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Birth certificate 
changes may 
cause delays

By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

If you were born outside 
Howard County, and you're 
going to be needing a birth 
certificate through the How-
ard County Courthouse any 
time soon, you better go get 
it pretty quick. New state-
mandated procedures are 
going to create a gap in avail-
ability of such documents, 
said Howard County Clerk 
Brent Zitterkopf.

"The ones for other Texas 
counties, the whole system 
for the state is changing on 
how we get those," Zitterkopf 
said. "Our current system 
will be going down at noon 
on the 28th, next Friday. 
The new system starts on 
Jan. 2 when we come back, 
but they've also changed the 
paper we have to have. It's 
doubtful our paper will come 
in, because there's only one 
place it can be ordered, and 
all 254 counties are having 
to order it. I don't know how 
long. We can't do it even af-

ter the first of the year until 
we get paper, which I don't 
know. They haven't even giv-
en me a time frame on when 
we're going to get our paper. 
We may not even be able to 
do it all of January."

Zitterkopf said people who 
know they'll need a birth 
certificate soon should make 
plans accordingly.

"The reason I was wanting 
people to know was, if they 
know they're going to need 
one, they need to come before 
noon on Dec. 28," he said.

The only other option dur-
ing the down time is to con-
tact the courthouse in the 
county of birth, and request 
a birth certificate directly 
from them, said Zitterkopf.

"That will take mail time 
and all of that," he said.

Contact the Howard Coun-
ty Clerk's Office at 432-264-
2213 for more information.

Contact Staff Writer Roger 
Cline at 432-263-7331 ext. 235, 
or by email at reporter@big-
springherald.com.

Last chance for Festival 
on Christmas Day

By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

Been out to see the Coman-
che Trail Park Festival of 
Lights yet? 

A lot of people have, but if 

you haven't, you've got until 
Christmas night. The festi-
val isn't staying open during 
the week between Christmas 
and New Year's this year – the 
lights go out 'til next year at 10 

p.m. Dec. 25.
"If you're driving 

through, remem-
ber there's going 
to be a lot of people 
coming out to see, 
so allow yourself 
time to come and 
enjoy the lights," 
said organizer 
Vicki Stewart. 
"Don't expect to 
come and just 
speed through. It 
might take you 20 
minutes."

Stewart said 
thousands of peo-
ple have already 
enjoyed the mil-
lion-plus lights 
adorning the can-

dy canes, historical images, 
and lighted poinsettias – as 
well as all the other goodies 

See FESTIVAL, Page 3

HERALD photo/Marissa Loftin

This Saturday, December 22, 2018 photo shows a scene from 
this year’s Festival of Lights. If you haven’t made it out there to 
see the gorgeous Christmas light display, hurry! The last night 
to see the show is Tuesday, December 25.

Students receive 
bikes for perfect 

attendance
By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

Some diligent kids 
got rewarded this 
week for their perfect 
school attendance. 

They each had a 
chance to win a brand 
new bicycle as part of 
a program sponsored 
by the Greater Big 
Spring Rotary Club.

"We sponsor an at-
tendance incentive at 
all four of the elemen-

tary campuses and 
Coahoma Elementary 
as well," said GBSRC 
President George 
Bancroft. "Any kid 
that gets perfect atten-
dance, their name goes 
in a hat for a drawing. 
Each semester they 
pick one name from 
each grade. Well, it's 
actually two names – 
one boy and one girl."

The drawings 

See BIKES, Page 3

Santa heads back 
to North Pole 

after Porters visit

HERALD photo/Anna Gutierrez

Santa made a surprise, last-minute visit to Porter’s 
Grocery Store on Saturday, asking kids what they 
would like for Christmas, taking photos with them 
and giving out sweet treats. Above, Santa Claus 
holds little Martina Parnell as Martin Castillo 
(Center) and Jayden Parnell (right) stand next to 
them for a photo. Santa went back to the North Pole 
shortly after his visit to make sure he and his elves 
have everything ready for Christmas morning!

Salvation Army brightens 
holidays for many

HERALD photo/Roger Cline

Salvation Army Capt. Rachel McKain, right, works with volunteers to organize 
and distribute donated gifts at the group's Angel Tree Distrubution, held from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. Nearly 400 children and senior citizens received toys, 
clothes, food packages, and other gifts through the program this year.



• The mission of CASA 
of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quali-
ty volunteers who speak 
for the best interest of 
abused and neglected 
children in court in an 
effort to find each child 
a safe, nurturing and 
permanent home. We 
need your help.

 If you're interested in 
volunteering, contact 
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-
316-8346 or visit www.
BecomeaCASA.org or 
www.casawtx.org.

• Big Spring and sur-
rounding counties are 
in need of foster fami-
lies. Foster parents are 
the caretakers for the 
children in the com-
munity who have been 
abused or neglected. For 
more information on be-
coming foster parents 
or adoptive families, 
call the Children's Pro-
tective Services office at 
432-263-9669.

• Maranatha Baptist 
Academy, 903 Johnson 
Big Spring, Texas 432-
213-1046, Call today for 
educational needs.  In 
School, High School 
graduation, Tutoring, 
homeschool. We are 
qualified to help you 
with your child’s edu-
cation, kindergarten 
through twelfth grade.  
Come by or give us a 
call.  Open enrollment.

• Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center Auxil-
iary is looking for new 
members. If you have a 
heart for serving people, 
have at least four hours 
a week to spare, SMMC 
Auxiliary might be the 
fit for you.

Duties include work-
ing in the gift shop, de-
livering newspapers to 
inpatients, hospitality 
services, popcorn and 
more.

To find out more about 
opportunities available 
with the SMMC Auxil-
iary, contact Amy Mi-
ramontes at 268-4809 or 
April Arms at 268-4907.

• The Crossroads 
Young Marines is tak-
ing applications for an-
other boot camp. For 
more information, call 
432-517-4791. Young Ma-
rines welcomes boys 
and girls ages 8 to 18 
who are still attending 
school.

• The Homeownership 
Preservation Founda-
tion (HPF) is an indepen-
dent national nonprofit 
dedicated to helping 
distressed homeowners 
navigate financial chal-
lenges and avoid mort-
gage foreclosure.

 If you want to stop 
mortgage foreclosure 
and are need of help, 
the time to call 888-995-
HOPE is now. HPF can 
provide counseling free 
of charge, in English 
and 170 other languag-
es, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a 
year. For free foreclo-
sure help, call the hot-
line.

• The Howard County 
Democrats will meet 
the second and fourth 
Monday of each month 
at 5:30 pm.at the How-
ard County Democratic 
Headquarters, 1408 
Scurry, behind Prosper-
ity Bank .

• The Emergency Ser-
vices Chaplains Corps 
is seeking volunteer 
chaplains. The corps 
provides spiritual ser-
vices to Howard County 
residents and visitors in 
crisis situations. Pro-
spective chaplains 
don't require any spe-
cific experience or 
education to qualify 
for the position, just a 
calling from God and 
a willingness to de-
vote time to the pro-
gram, which requires 
a 24- to 30-week train-
ing program and ded-
ication of one day per 
week for emergency 
call-outs. Those inter-
ested should contact 
Senior Chaplain Joel 
Miller at 432-213-1221.

• Big Spring's Centen-
nial Lions Club is hold-
ing a drive to collect 
books for the Salvation 
Army Boys and Girls 
Club. Books for kids in 
kindergarten through 
about 10th grade will be 
accepted, with special 
preference for books 
for younger children in 
kindergarten through 
third grade. Cash dona-
tions to allow the Lions 
to purchase additional 
books are also appre-
ciated. Books or dona-
tions can be taken to the 
Salvation Army, 811 W. 
Fifth St., or to the home 
of Lions member Ken 
Lawhon at 1707 E. 15th 
St. 

For more information, 
contact Lawhon at 214-
998-9716.

• Food 2 Kids Big 
Spring needs you! It is 
time to start sacking 
food for Big Spring el-
ementary students who 
do not receive adequate 
food over the weekends. 
Members of the com-
munity can be a part by 
volunteering to sack the 
food. It just takes a cou-
ple hours of your time 
and the work is very re-
warding. To volunteer, 
just show up at the time 
and dates listed. For 
more information, call, 
432-935-3998. 

If you want additional 
information about get-
ting your child on this 
program please contact 
your child’s school.

• Each week Kin-
dred offers free health 
checks from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. at the Corner 
House Coffee Shop, 1701 
Scurry St.

• Seniors and mature 
adults are invited to a 
dance on the first, third 
and fifth Friday of each 
month at the Dora Rob-
erts Community Cen-
ter.

Dances are from 7:30 
p.m. to 10 p.m. with 
live bands. No alcohol 
or smoking permitted. 
There will be a pot luck 
as well so bring a dish if 
you want to eat.

Cost has dropped to $5 
per person thanks to a 
sponsor Marcy House, 
2301 Wasson Road.

• Howard County 
Republicans meet the 
second Monday of each 
month. Club members 
meet in the Cactus 
Room at Howard Col-
lege at 11:30 a.m. for 
Dutch treat lunch and 
meeting at 12 p.m.

• The Christensen-
Tucker Post-2013 Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
meets the first Tuesday 
of every month at 7 pm 
at 500 Driver Road. For 
more information, con-
tact David Leonard, 
Post Commander, at 
432-816-6004. 

All combat veterans 
of foreign wars are in-
vited to come. 

Gary “Dodo” Phillips
Gary “Dodo” Phillips, 71, of Big 

Spring died Wednesday, Dec. 19, 
2018. Funeral services will be at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 26, 2018, at 
First Baptist Church with Elwin 
Collom, pastor of Hillcrest Baptist 
Church and Mike Moates, officiat-
ing. Burial will be at Trinity Me-
morial Park.

Gary was born Oct. 1, 1947, in 
Lampasas, Texas, to Mildred Joyce 
Reagor Phillips and Billy Lewis 

Phillips. He married Karan Miller on Oct. 5, 1968, 
in Big Spring. He worked at Cosden, Fina, and Alon 
for 40 years, being a member of the 25 years club. 
He had coached Little League for ten years. He was 
an active member of Hillcrest Baptist Church hav-
ing served as Deacon and Youth Director. He loved 
to play golf, hunting, watching his grandkids, and 
watching the Forsan Buffaloes.

Gary is survived by his wife, Karan of Big Spring; 
one son, Jason Phillips and his wife Lauri of For-
san; one daughter, Brittney Smith and her husband 

Morris of San Angelo; two granddaughters, Kendall 
Phillips and Reagan Phillips, both of Forsan; one 
grandson, Jadyn Phillips of San Angelo; mother, 
Joyce Davidson of Big Spring; three sisters, Nan-
cy Ward of Colorado City, Cindy Graves and her 
husband Glenn of Big Spring, and Vicki Scott of 
Andrews; one brother, Rusty Phillips and his wife 
Mona of Big Spring; sister-in-law, Evie Batchelor 
of Big Spring; and several nieces and nephews.

Gary was preceded in death by his father, Billy 
Lewis Phillips; step-father, Ray Davidson; one 
brother, Terry Phillips and two nephews.

Pallbearers will be Mike Moates, Ronnie Dale 
Smith, Bobby Baker, Don Stabeno, Jimmy Miller, 
and Donnie Baker. Honorary pallbearer will be 
Ray Kennedy.

The family suggests memorials to the Gary 
“Dodo” Phillips Athletic Memorial Scholarship 
Fund at Forsan ISD, p. o. Box 689, Forsan, Texas, 
79733

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com.

Paid Obituary 

Arthur “Tudy” Islas
Arthur “Tudy” Islas, Jr. 51, of Big 

Spring, died Friday Dec. 21, 2018. 
The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 26, 2018, at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Services will be as 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 27, 2018, at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with burial at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.

Arthur was born June 24, 1967, 
in Big Spring and had lived here 

all his life. He married Amy Jones 
Islas on August 16, 1996 in Big Spring. 

Arthur is survived by his wife Amy Islas, two 
daughters, Ashley Rodriquez, and Meagan Is-
las, his parents, Arturo and Christina Islas, his 
brother: Benjamin Islas, a sister, Annie Islas -Cuel-
lar, grandchildren, Isaiah Rodriquez, Joseph Ro-
driquez, Jayden Rodriquez, Madison Rodriquez, 
Emery Rodriquez, and Ember Lopez, niece, Jessica 
Gonzales, four nephews: Brandon Moran, Cubby 
Moran, Anthony Islas, and Christian Islas.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com
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Josefina Hernandez
Josefina Hernandez died Friday, Dec. 21, 2018. 

Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Roger Sparks
Roger Sparks, died Friday, Dec. 21, 2018. Services 

are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

The Big Spring Police Depart-
ment reported the following ac-
tivity:

• JERRY DOPORTO, 32, of 
501 E 12th St., was arrested on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• JARRO LEE MEJIA, 38, of 
607 S Aylesford, was arrested on 
a charge of driving while license 
suspended/invalid. 

• FREDDY CANO RODRI-
GUEZ JR., 31, of 706 E 12th St., 
was arrested on a charge of pubic 
intoxicated.

• TRISTON MICHAEL PHIL-
LIPS, 19, of 801 W FM 700, was 
arrested on a charge of posses-
sion of marijuana less than two 

ounces.
• JARED DALE SIMONOSKI, 

35, of 5000 Denton Hwy, Hamlton 
City, was arrested on a posses-
sion of marijuana less than two 
ounces. 

• JOHNNY JAMES RANGEL, 
24, of 1604 Delmar St., was ar-
rested charges evading arrest/
detention with vehicle, evading 
arrest/detention, possession of 
marijuana less than four ounces, 
six outstanding warrants. 

• JAMES ROBERT SNYDER, 
46, of 605 Richie Rd., was arrested 
on a charge of public intoxica-
tion. 

• FOLLOW UP REPORT was 

reported in 800 block of W I 20, in 
the 1500 block of W 5th St., in the 
3200 AV C, and on 4th and Lan-
caster. 

• DISTURBANCE was report-
ed in the 800 block of W FM 700, 
and in the 1100 block of W 6th St., 

• BURGLARY OF BUILDING 
was reported in the 7600 block of 
Brandon Rd.

• BURGLARY OF VEHICLE 
was reported in 100 block of 
Hooser Rd. 

• THEFT was reported in the 
700 block of E 12th St.

• ACCIDENT MINOR was re-
ported in the 100 block of Canton 
Dr.

MONDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees it, 615 Set-

tles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinson's Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. 

This is a group for all Parkinson’s Disease pa-
tients, spouses and caregivers. 

For more information about the support group 
or about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell 
at the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• A six-week course in Wellness and Quality 
of Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring 
Creek Fellowship at the Spring Town Plaza, 1801 
E. FM 700. There is no charge for the course, and 
a workbook will be provided. Contact Steve Purdy 
at 432-517-4840 for more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; open 12 and 12 study meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy) a chronic 

pain disease, a support and informative group, 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 432-517-9207 for 
more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-

cussion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 
until 7:30 p.m. Newcomers' meeting, 8 p.m. until 
9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in 
is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center 
Veteran’s Healing Center.

Subscribe to the
Herald today! Call

432-263-7331. 
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Nease Crosby, 59, 
died Wednesday. A 
memorial service will 
be at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec, 29, 2018, at 
Mount Olive Baptist 
Church in Lamesa.

Gary Phillips, 71, 
died Wednesday. Fu-
neral service will be 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 26, 2018, at First 
Baptist Church with 
burial at Trinity Me-
morial Park.

Josefina Hernan-
dez died Friday, Dec. 
21, 2018. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

Arthur Islas, Jr. 
died Friday, Dec. 21, 
2018. Visitation will 
be 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Funeral ser-
vice will be at 10 a.m. 
Thursday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with 
burial at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.

Roger Sparks, died 
Friday, Dec. 21, 2018. 
Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith Fu-
neral Home.

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $9.00 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-18
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Martin County Hospital District
National Award winning Healthcare Facility!

• Full Time - Home Health Marketer
• Full Time and PRN - Home Health RN’s
• Full Time and PRN - Hospice RN’s
• Full Time - Hospital Charge RN
• Full Time - Hospital Float Pool RN
• Full Time and PRN - Clinical Lab Scientist
• PRN - Radiologic Technologist
• Full Time and PRN - Home Health CNA’s
• Full Time and PRN - Hospice CNA’s / Aide
• Full Time and PRN - Paramedics & EMT’s
• Full Time - Speech Pathologist
• Full Time and PRN - Food Service Worker
• Full Time and PRN - Housekeeper

Apply at www.martincountyhospital.org/careers
Martin County Hospital is an Equal Opportunity Employer

We are growing at MCHD and have immediate openings for:

Correction: On Page 3A of Sunday's edition of the Herald, the headline reading "Parkview claims 
gingerbread honors" is incorrect. As the photo's caption indicates, the winner of the Heritage Museum 
of Big Spring's 2018 Gingerbread House contest was Parkplace Retirement Living. 

FESTIVAL
Continued from Page 1

lining the roadways in Comanche 
Trail Park this year.

"I can give you numbers for now, 
and I can give you what I can project 
we'll have," she said. "As of Wednes-
day night, Dec. 19, we had 19,424 go 
through. If we have about the same 
tonight...Santa's nights we usually 
have more, and then Christmas 
Eve we usually have a big number, 
and then Christmas Day we usual-
ly have a big number. If we do that, 
we'll be at about 28,000. Our goal 
was 30,000. I don't think we'll make 
it, personally. Numbers – it's very 
possible, because our biggest night 
so far we had 2,985 go through, and 
that was a Saturday night. Say we 
have 2,700 go through each night...
if we have that, we'd be borderline 

making 30,000. There's just no way 
of knowing. But it's very possible."

Many of the visitors hail from 
far-flung locales, she added. 

"I haven't tabulated where all 
they're from yet, but our greeters 
– I've talked to all our greeters. 
Last time, maybe four or five days 
ago, Pat (Simmons) said we've had 
over 30 states," Stewart said. "But 
countries, we've had Cuba, Tur-
key, Australia, Israel, Germany, 
France, Spain, Thailand, Brazil 
– one of them just wrote in 'Euro-
pean – no English' – and Mexico."

The Festival of Lights is open 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. through 
Christmas. The entrance to the 
lighted holiday path is on South 
U.S. 87 across from Wal-Mart.

Contact Staff Writer Roger Cline 
at 432-263-7331 ext. 235, or by email 
at reporter@bigspringherald.com.

BIKES
Continued from Page 1

started Wednesday at 
Washington Elementary 
School, where Pyper Still 
and Jaiden De La Cruz took 
home the two-wheelers. 
Later that same day, Caden 
Cole and Alexa Ontiveros 
won the bikes at Coahoma 
Elementary.

Thursday, only Moss El-
ementary was on the sched-
ule, and Hayden McNally 
and Ashley Greenlee were 
the recipients of two new 
bikes.

On Friday, Marcy's James 
Strong and Bella Martinez 
were the winners, and then 

later at Goliad, Jade Va-
lenzuela and Gavin Terry 
pedaled home the prize.

Congratulations to the 
winners and to all the stu-
dents at local schools with 
exemplary attendance! 

Contact Staff Writer Rog-
er Cline at 432-263-7331 ext. 
235, or by email at report-
er@bigspringherald.com.

Courtesy photos

Rotary members presented local students with 
bikes to reward them for their perfect atten-
dance last week. In the top photo, Caden Cole of 
Coahoma recieves his bike, and in the bottom 
photo, Ashlee Greenly and Hayden McNally 
recieve their bikes. Congratulations to the win-
ners and to all the students at local schools 
with exemplary attendance!

AP Explains: What 
happens in a partial 

government shutdown
By The Associated Press

A look at the impact of the partial 
government shutdown:

WHAT'S OPEN AND WHAT'S 
CLOSED

Social Security checks will go 
out and troops will remain at their 
posts. Doctors and hospitals will re-
ceive their Medicare and Medicaid 
reimbursements. The U.S. Postal 
Service, busy delivering packages 
for the holiday season, is an inde-
pendent agency and won't be affect-
ed. Passport services, which are 
funded by fees and not government 
spending, will also continue.

Virtually every essential govern-
ment agency, including the FBI, the 
Border Patrol and the Coast Guard, 
will remain open. Transportation 
Security Administration officers 
will staff airport checkpoints.

The air traffic control system, 
food inspection, Medicare, veter-
ans' health care and many other es-
sential government programs will 
run as usual. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency can 
continue to respond to disasters.

Nearly 90 percent of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security's 
240,000 employees will be at work 
because they're considered essen-
tial.

Special counsel Robert Muel-
ler's office, which is investigating 
potential ties between the Trump 
campaign and Russia, is unaffected 
by a shutdown.

But hundreds of thousands of fed-
eral workers will be forced off the 
job, and some services will go dark.

In the past, the vast majority of 
national parks were closed to visi-
tors and campers, but beginning 
with the last government shut-
down, in January, the Interior De-
partment has tried to make parks 
as accessible as possible despite 
bare-bones staffing levels. Some 
are staying open thanks to funding 
from states and charitable groups.

In Washington, the museums 
along the National Mall will re-
main open at least through Jan. 1, 
but Smithsonian officials said they 
will reevaluate the situation if the 
shutdown continues into the new 
year. The Washington Monument 
is closed for repairs.

Arizona and Utah officials put 
in place plans to keep open Grand 
Canyon, Zion, Arches and Bryce 
Canyon and Zion national parks.

At the Statue of Liberty and El-
lis Island, it was business as usual, 
thanks to funding from New York 
state.

FEDERAL WORKERS STILL 
GET PAID — EVENTUALLY

While they can be kept on the 

job, federal workers won't be paid 
for days worked during the lapse 
in funding. In the past, however, 
they have been repaid retroactive-
ly even if they were ordered to stay 
home. White House officials said 
that would be the case again.

The Senate already has passed 
legislation ensuring that workers 
will receive back pay. The House 
seems sure to follow suit.

Federal employees already were 
granted an extra day of vacation on 
Monday, Christmas Eve, under an 
executive order Trump signed this 
past week.

Federal workers are exempted 
from furloughs if their jobs are 
national security-related or if they 
perform essential activities that 
"protect life and property."

According to a report by Demo-
crats on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, more than 420,000 fed-
eral employees deemed essential 
will continue to work without pay, 
including about 41,000 law enforce-
ment and corrections officers. The 
Homeland Security employees who 
will keep working include about 
150,000 from the Coast Guard, TSA 
and Customs and Border Protec-
tion.

More than 380,000 employees will 
be furloughed — including nearly 
all from NASA and Housing and 
Urban Development and 41,000 
from the Commerce Department. 
About 16,000 National Park Ser-
vice employees — 80 percent of the 
agency's workforce — will be fur-
loughed.

Also among those who will fur-
loughed: 52,000 staffers at the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, slowing anal-
ysis and collection of hundreds of 
thousands of tax returns and au-
dits.

SHUTDOWNS HAPPEN
Shutdowns happened every year 

when Jimmy Carter was presi-
dent, averaging 11 days each. Dur-
ing President Ronald Reagan's two 
terms, there were six shutdowns, 
typically just one or two days 
apiece.

Before a three-day lapse in Janu-
ary, caused by Democrats' insis-
tence that any budget measure 
come with protections for young 
immigrants known as "Dreamers," 
the most recent significant shut-
down was a 16-day partial shutter-
ing of the government in 2013.

That one came as tea party con-
servatives tried to block implemen-
tation of President Barack Obama's 
health care law. The government 
also shut down for a few hours last 
February amid a partisan dispute 
over deficit spending.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press

Your daily look at late-breaking news, up-
coming events and the stories that will be 
talked about today:

1. WHY US DEFENSE SECRETARY 
MATTIS STEPPED DOWN

Jim Mattis resigned after clashing with 
President Donald Trump over the abrupt 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria and 
after two years of deep disagreements over 
America's role in the world.

2. TRUMP'S DEMAND FOR WALL 
PUSHES GOV'T CLOSER TO SHUT-
DOWN

The federal government was careening 
toward a partial shutdown after Trump's 
quest for a border wall left Congress with-
out a clear plan to keep the government run-
ning.

3. 'WHO CALLED WHO 'ARROGANT 
AND SELFISH'

China lashed out at the U.S. after it 
charged two Chinese citizens with stealing 
trade secrets and other sensitive informa-
tion from American government agencies 
and corporations.

4. NEW ALLEGATION FILED 
AGAINST NISSAN'S GHOSN

Japanese prosecutors added a new allega-
tion of breach of trust against Nissan's for-
mer chairman, dashing his hopes for post-
ing bail quickly.

5. AFTER YEAR OF THE WOMAN, 
2020 BUZZ SO FAR FOCUSES ON THE 
MEN

A year defined by the political power of 

women is ending with men enjoying much 
of the attention as Beto O'Rourke, Joe Biden 
and Bernie Sanders are emerging as early 
favorites in the opening phase of the 2020 
campaign.

6. WHO IS BEING OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
NORTH KOREAN DENUCLEARIZATION

The Trump administration's special envoy 
for North Korea expressed optimism about 
the diplomatic push to resolve the nuclear 
crisis.

7. TOYS R US CLOSURE HITS TOYS 
FOR TOTS HARD

The toy giant's decision to close its stores 
this year left some huge holes for the annual 
charity drive to fill.

8. RESORTS OFFER PERKS FOR 
HANDING OVER PHONES

A growing number of hotels are offering 
perks, like snorkeling tours and s'mores, to 
guests who manage to give up their phones 
for a few hours.

9. ALBINO ORANGUTAN RETURNED 
TO JUNGLE

Alba, the world's only known albino orang-
utan was released into a remote Borneo 
jungle more than a year after conservation 
officials found her starving and dehydrated 
in an Indonesian village.

10. GYMNASTICS MAKES MOVES ON 
FREE-SPIRITED PARKOUR

The funky street sport that has spread glob-
ally from the suburbs of Paris is talked about 
as a possible new Olympic discipline but is 
also the focus of a heated custody battle as 
its popularity and marketing potential grow.
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One drink here, another there… No big deal, right?  WRONG! All it takes is just a couple of drinks to 
affect the body.  The more alcohol consumed, the worse the effect on the body and the  more 

compromised the ability to drive becomes.
 Be aware of the effects alcohol can have on your body.

Drink in moderation this holiday season and don’t drive impaired.

   Just A Little
Don’t drink & drive

408 Runnels St.
 (432) 267-6337

29
13

90

“Don’t Be Liquor’s Next Victim!”

Alive in Christ
Lutheran Church

Don’t Drink & Drive!

2805 Lynn Dr.             (432) 264-7818
291386

Arrive Alive ...

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE

29
31

47

Settles Hotel

Do Not Drink
and Drive

We offer special rates for
responsible behavior.

200 E. 3rd St.                      (432 267-7500
www.hotelsettles.com

29
13

87

African American Research
Clarance Hartfield, Jr.

President/CEO  Chart1942@suddenlink.net

28
66

41

Servicing Customers Within 80 Miles Of Big Spring
Call: (432) 242-6002

or visit our website: www.jncelectricllc.com

29
29

15

801 Owens St.                                  (432) 267-8234

29
29

19

276079

DON’T DRINK
& DRIVE!

403 Runnels
Monday-Saturday

9am-6:30pm293147

DON’T DRINK
&

DRIVE!

A1 Lock & Key
812 W. 3rd St.

(432) 263-3409
291385

Quality Fence
(432) 267-3349

28
66

70

Buckeasy’s
Beer To Go

1700 S. Gregg                             267-BUCK

21
82
03

Gift Cards

Available

Happy New Year

Pirkle Weir Insurance Agency
1600 Scurry                                         267-5053

27
45

60

 Affects
        A Lot
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Bulldogettes fall to Jim Ned in district play

Special to the Herald
COAHOMA — A tough Jim Ned 

Lady Indians team proved to be too 
much for the Bulldogettes to over-
come Friday night. Coahoma lost 21-
53.

The Lady Indians (3-0, 15-4) were 
dominate from the first scoring in the 
double digits through the first three 
quarters of play. In the last quarter 
of the game, the Bulldogettes surged 
back defensively keeping Jim Ned to 
only 6 points while adding 5 of their 
own. 

Caitlyn Corley led Coahoma with 9 
points followed by Cassie Grant who 
brought in 5 for the night. Grant and 
Kenzi Canales both nailed a 3-point 
basket a piece.

Next: The varsity girls will play in 
the Mary Tatum Tournament host-
ed by Reagan County ISD over the 
Christmas break set for Friday and 
Saturday, Dec. 28-29. The Bulldo-
gettes will return to district play on 
Jan. 4, when they travel to Stanton to 
face the Lady Buffaloes. 

JIM NED 53, BULLDOGETTES 21 

Jim Ned: 11, 25, 11, 6 — 53
Coahoma: 5, 9, 2, 5 — 21
Jim Ned — Taylor Benton 13, Jenna 

Moore 2, Alexis Espinosa 12, Leticia 
Salas 6, Claire Graham 14, Brooke 
Galvin 6. 

Coahoma — Macee Grant 2, Caitlyn 
Corley 7, Paige Atkins 2, Kenzi Cana-
les 3, Cassie Grant 5, Abbie Lopez 2. 

Free Throws — Jim Ned 8-13, Co-
ahoma 3-4; 3-Point Goals —  Jim Ned 
5 (Espinosa 2, Graham 3), Coahoma 2 
(C. Grant, Canales); Total Team Fouls 
— Jim Ned 7, Coahoma 15.

Coahoma JV vs Jim Ned
Coahoma — The Bulldogettes JV 

team fell to the Jim Ned Lady Indians 
Friday.

Katlyn Johnson and Maddison Rog-
ers both had 6 points each to lead the 
Bulldogettes in scoring for the eve-
ning. 

Next: The Bulldogette JV team will 
take a break for Christmas and re-
sume the season on Jan. 4, when they 
travel to Stanton to take on the Lady 
Buffaloes. 

JIM NED 54, COAHOMA 18
Jim Ned: 8, 13, 19, 14 — 54

Coahoma: 2, 2, 8, 6 —18
Jim Ned — Emma Harback 8, Ken-

nadi Beasley 10, Brooklyn Weaver 6, 
Claire Cooley 17, Bradee Ross 3, Kylie 
Gwinn 10.

Coahoma — Maddie Scott 2, Katlyn 

Johnson 6, Maddison Rogers 6, Vada 
Cortez 4.

Free Throws — Jim Ned 6-8, Co-
ahoma 2-5; 3-Point Goals — Jim Ned 
6 (Beasley 2, Weaver 2, Cooley, Ross); 
Team Fouls — Jim Ned 8, Coahoma 8

Courtesy photo/Lyndel Moody

Coahoma Bulldogette Kaylie Kaczyk, No. 25, defends against a 
Jim Ned Lady Indian during the junior varsity match up held 
Friday, Dec. 21, 2018, in Coahoma.

Courtesy photo/Lyndel Moody

Caitlyn Corley, No. 11, reaches for the ball in the tip off to start 
the Coahoma Bulldogettes/Jim Ned Lady Indians game held 
Friday, Dec. 21, 2018, in Coahoma. 

Coahoma drops district opener to Indians

Special to the Herald
COAHOMA — The Bulldogs lost to 

a tough Jim Ned Indian team Friday 
night 26-59 in their first district 5-3A 
game of the season.

The Indians came into the match 
having already built up a strong 11-2 
win record for the season including a 
victory against Clyde last Tuesday in 
their first district game. However, the 
Bulldogs make it clear from the first 
they were there to compete. 

For the first two minutes of play, 
both teams played heavy defense 
not allowing any score. Finally, Jim 
Ned’s Dylan Bryant broke the stale-
mate by nailing one of his two free 
throws. 

The Indians followed by two more 
free throws, a 3-point basket, and a 
2-point field goal before Bryson Cline 
got the Bulldogs on the board by nail-
ing a shot for 2 at the 3:22 mark. Cline 
added 2 more points from the charity 
strip before the first quarter was over. 

Jim Ned headed into the second up 
4-13 with 8 of those points coming 

from free throws. Coahoma fared bet-
ter in the second although Jim Ned 
continued to outscore the Bulldogs. 
Cline, Joe Manning, Gaige Hill, and 
Gage Clark-Burdell scored a total of 6 
points while the team was successful 
at keeping the Indians to just 9 points. 
However, Jim Ned left for the locker 
room with a 12-point advantage. 

Returning for the second half, Jim 
Ned broke the game wide open by 
scoring 25 points in the third while 
holding Coahoma to just 3. Not ready 
to give up, the Bulldogs had their best 
quarter in the fourth and outscored 
Jim Ned 13-12. Clark-Burdell brought 
a little excitement to the tense game 
when he picked off the ball from a 
Jim Ned player and raced down the 
court for a slam dunk. 

Even with the last quarter surge, 
the Bulldogs were unable to chip 
away the huge lead the Indians built 
in first three quarters before the end 
of the game.

Cline led the Bulldogs with 9 points 
followed by Manning with 7. 

Next: The Bulldogs will spend part 

of their Christmas break in Reagan 
County playing in the Mary Tatum 
tournament set for Friday and Satur-
day, Dec. 28-29. The Coahoma varsity 
boys team will return to district play 
on Jan. 4 in Stanton against the Buf-
faloes. 

JIM NED 59, COAHOMA 26
Jim Ned: 13, 9 25, 12 — 59
Coahoma: 4, 6, 3, 13 — 26
Jim Ned — Rhett May 5, Bay Bran-

nan 4, Cortland Baum 4, Ethan Senne 
18, Caden Martin 2, Cade Ford 3, Ca-
den Burke 11, Alex Rosales 3, Dylan 
Bryant 9. 

Coahoma — Brice Martin 2, Joe 
Manning 7, Zack Schneider 3; Gage 
Clark-Burdell 3; Gaige Hill 2, Bryson 
Cline, 9.

Free Throws — Jim Ned 18-25, Co-
ahoma 12-25; 3-Point Goals — Jim Ned 
5 (Senne 3; Rhett, Burke); Total Team 
Fouls — Jim Ned 20, Coahoma 19.

Bulldog JV vs Jim Ned
COAHOMA — The Coahoma Bull-

dogs JV team lost to Jim Ned 21-32 at 
home Friday night.

Tony Haggins had a game high of 7 
points including a 3-point goal to the 
lead the Coahoma team at the post. 
Teammates Avery Burgan and Gar-
rett Anderson both added 4 points 
each.

Next: The JV team will enjoy a cou-
ple of weeks off for the mid-semester 
break and will return to action on 
Jan. 4, when they head to Stanton to 
take on the Buffaloes. 

JIM NED 32, COAHOMA 21
Jim Ned: 5, 12, 8, 7 — 32
Coahoma: 6, 4, 7, 4 — 21
Jim Ned — Duncan 3, Noland 3, 

Smith 3, Lukenbach 7, Chavez 3, Bar-
ron 2, Tant 1, Martin 6, Hussman 4.

Coahoma — Avery Burgans 4, Isa-
iah Martin 2, Sean Striegler 2, Tony 
Haggins 7, Dakota Harrison 2, Garrett 
Anderson 4.

Free Throws — Jim Ned 8-16, Co-
ahoma 0-2; 3-Point Goals — Jim 
Ned 4 (Duncan, Smith, Lukenbach, 
Chavez), Coahoma 1 (Haggins); Total 
Team Fouls —Jim Ned 7, Coahoma 
14.

 Dakota Harrison looks to get around a Jim Ned player during the 
Coahoma Bulldogs/Jim Ned Indians game held Friday, Dec. 21, 
2018, in Coahoma. 

Courtesy photo/Lyndel Moody

Bryson Cline, No. 14, races through two Jim Ned players during 
the Coahoma Bulldogs/Indians game held Friday, Dec. 21, 2018, 
in Coahoma. Cline had 9 points for the match.    
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TexSCAN Week of 
December 23, 2018

ACREAGE
15 acres east of Eldorado. County road frontage. 
Gently rolling with beautiful oak tree cover. Whitetail, 
blackbuck, axis, hogs, turkey. $2700 down, $448/mo. 
(9.9%, 20 years). Several tracts to choose from. 800-
876-9720, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com.

AUCTION
41st Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, 12 
Noon, Jan. 19, 2019, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102 Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558. 903-452-7591, 903-850-3449, 
www.cattlemansale.com.

BASEBALL
BASEBALL TOURS – See MLB Games at Fenway 
Park, Yankee Stadium, Wrigley Field, etc. Deluxe 
motor coach transportation, quality hotels and game 
tickets. Free brochure 507-217-1326.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free 
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers 
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT, 
www.boatangel.com.

GUN & KNIFE SHOW
Texas’ Biggest & Best Gun & Knife Show! Jan. 5-6. 
Dallas Arms Collectors Association, your store for 
personal protection, military, hunting, targets, ammo 
& much more! Dallas Market Hall, 2200 Stemmons 
Fwy., 972-369-6062.

INTERNET SERVICE
HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, Call 
855-294-6235

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Roundup®, a common weed and grass killer, may 
be linked to the development of Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma in farm workers and employees in garden 
centers, nurseries, and landscapers. Call 800-460-0606 
for professional insight or visit www.RespectForYou.
com/NHL.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

SAWMILLS
Sawmills from only $4,397.00 – Make & Save 
Money with your own bandmill – Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock, ready to ship! Free info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com. 800-567-0404, 
Ext.300N.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss! Get Paid to See the Country! 
Quality Drive-Away is looking for CDL Drivers to 
deliver new trucks. www.qualitydriveaway.com, 
574-642-2023.

WANTED
FREON R12 WANTED: Certified buyer will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases of cans. 312-291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
283 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Announcements

WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000
Big Spring Iron & Metal

Help Wanted
Automotive Service Advisor -
Male or Female with an Out-
going Personality, Customer
Service oriented &
Name/Face Recognition a
must, Experience Not
Needed. Apply in Person at
Pollard Chevrolet (see
Randy), 1501 East 4th Street,
Big Spring, Texas. No phone
calls please.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ACTIVELY RECRUITING:
•REGISTERED NURSES

•LICENSED VOCATIONAL
NURSES

•PSYCHIATRIC NURSING
ASSISTANTS

•PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
jennifer.patton@hhsc.state.tx.us
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

Or visit us at:
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Jal Welding and Machine.
Seeking experienced Weld-
ers apply in person
726 W. Walnut Coleman TX
325-625-2222

Help Wanted
Blue Paw Cafe
Convenient Store
Opening for daytime job
hours 7-3 M-F
Hourly $12-15 must be 18
year or older.
432-661-1264
The Colorado River
Municipal Water District is
accepting applications for
the following position.

Central Control Operator -
Responsile for monitoring
water flows, pressures, and
tank levels using SCADA
system. Perform adminis-
trative support including re-
cording readings, monitor-
ing phones and basic data
entry. Basic computer skills
including Excel needed. This
position involves shift work.

For additional information
visit www.crmwd.org

Gunsight Energy Center –
Big Spring, TX
Invenergy LLC
Invenergy LLC is hiring a
Wind Technician for the Gun-
sight Energy Center, a 120
MW wind power generation
facility utilizing GE 1.79 tur-
bine technology, located in
Big Spring, TX.
Qualified applicants are en-
couraged to visit www.in-
venergyllc.com and click on
“Careers.”
Invenergy LLC is a global de-
veloper, owner, and operator
of renewable and clean en-
ergy generation facilities. In-
venergy is a highly-experi-
enced leader in innovative
clean energy solutions.

Hiring All Positions! Crew
Leaders and Crew Techs,
Warehouse Techs. Will train.
Vacation and Holiday pay
with opportunity for advance-
ment. 40+ hours/week. Apply
@ Blast Masters 1711 E Hwy
350.

Help Wanted
Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for oil-
field dirt work. 2+ years O&G
experience required. Dozer,
trackhoe, loader positions
avail. Pay DOE. Health, vis-
ion, and dental insurance
100% paid! Apply in person:
9400 S. Service Rd,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more
information.

Hiring Immediately
Top Notch Landscaping is
hiring for full time positions!
Must have valid driver's
license. Please call
432-213-0031

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently taking ap-
plications for an evening shift
12pm-8pm dietary aide.
We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits and a Great Family
working environment!
Please apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Parkview Skilled Care and
Rehab is currently accepting
applications for a Charge
Nurse who is motivated,
caring and that loves the eld-
erly. We offer Competitive
Pay, Benefits and a Great
Family working environment!
You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

South Plains Implement is
seeking a Custodian,
Setup/Make Ready
Technician & Service
Department Technician.
Apply at 3011 N HWY 87.

Help Wanted
Technical Service & Field
Sales
J&W Services and
Equipment Co. is seeking a
Technical Service and Field
Sales rep for our Raider Elec-
tric Feed Thru division (a BIW
Distributor). 2+ yrs experi-
ence preferred but willing to
train. Benefits include health,
dental & life ins. Vacation &
Sick pay. Opportunities to
earn commissions and qtly
bonuses. Participation in
401k after one year. Stop at
3510 E Hwy 158 in Midland
or online
www.jandwservices.com for
app & submit to
jobs@jwwellheads.com

The Wood Group is hiring
Mental Health Tech for Res-
idential facility. Fulltime M-F
(4pm to mid), weekend Sat &
Sun (8pm to 8am) and PRN
shifts available. This is an
entry level position no certific-
ations required. Company will
provide all necessary train-
ing. Benefits included. To ap-
ply visit our website
www.thewoodgroup.us and
fax application to
432-264-2773. For questions
call 432-264-2752

Help Wanted

We are looking for an
outgoing, ambitious

individual to fill a role at
the Big Spring Herald!

Are you eager to increase
your income?

Do you like to socialize and
meet new people?

We want to hear from you!

Responsibilities and Duties:
This individual will be

responsible for contacting
businesses and selling
newspaper advertising.

Qualifications and Skills:
Knowledge of Microsoft

programs is preferred, but will
train the right person.

Organization, creativity and
strong people skills is a plus.

Must have reliable
transportation and a valid

driver's license.

Bring resume to
Big Spring Herald

at 710 Scurry or email
publisher@

bigspringherald.com

Job Type: Full Time

Items for Sale

For Sale: Lighted Christmas
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees,
and more decorations of all
sizes. Call 432-935-5307 or
432-816-2922 or come by
1433 Hilltop Rd.

Public Notice
MITCHEM WRECKER
SERVICE, LLC
5715 W. INTERSTATE 20
BIG SPRING, TX 79720
OFFICE 432-267-3747
VSF #0590795VSF
www.tdlr.texas.gov
NOTICE OF
IMPOUNDMENT

1978 YAMAHA
MOTORCYCLE RED
V.I.N. 1J312875
FEES $ 1,283.75

2009 CHEVY EQUINOX
BLACK
V.I.N. 2CNDL33F396208917
FEES $ 1,589.25

2011 FORD FUSION GRAY
V.I.N 3FAHP0HA5BR277926
FEES $ 1,521.25

IF THE VEHICLE IS NOT
CLAIMED 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE THS NOTICE IS
SENT GIVES THIS VEHICLE
STORAGE FACILITY THE
RIGHT TO DISPOSE OF
THE VEHICLE. ADDITION-
ALLY, FAILURE TO CLAIM
THE VEHICLE IS A WAIVER
OF ALL RIGHTS, TITLE, OR
INTEREST IN THE VEHICLE
AND PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY AND A CONSENT TO
SELL THE VEHICLE AT A
PUBLIC AUCTION.

#10020 Dec.24, 2018

Real Estate for Rent

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom
Houses for Rent.
References Required.
Call Richard 432-201-0539

1 or 2 persons. 1101
Douglas. Very clean 1 bed-
room. Good Location
$1000/month, $1000/dep.
Water paid. No pets/smoking.
References required. Call
432-213-2319

Affordable Country Living-
OASIS RV Park has Spaces
& Travel Trailers for Rent.
Call 432-517-0062 or 264-
9907.

A Vist From St. Nick

      Dear Readers: To all 
of the children out there 
and all of the children 
young at heart, I wish you 
all a very merry Christ-
mas.

      "A Visit From 
St. Nicholas"

'Twas the night before 
Christmas, when all 
through the house Not 
a creature was stirring, 
not even a mouse; The 
stockings were hung by 
the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas 
soon would be there;
The children were nestled 
all snug in their beds, 
While visions of sug-
ar-plums danced in their 
heads; And mamma in her 
'kerchief, and I in my cap, 
Had just settled our brains 
for a long winter's nap, 
When out on the lawn 
there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from the bed to 
see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew 
like a flash, Tore open the 
shutters and threw up the 
sash. The moon on the 
breast of the new-fallen 
snow
Gave the lustre of mid-
day to objects below,
When, what to my won-
dering eyes should 
appear, But a miniature 
sleigh, and eight tiny 

reindeer, With a little old 
driver, so lively and quick, 
I knew in a moment it 
must be St. Nick. More 
rapid than eagles his 
coursers they came, And 
he whistled, and shouted, 
and called them by name; 
"Now, Dasher! now, Danc-
er! now, Prancer and Vix-
en! On, Comet! on, Cupid! 
on, Donder and Blitzen! 
To the top of the porch! to 
the top of the wall! Now 
dash away! dash away! 
dash away all!" As dry 
leaves that before the wild 
hurricane fly, When they 
meet with an obstacle, 
mount to the sky;
So up to the house-top 
the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of 
Toys, and St. Nicho-
las too. And then, in a 
twinkling, I heard on the 
roof The prancing and 
pawing of each little hoof. 
As I drew in my head, 
and was turning around, 
Down the chimney St. 
Nicholas came with a 
bound. He was dressed 
all in fur, from his head to 
his foot, And his clothes 
were all tarnished with 
ashes and soot; A bundle 
of Toys he had flung on 
his back, And he looked 
like a pedler just opening 
his pack. His eyes -- how 
they twinkled! his dimples 
how merry! His cheeks 
were like roses, his nose 
like a cherry! His droll little 

mouth was drawn up like 
a bow And the beard of 
his chin was as white as 
the snow; The stump of 
a pipe he held tight in his 
teeth, And the smoke it 
encircled his head like a 
wreath;
He had a broad face and 
a little round belly, That 
shook when he laughed, 
like a bowlful of jelly. He 
was chubby and plump, 
a right jolly old elf, And I 
laughed when I saw him, 
in spite of myself; A wink 
of his eye and a twist of 
his head, Soon gave me 
to know I had nothing to 
dread; He spoke not a 
word, but went straight 
to his work, And filled all 
the stockings; then turned 
with a jerk, And laying his 
finger aside of his nose, 
And giving a nod, up the 
chimney he rose; He 
sprang to his sleigh, to his 
team gave a whistle, And 
away they all flew like the 
down of a thistle, But I 
heard him exclaim, ere he 
drove out of sight,
"Happy Christmas to all, 
and to all a good-night."

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to 

dearannie@creators.com.
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Today is Monday, Dec. 24, 
the 358th day of 2018. There 
are seven days left in the 
year. This is Christmas Eve.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 24, 1943, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
appointed Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower supreme com-
mander of Allied forces in 
Europe as part of Operation 
Overlord.

On this date:
In 1814, the United States 

and Britain signed the Treaty 
of Ghent, which ended the 
War of 1812 following ratifi-
cation by both the British 
Parliament and the U.S. 
Senate.

In 1865, several veterans of 
the Confederate Army formed 
a private social club in 
Pulaski, Tennessee, that was 
the original version of the Ku 
Klux Klan.

In 1871, Giuseppe Verdi's 
opera "Aida" had its world 
premiere in Cairo, Egypt.

In 1906, Canadian physicist 
Reginald A. Fessenden 
became the first person to 
transmit the human voice 
(his own) as well as music 
over radio, from Brant Rock, 
Massachusetts.

In 1913, 73 people, most of 
them children, died in a 
crush of panic after a false 
cry of "Fire!" during a 
Christmas party for striking 
miners and their families at 
the Italian Hall in Calumet, 
Michigan.

In 1914, during World War 
I, impromptu Christmas truc-
es began to take hold along 
parts of the Western Front 
between British and German 
soldiers.

In 1968, the Apollo 8 astro-
nauts, orbiting the moon, 
read passages from the Old 
Testament Book of Genesis 
during a Christmas Eve tele-
cast.

In 1974, Cyclone Tracy 
began battering the 
Australian city of Darwin, 
resulting in widespread dam-
age and causing some 65 
deaths.

In 1980, Americans remem-
bered the U.S. hostages in 
Iran by burning candles or 
shining lights for 417 seconds 
— one second for each day of 
captivity.

In 1990, actor Tom Cruise 
married his "Days of 
Thunder" co-star, Nicole 
Kidman, during a private cer-
emony at a Colorado ski 
resort (the marriage ended in 
2001).

In 1992, President Bush 
pardoned former Defense 

Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
and five others in the Iran-
Contra scandal.

In 1993, the Rev. Norman 
Vincent Peale, who blended 
Christian and psychiatric 
principles into a message of 
"positive thinking," died in 
Pawling, N.Y., at age 95.

Ten years ago: A man 
dressed in a Santa Claus suit 
shot his way into the Covina, 
Calif., home of his former in-
laws and set it on fire, killing 
nine people (the attacker, 
identified as Bruce Jeffrey 
Pardo, committed suicide the 
next day). The Federal 
Reserve granted a request by 
the financing arm of General 
Motors to tap the govern-
ment's $700 billion rescue 
fund, bolstering GM's ability 
to survive. Nobel Prize-
winning playwright Harold 
Pinter died in London at age 
78.

Five years ago: In Egypt, a 
car bomb ripped through a 
security headquarters in the 
Nile Delta city of Mansoura, 
killing 16 people, almost all 
policemen. Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth II granted a posthu-
mous pardon to code-breaker 
Alan Turing, who was con-
victed of homosexual behav-
ior in the 1950s. Pope Francis 
lauded Jesus' humble begin-
ning as a poor and vulnerable 
baby as he celebrated his first 
Christmas Eve Mass as pon-
tiff in St. Peter's Basilica.

One year ago: Peru's presi-
dent announced that he had 
granted a medical pardon to 
jailed former strongman 
Alberto Fujimori, 79, who 
had been serving a 25-year 
sentence for human rights 
abuses, corruption and the 
sanctioning of death squads. 
In Christmas eve remarks, 
Pope Francis likened the 
journey to Bethlehem by 
Mary and Joseph to the 
migrations of millions of peo-
ple today who are forced to 
leave homelands for a better 
life, or just to survive. 
Hundreds of supporters of 
Russian opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny nominated 
him for president, allowing 
him to file the required 
endorsement papers and put-
ting pressure on the Kremlin 
to allow him to run. (Navalny 
was blocked from the ballot 
because of a felony convic-

tion in a case that his sup-
porters regarded as falsified.)

Today's Birthdays: 
Songwriter-bandleader Dave 
Bartholomew is 100. Author 
Mary Higgins Clark is 91. 
Federal health official 
Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., is 
78. Recording company exec-
utive Mike Curb is 74. 
Actress Sharon Farrell is 72. 
U.S. Former Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions is 72. 

Actor Grand L. Bush is 63. 
Actor Clarence Gilyard is 63. 
Actress Stephanie Hodge is 
62. The former president of 
Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai 
(HAH'-mihd KAHR'-zeye), is 
61. Rock musician Ian Burden 
(The Human League) is 61. 
Actor Anil Kapoor (ah-NEEL' 
kuh-POOR') is 59. Actress 
Eva Tamargo is 58. Actor 
Wade Williams is 57. Rock 
singer Mary Ramsey (10,000 

Maniacs) is 55. Actor Mark 
Valley is 54. Actor Diedrich 
Bader is 52. Actor Amaury 
Nolasco is 48. Singer Ricky 
Martin is 47. Author 
Stephenie Meyer is 45. TV 
personality Ryan Seacrest 
(TV: "Live With Kelly & 
Ryan") is 44. Actor Michael 
Raymond-James is 41. Actor 
Austin Stowell is 34. Rock 
singer Louis Tomlinson (One 
Direction) is 27.

Thought for Today: 

"To perceive Christmas 
through its wrapping 
becomes more difficult with 
every year."

E.B. White
American author 

and journalist
 (1899-1985).

This Date 
In History
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ONE BIG HAPPY

ANDY CAPP
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 KMID 3
 Midland

 UNI 4
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 KPEJ 5
 Odessa

 KOSA 7
 Odessa

 KTLE 8
 Telemundo

 KWES 9
 Midland
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 Midland
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 Atlanta

 TNT 34
 Atlanta

 ESPN 35
 Sports

 ESPN2 36
 Sports

 FSN 38
 Sports

 USA 55
 New York

 A&E 58
 New York

 DISC 60
 Discovery

  :AM 
 5 :30

Big 2 Good 
Morning 
Basin

Como dice el 
dicho

Paid Prg. CBS7 Wake 
Up

Perro Amor 
(SS)

Newswest 9 Light. (Off Air) Facts/Life Paid Prg. Raymond Charmed SportsCenter Golic & 
Wingo 

LifeLock Chrisley Paid Prg. Fast N’ Loud 
Business Biblical Strokes Paid Prg. Raymond Back Chrisley Paid Prg.

  :AM 
 6 :30

¡Despi-
erta América! 
(SS)

Les Feld CBS7 Wake 
Up

Un nuevo día 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Master Wild Kratts-
Creature

Hillbillies True Crime 
Files

King Charmed SportsCenter NHL Hockey: 
Islanders at 
Stars

Chrisley The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Robison Creation 3 Sons King Chrisley

  :AM 
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Earth CBS This 
Morning 

Today Light of 
Southwest

Curious Beaver Cops Friends Charmed Get Up SportsCenter Chrisley The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Wom Beaver Cheaters Friends Chrisley

  :AM 
 8 :30

Fox 24 News 
AM

Light of 
Southwest

Let’s Go 
Luna

Perry Mason Steve Wilkos 
Show

Friends Charmed SportsCenter World Poker Chrisley The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Friends Chrisley

  :AM 
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

Cityline Kelly and 
Ryan

Silvana sin 
lana (SS)

Today Third 
Hour

M:25 Wild Kratts-
Creature

Matlock Steve Wilkos 
Show

Friends Supernatural First Take Get Up Bundesliga 
Soccer

Chrisley The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Lasting Friends Chrisley

  :AM 
 10 :30

The View Qué bonito 
amor

The Real The Price Is 
Right

Today-Kathie The Peg-Holidays Diagnosis 
Murder

Maury Friends Supernatural Mod Fam The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
De’siónes Think Red Friends Mod Fam

  :AM 
 11 :30

Big 2 Noticiero TMZ Live Young & 
Restless

Siempre Frangela Israel Concordia-
Gath

In the Heat 
of Night

Maury Friends Supernatural SportsCenter First Take NHL Hockey: 
Islanders at 
Stars

Mod Fam The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Jeopardy Vecinos Noticias Minute Christ Friends Mod Fam

  :PM 
 12 :30

GMA Day Like, la 
leyenda

Hot News La patrona 
(SS)

Days of our 
Lives

Truth Christ 
Chapel

Gunsmoke Paid Prg. American The Elf SportsCenter Mod Fam The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Hot Bold Our Mess Paid Prg. American Elf Pets Mod Fam

  :PM 
 1 :30

General 
Hospital

Como dice el 
dicho

Divorce The Talk Lo Mejor The Dr. Oz 
Show

Biblical Christmas Bonanza Paid Prg. American Movie: 
The DUFF, 
Bella Thorne  
(DVS)

NBA: The 
Jump 

Jalen Tennis: In-
vesco Series: 
Champions 
Cup.

Mod Fam The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Divorce Dr. Wil European Paid Prg. American E:60 Mod Fam

  :PM 
 2 :30

Rachael Ray En tierras 
salvajes

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

(1:58) Suelta 
la sopa

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Light of 
Southwest

Hope Col-
lege

Riflem’n Jerry 
Springer 

Burgers Mod Fam The First 48 Fast N’ Loud 
Rifleman Burgers NFL Prime-

Time 
SportsCenter 
Spec.

Mod Fam
  :PM 
 3 :30

DailyMail El gordo y la 
flaca

Judge Mathis Steve Rojo Vivo Dr. Phil Light of 
Southwest

Purdue 84th Wagon Train Jerry 
Springer 

Burgers (:15) Movie: 
Fred Claus  
(DVS)

Focused Mod Fam Movie: 
Ocean’s 
Twelve, Matt 
Damon 

Fast N’ Loud 
DailyMail Burgers NFL Live NBA: The 

Jump 
Spotlight Mod Fam

  :PM 
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

The List FamFeud Suelta la 
sopa (SS)

News Wonder Christmas 
With the 

Charlie’s 
Angels

blackish Burgers Cowboys Mod Fam Fast N’ Loud 
Jdg Judy Mod Fam Studio 7 Inside Ed. A Prom blackish Family Guy Snow Mod Fam

  :PM 
 5 :30

Big 2 P. Luche Broke Girl CBS 7 Tele News Creation Danube Mama’s American Monday 
Night Count-
down 

SportsCenter Texans Mod Fam Fast N’ Loud 
ABC Noticiero Mom CBS Noticias News Cost Business Jeff’sons American Fam. Guy (:45) Movie: 

The Wizard 
of Oz  (DVS)

Texans Mod Fam
  :PM 
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Big Bang CBS 7 Ice Age 3: 
Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs 
(SS)

News Families PBS News-
Hour 

M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Basketball: A 
Love Story

Epic Mod Fam Movie: 
Ocean’s 
Eleven, Andy 
Garcia 

Fast N’ Loud 
Wheel Big Bang ET News TBA M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Beyond Mod Fam

  :PM 
 7 :30

Movie: 
Beauty and 
the Beast 

Celebrando 
en Noche-
buena

MasterChef 
Junior: 
Celebrity 
Showdown

Neighbor Movie: It’s 
a Wonderful 
Life, Lionel 
Barrymore  
(DVS)

News Antiques 
Roadshow

Griffith Arrow Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

(:15) NFL 
Football: 
Denver 
Broncos at 
Oakland 
Raiders.

High School 
Football

WWE Mon-
day Night 
RAW 

Fast N’ Loud 
Neighbor Being Griffith

  :PM 
 8 :30

God Friend-
ed Me

Pelicula: 2 
Fast 2 Furi-
ous (SS)

Light of 
Southwest

Christmas 
With the 

G. Pyle DC’s Leg-
ends

Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

Basketball: A 
Love Story WKRP Movie: 

Ocean’s 
Thirteen, 
Matt Damon 

  :PM 
 9 :30

The Good 
Doctor

FOX 24 
News at 9

Bull Light of 
Southwest

Candlelight Heroes Page Six Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

Heroes Gold
  :PM 
 10 :30

Big 2 Impacto TMZ CBS 7 Tele News News Amanpour-
Co

C. Burnett Gold Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

SportsCenter 
W/Van Pelt

Basketball: A 
Love Story

C’boys Movie: The 
Fast and 
the Furious  
(DVS)

Fast N’ Loud 
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Noticiero Mom A Baylor 
Christmas

Titulares Christmas 
Choir

American Perry Mason Seinfeld Cowboys
  :PM 
 11 :30

Misa de gallo Mod Fam Milagros de 
Navidad

House (Off Air) Seinfeld Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

World Poker (:03) Movie: 
Ocean’s 
Eleven, Andy 
Garcia 

Fast N’ Loud 
Nightline Funny A Bold New 

Love: A
(:34) Christ-
mas Eve 
Mass 

Zion Twi. Zone Rules NFL Prime-
Time   :AM 

 12 :30
(12:07) King 
of Kings

Two Men Milagros de 
Navidad

News Hitchcock Rules Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

Basketball: A 
Love Story 

UFC Re-
loadedSimpsons Access Creation Hitchcock King SportsCenter (:25) Movie: 

2 Fast 2 
Furious 

  :AM 
 1 :30

(:05) Extra En tierras 
salvajes

Pawn ET Programa News Light of 
Southwest

Mannix Top 30 Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

Paid Prg. Pawn Paid Prg. Programa Inside Ed. Paid Prg. NFL Prime-
Time 

(:33) Movie: 
Ocean’s 
Thirteen, 
Matt Damon 

  :AM 
 2 :30

(:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Vecinos Paid Prg. (:05) CBS 
Overnight 
News 

Programa Minute Light of 
Southwest

Cannon Paid Prg. Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

Basketball: A 
Love Story

UFC Count-
down

Fast N’ Loud 
P. Luche Paid Prg. Pelicula: 

Lauro Pu-
ñales (SS)

108th Annual Paid Prg. SportsCenter (:39) Movie: 
The Fast and 
the Furious: 
Tokyo Drift

  :AM 
 3 :30

El gordo y la 
flaca

Paid Prg. Cost 77 Sunset 
Strip 

Paid Prg. Movie: A 
Christmas 
Story  (DVS)

Paid Prg. Raw Alaska 
Paid Prg. Early Tdy Truth Paid Prg. SportsCenter Paid Prg.

  :AM 
 4 :30

AgDay Impacto Paid Prg. Programa Early Tdy Israel P. Gunn Paid Prg. A Christmas 
Story

E:60 Paid Prg. Paid Prg. Alaska
Morning Noticiero Two Men News Programa Early Tdy Shepherd Gallery Paid Prg. SportsC. Paid Prg. Paid Prg.
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By Steve Becker

By Holiday MatHis
The Neptunian Sugar-
plum Situation

      Mercury and 
Neptune may interfere 
with the vision of sug-
arplums supposedly 
dancing in our heads. 
The remedy is to take 
the vision out of our 
heads (where it might 
get distorted or lose its 
sweetness) and stop 
leaving everything to 
the plums. Turn up the 
music, and do your 
own dance. Move your 
body and life moves 
merrily along.

      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). Your 
abiding respect for words 
and your love of their elo-
quent or novel expression 
will enhance your experi-
ence as you take part in 
a brilliant conversation or 
piece of writing.

      TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Though a belief 
in something that cannot 
be observed or quantified 
exists only in the mind, 
the tangible things that 
happen because of and 
in expression of the belief 
can change the world.

      GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). Human re-
lationships are very 
intricate, requiring the 
complex balance of sev-
eral layers all at once. So 
when you feel as if you're 
getting it right, give your-
self a lot of credit. And 
when you're not, offer up 
a huge amount of grace.

      CANCER (June 22-
July 22). The reason the 
card is as important as, if 
not more important than, 
the gift is that the spirit in 
which you do things mat-
ters much more than the 
actions themselves.

      LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). Open your eyes to 
the secret clues. You 
only have to see one for 
there to suddenly be an 
endless ticker tape of 
clues to point you in the 
right direction or provide 
reassurance anytime you 
need it.

      VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). You're power-
ful, capable and creative. 
So you'll turn the old 
traditions into something 
you can get behind, or 
you'll do things in a way 
that's all you; the tradition 
starts now.

      LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). Sometimes you 
simply don't let yourself 
want what you want. You 
reason it away as too ex-
pensive, time-consuming, 
caloric, difficult to obtain, 
etc., but to no avail, 
because the want keeps 
coming back. Go on and 
let yourself have it.

      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Nothing 
connects you with family 
and friends like good food 

and merry music. Even 
if you don't happen to 

be around loved ones, 
going where there are 
food and music and 
strangers will give you 
a connected feeling.

      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your heart is filled with 
a boundless, condi-
tionless kind of love. 
However, relationships 
don't live solely in the 
heart. Relationships 
live in a condition-
al world. You'll be 
attuned to how every-
one's conditions are 
being met.

      CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). What's 
shared between you and 
the other person is a 
formless feeling, yet when 
you try to put it into form, 
you come pretty close to 
creating a perfect under-
standing of the emotion.

      AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). The move that 
improves things happens 
before the main action. 
It's the moment you take 
to project an outcome 
that will please you, to 
create an intention, and to 
decide who you're going 
to be in the scenario.

      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). Romantic 
or not, each relationship 
has its own chemistry. 
What's going on at this 
level is good information, 
and you'll have a height-
ened awareness of what's 
clicking and feeling great.

Write Holiday Mathis at 
HolidayMathis@gmail.com.
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of
  Surgery)
- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure
  Available)
- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology
  Available Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone 
  Syndrome
- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

290572

Merry Christmas!
Stop By Our

Gift Shop For All
Your Christmas Gifts!

Howard County
Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd                         (432) 267-6411

29
30

98

It’s BIG
Annual Mammoth Crossword Puzzle

December 31, 2018

Prescott, Cowboys wrap up NFC East with 27-20 win over Bucs
By SCHUYLER 
DIXON 
AP Pro Football Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas 
— Dak Prescott shared a 
brief hug with star run-
ning back Ezekiel Elliott 
after the Dallas quar-
terback kneeled twice 
to wrap up their second 
NFC East title in three 
seasons together.

The postgame celebra-
tion was equally muted 
after Prescott accounted 
for two touchdowns and 
Jaylon Smith returned 
a fumble 69 yards for a 
score in a 27-20 win over 
the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers on Sunday.

Now it's on to some-
thing Prescott and Elliott 
couldn't do after an NFC-
best 13 victories during 
their remarkable rookie 
year together in 2016: win 
a playoff game.

"We've got a lot more 
work to do," Prescott said after run-
ning for Dallas' first touchdown and 
throwing a 4-yard pass to Michael 
Gallup for the last. "This is some-
thing that we set out, wanted to do 
way back in the offseason, and this is 
giving us a chance to go and get the 
greater goal."

Smith's long return came after a 
scrambling Jameis Winston lost the 
ball on a blind-side sack by Randy 
Gregory, who also recovered a fumble 
to set up a touchdown for a 14-point 
lead late in the third quarter.

The Cowboys (9-6) clinched their 
third division title in five seasons a 
week after failing in their first chance 
with their first shutout loss in 15 
years, 23-0 at Indianapolis.

It was a moment of redemption for 
Elliott, whose six-game suspension 
over domestic violence allegations 
last year came just as the Cowboys 
were playing their best. The ensuing 
three-game losing streak ultimately 
kept them out of the playoffs.

"We can't get comfortable," said El-
liott, who had 85 yards rushing. "We 
can't afford to take a week off next 
week. We've got to keep working and 
make sure we're ready for the play-

offs."
Winston threw for 336 yards in an-

other prolific passing game for the 
Buccaneers (5-10), who outgained the 
Cowboys 383 yards to 232 but hurt 
themselves with turnovers and hold-
ing penalties. Tampa Bay's third 
straight loss clinched the franchise's 
fifth season of at least 10 losses in the 
past six years, a week after the Bucs 
were eliminated from postseason con-
tention.

"It's frustrating to move the ball like 
that and not get touchdowns," coach 
Dirk Koetter said. "Against good 
teams, that's what you're supposed to 
do."

Smith's fumble return and Gregory's 
recovery at the Tampa Bay 4 helped a 
Dallas offense that wasn't sharp for a 
second straight week. Prescott was 20 
of 25 but for just 161 yards.

Prescott ran 7 yards to cap the only 
lengthy Dallas touchdown drive, a 
75-yarder. His toss to the rookie Gal-
lup came after Gregory's recovery, 
which resulted from a botched ex-
change between Winston and receiv-
er Bobo Wilson.

A play before that bad exchange in a 
seven-point game, Peyton Barber's 33-
yard run was wiped out by one of four 

holding penalties against the Bucs.
Smith gave the Cowboys a 14-3 lead 

in the second quarter, scooping up 
the loose ball after Gregory hit Win-
ston from behind and outrunning 
the Tampa Bay quarterback down 
the sideline for his first career touch-
down.

The sprint was one of the best il-
lustrations of Smith getting his speed 
back after the devastating knee in-
jury in his final game at Notre Dame 
that sidelined him as a rookie with 
the Cowboys in 2016. For the first 
time this season, he's playing without 
a brace designed to offset nerve dam-
age.

"I've been known as a sideline-to-
sideline fast linebacker and athlete," 
Smith said. "Had I run the 40 (at the 
NFL combine), I would have been 
somewhere in the 4.4s and all that 
good stuff. But it feels good to be able 
to open up like that again at the high-
est level."

Winston's 7-yard pass to Mike Evans 
got the Bucs within a touchdown with 
2:05 remaining, but Dallas linebacker 
Leighton Vander Esch recovered the 
onside kick. Evans had six catches 
for 90 yards, and Adam Humphries 

had 10 grabs for 79 yards.
With a chance to get 

within a touchdown ear-
lier in the fourth quar-
ter, Winston was stopped 
about half a yard short of 
the first down at the Dal-
las 1 on a fourth-down 
scramble.

TAKING CARE OF 
BUSINESS

The Cowboys could 
have clinched the divi-
sion with a Philadelphia 
loss at home against 
Houston. The issue was 
already settled by the 
time Jake Elliott hit 
a 35-yard field goal as 
time expired to give the 
defending Super Bowl 
champion Eagles a 32-30 
win. "I think it was man-
datory for us to go out 
there and take care of it 
ourselves," Elliott said. 
"Honestly, it just feels 
better."

RUSHING RACE
Elliott, the NFL rushing leader by 

98 yards over Todd Gurley of the Los 
Angeles Rams coming in, is at 1,434 
yards with what could be seen as a 
meaningless game at the Giants to 
finish the regular season. In a similar 
situation two years ago, Elliott didn't 
play at Philadelphia. His final carry 
Sunday was an 11-yarder for a first 
down that allowed Prescott to run out 
the clock.

CRAWFORD SCARE
Dallas defensive lineman Tyrone 

Crawford went to a hospital to have 
a neck injury evaluated after getting 
hurt on the second play of the game. 
Crawford's neck was stabilized on a 
stretcher with his facemask removed. 
The seventh-year player was moving 
his arms and legs before he was taken 
off the field.

The Cowboys said after the game 
that Crawford was released from the 
hospital and would be re-evaluated by 
the team's medical staff Monday.

UP NEXT
Buccaneers: Finale at home against 

Atlanta next Sunday.
Cowboys: Regular-season finale at 

the Giants next Sunday.

AP photo

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott (4) celebrates scoring a touchdown on a run-
ning play in the first half of an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 
Arlington, Texas, Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018.

Texans lose to Eagles 32-30, lose control of No. 2 seed

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer

PHILADELPHIA — Deshaun Watson made one 
big play after another to rally the Houston Texans 
back from a 13-point deficit to take the lead only to 
watch the defense let it slip away.

The Texans missed an opportunity to clinch the 
AFC South and lost control of the No. 2 seed when 
Jake Elliott kicked a 35-yard field goal as time ex-
pired to give the Philadelphia Eagles a 32-30 victory 
on Sunday.

Houston would secure the division title with a 
victory against Jacksonville next week. They need 
the Patriots to lose or tie to get a first-round bye. 
But they own at least a wild-card spot because Pitts-
burgh lost to New Orleans later Sunday.

"We just have to go out there and win next week," 
J.J. Watt said after being held to only three tackles 
and no sacks. "We can't worry about anything else."

Watson was 29 of 40 for 339 yards and two touch-
downs and also ran for 49 yards and two scores.

Down 29-16 in the fourth quarter, the Texans 
started their comeback after recovering Josh Ad-
ams' fumble. Watson threw a 14-yard TD to DeAn-

dre Hopkins to cut the 
deficit to 29-23 with 4:48 
left and the Texans got 
the ball back at their 20 
after a three-and-out.

Watson made an in-
credible escape on third-
and-11 and threw 22 
yards to Jordan Akins 
for a first down at the 
Philadelphia 34.

On third-and-11, he hit 
Vyncint Smith deep in 
the back of the end zone. 
Smith made an outstand-
ing catch, and dragged 
his feet to stay inbounds.

"He played great the 
last two drives," Texans 
coach Bill O'Brien said. 
"He's just got incredible 
instincts, he sees things 
well, he hangs in there, 
he's tough. The football 
field for him is heaven 
on earth. Obviously we 

have a strong belief in him and what he can do."
The Texans had a tough time moving the ball 

until the fourth quarter and the absence of Lamar 
Miller hurt their rushing attack. Alfred Blue and 
D'Onta Foreman had 13 yards on 11 carries.

"I think the ball in (Watson's) hands is the best 
thing for our offense and for our football team," 
O'Brien said. "But we have to figure out how to 
run the ball better. I have to figure it out because it 
hasn't been good enough."

Watt and the rest of Houston's defense blamed 

themselves for the loss after giving up 519 yards and 
allowing the Eagles to go 4 for 4 on fourth downs.

"I'll put that on my shoulders," Watt said. "The of-
fense did a great job giving us a chance, and we just 
didn't get a stop at the end. I'll take that as a leader 
of the defense. We have to get a stop."

"As long as we get in, then it's a new season," 
Watson said before the clinching was official. "My 
mentality is whoever we have to play, wherever 
we have to play, we are going to play all four quar-
ters. All that stuff is irrelevant. We have to focus on 
Jacksonville, get everyone healthy and try to win 
the next game and see what happens."

The Texans lost wide receiver Demaryius Thom-
as (right leg) and cornerbacks Kareem Jackson 
(knee) and Kayvon Webster (thigh) in the game. 
Thomas was carted off the field in the fourth quar-
ter and his injury appeared most serious.

AP photo

Philadelphia Eagles' Zach Ertz (86) scores a touchdown over 
Houston Texans' Aaron Colvin (22) during the second half of an 
NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018, in Philadelphia.
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Customers like
you make us grateful!

Thanks for dropping in on us
at Christmas time and all year!

With gratitude, we wish you
a joyous Christmas!

Thanks for your
generous support!

Wishing you all the
best this holiday season!

Wishing you an abundance of 
happiness this Christmas!

Warm wishes
at Christmas! We appreciate your

business!

We couldn’t wish for  
better friends and customers!

Merry Christmas,
and thanks for your patronage!

Merry Christmas
to you and yours!

403 Runnels
Big Spring, TX
(432) 264-9107

BIG SPRING
FORD

BigSpringFord.com
500 W. 4th St.
Big Spring, TX
(432) 267-7424

www.bsfcu.com
1110 Benton

Big Spring, TX
(432) 263-8393

www.DavidWardDDS.com
1500 Scurry

Big Spring, TX
(432) 517-6381

2900 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX
(432) 267-3955

Open 7 Days A Week
700 E. FM 700
(432) 263-1381

3423 I-20 Frontage Rd.
Big Spring, TX
(432) 264-6500

3101 Hwy. 87
Big Spring, TX
(432) 517-4533

2104 I-20 Frontage Rd.
Big Spring, TX
(432) 263-1651

11am-9pm

(432) 263-3409
812 W. 3rd St.

(432) 263-8393
TDLR: 005904947C

myarbar@clarsonrealestate.com

(432) 213-5259

Mitchem
Wrecker Service

Ronnie Smith
Transmission, LLC

www.bigspringherald.com
710 Scurry St.                                                                                                                                   (432) 263-7331

28
23
78

Peace, love, joy and abundance 
at Christmas!

A-1 Lock
and Key

With the help of these local businesses, we were able to provide a full 
Christmas Dinner to TWELVE  FAMILIES

Merry Christmas!

Ward Family Dental, P.C.

Griffin
Grooming

TJ’s
Steakhouse


