air-
craft. Dawn Wells, who played 
the wholesome Mary Ann on 
the 1960s sitcom “Gilligan’s 
Island,” died in Los Angeles at 
age 82 from what her publicist 
said were causes related to 
COVID-19. Samuel Little, who 
authorities said was the most 
prolific serial killer in U.S. his-
tory with nearly 60 confirmed 
victims, died at the age of 80 in 
California, where he was serv-
ing a life sentence.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Russ Tamblyn is 87. Baseball 
Hall of Famer Sandy Koufax 
is 86. Folk singer Noel Paul 
Stookey is 84. TV director 
James Burrows is 81. Actor 
Fred Ward is 79. Actor Concetta 
Tomei (toh-MAY’) is 76. Singer 

Patti Smith is 75. Rock singer-
musician Jeff Lynne is 74. TV 
personality Meredith Vieira is 
68. Actor Sheryl Lee Ralph is 
66. Actor Patricia Kalember 
is 65. Country singer Suzy 
Bogguss is 65. Actor-comedian 
Tracey Ullman is 62. Radio-TV 
commentator Sean Hannity is 
60. Sprinter Ben Johnson is 
60. Former Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo is 58. Actor 
George Newbern is 58. Movie 
director Bennett Miller is 55. 
Singer Jay Kay (Jamiroquai) 
is 52. Rock musician Byron 
McMackin (Pennywise) is 52. 
Actor Meredith Monroe is 52. 
Actor Daniel Sunjata is 50. 
Actor Maureen Flannigan is 
49. Actor Jason Behr is 48. 
Golfer Tiger Woods is 46. TV 
personality-boxer Laila Ali is 
44. Actor Lucy Punch is 44. 
Singer-actor Tyrese Gibson 
is 43. Actor Eliza Dushku is 
41. Rock musician Tim Lopez 
(Plain White T’s) is 41. Actor 
Kristin Kreuk is 39. Folk-rock 
singer-musician Wesley Schultz 
(The Lumineers) is 39. NBA 
star LeBron James is 37. R&B 
singer Andra Day is 37. Actor 
Anna Wood is 36. 
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