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Peak flu season is right around the corner. 
Vaccinate today, and make sure 
you’re protected.

Call today to schedule your Flu Vaccine!
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Big Spring EDC Annual Report 
delivered to City Council

By MARK WILLIS
BSEDC

The Big Spring Economic Devel-
opment Corporation 
(BSEDC) presented its 
annual report to the City 
Council on Sept. 28, but 
that likely doesn’t reach 
as many of the people 
the organization serves 
as it should.  So, this 
month I will attempt to 
summarize that report 
for anyone interested.

This past fiscal year wasn’t great for 
anyone and was especially challeng-
ing for people attempting to expand 
business opportunities, especially 
in this region of Texas with the com-

bination of a national Covid driven 
recession and a depressed energy sec-
tor. Opportunities were few and far be-

tween, yet several 
good projects are 
coming to fruition. 
And with a more 
positive economic 
future predicted the 
City and BSEDC has 
put itself in a better 
position to compete 
for projects going 
forward.

Projects that began before, sometimes 
decades before, the current business 
year that were finished this past year 
will serve Big Spring well for years 
to come.  The Highway 87 Reliever 

Route opened after a thirty-year local 
push and is another step to realizing a 
north-south “Ports to Plains” interstate 
through the City.  Two City roads to 
access that route were also completed, 
funded largely by a $6 million invest-
ment by the BSEDC, will help the City 
get the full business benefit of the Re-
liever Route by providing access to 
thousands of acres for future develop-
ment.

Beyond those roads the City, BSEDC 
and the Permian Basin Regional Plan-
ning Commission teamed up to apply 
for a $5 million federal grant that would 
allow the City (the City agreed to a $1.3 
million match for the grant) to fully 
serve over 

See EDC, page 3

County tables fire alarm 
maintenance, tax software items

HC Big Spring roof work to start early 
Nov.; SWCD work nears completion

Upcoming Events

October is National 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, 

Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month

Share your trunk 
or treat location 

information with us to 
be featured the week 
prior to Halloween. 
E-mail to editor@

bigspringherald.com, 
stop by or call the Big 

Spring Herald. 

Woodcarvers Show
Casey’s Campers
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

A western-style 
Senior Citizens Dance 
will be held at 7 p.m. 
Oct. 29 at the Dora 
Roberts Community 

Center
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By ROGER CLINE
Herald Staff Writer

Howard County Commissioners tabled two items – one re-
garding maintenance on the fire alarm system at the Howard 
County Courthouse, and the other on a license and service 
agreement with Harris Govern for Howard County's Tax 
Assessor/Collector – during its meeting Monday afternoon.

Following the invocation and pledge at the start of the 
meeting, Nick Westgate of Gravity Oilfield Services ad-
dressed the commissioners.

“We are building a new water line in the northwest part 
of the county, and when we were running title, we found a 
right-of-way for a road easement that looks like it was never 
built,” Westgate said. “According to the easement, the only 
way it can be reverted back to the landowner is through a 
Commissioners' Court order.”

Judge Kathryn Wiseman told Westgate that the company 
would need to submit the item in advance to have it placed 
on a Commissioners' agenda, and directed him to speak 
with County Road Commissioner Brian Klinksiek and Pre-

cinct 1 Commissioner Eddilisa Ray about the issue.
Commissioners discussed maintenance for the County 

Courthouse's aging fire alarm system, and decided to table 
the issue for more research, and revisit it at the next meet-
ing. Additionally, Commissioner Craig Bailey (Precinct 2) 
suggested looking into adding a carbon monoxide detector 
to the alarm system.

Howard County Tax Assessor/Collector Tiffany Sayles ad-
dressed the court regarding updating the county's tax soft-
ware through the Allen, Texas, based Harris Govern com-
pany.

“The CAD (County Appraisal District) office has recently 
approved a software change, so in order to streamline it, my 
office will need to update with them,” she said. “This is the 
agreement for the tax side of this new software,” Sayles said. 
“We are having a lot if issues with (the current software). So 
the CAD has chosen to go with this Harris software. It's also 
streamlined appraising on their side, and from what I've 
heard talking to a few people on, it's also a lot more 

See COUNTY, Page 3

By ROGER CLINE
Herald Staff Writer

During the Howard College Junior 
College District board of trustees meet-
ing Monday, Executive Dean Terry 
Hansen told board members that roof 
work on the SouthWest 
College for the Deaf cam-
pus buildings is nearing 
completion, and work 
on Howard College's Big 
Spring campus roofs will 
begin about the start of 
November.

The board met about 
12:30 p.m. Monday.

“We did the substantial 
completion inspection 
at SWCD this morning,” 
Hansen said. “There were just a mini-
mal handful of really minor punchlist 
items. A little bit of caulking here, and 
just one little edge they needed to work 
on. Just a few little odds and ends like 
that.”

Hansen said the warranty on the new 
roof was due to begin Monday, as the 
inspection marked the substantial com-
pletion of the project. The punchlist re-
pairs are expected to be complete by the 
end of this week, he added.

“Then, everything at 
SWCD will be completely 
finished, and then the 
focus, and all the work 
that's been going on until 
that point, will be here at 
Howard,” he said, adding 
that he expected the work 
at Howard College should 
take about four months.

During the meeting, the 
College Board approved a 
Routine Matters agenda, 

including approval of minutes of its 
Sept. 27 meeting, a checklist for Sept. 
2021, monthly reports of auxiliary ser-
vices, personnel matters and an inter-
nal audit report.

Howard College President Dr. Cheryl 
Sparks presented a COVID-19 response 

status update.
“As we all know the Delta surge has 

seemed to subside, and we've definitely 
seen a decrease in the number of con-
firmations and active cases in our area, 
and obviously, recoveries,” Dr. Sparks 
said.

Sparks announced that work contin-
ues on legislative outreach and deter-
mining legitimate uses for the CARES 
Act funding.

“We've had 1,226 students, as of Oct. 
24, that have been given some kind of 
award, so that's something we can con-
tinue to do according to the state rules 
relative to students,” she said.

Sparks said the college is working 
with local school districts on issues re-
lated to the academic calendar.

In other business, Sparks presented 
the annual Small Class Report. 

“We do this both in the spring and the 
fall,” she said. “There are many rea-
sons we have small classes, and we

See HC, Page 3



Sally Belle Cowper Sheppard 
Mandell

Sally Belle Cowper Sheppard Man-
dell, devoted wife, mother and grand-
mother died Oct. 16, 2021, from com-
plications of Covid pneumonia.  She 
was born in Big Spring, Texas, the 
first of four children of Roscoe Ben-
nett Gray Cowper M.D., and Mary 
Joy Odam Cowper. She was an honor 
student at Big Spring High School, 
elected to several class officer posi-

tions and to Who’s Who on Campus.  In 1954, she at-
tended the YMCA World Centennial Conference in 
Paris, France.  In 1960, she earned a BA degree from 
the University of Texas at Austin, where she was 
admitted to the Plan II honors program and pledged 
Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority.  On campus she 
served on the Student Union Leadership Commit-
tee, participated in “Y” activities, and was invited 
to join the Orange Jackets honor society.  She was 
a founder of the informal (and enduring) organiza-
tion for campus women, the Bored Martyrs.   

In 1961, Sally married Rodney Sheppard, also orig-
inally from Big Spring and a graduate of UT.  While 
he served in active military duty, Sally taught GED 
classes for non-commissioned officers.  While Mr 
Sheppard attended UT Law School, she was the Fos-
ter Home Worker in the first Travis County Child 
Welfare Unit.  Later she served as Chairman of the 
Child Welfare board.  During these years, she also 
served as President of the Kappa alumnae organiza-
tion and was active in the Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church and the Austin Junior League. 

Divorced in 1973, Sally moved with her three chil-
dren to Paris, Texas, in order to manage her fam-
ily’s ranch in Red River County.  She took agricul-
ture classes at Paris Junior College, mastered the 
ranching business and became a certified Brangus 
cattle inspector.  Her ranching experience led to 
her avid interest in the commodities market.  She 
became a licensed Commodity and Stock Broker, 
eventually running her own firm clearing trades 
through Rosenthal Collins in Chicago and South-
west Securities in Dallas.  

In 2003, Sally moved back to Austin, re-joining 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, where she met 
and married Humboldt Casad Mandell, PhD. To-
gether they were active in church activities and 
University of Texas events. Sally served as presi-
dent of St. Anne’s Guild of Good Shepherd and as 
a volunteer for Faith in Action (Drive a Senior).  
She and Hum enjoyed the University of Texas Fo-
rum group, the Chancellor’s council, and Texas 
Exes Flying Longhorn trips. She supported Junior 
League projects, Kappa Kappa Gamma philanthro-
pies, the Paralyzed Veterans’ fundraising, and the 
Dress for Success program.

As a girl growing up in territory home to the na-
tive Comanche tribe, Sally collected hundreds of 
arrowheads and fossils, beginning her lifelong ap-
preciation of artifacts, cultural objects, and natural 
history.  With the advent of the iPhone, Sally be-
came an enthusiastic photographer, sharing her 
creativity with friends and family.  She will be re-
membered for her fearlessness and grit in taking on 
new challenges; her high kicks of celebration and 
infectious joie de vivre; her love of art and travel 
and delight in sharing new discoveries; and her 
exquisite style and natural talent for entertaining. 
Museum guards will remember her as the lady who 
got too close to the paintings. 

Sally Sheppard Mandell was preceded in death 
by her father, Roscoe Bennett Gray Cowper, her 
mother, Mary Joy Odam Cowper, and her beloved 
son, Judson Cowper Sheppard. She is survived by 
her husband, Humboldt Casad Mandell, Jr., PhD; 
daughters Joy Celeste Sheppard, MD and Lau-
ren Sheppard (and husband David Wolfson); and 
grandsons Caleb Judson Sheppard Wolfson and 
Toby Beckett Sheppard Wolfson. Other survivors 
include her sisters Jane Cowper Henson (and hus-
band Bart) of Houston, Brenda Cowper Smith (and 
husband Bruce) of New Braunfels; and brother RBG 
(Bennett) Cowper, Jr. of Dallas.

Funeral arrangements are through Weed-Corley-
Fish Funeral Home in Austin.  Services are planned 
at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Austin on 
October 30, 2021.  In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that you consider a tax-deductible contribution to 
the nonprofit Tiny Hearts Project (tinyheartspro-
ject.org), or the charity of your choice.  

Paid Obituary

Angela Michelle Wrinkle
Michelle Wrinkle passed away Oct. 

18, 2021. She leaves behind numerous 
loving family members, friends, and 
pets. Michelle created special memo-
ries and bonds with all who were 
blessed to meet her. She will be dear-
ly missed and forever remembered.

Michelle graduated from Big 
Spring High School in 1982. Most of 
her younger years were spent in Big 

Spring. After living briefly in Houston, she moved 
to Midland, Texas, where she resided until 2019. 
She ultimately moved to Marble Falls, Texas, her 
home from 2019-2021.

Most of Michelle’s working years as an adult 
were in the entertainment industry, serving in 
various clubs and restaurants in Midland and in 
Marble Falls. Michelle was an incredibly popular 
and jovial employee who made lifelong friends of 
both colleagues and customers. 

Her passions and interests were highlighted by 
spending time with family and friends. Michelle 
loved holidays and birthdays and went out of her 
way in terms of giving to others. Only her love of 
her pets could match her love of family, and pets 
truly were always part of her family.

Other interests included music, movies, televi-

sion series, and shopping, particularly for home 
goods. Her houses were never short of the “crea-
ture comforts”.

Michelle was preceded in death by her mother 
Lenore Jean Wrinkle and by her father Sammy 
Rea Wrinkle and is survived by her brother Kirk 
Wrinkle and his wife Jodi of Austin, Texas, brother 
Kim Wrinkle of Silverton, Colorado, nephew Rea 
Wrinkle, his wife Amber, and their children Pay-
ton, Zane, and Ella, all of Orange, Texas, nephew 
Brooks Wrinkle, his children Sierra and Evie, and 
his wife Dana and her son James Campbell, all of 
San Angelo, Texas, niece Lindsey Wrinkle, her 
husband Eric Dodson, and their young son Lane, 
all of Georgetown, Texas, and niece Kendall Eckel 
and her husband Matt of The Colony, Texas.

Memorial services include a visitation on Friday, 
October 29, from 6 - 8 p.m. and the funeral service 
on Saturday, Oct. 30 at 11 a.m. Both services will be 
held at Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home, 3800 
N Big Spring Street in Midland.

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a dona-
tion in Michelle’s memory to Living Grace Canine 
Ranch, www.livinggracecanineranch.org

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory in Mid-
land.  Online condolences may be made at www.
npwelch.com.  

Paid Obituary
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Where All of West Texas Comes to SAVE on Furniture & Appliances! 
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MATTRESS SPECIALS
Firm
Twin Set ................................................$247
Full Set .................................................$277
Queen Set ............................................$297

Sensation Euro Top
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Queen Set ............................................$397
King Set ................................................$597

Stimulus Plush
Twin Set ................................................$397
Full Set .................................................$477
Queen Set ............................................$497
King Set ................................................$747

MATTRESS SPECIALS
WOW - Pedic  Firm 
Twin Set .................................................... $547
Full Set ..................................................... $597
Queen Set ................................................ $697
King Set .................................................... $997

WOW - Pedic  Plush
Twin Set .................................................... $647
Full Set ..................................................... $697
Queen Set ................................................ $797
King Set ................................................. $1,097

WOW - Pedic Euro Top
Twin Set .................................................... $697
Full Set ..................................................... $797
Queen Set ................................................ $897
King Set ................................................. $1,197

Memory Foam
Queen Set ................................................ $547
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Armando 
Hernandez Delgado

Armando Hernandez Delgado, 84, 
passed away peacefully in his wife’s 
arms after waging a courageous 
battle with heart disease and suc-
cumbed on Oct. 21, 2021. Visitation 
will be 9 a.m.  until 9 p.m. with vigil 
service at 7 p.m. Wednesday at My-
ers & Smith Chapel. Funeral Mass 
will be 10 a.m. Thursday at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church with burial 

at Mt. Olive 
Armando was born to Juan Pedro and Esperan-

za Delgado on Dec. 1, 1936, in Canatlan, Durango, 
Mexico.

He made his path from Mexico as part of the 
Bracero Program in 1954 at the age of 18. He tra-
versed the states and finally planted roots in Big 
Spring, Texas, and worked for Big Spring ISD for 
25 years.

Armando’s greatest pride came from his family 
that he loved above all else, he had such a passion 
for animals and trees. He was a man of simple 
pleasures who loved nothing more than to make 
a friend by conversing about his past experiences 
that he went through in his youth to create his 
family empire.

Armando is survived by his loving faithful wife 
of 58 years of marriage, Josefina Delgado and his 
children, Armando Jr. Delgado( Catherine),  Ru-
bicelly Rabon (Reo), Juan Pedro Delgado (Yvette), 
Fernando Delgado (Irma), Lenin Tisdale, Jessie 
Delgado, Lenny Byrd (Chris), Luciano Delgado, 
Rolando Delgado, Robyn Lopez (Joe), Felipe Del-
gado (Inez); 27 grandchildren, and 10 great-grand-
children.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com

Paid Obituary

Find us on the web at 
www.bigspringherald.com

TUESDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• A six-week course in Wellness and Quality of 
Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring Creek 
Fellowship at the Spring Town Plaza, 1801 E. FM 
700. There is no charge for the course, and a work-
book will be provided. Contact Steve Purdy at 432-
517-4840 for more information.
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Howard County Feed & Supply
Get yours today at

To endure the hardship of winter, plants need to be healthy. 
To build stem strength, disease resistance and winter 
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 & beyond.
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400 of those acres with water, sewer and broad-
band infrastructure that will allow Big Spring to 
become a real competitor for projects requiring 
shovel ready sites, and that is most of them. Beyond 
that the BSEDC led efforts to get preliminary agree-
ments in place with the landowners along the new 
infrastructure easements to leverage the potential 
to everyone’s advantage. As time goes by, the new 
investment in that area will help fund further addi-
tional infrastructure investments, expanding that 
service area, that could provide new economic op-
portunity for decades.

Just the potential of the City receiving and de-
ploying this grant is already drawing business in-
terest. In the past month BSEDC staff has been in 
contact with six potential businesses interested in 
West-Texas projects and three of those have made 
preliminary land purchase inquiries. 

In the more immediate timeframe, the BSEDC 
invested $100,000 to support of the Howard County 
Community Healthcare Center expansion now un-
der construction and initiated the ongoing develop-
ment of a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) 
in the downtown area, that will allow the town to 
leverage the new business development in that zone 
to support the ongoing renaissance there without 
dipping into existing revenue streams. 

The BSEDC also spearheaded the 380-develop-
ment agreement signed by the City that helped se-
cure a +$4 million redevelopment investment in the 

Spring Town Plaza (mall) by new ownership. Invest-
ment that is already reviving the mall (look for new 
openings in October). While this did not involve di-
rect investment by the BSEDC (the organization’s 
funds are limited to investments that create “base 
jobs”), it is also BSEDC staff’s responsibility to pro-
vide the City with expertise in application of other 
economic development tools available, cost-benefit 
analysis associated with City assistance provided 
and general support. And while the EDC can’t offer 
incentives to individual retailers, it often aid them 
in finding suitable locations.

Additionally, within that support role the BSEDC 
contracts with Leading EDG to provide support 
services to small businesses and those considering 
opening a new business 
in Howard County.  To-
day there are 16 clients 
taking advantage of this 
service.

With the economy 
opening up BSEDC staff 
members are beginning 
to travel again to recruit 
businesses and generally 
sell the benefits of a Big 
Spring location.  Hope-
fully, especially with a 
favorable grant applica-
tion outcome, the next 
fiscal year will be out-
standing.

Billy Mcintosh, 23, 
died Monday. Funeral 
service 11 AM Tuesday 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel with burial at 
Trinity Memorial 
Park.

Chester Faught, 93, 
died Saturday. 
Memorial Service 
Wednesday October 27 
at 10 AM at Mt. Olive 
Chapel. 

Delores Cantu, 71, 
died Tuesday. 
Visitation 9 AM until 9 
PM with a Prayer ser-
vice at 7 PM Tuesday 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral 
Service 10 AM 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with 
burial at Ackerly 
Cemetery.

Armando Delgado, 
85, died Thursday. 
Visitation 9 AM until 9 
PM with vigil service 
at 7 PM Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel. 
Funeral Mass 10 AM 
Thursday at Holy 
Trinity Catholic 

Church with burial at 
Mt. Olive 

Nativadad Ceballos, 
41, died Tuesday. 
Funeral service 10 AM 
Friday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with 
burial at Mt. Olive.  

Emma Lewis, 68, 
died Saturday. 
Memorial service will 
be 2 PM Friday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.

Connie Alvarado, 63, 
died Thursday. Vigil 
service at 7 PM Friday 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral Mass 
at 10 AM Saturday at 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church with burial at 
Coahoma Cemetery. 

Antonia “Toni” 
Bustamante, 58, died 
Friday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

Daniel Ramirez, 63, 
died Saturday. 
Services are pending 
at Myers & smith 
Funeral Home

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288
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streamlined on our side as well 
when it comes to reports, getting 
information, things like that.”

The county voted to table the 
issue for more research.

Commissioners voted unani-
mously to approve giving the 
surface estate portion of the Her-
itage Museum of Big Spring to 
the museum itself. The donation 
comes with a stipulation, that 
the land always be used for civic 
uses. The county retained the 
mineral rights to the property.

County Treasurer Sharon Ad-
ams presented personnel consid-
erations, as well as her monthly 
report and quarterly report, all 
of which the commissioners ap-
proved unanimously.

Adams also presented a refund 
of $9,795.55 to the commission-
ers from the Texas Association 
of Counties unemployment fund, 
which was also unanimously ac-
cepted.

County Auditor Jackie Olson 
called for a public hearing on 
the proposed voluntary dissolu-
tion of the Howard County Water 

Control and Improvement Dis-
trict No. 1, a group whose pur-
pose was to serve as an interme-
diary to broker water from Big 
Spring to Coahoma. No members 
of the public chose to address the 
commissioners during the hear-
ing. The commissioners unani-
mously voted to approve the 
dissolution, which must be con-
firmed by a public election.

Olson also presented invoic-
es, purchase requests, and the 
September financial report, all 
of which were approved unani-
mously.

Road Engineer Brian Klinks-
iek reported that the Road and 
Bridge Department continues to 
work to repair the Beals Creek 
Bridge and to clean ditches along 
CR 24. 

Klinksiek also requested 
awarding two out of three bids 
on road maintenance materials, 
and to reject a third, returning it 
for a rebid. 

The two approved bids were for 
limestone rock asphalt, to Vul-
can Materials Co. of Abilene; and 
for road flex base material, to 
Howard County's Tubb Quarry.

The third bid process – for 
roadway emulsion – was rejected 

because Klinksiek inadvertently 
ordered the wrong material.

“I'm asking y'all not to award 
this one and give me permission 
to rebid it,” Klinksiek said. “It 
turns out somehow I had a wire 
crossed on this product, and the 
product that we need is not the 
one that we bid, and we don't 
want to clog up our patch truck 
with the wrong product.”

Commissioners unanimously 
approved allowing Klinksiek to 
re-request bids for the emulsion.

Klinksiek also requested, and 
the commissioners unanimously 
approved, speed limit increases 
on CenterPoint Road and on 
County Road 34, each to 65 miles 
per hour.

County Clerk Brent Zitterkopf 
presented a project to the com-
missioners whose purpose is to 
preserve the county's written re-
cords.

“This is a project that we are 
required by law to do,” Zitter-
kopf said, noting that some of the 
county's records date back to the 
1880s. 

The commissioners unani-
mously approved pursuing the 
preservation project further.

HC
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bring to you the justification for each of those so 
you can know what those are about.”

The board also approved the annual Security and 
Fire Reports for Howard College and SWCD.

Leading off the Monitoring portion of the board's 
agenda, Chief Business Officer Steve Smith gave 
an overview of the college's purchasing process.

Every year we try to give you some kind of just 
a short overview of what we do in the way of pur-
chasing, so that when you're looking at the check-
list, you know the processes that have gone on be-
hind that,” Dr. Sparks said. “Then also, whenever 
we bring something to you for you to approve, you 
know what the processes are. So I've asked Steve to 
give you your annual review.”

Smith gave the board a brief explanation of the 
processes involved with purchasing.

“At the very, very basic level, employees use the 
requisition system. It was acquired as a part of the 
new student information system. As y'all know, 

we're still working on getting the student informa-
tion system, but what we do have is the accounting, 
and human resources, and purchasing system in 
place,” he said. “So employees enter a requisition, 
and it goes to a hierarchical system for approval.”

Smith went on to further explain the system and 
give examples of how requisitioning purchases is 
done, approved, and completed.

The board formally accepted the resignation of 
one faculty member, Billy McMahon, an instructor 
at Howard College's GEO Group prison extension.

The board also heard a report on the college's 
contract with GEO, which will conclude at the end 
of October. 

“We've been with them for several years, pro-
viding their instructional delivery. That is not 
contact, that is just instructional programming,” 
Dr. Sparks said. “We have had several months to 
be able to work on that, as far as the displacement 
of faculty, and we have been working with the FCI 
(Federal Correctional Institution). It's been kind 
of interesting. We've had several individuals that 
have retired. We've had individuals that have gone 
to the FCI and we've seen it as an opportunity to 

transition some individuals to the FCI. And a few 
of our individuals have already relocated to the Big 
Spring campus.”

The board voted to cast the college's 561 votes to 
elect its lone nominee, Board Member Mark Barr, 
to the Howard County Appraisal District board of 
directors. At the board's last meeting, it nominat-
ed Barr for the position. Dr. Sparks said 834 votes 
are required to guarantee a spot on the five-person 
board, but the five elected from the six nominees, 
will be seated on the board.

At the end of the meeting, Dr. Sparks announced 
that representatives from the college will be meet-
ing with the Big Spring Area Community Founda-
tion on Thursday; Texas Representative Drew Dra-
by will hold a Town Hall meeting at 1:30 p.m. Nov. 8 
in the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum's East Room, and 
that the next Howard College Board Meeting will 
be Nov. 15. 

Sparks also praised Director of Institutional Ad-
vancement Julie Bailey, and Director of Informa-
tion and Marketing Cindy Smith, for their work on 
the college's 75th Anniversary celebration in Sep-
tember.

• Woodcarvers Annual Show will be 
taking place Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. The commu-
nity is invited to attend the show and 
help support the woodcarvers. There 
will be an opportunity to take home a 
lighted Christmas Tree with 100 wood 
carved ornaments.

• Community Outreach will be tak-
ing place at First Assembly of God 
Living Waters, on Oct. 30 at 11 a.m. 
There will be candy, games, free food 
and fellowship. First Assembly is lo-

cated at 310 W. 4th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas. Donations are welcome. 

• Senior Citizens Dances are held 
every other Friday at 7 p.m. at the 
Dora Roberts Community Center. 
The next dance is Oct. 29. Music will 
be Western style. Entry fee is $5 and 
includes a snack. For more informa-
tion contact Cotton Mize at 270-5060.

• The Big Spring Art Association 
is looking for community businesses 
to display pieces of their artwork. In 
an effort to build awareness for the 

importance of the arts and highlight 
local talent, the Big Spring Art Asso-
ciation displays different art pieces 
across the community. If you would 
like a piece of art work displayed 
in your business lobby contact any 
member of the Big Spring Art Asso-
ciation. 

• City of Big Spring offices remain 
open by appointment and electronic 
means only. These offices include: 
City Hall (432-264-2401); Finance De-
partment (432-264-2513); Public Works 

Department (432-264-2501); Human 
Resources Department (432-264-2346); 
Code Enforcement/Permits (432-264-
2504); Water Utilities (432-264-2392); 
Community Services Office; Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau (432-263-
8235); facilities (432-264-2322); Ceme-
tery (432-264-2323); Police Department 
(432-264-2550); Fire Department (432-
264-2304); Municipal Court (432-264-
2530). Citizens who have an appoint-
ment in a City office will be asked to 
wear a face covering and present val-
id identification upon arrival. 
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Meat Processing
We offer custom slaughter & processing services as 
well as wild game processing for deer, wild pig, elk, 
red stag and more. Visit us today for more details or 

appointment times.

Market
Always serving fresh meats and produce.

• Pork
• Beef
• Chicken

• Deli Meats & Cheeses
• Cookout Packs & Seasonings
• Freezer Packs & Much More!

Sam’s Package Store
Enjoy the fall evenings with the perfect drink supplies & 

accessories to keep you satisfied!
•	 Beer
•	 Wine
•	 Liquor

•	 Mixers
•	 Bottle	Openers
•	 Pour	Spouts

•	 Shot	Glasses	
And	Much	
More!

(432) 263-7398 
2409 S. Gregg St.

31
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Let’s get social!
@delekhope

The Delek Fund for Hope

Its Time!! The World Series is finally here! The 
Houston Astros will take on the Atlanta Braves

By DUSTIN POPE
Herald Sports Writer

It’s definitely here, baseball fans. It’s time for the 
World Series! This year we have what should be a 
pretty good matchup. It will be the Houston Astros 
taking on the Atlanta Braves 
for World Series glory. It has 
been a compelling adventure 
for both teams to get to this 
point. While this may have 
been a popular pick as the 
eventual World Series match-
up at the first of the season, 
the Braves struggled early 
on, and to be honest, when the 
trade deadline rolled around 
in late July, I had written this 
team off. They had just lost 
their best player in Ronald 
Acuna Jr. for the season, and 
they just looked like a team 
heading in the wrong direc-
tion. But they corrected those 
issues and got hot at the right 
time, and here they are. On 
the flip side, the Astros have 
been pretty good all year long. They have a potent 
offense and were one favorite to be here all season 
long. So let us see if we can dig into this series and 
see what we think may happen.

First off, let’s dig a little more into how both 
teams got here by looking at their playoff runs. The 
Astros got to the Series on the back of this high-
powered lineup. Houston has scored 67 runs in 
their ten playoff games. They had six of their seven 
playoff wins by at least five runs. One key has been 
their approach at the plate when having two outs. 
They have 45 of those 67 runs with two outs. That 
tells me their approach at the plate has been spot 
on. That should come as no surprise as they loaded 
this team with all-star veteran players who know 
how to work an at-bat. It is also an estimate of how 
little this team strikes out; earlier, every batter in 

the lineup has a great approach and knows what 
a professional at-bat is all about. The Braves got 
here by just knocking out the defending champion 
Dodgers in the National League Championship Se-
ries. The 88 wins they had on the season were the 
least of any team in the playoffs. This will be the 

first World Series that does not have a 100 win team 
since 2015 when the Kansas City Royals defeated 
the New York Mets four games to one. The Braves 
have been a role since early August and rode that 
good to play into the playoffs. 

It’s no secret that the Houston Astros are kind of 
like the outlaws of baseball, and it will take some 
time to repair that image. Instead of redemption, 
this team will look to make history. The Astros are 
just the third team in baseball history to reach their 
league championship series for five years in a row. 
They are also appearing in their third World Series 
in five years, cementing that this is one of the best 
runs by a team of all time. Carlos Correa, Jose Al-
tuve, Alex Bregman, and Yuli Gurriel are the core 
four players who have been along for this wild ride. 
Altuve has won an MVP award, Altuve and Gurriel 
have both won batting titles. Alex Bregman has 

finished second in the MVP voting. With Correa 
heading off into free agency, these could be their 
last games together. One last opportunity to secure 
their place in the game's history. 

The Braves have the opportunity to erase play-
off failure. Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine, and John 

Smoltz helped the Braves win 
their only World Series title in 
1995. Since that time, the Braves 
have made 16 different appear-
ances in the postseason without 
a championship to show for it. 
This includes 12 appearances 
since their last world series ap-
pearance in 1999. This is not 
one of the three best Atlanta 
teams during that stretch by any 
means, but then they have been 
on a roll and have been play-
ing great baseball at the correct 
times. The Braves did not have a 
winning record until Aug 6; since 
that time, including the playoffs, 
they are 40-21. This caused them 
to be just the fourth tear to have 
ever reached the World Series 

despite losing at the All-Star break. Their 88 wins 
do not look impressive by any means, but in the 
playoffs, they have knocked out the 95 win Brewers 
and the defending champs, the 106 win Dodgers. So 
this team is playing hot baseball right at the time 
you need them to be. 

This should be a very entertaining series of base-
ball to watch. Both teams have great high-powered 
offensives that can put up runs quickly. Both have 
some decent pitching. So what we have in store for 
baseball fans is just plain and simple good baseball 
to watch. Now, who am I predicting? Well, I think 
this is a close matchup. But I will take the Braves 
to edge out the Astros, winning this series 3-2. Sor-
ry Astros fans, I’m not always right; guys, ask my 
wife. So I could defiantly be way off here, just going 
with my gut feeling.

Harrison, now a mother of 2, fights for $1M PFL championship

By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer

Kayla Harrison twice won Olympic gold, hugged Mike Tyson after the for-
mer heavyweight champ wrapped a title belt around her waist and walked out 
of the Professional Fighters League cage clutching an oversized $1 million 
checks.

Her biggest reward, in an adulthood full of professional triumphs, is from 
earlier this month: a moment captured on Instagram by the 31-year-old Harri-
son where she hugged daughter Kyla after her adoption became official, a day 
the MMA star called " the best day of my life, by far."

More best days were on the horizon: Harrison just finalized the adoption of 
her son, Emery.

"YOU GUYS  IM A MOM OF TWO!!!" she posted Monday on Instagram.
Somewhere in the middle of adoption ceremonies, family days at the beach 

and planning a birthday party for her 3-year-old boy, Harrison keeps doing 
what she does best — winning fights in PFL and proving she's one of the fierc-
est fighters in MMA.

"I want to instill my will," she said.
Harrison (11-0) has fought three times already since May because of the 

PFL's season format and a win Wednesday on ESPN against Taylor Guardado 
(3-1-1) would give her another 155-pound championship and a second career $1 
million prize.

Her family life largely settled, Harrison's professional future is in limbo with 
her PFL deal set to expire and questions raised about where she'll fight next. 
Undefeated, yes. Untested? Well, the PFL women's division certainly isn't as 
stout as UFC, or even Bellator, where a potential big-money bout with Cris 
Cyborg could be in the cards. PFL, though, is the only major MMA promotion 
with a 155-pound women's division and it may be in Harrison's best interest to 
fight another year for big money for the company and drop a weight class — all 
to get her ready for a peak free-agent year in 2022.

With a big decision ahead, Harrison said "she's not even thinking" about 2022 
and beyond.

"I'm trying to win a title fight, I'm trying to adopt these kids," she said, laugh-
ing.

But, if PFL isn't willing to pay its face of the promotion what Harrison feels 
she's worth, "then I have no doubt I'll probably be the highest-paid free agent 
in the history of MMA."

That's a bold statement, even from a fighter who hasn't needed to go beyond 
the first round seven times since her PFL debut in 2018.

Her unbeaten streak in all forms stretches to 2016. No U.S. judoka — man or 
woman — had ever won Olympic gold before Harrison beat Britain's Gemma 
Gibbons to capture the women's 78-kilogram-and-under division at the 2012 
Olympics in London. She won gold again four years later at the Rio de Janeiro 
Games.

Harrison has been open about the years of physical and mental abuse inflict-
ed by a former coach leading into the Olympics and she wrote a book about 
recognizing and overcoming the trauma. Through it all, Harrison said her 
faith has steadied her along the way.

"I just have come to the understanding and realization that some stuff you 
just have to give to God," she said. "Some stuff you're not going to be able to fix 
or solve or change, and you're just going to really have that faith that it will 

all work out."
Tragedy struck in late 2019 when Harrison's mother had a stroke and her 

stepfather died months later, leaving Harrison's young niece and nephew 
without a guardian (her sister was out of the picture).

Harrison became an instant caretaker — and now, a mother.
Harrison is part of a Sunday Bible group at her church in Coral Springs, 

Florida, and they study Ecclesiastes and discuss the difficulty at times in 
keeping the faith through severe moments of doubt.

"Everyone was kind of sitting there and they all had this peace and they were 
like, God is good all the time," she said. "I have no doubt they all have struggles 
in their lives. It was toward the end and I was like, I don't know about all of 
you, but this is really hard. I struggle with this every day. They're like, no 
matter what, God's got me. I'm like, what if I die? What happens to my kids? I 
know you're saying God's got this

 But I'm literally their last hope. If I die, what happens to them? If I lose my 
fight? What happens? I understand we have to have this faith and we have to 
understand nothing matters but God, but I really struggle with it."

She's a fan of motivational speaker Tony Robbins and would love to share 
her inspirational story at one of his self-help seminars. Her message is a sim-
ple one:

"I have faith that God is moving in my life and doing things that I can't even 
see," she said, "but the results are going to be worth it."

Yes, that includes her 2022 fight promotion, but thoughts of signing with 
PFL or UFC are for another day. Up first is a championship fight and then 
plans to unwind with a party celebrating her kids and her career. She can af-
ford the bash.

"I probably will have another million bucks in my back pocket," she said, 
laughing.
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The Big Spring Herald
is looking for individuals to
throw newspaper routes in

the Big Spring area.

If you have a reliable
vehicle and valid

automobile insurance

We would like to talk to you!

Fill out an application
at the

Big Spring Herald
710 Scurry St.

No phone calls please.

Announcements
WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000
Big Spring Iron & Metal

Cemetery Lots
GARDEN OF MEDITATION
Lot 475, Space 1
Nice Location.
Priced BELOW Current Value
at $1950.
Call 432-213-8118

Help Wanted
All positions for Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Crew
Leaders, Techs, and
Warehouse Personnel.
Pay DOE, but will train.
Bonus Plans, Vacation and
Holiday Pay. Must be able to
pass Drug Screen.
Apply @ Blast Masters
1711 E Hwy 350.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

Starting 8/1
Sign on Bonus for:

Nurse I-III (RN) 5,000.00
Licensed Vocational Nurse
(I-III)--3,500.00
PNA 2500.00

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or

432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Landscaping Help Needed
Please call 432-213-0031

WANTED: men and women
laborers to run equipment
in the plant and quarry
operations. Competitive
wages, benefits, paid
vacation. No experience
needed. We will train you.
Apply in person at
1400 Sherrod Road,
Garden City or call
432-354-2569.

Help Wanted

New Hope Christian School

Hiring for the following
positions:

Part time Childcare worker

Full time Kitchen assistant

Part time Office assistant

Experience preferred but not
required

All positions require passing
background checks including
an FBI Fingerprint and Drug
Screenings.

Must be a minimum of 18
years with a High school
diploma or GED

Apply in person at
118 Cedar Rd.
Big Spring, TX

**NO phone calls please

B & E Roustabout is looking
for CDL Driver &
Backhoe Operator
Call 432-213-4764
or come by the office
103 Aztec Road, Coahoma.

Need Transport Driver for
fuel deliveries. Starting salary
$26.00 per hour, all full
medical, dental, vision & life
benefits paid, retirement plan,
vacation and sick leave. Must
have CDL, hazmat & good
driving record. Come by
1st & Johnson,
Parks Fuels/Chevron,
Big Spring,TX
(432) 263-0033

New Hope Christian School
is looking for a full-time
teacher/caregiver for our
Toddler department.
Must be dependable and love
working with small children.
Monday - Friday
7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Apply in person at
118 Cedar Rd.
Must be able to pass
background checks and drug
screening.

Immediate Opening for a
Full Time or Part Time Sales
Associate.
Must be Energetic and do
good with the public.
Salary of 24K-40K a year
Apply in person at
Allan's Gallery,
202 Scurry St.

Real Estate for Rent

1 & 2 Bedroom Houses for
Rent. References Required.
Central Air & Heat.
Call Richard 432-201-0539

1302 Tucson Rd.
3 bedroom, 1 bath
Home for Rent in Big Spring
Call Jose 209-658-9116

1316 Sycamore St.
3 bedroom, 1 bath
Home for Rent in Big Spring
Call Jose 209-658-9116

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
FOR RENT: 1309 Gregg,
Prime location 2,250 sqft
building. Four individual
offices, large lobby/reception
area, bathroom,
kitchen/breakroom,
abundant parking.
Please call or text
432-213-1496.

Halloween Coloring Fun
BrougHt to you By tHe Big Spring Herald

710 Scurry Street/PO Box 1431
Big Spring, Texas

(432)263-7331
www.bigspringherald.com

The 
complicated 
connection 

between black 
cats, witches 

and Halloween 
   Come October, it’s 
hard to miss the many 
indelible images asso-
ciated with Halloween. 

Homeowners may dec-
orate their home exte-
riors with scarecrows, 
inflatable ghouls and 
goblins, and jack-o’-lan-
terns. 

   Local businesses 
also may get in on the 
fun, offering “spooktac-
ular” sales and deco-
rating their storefronts 
with images of vam-
pires, witches and other 

symbols of Halloween.

   Black cats have be-
come synonymous with 
Halloween decor, but 
few may know how this 
association came to be. 
According to History.
com, the notion of black 
cats as bad omens can 
be traced to the Mid-
dle Ages. Back then, 
people believed witch-
es avoided detection by 
turning themselves into 
black cats. 

   The perception of 
black cats as some-
thing more than mere 
felines may even pre-
date the Middle Ages. 
For example, in Norse 
mythology, Freyja, a 
goddess of, among 
other things, a type of 
Late Scandinavian Iron 
Age magic known as 
“Seior,” was believed to 
have ridden a chariot 
pulled by two cats. That 

connection to sorcery 
could explain the link 
between black cats and 
witches that continues 
to be made today. 

   Despite the lengthy 
history suggesting 
black cats are bad 
omens, it’s not all bad 
for these dark-colored 
felines. One researcher 
at the Carnegie Muse-
um of Natural History 
found that Welsh folk-
lore depicted black cats 
as harbingers of good 
luck, and even noted 
their ability to predict 
the weather.

   Black cats are one 
of many symbols of 
Halloween. And much 
like jack-o’-lanterns and 
trick-or-treating, the 
story of how black cats 
came to be associated 
with Halloween is inter-
esting and thought-pro-
voking. 

Contact Us Today!! 432-263-7331

SPOOKY GOOD DEALS!!
Weekly Classifi ed Liner Ads

Starting At $35.00
Monthly Service Directory Ads

Starting At $65.60



PLUMBING

M-42884

G&M
Plumbing

Licensed
   & Insured

Randal Roach
           Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

Big Spring, TX 79721

11
72

7

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

CONCRETE
28

83
66

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya
432-894-0702

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING
Specializes in Trimming

 and Removal
Bonded and Insured

Herald Reader's Choice 2018
CALL Lupe

432-268-6406
432-213-1451
FREE ESTIMATE29

25
30

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX

GENERAL SERVICES

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates

DeLeon's Services

Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470      email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

DIRT SERVICES

CHARLES RAY
DIRT

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
 Cliche Dirt

30
58

43

432-399-4380

CARPET MAINT.

30
58

44

- 24/7 Emergency Service
- Carpet Cleaning
- (432)-264-0133
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432-267-7378
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Roofs by
Nicholas

“THE ROOFING
COMPANY YOU

RELY ON!”
IN BUSINESS OVER 30 YEARS

520-7348
“WE’RE THE ROOFING COMPANY THE
PERMIAN BASIN RELIES ON TO PROTECT
THEIR HOMES AND BUSINESSES. CALL US
TODAY TO FIND OUT WHY!”
- DAN NICHOLAS

LOCALLY OWNED • FAMILY OPERATED
RELIABLE

ROOFSBYNICHOLAS.COM

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
Caliche

THE POOL GUY
“For ALL your Pool Service, 

Sprinkler System Tech & 
Tree Trimming Needs”

Emilio E. III
(432)254-2350

Midland Tx.
King_.roll4694@icloud.com

Pools & More

Personal nutrition 
services offered:
• Diabetes
• Weight loss/gain
• Stomach issues
• Sports Nutrition
• Family & child nutrition
• Eating Disorders
• Meal planning
No referral needed.

Covered at 100% by 
most insurance plans.

306 W 3rd Street, Big Spring TX
432-517-4443 (Offi ce)
1-877-540-0101 (Fax)

Dietitian • Nutritionist 
• Diabetes Educator

SIMPLY GOOD 
NUTRITION LLC

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

Wellness

Monthly Service Directory Ads 

Starting At $65.60

Advertising Deals  
Right For You!!

Contact Us Today!! 432-263-7331

Creepy, Kooky, 
Mysterious & Spooky



Classifieds

By Steve Becker
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Overwhelmed by Ice 
Cream

      Dear Annie: I read 
your column every day, 
and I read with great 
interest the letter from 
the wife whose hus-
band had an affair 20 
years earlier. She was 
bitter that none of her 
friends told her about it.

   I found myself in a 
similar situation, only 
I was the friend, and 
I DID tell her that her 
husband was cheating 
on her. This was 35 
years ago.

   Remember the old 
expression about killing 
the messenger? That's 
what happened to me. 
I had struggled with 
what to do with this 
information for several 
days. I knew she'd be 
devastated, but I be-
lieved she deserved the 
truth. She was my best 
friend, and I felt I'd be 
lying to her face every 
time I saw her if I didn't 
tell her.

   I practiced for days 
trying to come up with 
the most supportive 
way of talking to her. I 
went and saw her, and 
we talked for about 
an hour, and it was 
very, very difficult. I left 
knowing that she had 
a lot to process and 
sort out, and I gave her 
some space. After a 
few days, I called but 
could not reach her. 
I left messages, but I 

never heard back from 
her.

   Fifteen years later, 
I got a rather incoher-
ent and angry letter 
from her, blaming me 
-- for what, specifically, 
wasn't clear.

   The wife who wrote to 
you complaining that no 
one told her might have 
reacted differently 20 
years ago if someone 
had let her know. If I 
had had a crystal ball 
and known our friend-
ship would be over if 
I told her, would I still 
have told my friend at 
the time? I think so. 
I still believe hiding it 
from her would have 
been worse, a betrayal. 
-- Killed Messenger in 
Pennsylvania

      Dear Killed Mes-
senger: Thank you for 
your letter. I suppose it 
was easier to get mad 
at you than her hus-
band who had betrayed 
her. Just know that her 
meanness came out 
of pain and that hurt 
people hurt people.

      Dear Annie: Why 
do Americans have so 
many ice cream prod-
ucts?

   This week, I went to 
the supermarket, and 
there were 10 new ice 
creams to choose from, 
and I was just about to 
finish off trying them all 
from the prior week. I'm 
not fat -- yet. 

   Yes, even with the 
problems of supply, 
they somehow still 
manage to pack the 
refrigerators with new 
choices. I find myself 
spending at least five 
to 10 minutes trying to 
choose an ice cream 
that is healthy, econom-
ical and tastes good. 

   In my country, we 
have fewer ice cream 
choices, but they all 
taste good. Should I 
check myself to see if 
I have obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder, or 
should I be concerned 
that we indeed have 
too many choices in 
America?

   Another crazy com-
plaint, if I may: I re-
cently found out that 
a famous ice cream 
brand with a European 
label is not actually Eu-
ropean. The first time 
I found this product, I 
happily told the clerk, 
who often sees me 
hanging around the ice 
cream aisle, that I had 
found a European ice 
cream. 

   He didn't seem 
surprised but actually 
looked concerned. I 
felt like an idiot after I 
found out it's made by 
an American corpo-
ration. No wonder he 
looked concerned. 

   So, this has been my 
problem, and I need 
a solution. Maybe you 

can help? -- Too Many 
Choices

      Dear Choices: 
Isn't America great? 
The complaint in many 
countries is that there 
aren't enough choices, 
while your concern 
about this country is 
that we have too many 
choices of ice cream. 
That's a sweet thought.

   In all seriousness, 
you bring up a good 
point that too many 
choices can actually 
be detrimental to your 
well-being. Psychol-
ogy professor Barry 
Schwartz argues that 
having an infinite num-
ber of choices can be 
exhausting. We can set 
unrealistic expectations 
and then think we might 
have made the wrong 
choice. 

   Next time you go to 
the supermarket, make 
up your mind on the 
flavor you want before 
you enter, and don't let 
all the choices seduce 
you into swaying.

"Ask Me Anything: A Year of 
Advice From Dear Annie" is out 
now! Annie Lane's debut book 
-- featuring favorite columns 

on love, friendship, family and 
etiquette -- is available as a pa-
perback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for 

more information. 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com.
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Venus Square Nep-
tune
    Living lighthearted will be 
easy when you stay in your 
own business. But sticking 
to your plan is made chal-
lenging by people who try 
to enlist you in theirs. It’s a 
contradiction, but staying 
your purpose with vigilance 
is what allows you to be 
free-spirited and playful. 
    ARIES (March 21-April 
19). You’re independent and 
will resist all help. You want 
to do it your way. You don’t 
want to be indebted. You like 
what you’re learning. You 
want to improve. And you’ll 
get satisfaction knowing you 
did it on your own.
    TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). Love hurts, but so do 
a lot of things that mas-
querade as love. There’s a 
power dynamic to work out. 
It doesn’t have to be solved 
in a day, but with boldness, it 
could be.
    GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Convincing someone 
to like you, buy from you or 
agree to your plan will be a 
bit like grabbing at space. 
The very goal belies its aim. 
Build the attractive aspects 
up until they are undeniable 
and impossible to resist. 
    CANCER (June 22-July 
22). You’re excellent at 
prioritizing. You’ll accomplish 
the time-sensitive job, then 
you’ll handle the one on the 
back burner and about 17 
other tasks before lunch. 
You’re getting ahead of the 
rush.
    LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You enjoy a person because 
of who that person is, not 
what they have or what 
they can do for you. Your 
lack of social agenda keeps 
the good vibes flowing and 
makes you all the more lov-
able. 
    VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Power move: Know your 
weaknesses, but spend very 
little time on them. You don’t 
need to remedy, hide or 
apologize for what you’re not 
good at. Just double down 
on your talents, and it all 
works out fine. 
    LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). The adoption of better 
beliefs will change every-
thing for you. And today, 
this will come at the perfect 
cost: free, or close to free. 
In some cases, you’ll have 
to drop the old belief, but 
that price will be a pleasure 
to pay. 
    SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). You’re clearheaded and 
deliberate. Even when emo-
tions of those around you 
get hot and cold, creating a 
chaotic swirl, you’ll remain 
still -- the calm eye of the 
storm. 
    SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). What you can’t 
overcome with sheer will or 
force you can overcome with 
something more powerful: 
patience. Something as soft 
as water can turn a mighty 
mountain into sand, given 
enough time and repetition. 
    CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). The heavyweight 
boxing champion Gentleman 
Jim Corbett famously said, 

“You become a champion 
by fighting one more round.” 
Regardless of how you feel, 
when the bell rings, you’ll get 
up and do what you have 
to do. 
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). No need to take direc-
tions too literally. The same 
goes for suggestions, ex-
pectations and the meaning 
of events. This is all up for 
interpretation and the looser 
you go with that today, the 
better.
    PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). There is no greater law 
than attraction. It keeps the 
planets in place and the 
atoms follow its rules. At-
traction moves the tides and 
creates the diversity of life. 
You’ll gladly find yourself in 
its spell today.
 
    TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Oct. 26). Risk it. You are 
extraordinarily lucky for the 
next 41 days. Your instincts 
will push toward teaching the 
young, caring for the old and 
being available to all with 
the wisdom you’ve earned 
in recent years. A happy 
moment comes in the form 
of birth. Also, you’ll defend 
something that needs your 
strength. Capricorn and 
Pisces adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 3, 30, 2, 28 
and 40.   

    HALLOWEEN PANTHE-
ON: MUMMIES: The ancient 
alien theorists suggest that 
Egyptians developed the 
mummification process to 
save specimens on Earth so 
that they might one day, with 
advances in DNA technol-
ogy, be Jurassic Park-style 
reanimated as clones. Most 
others believe that mummi-
fication was just one of the 
many rituals ancient Egyp-
tians practiced in hopes of a 
good afterlife. Both theories 
bring up questions: When 
does this rich afterlife ensue 
in theory? Because thou-
sands of years later, it still 
seems like a flat scene. And 
what sort of hobbies might a 
reanimated ancient Egyptian 
enjoy in, say, 2080, when 
most lives are lived virtually 
anyway... Will we even need 
to inhabit bodies? 
    Anyone who’s ever pon-
dered an actual mummy, 
say, in a museum or curio 
shop, understands firsthand 
the creepiness of coming 
face-to-face with mortality, or 
immortality -- however you 
look at it. Metaphorically, the 
mummy recalls any area of 
life we wish weren’t dead but 
is. It’s regret, loss, despera-
tion and mourning that is 
hard (if not terrifying) to face 
and just as hard to let go of 
because there’s something 
oddly fascinating about the 
preservation of what was 
once so vitally, uniquely 
alive. 

    CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
Hillary Rodham Clinton was 
born when both the sun and 
Venus were in the fixed sign 
of Scorpio. Whatever posi-
tion she is filling, be it first 
lady, senator, secretary of 
state, presidential candidate, 
wife, mother or grandmother, 
she’s resolute in the role. 
Other prevalent energies in 
Clinton’s natal chart include 
Leo, which offers a comfort 

level with the spotlight, and 
Pisces, lending enhancing 
intuition.

Write Holiday Mathis at 
HolidayMathis.com.
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                                                      AGNES                                                                 

Today is Tuesday, Oct. 26, 
the 299th day of 2021. There 
are 66 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On October 26th, 2001, 
President George W. Bush 
signed the USA Patriot Act, 
giving authorities unprece-
dented ability to search, seize, 
detain or eavesdrop in their 
pursuit of possible terrorists.

On this date:

In 1774, the First Continental 
Congress adjourned in 
Philadelphia.

In 1825, the Erie Canal 
opened in upstate New York, 
connecting Lake Erie and the 
Hudson River.

In 1861, the legendary Pony 
Express officially ceased oper-
ations, giving way to the trans-
continental telegraph. (The 
last run of the Pony Express 
was completed the following 

month.)

In 1881, the “Gunfight at 
the O.K. Corral” took place in 
Tombstone, Arizona, as Wyatt 
Earp, his two brothers and 
“Doc” Holliday confronted Ike 
Clanton’s gang. Three mem-
bers of Clanton’s gang were 
killed; Earp’s brothers and 
Holliday were wounded.

In 1944, the World War II 
Battle of Leyte (LAY’-tay) Gulf 
ended in a major Allied victory 
over Japanese forces, whose 
naval capabilities were badly 
crippled.

In 1965, the Beatles received 
MBE medals as Members 
of the Most Excellent Order 
of the British Empire from 
Queen Elizabeth II at 
Buckingham Palace.

In 1975, Anwar Sadat became 
the first Egyptian president 
to pay an official visit to the 
United States.

In 1979, South Korean 
President Park Chung-hee 
was shot to death by the 
head of the Korean Central 
Intelligence Agency, Kim Jae-
kyu.

In 1984, “Baby Fae,” a 
newborn with a severe heart 
defect, was given the heart of 
a baboon in an experimental 
transplant in Loma Linda, 
California. (Baby Fae lived 21 
days with the animal heart.)

In 2002, a hostage siege by 
Chechen rebels at a Moscow 
theater ended with 129 of the 
800-plus captives dead, most 
from a knockout gas used by 
Russian special forces who 
stormed the theater; 41 rebels 
also died.

In 2010, Iran began loading 
fuel into the core of its first 
nuclear power plant.

In 2018, former Fox News 
Channel personality Megyn 
Kelly was fired from her NBC 
morning show after triggering 
an uproar by suggesting it was 
OK for white people to wear 

blackface at Halloween.

Ten years ago: President 
Barack Obama recalled his 
struggles with student loan 
debt as he unveiled a plan at 
the University of Colorado 
Denver aimed at giving mil-
lions of young people some 
relief on their payments. In 
a verdict that disappointed 
pro-democracy activists, two 
Egyptian policemen who beat 
a man to death were convicted 
of the lesser charge of man-
slaughter and given a relative-
ly light sentence in a case that 
helped spark Egypt’s uprising.

Five years ago: The Pentagon 
worked to stave off a public 
relations nightmare, suspend-
ing efforts to force California 
National Guard troops who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
to repay enlistment bonuses 
that might have been improp-
erly awarded. The Chicago 
Cubs beat Cleveland 5-1 in 
Game 2 for their first victory 
during a World Series since 
1945.

One year ago: Amy Coney 

Barrett was confirmed to 
the Supreme Court by a 
deeply divided Senate, with 
Republicans overpowering 
Democrats to install President 
Donald Trump’s nominee days 
before the election and secure 
a likely conservative court 
majority for years to come. 
Police in Philadelphia shot 
and killed Walter Wallace, a 
27-year-old Black man with a 
history of mental health prob-
lems, after yelling at him to 
drop his knife; the shooting, 
which brought the issues of 
policing and racism back into 
the presidential campaign in 
its closing days, was followed 
by days of civil unrest and 
store break-ins that led the 
mayor to impose an overnight 
curfew the following night.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Jaclyn Smith is 76. TV host 
Pat Sajak is 75. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is 74. 
Musician Bootsy Collins is 
70. Actor James Pickens Jr. 
is 69. Rock musician David 
Was is 69. Rock musician 
Keith Strickland (The B-52s) 
is 68. Actor Lauren Tewes 

is 68. Actor D.W. Moffett is 
67. Actor-singer Rita Wilson 
is 65. Actor Patrick Breen is 
61. Actor Dylan McDermott 
is 60. Actor Cary Elwes is 59. 
Singer Natalie Merchant is 58. 
Actor Steve Valentine is 55. 
Country singer Keith Urban 
is 54. Actor Tom Cavanagh is 
53. Actor Rosemarie DeWitt 
is 50. Actor Anthony Rapp 
is 50. Writer-producer Seth 
MacFarlane (TV: “Family 
Guy”) is 48. TV news cor-
respondent Paula Faris is 46. 
Actor Lennon Parham is 46. 
Actor Florence Kasumba is 45. 
Actor Hal Ozsan is 45. Actor 
Jon Heder is 44. Singer Mark 
Barry (BBMak) is 43. Actor 
Jonathan Chase is 42. Actor 
Folake Olowofoyeku (foh-
LAH’-kay oh-low-wow-foh-
YAY’-koo) is 38. Olympic sil-
ver medal figure skater Sasha 
Cohen is 37. Rapper Schoolboy 
Q is 35. Actor Beulah Koale 
(TV: “Hawaii Five-0”) is 30. 
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