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Last week 10 volunteers showed up 
for Toasty Tuesday. Keep Big Spring 
Beautiful focused on the area on 
FM 700 surrounding the Big Spring 
Veterinary Diagnostic Clinic. The 
volunteers picked up 25 bags of trash 
during the pick up. This week Toasty 
Tuesday is headed back up FM 700 
and focusing on the area around 
GameStop. Those wanting to volun-
teer – families, youth groups, busi-
nesses, service organizations, etc. – 
are encouraged to come out and join 
the efforts at 6:30 p.m. Trash bags 
are provided for those wanting to 
help. 

By TAMMY SCHRECENGOST
Heritage Museum

On an unusually warm Monday after-
noon, March 1942, Mrs. Logan Prichard 
heard a strange noise coming from the 
pasture near her home. She and her fam-
ily were living in the old Birdwell house 
located at 9thand Goliad where pasture-
land surrounded the home. Mrs. Prich-
ard thought it was a kitten in trouble and 
decided to go and check out the situation 
with her two young sons in tow.  They 
walked down into the Birdwell tank 
basin and realized the noise was not a 
kitten at all but a newborn baby which 
had been placed in a cardboard box and 

wedged in a cedar tree.    
The baby girl was covered in scratches 

and still had the umbilical cord attached 
to her. The infant was just a few hours 
old. Mrs. Prichard set out to locate a tele-
phone but instead ran into two young 
boys who quickly took off on foot and 
ran to the City Hall office to report the 
abandonment to police.  As officer E.B. 
Bethell arrived on the scene, he discov-
ered the baby girl. Her limbs were be-
ginning to turn blue from exposure.  He 
grabbed the baby and raced up the steep 
embankment to the Big Spring Hospital.  

The baby was examined, fed, cleaned, 

See HISTORY, Page 3

A moment in time
Miracle baby lives after abandonment in tree

Courtesy photos

Pictured above left is the Miracle Baby that was abandoned in the  
tree that is pictured above. The Heritage Museum shares the story of 
a miracle that has traveled through  Big Spring history. 

Howard County
Covid-19 update

Toasty Tuesday cleaning up FM 700 this week

Sinclair Oil agreement, possible 
appointment of Municipal Judge, 
focus of consideration by Council 

City of Big Spring
Special to the Herald

On Sept. 17, 2020, Howard County 
officials were notified two more resi-
dents have succumbed to COVID-19 
and passed away. The first patient 
was a 75-year-old male who was being 
treated outside of our jurisdiction; the 
second patient was an 86-year-old male 
who was also being treated by a doctor 
at an outside facility. These patients 
are the 13th and 14th COVID-19 related 
deaths in Howard County. 

County and City officials are sad-
dened by this news and we extend our 
deepest condolences to their family 
members. We ask that you keep these 
families in your thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time. 

County and City officials urge com-
munity members to take every precau-
tion to protect yourself and your family 
members. Please continue to practice 
social distancing, stay home when 
possible, wash your hands frequently, 
and wear a mask while in public areas. 
These are all things you can do to help 
prevent yourself and your loved ones 
from becoming ill from any respira-
tory illness including COVID-19. 

City of Big Spring and Howard Coun-
ty officials were notified of 58 new posi-
tive COVID-19 test results for the week 

See CASES, Page 3

By AMANDA DUFORAT
Managing Editor 

The Big Spring City Council will be meeting in two sessions 
on Tuesday, Sept. 22. The Council members will meet at 10 
a.m. at Council Chambers for an Agenda Work Session. 

During the work session, those wishing to attend are wel-
come. The Council will be discussing several agenda items 
including amending the Code of Ordinances – 20% collection 
costs for delinquent taxes, amending personnel policies and 
procedures, an amendment for Ordinance No. 004-2020 on 
Sanctuary City for the Unborn, and a budget amendment for 
additional equipment for new ambulance. 

Council members will also be considering the right-of-way 

See WORK, Page 2

City Council to meet in 
Work Session at 10 a.m.

By AMANDA DUFORAT
Managing Editor 

The Big Spring City Council will meet in regular session 
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the City Council Chambers. Council 
will look at possibly taking action on appointment of Munici-
pal Judge and authorizing the Mayor to take any necessary 
action. 

Those wanting to attend the meeting are welcome to do so, 
at 307 E. Fourth Street, or through live stream on Channel 17 
through Suddenlink or mybispring.com/224/Channel-17-Live. 

Interim City Manager Shane Bowles will be delivering the 
City Manager report to the Council Tuesday evening. In the 
report, members will hear about the recent Large Item Pick 
up and the date for the upcoming district. An update will be 
provided on large holes and backfill. Discussion will take 
place regarding a new code officer along with an update on 
seizure of abandoned property. There will also be a Census 
2020 update provided to Council. 

See CITY, Page 3
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MONDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees It, 615 Set-
tles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

TUESDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• A six-week course in Wellness and Quality 
of Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring 
Creek Fellowship at the Spring Town Plaza, 1801 
E. FM 700. There is no charge for the course, and 
a workbook will be provided. Contact Steve Purdy 
at 432-517-4840 for more information.

• Caregivers Support Group, sponsored by the 
Area Agency on Aging, meets the second Tues-
day of every month at 10:30 a.m. The meetings are 
held at the Senior Citizens Center located at 100 
Whipkey Drive. These meetings are open for any 
caregiver, whether medical professional or fam-
ily member. For more information, please call 
Becky Letz at 267-1628.

• Al-anon family group meets at 8 p.m. at 615 
Settles.

• DivorceCare is a biblical support group for 
those facing divorce or separation. Each DVD ses-
sion features nationally respected experts, such 
as Christian Counselors and Pastors. Small group 
discussions and workbook exercises help partici-
pants apply the information to their own situa-
tions. We cover pertinent issues like: • Will I sur-
vive? • How to get out of debt. • How do you know 
when you are ready for a new relationship? • How 
to lessen the impact of divorce on your children. • 
Is reconciliation possible? There is no charge for 
attendance. 13-week seminars are held two times 
per year on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. The next 
session beging Sept. 3, 2019. Visit the DivorceCare 
Ministry of TBC Facebook page for information. 
You can also call Donna Burcham at 267-6344 for 
information on seminar dates and how you can 
register to attend.

WEDNESDAY

• Celebrate Recovery meets at First United 
Methodist Church Youth Hall, 400 Scurry, from 
6-8 p.m. Hurts, habits and hang-ups. 

THURSDAY

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-
cussion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting 6:30 un-
til 7:30 p.m. Newcomers’ meeting 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in 
is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center 
Veteran’s Healing Center.

• Bring Everyone Into The Zone, or BEITZ Sup-
port Group, is a veteran-based peer group. The 
purpose of the group is to provide peer-to-peer 
support to service members, veterans and fami-
lies, especially those suffering from post-traumat-
ic stress disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury 
(TBI), military sexual trauma (MST) and other 
traumatic events in their lives. BEITZ meets ev-
ery Thursday at 6 p.m. at 501 Birdwell Lane. 

For more information, email francisco.garza@
wtcmhmr.org, or call 432-268-3003.

Submit your Support Group information to be in-
cluded or updated. Email information to editor@
Bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331. 

• A new group has started in Howard County. It is 
made up of people of all ages and genders who want 
to be better than they are. The focus of the fledgling 
organization is to engage in meaningful discus-
sions that promote personal growth. Additionally, 
the yet to be named organization will plan and ex-
ecute worthwhile activities within the community. 
There is no membership fee and attendance is not 
taken. The only requirements are that you be posi-
tive or want to be more positive than you are, con-
sider yourself to be a good person but want to be 
better than you are, and that you have a desire to 
help others be better too. Childcare is available dur-
ing the discussion time if you let us know. Topics 
to be avoided include Religion and Politics, though 
we can dance around them.

The unnamed group is being sponsored by the 
local Masons and it meets in the Masonic Lodge 
on the court square. It is not necessary that you 
have any masonic affiliation to participate in this 
Growth Group. All Covid-19 safety protocols will 
be followed as defined by local, state, and federal 
authorities.  At this time refreshments will not be 
served but you are welcome to bring your own and 
not share. The next meeting is Sept. 17, 2020, at 7 
p.m. at 219 South Main Big Spring, Texas. For more 
information write to Colonel.Allen.M.Morris@
Gmail.com or just come to the meeting.

• Coahoma Lion’s Club Trade Day will be held 
Sept. 26 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Downtown Co-
ahoma. There will be food, arts & crafts, antiques, 
collectibles, clothing, and more. This will be in 
conjunction with Coahoma City Wide Garage Sale. 
Please practice social distancing at six feet and face 
masks are recommended. For more information, 
call 432-394-4287. 

 • The Life Center in Big Spring is helping moms 
and dads with a Diaper Day Giveaway! Call for a 
five minute phone appointment and a pickup time 
for free diapers, wipes and formula. 432-606-5041.

• The Senior Supper Club has come out of hiber-
nation to resume its normal Tuesday evening din-
ners.   The Come-One-Come-All group will be meet-
ing on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and orders will be placed 
around 5:30 p.m. after much socializing from a dis-
tance. The Senior Supper Club is an informal group 
of folks from Howard County who meet at least 
weekly and sometimes more for Dutch-Treat food 
at different area restaurants.  Sometimes the group 
also meets for cards, dominoes, or desserts and fel-
lowship.   For more information, contact Colonel.
Allen.M.Morris@Gmail.com.

• St. Vincent de Paul will be open the following 
dates beginning May 2020. Food distribution will 
take place the second Thursday of each month 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and other assistance 
will take place the third Thursday of each month 
from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Both distributions 
will take place at 1009 Hearn at SVDP Building. 

• Isaiah 58 will be open on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. 
until 11 a.m.  further notice, for the safety of their 
volunteers and those they serve. Those receiving 
services are asked to enter the parking lot on 9th 
Street and exit onto Scurry. Please bring a form of 
identification with you to pick up food. Masks are 
required and those receiving food boxes will need 
to place boxes in their own vehicles until further 
notice. All these efforts are being put in place to 
help slow the spread and ensure the safety of those 
volunteering and those receiving services. 

• Permian Basin Multiple Sclerosis Support 
Group for information, encouragement and sup-
port. 

The group meets monthly on the Second Saturday 
of each month from 10 AM to 12 PM at the Holiday 
Inn Express at 5321 John Ben Sheppard Parkway, 
Odessa. If you or someone you know has been 
touched by MS, or if you are just interested in more 
information please feel to contact Gary Tidwell at 
garylteagle1987@gmail.com.

• VFW Post 2013 meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. New members are being sought. 
The Post is located at 500 Driver Rd. Qualified vet-
erans, those who have served in a foreign war, who 
are interested in joining the VFW are encouraged 
to attend a meeting to find out more information.

• DivorceCare is a biblical support group for 
those facing divorce or separation. Each DVD ses-
sion features nationally respected experts, such as 

Christian Counselors and Pastors. Small group dis-
cussions and workbook exercises help participants 
apply the information to their own situations. We 
cover pertinent issues like: • Will I survive? • How 
to get out of debt. • How do you know when you are 
ready for a new relationship? • How to lessen the 
impact of divorce on your children. • Is reconcili-
ation possible? There is no charge for attendance. 
13-week seminars are held two times per year on 
Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. at Trinity Bap-
tist Church in Big Spring. Visit the DivorceCare 
Ministry of TBC Facebook page for information. 
You can also call Donna Burcham at 267-6344 for in-
formation on seminar dates and how you can regis-
ter to attend.

• O’Neal-Kunkle, Chapter #47 of the Disabled 
American Vets (D.A.V.), meets the third Monday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. at 2204 Runnels Street. For 
more information, please contact Norman Witcher 
at 432-413-6663.

• Home Hospice is looking for volunteers (18+) 
and junior volunteers (9-16 years old). Applications 
can be picked up at the Home Hospice office, located 
at 111 E. Seventh Street, Suite A between 8 a.m and 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Adult volunteers 
will need to complete a training and must be able 
to pass a background check. Volunteer duties will 
include home visits; junior volunteers will be help-
ing with office work, community events and holi-
day activities. More information can be obtained 
by calling 264-7599 or 432-967-0901. 

• Keep Big Spring Beautiful meets at noon the first 
Monday of every month. We meet at Howard Col-
lege in the Cactus Room. Our vision is that every 
Big Spring citizen will take individual responsibil-
ity for making Big Spring the most beautiful city 
in Texas. Visitors are always welcome. For more 
information call Tammy at 432-935-0057. Toasty 
Tuesday is also a weekly clean up effort that takes 
place around town at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday. The 
locations is normally announced on the Keep Big 
Spring Beautiful Page along with in the Monday 
edition of the Big Spring Herald. 

• The Big Spring Art Association meets the third 
Saturday of the month, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., in 
the basement of the Howard County Library. Come 
join us, we would love to have you.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in 
need of foster families. Foster parents are the care-
takers for the children in the community who have 
been abused or neglected. For more information on 
becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children’s Protective Services office at 432-263-
9669.

• Victim Services is a non-profit independent 
community-based program serving victims of all 
violent crime, including, but not limited to, as-
sault, sexual assault and domestic violence. Victim 
Services advocates are available 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, to provide crisis intervention or ac-
companiment to the hospital and law enforcement 
agencies, as needed. If you can commit to 30-hour 
training, an interview process and a background 
check, we need you. For more information, call 
Linda Calvio at 432-263-3312.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We need your help. If 
you’re interested in volunteering, contact Sara Ba-
saldua at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.BecomeaCA-
SA.org or www.casawtx.org.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center Auxiliary is 
looking for new members. If you have a heart for 
serving people, have at least four hours a week to 
spare, SMMC Auxiliary might be the fit for you.
Duties include working in the gift shop, deliver-
ing newspapers to inpatients, hospitality services, 
popcorn and more.To find out more about opportu-
nities available with the SMMC Auxiliary, contact 
Amy Miramontes at 268-4809 or April Arms at 268-
4907.

WORK
Continued from Page 1

license or easement with Sinclair Oil and an 
agreement with Cap-Rock Holdings, LLC. The 
Howard County 9-1-1 Communications District's 
proposed budget will also be discussed during the 
work session. 

Discussion will also include authorization for 
outside legal counsel on two different matters, one 
of them regarding 1505 E. Second Street. 

The agreement with Area Agency on Aging and 
one with Maxar/Digital Globe will also be dis-
cussed. 

The announcement of the work session was post-
ed on Friday at 5:15 p.m. along with the City Coun-
cil agenda. 
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Martin County Hospital District
National Award-Winning Healthcare Facility!

 Martin County Hospital is an Equal Opportunity Employer600 E. I-20, Stanton      •       (432) 607-3200

• Rural Health Clinic
• Surgical Services
• EMS
• Physical, Occupational & Speech 
   Therapy
• Low-Wait Emergency Room

• Pain Management
• BioTe
• Wellness Center
• Laboratory
• X-Rays & CT Scans

HISTORY
Continued from Page 1

and wrapped in warm blankets.  The nurses fell in love with the 
little foundling as they took over the job of surrogate mother and 
unofficially gave her the name “Doris Marie.”  Doctors said the 
nine-pound dark haired baby was completely healthy but would 
have died if left unattended for much longer.  

Immediately, adoption requests from around the United States, 
flooded the hospital.  A week later, a young lady reluctantly came 
forward to claim the infant. Sheriff Andrew Merrick arrested her 
for child abandonment.  Ten days after finding the abandoned 
baby, Howard County District Judge Cecil Collings set a hear-
ing date, however Judge Collings had to postpone the trial before 
it began.  The young mother’s attorney claimed she was too ill 
to attend a hearing.  In addition to the mother’s request, there 
were seven anxious petitioners who had filed formal adoption re-
quests for the baby.   Reporters and curious site seers crowding 
into the courthouse. Judge Collings decided to hear the case in 
a closed hearing to be held late in the evening of March 24, 1942. 
The Judge ruled that there was no legal cause why the mother 
should not retain custody of her baby as she had requested.  

  The 24-year-old mother of two other children said her hus-
band had left her a few months earlier and she had been forced 
to live with relatives. She said she feared telling the relatives 
because they were all having hardships and financial problems 
of their own. She worked at Beatys Steam Laundry that was lo-
cated at 601 Goliad and not too far from where the baby was left 
abandoned. No one suspected that the young mother was preg-
nant.  She had managed to hide her pregnancy from everyone 
she worked with including her relatives.  While at work, she 
started having pains and told the Sheriff that she went to the 
pasture for a walk where she gave birth to the infant. She said 
she went back home and grabbed some towels to use on the baby 
and to retrieve her. However, she says when she returned to the 
site, she saw police officers and ran away.  

It appears her story convinced the judge that she was a suitable 
parent. The mother subsequently gave the baby girl to a couple 
from California.  Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Robinson, legally named 
the baby, Doris Marie Robinson.  The mother of the “abandoned 
infant” divorced her husband and married another man a year 
later in 1943.  She gave birth to a son one month after her wed-
ding and the family moved to the Abilene area and eventually 
added 6 more children to the family.   

CASES
Continued from Page 1

of September 14th, 2020. To date, Howard County 
and Big Spring have had a total of 461 confirmed 
positive COVID-19 cases. This week, the number of 
active cases increased from 128 to 130; an increase 
of two cases from last week. The total number of 
people recovered from COVID-19 also increased 
this week; we have 302 patients recovered, an in-
crease of 53. 

The increase in positive cases is once again at-

tributed to an outbreak of COVID-19 at the Federal 
Correctional Institution. Of the 130 active cases 
this week in Howard County, 114 are inmates at 
FCI Big Spring. Therefore, only sixteen cases are 
Howard County/Big Spring residents. This is a de-
crease in the number of community cases for the 
second week in a row. 

On Thursday, September 17th, the governor of 
Texas announced that all restaurants, retail es-
tablishments, gyms and office buildings can start 
operating at 75% capacity. Additionally, nursing 
home facilities may, under certain circumstances, 
allow visitors into their facilities. Unfortunately, 

bars are still closed under the governor’s current 
order. 

These are positive steps for Big Spring and How-
ard County; however, County and City officials 
continue to urge community members to take ev-
ery precaution to protect yourself and your fam-
ily members. Please continue to practice social 
distancing, stay home when possible, wash your 
hands frequently, and wear a mask while in pub-
lic areas. These are all things you can do to help 
prevent yourself and your loved ones from becom-
ing ill from any respiratory illness including CO-
VID-19. 

 Special to the Herald
Yesterday, Governor Abbott announced the easing of statewide restrictions 

on elective procedures, effective immediately. This is good news for patients 
who had to postpone certain medical procedures due to these precautions.

From serious conditions to aches and pains, the health care needs of the Big 
Spring community did not stop. Now is the time for individuals and families 
to get the medical care— from a routine check-up to a medical procedure -- that 
may have been postponed during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Our clinics are open, elective procedures are ready to be scheduled, and our 
emergency room continues to be a safe place to treat ALL emergencies. We’ve 

are working quickly to reschedule previously cancelled procedures  
To ensure the safety of patients and to provide a safe and clean environment 

for any visit to our facilities, we are intensely focused on new cleaning proto-
cols and personal protection procedures to keep patients safe. We have also 
implemented new practices to ensure that any COVID-related care is done in 
an isolated area away from other patients and their families.

SMMC has taken every precaution and made the necessary preparations to 
care for patients in a safe, controlled and professional way. Thank you for con-
tinuing to trust SMMC for your family’s healthcare needs.

For more information on visitor policies or to stay updated with the latest 
information, visit www.scenicmountainmedicalcenter.org

Scenic Mountain Medical Center is open for 
Elective Procedures and All Other Medical Needs

CITY
Continued from Page 1

As part of the Consent Agenda, Council will hear the final reading of a reso-
lution amending Chapter IX of the Big Spring Personnel Policy entitled "Con-
duct" Section 3 "Political Activity" to reduce political activity restrictions on 
non-firefighter city employees to the same level as firefighter, city employees; 
a resolution amending Section 9 of the purchasing policy entitled "Purchase 
orders" to limit purchases for Council member use of computer hardware and 
related goods and services by requiring City Council to approve such pur-
chases in advance, cancelling orders of such goods and services currently in 
effect; and declaring equipment purchased without such approval surplus 
property and ordering it to be sold; and a resolution approving a negotiated 
settlement between the Executive Committee of Cities served by Atmos west 
Texas and Atmos Energy Corp. West Texas Division regarding the Company's 
2020 Rate review mechanism filing; and an ordinance amending Chapter 32 
of the Big Spring City Code Entitled "Licenses, Taxation, and Miscellaneous 
Business Regulations" article II "Taxation" section 32-34 "Homestead Exemp-
tion for aged persons" by amending the permanent homestead exemption for 
individuals 65 and over and codifying a permanent homestead exemption for 
persons who are disabled. 

Before heading into to new business, Council members will revisit three pre-
viously tabled agenda items: Final reading of an ordinance amending Chap-
ter 32 "Licenses, Taxation, and Miscellaneous Business Regulation" Article II 
"Taxation" Division 1 "Generally" by adding a new section 32-38 entitled "Addi-
tional penalty for collection costs for delinquent taxes" to assess an additional 
20% penalty to defray costs of collecting delinquent property taxes; authorize 
interim City Manager to negotiate contracting authority a right of way license 
or easement within the City of Big Spring to Sinclair Oil or another party; and 
Consideration of an agreement with Cap-Rock Holdings LLC. 

There will also be a presentation on delinquent property tax collection from 
Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins, & Mott LLP from W. Tracy Crites Jr. and 
a presentation on right of way license or easement with Sinclair Oil before 
Council revisits the issues. 

Council will hear the first reading of a resolution amending Chapter IX of 
the Big Spring Personnel Policies and Procedures entitled "Conduct" Section 
7 "Relations with Mayor/Council" to limit the definition of the term "Informa-
tion". 

Mayor Thomason  will present the first reading of a resolution directing the 
Mayor to seek outside legal counsel for the purpose of reviewing potential 
changes to the City Attorney's employment contract. 

Council will look at an agreement with Area Agency for the provision of con-
gregate and home-delivered meals and an engineering agreement with Jacob 
& Martin, LLC for Water Line Replacements under the City's 2020 Texas Com-

munity Development Block Grant Administered by the Texas Department of 
Agriculture.

Council will retire into Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters; 
Closed Meeting to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reas-
signment, duties, discipline or dismissal of City Manager and Interim City 
Manager. They will also discuss Consultation with Attorney; Closed Meeting 
to seek advice of its legal counsel about pending or contemplated litigation 
and on a matter or matters in which the duty of the attorney to the City under 
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct would not allow the at-
torney to provide advice to City Council in open session. Once discussion has 
concluded the Council will reconvene in open session and take any needed 
action from Executive Session. 

Other items on the agenda include: 
• Vouchers for 09/10/2020 and 09/17/2020
• Appointment to Boards and Committees: Parks & Recreation Board which 

has one opening and a new resume from Nolan Dominguez
• Consideration and possible action to delegate authority to City Manager to 

conclude an agreement with Maxar/Digital Globe for an extended lease of up 
to 20 years at the Big Spring McMahon Wrinkle Airpark or other city owned 
property

• Approve City Council Meeting Minutes of regular meeting Sept. 8, 2020 and 
special meeting Sept. 12, 2020; Big Spring Economic Development Corporation 
Board of Director's Minutes for meeting of Aug. 18, 2020

• First reading of ordinance amending ordinance Number 029-2020 which 
adopted the annual budget for the City of Big Spring for the Fiscal Year be-
ginning Oct. 1, 2020 and ending Sept. 20, 2021 by increasing the general fund 
budget to purchase additional equipment for the speciality built infectious 
disease ambulance

• First reading of resolution amending Big Spring Personnel Policies and 
procedures Chapbter VII entitled “Compensation” Section 2 “Administration 
of Range/Step Salary Schedules” subsection C to remove employee merit rais-
es; amending Chapter XII entitled “Non-disciplinary separation” by repealing 
Section 4 “Retirement of Employee at Age 70

• First reading of an ordinance amending ordinance NO. 004-2020 declaring 
the City of Big Spring a Sanctuary City for the Unborn by amending the Title 
of the Ordinance to Safe Haven for the Unborn amending Section B “Declara-
tion” subsection 1 to amend the declaration to “Safe Haven for the Unborn” 
amending the order of section C, subsection 2 for clarity; amending Section C, 
subsection 2 to provide an affirmative defense for abortions that are medically 
necessary. 

Amanda Duforat is the Managing Editor at the Big Spring Herald. To contact 
her, email editor@bigspringherald.com or call 432-
263-7331. 

Subscribe to the E-edition, visit 
www.bigspringherald.com

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Brad Dugan, 62, 
died Friday.  
Graveside service 
will be at 2:00 PM 
Monday at Trinity 
Memorial Park. 

Lucy McElreath, 75, 
died Thursday.  
Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.
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Outlaw Auto Salvage
Used Parts - Cars, Trucks & SUV’s

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday
8:30am-5:00pm

Closed Sat. & Sun.

5717 W. I-20   (432) 816-1947

Phillips Fabrication Inc.
Manufacturer and Fabricator
All Types of Steel Products

Randy Phillips
President

Cell: (432) 517-0399
randyphillips@philfab.com

• Custom Steel Manufacturer • Fabrication • Construction
1305 E. Airpark Dr.                                                                                                                                                Office No. (432) 264-6600
Big Spring, TX 79720                                                                                                                                          www.philfab.com
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Big Spring Invitational XC Meet results 
from Saturday at Comanche Trail Park

By SHAWN MORAN
Herald Sports Writer

The Big Spring Invitational cross coun-
try meet took place at Comanche Trail 
Park this past weekend. Runners from nine 
schools (All Saints Episcopal, Big Spring, 
Coahoma, Compass Academy, Lamesa 
Klondike, Midland Greenwood, New Home, 
Odessa, Odessa Permian) took part in the 
meet and the runners from Big Spring and 
Coahoma put together a great showing. The 
Steers’ own Roman Perez was victorious in 
the boys’ 5,000 meter race and led them to a 
team win on the day.

4A-6A Boys’ Junior Varsity 5,000 M
Odessa’s Miguel Lujan came in first place 

(20:25.03) with Big Spring freshman David 
Villagrana (third, 21:17.67), sophomore Jor-
dan Mitchell (fourth, 21:34.64) and junior 
Joshua Mireles (sixth, 22:14.11) rounding 
out the top finishers. 

4A-6A Girls’ Junior Varsity 5,000 M
Odessa’s Amada Angela Gonzales finished in first by a landslide (24:43.19). 

The only Big Spring runners to participate were freshman Alyssa Bernal 
(29:55.14) and sophomore Sapphire Martinez (32:35.92) who finished in ninth 
and tenth place, respectively.

1A-3A Boys’ Varsity 5,000 M
Senior runner Ash Bumstead from All Saints Episopal (19:03.51) captured the 

victory after a strong performance on the trail. Coahoma freshman Jake Free-
man (12th, 21:10.57), senior Ethan Biddison (18th, 22:19.84), senior D’Kota Har-
rison (22nd, 22:45.15), senior Nicolas Biddison (27th, 24:20.13), freshman Juan 
Carlos Garza (28th, 24:23.06), and freshman Keiston Harrison (30th, 26:43.63) 
all had good performances but still have more room to improve.

1A-3A Girls’ Varsity 3,200 M
Compass Academy freshman Lindsey 

Ruiz (12:59.67) finished in first place. From 
Coahoma, sophomore Serena Dobbs was 
the only runner to take part and finished in 
sixth place (14:27.83).

4A-6A Boys’ Varsity 5,000 M
Big Spring’s own Roman Perez came in 

first place and finished almost 15 seconds 
quicker than the next runner (17:08.58). 
Sophomore Isaac Gonzales (sixth, 18:04.19), 
sophomore Adrian Solis (eighth, 18:17.45), 
freshman Michael Perez (10th, 19:31.21), se-
nior Brandon Rogers (14th, 20:27.52), fresh-
man Joseph Gonzales (15th, 20:30.07), senior 
J Jones (16th, 20:37.59), and freshman Evan 
Medrano (22nd, 22:09.57) rounded out the 
rest of the finishers for the Steers. 

4A-6A Girls’ Varsity 5,000 M
Odessa Permian junior Raeley Howard finished in first place (21:41.38). For 

Big Spring, there were a group of girls that all put together their best effort and 
left it all on the trail on Saturday morning. Big Spring junior Elisabeth Jones 
(second, 22:25.53) and freshman Erin Mendoza (fifth, 23:02.95) both were able to 
place in the top five. Senior Falicity Calderon (17th, 24:36.06), sophomore Felic-
ity Yanez (20th, 25:45.39), sophomore Esperanza De Los Santos (26th, 26:23.68), 
freshman Analisa De Los Santos (29th, 26:43.07), freshman Alexa Mehan (32nd, 
27:09.36), and freshman Aracelee Alvarado (33rd, 29:01.12) rounded out the race 
for the Lady Steers.

UP NEXT: Big Spring will race at Mae Simmons Park in Lubbock next Sat-
urday.

Shawn Moran is the sports writer at the Big Spring Herald. To contact him, 
e-mail sports@bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331. 

HERALD Photo/Shawn Moran

Two runners make their way through the cross-country 
trail at Comanche Trail Park this past Saturday.

Coahoma wins nail biter over San Angelo Lake View
Special to the Herald

COAHOMA — Fans were sitting on the 
edge of their seats Saturday at the CES com-
petition gym to watch the Bulldogettes win 
a tightly fought match against the San An-
gelo Lake View Maidens in five sets — 25-17, 
25-14, 23-25, 26-28, 16-14.

Entering into the final game, the Maidens 
were on a roll after coming from behind to 
win the third and fourth sets, and it looked 
as if Lake View would pull off a victory by 
starting off with a 4-point run. However, the 
Bulldogettes rallied.

“We won the first two sets but it seemed 
like we almost got content in the third set 
and then the fourth set didn’t go our way,” 
said Coahoma Head Volleyball Coach Ja-
mie Bonner. “We didn’t go all out for every 
single point in those sets, so I told them that 
was something we needed to adjust. You have to 
be on it mentally and physically especially with a 
team like this.”

With the win, the Bulldogettes finish preseason 
with a 9-1 record. 

“I think it was actually good for us to go five sets 

to see if we can finish,” Bonner said. “We haven't 
had many long games, we’ve had a couple that went 
four. I think it was good for them mentally to see 
our team has each other’s backs, and we can over-
come that adversity and win.”

MaKynlee Overton led the Bulldogettes to victory 

with 14 kills, 11 digs and five blocks. Senior 
Ashley Romero had nine kills and three 
blocks. Senior Julia Cox had nine kills and 
sophomore Zoie Joslin had 26 assists.

Junior Madison Rodgers also had a stand-
out game with five kills, four digs, four 
aces and one block. She was also solid on 
the serving line during a crucial part of the 
third and fifth sets. 

“She is a really strong server and that is 
huge for us,” Bonner said. “She is a great 
asset. With the game on the line, she can 
serve just as hard as she does when it's just 
the first point of the set. I am very proud of 
her on how she performed at the game.” 

Rodgers said she tries to not let the pres-
sure distract her.

“I just give it to God at that moment,” Rod-
gers said. “I just tell him I can do anything 
through you and it happens.”

Next: Coahoma begins district play on Saturday, 
Sept. 26 when the Bulldogettes host Reagan Coun-
ty. Game times are: 10 a.m., JV White; 11 a.m., JV 
Red; noon, varsity.

Courtesy Photo/Coahoma ISD

The Bulldogettes celebrate after scoring a point  against 
San Angelo Lake View on Saturday.

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — One 
gamble after another failed for coach 
Mike McCarthy in his home debut 
with the Dallas Cowboys.

A successful onside kick made them 
all moot.

Greg Zuerlein kicked a 46-yard field 
goal as time expired, and the Cowboys 
overcame four fumbles and a 20-point 
deficit in the first quarter to beat the 
Atlanta Falcons 40-39 on Sunday.

The Falcons were still up 15 in the 
fourth quarter before Dak Prescott 
became the first quarterback in NFL 
history to pass for more than 400 
yards and rush for three touchdowns 
in the same game, the third TD get-
ting Dallas (1-1) within two.

Zuerlein did not use a tee for his 
slow-rolling onside attempt, a rare 
tactic. But even more curious was 
Atlanta's players surrounding the 
ball when they could have recovered 
it. As soon as it crossed the 10-yard 
mark, C.J. Goodwin pounced — and 
later emerged from the big pile with 
the ball and 1:48 on the clock.

Rookie receiver CeeDee Lamb's 24-
yard catch got the Cowboys in field 

goal position, and they ran down the 
clock before "Greg the Leg" touched 
off a wild celebration for the players 
and the socially distanced 21,708 fans 
who booed Dallas off the field with At-
lanta up 29-10 at halftime. The crowd 
was 27% of AT&T Stadium's 80,000-
seat capacity. 

"I don't know if I've been in many 
games like this thing," Prescott said. 
"But to be able to get the win, and in 
front of those fans that were there, 
stayed the whole game, they didn't 
give up on us. That was a huge differ-
ence."

Instead of lamenting just his second 
0-2 start — his only one was his first 
season in Green Bay in 2006 — McCar-
thy celebrated his debut on the Dallas 
sideline of the venue that hosted his 
Super Bowl win with the Packers a 
decade ago.

In his final two appearances in the 
$1.2 billion retractable-roof stadium 
with the Packers, McCarthy watched 
as Aaron Rodgers beat the Cowboys 
twice in the final seconds, includ-
ing a divisional playoff game when 
Prescott was a rookie.

"I had one on the other sideline, but 
not like this," McCarthy said. "We dug 
ourselves such a big hole in the first 
quarter. We're early in the process of 
our football team finding out about 
each other each and every day." 

Matt Ryan threw four touchdown 
passes, two off the three lost fumbles 
from the Cowboys in the first quarter, 
which ended with Atlanta in front 20-
0.

But the Falcons couldn't avoid their 
first 0-2 start in six seasons under 
coach Dan Quinn in a performance 
reminiscent of their blown 28-3 lead 
in a Super Bowl loss to New England 
in Houston to finish the 2016 season.

In the past nine seasons, Atlanta 
now has two of the three instances 
in which a team lost after leading by 
at least 15 points with less than eight 
minutes remaining in the fourth 
quarter.

"It's tough to put a loss like that in 
place," Quinn said. "I told the team 
there has to be a lesson in the pain of 
that loss. We'll work into that as we 
put in preparation for next week, but 
definitely that one stings."

The successful onside kick for Dal-
las came after two failed fake punts 
and another gamble that didn't work 
when McCarthy went for the 2-point 
conversion before the final touch-
down the Cowboys would have need-
ed to get even.

Playing without both of his start-
ing tackles, Prescott was 34 of 47 for 
450 yards and a touchdown with one 
sack. It was his first game with mul-
tiple rushing TDs. The two-time Pro 
Bowler is the franchise leader for 
rushing scores from a QB. 

Prescott's first two TDs got Dal-
las within five in the third quarter. 
Ryan responded by converting a third 
down with a 22-yard pass to Hayden 
Hurst, who had a 42-yard touchdown 
on another first-quarter blunder from 
Dallas, a blown coverage.

After a 19-yard completion to Julio 
Jones on fourth-and-2, Russell Gage 
scored on an 8-yard throw for a 36-24 
lead. Ryan had 273 yards passing a 
week after getting 450, second-most of 
his career.

Cowboys' rally stuns Falcons 40-39 in McCarthy's home debut
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Lost & Found
FOUND Goat in Ackerly.
Call to identify! Contact the
Pet Patrol 432-270-7384

Announcements
Complete the census at
www.2020census.gov or at
the Howard County Library
M-F 9 AM- 5:30 PM.
No appointment needed.
Ask at the front desk.

Garage Sales

Saturday September 26th
7am - 1pm 2204 Alabama
79720. Camo, Scopes, Man
Toys, Furniture, Appliances,
FR Jeans, Outerwear, Lawn
Tools. All must go!

Help Wanted
All positions for Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Crew
Leaders, Techs, and
Shop/Warehouse Personnel.
Pay DOE, but will train.
Bonus Plans, Vacation and
Holiday Pay. Must be able to
pass Drug Screen.
Apply @ Blast Masters
1711 E Hwy 350.

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE STORE
now hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.
Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted
We are looking for an
ambitious, creative, self-
starter, to fill a staff writer role
at the Big Spring Herald.

Do you have a heart to share
others' stories and the desire
to be involved in your com-
munity? We want to hear
from you!

This individual would provide
news coverage, build pages,
and update social media ac-
counts/website.

Indesign and Photoshop are
a plus, but will train the right
person. We are looking for a
creative, outgoing individual
familiar with social media.
Must be a self-starter, and be
able to meet deadlines.

Individual will be responsible
for several areas of cover-
age, from feature stories to
hard news. Must have a flex-
ible schedule.

Contact Amanda Duforat
432-263-7331 Ext. 230 for
questions or to submit
your resume at
editor@bigspringherald.com.

Experienced Tire Tech
Needed. Apply at Tire Time
507 E 3rd St., Big Spring, TX.
Starting pay $15.00 hr and
higher DOE. 40 hours
weekly. Sundays off. MUST
BE ABLE TO PASS DRUG
TEST.
Contact Mike or Sarah.

Help Wanted
Help Wanted Experienced
Equipment Operator

3 years minimum experience
backhoe/excavator
Must have valid driverʼs
license
Must be able to follow
directions
Dependable, self-motivated,
able to work alone
Monday-Friday
40 hour week
PAY DOE
Some overtime
Occasional weekend
Be able to work out of town

NO PHONE CALLS

Apply at:
B & R Septic
2801 W FM 700
Big Spring, TX.

Needing part time/full time
caregivers for New Hope
Christian School.

Experience preferred but will
train the right person.
Must be able to pass
background checks and drug
screenings.

Apply in person at
118 Cedar Rd.
Hiring Full-time Office Clerk.
Must be dependable and
organized. Must have basic
computer knowledge and be
willing to learn and acquire
new skills. To Apply
please EMAIL resume to
publisher@bigspringherald.com.

Help Wanted
Now Hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers with 1-2 years
experience. For more
information please call
432-631-1994
Now hiring:
TexaStone Quarries.
Men or women can apply.
Benefits. Call 432-354-2569.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVNʼs up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RNʼs up to $5755 per month

DOE
PNAʼs starting at $2312.85

per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
jennifer.patton@hhsc.state.tx.us
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

GMS/Medical Clinic
Laboratory Tech I/GMS

Runner
Flexible Daytime Working

Hours
In GMS Laboratory

Salary Range : $2,075.83 -
$3,047.58

According to Experience

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or

432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Help Wanted
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For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
jennifer.patton@hhsc.state.tx.us
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

GMS/Medical Clinic
Laboratory Tech I/GMS

Runner
Flexible Daytime Working

Hours
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Salary Range : $2,075.83 -
$3,047.58

According to Experience

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or
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Complete an application
online at

https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Real Estate for Rent
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom
Houses for Rent.
References Required.
Central Air & Heat.
Call Richard 432-201-0539

107 East 25th St. Very clean,
small house. All appliances
included. $900 Deposit/$900
Rent. References required.
Call: 432-213-2319

2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR RENT. REMODELED
W/ CENTRAL HEAT & AIR.
CONTACT 432-816-6228

Affordable Country Living-
OASIS RV Park has Spaces
for Rent. Call 432-517-0062
or 264-9907.

Real Estate for Rent
217 West 6th St. New con-
struction, commercial or res-
idential. 1 Bedroom, all appli-
ances included. Very nice.
$1,200 Deposit/ $1,200 Rent.
Water paid. References re-
quired. Call: 432-213-2319

2911 Navajo 4 bed/1 bath.
Nice neighborhood, Parking
available in back. $1475 +
Deposit, 1 year lease.
Background & References
432-816-1815

3210 Drexel Nice- 3 BDRM
2 bath Central H/A
$1,000/Dep. 1,200/Month
1 Year Lease.
Call: 432-770-1430

FOR RENT 3 Bay Commer-
cial Building located at
1028 HWY 350. Perfect place
for a body shop.
$650.00/month + Security
Deposit. For more
information, please call
432-214-7114.

Real Estate for Sale

I20 PROPERTY AT A
GREAT PRICE! 1.5 Acres
RIGHT OFF OF exit 169 on
I20. Zoned for commercial &
Agricultural use.
432-698-0330, please leave
a message if no answer.

To place your ad, 
call or go online today:

432-263-7331
www.bigspringherald.com

BIG
SPRING
HERALD

710 Scurry
Big Spring, TX

Classified 
Ads

Starting at 
$35.00 a Week

 
$65.00 a Month

The BEST

 Advertizing 

for your 

Budget!
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PLUMBING

M-42884

G&M
Plumbing

Licensed
   & Insured

Randal Roach
           Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

Big Spring, TX 79721

11
72

7

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

LAWN SERVICE

25
86

52

Big Spring
Lawn Care

Mowing, Weedeating,
Trimming, Edge The Yard

ALL OF YOUR 
LAWN CARE
270-7733

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

26
79

46

BDA Companies
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Surveillance

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860 28

78
50

CONCRETE
28

83
66

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya
432-894-0702

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING
Specializes in Trimming

 and Removal
Bonded and Insured

Herald Reader's Choice 2018
CALL Lupe

432-268-6406
432-213-1451
FREE ESTIMATE29

25
30

DIRT SERVICES

CHARLES RAY
DIRT

Top Soil, Fill Sand,
 Cliche Dirt

• RON HUITT

29
25

39

432-271-0008

GARDEN DESIGN

Dandy
Dougs'

garden design
Doug Mays                                    254-498-4918

Consultations by appointment

30
99

19

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H FREE Real Estate Roof Inspections
H 26 Gauge Metal

We build pitched roofs

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES 288373

FREE UPGRADES

ROOFING

Accepting
Visa-Mastercard-Discover

Credit Cards
JUST IN!

(5) Semi Trucks Of
30 Year Shingles!

LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX

Advertising STARTING as low as
 $65.60 a Month!

Contact us TODAY!!
432-263-7331

CARPET MAINT.

30
99

36

GENERAL SERVICES

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates

DeLeon's Services

Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470      email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

30
18

86

Kyler 
Construction 

LLC
Serving West Texas
Earthwork, Clean up,

Fencing, Remodel,
Relocation

432-213-1123
wealthyways38@gmail.com
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By Holiday MatHis

By Steve Becker

Pre-Equinox Grace 

      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). In foreign 
environments, exercise 
the highest judgment. 
It will be better to err 
on the side of caution 
and restraint, especially 
when it comes to show-
ing respect. 

      TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Perhaps you 
can't help those impul-
sive or habitual moves, 
but the ones you have 
to think about -- think 
about them a little lon-
ger. Watch; study; and 
contemplate. There is 
no need for impulsive 
action. 

      GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). You'll think 
about things deeply, 
broadly, wildly. But are 
you overthinking it? 
You'll know by how you 
feel. If things just keep 
getting more interesting 
to you, ride the bright 
streak. If thoughts 
make you anxious, 
jump off. 

      CANCER (June 
22-July 22). So much 
has changed, and you 
can't always choose 
whom to do things 
with. Being with your 
preferred company is 
a luxury. Today, you'll 
be just as comfortable 
alone as you are with 
others. 

      LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). Do not hesitate 
to follow your intuitive 
leaning, as it's helping 
you be first to the party, 
an early adopter of 
technology and ideas, 
or just generally head 
of the line.  

      VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). You, like 
all the other humans, 
have a limited amount 
of emotional energy to 

expend, 
and you 
want to 
place it 
pur-
poseful-
ly where 
it will 
mean 
some-
thing. 
It's a 
waste to 
get an-
gry with 
televi-
sion, 
traffic 
or other 
daily 
minutia.  

      LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). Maybe you 
don't want to create an 
uncomfortable situa-
tion, but if you were to 
do that anyway, you 
could handle it. And 
then, at least every-
one's feelings would be 
out in the open.

      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You're so 
good at appreciating 
and accepting people 
from different walks of 
life. One reason you 
find it easier than most 
is that you're sincerely 
curious, and your de-
sire to learn opens your 
heart. 

      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your work is not you. 
It's something you do. 
Even your body is not 
you. It's something you 
live inside. You grow in 
power as you identify 
less with these things 
and more with who you 
really are inside. 

      CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You'll get 
good information, the 
type that compels you 
to keep an open mind 
because you sense that 
even though you don't 

prefer 
what 

you 
hear, 
under-
stand-
ing it 
will 

change you.  

      AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Everyone 
needs some degree of 
validation and attention. 
There are those who 
need so much of it, 
though, that you'll be in-
clined to hold back. The 
more you hold back, 
the more they'll need it 
-- a vicious cycle.

      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). Today's 
problem is like a tan-
gled necklace pulled 
from the jewelry box. 
As you try to pick it 
apart, you can't help 
but wonder how things 
got this way just sitting 
under a lid. It's amazing 
what happens in hiding 
places.  

      TODAY'S BIRTH-
DAY (Sept. 21). Some 
things in your life have 
taken longer than you 
thought they would, 
and this solar return 
brings a succession 
of events and rewards 
that have been a long 
time coming. Your 
chance at a position 
comes up in October, 
and there's another key 
turning point in Janu-
ary that will secure it 
further. Capricorn and 
Cancer adore you. Your 

lucky numbers are: 9, 
40, 31, 37 and 17.

      COSMIC QUES-
TION: "I'm a Virgo 
manager overseeing 
a team of 12 and deal 
most closely with two 
employees, a Sagittar-
ius and an Aquarius. 
Whenever the Sagit-
tarius does something 
wrong, I make an effort 
to correct and retrain. 
Whenever the Aquarius 
does something wrong, 
I am frustrated, wonder 
if he'll ever get this job 
right and suspect that 
he might have done 
this on purpose. I'm try-
ing to be a good man-
ager, and I know this 
is hardly fair, so why 
is it so difficult to treat 
everyone the same?"

   Your desire to be fair 
is commendable and in 
keeping with your Virgo 
drive to nurture others 
and continually grow 
toward your own ideals. 
With these two employ-
ees, you would do well 
to accept your bias and 
recognize that you are 
participating in human 
instinct. When some-
one we like makes a 
mistake, it is normal 
for our minds to leap to 
a justification on their 
behalf. When someone 
we dislike makes a 
mistake, it is normal to 
leap to blame.

   Once you accept that 
your behavior is nor-
mal, the next step is to 
decide that you would 
like to be better than 
normal. You've already 
done this by examining 
your own actions. More 
on this tomorrow ...    

Write Holiday Mathis at 
HolidayMathis.com.
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Fighting for Parental 
Rights

      Dear Readers: 
A great many of you 
wrote in with wonder-
ful suggestions for the 
father and stressed-
out grandma who are 
having trouble with his 
ex-wife because she is 
making visitation with 
the kids difficult if not 
impossible. Thank you 
for your recommenda-
tions. I hope they allow 
the children's father to 
have more quality time 
with his children. Below 
are some of the letters.

      Dear Annie: I am 
writing in response to 
"Stressed-out Grand-
ma." I was in a simi-
lar situation with my 
ex-husband, except he 
was the one controlling 
the visitation. He al-
ways had someplace 
to take the kids, or they 
were with friends when 
it was my weekend. 

   Grandma's son defi-
nitely needs a different 
attorney, one who can 
step up to the plate. 
Her son should also 

be documenting ev-
erything. In my case, 
the judge ordered that 
we all go separately to 
the Domestic Relations 
Counseling Bureau.

   My children at that 
time were 6 and 9, 
and they are now 37 
and 40. People always 
comment that my 
children turned out so 
great and successful 
in spite of their dad's 
manipulative behavior.

   Grandma, legally you 
have grandparents' 
rights, too. You have a 
long road ahead of you, 
but believe me, in the 
end, what goes around 
comes around. I know. 
-- Don't Give Up

      Dear Annie: 
"Stressed-out Grand-
ma" could have been 
written by me. Please 
encourage your son 
to get a new lawyer, 
one who specializes in 
family law. Many areas 
have parental alien-
ation laws. He has the 
recordings and should 
keep all emails and 
texts.

   The next time he is 
refused visitation, he 
can call the police. His 
ex-wife is in contempt 
of court, and this can 
be considered kidnap-
ping. Unfortunately, my 
son had to resort to 
this.

   He has to stand up 
to the bullying of his 
ex-wife and mother-in-
law. This situation is 
harmful to the children. 
They are being denied 
their rights to have their 
father in their lives. -- 
Been There

      Dear Annie: If their 
son does nothing, it 
will only get worse. His 
lawyer needs to let the 
judge know that the 
visitation schedule is 
not being followed. It 
may also be possible 
to get a court-appoint-
ed advocate for the 
children, and the state 
might have grandpar-
ents' rights. The grand-
parents can get an 
attorney and be grant-
ed visitation rights.

   These children need 

a relationship with their 
father, and he wants it. 
Under no circumstanc-
es should this father 
simply wait until his 
children turn 18. -- Rely 
on the Law

      Dear Annie: Your 
advice to the grand-
ma was spot on. But 
assuming that there 
is more to the story, a 
good mediator might 
help these two (without 
the ex's mom) quell 
the flames better than 
another lawyer. As a 
mediator turned settle-
ment judge mediator 
for 25 years, I saw 
thousands of these dis-
putes resolved through 
talking rather than 
litigating. And compli-
ance was far higher 
than court-imposed 
"solutions." In addition, 
a mediator can include 
as many other "inter-
ested persons" as are 
necessary to reduce 
the conflict. -- Retired 
Judge

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2020 
CREATORS.COM

Visit Our Website 
TODAY!!

Breaking News 
         Top Headlines
 Sports
            Classifieds
Subscriptions

ALL in one CLICK!!
www.bigspringherald.com



Today in History 
Today is Monday, Sept. 21, the 
265th day of 2020. There are 
101 days left in the year. 
Today’s Highlight in History: 
On Sept. 21, 1981, the Senate 
unanimously confirmed the 
nomination of Sandra Day 
O’Connor to become the first 
female justice on the Supreme 
Court. 
On this date: 
In 1792, the French National 
Convention voted to abolish 
the monarchy. 
In 1937, “The Hobbit,” by 
J.R.R. Tolkien, was first pub-
lished by George Allen & Un-
win, Ltd. of London. 
In 1938, a hurricane struck 
parts of New York and New 
England, causing widespread 
damage and claiming some 
700 lives. 
In 1970, “NFL Monday Night 
Football” made its debut on 
ABC-TV as the Cleveland 
Browns defeated the visiting 
New York Jets, 31-21. 
In 1976, Orlando Letelier (leh-
tel-YEHR’), onetime foreign 
minister to Chilean President 
Salvador Allende (ah-YEN’-
day), was killed when a bomb 
exploded in his car in Wash-
ington D.C. (The bombing, 
which also killed Letelier’s 
assistant, Ronni Moffitt, was 
blamed on Chile’s secret po-
lice.)
In 1982, Amin Gemayel, 
brother of Lebanon’s assassi-
nated president-elect, Bashir 
Gemayel, was himself elected 
president. National Football 
League players began a 57-day 
strike, their first regular-sea-
son walkout ever.
In 1985, in North Korea and 
South Korea, family members 
who had been separated for 
decades were allowed to visit 
each other as both countries 
opened their borders in an un-
precedented family-reunion 
program.
In 1987, NFL players called a 
strike, mainly over the issue of 
free agency. (The 24-day walk-
out prompted football owners 
to hire replacement players.) 
In 1989, Hurricane Hugo 
crashed into Charleston, 
South Carolina (the storm 
was blamed for 56 deaths in 
the Caribbean and 29 in the 
United States). Twenty-one 
students in Alton, Texas, died 
when their school bus, hit by 
a soft-drink delivery truck, ca-
reened into a water-filled pit. 
In 1996, President Bill Clinton 
signed the Defense of Marriage 
Act denying federal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriages, a 
day after saying the law should 
not be used as an excuse for 

discrimination, violence or 
intimidation against gays and 
lesbians. (Although never for-
mally repealed, DoMA was 
effectively overturned by U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions in 
2013 and 2015.) 
In 2001, Congress again 
opened the federal coffers to 
those harmed by terrorism, 
providing $15 billion to the 
airline industry, which was 
suffering mounting economic 
losses since the Sept. 11 at-
tacks. 
In 2008, baseball said farewell 
to the original Yankee Stadium 
as the Bronx Bombers defeat-
ed the Baltimore Orioles 7-3. 
Ten years ago: The mayor and 
ex-city manager of the Los 
Angeles suburb of Bell were 
among eight current and for-
mer city officials arrested in 
a corruption scandal that au-
thorities said cost the blue-col-
lar city more than $5.5 million 
in excessive salaries and illegal 
personal loans. Two men filed 
a lawsuit accusing Atlanta 
megachurch pastor Bishop 
Eddie Long of coercing them 
into sexual relationships when 
they were teenage members of 
his congregation. (Long, who 
denied the allegations, later 
reached out-of-court settle-
ments with them and two oth-
er men.)
Five years ago: Pope Francis 
traveled to Cuba’s fourth-
largest city, Holguin, where he 
celebrated a Mass marking the 
anniversary of the day he de-
cided as a teenager to become 
a priest by pressing a subtle 
message to Cubans: Over-
come ideological preconcep-
tions and be willing to change. 
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker 
abandoned his bid for the 
2016 Republican presidential 
nomination. A federal judge 
in Albany, Georgia, sentenced 
former Peanut Corporation of 
America owner Stewart Par-
nell to 28 years in prison for 
his role in a deadly 2008-9 sal-
monella outbreak blamed for 
nine deaths.
One year ago: In a tweet, 
President Donald Trump said 
his July conversation with 
Ukraine’s president was “per-
fectly fine and routine,” and 
added: “Nothing was said that 
was in any way wrong.” Offi-
cials reported a handful of ar-
rests from a three-day gather-
ing near Nevada’s once-secret 

Area 51 military base; it had 
been prompted by an appeal 
from an internet hoaxster for 
people to “storm” the base to 
see space aliens. 
Today’s Birthdays: Author-
comedian Fannie Flagg is 79. 
Producer Jerry Bruckheimer 
is 77. Former Kentucky Gov. 
Steve Beshear is 76. Musician 
Don Felder is 73. Author Ste-
phen King is 73. Basketball 
Hall of Famer Artis Gilmore is 

71. Actor-comedian Bill Mur-
ray is 70. Former Australian 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
is 63. Movie producer-writer 
Ethan Coen is 63. Actor-co-
median Dave Coulier is 61. 
Actor David James Elliott is 
60. Actor Serena Scott-Thom-
as is 59. Actor Nancy Travis is 
59. Actor Rob Morrow is 58. 
Actor Angus Macfadyen is 
57. Retired MLB All-Star Ce-
cil Fielder is 57. Actor Cheryl 

Hines is 55. Country singer 
Faith Hill is 53. Rock musi-
cian Tyler Stewart (Barenaked 
Ladies) is 53. Country singer 
Ronna Reeves is 52. Actor-talk 
show host Ricki Lake is 52. 
Rapper Dave (De La Soul) is 
52. Actor Billy Porter is 51. Ac-
tor Rob Benedict is 50. Actor 
James Lesure is 49. Actor Al-
fonso Ribeiro (rih-BEHR’-oh) 
is 49. Actor Luke Wilson is 49. 
Actor Paulo Costanzo is 42. 

Actor Bradford Anderson is 
41. Actor Autumn Reeser is 40. 
TV personality Nicole Richie 
is 39. Actor Maggie Grace is 
37. Actor Joseph Mazzello is 
37. Actor Ahna O’Reilly is 36. 
Rapper Wale (WAH’-lay) is 
36. R&B singer Jason Derulo is 
34. Actor Ryan Guzman is 33. 
Actors Lorenzo and Nikolas 
Brino are 22. 

This Date 
In History
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laws Jeopardy Nosotr. Noticias Dr. Young Odd Friends Focused

		  :PM	
	 12	 :30

GMA3: What Hoy (SS) Hot News Caso cer-
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Court
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la sopa
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Southwest
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NFL Rewind NBA: The 
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Street Out-
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