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End to Lubbock road projects nears

4th St. at Loop 289 now open to
traffic; 2 projects set to end

By BRIAN HOWARD
Srarr Writer

While Lubbock road construction

projects have inconvenienced Lub- -

bock drivers for the past few years,
it looks as if residents will soon be
offered some reprieve as two major
construction projects on the north
side of town are set to come to an end.

Will Barnett, the assistant Lub-
bock area engineer with the Texas
Department of Transportation, said
the current areas under construction
on the northwest side of town were
initially given the go-ahead because
of residential growth in the area.

“Obviously, there’s been a big

surge of residential development in
northwest Lubbock over the past five
to eight years,” he said. “The Marsha
Sharp Freeway has been on the books
for over 20 years now.”

The two major projects of focus
on the north side of town, the in-
tersections of 4th and 19th streets at
Loop 289, finally are set to end this
summet, Barnett said.

“The 4th Street and Loop 289
interchange was opened up to traffic
last Friday, but obviously it’s not fully
complete,” he said. “While 4th and
the loop and 19th and the loop are
separate projects, we expect each of

them to be complete by the May to
June timeframe.”

The next big construction proj-
ect is yet another extension of the
Marsha Sharp Freeway, Barnett said.

“Our next big job is to extend the
Marsha Sharp Freeway from Avenue
L to MLK Boulevard,” he said. “It will
take-about a year, with an end date
set for Spring 2012.”

[t appears many of the construc-
tion projects are set to wrap up soon;
however, many Lubbock residents
have grown impatient due to numer-
ous delays.

ROADS continued on Page 3 23>

FOURTH STREET AT Loop 289 is now open to traffic. Texas Department of Transportation officials said

I ily Toreado

that intersection and 19th Street at Loop 289 projects are set to be completed this summer.

Ag career fair
elicits mixed

student

reviews

31 companies meet,

greet students at expo

~ PHOTO BY PAUL HAILES/The Daily Toreador

ez

DENISE PERLMAN, FROM left, from Gavilon, talks to Michael Orsak,
a junior environmental crop and soil science major from Houston, and
Jeff Kocurek, a junior environmental crop and soil science major from
San Antonio, during the CASNR career expo about working at Gavilon.

By BAILEY EILAND

Svarr Writer

With the intent to meet pro-
spective employees and interns, 31
companies attended the College of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural
Resources Career Expo hosted by
Texas Tech Career Services on
Wednesday.

Though all the companies were
agriculture-related, each one brought
something different to the table. The
expo included a range of businesses
from Cargill Meat Solutions to Texas
AgrilLife Research & Extension and
the U.S. Department of Labor.

Kish Rajput, a junior business
management and marketing major
from Plano, worked at the fair for
career services. The student ambas-
sador said the career expo was a good
opportunity for students to gain
experience talking to employers.

“Students need to acknowledge
the fact that people are here looking
for future employees,” Rajput said.
“Students should take advantage
of that.”

The ambassador also gave advice
on how students can prepare for
future career fairs.

FAIR continued on Page 2 23>

By STEPHEN GIPSON

Srarr Writer

With students watch-
ing from the doorway of the

Candidates debate

packed Student Senate room,
candidates for Student Gov-
ernment Association debated
on several issues facing Texas

Tech.

PHOTO BY RIANNON ROWLEY/The Daily Toreador
CANDIDATE ERIC ODOM answers questions during the SGA presidential debate while the other
two candidates, Jenny Mayants and Tyler Patton, watch Wednesday in the Student Union Building.

Students talk SGA, fees, busing

Tyler Patton were asked what

Presidential candidates Eric
Odom, Jenny Mayants and

the biggest flaw in SGA is and
how they would fix it.

SGA continued on Page 2 23

Bailey: AD:

Ly

offer has not
been made

Reports say
Tech offered job
to UM’s Hocutt

Texas Tech
President Guy
Bailey said
late Wednes-
day nobody
had been of-
fered the open
Tech athletic
director posi-
tion.

KTTU-FM reported Wednesday
that Kirby Hocutt, athletic director
at the Univer-
sity of Miami,
was offered the
position by
Tech.

Bailey said
he is the only
person who has
the power to
make the final
decision.

BAILEY

OFFER continued on Page 5 3%

Newly appointed regent John
Steinmetz said an error reported on his
application to the Texas Tech Board
of Regents was an innocent mistake.

Steinmetz, a Lubbock resident and
president of Vista Bank, said he is a
graduate of the Texas Tech School of
Community Banking. He said he put
that information on the line labeled
‘graduate,” which he now knows is

reserved for master’s degrees. The ap-

plication lists four lines of education on
which applicants fill out their academic
past: high school, undergraduate, gradu-
ate and other.

“I'm a proud graduate of the Texas
Tech School of Community Banking,”
Steinmetz said. “] listed that on the
graduate line, but it was an innocent
mistake, and now, knowing this, I
would have put it on the other line.”

He said he takes full responsibility

for the mistake
and is honored
to have the op-
portunity toserve
on the board.
Steinmetz
was appointed to
the board Feb. 1
and confirmed by _
the senate this STEINMETZ

month. He is a board member of Texas
Lyceum, the Lubbock Chamber. of
Commerce and Young Life of Lubbock.

Regent: Application error was ‘innocent mistake’-

Steinmetz was appointed Feb. 1

He formerly was a board member of
the Brazos River Authority.

While astudent at Tech, Steinmetz
served as president of the Student
Government Association and is the
founder of the student-run tailgate,
RaiderGATE, and a co-founder of the
Student Red Raider Club and Young
Professionals of Greater Lubbock.

Steinmetz received a bachelor’s de-
gree from Tech and is a graduate of the
Tech School of Community Banking.
»»sgipson@dailytoreador.com
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Community
_Calendar

TODAY

Feed Your Body and Soul Fair
Time: 11 am.

Where: SUB Atrium

So, what is it?

Learn more about body image, the
dangers in advertising and infor-
mation on eating disorders at this
interactive fair. While learning, also
indulge in a free smoothie.

StrengthsQuest Game Day
Time: 1 p.m.

Where: SUB, Red Raider Lounge
So, what is it?

Learn more about your strengths
through StrengthsQuest games of
Millionaire, Charades and Bingo.
Prizes will be awarded.

Texas Tech Baseball

Time: 5 p.m.

Where: Dan Law Field

So, what is it?

Cheer on the Red Raiders as they
take on the Brigham Young Cougars.
Celebration of Recovery

Time: 7 p.m.

Where: Center for the Study of
Addiction and Recovery, Serenity
Center

So, what is it?

Serenity Room Celebration of
Recovery is hosted every week to
honor those that have started a new
and exciting journey to recovery from
addictions and eating disorders. In
conjunction with Feed Your Body
and Soul Week, a special speaker for
eating disorders will offer their unique
experience of recovery.

Yvonne Perea

Time: 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Triple ] Chophouse & Brew
Co. ’

So, what is it?

Enjoy acoustic rock performed by the
Female Acoustic Artist of the Year in

OBeRrRt Lance

‘95 Jdeooelers

Orange County, Calif., at Lubbock’s

only microbrewery. -

FRIDAY

Texas Tech Softball

Time: 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Where: Rocky Johnson Field

So, what is it?

Watch the Red Raiders as they take
on the Northern Illinois Huskies at
2 p.m. and the St. John’s Red Storm
at4 p.m.

Free QPR Training

Time: 3 p.m.

Where: Student Wellness Building,
Room 100

So, what is it?

QPR stands for question, persuade
and refer. The Student Counseling
Center is currently offering free of-
ficial QPR training. Trainees will be
certified as QPR gatekeepers and will
learn how to intervene and get help
for someone in a suicidal crisis.

Texas Tech Baseball

Time: 4 p.m.

Where: Dan Law Field

So, what is it?

Cheer on the Red Raiders as they
play the Brigham Young Cougars.
Eli Young Band

Time: 10 p.m.

Where: Wild West

So, what is it?

Catch this Texas country act at this
depot music hotspot. Tickets are for
sale at wildwestlubbock.com or at the
door.

Tomake a calendar submission e-mail
features@dailytoreador.com

Events will be published either the

day or the day before they take place.
Submissions must be sent in by 4 p.m.
on the preceding publication date.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

SGA !

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Patton said he believes SGA
does not stand for students very
well anymore. With budget cuts
in Texas higher education, Pat-
ton said, it is now more impor-
tant than ever to have a strong
candidate representing Tech’s
students in Austin.

He said he would like to or-
ganize a student system advisory
council.

“Me reading a report every
month to the Board of Regents
doesn’t do anything,” Patton
said. “The student regent is

“there meeting with the board,
but they also don’t have a vote.
I think it’s critically important
that if ’'m going to read a report
to the Board of Regents that
I’'ve got 12 or so students from
all our institutions to say ‘This
is going to be our focus, and this
should be where our focus is.”

Odom said SGA lacks com-
munication within the senate
and executive offices. He has
learned during his time on
the senate how SGA does not
have enough outreach with the
students. He said it is SGA’s job
to be a voice for the students.

Mayants said one of her ad-
ministration’s focuses is achiev-
ing and maintaining feasible
goals.

“How many times does SGA
do things and, say things that
are feasible for students?” she

said. “How many times do we
promise things and don’t get
them accomplished? Along with
myself and the candidates that
I have completely supported
this entire time, I am coming
up with ways that we can slowly
start achiev-

dents,” Moore said. “Our tuition
is going to be going up and we
don’t need to be increasing fees
and we don’t really need to be
increasing tuition. So I think if
the administration came to us
and said ‘We need to increase

fees,” I think

ing goals and

it’s the job of

maintaining student gov-
them, feasi- [ﬂm Coming ernment to
bly. That is ; put their foot
what we’re up wzt/j ways t/ﬂﬂt down and
here for.” say ‘Students
Inter- we can Slou)l)/ can’t afford
nal vice s 5 tuition right
presidential Std?”t dC/?levlng now, how are
candidates, we going to
Ethan Jor- goa[s ﬂ?’ld afford higher
dan, Alex . o 0 fees?”
Moore and mdl”t‘”nl”g Jordan
Ha nnah e said he be-
Walker, were them’ ﬁdSZb[.)/' lieves fees
asked how T/]ﬂt is w;]ﬂt should be
they would kept as low

evaluate any

we're
proposal by

as possible.
He said it is

here foxr.

the Tech ad- important to
ministration JENNY MAYANTS meet with
to increase PRES]DENTIS%ACANDIDATE the fee com-

fees for any

mittees to get

particular
item.

Walker said she would have
to see why the fees were being
increased. She would make sure
the fees benefit the students and

are necessary.

Moore said she does not
believe increasing fees is a
responsible choice with Tech

facing large budget cuts.

“We’re representing the stu-

their feed-
back on why
a fee is being proposed.

“Some fees are necessary
and we shouldn’t just say ‘no’
to all fees,” Jordan said. “If
something is really essential,
then it might be necessary to
increase fees.”

External vice president can-
didates, Mike Uryasz, Blake

Bradley and Brian Roberts were

asked how they would handle
transportation fees with Tech’s
increased enrollment.

Uryasz said he believes there
are other ways of increasing the
budget for transportation and
recreation without increasing
fees. He said his administration
would like to meet with apart-
ments surrounding Tech about
paying more for having their
apartment on the bus route.
Revenue could go toward get-
ting more buses on the route,
he said.

Roberts said more than
$100,000 of the transporta-
tion budget is spent toward
accommodations for biking.
He believes some of this money
can go ‘toward buses and other
aspects of the bus system.

“The whole point of this is
we’re coming to 40,000 stu-
dents,” Roberts said. “Our chan-
cellor has started this campaign,
and we need to finish this cam-
paign while keeping all of our
services at the same quality.”

Bradley said transportation is
not a money issue, but rather an
efficiency issue. He would like
to redesign the bus routes along
with the system to maximize ef-
ficiency, Bradley said. The last
thing he wants to do is raise
fees, he said, but it’s important
to look at things from the ad-
ministration’s standpoint.

Elections for SGA are March
1 and 2. Students can vote on
the sga.ttu.edu website.
»»sgipson@dailytoreador.com

Fair «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Students should find out which
companies are attending, dress the
part, get their resumes together and
prepare questions,” he said.

Hollie Gambino, an employee
development specialist, represented
the Brickman Group at the expo.
The employer said she was im-
pressed with the event.

“Even though I am an Aggie,”
Gambino said, “all of the Tech stu-

‘dents here have been very friendly
and hardworking.”

The Brickman Group, she said,
attended the expo to meet students
and hire interns for the landscape
design and build and horticultural
services company. Like Gambino,
the employers of Attebury Grain
also said they were looking for good
students who could turn into future
employees or interns.

Anita Havens, the human re-

sources manager, believes the students
she met have potential as future em-
ployees and interns.

“All of the students have been
good candidates because they are all
in agricultural-related fields and are
interested in the positions we have to
offer,” Havens said.

A 2006 alumnus, Sean Abels,
is also a manager for the Brickman
Group. Abels had a different reaction
than his co-worker to the students
present.

“Not all of the students have come
well-prepared today,” the manager said.
“They did not come with research or
questions to our booth.”

The regional recruiter representa-
tive at the Peace Corps booth, Erin
Curtiss, believes Tech students came
to the expo ready to find future em-
ployment.

“Everyone has done very well
because they had resumes available,
had done their research and could
tell me exactly what they wanted,”
Curtiss said.

n$W RIPROCY .,

2419 Main Str.
(Lubbock’s Oldest C

$1.50 Longnccks
George Ducas

ollege Grill ¢ Bar)

Cmbuds Office

A safe place to bring concerns and
find solutions.

Similar to the diverse responses

“of the employers, the students who

attended also gave mixed feedback
about the event.

Derek Finck,

“I always helps to talk to employers

50 you can network,” she said.
Although the expo was not large, it
did present a big

a graduate stu-
dent in animal
science from

Tulia, said the

career expo was

Fven though I am
an Aggie, all of

opportunity for
agricultural edu-
cation graduate
student Kim Pe-
ters. The student
from Littlefield

notwhathewas — the Tech students — wid she landed
expecting. an interview

“Lwasdiss  pere have been  with one of the
appointed that : employers and
there aren't  very friendly and  telievdshebad

student from Anson, agreed with Finck
that the expo did not have a large
turnout. Spraberry, however, believed
the expo was beneficial.

Live Music Fridays and Saturdays

HAPPY HOMUR
Tuesday - Friday 5pm — 8pm

Best Martinis In Texas

SR o (e

Your Bar Across the Street.

2605 19TH STREET e 806.743.5400 » WWW.CAFE}LUBBQCK‘COM‘» .

more companies ; a good chance
taking an inter- bd 7 d wor k z ng ) | at the position.
est in agriculture o Peters believed
at Tech,” he said. HOLLIE GAMBINO other CASNR
Jennifer  EMPLOYEE DEVELOPMENT  students could
Spraberry, an SPECIALIST find success at

* agricultural edu- the expo as well.
cation graduate “CASNR

students represent themselves very
well because they have a lot to offer
employers,” she said.
»»beiland@dailytoreador.com

This establishment, Texas Tech University & The Daily Toreador do not encourage underage drinking or alcohol abuse.
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StrengthsQuest Week:
Small Group Discussions;
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday (Feb 21, 22 and 24) 3:00- 4:00
SUB Playa Room

Wednesday (Feb 23) 2:00- 3:00
StrengthsQuest in your job se

SUB Senate Room
ch: Wednesday (Feb 23)

3:30- 4:30 Career Center

SUB Suite 024 East Basement
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Now accepting
new patients.

Covenant Medical Group is pleased to
announce that family practice physicians
Porntip Chungchansat, M.D. and
Suzelle Moffitt, M.D. are now accepting
new patients at the West Clinic.

Monday through Saturday
416 Frankford Avenue.

For more information
or to schedule an appointment

please call 806.725.5480.

Covenant 5
Medical Group -

e,
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Zumba evokes confidence,
promotes fitness in students

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador
ALEXANDREA TORREZ, A sophomore with no declared major from
Lubbock, teaches a Zumba class during Feed Your Body and Soul Week
on Tuesday in the Matador Room of the Student Union Building.

By LAUREN FERGUSON
Svarr WriTER

Combining the sultry tones of Latin
music and aerobic workout moves,
Zumba is an emerging workout style in
the fitness world.

Tuesday, students met in the Student
Union Building Matador Room for
an afternoon Zumba class during Feed
Your Body and Soul Week, sponsored
by the Student Counseling Center at
Texas Tech.

Alexandrea Torrez instructed the
class after getting the job through her
Sunday Zumba course at the Robert H.
Ewalt Student Recreation Center.

After beginning Zumba two years :

ago, Torrez, a sophomore mass com-
munications major from Lubbock, fell
in love with the fitness style and began
teaching in May.

“It makes me happy, and it relieves
stress,” Torrez said. “It is a great full-body
workout, and you just have fun.”

She also admits that with Zumba, stu-
dents can maintain a healthier lifestyle.

“(Zumba) actually brings up your
metabolism and makes it faster. It made
mine faster,” Torrez said. “Come here,
burn calories and eat what you want.”

Armida Hollingsworth, a former pre-
nursing student, read about the eventand
decided to attend the free class.

“I am kind of burned out with a lot of
the Zumba instructors getting away from
the Latin music, and I was wondering
if this would a little different,” she said.
“Different instructors have different
ways of teaching, and I just wanted to
experiment.”

Tiwo years ago, Hollingsworth began
taking Zumba classes and immediately
saw positive results such as weight loss

Roads «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

. Mike Schleider, a senior political
science major from Houston, said the
4th Street and Loop 289 interchange
has been a hassle for everyone, espe-
cially during the recent winter storms.

“Up until recently, the 4th Street
construction by the loop has been the
biggest hassle when driving, when you
had to go all the way around in order
to get from one side to the other,” he
said. “Parts of the loop are pretty scary
when it goes down to one lane with
concrete guard rails two inches off the
line, especially when it gets icy— there
is no room to straighten out.”

While many Tech students may
be inexperienced at driving in winter
weather, Schleider said his five-year
stint at the university has given him
plenty of practice, yet the construc-
tion areas still presented dangerous
road conditions that were difficult to
manage.

“T've been driving in ice for five
years now, and I hit an ice patch com-
ing home from studying and nailed
the rail,” he said. “Luckily, I was going
really slow, and there was an ambulance
about 50 feet in front of me. I figured
wasn't the first to slip on the ice.”

Matthew Schaeffer, emergency
medical technician in-training at the
University Medical Center, said the
road construction has been a major
problem for EMTs and ambulance
drivers.

“It’s difficult to get to where we need
to be quickly enough to save someone
who may be in a life-threatening condi-
tion when we have to go out.of our way
to maneuver around the construction
hazards,” he said. “Although 4th and
the loop is now open, it’s basically a
three-way stop. How are we supposed
to get through there when there’s one
line of traffic at a stop sign?’
##-bhoward@dailytoreador.com

and muscle définition.

“(Zumba) can make even the heavi-
est person feel sexy. The moves feel good,
and you notice changes in your body very
quickly,” she said. “I strut around now, and
I never used to do that before.”

Hollingsworth said her friends and
family have noticed her newfound self-
confidence.

“I stand in front of a mirror and
admire myself,” Hollingsworth said. “My
husband said I look like I have more of
aglow.”

She was not the only attendee to re-
port positive experiences after beginning
the fitness class.

Luis Bustamante, a graduate student
studying architecture from El Paso, at-
tends evening Zumba classes regularly at
the rec center.

“] am not that good at (Zumba), but
it’safun was to get your checkmark for the
day,” Bustamante said. “As uncoordinated
as I might be, I think, due to the endor-
phins, afterwards I always feel happy.”

He said students should be open to
trying Zumba because for him, it improves
his overall attitude.

“Zumba is a way to stay fit without
doing something bad to yourself. It puts
you in such a good mood, and you don’t
have any worties afterwards,” Bustamante
said. “You feel better about yourself and
feel better about doing other things for
yourself.”

Hollingsworth believes that not only
can Zumba create a positive attitude, but
it is also fun during the class.

“Ilove Latin music. I love the moves.
I love the fact that (Zumba) is extremely
good exercise but does not feel like

~exercise,” Hollingsworth said. “It feels

like a party.”
»»-Ilferguson@dailytoreador.com
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fi Check out Thornton’s
... blogatTheDT online for
aily updates throughout this week.

By CARRIE THORNTON

STAFF WRITER

d

Carpenter’s Church has rented
out all of its tents, and combined
with a handful of privately owned
models, Tent City’s population has
increased to 26 tents.

When I reminded Richard,
who told me this total, the figure
included me and Cody, he acted
like that was obvious because as of
now we are one of them.

Community is immensely im-
portant to these people who don't
have many other things'to watch
over or with which to consume
their time, and therefore I am
convinced the tent village has
become a different type of family
for them, where relationships run
deeper than blood ties.

I've met a few new friends over
the past day and a half, including
Ruben, whose face bares traces
of stubborn wrinkles most likely
formed from too much smiling; Lee
and his wife, Kendra; and Joe and
his wife, Melissa.

The couples are required to
purchase their own tent because
Carpenter’s only rents to singles,
and even though they do not sign
a contract with the church, they
are held to the same standards by
Tent City’s regulars.

As [ got to know more of Tent
City’s citizens, I learned more about
what they do other than socialize
around the large supply tent.

In the morning, not many rise
before 9 a.m., from what I can tell,
anyway. A portable toilet is avail-
able for use a few blocks down, and
Carpenter’s Church allows people
to shower in their bathrooms if
they can deal with cold water, a
consequence of the number of
showers taken a day.

The Salvation Army also opens
its restroom for those in need, but
I’ve heard just enough negative
comments about the place that it’s
a safe bet not many take up the
facility’s offer.

A nearby Denny’s has become a
hotspot for many at the tent village
who would spend hours drinking
coffee and playing cards in the
restaurant’s cushy booths if they
wanted to. But Cliff Van Loan,
Tent City’s unofficial spokesperson,

ynnwoodtownhomes.com
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In The Corner: Even Tent City has cliques

JOE BROWN MAKES a tattoo gun from a tape-deck motor, pen and various parts from a cigarette lighter, as
his wife, Melissa, looks on Wednesday in a makeshift tent city at the intersection of Broadway and Avenue Q.

Brown said his tattoo service will be a source of income.

seeking them, while others aren’t.
Unfortunately, it’s the latter who
provide ammo to oppositionists who
support the
stereotype that
many homeless
do not try to
improve their

told me they do not intend to take
advantage of hospitality.

“If we go in there and we see
it’s crowded, we
turn right back
around because
we know we
take up time,”

Ifwe go in there

he said. an d we see its quality of life.
Joe and Me- : Ltis “this

lissa are each C?’OZUdfd we turn stigma those at

actively seeking ¢ Tent City want

to reverse, be-
cause for most

education to
help boost their

right back around

chances of a suc- becﬂuj e e know it’s simply not
cessful transition : true.

out of their cur- we t&lke up l‘lm&) On anoth-
rent state. Me- er note, Tues-
lissa takes classes CLIFF VAN LOAN day afternoon,
at Kaplan Col- UNOFFICIAL Daily Toreador
lege, and Joe is SPOKESPERSON photographer

Karl Ander-
son was out
taking pictures while I was chat-
ting with Cliff, and he got some
insight concerning some minor
separation at Tent City.

working toward
obtaining his
truck driver’s license at South Plains
College.

Many homeless at Broadway and
Avenue Q currently have jobs or are

Texas Tech University

Joe told him that his and Melissa’s
tent used to sit rooted on the other
side of a short and slightly crooked
sidewalk that intersects the grassy
space, but as soon as he met Cliff and
some of the other guys on Cody’s and
my side, he quickly moved and has
never looked back.

Come to think of it, I don’t think
I’ve met anyone who lives on the
other side of the tracks yet. So, my
apologies to any Tent City-ites who
live on this foreign turf who might be
reading this: Tonight I'll make my way
over to your side.

Sadly, I do not have much to say
about my experiences Wednesday
because I had to leave at 8 a.m., when
the thick mist still clung to the dead
grass and my tent sleeve. But there is
a certain peacefulness about the place
at that time in the morning before
anyone else moves around, despite the
skidding of tires and belching exhaust
pipes just a few feet away, that feels
really special. -
»»cthornton@dailytoreador.com
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ew Facebook
status options
are important

ast Thursday, America’s fa-

vorite social network made a

rave change in support of the

homosexual community and civil rights

activists, and supporters are applauding
the forward movement.

With more than 200 million mem-
bers, it is easy to see that changes in
Facebook potentially have a huge
overall effect in our communities na-
tionwide. This makes it the perfect place
to take a stand. j

Students are constantly making
statements, whether they are aware of
it or not, through their statuses, pictures
and personal profiles. These individual
views trickle down through the many
pages even to the smallest places like
the relationship status. :

Now, thanks to the newest addition
to Facebook, that singular statement of
where your heart lies holds much more
significance. Our options have extended
beyond “single,” “engaged,” “married,”
and so on to include the new pro-gay
and lesbian statuses of “in a civil union”
and “in a'domestic partmership.”

It may seem like a small step, but
I believe it to be the opposite. By
providing this option, Facebook is al-
lowing those people to bravely make
a statement and

find it necessary to include the new
phrase.

While both ideas are very simi-
lar, a domestic partnership is two
people united and sharing their lives
together under the same roof. This
is commonly the only option for
some same-sex couples who are too
intimidated or legally unable to join
in a civil union or marriage.

Other Tech students are much
more supportive, like Mallory Mad-
dux, a freshman early childhood
education major, who states the obvi-
ous, that homosexual relationships
“aren’t going away, so it’s a good thing
that Facebook finally understands
that it’s a top priority for gay relation-
ships to be a part of society.”

She brings up an excellent point.
Why should we, as a society, fight to
deny that homosexuality is a part of
our history and our present? 1, too,

praise Face-

have the chance.

book for tak-

to bragabout what F i : ing a stand on
they have worked What it all boils  aneverpresent
hard to achieve. . issue.

Baced wuh dotmtoisthotthe . wi..

bullying in the
school system, re-
jection from fami-
lies and friends,
and physical vio-
lence'from hate
€rimes, those
people brave

relationship status
changes are
embodying an entire
movement ...

all boils down
to is that the
relationship
status changes
are embody-
ing an entire
movement,

and Facebook

enough to proudly

pronounce their orientation, despite
these obstacles, should have a forum in
which to do so.

Those men and women lucky
enough to live in states where civil
unions are granted to same-sex couples
are denied the term marriage legally. So
why should they be mocked by having
it as the only option online?

Not all Tech students agree with
the new Facebook advancements like

taking a stand
is more relevant than the question of
whether there is a necessary need to
expand relationship options.

While you may not agree with
the homosexual orientation, I hope
you can accept the fact that times
are changing, and there is a large
emerging group that deserves recog-
nition socially. Ignoring something or
someone will not make them go away
and is not an objective or intelligent

Others’ freedom worth paying high gas prices

hile protests contin-

ue in several Middle

Eastern countries, the
average Joe in the United States is
beginning to see some of the effects
of the unrest. '

Most notably, gas prices are up
nearly 45 cents from the national
average four months ago. It’s not a
direct relationship, but more unrest

* in the region would send prices soar-

ing even higher, especially if there’s
a popular uprising in Saudi Arabia.

While I'm not that guy who is
dialing in gasbuddy.com every two
minutes or driving an extra two miles
to save less than a buck every time I
fill up, ’'m not doing back flips about
paying more when I fill up. Yet, it’s a
change I'm ready to welcome.

For far too long, the United
States, under both Democratic and
Republican leadership, has propped
up dictators who squash human
rights and stand completely opposed
to the ideals of freedom and liberty
that we Americans consider among
the fundamental tenets.

Our track record is awful. We've

given money and weapons to hor-
rible people. During the Cold
War, the government was just
glad these dictators weren't siding
with the Russians. Lately,

we've been thrilled
to have allies in a
troubling region
and, of course,
supported many
who help keep
the price of oil
down. ,
Instead of
putting pressure
on these leaders or
helping people in these
countries, our government
has turned away from these lands.
It’s the same look you give to the
dishes in your sink during the party

at your house over the weekend. You
know they’re there, and you know
something must be done. It’s just so
much easier to let it fester and take
the easy way out. Plus, somebody will
do it, but you're not going to be the
one to do the job.

Well, now people in these Arab
nations are attempting to cleanse
their sink of the dirty dishes that are
their power-crazed dictators.

Sure, it makes things more dif-
ficult for the United States
in a couple of ways,
and it remains to be
. seen exactly what
. will develop out
of Tunisia and

Egypt (with more
countries soon to
populate the list:
Libya, Bahrain,
Yemen, Jordan, Iran
and Morocco all have
had at least some form
of unrest).
_ There’s nothing wrong with
having some trepidation about the
future. There has been war in the

Middle East for basically as long as
we've had recorded history. Also,
there’s Israel, the strong American
ally surrounded by plenty of hostile
nations.

So why should we be happy about
this? While there will be a hit in the
wallet for many of us, these people in
the Middle East deserve liberty and
freedom just as much as the rest of
the world. Paying higher gas prices
is a small price to pay for the spread
of democracy, especially considering
what this country has paid in the
past for the form of government.

As a pithy sign I saw one pro-
tester holding said, “Arab blood is
not cheaper than oil.”

It will be a bummer when you
have to sacrifice a meal out or pick
a closer spring break destination
because gas prices are higher, but
I assure you the sacrifice is a small
one compared to that of those who
gave their lives fighting for freedom.

H Arnold is The DT’s managing
editor.

»» jarnold@dailytoreador.com

City of Lubbock, residents should do more for homeless

itting in a booth at the

Whataburger on 19th

Street late Saturday
night, I was enjoying a midnight
snack with my girlfriend when an
elderly gentleman walked in.

The gentleman was scruffy, did
not seem to be clean, had a scar on
his forehead and was wearing a dirty
cowboy jacket and some blue jeans.
He had a rattered backpack slung
over his shoulder with an old VHS
tape sticking out of it.

My friend and I did not ac-
knowledge the man as he sat down
at the table next to us with his free
coffee in hand. There were two
other college students sitting at a
table across from him as well.

The events that took place after
this really surprised me.

One of the guys at that table got
up and told the man he was going
to get him something to eat.

[ sat there in a state of shock
and shame. I had been sitting
there just as long as the other
gentlemen and made no effort to

approach the man to offer help.

This student went out of his way
to get this man a meal because he
wanted to help another human be-
ing. Seeing someone show this kind
of compassion for a person they do
not know and might not see ever
again is a rare quality.

This made me start to think
about the homeless situation in
Lubbock. Why do we turn a cold
shoulder to them and offer little
help? What makes them so much
different than us? :

They are human beings just like
us, breathe the same air, walk the
same walk and have problems like
everybody else.

Despite this fact, the city of
Lubbock acknowledges the home-

less population by appointing
a homelessness committee. But
instead of helping the homeless,
they attempt to push them out of
the city.

The city passed an ordinance
in December keeping the homeless
from taking shelter around four
public buildings. The problem with
this is where are they going to go?

The Salvation Army has a
shelter for the homeless in down-
town Lubbock that has enough
beds for 48 people, according
to a Dec. 6 article in The Daily
Toreador. That is not enough
room to give shelter and safety to
the homeless population of Lub-
bock, which exceeds 300 people.
Another problem with the Salva-
tion Army location is the safety of
the residents, as there have been
two stabbings reported there this
month alone, according to an
article in the Lubbock Avalanche-
Jowrnal. So, yes, there is a place for

the homeless to stay in Lubbock,

but at what cost?
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