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BACK TO SCHOOL
PHYSICALS & IMMUNIZATIONS

Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 W. FM 700, Big Spring, TX

(432) 264-1900

(Including COVID-19 Shots for Teens)

Cornerstone Covenant Church

706 E 12th Street
11:00AM SundayService  

Onsite & Online

Put GOOD HEALTH
at the Top of Your 
Back-to-School List!
We’re here to meet all of your child’s healthcare 
needs at back-to-school time and all year long.

Back-To-School Services Include:
Vaccinations & Immunizations
• Flu
• Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis (TdaP)
• Tetanus, Diphtheria
• Measles, Mumps & Rubella
• Chicken Pox • Hepatitis B • Meningitis

710 S. Gregg St., 
Big Spring, TX 
(432) 517-4692

Exams
• School/Sports Physicals
• Annual Wellness Exams

Upcoming Events

SMMC Back to School 
Health Splash

Aug. 5
6-8 p.m.

Toasty Tuesdays 
take place every 

Tuesday at a different 
location around town.
Community invited to 
come out and help;

Loss of  a Spouse stand 
alone seminar

Aug. 5
Trinity Baptist Church

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Russ McEwen Aquatic 
Center is now open; 
closed Mondays for 

private parties
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By ROGER CLINE
Herald Staff Writer

The 118th District Court Grand Jury 
handed down true-billed indictments 
on 24 individuals July 29, including 
three for first-degree felonies.

Kashell Lynn Marie Raymond, 28, of 
2017 Stoner Rd., Lot 7, in Odessa, was 
indicted on a first-degree felony charge 
of possession of a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver. Raymond was 
additionally indicted on a state-jail 
felony charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to deliver 
(penalty group 1, less than one gram). 

Christopher Aaron Salazar, 34, of 
1511 Sycamore, was indicted on a first-
degree felony charge of delivery of a 
controlled substance. 

David Houston Summers, 44, of 3621 
Calvin St., was indicted on a first-de-
gree felony charge of possession of a 
controlled substance (penalty group 
1, four to 200 grams). Summers is also 
listed as a habitual offender.

Others indicted July 29 include:
• Adrain Aguilar, 28, currently a res-

ident of the Howard County Jail, on a 
charge of theft of property, a second-
degree felony.

• Joe Waylon Bush, 32, currently a res-
ident of the Howard County Jail, on a 
charge of unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
a third-degree felony (enhanced).

• Austin Darden, 21, of 1313 Dixie Ave., 
on charges of possession of a controlled 
substance (penalty group 1, one to four 
grams), a third-degree felony; burglary 
of a building, a state-jail felony; and 

burglary of a habitation, a second-de-
gree felony.

• Clinton Epke, 44, currently a resi-
dent of the Howard County Jail, on a 
charge of evading arrest by vehicle, a 
third-degree felony.

• David Rey Gonzales Jr., 33, of 2600 
Fairchild, on two charges of aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon, both sec-
ond-degree felonies.

• Kevin Dewayne Heifner, 43, of 4109 
Parkway Rd., on a charge of possession 
of a controlled substance (penalty group 
1, less than one gram), a state-jail felo-
ny. 

• Nicholas Cale Hyden, 42, of 903 E. 
19th St., on a charge of violation of a sex 
offender’s duty to register annually for 

See JURY, Page 3

118th District Court Grand Jury hands 
down indictments to 24 individuals

By AMANDA 
DUFORAT
Managing Editor

Loss can be a difficult 
journey to navigate, but 
it doesn’t have to be trav-
eled alone. Trinity Baptist 
Church is hosting another 
session of Loss of a Spouse 
- an extension of their 
GriefShare Ministry - on 
Aug. 5 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. 

“Our last Loss of a Spouse 
seminar was well attended 
and we received very posi-
tive feedback from those 
who were there.” Vivian 
Gordon, said. 

Gordon, and other mem-
bers of the GriefShare 
Ministry Team at TBC, 
understand the importance of having 
a support system during the grieving 
process. The two-hour seminar, sup-
ported by Trinity Baptist, is specifical-
ly designed to speak to those grieving 
the loss of a spouse. 

“This is a stand alone session that 
anyone who is dealing with the loss 
of a spouse through death is welcome 
to attend,” she said. “We have been of-
fering Loss of a Spouse since 2019 and 
this will be our 7th time to present this 

seminar.”
The seminar will include a video with 

practical, encouraging advice from 
couselors, pastors, and widowed men 
and women, followed by small-group 
sharing time. Attendees will learn what 
to expect in the days ahead, how to han-
dle the loneliness, what to do with your 
spouse’s belongings, and how to find 
strength to go on. Attendees will receive 
a booklet with more than 30 short read-
ings on how to live with grief and even-

tually rebuild your life. There 
is no charge for the seminar.

“For those wanting more in-
formation, they are welcome 
to attend the Grief Share semi-
nars that will follow.” Gordon 
said. “The two-hour session 
doesn’t allow enough time to 
cover everything, but we do 
encourage those dealing with 
the loss of a loved one - recent 
or not - to join us in the Grief-
Share program.” 

According to Gordon, while 
the program is offered at Trin-
ity Baptist Church, it is not 
restricted to those who attend 
Trinity, but is open to the 
community. The Grief Share 
program is a 13-week program 
that can be joined at any point. 
The next Grief Share session 
will begin on Aug. 26, the last 

Thursday of the month.
To find out more about the Loss of a 

Spouse seminar or GriefShare, con-
tact Vivian Gordon at 432-466-3583 or e-
mail vgordon2@suddenlink.net. 

Amanda Duforat is the managing edi-
tor at the Big Spring Herald. To contact 
her, email editor@bigspringherald.
com or call 432-263-7331. 

Loss of a Spouse seminar set for Aug. 5

HERALD file image

Loss of  a Spouse stand-alone seminar will take place 
Aug. 5. The next 13-week Grief Share seminar will 
begin Aug. 26, both will take place at Trinity Baptist 
Church. 

By ROGER CLINE
Herald Staff Writer

Several tax issues were on the agenda for Howard County 
Junior College District trustees during their meeting Mon-
day.

“The first thing when we start working on our budget that 
we start putting together is our revenue,” Howard College 
President Dr. Cheryl Sparks told the board. “One of the 
things that’s very important to that is the values, the certifi-
cation of values.” 

Sparks said the adjusted taxable value appraised for How-
ard County, which is what the HCJCD uses as its tax base, 
is $5,700,710,013 for 2021. That number is down significantly 
from the 2020 figure of $6,235,790,215. 

The reduction in tax base means the District will need to 
increase the tax rate to continue to operate, Sparks said.

“Whenever the tax base goes down, it increases the tax 
rate,” she said. “When the tax base goes up, the tax rate goes 

down. It just varies with the tax base.”
Sparks said the trustees will hold a budget workshop Aug. 

30.
In other business, Sparks provided updates on the College’s 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Incidence of COVID-19 is on the rise locally, she said.
“I talked to (Big Spring Fire Chief) Craig Ferguson this 

morning, and he indicated that, in two weeks, it has tripled 
in Howard County,” she said.  

Sparks reported that the college did host the Kids’ College 
summer program this summer.

“We did have the Kids’ College for the Big Spring campus 
this summer, and we also had a take-home virtual opportuni-
ty at the same time,” she said. “We have had some on-campus 
options as well for students. Not necessarily Kids’ College, 
but Lamb Camp and Goat Camp, so we’ve been trying to do 
some of those things.”

See HC, Page 3

College Board discusses 2021 valuations
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Meat Processing
We offer custom slaughter & processing services as 
well as wild game processing for deer, wild pig, elk, 
red stag and more. Visit us today for more details or 

appointment times.

Market
Always serving fresh meats and produce.

• Pork
• Beef
• Chicken

• Deli Meats & Cheeses
• Cookout Packs & Seasonings
• Freezer Packs & Much More!

HOWARD CO.  
FEED & SUPPLY

701 E. 2nd St. • 432-267-6411

Your Lawn Can Be
GREENER

20 or  
40 lb. bags 

available!

Sam’s Package Store
Enjoy the summer evenings with the perfect drink 

supplies & accessories to keep you cool!

•	 Beer
•	 Wine
•	 Liquor

•	 Mixers
•	 Bottle	Openers
•	 Pour	Spouts

•	 Shot	Glasses	
And	Much	
More!

(432) 263-7398 • 2409 S. Gregg St.
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Mike Seely
Mike Seely, 67, of Big Spring, 

Texas, passed away suddenly 
July 30, 2021, from heart compli-
cations and a broken heart. The 
loss was completely unexpected, 
leaving the family truly shocked 
and saddened. He will be truly 
missed in so many ways. 

Mike is survived by a lov-
ing and devoted sister, Sandra 
Shook, uncles, aunts, cousins, 
nephews,  and nieces. 

He is preceded in death by his 
loving wife of 18 years, Cynthia Irene Steeler-Seely; 
his father, Hugh L. Seely; his mother, Betty Jean 
Shook; and his grandparents, Charles A. Kissel-
burg and Opal Mae Kisselburg. 

Mike was born to Hugh L. Seely & Betty Jean 
Shook. He attended high school in Plainview, 
Texas, and was passionate about playing football, 
spending time and working at his Gpas grocery 
store. 

After graduating high school, he moved to Hale 
Center, where he married, started a family, and 
ran the local grocery store.

Mike moved to Big Spring in 1987 with his two 
children, where he began his career in the bread 
business. He is and will always be known as the 
bread man. 

Mike remarried in 1995 briefly to ChrisAnn Guet-
ersloh. She had a 6-month-old daughter when they 
met. Dad became her father immediately. The mar-
riage was short, but he gained a daughter for a life-
time. 

He later met and married the love of his life, 

Cynthia Irene Steeler-Seely. They remained in Big 
Spring and married until her passing in July 2021.

Mike was the most amazing Father, Grandpa, 
Great Gpa, and friend in this world. He was one the 
hardest-working, dedicated, strong and genuine 
people you’d ever meet. He was a mentor to all and 
will be forever missed, 

Dad’s beautiful journey included eight children, 
Brian and Brigette Seely of Coleman, Texas, Kristy 
and James Sharpton of Newcastle, Texas, Natalie 
and Dakoda Holland of Roseville, Calif., James and 
Melissa McComb of Lubbock, Texas, Pandy and 
Jim Buske of Dunlap, Tenn., Bill and Anjie Grigg of 
Big Spring, Texas, Pank and Michelle Grigg of Big 
Spring, Texas and Steven and Tonyia Grigg of Big 
Spring, Texas; 36 grandchildren, Kevin, Justin, Mi-
chael, Brandon, Zakary, Kolton, Elliott, Harrison, 
Eleanor, Taylor, Bryan, Caleb, CJ, Colton, Jerrod, 
Jesse, Chole, Baeu, Victoria, Kittie, Mason, Con-
nor, Tucker, Cooper, Karlie, Kaycee, Kodi, Kaisen, 
Kenley, Kamrie, Konnor, Crystal, Kelly, Stormie, 
William, and Savannah; and 24 great-grandchil-
dren: Kakyn, Landyn, Lyncoln, Josiah, Braxson, 
Joseph, Emily, Arabella, Blaine, Judson, Lilly-
anne, Oakley, Addley, Remdi, CJ, Nicholas, Emily, 
Grace, Turner, Carson, Wyatt, Zaedyn, and Daniel.

Contributions can be made to First Church of 
Nazarene 1400 S. Lancaster St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Pallbearers- Michael Seely, Brandon Seely, Jus-
tin Langlitz, CJ Mclure, Savannah Grigg, Tucker 
Grigg, Mason Grigg, Ricky Reese. Honorary Pall-
bearers- Dale Walker, Kevin Langlitz

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com

Paid Obituary

Tina Henderson
Tina Henderson, 51, of Big Spring, Texas passed 

away July 31, 2021, due to complications from 
COVID. A private family memorial service is 
planned to be held in Tyler, Texas, at a later day. 

Born June 28, 1970, she graduated from BSHS 
in the Class of 1989. She attended Howard College 
and graduated with a Political Science degree in 
1993. Tina worked at the Big Spring State Hospi-
tal for several years and then worked at Dolphin 
Pools as office manager for 20 years until retiring.  
Her favorite hobbies that gave her much joy were 
cooking for all her family and friends, oil paint-
ing and sewing.

She was preceded in death by fathers James 
Henderson and Jackie Tibitts.

She is survived by her mother, Gayla Hender-
son of Big Spring; two sisters, Gina Menges and 
husband, Kevin, of Tyler, and Oleta Huitt and 
husband, Terry, of Tyler; several nephews, Tay-
lor and Case Heckler, and Thomas, Timothy and 
Trenton James Garling; several great-nephews 
and -nieces; and her dogs, Spike and Daisy.

She will be greatly missed by all her family and 
friends.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nal-
ley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home.  Online condo-
lences can be made at www.npwelch.com

Paid Obituary

Big Spring Fire Department/EMS reported the 
following activity:

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3200 
block of Parkway. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 2000 
block of Rickabaugh. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1900 
block of N. Hwy 87. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 4100 
block of FM 700. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 200 
block of Aztec Street. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 700 
block of S. Gregg Street. One person was trans-
ported to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 600 
block of S. Gregg Street. One person was trans-
ported to Scenic Mountain Medical Center. 

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1000 
block of S. Runnels. One person was transported 
to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 800 
block of Moore School Road. One person was 
transported to Scenic Mountain Medical Center. 

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 2600 
block of Hunter Drive. One person was transport-
ed to Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• LITTLE JOHN PHILLIP WINFIELD, 59, of 
1408 Runnels, was arrested on a charge of driving 
while license suspended/invalid previous convic-
tion. 

• BRANDI ANN HUTCHESON, 37, of 1406 Young, 
was arrested on a charge of bail jumping/failure to 
appear, no drivers license when unlicensed, fail to 
appear. 

• ASHLEY LYNN BUCK, 25, of 5203 Sterling 
Road, was arrested on a warrant from other agency.

• MICHAEL RAY ROBINSON, 51, of 801 Anna 
Street, was arrested on a warrant from other agen-
cy (x2).

• ALFREDO ANTONIO RAMIREZ, 46, of 301 
E. Leatherwood Unit 8, was arrested on a warrant 
from other agency (x3). 

• ROXANA BLACKWELL, 47, of  1002 N. Main 
Street, was arrested on a warrant from other agen-
cy and no drivers license when unlicensed. 

• MELISSA SUE MIZE, 44, of 4029 Vicky Street, 
was arrested on a warrant from other agency and 
theft of property between $100 and $750. 

• MIKAYLA KENLEY GAMBOA, 21, of 1514 
Stadium Avenue, was arrested on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication. 

• CHRISTINA JEAN DIAZ, 38, of 4106 Dixon 
Street, was arrested on a charge of driving while 
license invalid and warrant from other agency.

• BRANDEE JAYE HILGER, 24, of 1905 Wasson 
Road, was arrested on a charge of public intoxica-
tion. 

• LUPE MARTINEZ, 67, of 262 Private Road, was 

arrested on a warrant from other agency. 
• JAMES ERIC TREVINO, 29, of 427 E. Davis 

Road, was arrested on a charge of assault family 
violence threat or offensive touch. 

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE  was reported in 
the 1000 block of E. 11th Place. 

• BURGLARY OF HABITATION was reported 
in the 1700 block of Purdue Avenue.

• UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 
1600 block of Martin Luther King Blvd.

• STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 1400 
block of Mesa Avenue.

• DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE  was reported in 
the 800 block of Anna Street; 800 block of N. Scurry 
Street. 

• UNWANTED SUBJECT was reported in the 
1000 block of N. Main Street.

• ASSAULT  was reported in the 200 block of 
Moore Road.

• HIT AND RUN was reported in the 200 block of 
NW Third Street. 

• ASSAULT was reported in the 400 block of E. 
Davis Road.

• BURLGARY OF A BUILDING  was reported in 
the 4800 block of Wasson. 

• DISTURBANCE  was reported in the 500 block 
of N. Runnels Street.

• DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE  was reported in 
the 700 block of S. Gregg Street. 

• FOUND PROPERTY was reported in the 2000 
block of Alabama Street. 

• STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 500 
block of Washington Blvd. 

The Howard County Sheriff’s Department report-
ed the following activity:

Note – Officials with the Howard County Jail re-
ported having 103 inmates at the time of this report.

• ROXANA BLACKWELL, 47, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of theft of property between $750 
and $2,500.

• ASHLEY LYNN BUCK, 25, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of assault causes bodily injury 
family.

• LASARA ELEXIS CERVANTES, 20, was ar-
rested by BSPD on a charge of no drivers license 
when unlicensed.

• CHRISTINA JEAN DIAZ, 38, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of parent contributing to non-at-
tendance and driving while license invalid (DWLI). 

• MIKAYLA KENLEY GAMBOA, 21, was ar-
rested by  BSPD on a charge of public intoxication. 

• JOHN THOMAS HARDIN, 32, was arrested by 
GLASS on a charge of public intoxication. 

• BRANDEE JAYE HILGER, 24, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of public intoxication. 

• BRANDI ANN HUTCHESON, 37, was arrested 
by BSPD on a charge of no drivers license when un-
licensed, violate promise to appear, and bail jump-

ing and fail to appear. 
• EMMA MARTINEZ, 56, was arrested by BSPD 

on a charge of public intoxication and criminal 
mischief between $750 and $2,500. 

• LUPE MARTINEZ, 67, was arrested by HCSO 
on a charge of theft of service between $750 and 
$2,500. 

• MELISSA SUE MIZE, 44, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of parent contributing to non-
attendance and theft of property between $750 and 
$2,500. 

• JUAN SANCHEZ ORTIZ, 19, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of possess/purchase/consume

• ALFREDO RAMIREZ, 46, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of open container in motor ve-
hicle, ride not secured by safety belt (x2). 

• MICHAEL ROBINSON, 51, was arrested by 
BSPD on a charge of issuance of bad check. 

• JAMES ERIC TREVINO, 29, was arrested by 
HCSO on a charge of assault family violence. 

• LITTLE JOHN PHILLIP WINFIELD, 59, was 
arrested by BSPD on a charge of bail jumping and 
fail to appear, parole violation and driving while 
license invalid with previous conviction/suspen-
sion. 

Alice L. Ewing
Alice L. Ewing, 84, of Big Spring, passed away 

Monday, August 2, 2021 in Lubbock.  Services are 
pending at Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
and Crematory.
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Take Note

-Pedic

Where All of West Texas Comes to SAVE on Furniture & Appliances! 

202 Scurry St. | Big Spring | (432) 267-7416
http://www.allansfurnituregallery.com Within 100 Miles

• Pillow Top
• Plush

• Firm 

EXCLUSIVE AT 
ALLAN'S GALLERY! 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST W.A.C.

MattressesMattresses

Come see what 
all the WOW in 

WOW-Pedic 
is about!

WOW-Pedic 
Mattress 

Queen set 
starting at $697

WOW!

Leslie Elrod-Hobbs
Broker/Owner
432-517-0038

 
Justin Hobbs

Realtor/Owner
432-935-3768
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www.home-realtors.net

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE
AND RESTAURANT

$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or

Any Entree $9.00 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount

Expires 08/31/2021 310889

Let’s get social!
@delekhope

The Delek Fund for Hope

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Marion Hays, 92, 
died Thursday, July 
29, 2021. Graveside 
services will be at 
11:00 AM Tuesday at 
Iatan Cemetery.

Michael Seely, 68, 
died Friday, July 30, 
2021.  The family will 
receive friends 
Tuesday from 5:00 
PM until 7:00 PM at 
Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.  
Funeral services will 
be at 10:30 AM 
Wednesday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.  
Graveside service 
will be 3:00 PM 
Wednesday at Hale 
Center Cemetery.  

Linda Hoover, 68, 
died Saturday.  
Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. JURY

Continued from Page 1

life, a second-degree felony (enhanced).
• Juliana Renee Juarez, 33, of 2002 S. 

Monticello, on two charges of possession 
of a controlled substance (penalty group 
1, less than one gram), both state-jail felo-
nies.

• Randall Kirk Kirkham, 30, of 203 Terry 
Rd., on charges of evading arrest by ve-
hicle, a third-degree felony; and theft of 
material, a state-jail felony.

• Elvis Eugene Lang Jr., 21, of 1002 N. 
Main St., Apt. No. 7, on a charge of unlaw-
ful possession of a firearm by a felon, a 
second-degree felony (enhanced).

• Tony Moreno Marquez, 35, of 1105 E. 
15th St., on a charge of burglary of a habi-
tation, a second-degree felony.

• Ashley Rae Miramon-
tes, 27, of 301 NW 10th St., 
on a charge of unlawful 
possession of a firearm 
by a felon, a third-degree 
felony.

• James Lester New-
ton, 46, of 701 Creighton, 
on charges of possession 
of a controlled substance 
(penalty group 1, less 
than one gram), a state-

jail felony; and possession of a controlled 
substance (penalty group 1, one to four 
grams), a third-degree felony.

• Joe Don Owens, 40, currently a resident 
of the Howard County Jail, on a charge of 
attempted aggravated assault with a dead-
ly weapon, a third-degree felony.

• Jesus Antonio Patlan, 29, of 1408 Syca-
more, on a charge of burglary of a habita-
tion, a second-degree felony.

• Nathaniel Louis Pittman, 34, currently 
a resident of the Howard County Jail, on 
charges of evading arrest by vehicle, a 
third-degree felony; and unauthorized use 
of a vehicle, a state-jail felony.

• Katherine Cheyenne Rawls, 34, of 100 
N. Brown St., on a charge of theft of mate-
rial, a state-jail felony.

• Roy Wayne Tarpley, 39, of 407 Ninth 
Ave. Apt. A, on a charge of theft of prop-
erty ($30,000 to $150,000), a third-degree 

felony.
• Sherrie Ann Thompson, 36, of 5112 

Dawson Rd., on a charge of assault against 
a family or household member by imped-
ing breath, a third-degree felony.

• Justin Richard Valentine, 38, of 105 
Marvin Rd., on charges of evading arrest 
by vehicle, a second-degree felony (en-
hanced); and theft of material, a third-de-
gree felony (enhanced).

• Deamotrea Jarrell Warren, 28, of 103 
Adam Ave. in Magee, Miss., on a charge of 
criminally negligent homicide, a state-jail 
felony.

R e m e m b e r 
that all those 
listed above 
are considered 
innocent until 
proven guilty in 
a court of law.

HC
Continued from Page 1

Sparks also reported on Howard College’s upcom-
ing 75th Anniversary observance plans, which will 
culminate Sept. 30.

“We’ve been celebrating the 75th Anniversary 
this entire year since Nov. 17, when we started 
with the creation of the College District,” she said. 
“Sept. 30 will be the 75th Anniversary of the first 
day of class.”

The college has planned several events for that 
day, including activities on each of the Howard 
College campuses.

“We then will culminate with a big joint celebra-
tion that evening, and we are working on finalizing 
that,” Sparks said. “At the same time, we’re being 

very cognizant of what’s going on, and we’re mak-
ing Plan A and Plan B, but were beginning to get 
those plans finalized.”

The College Board also approved refinancing the 
current 2009 bond issue, which was used to refur-
bish the school’s dormitories.

“As of yesterday, 8-1, there was $2,080,000 out-
standing on those bonds, and the interest rate was 
4.6 percent, which at the time we did that, that was 
really a pretty good rate,” said Howard’s Chief 
Facilities Operations Officer Terry Hansen. “The 
market is such now that we can do a refunding on 
those bonds, which is basically a refinance. So that 
would result in potentially quite a bit of savings for 
the college. It does not extend the debt any further. 
It just lowers the interest rate. It pays off the debt, 
but then issues new bonds for the remainders of 
the debt.”

Hansen said that, while the exact new bond has 
not been selected yet, savings would likely be in the 
2 percent range.

“Which will result in about $150,000 savings over 
the life of the bond, or an annual savings of about 
$19,000 per year,” he said. “That is projected. It’s 
not absolute, because it does depend on what the 
financial institutions offer us.”

The board unanimously approved the plan of re-
funding and refinancing the bonds.

In other business, the board: approved certifica-
tion of three new programs, including Computer 
Software and Media Applications (AAS, Cert 1 and 
Cert 2), Computer and Information Systems Securi-
ty (AAS, Cert 1 and Cert 2), and Instructional Aide 
(AAS and Cert 1); and approved a resolution autho-
rizing a an auction of properties.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center Back to School Splash will take place on 
Aug. 5 at 6 p.m. Backpacks and school supplies will be handed out by numer-
ous partners. The event will take place on the front lawn at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center. The event is free to attend. 

• Youth rally at Big Spring Full Gospel Fellowship Church is at 309 South 
Benton and 4th, Friday Aug. 6 from 6-8 p.m. Everyone is welcome and there 
will be pizza after service. 

• Life Church will be hosting a community youth night at 5 p.m. on Aug. 21. 
There will be food trucks and games. Innercourt Worship will begin at 7 p.m. 

• The Big Spring Symphony is celebrating 40 years. Their season will in-
clude: Sept. 25 'A Breath of Fresh Air' which will take place at the Big Spring 
High School Auditorium; Nov. 20 will feature 'The Music of Queen'; Dec. 8 
“Holiday Spectactular”; Feb. 19 “Winter Wonderland”; and Spring Pops Con-
cert on April 23. The concerts will take place at the Big Spring Municipal Au-
ditorium except for the opening performance.  Tickets can be purchased in 
season passes or per concert. 

• Howard County Fair is coming Sept. 17-19. Submissions for the Art and 
Photo contest will need to be submitted Sept. 14 from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. The 
Special Subcategory this year is Cactus or Birds or combination of both. Sub-
missions can be fine art or photography. For more information, call Sandra 
Lockhart at 432-263-4155. 

• Loss of a Spouse seminar will be taking place Aug. 5 from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 
p.m. The special stand alone session will take place at Trinity Baptist Church. 
The program will be taking place in advance of the 13-week Grief Share ses-
sion, beginning Aug. 26. 

• The United Way of Big Spring and Howard County is gearing up for the an-
nual kick off event and golf tournament. 

The golf tournament will be August 28 and 29 at the Comanche Trail Golf 
Course; the concert will take place at the amphitheater on Aug. 29 with Micky 
and the Motorcars and Spur 327.

• The Great Courses history video lecture series is taking place each Wednes-

day in the Theater Room in the First Presbyterian Church, located at 701 Run-
nels Street. No charge for the lectures. 

• Howard County Community Health Center is offering the Moderna – a two 
dose and Janseen – a single dose, Covid-19 vaccine to those over the age of 18. 
Businesses, churches, groups or organizations of 10 
members or more who would like the vaccine can 
schedule a time to have a mobile vaccine clinic. 

The staff will go to the business, church, or orga-
nization to administer the vaccine. For ore infor-
mation, call 806-894-7842 ext 178 or 124 or e-mail Co-
vid19@sprhs.org

• Maranatha Baptist Academy is now enrolling for 
2021-2022 School year.  We offer summer session of 4 
weeks in the middle of summer. We begin August 2, 
2021, and are a year round school. We service home 
school as well as in-house school for Kindergarten 
through High School graduation. 

In operation for 40 years, we understand the spec-
trum of curriculum necessary for a good foundation 
for careers and college education.  Please contact 
Dr. Lillian Bohanan at 432-213-1046 for further in-
formation about tuition, hours, and anything else 
you might want to know about our education suc-
cesses, or come by and see us at 903 Johnson Street, 
Big Spring, Texas.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center Auxiliary is 
looking for new members. If you have a heart for 
serving people, have at least four hours a week to 
spare, SMMC Auxiliary might be the fit for you.

Duties include working in the gift shop, deliver-
ing newspapers to inpatients, hospitality services, 
popcorn and more. To find out more about opportu-
nities available with the SMMC Auxiliary, contact 
Amy Miramontes at 268-4809 or April Arms at 268-
4907.
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30
62

34

Big Spring Steers Football team excited to 
kick off Two-A-Days practices

Herald Photos/Dustin Pope

The Big Spring Steers held their first Two-A-Day practice this Monday Aug. 2. Two-A-Days marks the comeback of the long awaited 
new football season. All the Steers looked excited to start this new journey and competing for a District title. The Varsity will get 
there first chance in a scrimmage on Aug. 13 at home against the Pecos Eagles. They open up the regular season on the road when 
they take on Vernon, in Vernon at 7 p.m. on Aug 27. 

Biles returns to competition with a bronze medal and a smile
By JIM VERTUNO
 AP Sports Writer

TOKYO — Simone Biles returned to 
the competition at the Tokyo Olym-
pics in style, and will leave with an-
other medal.

What color it is really isn't the 
point. That she delivered a tense, 
heart-pounding routine on the bal-
ance beam and nailed it with a smile 
meant everything. 

Biles looked calm as she moved, 
turned and flipped across the beam. It 
was everyone else watching who held 
their breath.

"I had nerves but I felt pretty good," 
she said.

Biles won the bronze medal when 
she drilled a slightly altered routine 
in front of a crowd that included IOC 
President Thomas Bach a week after 
taking herself out of several competi-
tions to focus on her mental health. 

That move by the gymnast regarded 
the greatest in history had amplified 
attention on the importance of men-
tal health in sports in general, and 
among Olympians specifically. 

"I was just happy to be able to per-
form, regardless of the outcome," 
Biles said. "I did it for me, and I was 
just proud of myself for being able to 
compete one more time."

Biles changed her routine a bit 
while dealing with a mental block 
surrounding twisting. She used a 
double-pike dismount — no twisting 
required — to score a 14.000, which 
was ultimately good enough for third 
in the eight-woman final, behind Chi-
na's Guan Chenchen and Tang Xijing.

Biles earned her seventh career 
Olympic medal and tied Shannon 
Miller for the most by an American 
in gymnastics.

Olympic all-around champion Suni-
sa Lee of the United States finished 
fifth. The 18-year-old Lee won three 
medals in Tokyo, including silver in 
the team final and bronze on uneven 
bars.

The U.S. men's basketball team rode 
the slender shoulders and smooth 
shooting of Kevin Durant to advance 
to the medal round with a 95-81 vic-
tory over Spain in the quarterfinals.

Durant finished with 29 points. Jay-
son Tatum scored 13 and Jrue Holiday 
added 12 for the U.S., which will play 
either Australia or Argentina in the 

semifinals on Thursday. The Ameri-
can men have never failed to medal in 
all 18 of their previous Olympics ap-
pearances.

For Durant, only one will do.
"We've just got to finish it. Got to fin-

ish it," Durant said. "We're supposed 
to be here. For us, it's about getting 
the gold."

It was the fifth time since 2004 that 
the top two programs in the most re-
cent FIBA world rankings — the U.S. 
is No. 1 — had met in the Olympic 
quarterfinals or later, with the Amer-
icans winning each time.

Ricky Rubio scored 38 points for 
Spain, which led by 10 in the second 
quarter before the U.S. turned the 
game with a 36-10 run to take control.

FAST AND FURIOUS
Karsten Warholm of Norway found 

his "perfect" race and smashed his 
own world record in the 400-meter 
hurdles, finishing in 45.94 seconds to 
break the old mark by .76.

One of the most anticipated races 
on the program ended with some 
wondering if they'd just watched the 
greatest Olympic races ever. 

Second-place finisher Rai Benja-
min of the United States finished in 
46.17, also beating the 46.7 record that 
Warholm set just last month. The 
third-place finisher, Alison dos San-
tos of Brazil, finished in 46.72, which 
would've been a world record five 
weeks earlier.

"Sometimes in training, my coaches 
keep telling me this could be possible 
with the perfect race," Warholm said 
of the prospect of breaking 46 seconds. 
"But it was hard to imagine it because 
it's a big barrier, and it's something 
you don't even dream about."

He didn't just dream it. He lived it.
In other track and field events, 

Elaine Thompson-Herah of Jamaica 
completed her second straight Olym-
pic sprint sweep, finishing the 200 
meters in 21.53 seconds, the second-
fastest time in history.

Thompson-Herah topped surprise 
second-place finisher Christine Mbo-
ma of Namibia by .48, while Ameri-
can Gabby Thomas took bronze.

This was a star-studded final, de-
fined as much by who didn't finish on 
the podium as who did.

Thompson-Herah joins another Ja-
maican, Veronica Campbell-Brown, 

and Barbel Wookel of the former East 
Germany as the third back-to-back 
champions in the 200.

Armand Duplantis of Sweden won 
the Olympic gold medal in the pole 
vault. The 21-year-old clinched vic-
tory with a height of 6.02 meters and 
then raised the bar to 6.19 meters in 
a bid to break his own world record. 
Duplantis missed all three times 
when he tried to improve on the 
world record mark of 6.18 meters he 
set at Glasgow last year.

MEN'S SOCCER FINAL SET
Brazil and Spain each won to ad-

vance to men's soccer final with victo-
ries. Brazil is the defending Olympic 
champion. Spain hasn't won the tour-
nament since 1992 and last reached 
the final in 2000.

Brazil and Mexico were scoreless 
through regulation and extra time be-
fore Brazil advanced 4-1 
on penalty kicks. Mexico 
missed its first two at-
tempts. 

Spain and Japan also 
were scoreless through 
regulation. Spain's Mar-
cos Asenio scored the 
game winner in the 115th 
minute. 

MAKING WAVES
New Zealand's Lisa 

Carrington started her 
gold medal march in ca-
noe sprint with a pair of 
victories in the women's 
kayak single 200 and the 
kayak double 500.

Carrington has now 
won the 200 in three con-

secutive Olympics and hasn't lost an 
Olympic or world championship in 
the event in a decade. 

She teamed with Caitlin Regal to 
win the 500 less than an hour after her 
fourth race. Carrington raced four 
times Tuesday in heat and wind at 
the Sea Forest Waterway in the semi-
finals and finals of the two events.

She is also a medal favorite in the 
kayak 500 single and fours later this 
week.

SPLISH SPLASH
Xie Siyi and Wang Zongyuan gave 

China another 1-2 finish in Olympic 
diving, claiming gold and silver in 
men's 3-meter springboard. Xie broke 
down in tears when the scores for 
his final dive were posted, a string of 
9.0s and 9.5s that clinched the victory 
with 558.75 points. Wang came over to 
give his teammate a hug.



5Big Spring Herald
Tuesday, August 3, 2021

Cemetery Lots
Trinity Memorial Park
Garden of Sharon
Lot 100 Space 1&2
Valued @ $3,682.00
Selling for $2,500.00
Call (432) 550-5550

Help Wanted
Handyman repairs,
maintenance, painting around
house, yard, & pets. Diligent,
self-motivated, energetic
person. Flexible hours & days
including students. $11.-$15.
Per Hr. dependent
experience. 432-638-7738
BIG SPRING
URGENT CARE
has openings for
*Medical Assistant
*LVN
*Front Desk Receptionist
1700 W. FM 700
(432) 264-1911

Now Hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers with 1-2 years
experience. For more
information please call
432-631-1994

Help Wanted
Experienced Heavy
Equipment Operators!!

Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for
oilfield dirt work – multiple
open positions.

2+ years O&G experience
required. Dozer, blade,
crusher experience a plus.
Pay DOE. Health, vision, and
dental insurance 100% paid!

Apply in person:
9400 S. Service Rd,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more
information.

Landscaping Help Needed
Please call 432-213-0031

Help Wanted
New Hope Christian School
is hiring part-time teaching
assistants for the 2021-2022
school year.

Must have a High School
diploma or GED and be able
to pass background check
and drug screenings.

Apply in person at
118 Cedar Road.

Hampton Inn & Suites is
NOW HIRING
Call 432-806-6759

Experienced Tire Tech
Needed. Pick up application
at Tire Time 507 E 3rd St.,
Big Spring, TX. Starting pay
$15.00 hr and higher DOE.
40 hours weekly. Sundays
off. MUST BE ABLE TO
PASS DRUG TEST.
Contact Mike or Sarah.

Need heavy equipment
operator with CDL for
independent oil company in
Big Spring. Work close to
home. Competitive pay and
benefits. Call 432-238-8998.

Help Wanted
Need heavy equipment
operator with CDL for
independent oil company in
Big Spring. Work close to
home. Competitive pay and
benefits. Call 432-238-8998.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

Starting 8/1
Sign on Bonus for:

Nurse I-III (RN) 5,000.00
Licensed Vocational Nurse
(I-III)--3,500.00
PNA 2500.00

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or

432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
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(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.
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Sign on Bonus for:

Nurse I-III (RN) 5,000.00
Licensed Vocational Nurse
(I-III)--3,500.00
PNA 2500.00

or visit us at:
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Contact our Job Center
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online at
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Real Estate for Rent

Available after remodeling -
approx September.
Spacious 3 bdrm 2 bath,
Dining room.
PLUS Sunporch!
Big, Big Rooms!! $1,150.00 :
Credit Qualify,
See rear office at
611 South Runnels.

Real Estate for Rent
Mid Point Landing RV Park

Mobile Homes & Rv's
Available also Several
Open Spaces

Monthly Rates!

Call Tom 623-606-5898
Please Leave a Message!

Rentals Starting at $800.00
All Bills Paid!
Spaces $350.00
Call Oasis RV Park
432-517-0062 or
432-264-9907.

Services Offered

Lilies Landscapes and
Construction "Family
business established in
2014". Recently expanded to
the Big Spring area.

We specialize in landscaping,
design, maintenance, fence
building and types of
construction projects large or
small. "We've got you
covered from the grass up."
Call for a free estimate
325-261-0013

7 ways 
newspapers 

benefit 
students

   Classrooms have 
come a long way since 
the days when pioneer-
ing settlers would send 
their children to sin-
gle-room schoolhous-
es. Modern classrooms 
might be technical 
marvels, but one less 
flashy learning tool 

remains as valuable as 
ever.

   Newspapers might 
not be as glamorous as 
tablets or other gad-
gets, but they are still 
an invaluable resource 
to educators and stu-
dents. The following are 
seven ways in which 
newspapers in the 
classroom can benefit 
students.

1. Newspapers build 
vocabulary. Numerous 
studies have found that 
reading can improve 
youngsters’ vocabulary. 
Each day, newspapers 
are filled with fresh sto-
ries that can introduce 
kids to new words, 
helping them to 
strengthen their vocab-
ularies and make them 
more effective commu-
nicators.

   2. Newspapers 
improve reading skills. 
Like the old adage 
says, “Practice makes 
perfect.” Reading 
newspapers each day 
can help kids develop 
their reading and com-
prehension skills.

   3. Newspapers pro-
mote critical thinking. 
Newspaper reporters 
are trained to objec-
tively report the news, 
sharing facts without 
allowing their own opin-

ions to influence their 
stories. Educators can 
choose stories from the 
newspaper to serve as 
catalysts for discus-
sions that focus not 
just on the facts listed 
in the story, but what 
might be behind them. 
Such discussions can 
help youngsters devel-
op their critical thinking 
skills.

   4. Newspapers bring 
ideas and current 
events to life. Many 
children are aware of 
major world events, 
even if they don’t know 
or understand the 
details. Newspaper 
articles about world 
events can be used as 
avenues to discussions 
about what’s going on 
in the world.

 5. Newspapers build 
global awareness. 
Customized newsfeeds 
funneled through social 
media outlets can make 
it hard for young people 
to recognize and under-
stand the world beyond 
their own communities 
and interests. Each 
days, newspapers 
include local, national 
and international sto-
ries that can illustrate to 
kids that there’s a world 
beyond their own.

   6. Newspapers 
promote social con-
sciousness. Without 
newspapers, young 
people may never be 
exposed to the social 
issues facing their own 
communities or those 
issues that are affect-
ing people across the 
country and the world. 
Newspapers provide 
unbiased exposure to 
such issues, potentially 
leading youngsters to 
further explore topics 
that are shaping their 
world and even encour-
aging them to form their 
own opinions.

   7. Newspapers make 
learning fun. According 
to a 2017 report from 
Common Sense Me-
dia, kids younger than 
eight spend an average 
of two hours and 19 
minutes per day looking 
at screens. Newspa-
pers provide a welcome 
break from tablets, 
smartphones and com-
puters, and kids may-
have fun flipping pages 
and getting a little ink 
on their hands.

   Newspapers remain 
invaluable resources 
that can benefit 
students in myriad 
ways.

YARD 
SALE

Hidden Treasures? Junk? 
TOO much Miscellaneous around the House? 

Re-purpose your unwanted items!

Call 432-263-7331 TODAY!
Package Ads Starting at $30.00 

(Includes this yard sign, in Print & online publication)

** Basic Packages Available as well**

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.

If you’re thinking of finishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find free adult education classes 

near you by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.



PLUMBING

M-42884

G&M
Plumbing

Licensed
   & Insured

Randal Roach
           Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

Big Spring, TX 79721

11
72

7

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Surveillance

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860 28

78
50

CONCRETE
28

83
66

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya
432-894-0702

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING
Specializes in Trimming

 and Removal
Bonded and Insured

Herald Reader's Choice 2018
CALL Lupe

432-268-6406
432-213-1451
FREE ESTIMATE29

25
30

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX

GENERAL SERVICES

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates

DeLeon's Services

Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470      email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

DIRT SERVICES

CHARLES RAY
DIRT

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
 Cliche Dirt

30
58

43

432-399-4380

CARPET MAINT.

30
58

44

- 24/7 Emergency Service
- Carpet Cleaning
- (432)-264-0133
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432-267-7378

Your Ad HERE!! 
Ads Starting at 65.60 per Month

2021

Kenn Construction

Experts at handling your 
insurance claim 

locally owned & operated 
for over 35 years. 

Big Spring Herald 
Readers choice award 

for roofing and contracting multiple 
years in a row. 

 

432-267-2296
Kennconstr@basin-net.net

ROOFING REPLACEMENT

Roofs by
Nicholas

“THE ROOFING
COMPANY YOU

RELY ON!”
IN BUSINESS OVER 30 YEARS

520-7348
“WE’RE THE ROOFING COMPANY THE
PERMIAN BASIN RELIES ON TO PROTECT
THEIR HOMES AND BUSINESSES. CALL US
TODAY TO FIND OUT WHY!”
- DAN NICHOLAS

LOCALLY OWNED • FAMILY OPERATED
RELIABLE

ROOFSBYNICHOLAS.COM
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Getting a Career off 
Cruise Control

      Dear Annie: I've 
been working at the 
same car dealership 
for five years, since I 
graduated high school. 
When I started, it was 
just a job. I thought I 
would do this and then 
figure out what I really 
want to do. Then I start-
ed to make some mon-
ey, and I got decent at 
selling. A week turned 
into a month, which 
turned into a year, and 
here I am at 23.

   I got married last 
year, and my wife and 
I now have a 6-month-
old baby girl. She is 
the love of my life, and 
I wouldn't trade her for 
the world. But part of 
me regrets that I never 
went to college before 

starting a family. I don't 
want to be a car sales-
man my entire life.

   I'd really like to pur-
sue a degree and study 
business. I am only 23 
and know that I have a 
long way to go, but the 
past five years have 
flown by so quickly, 
and I want to make 
sure that I am not on a 
path I will regret. I love 
my daughter and her 
mother. I don't hate my 
job, but I can't imagine 
doing this for the rest of 
my life. What should I 
do? -- Stuck Salesman

      Dear Stuck: Car 
salesmen get a bad 
rap, but really, it's not 
an easy job. They 
have to be persistent, 
quick-thinking and good 
with people. If you 
have the finesse to be 

a good car salesman, 
you can probably do 
pretty much anything 
you set your mind to.

   Look into seeking 
a degree online or 
through a local college 
that offers night classes 
so you can continue 
working and supporting 
your family while laying 
the groundwork for a 
new career path. The 
U.S. News University 
Directory can match 
you to a reputable on-
line program that meets 
your needs.

   The skills you've 
honed over the past 
five years will take you 
far. With real-world ex-
perience plus a degree, 
you'll be firing on all 
cylinders.

      Dear Annie: I have 

two healthy, beautiful 
kids -- one boy, one 
girl.

    My daughter is 6, 
and she is really into 
reading. She can't 
wait to go to bed and 
devours her nighttime 
reading material. She 
was reading on her 
own before kindergar-
ten. She sounds out 
words and sits and lis-
tens and figures things 
out.

   But my son is 4 and 
can't sit still. I open a 
book and he gets up. 
When it's bedtime, he 
has zero interest in 
any of the books on his 
bookshelf. We've tried 
every book there is, 
from Dr. Seuss to Eric 
Carle to Shel Silver-
stein to Mo Willems.

   These kids have the 
same genes. How can 
one be so into books 
and the other want 
nothing to do with 
them? -- Reading Rain-
bro

      Dear Reading: 
You're raising siblings, 
not clones. Of course 
they won't have identi-
cal aptitudes.

   Although there's no 
definite "right" age by 
which all kids should 
be reading, it usually 
happens around age 
6. It sounds as if your 
daughter was a bit of a 
prodigy.

   As long as your son 
is in the healthy range 
of his age group and is 
getting a hang of the 
pre-reading fundamen-
tals (such as identify-

ing letters), he should 
be fine. Don't give up 
on trying to get him 
excited about books, 
though. Read to him for 
short periods of time to 
hold his interest. Pick 
stories about subjects 
he loves.

   Your son may never 
be the bookworm your 
daughter is, but the 
bottom line is he will go 
to college knowing how 
to read.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com. 

To find out more about Annie 
Lane and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate 

columnists and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate 

website at 
www.creators.com.
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Today is Tuesday, Aug. 3, the 
215th day of 2021. There are 150 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On August 3, 1936, Jesse Owens 
of the United States won the first of 
his four gold medals at the Berlin 
Olympics as he took the 100-meter 
sprint.

On this date:

In 1914, Germany declared war 
on France at the onset of World 
War I.

In 1949, the National Basketball 
Association was formed as a merg-
er of the Basketball Association 
of America and the National 
Basketball League.

In 1966, comedian Lenny Bruce, 
whose raunchy brand of satire and 
dark humor landed him in trouble 
with the law, was found dead in his 
Los Angeles home; he was 40.

In 1972, the U.S. Senate ratified 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty 
between the United States and the 
Soviet Union. (The U.S. unilaterally 
withdrew from the treaty in 2002.)

In 1981, U.S. air traffic controllers 
went on strike, despite a warning 
from President Ronald Reagan 
they would be fired, which they 
were.

In 1993, the Senate voted 96-to-
three to confirm Supreme Court 
nominee Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

In 1994, Arkansas carried out 
the nation’s first triple execution 
in 32 years. Stephen G. Breyer 
was sworn in as the Supreme 
Court’s newest justice in a private 

ceremony at Chief Justice William 
H. Rehnquist’s Vermont summer 
home.

In 2004, the Statue of Liberty 
pedestal in New York City 
reopened to the public for the first 
time since the 9/11 attacks.

In 2005, fourteen Marines from a 
Reserve unit in Ohio were killed in 
a roadside bombing in Iraq.

In 2014, Israel withdrew most of 
its ground troops from the Gaza 
Strip in an apparent winding down 
of a nearly monthlong operation 
against Hamas that had left more 
than 1,800 Palestinians and more 
than 60 Israelis dead.

In 2018, Las Vegas police said 
they were closing their investiga-
tion into the Oct. 1 shooting that 
left 58 people dead at a country 
music festival without a definitive 
answer for why Stephen Paddock 
unleashed gunfire from a hotel 
suite onto the concert crowd.

In 2019, a gunman opened fire at 
a Walmart store in El Paso, Texas, 
leaving 22 people dead; prosecu-
tors said Patrick Crusius targeted 
Mexicans in hopes of 
scaring Latinos into 
leaving the U.S., and 
that he had outlined 
the plot in a screed 
published online 
shortly before the 
attack. (A man who 
was wounded in the 
shooting died in April 
2020 after months in 
the hospital, raising 
the death toll to 23. 
Crusius has pleaded 
not guilty to state 
murder charges; he 
also faces federal hate 

crime and gun charges.)

Ten years ago: Former Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak denied 
all charges against him as he went 
on trial for alleged corruption and 
complicity in the deaths of protest-
ers who’d helped drive him from 
power. (Mubarak and his security 
chief were sentenced to life in 
prison for failing to prevent the 
killing of hundreds of protesters; 
they were cleared by a higher court, 
but Mubarak was later sentenced 
to three years for corruption.) The 
Muscular Dystrophy Association 
announced that Jerry Lewis was 
no longer its national chairman 
and would not be appearing on the 
Labor Day telethon. Former NFL 
star and actor Bubba Smith died 
at age 66.

Five years ago: President Barack 
Obama cut short the sentences of 
214 federal inmates, including 67 
life sentences, in what the White 
House called the largest batch of 
commutations on a single day in 
more than a century. An Emirates 
Boeing 777 crash-landed in Dubai 
and caught fire; all 300 people on 
board survived, but one firefighter 
was killed.

One year ago: The St. Louis 
Cardinals became the second team 
sidelined by the coronavirus since 
the shortened baseball season 
began July 23; seven Cardinals 
players and six staff members 
tested positive, causing the team’s 
four-game series at Detroit to be 
postponed. (The Miami Marlins 
would resume play the following 
day after missing a week of games.) 
A Norwegian cruise ship line halted 
all trips after a coronavirus out-
break on one ship infected more 
than 40 people on board, most of 
them crew members; the cruise 
line had been one of the first com-
panies to resume sailing during the 
pandemic.

Today’s Birthdays: Football 
Hall of Fame coach Marv Levy 
is 96. Singer Tony Bennett is 95. 
Actor Martin Sheen is 81. College 
and Pro Football Hall of Famer 
Lance Alworth is 81. Lifestyle 
guru Martha Stewart is 80. Singer 
Beverly Lee (The Shirelles) is 80. 
Movie director John Landis is 
71. Actor JoMarie Payton is 71. 
Actor Jay North (TV: “Dennis 
the Menace”) is 70. Hockey Hall-
of-Famer Marcel Dionne is 70. 
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SUDOKU 
Today’s Answers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending 
puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using 
the numeric clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you name, the 
easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Uranian Angle on 
Openness
    Openness grows 
minds. Ideas flourish and 
multiply in the spirit of 
possibility. Exponential in-
tellectual advantage goes 
to the curious. A Venus 
trine to Uranus speaks 
to the fickle aspects of 
open-mindedness too, 
reminding us that one 
day’s good ideas are the 
next day’s old news. A 
Mercury square hits home 
the point: Strike while the 
iron is hot.
    ARIES (March 21-April 
19). Luck may come 
to the young beginner, 
but good fortune is like 
a sparkler in the hand; 
a quick-burning excite-
ment, insignificant next to 
the resounding boom of 
triumph. Triumph belongs 
strictly to those who 
endure.
    TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). Action prevails. Ac-
tion is a difference in the 
world. Action is education. 
Action forges the char-
acter. The words won’t 
flow easily today and that 
is for the best. Anything 
that would be said will be 
done instead.
    GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). The thing that 
seemed so modern in 
one era becomes laugh-
ably retro. That used to 
happen over the course 
of years and now it’s a 
seasonal growth. Your ef-
forts to keep up with it will 
provide fun and advan-
tages.
    CANCER (June 22-
July 22). When in public, 
others come first and you 
come second. This is the 
glue that holds polite soci-
ety together. You are not 
afraid to assert yourself 
when it’s necessary, but 
most of the time it’s not -- 
and that’s so nice.
    LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
It’s the conundrum of the 
modern world -- spend-
ing big on what’s entirely 
unnecessary. So much of 
what you’re willing to pay 
for today is actually free. 
Challenge yourself to 
keep your money and cut 
something out.
    VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Relationships are 
as strong as what they 
have in common. Bonds 
form over a shared goal, 
ritual or cause. If noth-
ing comes up organi-
cally, these things can be 
artificially instated to good 
effect, as long as every-
one is invested.
    LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Whether you’re the 
recipient or the giver, a 
random act of kindness 
will elicit a natural high. 
Likely, you’ll be both. You 
enjoy figuring out how to 
help and delight others. 
It always comes back to 
you in some form.
    SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). The path to the 
land of deeply interesting 
things runs right through 
the forest of shiny ob-
jects. The trick is to keep 
moving past, eyes ahead. 
Don’t stop, and definitely 
don’t veer. Ever-forward.
    SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). It has 
sometimes felt as though 
the Fates were against 
you, though perhaps they 

were just 
projecting 
a few more 

moves into 
the future 
than you 
were able 
to see. In 
any regard, 
you’re 
perfectly 
aligned.

    CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). To dream of the 
day in which you do what 
makes your heart sing 
is dangerous business. 
“Doing you” isn’t the kind 
of dream you should wait 
to accomplish. Engage in 
your joyful activities daily.
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll knuckle 
down to a project you 
thought would already be 
in your rearview. Better 
late than never. Giving up 
isn’t an option to you. For 
this reason, life’s timing, 
however far-off of your 
own it may seem, won’t 
disappoint.
    PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). The 
beauty that appears so 
far away is actually in the 
small network of electric 
impulses sparking inside 
you as you push your 
senses into the world. It 
takes less than a millisec-
ond to travel to your place 
of wonder and delight.
    TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Aug. 3). This solar return 
highlights relationships. 
You’ll be well-loved! Your 
tenderness draws many 
close to your heart; some 
will have the privilege of 
entry. You’ll gain advan-
tage in a competitive 
arena. You’ll be surprised, 
inspired and benefited 
with teammates who work 
as hard as you for the 
group prize. Gemini and 
Virgo adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 13, 2, 
19, 44 and 42.
    DEVELOP YOUR 
INTUITION, AQUARIUS: 
The second to the last 
sign of the zodiac is a 
social creature and duty-
bound to connect with hu-
manity in the style of the 
water-bearer symbol with 
whom this sign is associ-
ated. It’s a life-fortifying, if 
not a lifesaving, role. And 
because Aquarius senses 
his or her importance to 
society, this sign is often 
not shy about sharing 
intuition in the form of 
social discourse. Aquarius 
quite naturally picks up on 
people’s moods and re-
flects them back as a way 
of inviting communion. 
But it goes deeper than 
that. Aquarius is known 
to make comments out 
of the blue that strike a 
chord of resonance in oth-
ers. Aquarius will random-
ly choose conversational 
topics that are coinciden-
tally what is on the mind, 
heart and schedule of an-
other person, and/or bring 
up matters of uncanny 
coincidence. Aquarius will 
serendipitously run into 
just the person who most 
can benefit from the ef-
fervescent energy of this 
sign.
    For Aquarius to maxi-
mize this gift, this sign 
must first acknowledge it 
and embrace the role of 
inter-dimensionality that 
Aquarius plays. Read 
about the collective un-
conscious; study dreams 
and archetypes. Learn 
about channeling. Pursu-
ing these areas of inter-
est will quickly augment 
Aquarius’ intuitive talents.
     CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Martha Stewart 
was born when the moon 
was in Sagittarius, the 
sign of sophistication and 
worldly influence. Mercu-
ry, the planet of commu-
nication and day-to-day 
events, was in Cancer, 
the sign of domesticity. 
Stewart’s natal stars are 
beautifully reflected in 
her life mission to bring 
beauty, new ideas, a 
fresh eye and abundant 
creativity into the homes 
of people everywhere.
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