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By Beth Aaron/The University Daily

Dr. Thomas Butler, the Texas Tech Health
Sciences professor and plague researcher, has
decided to appeal his termination from the
HSC.

Butler was convicted of 47 counts, includ-
ing embezzlement, and mail and wire fraud,
in December. He was not convicted of lying
to the FBI, tax evasion or smuggling.

When the Butler residence was contacted,
a person close to the case said. Butler was un-
able to comment.

“He doesn'’t agree with it so that’s why he's
asking for a hearing,” she said. “He doesn’t

feel he has done any-
thing wrong.”

An internal hear-
ing will be held as
SOOn as a committee
is formed, said
Suzanna Martinez,
assistant director of
news and publica-
tions for the HSC.

“We're following
our policy, and we referred to our faculty so a
hearing can be held,” she said. “(Holding) an

Butler

internal hearing is the next step in termina
tion.”

Martinez said the committee would be
made up of seven people as outlined in the
school of medicine k\‘l(i\\‘\ Butler will I\ltk
three members; Dr. Richard Homan, dean
of the medical school, will pick three mem-
bers, and the remaining member will be cho-
sen by the other six members of the commit-
ree.

Dr. Ted Reid, professor of ophthalmology
at the HSC, is one of several Tech faculty
members who put together a petition ad
dressed to Chancellor Dr. David Smith and
HSC President M. Roy Wilson on Butler's
behalf in an effort to keep him out of prison.

Reid said the petition is a humanitarian
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effort. According to the petition, those who
sign it believe Butler deserves to be able to
sustain his family life and income and the pos-
sibility of continuing his vital scientific re-
search.

“I realiy believe he was just a person who
was trying to do something good for the world
and he was trying to do it in the best way he
could,” Reid said. “Now he faces financial ruin
ind prison time.”

The petition bas 75 signatures, including
those belonging to retired Tech faculty as well
as Nobel Prize winners. Reid said the passing
of the petition has been halted because of
Butler's impending sentencing

“The impression I think people have of
him is that he’s some sort of devious crimi-
nal,” Reid said. “What this trial represents
is a very complex story that can be skewed
in a number of different ways depending in
what interpretation you want to take "

Reid said if Butler is terminated or sent
to prison, it could cause concern for other
faculty members who are unaware of Tech's
regulations in their entirety.

“It could be very scary for the faculty at
Tech if he is sent to prison for regulations he
didn’t know about,” he said. “It’s a sad story

BUTLER continued on page 3A

THREE DAYS OF

PROTEST

Kansas church protests gay-friendly
businesses in Lubbock area.

By Michael Castellon/The University Daily

The city of Lubbock and Texas Tech came under fire last weekend by a controversial and
outspoken anti-homosexual organization that alleges both the city and the university is
engaging in activities that wrongfully promote anti-Christian values

Members of the Topeka. Kansas-based Westboro Baptist Church protested throughout
Lubbock and the Tech campus Saturday and Monday in a series of demonstrations against
what the organization refers to as the enabling of an anti-Christian
gay culture throughout the Lubbock community UD -—
EDITORIAL

on page -

Carrying signs that read “God Hates America,” “God Blew Up
the Shuttle” and “Thank God for Sept. 11,
dragged an oversized American flag behind them as they picketed

Sites for the WBC's protests included the Buddy Holly Center,
which according to a press release posted on the organization’s Web

" members of the church

site, is a “sodomite propaganda mill” that wrongfully promotes gay culture by displaying a
pair of recording artist Elton John's sunglasses

“(The Buddy Holly Center) is promoting to honor an article of clothing that was worn
by a man who lived his life in opposition to God Almighty,” Steve Drain, a member of the
church, said. “And we have a problem with that.”

On Saturday, the WBC demonstrated at Urbanovsky Park just before the Lady Raider
basketball game in a protest against the No. 1-ranked team that Drain said promotes lesbi
anism.

“The university and the city are silent as a tomb on this issue, and the students and the
city just let it go on like there's nothing wrong with it,” he said

The church may best be known for its anti-gay demonstrations following the highly

MURDER continued on page 3A
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MANY PEOPLE protested in Lubbock against homosexuality Saturday and Monday at numerous sites in the Hub City. The protest was headed by 1 Kansas-based church.

No city manager named after finalists not offered job '

By Sally Gunter/The University Daily

Public Affairs

McDougal said Pupo's withdrawal would not have influenced
the final decision of the Council

Student Affairs

Goin’ Band member
murdered in Dallas

By Andrew Bell/The University Daily

While the Texas Tech football team played against Navy
in the Houston Bowl, members of the Goin' Band from
Raiderland were on the sidelines mourning one of their own.

On Dec. 20. Mayra DeLoa, a sophomore English major
from Garland, was stabbed to death at a Dallas residence.
According to the Dallas Police Department, DeLoa was
found dead in the front yard of the Sahara Way Apart-
ments after being allegedly stabbed to death by Paul Milne

Paty Diaz, DeLoa's older sister, said Milne and DeLoa
had been dating. Milne is in jail, but Diaz said the family
has not received much information on the case. However,
they expect the trial to begin in the next within a year

As a member of the Goin’ Band, DeLoa played the pic-
colo. Diaz said after playing the flute in high school, DeLoa
decided to play the piccolo for the Goin’ Band and enjoyed
the experience.

“She enjoyed the trips and her bandmates,” Diaz said
“She had gone to Colorado and had been to Disney World.”

Qurside of her work in the band, DelLoa was studying to
become a teacher. Diaz said while Deloa was in high school
she came across inspiring teachers that had a positive ef-
fect on her. She noticed being a teacher can make a differ-

MURDER continued on page 3A

Student Affairs
Tech student dies in
San Angelo house fire

By Andrew Bell/The University Daily

As the New Year began, Texas Tech lost a student to a
house fire in San Angelo

The fire broke out in the kitchen of the three-bedroom
house where Mitzi Sessom, a sophomore English major from
Eldorado, decided to stay the night at a friend's for the New
Year

Don Vardeman, an inspector and investigator for the
San Angelo Fire Marshal’s Office, said the fire was deter-
mired to be accidental. Vardeman said the office deter
mined the fire began at 4:45 a.m. on Jan. | after two oven
burners having been left on spread the fire from the kitchen
cabinets to the living room

At the time of the fire two others were present in the
house. Brett Stroman, 20, suffered minor injuries during
the blaze. Vardeman said Stroman of Sweetwater was treated
and released from the hospital.

The other occupant of the home during the fire was Mel
Childers, 79. All of the occupants were taken to University
Medical Center for their injuries. Despite being at the oppo-
site end of the house when the fire began, both Childers and
Sessom died from the injuries sustained in the blaze

Sessom's father, Steve Sessom, said his daughter was am

DEATHS continued on page 5A

The Dec. 18 decision of the Lubbock City Council to not offer
the position of city manager to either of the two finalists led to the
resignation of interim city manager Tommy Gonzalez and left Lub
bock still without a city manager.

“There was a consensus that we not offer Tommy the job,”
Mayor Marc McDougal said. “Very quickly after that it was de-
cided we would not offer Mr. Childers the job.”

The city manager position could be filled within the next few
days, McDougal said.

The morning of Dec. 18, hours before the Council was sched-
uled to meet to discuss the candidates, candidate William Pupo
backed out of the selection process to accept a position elsewhere.

“That wassomething | had been very concemned with all along,”
he said. “I told the Council I didn't believe Mr. Pupo would take the
job even if we offered it to him, but he remained in the process.”

EDITORIAL: 806-742-3393

ADVERTISING: 806-742:3384

“My personal feeling is that we would have done exactly what
we did even if he stayed in the process,” McDougal said

The decision also led to heated debate that race influenced
the Council. Gonzalez is Hispanic, while Longview City Manager
Rickey Childers is black.

McDougal denied these claims and held a press conference
Jan. 6 to ensure the public that race had nothing to do with the
decision to not offer the position to Gonzalez or Childers.

“In the meantime there was a large outcry from the Hispanic
community about Tommy not getting the job,” he said. “Race came
up in that.”

McDougal said he met with a number of leaders from the His-
panic groups before the council meeting on Thursday to answer

MANAGER continued on page SA
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Emilio Abeyta, a local attorney from Lubbock, addresses the city council last Thursday.
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Missing 6-year-old’s
skull found in woods

SAGINAW (AP) — They had
been preparing for this call for
nearly five years, since the 6-year-
old with big blue eyes under a fringe

f thick bange was snatched from
the front yard in the middle of a
spring day.

Opal Jennings' family had ex-
pected the worst as months turned
into years without her and as a child
molester was convicted in her kid-
napping.

But as relatives watched home
videos of the raven-haired young-
ster grinning and cradling her dolls,
they couldn't stop hoping that Opal
might come home alive.

T'he heartbreaking confirmation
of their worst fears came in a phone
call from the Tarrant County medi-
cal examiner on Monday, about two
weeks after two pL'U[“L on hurscb.lck
found part of a small skull in woods
and brush in northwest Fort Worth.
area is about 10
miles from the working-class neigh-

T }H‘ remote

borhood in Saginaw where Opal
had been playing in her grandpar-
ents’ yard when she vanished in
March 1999.

After the skull was found in late
December, authorities scoured the
area and found more bone frag-
ments, a toy and a pair of pink
Barbie tennis shoes similar to those
Opal was wearing when she disap-
peared, said Dr. Nizam Peerwani,
Tarrant County’s chief medical ex-
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The Rundown

Wal-Mart audit finds
many labor violations

NEW YORK (AP) — An inter-
nal audit of about 25,000 workers at
Wal-Mart stores found thousands of
labor
working during school hours and
workers not taking breaks or lunches,

lations, including minors

a newspaper reported.

The audit found 1,371 violations
of child-labor laws, including minors
working too late, too many hours in
a day or during school hours. On
more than 60,000 occasions, work-
ers missed breaks and on 16,000 they
skipped meal times, in violation of
most state labor regulations.

The audit, conducted in July 2000
and distributed to top Wal-Mart execu-
tives, polled employee records at 128
stores across the country, the New York
Times reported in Tuesday editions.

Wal-Mart officials downplayed
the audit’s findings, saying workers
often forgot to punch in and out dur-
ing breaks or skipped lunches so they
could leave early

The audit, by Wal-Mart auditor
Bret Shipley,
behavior within the facilities,
Williams,

for communications, told the paper

“doesn't reflect actual
"Mona
Wal-Mart's vice president

The company had enacted no re-
forms in response to the report, she
said, because other Wal-Mart auditors
had reviewed Shipley’s work and
found it flawed.

But Wal-Mart critics said the au-
dit revealed the company had sacri-
ficed workers' rights in pursuit of

profit.
v
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Pope won’t do Ash
Wednesday ceremony

VATICAN CITY (AP) —In
the latest sign of concern over
his frail health, Pope john Paul
Il has canceled his traditional
Ash Wednesday service at a
Rome basilica, the Vatican said
Saturday.

For decades, John Paul would
open the Catholic church’s sol-
emn Lenten period with a cer-
emony in St. Sabina’s Basilica, a
5th-century church on Rome’s
Aventine Hill.

During the service, the pon-
tiff would smudge ashes, a sign
of penitence, on the foreheads of
clergy and lay people.

But the Vatican said that this
year the afternoon ceremony
won't be held

Instead, the pope will preside
over a prayer ceremony, which
will include a blessing and smudg-
ing of the ashes on the faithful in
a Vatican auditorium the morn-
ing of Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25.

The change eliminates the
taxing drive from the Vatican
across Rome to the Aventine
Hill and the transfer from cars to
the wheeled decorative chair he
has been using to get around.

John Paul, 83
walks in public ceremonies, a re-
of ot
Parkinson's disease and hip and

, no longet

sult the progression

knee problems. ‘

Over the past year, he began
delegating assistants in several
ceremonies to read some of his

speeches.

USA Today reporter forced to resign

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — For-
eign correspondent Jack Kelley was
forced to resign from USA Today last
week after he repeatedly misled edi-
tors during an internal investigation
into someof his stories, the paper’s top
editors said.

Kelley told The Washington Post he
concluded he should resign because he
“panicked and used poor judgment”
by encouraging a translator who was
not present during a 1999 interview
that had come under scrutiny to im-
personate a translator who was there

TRAVIS GLODT/The University Daily

DALLAS WEBB, a senior public relations major from Dailas, finds her books at the Student Union’s Barnes

& Nobles bookstore Tuesday.

TECH TALK You always think how you would want

a game to go and how you would want
to perform. And I got to live my

dream game.

NATALIE RITCHIE
Lady Raider Guard
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Publishing information

and confirm his story to USA Today
investigators. He told the Post he real-
ized his error and apologized to the
paper's top executives two weeks later.

“The reason for ending Kelley's
employmene-was that he engaged in
an elaborate deception during an in-
' USA To-

day editor Karen Jurgensen said in a

vestigation into his work,’

lengthy statement posted Tuesday on
the paper’s Internet site. “He admit-
ted that he engaged in conduct de-
signed to deceive the investigation.”

Her statement said the paper “had
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chosen to treat the issue as a confi-
dential personnel matter, but because
Kelley made it public and because
some published accounts have con-
tained inaccurate information, we are
providing a summary of the central
events that led editors to end Kelley's
employment.”

The statement said Kelley did ad-
mit attempting to deceive USA To-
day investigators, but only after be-
ing presented with evidence of his de-
ception. Jurgensen said Kelley then
resigned after being told he had two
days to quit or be fired.

In a follow-up to the story it pub-
lished Sunday, the Post reported in
Tuesday’s editions that Kelley's attor-
ney, Lynne Bernabei, said USA To-
day told her last November that pri-
vate investigators hired by the paper
had discovered the Kdle\' deception.
“They confronted us,” Bernabei told

Bush to ask for 5 percent

by the student sales staff with free
campus distribution resulting from
student service fees.

Subscriptions

Call:

(806)742-3388
Subscription Rates: $120 annually;
single issues: 25 cents.
Postmaster: send address changes to The
University Daily, Box 43081 Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas 79409.

the Post. “It was after that that Jack
disclosed he had done that.”

Despite the furor and exhaustive
investigation, USA Today said it was
not now making any changes to the
underlying 1999 Kelley story under in-
vestigation because it has been unable
to determinate it was not true.

Kelley continues to stand by the
original story, which involved a note-
book he said he was shown document-
ing Serbian war crimes. He maintained
to the Post that he felt the USA Today
investigation of his work — prompted
by an anonymous letter — amounted
to a witch hunt.

The Post quoted Barbara Davis, a
former United Nations mission chief
in Yugoslavia, as saying Monday in an
interview from Belgrade that “the fact
that it (the notebook) existed in the
form that Jack described is very prob-
able.”

increase in NASA’s budget

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Bush will seek to boost
NASA's budget by 5 percent annu-
ally for the next three years to help
pay for his plan to put a base on
the moon and to mount a manned
expedition to Mars later in the cen-
tury, a senior administration offi-
cial said Tuesday.
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The plan calls for establishing a
permanent presence on the moon
within two decades and to put as-
tronauts on Mars sometime after
2030, the official said.

Congressional negotiators have
previously agreed to a NASA bud-
get of nearly $15.5 billion for fiscal
2004, which began last Oct. 1.
That's a $90 million boost over the
previous year. The measure, part of
a broad-based spending bill, was
passed by the House and awaits ap-
proval by the Senate.

A 5 percent boost, as proposed
by Bush, would increase the budget
oy an additional $775 million.

The official said part of the fund-
ing for the moon-Mars initiative
would come from reallocation of
money already in the budget of the
National Aeronaytics and Space
Administration.

In a speech planned for Wednes-
day, Bush will talk of establishing a
moon base that would be used as
stepping stone to deeper space explo-
ration, to Mars and perhaps beyond.

Part of the funding for the am-
bitious projects would come from
phasing out of the space shuttle and
quickly concluding the U.S. obliga-
tions to the International Space
Station. The shuttle now costs
NASA about $4 billion a year and
the station about $1 billion.

Bush's plan, the official said,
calls for sending exploring robots to
the moon by 2008, landing humans
there by 2020 and then launching a
Mars expedition after 2030.
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Protest

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

publicized murder of Matthew
Shepard, a 22-year-old gay Wyo-
ming college student.

Also targeted by the organiza-
tion was Lubbock High School,
which has recently been the center
of national attention because of the
proposed formation of the Gay/
Straight Alliance, a student orga-
nization that strives to promote
equality among gay and straight
Lubbock High students.

On Monday, nearly 200 counter-
demonstrators picketed and carried
signs alongside the protestors out-
side Lubbock High School and the
LISD offices to protest the group’s
presence.

Ty Shirley was one of the

Butler

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

— We have a person who has de-
voted himself to coming up with
treatments for these pathogenic bac-
teria; who cooperated fully with the
FBI for this investigation, (and) is
now facing prison time because he

counter-demonstrators in atten-
dance

“This isn't an issue about homo-
sexuality or anything like that,” he
said. “We're here to abolish the ha-
tred. All !hcy have done is show
why an organization !ike the GSA
is necessary.”

While police officials stopped
short of discussing details involving
their contingency plan, nearly a
dozen police cars representing the
Lubbock police, Lubbock County
Sheriff’s Department and Depart-
ment of Public Safety were in the
imrnediate area of the protests, and
several ofticers created perimeters
around the demonstrators at each
protest site.

A van carrying WBC members
to each protest site was escorted by
several Lubbock police cars.

LISD Police chief Thomas

supposedly violated university rules.”

Reid said although eact. faculty
member is given a handbook outlin-
ing rules, regulations and procedures,
some regulations, such as those con-
cerning supplemental income, are
not clearly defined

“What I think would be nice is if
they showed us what rules he brok

Nichols S;lld the WBC h.ad re-
mained orderly throughout their
protests and abided city laws.

“They've been willing to walk
and demonstrate separate from each
other so we can avoid the chance
of someone responding to inflam-
matory rhetoric,” he said. “The vis-
iting group particularly has cer-
tainly done this many times and
they know the rules and laws. They
might press the envelope a little bit
but they stay on the legal side of ev
erything.”

Jared Horsford was present for a
demonstration outside First Baptist
Church on Sunday, in which the
WBC protested methods used by
mainstream religions.

“I pity the people that are here
protesting because they don't know
the truth but they've convinced
themselves that they do,” he said.

and where they're written,” he said.
“It would be informative to the fac-
ulty. I don't want to go to prison for
breaking the rules.”

Butler is still on Tech’s payroll,
receiving $130,467 each vyear, al-
though he is not allowed on cam-
pus. Butler’s sentencing is set for late
January or early February.

Wite of top Enron exec in plea negotiations

HOUSTON (AP) — The public
discussion of efforts to negotiate a
package deal of plea agreements for
former Enron Corp. finance chief
Andrew Fastow and his wife, Lea,
could force the hands of their attor-
neys and prosecutors to get it done or
face seriously damaged rights to fair
trials, a professor said.

“I can't believe they won't resolve
it,” said Edward ]. Bronson, a politi-
cal science professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Chico, and an ex-
perton moving trials from the crime’s
place of origin. “Now you have what
amounts to a confession in the pub-
lic domain. It clearly affects the fair
trial rights of either of them if they
were to go to trial.”

Lea Fastow's lawyers on Sunday
continued efforts to negotiate a plea
deal for her that would allow a sepa-
rate deal for her husband to go
through, possibly leading to more
prosecutions of top executives more

than two years after the bankrupt
energy giant’s collapse.
Mike

DeGeurin, Lea Fastow's lead lawyer,

“They are ongoing,”

said Sunday about plea negotiations.

DeGeurin declined to elaborate.
Leslie Caldwell, head of the Justice
Department’s Enron Task Force, and
Justice Department spokesman Bryan
Sierra didn't return calls for comment.

Andrew Fastow is charged with 98
counts of fraud, money laundering,
conspiracy, insider trading and oth-
ers for allegedly running a web of part-
nerships and schemes designed to
enrich himself as well as inflate
Enron’s profits and hide company
debt. His wife is charged with six
counts of conspiracy and filing false
tax forms for allegedly taking part in
laundering money skimmed from the
deals and failing to report the income
to the government.

A proposed package plea deal for
the Fastows hit a roadblock last week

when the judge presiding over her
case balked at being required up front
to impose a five-month sentence. In-
stead, U.S. District Judge David
Hittner said he would accept a plea,
but a plea agreement would have to
give him discretion to impose what-
ever sentence he deemed appropri-
ate after federal probation authorities
conduct a pre-sentencing investiga-
tion.
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Murder

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ence and decided to become a
teacher to help other youth.
While deciding on a career
between being a philosopher
and becoming a high school En-
glish teacher, one of her profes-
sors described Deloa as a stu-
dent who was willing to take di-
rection and listen well and then
apply it in her work
“She was somewhat quiet in
class, but when she contributed
in group discussions she showed
asophisticated, talented level of
analysis,” Marjean Purinton, a
professor of English and associ-

ate chairwoman of the department,
said.

Through the time DelLoa and
Purinton spent together during the
semester, Purinton said she be-
lieved DelLoa valued her educa-
tion. In class once, DelLoa had
written she enjoyed literature that
refined and challenged her own
beliefs.

Deloa’s father, Rafael Deloa,
said she had been on the honor roll
many times during her earlier edu-
cation and had graduated eighth in
her class at South Garland High
School. He said his daughter’s goals
for academics made her serious
about studying.

“The one thing she had in her
mind was to reach her goals,” he

said. “She was good at whatever
she wanted to masrer.”

Despite being very serious with
her studying, Rafael DeLoa said his
daughter was always smiling and
she could make a lot of friends eas
ily. Diaz described her sister as be-
ing more laid-back around rhe fam-
ily.

Her family-oriented mentality
made her great with the children
around the house when she would
take them out.

Both Diaz and Rafael DelLoa ex-
plained they were proud of who
Mayra DelLoa was and what she
wanted to become of herself.

In honor of her memory, the
flags at Memorial Circle will be

lowered on Jan. 26.
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Presidential plcks, predictions for 2004

The presidential election year of 2004 is
upon us. Here are my sure-to-be controver-
stal predictions for how it’s all going to shake
out.

President Bush, of course, will run for re-
election. With an improving economy, the
capture of Saddam “Mother-of-All-Cow-
ards” Hussein and the power of incumbency,
Bush will be hard to beat.

As | see it, the Democratic candidates
fall into three groups: the Serious, the Also-
Rans and the Silly.

The Silly candidates are Al Sharpton, a
“minister” from New York, Carol Moseley
Braun, a former senator from Illinois and
Dennis Kucinich, a former mayor of Cleve-
land. These people don’t have a chance and
are wasting their time and lots of other
people’s money, not to mention diluting the
Democrats’ focus.

They know this, so why do they stay? So
that from now on, they will be referred to as
“former presidential candidate” so-and-so.
Well, big fat hairy deal. After a few prima-
ries where they get .0001 percent of the vote
(combined), they will drop out.

The Also-Rans are Joe Lieberman,
John Edwards and Wesley Clark.
Lieberman is a senator from Connecticut
and a former vice-
presidential candi-
date. Edwards, a*
former trial lawyer, is
a senator from North
Carolina. Clark is a
retired army general
and former com-
mander of NATO
forces in Europe.

These candidates |
also are wasting their
time, though they
don’t seem to know it.

Lieberman is the
most qualified of this group, the most sen-
sible and one of the most decent politicians
in this country. Unfortunately, being presi-
‘dent is more about style than substance, so
the charisma-challenged Lieberman has
little chance, which is too bad — we need
more like him.

Edwards is running for president because
lots of people have told him how pretty he
is, and he believes them. But he has noth-
ing to say except that he will fight for the
little man, which most little people have a
hard time believing of a multi-millionaire
lawyer. Before long, he's toast.

Clark is only in the race because the
Clintons want him to be. They're terrified that
Howard Dean might actually beat Bush and
ruin Hillary’s plans to run for president in 2008.

Clark will stay for a while as the
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Clintons funnel lots of money his way, but
he can’t capitalize on his background be-
cause of serious questions about his mili-
tary performance. Without that card to
play, he can’t win. However, he doesn't re-
ally care because he’s willing to wait until
2008, when he plans to take his promised
place in Hillary’s cabinet.

Now we come to the Serious candi-
dates — Howard Dean, Dick Gephardt
and John “F” Kerry. Dean, a medical doc-
tor (internal medicine) and former gov-
ernor of Vermont, leads most potls at e
moment. Gephardt is a long-time con-
gressman and perennial presidential can-
didate from Missouri. Kerry is a senator
from Massachusetts.

Dean is the front-runner at the moment,
but he’s also George McGover, Part Deux.
All this anti-war, anti-establishment stuff didn’t
work for McGovemn in 1972, when there re-
ally was an unjust war

going on, and it won't
work now, either.

He's leading the
. polls, but most polls are
about as meaningful
and accurate as a Ouija
board. Dean may hang
on longer than | think
he will, but the Demo-
crats will only nomi-
nate him if they really,
really, really want to get
stomped in November.

Kerry has every-
thing a Serious presidential candidate ought
to have — looks, money (mostly his wife's),
Vietnam war experience, a name (John E)
that Democrats love — except for one thing:
a message.

His greatest achievement so far has been
his spectacular inability to articulate any
coherent idea of how he would be an im-
provement over Bush — or anyone else, in-
cluding my grandmother, who's been dead
for 15 years. He'll hang in there for a while,
but only a little while.

The Democrats’ best hope is Gephardt,
one of the few left-winged (along with
Lieberman) who had the sense (or political
savvy) to support the Iraq war. This will help
him immensely as things improve in Iraq,
which they will, and he will pick up mo-
mentum as the primary season plays out.

Gephardt will win the
Democratic nomination
and will oppose Bush in

the November general

election. He'll run a good |

race and get lots of votes,
but he’ll lose.

Short of some major
political cataclysm, despite
Bush’s shortcomings,
which are many, there is
no way any Democratic

candidate can beat Bush
m 2004.

Gephardt has some good ideas — like
getting us off our dependence on Arab
oil — and has charisma to burn. He is an |
excellent speaker, he can articulate his
positions well, and he has good teeth and
great hair.

Gephardt will win the Democratic |
nomination and will oppose Bush in the |
November general election. He'll run a
good race and get lots of votes, but he'll
lose. Short of some major political cata-
clysm, despite Bush's shortcomings, which
are many, there is no way any Democratic
candidate can beat Bush in 2004. ]

There is also a fourth group — the
No-Shows. They include Al Gore,
former vice president, and Hillary
Clinton, former first lady and current
senator from New York.

Gore won't run because his party won't
let him lose again (as he would). He en-
dorsed Dean partly because he can't stand
being out of the spotlight but mostly to
shaft the Clintons.

Hillary won’t run because she doesn’t
want to risk losing. Her motto is “Wait
until '08.”

That'’s how I see it. If you'd like to dis-
cuss this with me, I'll be glad to hear from
you. You'll find me open-minded and ap-
proachable. Come November, | promise
not to say “I told you so.”

M Hadley is a doctoral student study- |
ing technical writing. E-mall him your |
comments at tim.hadley@ttu.edu. !

' Agree or disagree with Hadley’s 2004 presidential election predictions?
E-mail a letter to the editor to UD@ttu.edu and tell us your opinion.
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Let's talk abo
ex, Texas T

Lubbock has played host to several visi- tors
this week — the flock of Pastor Fred Phelps
of Westboro Baptist Church from Kansas.
These people came to protest several Lub-
bock places, including the Buddy Holly
Center, Lubbock High School and Texas
Tech, for being “gay friendly.”

This brought to my mind the never-end-
ing argument about homosexuality and its
place in American society. There are so many
angles to look at it from, depending on
whether you’re religious, an atheist, agnos-
tic, liberal, conservative, from a big city or a
small town. It also brings to mind the rather
confusing place sex itself has in our society.

But we've heard all of these arguments,
so I want to look at it from a crazy talk show
host’s point of view — Bill O'Reilly of “The
O'Reilly Factor.”

I do not like this man and what he does
to journalism. But I'm reading his first book
to find out what the enemy is saying so I can
| fight it. And in his book, | came across some
| excellent wisdom.

He wrote: “It’s time that we all lighten up
about sex, accept the reality of the situation
and keep our sexual activities where they

| belong: in the privacy of the bedroom.”

Ladies and gentlemen, I think we have a
winner. Let’s stop dragging sex into the spot-
light! I think homosexuality is wrong. But
frankly, [ don't want to see two heterosexual
pcoplc groping each other any more than |

want to see two homosexual people doing the
same. No matter who is involved, the place
for sex is not the public arena. It is a private

| issue and should be dealt with privately.

Of course, there's no way to remove sex
from the public eye. The entertainment me-

| dia has found a way to entertain, advertising

found a way to sell and celebrities have found
away to get attention. There’s no way to erase
dlesc facts. But we can stop dragging people’s
sex lives, acts and faux pas through the mud.

Asa society, we could also stand to lighten
up about sex. Granted, it's a serious subject

{-and should be dealt with in a serious man-
| ner. I don't think people should have sex
| before marriage, and I think it's something

God ordained for married people as a way to
deepen their relationship.
However, I don’t think God has ordained

| me to call everyone to their knees and sen-
| tence them to hell for disagreeing with me.

Also, sex is not taboo. Talk about it! Too
often, especially in religious families, sex is

| never mentioned. It’s forbidden to talk about,

think about and obviously engage in. Then
all of a sudden someone gets married and sex
is OK. That’s a huge, scary jump to make,
and it can be difficult. Sex is natural. It's part

| of life; it’s part of the human race. Ignoring

sex is the reason you don't know any people
of the Shaker religion. Shakers don't believe
in sex. How else are you going to pass the
religion on?

Let’s go closer to home and talk about the
Lubbock Independent School District and its
stance on sex education. Officials have said
that teaching teenagers about birth control
and condoms is advocating teenage sex, so
only abstinence is taught. The teenage birth
rate in Lubbock County is the highest in the
state. I don’t know how closely these two facts
are correlated, but many people are fighting
to get the policy changed, while others are

Members of the Westboro, Kan., Baptist
Church were in town since Saturday protest-
ing what they called “gay-friendly” entities

| around Lubbock. Targets of this protest in-

cluded the Buddy Holly Center, Texas Tech
and Lubbock High School.

The largest demonstration took place at
Lubbock High on Monday moming. Protest-
ors, who were there because of student at-
tempts to form a Gay/Straight Al-
liance, carried signs saying,
“AlDS cures fags,” and “Matt
(Shepard) is in hell,” fol-
lowed by their slogan, “God ¥
hates fags.” The protest at =
the museum occurred be-
cause a pair of Elton John’s
glasses are part of a display.

In addition to the pro-
testors, many Lubbock residents and
Texas Tech students showed up and took
part in a counter protest, carrying signs as-
serting that God does not hate anyone, and
hate is of the devil.

While the editorial board of The Univer-

LETTERS: The UD welcomes letters from readers. Letters must be no longer than 200 words and must include the author's name, signature, phone number and
a description of university affiliation. Letters selected for publication have the right to be edited. Anonymous letters will not be accepted for publication. All
letters are subject to verification. Letters can be e-mailed to ud@ttu.edu or brought to 211 Student Media.

GUEST COLUMNS: The LD accepts submissions of unsolicited guest columns. While we cannot acknowledge receipt of all columns, the authors of those selected
for publication will be notified. Guest columns should be no longer than 600 words in length and on a topic of relevance to the university community.
UNSIGNED EDITORIALS appearing on this page represent the opinion of The University Daily. All other columns, letters and artwork represent the opinions of their
authors and are not necessarily representative of the editorial board, Texas Tech University, its employees, its sndent body or the Texas Tech University Board of
Regents. The UD is mdependenr of the School of Mass Communications. Responsibility for the editorial content of the newspaper lies with the student editors.

sity Daily commends all of the protestors for
exercising the right to free speech granted
Americans in the First Amendment, we do
not agree with the Westboro protestors’ mes-
sage. The issue at stake is not that of homo-
sexuality, but instead the offensive and hurt-
ful method used.

The students at Lubbock High did not

Heidi
Toth

Put sex back in the
bedroom, and leave it
there. Life is not an episode
of “Friends.” Sex has
consequences, most of
which are very serious and
not pleasant. Don't judge
or harass people about their
choices about sex. It’s their
business, not yours, no

matter how wrong you
think they are.

fighting to keep the status quo.

I’m torn. Part of me agrees with the offi-
cials that if we teach teens to use condoms,
we're sort of endorsing irresponsible sex be-
cause the consequences are lessened. But you
know what? A lot of those teens are going
to have sex anyway. I don’t know that any-
thing we do or say can stop that. So maybe
we should teach them to be responsible
about sex. Or, maybe if we're forthright about
sex, they won't feel the need to run out and
participate in it.

The one thing we can do, as parents,
children, friends, neighbors and siblings, is
to act like the adults we are, Put sex back in
the l\cdri:»m. and leave it i!ié’r'e'.’r,{fii“ii not
an episode of “Friends.” Sex has conse-
quences, most of which are very serious and

‘ Y

not pleasant. Don’t judge or harass people
for their choices about sex. It’s their busi-
ness, not yours, no matter how wrong you
think they are.

Be informed about sex and the things
that come with it. Tell your children the
truth when they ask questions. In the right
hands sex can be a beautiful act of love and
bonding between two people who truly care
for each other. In the wrong hands it can
lead to destruction.

I'll close with a few more words from Mr.
O'Reilly, who may have a few screws loose
but isn’t too off base about some things:
“(Bob) Packwood and Hillary Clinton have
one thing in common. They are both dupes
about sex. Don't you be. Respect it and teach
your children about it. Control it; don’t let
it control you. Have fun and be safe. And
never, never take suggestive photos to Kmart
for development.”

M Toth is a graduate student from
Roswell, N.M., studying business and
the news editor of The UD. E-mail her
your at news@unlversltydally.mt.

Church protest 0ffensivé, ineffective

need their education disrupted with this kind
of disturbance. We feel it was disrespectful
to both students and teachers, and we be-
lieve that a school is not a place to be pro-
testing about homosexuality. The students
should be left alone.
We congratulate Catherine Prose, the di-
rector of the Buddy Holly Mu-
seum, for doing nothing about
the protest. Elton John is in-
ternationally known for his
musical works, not for being
homosexual, and we believe
the museum is correct in
leaving the displays as it is,
honoring many musical leg-
ends.
Additionally, we ques-
tion the church’s reasons
for selecting homos« xuality as its sin
of the week. Why do the church
members not protest businesses endorsing ex-
tramarital sex, also a sin according to the
Bible? And why have they come to Lubbock
to protest? It seems that the place a church
from Kansas that wants to protest something
belongs in Kansas, not Texas. We question

their motives in coming here and what they
are doing.

Finally, we commend the participants for
their peaceful involvement and encourage
people to continue standing up for what they
believe in, but to do so in a positive way.
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their concerns.

“The bottom line is regardless of
how good a reason a council mem-
ber may think their reason is for not
supporting Tommy for city manager,”
he said. “There is not anything short
of hiring Tommy that would make
some of those folks happy.”

Despite -the controversy,
McDougal said he would provide an-
swers to all citizens.

“I wanted to make sure we didn't
avoid the questions,” he said. “I
wanted to make sure this wasn't a
race issue.” ;

Another issue influenced the de-
cision by the council far more than
race. An age and sex discrimination
complaint filed through the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission by a former employee
of the city of Lubbock, Sharlett
Chowning.

Gonzalez laid off Chowning dur-
ing a reduction in force last spring.
In a letter to the Lubbock Director
of Human Resources, Scott Snider,
Chowning claims she was told her
job was no longer essential. She was
then replaced by younger male who
received a similar salary, according
to the letter.

The issue has yet to be resolved,
but it is not surprising to McDougal.

“When you have layoffs like we
did last April and May, you are go-
ing to have some work force issues
and you're going to have some com-
plaints,” McDougal said. “It wasn't
like we picked -like we want you, and
you and you. Everybody had the

3 Bedroom
1 Bath
$72,500
EXCELLENT CONDITION,
UPDATED THRU-OUT!
Call Deana Overly

793-8111 ext. 236

same opportunities.”

The EEOC complaint against
the city of Lubbock played a role in
the decision of some Council mem
bers to not hire Gonzalez, but
McDougal said it was not the only
reason.

“Tom Martin said Tommy is too
inexperienced,” McDougal said
“There were four or five other rea-
sons.”

Despite the controversy sur-
rounding layoffs last year, McDougal
said Gonzalez did not fail in his ef-
forts as interim city manager

“l think Tommy did an outstand-
ing job,” he said. “The city of Lub-
bock has lost an outstanding man in
Tommy."”

The

$200,000 severance package for

Council approved a
Gonzalez on Thursday.

The city manager selection pro-
cess will not be reopened, but instead
the council will identify people
around the state and recruit them
personally.

McDougal said if he decided to
go te San Antonio to recruit some
one, he might take one or two mem
bers of the Council with him and
later send the other members to visit

with the candidate.

Quincy White became acting
city manager after Gonzalez quit. It
IS a !H](‘ \Vlllu \:1\1 }lc was accus-
tomed to performing

“It is no different than at any
point where the City manager was
out on vacation,” he said

As assistant city manager, White
frequently filled the position of act-
ing city manager when Gonzalez was
out of town

“It is not a role | haven't been in
}‘("'k )l'(‘.“ \X'hnc \.il\i,

White has seven and a half years
experience working for the city of
Lubbock, but he said he did not and
does not plan to apply for the city
manager position.

“My role is not to make changes
but to keep the city operating,” he
said. “The mew city manager will
make the long term decisions.”

The terms of Council members
Frank Morrison, Jim Gilbreath and
I'] Patterson are up for re-election
in May along with the mayoral seat.

McDougal said he will run for
mavyor again and does think the ac-
tivities of the past month will not
have much influence on the race.

“People may agree or disagree
with our decisions,” he said.” But

they know what's going on.”

Death

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

extremely outgoing person who
was a good friend to any people.

“If you looked up extrovert in
the dictionary, you would see a pic-
ture of her,” he said.

When it came to activities,
Steve Sessom said Mitzi Sessom
rarely found something she didn't
like to do. If she was not helping
her father with livestock, then she
could be found with water skis on
her feet or a softball in her hands.

Her father also described her as
a driven and academic person.
Upon completion of high school,
Sessom had graduated with more
than 20 hours of college credit. Her
goal was to graduate from college
in two and a half years.

After her college career, her fa-
ther said she wanted to attend law
school or try to make it in Nash-
ville. Russ Murphy, university mii:-
ister for the Indiana Avenue Bap-
tist Church, said she made several
trips to Nashville to get people in
music to listen to her demos.

Once, Mitzi Sessom had used
her own money to go to a record-
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ing studio to make her own album.
At her funeral, Steve Sessom said
they played the song from that album
in honor of his daughter.

Mitzi Sessom was raised in a home
where singing was all around her.
Steve Sessom said growing up around
singing started her love for it.

In her free time, Mitzi Sessom: in-
volved herself with a praise and wor-
ship team at the Indiana Avenue Bap-
tist Church of Lubbock. Steve Sessom
said the work his daughter did for the
church involved singing and being in
front of a crowd, but the crowd never
intimidated her.

“She had an entertainer’s heart.
She loved to sing and help people
have a good time,” he said.

As a part of the praise team,

Murphy said Mitzi Sessom and other
students would lead the music for
Sunday gatherings. Sessom also spent
time as a lead singer in a jam band
with the churcl) that had been plan-
ning a summer trip to London and
Germany to perform.

When Sessom was not singing,
Murphy said she was a person one
would enjoy being around because
she was always willing to help out.

“She was a great, great person that
we already miss,” Murphy said.

In memory of Mitzi Sessom, the
flags at Memorial Circle will be low-
ered on Jan. 26. Although her mother
did not wish to speak about her
daughter, she did write, “Most of all,
she loved God, her family, and her
friends.”

Perfect woman, perfect ring. . .

perfect time to ask her.
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Board of Regents vote in favor of pay

raise for Tech, HSC faculty and staft

By Michael Castellon/

Fires destroy
local pizzerias

merit-raise hike will generate about $275,000, position with Texas Parks and Wild-

By Sally Gunter/
The University Daily

Texas Tech students craving pizza
from Double Dave’s Pizzaworks will
have to wait 60 to 90 days.

After a fire Dec. 27 destroyed the
Double Dave’s restaurant at 4th Street
ind Slide Road, owner and manager
Scott Mosier closed the pizza parlor
doors until smoke and fire damage are
repaired.

A second fire occurred early Thurs-
day morning at the Broadway location
of Double Dave’s. It is also closed for
rebuilding.

Mosier said the 4th Street and
Slide Road location sustained more
fire and smoke damage than the other
pizza parlor.

“Smoke damage at both stores
pretty much ruined everything,” he
said.

An insurance investigator for the

ownership conducted an investigation

at the 4th Street store. He concluded
the fire began in a trash can in the
back of the restaurant that was prob-
ably caused by a cigarette, Mosier said.

Lubbock Fire Marshall Bob Bailey
is conducting a criminal investigation
into the cause of both fires.

He said it is an ongoing investiga-
tion.

Until the investigation is com-
plete, Bailey said he is unable to com-
ment on any leads or connections be-
tween the two fires.

It will be at least two months be-
fore either store can reopen, but
Mosier said business will not suffer.

“We have some insurance that
covers for a loss of income,” he said.
“Once we get back open we will do
fine.”

Despite what the insurance com-
pany called a total loss, Mosier encour-
ages customers to keep faith

“We absolutely will reopen,” he
said. “It is just a question of when.”

The University Daily Tech Provost Bill Marcy said the

merit-pay increases will primarily

serve to help the university’s image

The Texas Tech Board of Re

gents last month agreed to allow among i'”“'“l“l employees.

for a tuition hike in an effort to “This is the first merit increase

finance a pay increase for we've had in two years,” he

the university's faculty said. “Hopefully this will

and staff. allow us to attract

The $10 per o new faculty.”
credit hour tu- / At the
ition increase university's main
will  provide ® ® campus, about

$900,000, or 25

about $3.75 mil-
lion, which will in

percent of the rev-
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first university-wide the tuition hike, will

merit-based pay increase. be used for financial aid

staff at the

Faculty and purposes.

university’s academic campus can I'he remaining balance will be
expect an average 3 percent sal- used tofinance the pay increase, new
ary -increase, based upon merit, faculty positions and laboratory
equipment

Funds from the HSC’s tuition

while Health Sciences Center

>mployees will average a 2 percent

Connecticut legislators ca

DAVID JOHSON

THE DOUBLE DAVE'S at 4th Street and Slide Road was destroyed

Dec. 27 in a fire.

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) —
Six more Republican state senators
called Monday for Gov. John G.
Rowland to resign, as did U.S. Rep
Christopher Shays, and a new poll
indicated the governor's public sup-
port continues to erode.

In a news conference at the state
Capitol complex, Shays said he had
been prepared to forgive his fellow
Republican for lying about accept
ing gifts from employees and a state
contractor.

“But I am not prepared to stand
by a governor, even a friend, who

has done wrong, lied about it and

/The University Daily

then refused to account for his ac-
tions,” said Shays, who is serving his
ninth term in Congress. He had called
on Rowland to offer a fuller explana-
tion of his actions.

Ihe University of Connecticut
poll found 63 percent of state residents
think Rowland should resign. A simi-
lar poll taken last week put the num-
ber at 58 percent

The new poll finds 56 percent of
residents support impeachment, com-
pared with 50 percent last week.

“Public opinion about Rowland
continues to spiral downward,” said

UConn poll director Ken Dautrich.

of which $45,000 will be earmarked

for financial aid

purposes.
Also at

month’s meeting,

last

the university’s
WO new regents,
|. Frank Miller 111
of Dallas and
Rick Francis of El

Paso, were sworn

and
Francis will re-
place former Re-
gents John W.
Jones and ]. Rob-
ert Brown, re-
spectively. Jones'
term expired last
year, while Brown
resigned last year halfway through

his second appointment to accept a

This is the first
merit increase
we’ve had in two
years. Hopefully
R this will allow us to
attract new

faculty.

— WILLIAM MARCY
Texas Tech Provost

life Commission.

Miller s
chairman of the
board and CEO
of JP1, an apart-
ment develop-
ment company.
Miller earned a
business admin-
istration degree
from Tech in
1974.

Francis is
chairman and
CEO of Francis
Properties,
Francis Hold-
ings, and Prime
Funding, all
firms that man-

age invest-

ments. He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from Tech in 1978.

| for governor’s resignation

The six Republican senators who
came out in tavor of resignation |« »l[u'\i
five other Republican senators who
did so last week. There are 15 Rg‘[‘“nf"
licans and 21 Democrats in the Sen-
ate.

“Mindful of the potential that we
may have the obligation to act as ju-
rors in an impeachment trial and
knowing that this decision belongs to
Governor Rowland alone, we believe
that the interests of the state of Con-
necticut would be best served were the
governor to resign,” the six said in a
statement Monday.

They are Judith Freedman, George

MYSTIC STARS

By Lasha Seniuk

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS WEEK ... Long-term
relationships will enter a brief but intense period cf family
cussion, social decision and short-term promises
unications between loved ones will be scattered and
table, watch for quickly reversed so

nor outbursts

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). Sensuality is a powerful theme
in key relationships. Expect romantic partners to offer
elightful flitations and sultry invitations. A

emotions and tender sentiments to rise to the surface. At
present, creativity and renewed intimacy are strongly favore

N deeper

Q

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). Intuitions and sudden social
realizations will prove accurate. Pay special attention to the
comments of a friend or lover. Important business proposals
employment announcements will trigger compiex career
decisions. Frovide encouragement and constructive ideas

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). Last-minute invitations may
cause confusion. Expect friends and relatives to quickly
change their plans and offer unusual social explanations
Maintain a cheerful attitude. Complex emotional demands and
rareé romantic opportunities may be at issue
Aries (March 21-April 20). Friends and relatives may
hallenge family ideals, social announcements or group
celebrations. Expect last-minute cancellations or delayed
home agreements. Moodiness and introspection will be
temporary. Remain patient and watch for subtle permissions
from loved ones

Taurus (April 21-May 20). Sudden intuitions or romantic
insights are compelling. Carefully study the recent comments
of friends and lovers. The social behavior of a friend or
ongoing motives of a lover may need to be discussed. Set firm
boundaries before taking action

Catby s Clippens WU
Salon & Spa

745.9256

Design Style Results

Hilits
Mineral Make-Up
Massage Pedicures FACIALS

10401

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Strained family relationships w

mprove. Watch for previously distant relatives to ask for
greater involvement in your social life and daily activities. Some
Geminis will experience this wave of optimism as renewed faitt

,
®
D

oved ones

@
o
7

Cancer (June 22-July 22) An older
nake an ur diculous error. Missed

mante and fast fina
ents and ias

axKe a inusually r

Q

Romantic partners and
promises or private family information

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Social planning will be difficult. Exp
provide misinformation, vague promises
naccurate dates. By late January, however, loved O
heavily your group awareness and attention t
focused and ask trusted friends for definitive socia

nents

friends tc
s€ trends 1o

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Long-term relationships ma

experience a brief but intense moment of ¢

V 28, sudden decisior |
re re delicate dipl e and a
1dded time. Caretul co gre

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Unique business partners A

be proposed. Areas affected are shared fundir
investments or property management Some Librans ma
develop a secondary career interest. If s
and steady gains over the next three month

expect mpiex

decisions

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22). Financial promises may be briefly
delayed by home repairs or late payments. Check facts and
obligations thoroughly for hidden costs. Watch also for a long
term friend to offer controversial social or romantic advice

Remain quietly detached and watch for subtle group changes

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). Home discussions may revea
vital emotional information. Restless loved ones may outline
revised family goals, financial strategies and long-term
expectations. Recent career disappointments or home loyalties
may be underlying influences
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.18 still pre-leasing 2.3, & 4 bedroom
apartments for Fall 2004 semester!l!

**Brand New Movie Theatre & DVD Library**
** Located on the Red Raider Express route™*
**Fitness and Tanning Center™*
**Fully furnished™*

**Individual leasing™*

Call now for details at 806-762-5500
or stop by for a visit at
3120 4th St
Lubbock, TX 79415

HURRYT availability is limited!

[here’s no such thing as perfect roommates. ..

but there IS the PERFECT
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unique student apartments

APARTMENT.

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS! i
Individuol Leases
Extended Basic Cable
Fully-Furnished Apartments
On Texas Tech University Shutile Route
Billiards/Game Room ‘
Full-Size Washer/Dryer in

“Doc” Gunther, Thomas Herlihy,
John McKinney, Andrew Roraback
and Win Smith Jr.

If impeached in the House,
Rowland would stand trial in the 36-
member Senate. A two-thirds major-
ity would be required to remove him
from office.

Rowland, a third-term Republican,
has admitted accepting gifts from sev-
eral politically appointed state em-
ployees, including a former aide,
Lawrence Alibozek, who has pleaded
guilty to federal charges that he took
bribes to steer state contracts. He also
accepted work for his cottage from the
Tomasso Group, a New Britain con-
tractor at the center of a federal in-
vestigation into corruption in
Rowland's administration.

Federal agents say Rowland is now
a subject of their probe.

Earlier, all 15 Republican senators
had backed a proposal by House Re-
publicans that would convene a bipar-
tisan committee to investigate the
scandal. Such a committee would be
1 step shy of starting the impeachment
process, as some Democrats want. The
final decision on which option to take
isup to the speaker of the House, Rep.
Moira Lyons, a Democrat.

“The governor, like any private
citizen accused of wrongdoing, is en-
titled to due process and a thorough
investigation of the facts,” Senate
Republican Leader Louis C. DeLuca
said Sunday.

State Senate Democrats as a group
have already called on the governor
to resign and said they would support
beginning impeachment proceedings.
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Bells in Administration building silenced for repairs

“Ten to 15

have we use the bell tower for,” he

strument that ven to Tech in  mencement in December of the traditions we

Telecomm company
opening in Hub City | === =i

was g

R\v\\ [..IL\. a 1unior }‘l\‘w}u‘\\

ft to Tech  major from Midland, is president of  said. “This has affected one of the
Although attending class this hat’s very, very valuable can’t b the Saddle Tramps, a Tech organiza most sacred traditions.”
semester will be as traditional as it maintained.” she said. “It's kind of tion that is known for utilizing the Lacy said a couple of students have
By Sally Gunter/ Technology Opportunity Institute. The always has been, celebratingawin ~ held together by bell tower in asked why the bells have not been

The University Daily organization is privately funded by for Texas Tech after a big game may  chewir im and many of its tra-  ringing lately
ChaseCom and SBC Communications not be wires.’ ditions [he Saddle Tramps support the
[he closing of West Communica-  Inc, and operated by volunteers. The east and west towers of the Kennedy said I{ ‘S a \}1([771(’ [hd[ [ h e administration’s decision 100 percent
tions in December left hundreds of Lub The Technology Opportunity Insti- Administration building are in  there are no funds vii f Saddle Tramps  because it’s not safe for students right
bock residents without jobs, but anan-  tute offers technology-training classes need of attention, which they are  to keep up mainte a (L:lff o R’Ch inderstand the  now,” he said. “Some things happen
nouncement Monday may providenew  to youth and their parents in a variety receiving However, to properly  nance on the caril 4 situation,” he  when you have an old building like
opportunities. of languages, Smith said. tend to the towers’ conditions, lon, and volunteers [h(l[ S very, very said. “The walls  that.”

CEO of Market Lubbock Inc. Gary “They are not only an effective lech maintenance removed the  who give their time i y y re structurally Saddle Tramp. Joshua Baca, a
| Lawrence announced the establish source of labor,” he said, “but they can “victory bells” and the carillon  to repair it are not 1'(11““1714‘ cant b(—) nstable sophomore political science major
| ment of a new cornpany that will pro-  utilize the skills learned in the class from the towers. enough ' . deemed unliv from Las Vegas, N.M., said one of the
| vide 600 jobs to the community. room.” Mike Hurlow, mechanical su- “We weren't nl(unt(l”l(,)d. able for any per oals of his organization was to have

ChaseCom is a Houston-based cus Smith said the nonprofit organiza perintendent for building mainte ible to play the car son.” the carillon restored. He said he con

tomer contact and relationship man-  tion should be established in Lubbock nance and construction, said the  illon at the Carol of CAROLYN KENNEDY Lacy said siders the bells to be one of Tech’s
agement firm, said CEO Morgan  within six months. bells have been removed to pro Lights in Decem Executive Administrative this is the first  greatest traditions.
Smith ChaseCom is interested in the tect them while repairs are being  ber,” she said. “(Re Associate to the Provost time sir 36 “Every time Tech wins, we get to
“Lubbock stands out above other  Texas Tech community as a venue for made pairs must ) be done the Saddle  ring the victory bells,” he said. “We
lier 1 markets in that is has a consis-  prospective employees, Smith said “We'd discovered some deterio-  but it’s just a [ramps have know the tradition isn’t going away;
tent rate of economic growth and vast “We have all full time positions the ration in the structure, and a shame.” been asked to stay out of the tower they're not doing it on purpose, but
pool of skilled labor,” he said community can provide as well as a va- project was developed to re-do Kennedy said the bells are usually ~ He said shortly after the Oklahon s kind of a bother to us.”
Kenny McKay, director of business  riety of part time positions available for some structural elements in the playved at graduation, but this year football game, the S2ddle Tramps For more information about the
retention for Market Lubbock, said  students and single moms and dads,” bell towers,” he said. students did not have the pleasure of  were informed that the towers will be lech carillon, go to
ChaseCom isexpected tobring$9 mil-  Smith said. Hurlow said the bells were re-  hearing them during their com out of commission for about 200 days.  www.sounddoc.com/carillon.html.

lion to $10 million in salaries annually

The company will be based in the
former West Communications callcen
ter, Smith said

Previous managers for West Com-
munications will continue to serve in
management positions at ChaseCom,
and 25 to 30 management positions will
be added, McKay said.

After employees of Market Lubbock
realized Lubbock was one of four final
ists for ChaseCom, they increased work
efforts to compose an attractive incen
tive package, McKay said.

“In a short amount of time we were
ible to put this together,” he said. “It is
exciting because we are not just replac
ing jobs but upgrading jobs.”

Founded in 1999, ChaseCom pro.
vides clients such as SBC Communi
cations Inc, with cost effective solutions
for changing customer demands.

This includes customer relationship
management, technology support, ac-
count management and business-to-
business sales and service, Smith said.

Lubbock means more than just
money to ChaseCom

“We are looking at Lubbock froma
yrofit and also a nonprofit standpoint,”
Smith said.

In 1999, ChaseCom developed a
nonprofit organization called The

|

o0 CENER

Employee training began Tuesday
and will continue for an additional six
weeks

Kevin Christian presented repre-
sentatives of ChaseCom with a procla
mation from Gov. Rick Perry congratu
lating them on successfully creating a
“solid foundation for tomorrow”
through the classes offered

Smith said students interested in a
prospective job with ChaseCom should
contact the company at (806) 785-
221% ‘or

www.chasecom.net.

visit the Web site at
While he is aware of the challenges
of staffing, Smith said he is looking for-
ward to working here
“Lubbock representsa dynamic edu-
cated workforce in which to provide up-
market jobs,” Smith said.

moved by a carillon company from
Ohio and are stored on campus

“They’re actually a very valu
able set of bells,” he said. “The bell
towers are an integral part of the
Administration building; it's a his
torical building, worthy of preser
vation.”

Hourly chimes will still be
i)k'llnl ringing frrom \"\}M'I corners
of campus, just not the Adminis
rration towers, }‘L'. ause Y}'m\'.’ .xi\&‘
had to be disconnected for repara
tion.

Carolyn Kennedy, executive
idministrative assoc 1.!!:'qu|1\'}‘!u
vost, said her interest in the Ad
ministration building bell towers

1 1
llk'\ n (}K‘ \AH”\‘H. a musical In
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SGA focusing on sportsmanship, bik

By Andrew Bell/
The University Daily

In order to stick to its motto of rais-
ing the standard, the Student Govem-
ment Association at Texas Tech will con-
tinue to listen to student concems and
make greater progress on campus.

Colton Batchelor, SGA external vice
president, said progress would continue
now that the SGA has the information
and capabilities to further help the stu-
dents of Tech.

Three areas the SGA and the Divi-
sion for Student Affairs would like to
improve upon in the next semester are
sportsmanship, bicycle lanes on campus
ind creating more gathering areas for stu-
dents, Vice President for Student Affairs
Michael Shonrock said.

In the past few years, Tech has re-
ceived a reputation for having a negative
attitude at sporting events toward visit-
ing opponents. Shonrock said he would

still like to keep enthusiasm in sporting
events, but an enthusiasm that creates a
positive image.

“We are tired of the media bashing
for our conduct,” SGA President Jeremy
Brown said.

Toc }mn;zc the mage that other uni
versities have of Tech, Brown said the
SGA has begun to set up focus groups
with various leaders and athletes to find
out what the pr blems are while finding
objectives to keep a good attitude and
fun present at future sporting events.

A master plan is being developed for
future bicycle traffic on campus,
Shonrock said. This would not only help
develop any future bike lanes but other
future projects coming to Te h in the fu-
rture.

Since a master plan is being devel
oped, Batchelor said he will be meeting
with transit auth-rities so the SGA and
Shonrock’s will be able to evaluate pro-

]\l\il\ coming in from companies inter-

Landscape architecture
readying for accreditation

Texas Tech'’s landscape architecture
graduate program began its initial ac-
creditation process and expects to re-
ceive official results in early March.

Department chairman Alon
Kvashny said an accreditation com-
mittee conducted interviews in late
November with several of the program’s
graduate students and alumni, as well
as the provost and practitioners.

“The initial report came back very
positive,” Kvashny said.

The program has never been ac-
credited.

A Texas law passed in 1999 states
students must graduate from an insti-
tution accredited by the Landscape Ar-
chitectural Accreditation Board to be
a certified landscape architect.

“Accreditation is very, very impor-
tant,” Kvashny said.

He added that because the gradu-
ate program is fairly young and the law

was only passed in 1999, there has been

TR

no real need until the present to
have the program accredited. The
undergraduate program was recently
reaccredited.

The initial accreditation process
has three possible results, Kvashny
said. The landscape architecture pro-
gram can receive full accreditation,
which will last six years; provisional
accreditation, which is good for two
years and suggests that some things
have to change fairly rapidly in or
der for the program to be re-accred-
ited; or the accreditation can be de
nied altogether, said Kvashny.

Although Kvashny believes the
iccreditation process has gone well
thus far, he is tentative about being
OO optimistic

“Until I see it in writing, I'm not
going to be positive,” he said.

Kvashny said Tech'’s landscape
architecture graduate program has
about 14 students enrolled.
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A safe place for students to bring
concerns and find solutions.

Kathryn Quilliam, Ombudsman
202 Student Union
742-4791
kathryn.quilliam@ttu.edu
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As Tex h Presi lent LJH \‘\HI\HIH‘ e
aihx\c (hrwtl;’?v campus, he T xH\u! stu
dents do not have many places to gather
\"}n'H?M y are notin lass, ‘Jx nrock ul]\i
DOME SUZPeste i 1(1'“'!21&,’ areas ftor stu
dents in the future are groups of benches
that would have overhangs to shield stu
dents from \.mhyh! T SNOW

The idea of student gatherings coin

cides with the objective of the X A 1o
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involved with events and organizations
UH\.‘IH“(I\.

“»\L'

much as possible

want to get out to students as
Brown said

The SGA plans to continue town
hail meetings where the organization can

¢

hear concerns from students and ideas for
I ible campus improvement. Brown
said the SGA would also begin to imple
ment ’1‘1":\!..1(“ n from last seruiester to he ];'
students in the New Year

Since the current officers of the SGA

Mad cow

By Katie Hepburn/

The University Daily

Headlines across the nation have
heen splashed with news of mad cow
23 when the USDA
1+ Washington state

for the

x'l\(,‘.i\k‘ since l Dex
VH!IM‘HH\:‘} \’ it
dairy cow tested positive
malady.

However, Kevin Pond
f animal and

i&\‘\ In‘?l
professor ind chairman
Y\‘\‘xi sciences, al ' \ 'f‘.\i:.v Brooks
assistant protessor I meat sciences

said Lubbock’s food supply is safe from

the mad cow ris

‘l have no concern over the beef
being consumed here in Lubbock,’
Pond said

According to BSEinfo.org, mad
COwW ~1\\\‘|\( 1S Cause 1 "\ 'E.\ ? H up
of abnormal proteins in brain cells,

which eventually cause the brain cells
to malfunction and di¢

Pond said cattle brain, spinal tis

J 1" ]

sue and small intestines «— the only

cattle parts that can contain the dis

ease-caus