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CASA of West Texas was established in 1990 in order to 
represent abused children in court as an umbrella agency 
under Centers for Children and Families, later to become 
independent in 2000. Approaching their 30th an-
niversary soon, CASA continues to serve chil-
dren that are removed from their homes due to 
severe child abuse and neglect. 

“There are many ways you can fulfill our 
needs here at CASA,”  CASA’s Volunteer Re-
cruitment and Marketing Specialist Hope 
Stalder said. “Our children are always desper-
ate for more volunteers, donations are appreci-
ated, or just helping us spread the word in any 
way you can is also always an incredible way 
to help our organization.”

During times of disarray, sometimes a CASA 
is the only stable entity in a child’s life, which solidifies 
the importance of CASA’s work. CASA (or Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocates) are appointed by a judge to serve as 
the child’s Guardian Ad Litem, in order to advocate for the 
child’s best interest. A CASA volunteer will serve as the 

Guardian Ad Litem for 12-18 months, or possibly longer de-
pendent upon the circumstances considered.

Children in the foster care system are much more suscep-
tible to fall through the cracks of the overburdened child wel-
fare system when a CASA volunteer is not available. CASA of 

West Texas has grown to serve several counties 
including Midland, Howard, Martin, Dawson, 
Gaines, Andrews and Glasscock Counties. Of 
those seven counties, Howard County is the sec-
ond largest county CASA serves, according to 
Stalder. Last year alone, CASA provided advo-
cacy to 130 children in the Howard County area.

“We need a strong presence in this commu-
nity for these victims. We are extremely blessed 
to have the community support that we do – we 
couldn’t have made it this far without it,” she 
said.

According to Stalder, CASA is hosting two 
CASA Information Sessions in January 2021. The first infor-
mation session will be held on Jan. 6, 2021 with the second 
being held on Jan. 20. Both will be from 12 – 1 p.m. virtually. 
The information sessions will cover what it takes to become 

See CASA, Page 3

Businesses in a pandemic: 
Adjusting to the needs of the community, building partnerships

Spare a thought for local charities in the area: 
CASA of West Texas

Editor’s Note: Goode Party 
Events and Sign Dreamers 
Big  Spring was featured 
earlier this year as one of 
the businesses who spoke on 
launching their business in 
a pandemic. This story is a 
follow up on these two busi-
nesses as to how the pandem-
ic had an impact on them 
and what they are doing to 
adjust in this uncertain time.

By AMANDA DUFORAT
Managing Editor 

Small businesses have 
been feeling the brunt of the 
pandemic hit  over the past 
several months, as they dealt 
with statewide shutdowns, 
and limited occupancy re-
strictions. 

Goode opened her her busi-
ness on Dec. 14, 2019 offer-
ing inflatables as a way to 

provide activities for the 
youth in the community 
to take part in. Shortly af-
ter the launch of her busi-
ness, the ideas began to flow 
as business began to pickup 
even in the midst of a grow-
ing pandemic. In addition 
to the inflatables, she added 
display yard signs to help 
families celebrate special 
occasions and accomplish-

ments.
“It’s hard to believe we 

have reached the first year 
of business already,” Goode 
said. “We started out with 
the inflatables and decided to 
transition out of the inflata-
bles and move into a 

See PARTY, Page 3

Upcoming Events

Howard County 
Commissioners 

Meeting
January 4

at
3:30 p.m.

County Courthouse

City offices available 
by appointment 

or electronic 
communication only

Silver Wings Ball
Jan. 30, 2021

The Club at Silver 
Hills

5:30 p.m. cocktails
6:45 p.m. dinner, 

City, County, and 
other local businesses 
will be closed for New 

Years Day Friday, 
Jan. 1

Courtesy photos

Goode Party Events hosted a Pancakes with Santa event as an opportunity 
for kids in the community to visit with Santa and enjoy a few more holi-
day activities this year. 

Quilt of Valor
Bill Myers honored for his service

HERALD photo/Amanda Duforat

Bill Myers was surrounded by loved ones as he was pre-
sented with a Quilt of Valor by Veteran Mike Tarpley.

By AMANDA DUFORAT
Managing Editor 

Every veteran who made the choice to serve their 
country helped pave the path of freedom that our 
nation is able to enjoy to this day. Each veteran has 
a unique story to tell and carries a badge of honor 
for their service that is etched on their hearts. Last 
weekend, the most recent recipient of a Quilt of 
Valor – Bill Myers with Myers and Smith – was the 
guest of honor in a Quilt of Valor ceremony as he 
was honored for his service.

“About 10 years ago I received a quilt in the mail, 
and I remember thinking I didn’t order this. I 
opened it up and there was nice note in it. It touched 

See QUILT, Page 3
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Take Note
• West Texas Centers will be hosting the Janu-

ary 2021 Mental Health First Aid training classes 
twice in January. The classes will be held on Jan. 
26, 2021 for Adult Mental Health First Aid, and 
Jan.  28, 2021 for Youth Mental Health First Aid . 
Both classes will be virtual. 

• A gofund me page for Ed Flores, who recently 
tested positive for coronavirus  and was recently 
transferred to Lubbock. Donations are requested 
to help with medical bills and travel expenses so 
his wife can be close with him. Ed worked with 
Shroyer for about 25 years and 87 Auto Sale as a 
mechanic; he has always been willing to help out 
people even when they didn’t have enough money 
to pay him. Donations can be made at GoFundMe 
by Monica Medina. For more information on how 
to help, e-mail jessemonica1234@gmail.com or call 
432-517-7675.

•  Isaiah 58’s last distribution will be Dec. 15 from 
9 a.m. until 11 a.m. The food pantry will be closed 
for the holiday season, through the end of the year 
beginning Dec. 21. through January 5, 2021. 

• The City of Big Spring recently announced that 
due to a recent increase in COVID-19 cases, all in-
door city-owned rental facilities including our ven-
ue, The Big Spring Municipal Auditorium, will be 
closed for the rest of the year. With this announce-
ment and with no other venue options that will 
properly social distance our musicians, we will be 
unable to kick off our season on Dec. 19 with our 
“Holiday Spectacular” Concert. Be watching our 
Facebook page, Symphony website (Bigspringsym-
phony.org), the Big Spring Herald, KBYG and KBST 
for further details and a new kick-off date for our 
season, appropriately entitled, “The Versatile Big 
Spring Symphony”. Thank you for your continued 
support and patience as we navigate through these 
unusual times. We hope to see you very soon. May 
you and your family stay safe and healthy through 
the rest of this Holiday Season! 

• The Howard County Courthouse will only be 
open by appointment. All doors except the handi-
capped entrance located on the west side of the 
building will be locked. All who enter will be 
screened following Covid guidelines. Face masks 
are required for all who enter. 

• City of Big Spring offices have moved to by ap-
pointment only or electronic communication only. 
Contact information for all departments can be 
found on the city website at mybigspring.com. 

• Forsan Food Pantry will be open twice a month 
from  4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. Families who are in need 
can pull up to the front doors of the Junior High/
High School and receive a free box of pre-packed 
meals. If you have any questions or need to pick 
up a box at a different time, contact Kaci Wash at 
432-457-2223 ext 821 or Jenny Sayles at jennysales@
yahoo.com. 

• Cub Scouts meet Monday from 6:30 p.m. until 
7:30 p.m. at Naz Family Church, located at 1400 S. 
Lancaster. 

• Howard County Republican Club meets the 
second Monday of each month at 421 Main Street. 
Everyone is welcome. The meeting takes place at 
Noon. For more information call 432-213-7628. 

• A new group named Taking Care of Business has 
started in Howard County. It is made up of people 
of all ages and genders who want to be better than 
they are. The focus of the fledgling organization is 
to engage in meaningful discussions that promote 
personal growth. Additionally, the organization 
will plan and execute worthwhile activities within 
the community. There is no membership fee and 
attendance is not taken. The only requirements 
are that you be positive or want to be more positive 
than you are, consider yourself to be a good person 
but want to be better than you are, and that you 
have a desire to help others be better too. Childcare 
is available during the discussion time if you let 
us know. Topics to be avoided include Religion and 
Politics, though we can dance around them.

Taking Care of Business is being sponsored 
by the local Masons and it meets in the Masonic 
Lodge on the court square. It is not necessary that 
you have any masonic affiliation to participate in 
this Growth Group. All Covid-19 safety protocols 
will be followed as defined by local, state, and fed-
eral authorities.   At this time refreshments will 
not be served but you are welcome to bring your 
own and not share. The meetings take place at 219 
South Main Big Spring, Texas. For more informa-
tion write to Colonel.Allen.M.Morris@Gmail.com 
or just come to the meeting.

 • The Life Center in Big Spring is helping moms 
and dads with a Diaper Day Giveaway! Call for a 
five minute phone appointment and a pickup time 
for free diapers, wipes and formula. 432-606-5041.

• The Senior Supper Club has come out of hiber-
nation to resume its normal Tuesday evening din-
ners. The Come-One-Come-All group will be meet-
ing on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and orders will be placed 
around 5:30 p.m. after much socializing from a 
distance. The Senior Supper Club is an informal 
group of folks from Howard County who meet at 
least weekly and sometimes more for Dutch-Treat 
food at different area restaurants.  Sometimes the 
group also meets for cards, dominoes, or desserts 
and fellowship.  For more information, contact Col-
onel.Allen.M.Morris@Gmail.com.

• St. Vincent de Paul will be open the following 
dates beginning November 2020. Food distribution 
will take place the second Thursday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and other assistance 
will be suspended at this time, but will resume 
on Dec. 17. Distributions will take place at 1009 
Hearn at SVDP Building. In December 2020, the 
food distribution will continue the 2nd Thursday as 
scheduled. SVDP will be closed from December 18 
through January 7, 2021. 

• Permian Basin Multiple Sclerosis Support 
Group for information, encouragement and sup-
port. The group meets monthly on the Second Sat-
urday of each month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Holiday Inn Express at 5321 John Ben Sheppard 
Parkway, Odessa. If you or someone you know has 
been touched by MS, or if you are just interested 
in more information please feel to contact Gary 
Tidwell at garylteagle1987@gmail.com.

• VFW Post 2013 meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. New members are being sought. 
The Post is located at 500 Driver Rd. Qualified vet-
erans, those who have served in a foreign war, who 
are interested in joining the VFW are encouraged 
to attend a meeting to find out more information.

Odessa TxDOT crew members will be on shift 
work throughout this winter storm event. Con-
ditions vary widely across the 12-county Odessa 
District at this time. Overnight weather is ex-
pected to dramatically change driving conditions 
across the district and across the state.

If driving is a must, motorists are asked to use 
extreme caution, especially on New Year’s Eve. 
If celebrating in public, please do so responsibly. 
Have a designated driver who doesn’t drink or 
arrange for a ride in some other manner. Please 
do not mix alcohol with trying to drive in winter 
weather. That can be a deadly combination.

The National Weather Service is predicting 
heavy snow along the Interstate 10 corridor and 
in areas south of there. A lesser amount of snow 
is expected across most of the rest of the district. 

It is important to remember that there will be 
patches of ice on the road as areas drop below 
freezing tonight. Any moisture on the road may 
freeze overnight and created slick spots on the 
road. Drivers need to continue to drive with ex-
treme caution since it is impossible to prevent ice 
in every location despite round-the clock efforts 
of crews.

Crews will continue to treat overpasses and 
bridges in an effort to prevent a buildup of ice. 
Other materials may also be used as the situation 
calls for it.

Snow can be packed and become ice as it melts 
from traffic and then refreezes overnight. Loca-
tions that were relatively problem-free Wednes-
day afternoon can be much different during the 
rest of this storm event as precipitation and traf-
fic patterns change.

Driving conditions across the state can be found 
at www.drivetexas.org.

It is impossible to treat all roads, and motorists 
should drive as if no road has been treated. It is 
advisable that motorists double commute times if 
they must travel. Here are some basic driving tips 
for winter weather:

• Clear all snow and ice from windows to ensure 
proper visibility before driving.

•  Slow down. Speed limits are meant for opti-
mal driving conditions. Smart winter driving re-
quires driving to existing conditions.

•  Allow more room to stop. It is always possible 
that hitting ice will lengthen stopping distances.

•  Allow more room between you and other ve-
hicles.

•  Do not use cruise control.
•  If you start to skid, take your foot off the gas 

and steer where you want to go.
•  Never slam on the brakes. Always use brakes 

gradually (again this lengthens stopping distanc-
es).

•  Make sure your vehicle is maintained prop-
erly.

• Remember that bridges often ice over faster 
than other roads and that shady spots take longer 
to thaw.

TxDOT addresses 
weather concerns
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Alvin Marin, 83, died 
Thursday.  Visitation 
9:00 AM until 9:00 PM 
January 10, 2020 with 
a vigil service at 7:00 
PM at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.  Funeral ser-
vice at 10:00 January 
11, 2020.

Marcelino Rangel, 
86, of died Monday.  
Viewing and visita-
tion will be at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home 
on Sunday, January 3, 
2021 from 9:00 AM to 
9:00 PM with a vigil at 
7:00 PM. Services will 
be at 10:00 AM at Holy 
Trinity Catholic 
Church on Monday, 
January 4, 2021. Burial 
will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Irma Chapa, 56, died 
Monday.  Viewing and 
visitation will be 
Monday, January 4, 
2021 from 9:00 AM to 
9:00 PM with a vigil 
service at 7:00 PM. 

Funeral service will be 
Tuesday, January 5, 
2021 at 10:00 AM at the 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Burial will be 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

M a u r i c i o 
Hernandez,66 of Big 
Spring died December 
17, 2020.  Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

Sheri Bailey, 51, died 
Monday.  The family 
will receive friends 
from 11am-9pm on 
Friday, January 1, 
2021 at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.  The 
funeral service will be 
Saturday, January 2, 
2021 at 11am at 
Cornerstone Covenant 
Church.  Interment 
will follow at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Jackie Murphree, 53, 
died Monday.  No ser-
vices will be held.

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $9.00 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-20

305588

We invite you to join our live streamed 
Worship Service this Sunday!

AliveinChrist Facebook Page
Sunday

Bible Study: 9:30am
Worship: 10:30am

Wednesday Night
Supper: 5:30pm

Bible Study: 6:30pm
2805 Lynn Dr.                    (432) 264-7818
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Let Us Shed
Light On Your

Electrical
Problems

Servicing 
Customers Within 

 80 Miles of
Big Spring, TX

Is Your Home Ready For Winter? Call Us Today!
   Hours of Operation: Mon-Fri. 7:30am-5pm
     www.jncelectricllc.com   (432) 242-6002

Electrical Services: Residential • Commercial • Wiring & Repairs
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Happy Holidays Everyone!
Come Shop the NEW
and Improved Chalet!

Hours of Operation:
Tuesday-Saturday • 10am-1pm

(432) 263-0528                                        115 E. 2nd St.
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PARTY
Continued from Page 1

structure building.”
The transition to an actual store front came in 

August, and according to Goode, the switch was 
like opening a new business. With the opening of 
the business doors, another switch occurred and 
the services took on a new direction. As business 
picked up, transitions were needed in order for ser-
vice to the community to continue in a quality way. 

“We decided to change direction due to work pick-
ing up again and my husband was getting back into 
his busy schedule. I couldn’t do everything myself 
as the water slides alone are couple hundreds of 
pounds,” Goode said. 

While her husband’s work was picking up, the 
winter months were drawing near, which served 
up the perfect opportunity for a business shift. In 
opening a facility, the activities would be able to 
continue through the colder weather and provide 
expanded services for the community to enjoy. 

“I prayed and told God if this was meant to be it 
the pieces would fall into place. Next thing I knew I 
saw a ‘For Lease’ sign and called,” she said. “When 
I walked inside, the vision became real so we took 
the risk and signed.”

While signing for a new business lease may be 
a crazy move during the middle of a pandemic, 
it was a leap of faith for Goode and her family, as 
she knew she was stepping out to serve the com-
munity and follow a direction she had been given. 
As preparation began for the new business, final 
details were put in place and the doors to Good 
Party Events officially opened in September. The 
partnerships continued to flow in as Goode Party 
Events joined with The Joyful Season event and 
featured her characters and promoted her services 
at one of the first community events that took place 
this year. 

“We pushed out 25-30 characters during that 
weekend and it was amazing. We had people come 

from out of state and 
stayed in a hotel just to 
come and bring their chil-
dren,” she said.  

While the best laid plans 
always seem to change be-
fore they come to fruition, 

Goode can attest to that. The initial plan was to 
have a place for kids to hangout after school, but 
the vision and the hectic life of families -even in a 
pandemic – came to mind. 

“We were still new and most parents are busy af-
ter school between practices, homework, dinner, 
etc. So, I just started planning some small events 
for the kids to attend,” she said. “We needed some-
thing a little bit different. We ran with that think-
ing and since then we have done Pizza with the 
Turtles, Halloween cookie decorating, Popcorn 
and pajamas. Just small things for families to come 
and hangout and spend time with each other.”

She continued, “There are times things are super 
packed and others not so much, but I’m learning 
that’s how business works! We just recently did a 
small gathering Downtown with the bubble ma-
chine and characters after the parade. It was cold 
and rainy but so much fun. Even the adults we’re 
in the bubbles!”

Even in the downtimes, Goode doesn’t give up 
hope for she sees the silver lining. Through the 
support of her family, friends and the community, 
her efforts and the drive to continue is supported. 

“The best reward is to see the children light up 
and the happiness you see in their eyes. That’s is 
all that matters to me,” she said. “I have a purpose 
in my life and it is to make a positive difference. I 
went and did some visits with families that didn’t 
get to trick or treat and the kids were so excited to 
see a character bring them a bag! It’s the smallest 
thing that matters the most to our children.”

Goode Party Events offers a wide range of ser-
vices, from party venue, to games and an area for 
youth to safely hang out for a few hours, and party 
services. The physical location offers tvs, arcade 
style games, air hockey, foosball, board games, 
pool table, just a mix of things for entertainment. 
There are more than 50 characters that can show 
up to your party as well; yard signs are still avail-
able. As for community events, there are paint par-
ties on the books and more activities, events and 
services are being added as the days roll by. As the 
pandemic continues, with no certainty of it letting 
up, Goode encourages small businesses to keep 
leaning into the support from the community and 
the other small businesses.

“Hang in there. I know that we are still going 

See PARTY2, Page 4

QUILT
Continued from Page 1

me pretty good to get that out of the blue, and since 
then I have developed a good relationship with the 
ladies who make the quilts. They send them to me 
and I get to pick who gets them.” 

The Quilt of Valor presented to Myers was the 
69th quilt local Veteran and Quilt of Valor Present-
er Mike Tarpley has had the honor of presenting to 
a fellow veteran.  

Quilts of Valor Foundation is a national organiza-
tion founded in 2003 by a “Blue Star” mom, Cath-
erine Roberts. The idea of finding a way to provide 
comfort for veterans came to her while her son was 
deployed in Iraq. While he was deployed, she con-
stantly felt 10 seconds away from panic and those 
feelings turned into quilt making. 

Since the founding of the organization, more 
than 140,000 quilts have been awarded in the Unit-
ed States, Germany, Iraq and Afghanistan. With 
each quilt the mission to honor service members 
and veterans is fulfilled - one human-being reach-
ing out and touching another without judgement, 
reaching out with acceptance and with acknowl-
edgement of service to our nation in very trying 
circumstances.

The quilts are made up of three layers: the top 
with its many colors, shapes and fabrics represent 
the community and the many individuals we are; 
the batting - filler - is the center of the quilt, its 

warmth. 
“This second layer represents the hope that this 

quilt will bring warmth, comfort, peace and heal-
ing to the individual who receives it,” Tarpley said 
during the presentation. 

The backing is the final layer and it represents 
strength that supports the other layers. It repre-
sents the strength of the recipient, the support of 
his or her family, communities and nation. Each of 
the stitches holding the layers together represent 
love, gratitude and sometimes the tears of the mak-
er. Each quilt represents the three-part message 
from the givers to the recipient. 

“We honor you for your service. We honor you 
for leaving all you hold dear and to stand in harm’s 
way in a time of crisis, protecting us from the ef-
fects of war,” Tarpley said. “Next, we know that 
freedom is not free. The cost of freedom is the dedi-
cation of lives of men and women like you, and this 
quilt is meant to say thank you for your sacrifice.” 

He continued, “Finally, this quilt is meant to of-
fer comfort to you and to remind you that although 
your family and friends cannot be with you at all 
times, you are forever in our thoughts and hearts.”

Myers served in Vietnam from 1968-1969 arriving 
a few days after the Tet Offensive. He served as a 
combat medic in the 1st Battalion 5th Mechanized 
Infantry in an area west of Saigon over to Cambo-
dia. 

His battalion would conduct sweeps during the 
day, ambush patrol at night and run convoys. 

“We saw a lot of action, a lot of combat and lost 
a lot of men. We had a lot who came home injured 
for life,” Myers said. “I was blessed; I was never 
injured. The platoon I served in, there was myself 
and one sergeant who was never hurt. When I be-
came a senior aide man, on several occasions, the 
entire command group was hurt, but I never was. 
There were several occasions all the rest of them 
were.”

As almost any veteran would, Myers described 
his experience as one he doesn’t regret.  His ser-
vice to our nation is one he holds dear and is proud 
to have walked. 

“I wouldn’t want to do it again, but as we say if a 
division of Chinese infantry was coming up High-
way 87, the Vietnam vets would be the first to meet 
them,” he said. 

After the presentation, Myers extended his grati-
tude to those who were in attendance for the short 
ceremony. As each family member, co-worker and 
friend who was there extended their appreciation 
and gratitude to Myers for his service, they left 
a piece of themselves as they gently touched his 
quilt.

“I can’t say what this means to me. I thought I 
was going to cry, and I don’t cry,” Myers said. “I 
am overwhelmed with this honor.”

Amanda Duforat is the Managing Editor at the 
Big Spring Herald. To contact her, email editor@
bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331. 
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Merry Christmas!

Big Spring Education 
Employees Federal Credit Union

• Vehicle rates as low as 2.75%      • Personal loans as low as 5.3%
Don’t forget we also offer Share Secured Loans!
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3-
55

93

Refinance your vehicle with us today and save BIG!
Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

Ask about our Stress-Free Auto Loans!

CASA
Continued from Page 1

a CASA volunteer and the basics. There will also be a virtual volunteer train-
ing on Feb. 2, 2020. 

“For anyone who is looking to make a difference in the life of a child in the 
new year, this is the perfect opportunity,” Stalder said. 

If you are interested in volunteering and making a difference, contact Hope 
Stalder at 432-683-1114. 

Iris Rangel is a Staff Writer at the Big Spring Herald. To contact her, email 
reporter@bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331.

PARTY2
Continued from Page 3

through a tough and stressful time, but we re-
ally do have an amazing community that loves the 
small businesses,” Goode said. 

Two of the recently established partnerships 
for Goode Party Events is one with Skateland Re-
loaded and another with Cornerstone Covenant 
Church. In an effort to provide some Christmas 
cheer and an opportunity for the youth to get out 
and celebrate with friends and other youth, Goode 
Party Events brought along some special guests 
and helped host a Christmas Party at Skateland 

Reloaded. Following the skate party, special guests 
made an appearance at a community outreach 
event hosted by Cornerstone Covenant Church. 

“To see what they did for the community is just 
simply amazing. It is very important that we as 
small businesses support each other cause we can 
make such an amazing impact in our community, 
especially in this time of the pandemic,” she said. 

Part of building good working partnerships in the 
community is offering support to other business. 
Goode has found that through the support of other 
organizations and community members, her busi-
ness has also received support which has in turn 
resulted in growth and sustainability even during 
these months dealing with pandemic restrictions. 

“I have some big plans in the works for 2021 and I 
am so excited to see what all will unfold. The com-
munity better get ready,” she said. 

Goode added, “I want to thank every single per-
son who has attended one of our events, helped 
spread the word about us, used any of our services 
or contributed to what we are doing in any form or 
fashion. We are so grateful for all the support; we 
know we wouldn’t be here today without all of the 
support. Thank you once again, we truly love our 
community.”

Amanda Duforat is the Managing Editor at the 
Big Spring Herald. To contact her, e-mail editor@
bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331. 

www.bigspringherald.com

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — President-elect Joe Biden criticized the Trump 
administration Tuesday for the pace of distributing COVID-19 vaccines and 
predicted that "things will get worse before they get better" when it comes to 
the pandemic. 

"We need to be honest — the next few weeks and months are going to be very 
tough, very tough for our nation. Maybe the toughest during this entire pan-
demic," Biden said during remarks in Wilmington, Delaware on Tuesday.

His comments come as the coronavirus pandemic has killed more than 
336,000 Americans, with experts warning holiday travel and gatherings could 
precipitate yet another spike in virus cases even as the virus has already been 
surging in states nationwide. 

Biden encouraged Americans to "steel our spines" for challenges to come and 
predicted that "things are going to get worse before they get better."

He also went after the Trump administration over its vaccination efforts, 
warning that the project, dubbed Operation Warp Speed, is moving at a slower 
pace than needed.

"As I long feared and warned the effort to distribute and administer the vac-
cine is not progressing as it should," he said.

Earlier this month, Trump administration officials said they planned to have 
20 million doses of the vaccine distributed by the end of the year. But according 
to data provided by the Centers for Disease Control, just over 11.4 million doses 
have been distributed and only 2.1 million people have received their first dose.

At the current pace, Biden said, "it's gonna take years, not months, to vacci-
nate the American people."

President Donald Trump deflected Biden's critique. "It is up to the States to 
distribute the vaccines once brought to the designated areas by the Federal 
Government," he tweeted Tuesday.

Biden criticizes pace of vaccine 
rollout, vows to accelerate
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AUSTIN – The Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) today announced that the waiver on expira-
tion dates for driver licenses (DLs) and identifica-
tion cards (IDs) ends on April 14, 2021. Customers 
who need to renew are urged to make an appoint-
ment today. 

The waiver, granted by Governor Greg Abbott 
in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic, applied 
to DLs, commercial DLs, commercial learner per-
mits, ID cards and election identification certifi-
cates that expired on or after March 13, 2020. 

Expanded office hours 
To assist customers needing DL services, desig-

nated offices will be offering expanded hours from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 7 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Friday, starting on Jan. 4. Ap-
pointments are already being accepted for the addi-
tional hours. The participating offices were select-
ed based on the volume of customer transactions. 

In addition, this Saturday, Dec. 19, is the last day 
for Saturday appointments, which are still avail-
able at many locations across the state. 

Online renewals still a convenient option

Many Texans are eligible to skip the trip to the 
office entirely by renewing their DL/ID card or 
changing their address online at Texas.gov. Cus-
tomers can also renew by phone at 1-866-357-3639 
(1-866-DL-RENEW). The requirements and cost for 
online and phone renewal are the same as in-per-
son transactions.

Scheduling an appointment
DPS launched a new appointment solution when 

DL offices reopened in May, and all services are 
now conducted by appointment only. (DL offices 
have implemented several COVID-19 protocols to 
ensure a safe environment.) To schedule an ap-
pointment or check availability, visit the online 
appointment scheduler. If you are unable to find 
an appointment at the office of your choice, check 
back for availability at that office or other locations 
nearby. Please check often as availability does 
change.

The appointment system is designed to provide 
additional convenience, reducing the time Texans 
wait in line. Customers can book appointments 
for a specific day and time, up to six months in ad-

vance, and show up 30 minutes or less before their 
scheduled time. Customers can check-in using the 
kiosk inside the office or from their mobile device.

A reminder, if you are unable to make your 
scheduled appointment, please change it ahead 
of time. Customers not showing up has become a 
major issue statewide. From May 26 through Nov. 
30, approximately 27% of people were no-shows for 
their appointments.

To help combat that issue, many offices are offer-
ing customers without an appointment a spot on 
a “standby” list. These customers are required to 
wait in the office and are assisted in the event of 
a cancelation or no-show. The number of standby 
appointments available is limited to ensure all cus-
tomers who are placed on the list will be served by 
the end of the day.

Additionally, a limited number of same-day ap-
pointments will be available at each DL office. 
These appointments are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Customers who book these ap-
pointments can leave the DL office until their des-
ignated time.

DPS Announces Temporary Waiver for DL/
ID Expirations Ending in April 2021 

PHOENIX (AP) — The 
Christmas Day bombing in 
downtown Nashville led to 
phone and data service outag-
es and disruptions over hun-
dreds of miles in the southern 
U.S., raising new concerns 
about the vulnerability of 
U.S. communications. 

The blast seriously dam-
aged a key AT&T network 
facility, an important hub 
that provides local wireless, 
internet and video service 
and connects to regional net-
works. Backup generators 
went down, which took ser-
vice out hours after the blast. 
A fire broke out and forced 
an evacuation. The building 
flooded, with more than three 
feet of water later pumped out 
of the basement; AT&T said 
there was still water on the 
second floor as of Monday. 

The immediate repercus-
sions were surprisingly 
widespread. AT&T custom-
ers lost service — phones, in-
ternet or video — across large 
parts of Tennessee, Kentucky 
and Alabama. There were 
911 centers in the region that 
couldn't take calls; others 
didn't receive crucial data 
associated with callers, such 
as their locations. The Nash-
ville police department's 
phones and internet failed. 
Stores went cash-only. 

At some hospitals, electron-
ic medical records, internet 
service or phones stopped 
working. The Nashville air-
port halted flights for about 
three hours on Christmas. Ri-
val carrier T-Mobile also had 
service issues as far away 
as Atlanta, 250 miles away, 
because the company uses 
AT&T equipment for moving 
customer data from towers to 
the T-Mobile network.

"People didn't even realize 
their dependencies until it 
failed," said Doug Schmidt, 
a Vanderbilt University 
computer science professor. 
"I don't think anyone recog-
nized the crucial role that 
particular building played" 
in the region's telecom infra-
structure, he said.

The explosion, which took 
place in the heart of the Nash-
ville's historic downtown, 
killed the bomber, injured 
several people and damaged 
dozens of buildings. Federal 
officials are investigating 
the motive and haven't said 
whether the AT&T building 
was specifically targeted.

AT&T said 96% of its wire-
less network was restored 
Sunday. As of Monday eve-
ning, AT&T said "nearly all 
services" were back up. On 
Wednesday, it was "activat-
ing the last of the remaining 
wireline equipment."

AT&T said it sent tempo-
rary cell towers to help in 
affected areas and rerouted 
traffic to other facilities as it 
worked to restore power to 
the Nashville building . But 
not all traffic can be rerouted, 
spokesperson Jim 
Greer said, and 
there was physi-
cal equipment that 
had to be fixed in a 
building that was 
part of an active 
crime scene, which 
complicated AT&T 
workers' access. 

"We are all too de-
pendent on phone, 
cell phone, TV and 
internet to have 
outages for any 
reason," Rep. Jim 
Cooper, the Demo-
crat who repre-

sents Nashville in Congress, 
said in an emailed statement 
Wednesday. He said the U.S. 
"needs to harden our telecom 
facilities so we have greater 
redundancy and reliability" 
and called for congressional 
hearings on reducing tele-
com vulnerabilities.

The impact on emergency 
services may have raised the 
most serious flags. At one 
point, roughly a hundred 
911 centers had service prob-
lems in Tennessee alone, said 
Brian Fontes, head of the Na-
tional Emergency Number 
Association. A 911 call center 
should still be operational 
even if there is damage to a 
phone company's hub, said 
David Turetsky, a lecturer at 
the University at Albany and 
a former public safety official 
at the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. If mul-
tiple call centers were out of 
service for several days, "that 
is of concern," he said.

Cooper and experts like 
Fontes also gave AT&T credit 
for their work on reinstating 
services. "To be able to get 
some services up and run-
ning within 24 to 48 hours of 

a catastrophic blast in this 
case is pretty amazing," Fon-
tes said.

Local authorities turned to 
social media on Christmas 
Day, posting on Facebook 
and Twitter that 911 was 
down and trying to reassure 
residents by offering other 
numbers to call. A Facebook 
page for Morgan County 911 
in northern Alabama said 
Saturday that Alabama 911 
centers were up and running 
but advised AT&T customers 
with issues to try calling via 
internet, and to go to the local 
police or fire station for help 
if they couldn't get through.

The Nashville police de-
partment uses the FirstNet 
system built by AT&T, which 
the carrier boasts can provide 
"fast, highly reliable interop-
erable communications" 
in emergencies and that is 
meant to prioritize first re-
sponders when networks 
are stressed. But problems 
emerged around midday Fri-
day, said spokesperson Kris-
tin Mumford. The depart-
ment had to turn to a backup 
provider, CenturyLink, for 
its land-

lines and internet at head-
quarters and precincts and 
obtained loaner cellphones 
and mobile hotspots from Ve-
rizon. 

The transition to backups 
was "actually rather seam-
less," Mumford said, although 
the public couldn't make calls 
to police precincts. She said 
the AT&T service started 
coming back Sunday and as 
of Wednesday morning, over-
all service with cellphones, 
internet and landlines was 
"about 90% up." 

The Parthenon, a museum 
replica of the Parthenon in 
Athens located about three 
miles from the explosion, still 
didn't have a working phone 
four days after the blast. But 
its credit-card system came 
back online Tuesday, said 
John Holmes, an assistant 
director of Metro Parks, the 
museum's owner. During the 
weekend, the museum was 
cash-only, although it let in 
people without cash for free. 

It's not as if the physical 
vulnerability of communica-
tions networks comes as a 
surprise. 

Nashville bombing spotlights vulnerable voice, data networks
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ANNUAL MAMMOTH CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ANSWERS

More than 200 clues in the 2020 Annual Mammoth Crossword reflect news events, 
anniversaries and pop culture occurrences of the past year. In 2020, we met a Tiger 
King, witnessed a private space flight arrive at the International Space Station and 
said farewell to celebs including The Gambler, Spartacus and the Black Panther.

We saw the iPad turn 10, the boys of NSync hit their 40s and Dirty Harry turn 90.  
These are just a few of the events that inspired clues in this puzzle from the 

2020 Mammoth Crossword Puzzle.  Sharpen your pencil and enjoy. Answers will 
appear on Friday, January 1, 2021.

Here are the answers for the Annual Mammoth Crossword Puzzle!
C O R O N A B E A T L E S E D D I E V A N H A L E N B A N D A I D L A K E R S

H O E B L A W L I E D E A L M O R E I N S O M R C

I N S T A G R A M E L O N M U S K U N I O N S U R V I V O R T A R A N T I N O

E E T O N M E P A M K B P U M L S E N G O D C I K T

F A S T E N I N G T O E E A T E R S P I R I T G R E E C E J O A N O F A R C

S S U S L N A S A A D O A P R N A F B M G C A S A R H

P A R T R I D G E R E G I S P H I L B I N B I L L I E E I L I S H S H A K E

N E L N A N D S P L E A D I N E M R I T U A L R E M A S H G A G A

N U K I N G D O R A S T B T H E P I L L I L I G H T N I N G R I N G

K M E D S C U P O L A E L I T E R E F I N D R I E A T N D B A L E K

I K Y E A H C B A S E L B O A S D G T O C N N R U D E R O S E P E

R A T S C U T T L E S N Y S A S I A L E I T G M A C Y M A H B E N

K O R K N O T S K I T H O S E D B N E A R S D O S E M A T T D E A N

D E T E R T R A P A B E L S T R E N U O U S L Y P R O S W I L L K E L L Y

O X P I G E P I C D R A G S C B I L B E A N B I L L A I R S R

U B B I G E N I D S T O P M A D O N N A D R E W J A C K D A N E S O

G E A R G A B S T I R S E A T R E N E E L E A P M A R K R A H K I N G

L I K E S L O B E S A U S C A N W I T B E A D P I N K T O Y I T I E

A L E X T R E B E K K I N D T I M C B O N D H O L E B O B C R A T E R

S S A V B R A G D I O R T E A L F E E D H O S E L O G T O M E S

A S R D E G R E E T E E D S T I L L E R L A S T A B R A C A D A B R A

T R O T V D M E T A S N O B T R E A T T I L T D I A O M A B G S

I M P A L E D B A S A L T T H E M A G T D E N T S C R A B B L E T L E A

G Y I S B E E L I D A H A B O T I M E G A B O O A W A R D T

E B R O T H E R S R O B I N O Y E R W R A P H E L E N R I J A P A N E

R D S N O T P O W I N K O B E D A L T O M E M B R A N E R C A R L

K C O B C H E L S E A F I V E S O S S E P T S I O S T A N L E Y L

I P A D I S A A C L D R I T E L I G H T D A R E T A Y E C G O A E I

N O R R I S J I S S L Y L E C E N S O R S L E T S W A T C H G U Y L T

G D M O D U L E S F O A L J U N G W O O F E C H O L I T I A B L U E

A G A I N N A S B O R N T O R T K D A L E H O W L M M T S E D

S A T C B H E R E F O I L D I S K E L P P L A N R O A S T B E E F

T O M H A N K S W E A K P E N N D E L T A D A R T S C A T P L E A K L

E E T E D C A I N H A R E H O R N E T S N E A R E A S T Y E T I M I

V S R O D P A R R H A W N T U R N A T O M P L E D N A R D D U S T I N

E T H E R O A F S B A R N W E B S P L A Y E R C L U B R I C E L E C T

M A R S M I N E W I N D F I R A G S C A R E D I D E A C H A T E A R S

A R T A I L T H I N G W D E L L L K L P H E V I L E T E E R O T

R S L S D R E G A C E R O S E S I S C O S T F E Y I R O N M A N N O

T M E H M A R Y O R B S W A L O O T S T O S M S E A I P R O N

I B I D D A I E D S T P S P E A N U T S C O P Y C A T T Y P E S J O E

N L L A E G E A N J E G O T H O R C L O O E E A L O E R M N S

O L Y M P I C S S U C C E S S I O N S C H I T T S C R E E K P A R A S I T E

B O O T Z P T O R S N T A B L O I D T T S N E T S O T S E J

E D M P H O E N I X N A M E M O R E P C A N A S T A O R O U S S E A U

I I R R A M L A T A M A D A D A A R A T U G M A N R C N S

R I N G O S T A R R J O H N L E N N O N L U X E M B O U R G B R A V E H E A R T

U S M H I E U Y A U N A P D O R B W I A M G I

T I K T O K D O D G E R S C L I N T E A S T W O O D B O S E M A N M O D E R N

Thanks For Playing!
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Licensed Drilling Contractor & Pump Installer
www.choatewellservice.com

432-393-5231 222938

Serving West Texas Since 1957

Sherry Wegner Agency
“Specializing In Crop & Rangeland Insurance”

www.swcia.com

267-2555
1902 N. Hwy. 87 • Big Spring

An Equal Opportunity Insurance Provider
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Lamun - Lusk - Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

1809 North Highway 87
Phone 432-268-VETS (8387)
Big Spring, Texas 79720-0793

Fax: 432-268-1987 22
89

9

Store 513
Phone 432-267-3363            201 WEST MARCY
FAX 432-267-4123        BIG SPRING, TX 79720
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Myers & Smith
Funeral Home

& Chapel
301 E. 24th                 267-8288

Big Spring, TX

15
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2000 SOUTH GREGG
263-3000

BIG SPRING, TEXAS

This Devotional and Directory is made possible by these 
businesses who encourage all of us to  attend worship services.

The Lord says, “I will rescue those 
who love me. I will protect those who 

trust in my name. When they call on me, 
I will answer; I will be with them in trou-
ble. I will rescue them and honor them. I 
will satisfy them with a long life and give 

them my salvation.

                                Psalm 91: 14-16

Love has no fear because
 perfect love expels all fear. If 

we are afraid, it is for fear of 
judgment, and this shows that his 
love has not been perfected in us.                                    

1 John 4:18

Love has no fear because
 perfect love expels all fear. If 

we are afraid, it is for fear of 
judgment, and this shows that his 
love has not been perfected in us.                                    

1 John 4:18

Jesus traveled throughout Galilee 
teaching in the synagogues, preaching 
everywhere the Good News about the 
Kingdom. And he healed people who 

had every kind of sickness and disease.
Matthew 4:23

As a glove responds to the strength 
of the hand, so you will respond to the 

leading of Christ to the point where you 
say, “I myself no longer live, 

but Christ lives in me.”

Galatians 2:20choatewellservice@yahoo.com

God’s love supply is never empty. 
“For his unfailing love toward those 
who fear him is as great as the height 

of the heavens above the earth.”
                             (Psalm 103:11)

Rejoice, you people of Jerusalem! 
Rejoice in the Lord your God! For the 
rains he sends are an expression of his 
grace. Once more the autumn rains will 

come, as well as the rains of spring.

                             (Joel 2:23)

AIRPORT BAPTIST
1208 Frazier St.         263-7451

BAPTIST TEMPLE
400 11th Place             267-8287

BEREA BAPTIST
4204 Wasson Rd.          267-8438
BIRDWELL LANE BAPTIST

1512 Birdwell Lane         267-7157
CALVARY BAPTIST

1200 W. 4th.               263-4242
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

5108 Nichols Rd., Big Spring, TX
432-398-5469

(Elbow Community)
COLLEGE BAPTIST

1105 Birdwell Lane        267-7429
CRESTVIEW BAPTIST

Gatesville Street  432-213-4177
EAST FOURTH BAPTIST

401 East 4th                267-2291
EAST SIDE BAPTIST

1108 E. 6th                 267-1915
FIRST BAPTIST

705 W. FM 700            267-8223
FIRST BAPTIST

Knott
COAHOMA FIRST BAPTIST

201 South Ave.,   Coahoma   394-4990

FIRST MEXICAN
701 N.W. 5th

FORSAN BAPTIST CHURCH
201 W. Main                457-2342

Forsan, TX
HILLCREST BAPTIST

2000 W. FM 700            267-1639
IGLESIA BAUTISTA

CENTRAL
2105 Lancaster S.         267-3396
IGLESIA BAUTISTA LA FE

408 State Street            267-7512

MIDWAY BAPTIST
6200 Service Road           263-6274

MORNING STAR BAPTIST
403 Trades

MT. BETHEL BAPTIST
630 Sgt. Paredez         263-4069

PRAIRIE VIEW BAPTIST
1004 W. FM 2230              399-4310

PRIMERA BAUTISTA MISSION
701 N.W. 5th               263-1139    

FIRST BAPTIST
201 East 24th

SALEM BAPTIST
Old Colo. City. Hwy - Salem Rd

SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP
432-714-4584

TRINITY BAPTIST
1701 E. FM 700    267-6344

CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
1008 Birdwell Lane          263-5683

Bilingual Services ~ 6:00 p.m.
CORNERSTONE/COVENANT

706 E. 12th      264-0015
LIGHTHOUSE RESTORATION 

CENTER
604 E. 13th St.         264-0043

LIFE CHURCH
102 E. 10th             263-7714

FAMILY FAITH VICTORY
CENTER, INT.

810 E. 11th Pl.                         267-6001
Samuel A. Segundo, Jr., Pastor
SPRING OF LIFE CHURCH

Johnnie Sevey, Pastor
400 E. 21st    267-8658

Iglesia de Cristo
Anderson y Green St.

432-553-5559
HOUSE OF HOPE 

Rev. Floyd Green, Jr., Pastor
Min. Sandra Green, Assistant Pastor

200 W. 17th • (432) 263-3830 • Colorado City, TX
CIRCUIT RIDER COWBOY CHURCH

6701 W. I-20
Big Spring, TX

CHAPEL OF FAITH
401 E. 14th

SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP
Spring Town Plaza  1801 E. FM 700

LIVING HOPE CHURCH
1312 Lindbergh         432-935-0327

BIG SPRING FULL GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
309 S. Benton            432-264-7775

Billy Guy, Pastor
bccjg@hotmail.com

CHRIST IN THE COUNTRY
FELLOWSHIP

5100 E. FM 846, Luther, TX
(432) 270-0594

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1803 Wasson                 263-4411

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

1500 Wasson Rd.                264-0616

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1400 Lancaster                   267-7015

Beit Mid Rash Torrah
GOD'S CHURCH

1905 Scurry  915-239-4080   432-935-0341  

WORLD HARVEST (UPC)
1004 Locust Big Spring, TX 79720

432-606-4677
thebigspringchurch.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
701 Runnels             263-4211

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
205 N. 1st Coahoma

THE SALVATION ARMY
811 West 5th   267-8239

FRIENDS OF UNITY
303 E. 5th St.

TEMPLO CENTRO DE ALABANZA
900 Magnolia

ISAIAH 58
107 Runnels                       263-4758

COAHOMA UNITED  METHODIST
Main at Central

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
400 Scurry                     267-6394
NORTH BIRDWELL LANE

UNITED METHODIST
2702 N. Birdwell              263-2536
BIG SPRING METHODIST

407 S. Gregg                          263-1259

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL
1001 Goliad                  267-8201

SPRING TABERNACLE
1209 Wright St.                267-5321

GRACE FELLOWSHIP
603 Tulane   (432) 267-8593

ALIVE IN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
2805 Lynn                        267-2594

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
810 Scurry                        267-7163

FIRST CHRISTIAN
911 Goliad                 517-4821

BIRDWELL LANE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

11th Place                        267-2132

CHURCH OF CHRIST
14th & Main                   263-1303

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
311 N. 2nd

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE

2110 Birdwell Lane        263-7200
  SAND SPRINGS CHURCH

OF CHRIST
Nine Miles East of B.S. on

Thomas Rd.

WEST HIGHWAY 80
CHURCH OF CHRIST

3900 W. Hwy. 80         267-6483
CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

15th & Dixie
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD

2009 Main                  267-6607

BAPTIST

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHRISTIAN

EPISCOPAL

JEHOVAH WITNESS

LUTHERAN

METHODIST

METHODIST

MESSIANIC CONGREGATION

NAZARENE

PENTECOSTAL

PRESBYTERIAN

OTHER

ADVENTIST

CATHOLIC

GOSPEL

CHURCH OF  JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF  GOD IN CHRIST

CHURCH OF GOD

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
4319 Parkway        267-5381

LIVING WATERS
4th & Lancaster           267-7971

TEMPLO BELEN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

2205 GOLIAD              267-2111

HOLY TRINITY
CATHOLIC PARISH

1009 Hearn Street      432-714-4930

SHILOH HOUSE OF PRAISE
301 E. 2nd                             264-7959

HOLY MISSION
302 E. 11th Place                   267-3672

McGEE MEMORIAL CHURCH 
OF GOD IN CHRIST

1000 N.W. 3rd             267-6605
NEW LIFE

204 NW 10th               264-0771
POWERHOUSE OF GOD IN CHRIST

1311 Goliad

BAKER’S CHAPEL AME METHODIST
Lester Wade Brown, Jr., Pastor
pastor@bakerschapelamec.org

911 North Lancaster      267-7158

If you aren’t 
convinced of God’s 
love, how can you 

love others?

You began your life in Christ 
by the Spirit.

Now you are trying to make it 
complete by your own power?

That is foolish.
(Galatians 3:3)

First Presbyterian

701 Runnels                                                                 263-4311
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Life Church
We are excited to open our doors and welcome 

our Life Church friends to the campus this Sun-
day.  In order to meet this Sunday we will continue 
to follow the guidelines that have been set and pro-
vided by the Texas State Attorney General:  limited 
capacity, proper spacing between seats and rows, 
sanctuary will be cleaned and disinfected, if you 
or someone in your 
family have under-
lying health issues 
we are encouraging 
you to watch and 
participate in the 
service remotely.  
Masks are encour-
aged to be worn.  
Wash your hands 
and use hand sani-
tizer.  Hand sanitiz-
er will be available 
as you enter the 
sanctuary.  

Join us in the Life 
Church Sanctuary 
at 10:30 a.m. for an 
experience in the Word and in Worship. 

We will kick off the new year with our Annual 
Prayer and Fast from Jan. 10-31. 

Ladies, you are invited to join us every Wednes-
day at noon for our Seek Prayer Group.  The Zoom 
meeting information for Seek can be found on our 
One Sisterhood Facebook page  https://www.face-
book.com/onesisterhoodbigspringtx/

Champion Culture Youth will meet on Wednes-
days from 7:00pm-8:30pm on the Life Church Cam-
pus.   For more information about Champion Cul-
ture and their plans for the summer visit and follow 
the Champion Culture Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/ChampionCultureLifeChurch/

Life Kids will have their classes this Sunday.  
Our Nursery is available for those ages newborn to 
2.  Our Toddlers class serve those ages 3 & 4.  Our 
Elementary class serves those ages 5-10  Visit and 
follow the Life Kids Facebook page  https://www.
facebook.com/Life-Kids-Life-Church-Big-Spring-
TX-1654730487977488/ for more information.

Our Neighbor to Neighbor Outreach team will be 
going to visit our neighbors around our campus on 
Saturday morning from 10-11:30 a.m.  The purpose 
of this ministry is to find the need and fill it.  

For more information about our events or groups 
please visit our website www.golifechurch.net

Crestview Baptist Church
At Crestview Baptist Church, we believe the most 

fulfilling pursuit for a body of believers is not en-
tertainment, gimmicks, or programs.   The most 
fulfilling pursuit for a follower of Christ is to know 
Christ and His Word, so that we may live for Him.  
If you believe that, please come and worship the 
King with us!  Sunday School starts at 10 a.m, Wor-
ship begins at 11 a.m., and our Sunday and Wednes-
day night meetings are at 6:30 p.m.  We are study-
ing the Doctrine of The Church.  Come and be with 
us at 2305 Gatesville Rd., Big Spring.

NazFamily Church
This Sunday - “It is what it is.” We hear that 

phrase often, and there is some wisdom in accept-
ing reality. However, we all know people who have 
simply given up, stopped trying and settled in life. 
The challenges of 2020 caused many people threw 
in the towel. We believe that there is more to life 
than this! 

When we settle for 
less, we won’t experi-
ence all that God has 
in store for us. First 
John is a short letter 
overflowing with godly 
wisdom and spiritual 
truth that invites us to 
experience abundant 
life in Christ. Join us 
this Sunday as we be-
gin a new series First 
John: Life. Light. Love. 

The Bridge  - The 
New Year will usher 
in a new time and loca-
tion for the NazFam-
ily Bridge Campus. On 
Sunday, Jan. 3, the Bridge will begin a 5 p.m. wor-
ship service at our 1400 S. Lancaster location. All 
are welcome!

Men’s Breakfast - Start off 2021 headed in the right 
direction. Join us for our Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
on Saturday, Jan. 2 at 8 a.m. It is a great time of 
food, fellowship, and faith building together. 

Food Boxes - Every Tuesday & Thursday we make 
food boxes available in our church office from 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. for anyone in need. If you know some-
one who needs an extra blessing they can come by 
the office at that time or contact us at 432- 267-7015. 

Child Sponsorship - You can make a difference in 
the life of a child! 

 For far too many children, the only future they 
see is one that’s dimmed by poverty. But Nazarene 
Compassionate Ministries’ child sponsorship pro-
gram gives children a chance to create a future 
bright with possibility. Sponsorship has brought 
the future into focus for thousands of children liv-
ing in poverty, but there are thousands more still 
waiting for a sponsor.  You can have an eternal im-
pact in the life of a child for $30 per month. To sign 
up as a sponsor or learn more go to www.ncm.org. 

First Presbyterian Church, Big 

Spring
Royal Padden Jr. and Danny Kennemur lit the 

Christ Candle in the Advent Wreath at the  Christ-
mas Eve Candlelight Service, which was streamed 
live for those unable to attend in person. Readers 
of Scripture were Buddy Cochrane, Danny Ken-
nemur, and Lucy and Paschal Odom.

First Presbyterian Church now has a Sermon 
Podcast on ITunes. The 
sermon from last week 
may be found at www.
fpcbigspring.com/Ser-
mons.

For anyone wishing 
to join in a daily prayer, 
one may go to www.fp-
cbigspring.com  and se-
lect Daily Prayers. Rev. 
Allen Cross also posts a 
Weekly Devotional each 
Wednesday at that web-
site, which may provide 
food for thought or help 
during time of stress or 
feelings of isolation. 

Wednesday Lectionary 
Bible Study meets at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
Anyone wishing to join in the study by Zoom can 
find the link to the meeting in Faith Notes or online 
at the First Presbyterian Fellowship group or on 
the Calendar on the church website on Facebook. 

The Thursday Lunch Bunch meets in Fellowship 
Hall at 11:30. 

Presbyterian Women will meet at 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 26 for a business meeting and 
Bible study. The study will be Lessons 4 and 5 from 
the book 
Into the 
L i g h t : 
H o p e 
through 
P r a y e r s 
of Lam-
e n t a -
tion by 
P, Lynn 
Miller.

T h e 
D i s c o v -
ery Class 
began a 
study by 
Margaret 
Feinburg 
entitled Taste and See, a culinary exploration that 
puts scripture in terms of everyday activities. 

The Youth Bible Study, led by Tom Koger, meets 
in the Youth Room.

The Children’s Class continues  with a lesson on 
“Surprise Visitors” and “Visitors from the East” 
for January 3.  Nancy Koger is teaching this class.

The Sunday morning Take Ten fellowship in the 
parlor between Sunday School and worship has re-
sumed. Kay Kennemur is host for this week.

Lectionary passages for the Second Sunday of 
Christmas are: Psalm 147: 12-20; Jeremiah 31:7-14; 
Ephesians 1: 3-14; John 1: (1-9) 10-18.:  Rev. Allen 
Cross will lead the worship service and officiate 
at Communion. Th sermon topic will be listed 
in the service bulletin. Organist/music director 
Gabe Martinez leads the music on the organ and 
piano. 

  Anyone who is not attending worship physical-
ly may hear the service on KBST 1490 AM at 11:00 
a.m. as usual or online at www.fpcbigspring.com 
by selecting the SERMONS tab and the correct 

date. A copy of the litur-
gy for the service may 
be downloaded from the 
website or by receiving 
a copy by calling the 
church office

Please call the church 
office at 263-4211 for other 
information. We would be 
pleased for you to Like us 
on Facebook. Although 
the physical address 
of First Presbyterian 
Church is 701 Runnels, 
the mailing address is P. 
O. Box 2222, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721.

College Baptist Church
Christmas past for another year.  What did you 

give Him for His birthday?  There is still time 
to serve Him.  Start your New Year right.  Go to 
Church.    

What an opportunity to serve Him!  Just praising 
God at College Baptist Church, as we welcome new 
members through salvation and baptism!  Come 
see what God is doing at the corner of 11th and 
Birdwell Lane.  We are open on Sunday morning at 
9:15 for Bible Study for all ages.  

Worship time is at 10:45 a.m.  Wednesday activi-
ties begin at 5:45-6:30 p.m. for a fellowship meal. 
Youth activities start at 6 p.m. and adults meet 
for Bible Study and Prayer Meeting at 7 p.m. with 
children meeting for King’s Kids and Krafts. Girl’s 
Missions meet on Sunday at 5 p.m.  Come join in 
the fun as we prepare for the celebration of a New 
Year serving our Lord.

Services for the first Sunday of the New Year, 
January 3, 2021, are in the building. We are live 
streaming and on our Face Book page as well.  
Catch up on God’s perfect plan!  We have face 
masks, gloves, and hand sanitizer available, and 
we are practicing social distancing.  Families are 
sitting together. Visitors, it was a joy to welcome 

you on Sunday.  Come join us—it will be exciting to 
welcome new faces and old alike.  Our services are 
lively and worshipful.

College Baptist Church has almost reached our 
Lottie Moon Christmas offering goal.  This goal 
is a challenging one where every dollar given will 
reach to the foreign mission field  as we continue 
on mission for our Lord.  

We definitely enjoy the worship time as our min-
istry team leads us in songs of praise, and where 
our pastor, Bro. Ken McMeans, inspires us as we 
delve into God’s Word, leading us as Jesus lives 
through us.  Come study the makings of a Godly 
family founded on the Rock Solid Foundation of 
Jesus.  Keep your spiritual vision on Jesus as we 
enter into the New Year, as our pastor reminds 
us every Sunday, Jesus is coming SOON!   Take a 
part in these joyful activities, and  exciting wor-
ship, praising the Mighty God we serve. Please 
call: 432-267-7429, for more information concerning 
Men’s, Ladies’ and youth meetings at this great and 
friendly church.

Alive in Christ Lutheran Church
“Celebrating and Sharing God’s Love and Grace 

in our lives”.
We are located at 2805 Lynn Drive in the Kent-

wood Neighborhood in Big Spring. If you would 
like to reach Pastor Kohl or the church office, please 
call(432-264-7818, or e-mail us at aliveinchristtx@
gmail.com.

Bible Study and Sunday School begin at 9:30 a.m. 
and we are having class each Sunday morning. Our 
Sunday Service begins at 10:30 a.m. You can catch 
us on Facebook Live on our Facebook page. If you 
are new to the area or haven’t been to church before 

or in a while, please accept this as an 
invitation to join us this Sunday.

The readings for this Sunday are 
Isaiah 60: 1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, and 
Matthew 2:1-12. The psalm is Psalm 
72:1-11 (12-15).

Our Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study is back . A meal is served at 
5:30 and our bible study begins at 
6:00. We are studying Lutheranism 
101. Please come and join us.

Bo Vizcaino will present the scrip-
ture readings this week.

Tune in to KBYG every morning 
for a devotional sponsored in part 
by the Lutheran Hour. Tune in to 
106.3 FM or 1400 AM between 6:45 

and 6:50 each morning for these wonderful devo-
tions: “Morning Meditation Thoughts”. Also tune 
in every Sunday morning at 8:30 to listen to the Lu-
theran Hour.

Cornerstone Covenant Church
Cornerstone Covenant Church (aka - CCC) is a 

unified, spirit-led, purpose-driven church, which 
cultivates an atmosphere of faith so that lives can 
be transformed by Jesus Christ. 

We would love the opportunity to Connect with 

YOU!  
You can expect biblical teaching & preaching, 

genuine loving fellowship and live spirit filled 
praise & worship.

Please join us this week at one of the following 
events:

Sunday, Jan. 3 – Join us this Sunday at our 9 a.m. 
& 11 a.m. for our onsite worship service. Our 11 
a.m. service will be onsite & online. You can find 
our CCC Live Worship Experience online at face-
book.com/CCCBigSpring or at Cornerstone Cov-
enant Church Live on YouTube (look for the CCC 
logo).

Wednesday, Jan. 6 – Join us ONSITE & ON-LINE 
this Wednesday at our 7 p.m. worship/bible study 
service. We love seeing what happens in people’s 
lives when they discover God through the study of 
His Word. Let us explore the Bible together and see 
what it tells us about the God who has woven His 
story through history and is present with us now.  

Transportation Ministry – You need a ride to 
church?  CCC offers pick-up services on Sundays 
for our 11 a.m. worship service. If you are needing 
a ride for Sunday please contact the church office.

Cornerstone Covenant Church (CCC) is a unified, 
spirit-led, purpose-driven church, which cultivates 
an atmosphere of faith so that lives can be trans-
formed by Jesus Christ. Please join us every Sun-
day at 9 a.m. (onsite) 11 a.m. (onsite & online) and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. (onsite) for worship services.

CCC is located at 706 East 12th Street. For office 
hours or other questions please contact our Admin-
istrative Office at 432-264-0015 or e-mail us at info@
cccbigspring.org. 

You can also find us at www.cccbigspring.org if 
you would like more information.

Church News



A
s a child at Christmas time, my Daddy 
would often be on a Railroad run on 
Christmas Eve.  Mother would let us 
open a small gift, sit all six of us down on 

the shag carpet around her rocking chair and she 
would read the Luke account of the 
birth of Jesus from chapter 2.  

Then she would always sing “Silent 
Night” as a closing song to this ritual.

Recently I attended a candlelight 
service Christmas Eve with my broth-
er’s pastor-son.  

I had a chance to speak with him 
before the service began.  He said he 
was going to do the Christmas ac-
count from Luke 2.  I asked him why 
he was doing that.  He said he grew up 
in my brother’s family and as long as 
he could remember they did this same 
ritual ending with “Silent Night.”

I was amazed.  My brother carried 
on the tradition that I did for my son.  My son car-
ried on that tradition for his daughters.  When 
the call for the children came to come up on the 
stage, my granddaughters 18, and 23 asked me if 
they could go up there, too, in honor of their great 
grandmother.  

So we went up for the story, sitting on the stage 
with all the other children. 

 It almost felt like I was home again in northern 
Nevada, listening to my mother tell it again. 

 Traditions were fulfilled that night for me.  
It’s something my granddaughters will never for-

get.  We even ended the service with “Silent Night.”
What I wonder is if in Heaven, Mother was sit-

ting at the feet of Jesus’s rocking chair listening to 
Him tell the account of His birth and why He came?  
I can imagine the joy in Heaven that night in the 
reality that He really did come to our earth to be 
born, and with the purpose to die for the penalty 
of our sin.  

When He died, it was a silent night. 
 When He rose again, Joy came in that morning.   
 Do you know the joy of His love?  
Ask Him for it.  
He’s waiting.
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Myers & Smith
Funeral Home & Chapel

301 East 24th Street      •         Big Spring, TX        •          (432) 267-8288

26
66
16

Family Owned Since 1985

Burial, Cremation & Pre-Need Services Available

No year in my lifetime has been welcomed more 
than 2021.  Multiple vaccines have been approved 
with the promise that we will be able to put the Co-

vid-19 threat behind us by mid-sum-
mer.  Businesses are making plans to 
gear up for the recovery.  Jobs are ex-
pected to return.  By fall we should be 
able to pack our stadiums and cheer 
on our favorite sports teams.  Once 
again, we can travel. Family vaca-
tions, reunions and gatherings for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas should 
return to normal by year’s end. 

A year ago, in this column, I wrote, 
“2020 rings with the hope of perfect 
vision and a perfect year.  But we al-
ready know it will have its challeng-

es.  ....  2020 will not be easy. It certainly will not be 
perfect.”

To say that “2020 would not be easy and that it 
certainly would not be perfect” proved to be a vast 
understatement. None of us could have predicted 
the pandemic that would shock and stun the world. 
This has been an unusually difficult year. While 

some have prospered, many have lost their jobs, 
struggled with isolation and separation from fam-
ily and friends. Restaurants, the travel industry, 
and live entertainment have especially been hit 
hard.  More than 340,000 have died of Covid-19 re-
lated causes.

We still have a long way to go. The earliest vac-
cines are just now being administered, but we are 
hopeful. 

We have not given up.  People remain resilient, 
perseverant, ready to pitch in and help those who 
need assistance the most. Restaurants, struggling 
under the restrictions of the pandemic have pro-
vided meals to front line workers. 

Doctors, nurses and medical staff have served 
sacrificially putting themselves at risk to care for 
Covid-19 patients. Like so many others, our daugh-
ter-in-law is a nurse and a breast cancer survivor.  
She suffered severe symptoms after contracting 
COVID-19 from her patients.  Once recovered, she 
has returned to continue her care. Our son-in-law 
has volunteered as a bone-marrow donor for some-
one struggling with leukemia.  We are proud of our 
kids and the millions of others who continue to put 

the interest of others before their own during these 
trying times. 

Jesus was clear that every generation would have 
such trials.  He warned of wars and rumors of wars, 
plagues, famines and natural disasters.  Jesus said, 
“There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, 
and on the earth dismay among nations, in per-
plexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men 
fainting from fear and the expectation of the things 
which are coming upon the world, for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with great glory. But 
when these things begin to take place, straighten 
up and lift up your heads, because your redemp-
tion is drawing near” (Luke 21:25-28). 

God has promised, “I know the plans I have for 
you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not 
for calamity to give you a future and a hope;” (Jer-
emiah 29:11).  

Bill Tinsley reflects on current events and life expe-
rience from a faith perspective. His books are avail-
able at www.tinsleycenter.com. Email bill@tinsley-
center.com. 

“And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I 
make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: 

for these words are true and faith-
ful.” Revelation 21:5

Notice that our text verse does 
not say – I make all new things. It 
says – I make all things new. Jesus 
never looks at sinners and says – I 
need to get rid of these sinners and 
get some new ones. Instead, He says 
– behold, I make these sinners new. 
This is the ministry of reconcilia-
tion. Jesus never trades bad sinners 
in for sinners who sin less. Instead, 
He brings something new to sinner’s 
lives which they have never seen. He 
shows us (who are aware of the sin-

fulness of our sin) something we never even knew 
existed, things like unconditional love, radical 
mercy, endless forgiveness, surprising acceptance, 
undeserved blessings and scandalous grace. And 
when Jesus shows us these things, we feel new. We 
may not get any better for a long time, but we know 
that things are different now that Jesus has shown 
us that there is no condemnation in Him. 

We are constantly looking for new things, but 

Jesus makes all things new. We love to make New 
Year’s resolutions because we feel like a new year 
would be a better one and somehow things would 
be different. We call it a New Year because it is a 
different one. But Jesus doesn’t need a New Year 
to make all things new in our lives. He changes 
things by making the same things new. I can as-
sure you that no matter how many New Years you 
have experienced, you are still just as human and 
sinner as you were two, five or thirty-nine years 
ago. But the difference with this coming New Year 
is that, by faith in Christ alone, you can be made 
new. In Jesus, we are new because we know new 
things we didn’t know before. We didn’t know that 
He was the end of the Law for our righteousness. 
We didn’t know that He has promised to remember 
our sins no more. We were ignorant of the fact that 
Jesus’ passion is to forgive, bless, sanctify and ac-
cept those of us who have been the vilest of sinners. 
And the knowledge of these things is more than 
enough to cause any sinner to go to God. 

These things are sufficient to make any human 
being a new creature in Christ. We can be encour-
aged in the fact that Jesus is not looking to trade us 
in for something new because He makes all things 
new in our lives. 

Reflections: A New Year! Finally!

Bill

Tinsley

All Things New 

TOM 
SLOAN

Memories of 
Christmas Part 4

Lillian

Bohannan

PODGORICA, Montenegro (AP) — Several thousand people rallied Monday in Montenegro, accusing 
the young country's new government of being pro-Serb because of its plans to amend a religious property 
law that is strongly opposed by the Serbian Orthodox Church. 

Carrying Montenegrin flags and chanting "Treason," protesters gathered outside the parliament build-
ing in Podgorica, the capital, where lawmakers plan to discuss the proposed changes.

The demonstration was the first major protest in the small Balkan country against the coalition govern-
ment that came to power after the opposition won a slim majority over a long-ruling pro-Western party 
during an August parliamentary election.

The religious property law was an issue in the election. The Serbian Orthodox Church alleged the law 
was designed to strip the church of its property, which the previous government denied. The church led 
months of protests that helped strengthen the opposition ahead of the election. 

Montenegro declared independence from a union with Serbia following a 2006 referendum. The coun-
try's residents remain divided over relations with Belgrade. Some 30% of Montenegrins identify them-
selves as Serbs, and the Serbian Orthodox Church enjoys the biggest following of any organized religion. 

The previous government, led by the Democratic Party of Socialists, steered Montenegro away from 
the influence of Serbia and Russia. The Adriatic nation joined NATO in 2017 and is seeking European 
Union membership.

Participants at Monday's demonstration blasted the new government's plan to revoke parts of the reli-
gious law dealing with property. They accused the 
government of setting the stage for the "occupation" 
of Montenegro.

It was not immediately clear when the parliamen-
tary vote on amending the law will take place. 

Protests erupt against new 
Montenegro govt over religion law
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By SHAWN MORAN
Herald Sports Writer

When facing the Forsan Lady Buffs, opposing de-
fenses have their hands full with several girls that 
can shoot jumpers, solid size on the interior, and 
a team that has the ability to make strong passes 
around the court until they find the open teammate.

“Experience is going to go a long way for us this 
year,” Johnson said heading into this season. “We 
know we’ll need Rylee to be a leader again this year 
but we’re going to have to have some other players 
step up and relieve some of those duties.”

Who is the player that has stepped into that scor-
ing role?

Enter Kaeli Woodall.
The sophomore shooting guard has shown up big 

in numerous games this year and has taken some 
of the scoring responsibility off of Evans. Woodall 
was named the District Co-Newcomer of the Year 
following last season and she has continued to get 
better since then. There have been several games 
this year, including the season-opener, where 
Woodall has led the team in scoring. She can knock-
down jump shots and drive the lane for a layup or 
a floater. She is also a great facilitator and records 
several assists per game.

“It’s been great having her play well and with her 
being able to score consistently has helped free up 

opportunities for the rest of her teammates on the 
court,” Johnson said.

Evans is now a senior and the All-District First 
Team selection from last year has picked up right 
where she left off. The point guard is still knocking 
down three-pointer after three-pointer and coming 
up with a handful of steals on defense every time 
she steps onto the hardwood.

The Lady Buffs currently have an 11-3 record and 
just battled one of the best 1A teams in the state un-
til the final buzzer. They currently have the by far 
the best record in District 8-2A and are 2-0 in dis-
trict games that they have already played. Forsan 
has just five games remaining in their regular sea-
son and they are setting themselves up for a post-
season run.

So, what do the two star Forsan players think 
about the season that they are currently having?

“We together as a team have built and grown off of 
last year and past years,” Woodall said. “I feel like 
we’ve done a lot better than we have in the past.”

Evans added, “It’s a lot of fun this year. There’s a 
different kind of energy.”

Indeed, every player on the court for the Lady 
Buffs always seems to be giving maximum effort 
and the wins have begun to pile up. Forsan record-
ed a 14-16 overall record last season and did not 
grab their eleventh win until Jan. 17. This season, 
the Lady Buffs started off 6-0 and have also had a 

separate four-game win streak.
“It’s a lot better whenever other people on the 

court are scoring too,” Evans said. “It makes the 
energy from the bench to on the court better. The 
defense plays better when people are scoring inside 
and outside.”

Is there anything that the duo has learned from 
each other?

“We have a lot of passion for this game and I be-
lieve we have more heart than any other team,” 
Woodall said. “As long as we play together as a 
team we can conquer anything.”

With still two-and-a-half years left of Woodall 
suiting up in the black and white, and this being 
Johnson’s first year as head coach, the future is 
bright for Forsan basketball. Evans will graduate 
this spring, but the sharpshooter has already left 
her mark on the Forsan basketball program and 
will be looking to add to her athletic legacy with a 
postseason run this season.

First, the Lady Buffs will focus on winning their 
district. Forsan is feeling confident heading into 
those games and the team knows that if they con-
tinue to play together, the sky is the limit.

Shawn Moran is the sports writer at the Big Spring 
Herald. To contact him, e-mail sports@bigspringh-
erald.com or call 432-263-7331.

Forsan Lady Buffs basketball charging 
through season behind Evans & Woodall

HERALD Photos/Shawn Moran

Above left: Rylee Evans attempts to make an in-bounds pass from the baseline. Above right: Woodall shoots a free throw. 

Showtime Steers travel to 
Denver City & grab 72-62 win 

Forsan Buffaloes fall on the 
road to No. 7 Borden County

By SHAWN MORAN
Herald Sports Writer

Team captain Kyler Seymore is of-
ficially back. 

The senior guard scored 37 points 
on Wednesday afternoon when the 
Showtime Steers took a trip to Denver 
City to challenge the Mustangs. Sey-
more was able to knockdown eight 
shots from beyond the arc and scored 
17 points in the second quarter alone. 

Big Spring was able to lead for the 
entire game and got back on track fol-
lowing a loss on the road to Abilene 
Cooper earlier in the week. 

The Showtime Steers will take the 
court next when they host Midland 
Lee on Saturday afternoon in a non-
district matchup. Big Spring has 
three non-district games remaining 
before their district opener against 
Snyder on Jan. 12. 

By SHAWN MORAN
Herald Sports Writer

The Forsan Buffaloes (6-9) started 
off well and played a tough first half 
against one of the top-ranked teams 
in the state. However, Borden County 
limited the Buffs to only 12 second 
half points and ran away with a 65-36 
victory. 

Thomas Gabehart led Forsan with 
12 points on four made three-pointers 

and forward Ernesto Rivera added 10 
points from inside and the free throw 
line. 

Senior Mason Cole led the Coyotes 
with 24 points while three other Bor-
den County players finished with 
double-digits points scored as well. 
The Coyotes rotated just eight play-
ers, but their top-level talent was too 
much for Forsan to handle on We-
densday afternoon. 

By RALPH D. RUSSO
 AP College Football Writer

Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly is 
clearly tired of the question: Do the 
Fighting Irish have something to 
prove as they again prepare to take on 
one of college football's elite teams in 
the College Football Playoff?

"No, I mean, we're knocking on the 
door every year playing really good 
teams and great opponents," Kelly 
said. "I don't know why this narra-
tive continues to pop up when we're 
always in the games."

What often gets categorized as a 
Notre Dame problem is actually a ma-
jor college football problem. A tiny 
group of teams have bolted away from 
the field simply because they are ac-
cumulating far more talent than their 
competitors.

The elite high school players are 
clustering at a small number of 
schools and creating an almost insur-
mountable gap between the very best 
and the rest.

No. 4 Notre Dame heads into its lat-
est referendum game against No. 1 
Alabama on Friday in the relocated 
Rose Bowl semifinal in Texas as a 
nearly three-touchdown underdog. 
In the other semifinal, a more fair 
fight is expected between No. 2 Clem-
son and No. 3 Ohio State at the Sugar 
Bowl.

Kelly has raised Notre Dame foot-
ball to its highest level since Lou 
Holtz led the school to its last nation-
al title in 1988. The Irish are 43-7 over 
the last four years.

Still, Notre Dame drags into the 
playoff the recent memories of a BCS 

blowout against the Crimson Tide 
in 2013, a lopsided semifinal loss to 
Clemson two seasons ago and overall 
a six-game losing streak in BCS/New 
Year's Six games that dates to the 2000 
Fiesta Bowl.

"No, we haven't 
won a national 
c h a m p i o n s h i p , 
that's correct," 
Kelly said. "I'm not 
changing the re-
cord. But we are 
there every single 
year and we're 
grinding it out just 
like everybody else. 
And only one team 
gets to celebrate at 
the end of the year."

No team has cel-
ebrated more than 
Alabama. Under 
Nick Saban, the 
Crimson Tide have 
won five national ti-
tles since 2009. The 
dynasty is fueled 
by unprecedented 
success in recruit-
ing. According to 
247 Sports' talent 
composite, the Tide 
had the second-
most talented roster 
in college football 
this season behind 
Georgia after being 
No. 1 last year, sec-
ond the year before 
and first two sea-
sons before that.

Alabama came into the season with 
12 former five-star recruits — includ-
ing running back Najee Harris and 
linebacker Dylan Moses — and 58 for-
mer four stars on its roster. Alabama 
has signed 41 top 100 recruits from 

2017-20.
Ohio State stacks up pretty well 

with the Tide this season, with 14 
former five stars — including quar-
terback Justin Fields — and 52 four 
stars.

NBA Standings  (Through 12/29/20)
EASTERN CONFERENCE

TEAM		  W	 L	 PCT	 GB	 HOME	 AWAY	 DIV	 CONF	 PPG	 OPPG
Orlando Magic	 4	 0	 1.000	    -	 1-0	 3-0	 3-0	 3-0	 120.3	 111.8
Atlanta Hawks	 3	 0	 1.000	  0.5	 1-0	 2-0	 0-0	 2-0	 124.7	 112.0
Indiana Pacers	 3	 1	 .750	  0.5	 2-1	 1-0	 1-0	 3-1	 116.3	 109.0
Cleveland Cavaliers	 3	 1	 .750	  0.5	 2-1	 1-0	 1-0	 3-1	 113.3	 105.5
Philadelphia 76ers	 3	 1	 .750	  0.5	 2-0	 1-1	 2-0	 3-1	 104.0	 101.8
Brooklyn Nets		 2	 2	 .500	  1.5	 1-1	 1-1	 1-0	 1-1	 115.8	 104.0
New York Knicks	 2	 2	 .500	  1.5	 1-1	 1-1	 0-1	 2-2	 105.3	 106.5
Boston Celtics		 2	 2	 .500	  1.5	 1-1	 1-1	 0-1	 2-2	 110.0	 115.8
Milwaukee Bucks	 2	 2	 .500	  1.5	 1-0	 1-2	 0-0	 1-2	 128.3	 112.0
Miami Heat		  1	 2	 .333	  2.0	 1-1	 0-1	 0-1	 0-2	 105.0	 118.3
Charlotte Hornets	 1	 2	 .333	  2.0	 1-1	 0-1	 0-0	 1-1	 109.0	 111.3
Chicago Bulls		  1	 3	 .250	  2.5	 0-3	 1-0	 0-1	 1-2	 113.3	 121.3
Toronto Raptors	 0	 3	 .000	  3.0	 0-1	 0-2	 0-1	 0-1	 102.0	 110.7
Detroit Pistons	 0	 4	 .000	  4.0	 0-2	 0-2	 0-1	 0-2	 111.5	 120.8
Washington Wizards	 0	 4	 .000	  3.5	 0-3	 0-1	 0-2	 0-4	 111.8	 119.5

WESTERN CONFERENCE
TEAM		  W	 L	 PCT	 GB	 HOME	 AWAY	 DIV	 CONF	 PPG	 OPPG
Los Angeles Clippers	 3	 1	 .750	    -	 1-1	 2-0	 1-0	 3-1	 108.5	 110.5
Phoenix Suns		  3	 1	 .750	    -	 2-0	 1-1	 1-1	 3-1	 109.0	 98.5
Sacramento Kings	 3	 1	 .750	    -	 2-1	 1-0	 1-1	 3-1	 113.8	 114.0
Utah Jazz		  2	 1	 .667	    -	 0-1	 2-0	 2-1	 2-1	 113.7	 108.3
Portland Trail Blazers	 2	 1	 .667	    -	 1-1	 1-0	 0-1	 2-1	 114.3	 117.7
San Antonio Spurs	 2	 1	 .667 	    -	 1-0	 1-1	 1-1	 1-1	 115.0	 110.3
New Orleans Pelicans	 2	 2	 .500	  1.0	 1-0	 1-2	 1-0	 1-1	 98.8	 104.0
Golden State Warriors	2	 2	 .500	  0.5	 0-0	 2-2	 0-0	 0-0	 110.8	 124.3
Los Angeles Lakers	 2	 2	 .500	  0.5	 2-2	 0-0	 0-1	 2-2	 120.3	 109.3
Minnesota T-Wolves	 2	 2	 .500	  1.0	 1-0	 1-2	 1-0	 1-2	 104.8	 115.8
Dallas Mavericks	 1	 2	 .333	  1.0	 0-0	 1-2	 0-0	 1-2	 113.7	 105.7
Memphis Grizzlies	 1	 2	 .333	  1.0	 0-2	 1-0	 0-1	 0-1	 115.7	 121.3
OKC Thunder		 1	 2	 .333	  1.0	 0-2	 1-0	 0-1	 0-1	 108.3	 111.7
Denver Nuggets	 1	 3	 .250	  2.0	 1-2	 0-1	 0-0	 1-3	 117.3	 120.3
Houston Rockets	 0	 2	 .000	  1.5	 0-0	 0-2	 0-0	 0-2	 118.5	 126.0

The Gap: Superpowers hoard talent, leaving ND, others behind
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Announcements
WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000
Big Spring Iron & Metal

Help Wanted
All positions for Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Crew
Leaders, Techs, and
Shop/Warehouse Personnel.
Pay DOE, but will train.
Bonus Plans, Vacation and
Holiday Pay. Must be able to
pass Drug Screen.
Apply @ Blast Masters
1711 E Hwy 350.

Parkplace Retirement Living
is seeking a creative,
organized person for the
position of Cook/Chef in a
family friendly environment.
This position requires know-
ledge of ordering processes,
menu development and prop-
er safety and sanitation pro-
cedures. This position works
12 hour shifts. Pay based on
experience. Apply in person
at 501 W. 17th Street.

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE STORE
now hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.
Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted
We are looking for an
ambitious, creative, self-
starter, to fill a staff writer role
at the Big Spring Herald.

Do you have a heart to share
others' stories and the desire
to be involved in your com-
munity? We want to hear
from you!

This individual would provide
news coverage, build pages,
and update social media ac-
counts/website.

Indesign and Photoshop are
a plus, but will train the right
person. We are looking for a
creative, outgoing individual
familiar with social media.
Must be a self-starter, and be
able to meet deadlines.

Individual will be responsible
for several areas of cover-
age, from feature stories to
hard news. Must have a flex-
ible schedule.

Contact Amanda Duforat
432-263-7331 Ext. 230 for
questions or to submit
your resume at
editor@bigspringherald.com.

Help Wanted
Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently taking
applications for:
•Charge Nurse
•Certified and non-certified
Nurse Aides
•Cook
We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits, 401K and a Great
Family working
environment!
Please apply in person at
3200 Parkway Rd.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or

432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
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Items for Sale
FOR SALE
2017 Jayco Greyhawk
M-31DS Motorhome
Ford 450 gasoline engine
4620 Miles
2 Slides 2 Air Conditioners
All Power Good Condition
Must See to Appreciate
432-553-5818
Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$425/full cord, & $240/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406 or
325-451-1108

Public Notice
I, Garlanda Shipman
Pearson, Will not be
responsible for any debt
incurred by anyone but
myself.

Real Estate for Rent
2106 Grace. Very nice &
large 3 bedroom, 2 bath
house with living and dining
room areas in nice neighbor-
hood with large lot.
$1,650/month plus dep. 1
year lease with background
check & references required.
Call Steve at 432-816-1815

2504 Albrook, EXTRA Large
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath.
Appliances included.
Fenced back yard.
$950/Month, $300/Dep.
Call Richard 432-599-0096

3 Bedroom Houses for Rent.
References Required.
Central Air & Heat.
Call Richard 432-201-0539

START the NEW YEAR
out with SAVINGS!!!
Rentals Starting at $800.00
All Bills Paid!
Spaces $350.00
Call Oasis RV Park
432-517-0062 or
432-264-9907.

Real Estate for Rent
1101 Douglas
$800 month
$800 Deposit

217 W. 6th St.
$1,200 month
$1,200 Deposit

107 E. 25th St.
$900 month
$900 Deposit

Call 432-213-2319
3704 Calvin. 3 bed, 1 bath.
Brick, CH/A. $900/month,
$900 dep. No HUD/no
pets/nonsmoker. Rental
references required. Call
432-270-3849 for more info.

Services Offered

Do you need your Vehicle
Detailed? Lawn Care? To

Build a Deck? Have
Windows Installed?

Structure or Roof Repair or
even Reshingling?
Call 432-271-9567

BUZZED DRIVING IS DRUNK DRIVING

I SHOULD PROBABLY 
GET A RIDE HOME.
I SHOULD PROBABLY 

CONTACT US TODAY!!
PHONE:  432-263-7331                    FAX:  432-264-7205

IN PERSON:  710 Scurry                               MAIL:  PO Box 1431
  Big Spring, TX 79720                                  Big Spring, TX 79721

EMAIL: classifieds@bigsringherald.com

WEEKLY
CLASSIFIED LINER

ADS
STARTING at $35.00

MONTHLY
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADS
STARTING at $65.60

 -Garage Sales    -Cemetary Plots
-Employment    -Vehicles     
-Homes for Rent/Sale   

 We List it ALL!
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PLUMBING

M-42884

G&M
Plumbing

Licensed
   & Insured

Randal Roach
           Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

Big Spring, TX 79721

11
72

7

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

LAWN SERVICE

25
86

52

Big Spring
Lawn Care

Mowing, Weedeating,
Trimming, Edge The Yard

ALL OF YOUR 
LAWN CARE
270-7733

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

26
79

46

BDA Companies
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Surveillance

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860 28

78
50

CONCRETE
28

83
66

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya
432-894-0702

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING
Specializes in Trimming

 and Removal
Bonded and Insured

Herald Reader's Choice 2018
CALL Lupe

432-268-6406
432-213-1451
FREE ESTIMATE29

25
30

GARDEN DESIGN

Dandy
Dougs'

garden design
Doug Mays                                    254-498-4918

Consultations by appointment

30
99

19

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H FREE Real Estate Roof Inspections
H 26 Gauge Metal

We build pitched roofs

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES 288373

FREE UPGRADES

ROOFING

Accepting
Visa-Mastercard-Discover

Credit Cards
JUST IN!

(5) Semi Trucks Of
30 Year Shingles!

LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN

           STARTING at 
        $65.60 per Month!

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX

Advertising STARTING as low as
 $65.60 a Month!

Contact us TODAY!!
432-263-7331

GENERAL SERVICES

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates

DeLeon's Services

Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470      email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

30
18

86

Kyler 
Construction 

LLC
Serving West Texas
Earthwork, Clean up,

Fencing, Remodel,
Relocation

432-213-1123
wealthyways38@gmail.com

CARPET MAINT.

30
58

44

- 24/7 Emergency Service
- Carpet Cleaning
- (432)-264-0133

DIRT SERVICES

CHARLES RAY
DIRT

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
 Cliche Dirt

30
58

43

432-399-4380
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By Holiday MatHis

By Steve Becker

Not Her Fan

      Dear Annie: Like 
so many others, I lost 
my old job because 
of COVID-19. I was 
a waitress in a small 
restaurant and bar. 
Now, I work in a yarn 
mill. I am not unfriendly 
with my co-workers, 
but don't socialize with 
them, as we have very 
little in common. There 
is a former co-worker, 
who now is having 
modest success mu-
sically. She is playing 
in regional venues and 
appeared on statewide 
PBS. She is somewhat 
of a local hero. I am 
not a fan in the least! 
I heard from mill man-
agement that she was 
a very poor employee, 
and, more importantly 
to me, I heard from 
teacher friends that she 
was a very neglectful 

parent. She will be 
playing a concert at the 
mill after work. They'll 
have a catered meal 
for us that we can eat 
while watching the con-
cert before going home. 
I would much prefer to 
leave after the work is 
done, as I am not a fan 
of her's and would rath-
er spend the time with 
my family. Would I be 
rude to leave? -- Heard 
Enough

      Dear Heard: As 
soon as you clock out, 
your time is your own. 
I see nothing wrong 
with going home to 
your family. It's also the 
safer option, COVID-
19-wise. 

   As an aside, though, 
I encourage you to 
celebrate your co-work-
er's musical success, 
because it will be much 

better for your health 
than resenting it. 

      Dear Annie: I, as 
well as many others, 
do not understand why 
television shows have 
to play music when the 
people on the show 
are talking. I may not 
have the best hearing, 
but it is very difficult 
to understand what 
the actors are saying. 
Sometimes, the music 
covers up their voices 
completely. If I want to 
listen to music, I'll turn 
on the radio, not the 
TV. If there is some-
thing you can do to 
convince them to stop 
playing the music, that 
would be awesome. -- 
What Did You Say

      Dear WDYS: I wish 
I had that kind of pow-
er! As it is, I'm happy to 
print your letter to raise 

what awareness I can, 
because you're not the 
first person to write to 
me about this problem. 
For what it's worth, 
some hard-of-hearing 
readers have reported 
that closed captioning 
makes watching TV far 
less frustrating. Also, 
some televisions come 
with a "Clear Voice" 
audio setting that might 
help. 

       Dear Annie: I 
have a salaried job and 
can mostly work from 
home. I have fared bet-
ter during this pandem-
ic than many people, 
but right now I feel 
like butter that's been 
spread over too much 
toast. I find myself 
obsessed with current 
events -- constantly 
refreshing Twitter or 
turning on the news. 
I scroll through my 

phone in bed. And it's 
the first thing I look at 
when I wake up. I feel 
so hopeless, but I can't 
stop looking. -- Fading 
Fast

      Dear Fading: First 
and foremost, make 
your bedroom a phone-
free zone. Having our 
phones around keeps 
our brains engaged 
and makes it difficult 
to fall asleep and get 
high-quality sleep. And 
quality sleep is essen-
tial to mental health. 

   Secondly, go on a 
news diet. Set a certain 
amount of minutes or 
a certain window of 
time during which you'll 
check the news, and 
steer clear of it other-
wise. (There are even 
apps designed to help 
with this: The program 
SelfControl allows us-

ers to block themselves 
from accessing certain 
sites for a designated 
amount of time.) You 
shouldn't stick your 
head in the sand, but 
you shouldn't stare 
straight into the sun, 
either.

   Lastly, you'll feel 
less depressed about 
the general state of 
the world if you feel 
you're doing your part 
to improve it. Figure 
out which causes you 
care most passionately 
about, and get plugged 
in with a relevant orga-
nization in your area. 
As Muhammad Ali said, 
"Service to others is the 
rent you pay for your 
room here on earth."

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Leo Moon Optimism 

      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). Tired 
ways of thinking are 
cutting you off from a 
relationship's poten-
tial to thrill you. And, 
anyway, you no longer 
need that old pattern. 
You'll hand it over like it 
was the cost of admis-
sion to a joyride, which 
it basically it is.

      TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Find where 
your interests overlap 
those of the others. It 
will be so much easier 
to fight for what you 
care about beside oth-
ers who also care and 
are deeply invested in 
the outcome.

 GEMINI (May 
21-June 21). Through 
strength, focus and 
controlled breath, you 
work through the easy 
parts, sail along with 
the fun parts and grind 
away at the tough parts 
until you accomplish 
what you set out to do. 

      CANCER (June 
22-July 22). It shouldn't 
surprise you one bit 
that people want to be 
around your energy, 
ideas and unique voice. 
You, however, may 
need to make the first 
move because you're 
the one with the energy 
and courage it takes to 
initiate. 

      LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). There will be those 
who mistake cynicism 
and being hard to 
please with sophisti-
cation and taste. Of 
course, the truly so-
phisticated and tasteful 
will tend to be inclusive, 
curious and optimistic.

      VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). You could 
take the freeway, or 
stroll the breezeway, 
but you'll like forego 
those and any estab-
lished "way" there is 
in favor of tramping 
through the wilderness 
of your own soul to a 
destination known to 
none before you.  

      LI-
BRA 
(Sept. 
23-
Oct. 
23). 
The 
theme 
of the 
day is 
very 
much 
in 
keep-
ing 
with 
the 
scales 
that 
are 
your birth symbol. And 
if you can balance your 
lower urges and higher 
instincts, then you are 
a master of balance 
indeed. 

      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). On this is 
a day of promise, you 
recognize there are al-
ready so many fulfilled 
promises that it seems 
almost greedy to want 
more. Then again, this 
is not just for you. You 
want more for every-
one.  

      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
The day feels about 
as fresh as your heart. 
Maybe a part of it still 
needs to heal, but don't 
let that hold you back 
from showing up and 
radiating warmth which 
will only abet in the 
mending.  

      CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Knowing 
what's weird about your 
life is the first step in 
knowing what's funny 
about it, and therefore 
what's relatable and 
perhaps even charm-
ing. So go on and delve 
into the weird parts.  

      AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Don't wait 
for the day to send you 
a formal invitation to its 
opportunities. This is 
2021, not 1821, and to 
the one who is willing to 
make brave attempts, 
the opportunities are 
practically limitless.

      PI-
SCES 

(Feb. 

19-March 20). You 
finished that year, did 
all you could, and, now, 
you're done with it. 
You're headed in with 
some interesting ideas 
-- thoughts that lean 
toward ridiculous even. 
And yet, you're really 
onto something! 

      TODAY'S BIRTH-
DAY (Jan. 1). You 
go into the year with 
a clean slate -- the 
feeling that you owe no 
one and no one owes 
you. Not totally so? It 
becomes true as you 
move with ever-great-
er conviction in what 
you're creating. As 
you build a product or 
relationship, you build 
your personhood. Here 
come exciting freedoms 
and abundant resourc-
es. Scorpio and Cancer 
adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 4, 22, 1, 
18 and 42.

      WEEKEND LOVE 
FORECAST: ARIES: 
Like the first bird of 
morning, you call out a 
few notes and wait for a 
reply. The answers will 
come slow at first but 
quickly once the atmo-
sphere warms up. TAU-
RUS: Resist the urge 
to impress, as it's more 
impressive to feel you 
have nothing to prove. 
GEMINI: Don't wait 
to be given attention. 
Grab it, take it where 
you want it, entertain, 
charm, lead. CAN-
CER: Everyone wants 
to get in on a winning 
situation, but it takes 
someone really special 

to spot the winners on 
the way up. You have 
the eye. LEO: You've 
learned to curb willful, 
selfish urges and can 
witness them in others 
with compassion. VIR-
GO: It is natural to as-
sume that other people 
are like you, but more 
interesting to pay atten-
tion to find out the ways 
in which they are not. 
LIBRA: Heed your own 
superstitions, not be-
cause anything bad will 
happen but because 
it's more fun to play by 
your own rules. SCOR-
PIO: You're attractive in 
ways you know about 
and in ways you don't. 
So, just do you and let 
your charms fall where 
they may. SAGITTARI-
US: You'll be an excel-
lent judge of character 
if you don't project 
your own personality 
onto the blank slate of 
an unknown person. 
CAPRICORN: Maybe 
romance is just a state 
of understanding. The 
new situations give you 
more information to 
listen to and process. 
AQUARIUS: You co-ex-
ist harmoniously in 
whatever environment 
you find yourself in, 
and yet you can't help 
but notice the amazing 
extra blend you get 
with a certain someone. 
PISCES: You'll enjoy a 
small but hugely mean-
ingful personal victory. 

      COUPLE OF THE 
WEEKEND: Virgo lunar 
influence blends beauti-
fully with the earth sign 
energy of the Capri-
corn moon. The Virgo/
Capricorn couple is an 
ambitious pairing in the 
best way -- a power 
couple who becomes 
successful by their own 
volition. People tend 
to be admiring instead 
of jealous of this crew 
because the hard work 
is obvious and their 
rewards not only well-
earned but generously 
repaid and charitably 
redistributed. 
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