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For the first time in five years, Texas Tech
administrators are making efforts to improve the
functionality and design of Tech’s Web site.

In an e-mail sent to the Tech community,
President Guy Bailey said the changes are neces-
sary as Tech continues to seek status as a National
Research University.

Bailey said in the e-mail a Web Executive
Committee was formed to ensure the success of
efforts to improve the Web site. Students, faculty
and staff are encouraged to voice their opinions
through any of three available forums so the many
voices of the Tech community are heard through-
out the process.

Sam Segran, vice president of the Division of
Information Technology and chief information
officer, said much effort during the process of

redeveloping Tech’s Web site
will be devoted to compliance
with Texas House Bill 2504.

The bill was adopted dur-
ing the 81st Legislature of the
Texas House of Representa-
tives and requires certain
information and links to be
available and easily accessible
within the Web sites of all
public institutions of higher education, he said.

Sally Post, director of Communications and
Marketing and member of the Web Executive
Committee, said research for the Web site rede-
velopment project will not be conducted in the
dark.

“We want input, we welcome input, and it’s
really important that the community has their
say,” she said.

Jerry Hudson, academic dean of the College of

SEGRAN

Mass Communications, also is a member of the
committee and said members of the Information
Technology Division working within the college
suggested a study to determine the functionality
and user friendliness of the Web site.

Post said the study requires subjects to find cer-
tain information on the Web site and the manner
in which those subjects find that information is
closely monitored.

“We are looking for how (the subjects) get (to
the information), how long it takes them, and
what problems they have,” she said.

Segran said one example of a potential adjust-
ment to the user-friendliness of the Web site is
the implementation of ‘cross-indexing. The ad-
dition of cross-indexing will make search results
within Tech’s Web site more relevant and up to
date.

Web site redevelopment to use Tech feedback

FEEDBACK ME’

Web site redevelopment project’s open forum
A blog for students, faculty and staff to obtain informa-
tion and voice their opinions about the Tech Web site.
www.refresh.ttu.edu

Refresh.ttu.edu Web Survey
An online survey for students, faculty and staff to
provide electronic feedback to the Office of Commu-
nications and Marketing and the Office of the Chief
Information Officer.
www.depts.ttu.edufitts/assessments/ttu

Interactive Web site Usability Study
Students, faculty and staff can participate in a hands-
on study to help find problems with the user-friendliness

- -and navigation of Tech’s Web site.
.z %. Registration can be found at the Technology Support

WEB SITE continued on Page 2 »#  Web site.

PART TWO OF A FIVE-PART SERIES ABOUT ALCOHOL AND ITS IMPACT

Haiti judge frees 8 of 10

American missionaties

By ALEXANDRA PEDRINI

Starr Writer

Some consequences of al-
cohol consumption are less
noticeable than slurred speech
or a Facebook page of less-
than-flattering photos, and
can have short- and long-term
effects on the body.

Blacking out does not mean
losing consciousness, said Shei-
la Garos, associate professor of
psychology. Someone experi-
encing an alcoholic blackout
may appear as if they are aware
of his or her actions, but in
reality his or her brain is not
recording the memories.

“The alcohol is basically

shutting down parts of the
brain, one of which is the
memory center,” Garos said.
“You’re actually shutting off
the part of the brain that re-
cords short-term memory.”
Alcohol intoxicates the
blood flow throughout the
body and brain, which initially
causes higher thinking and
judgment to go away, said Pe-
ter Syapin, pharmacology and
neuroscience professor. As the
amount of alcohol in the blood
increases, the areas of the brain
affecting motor coordination

‘temporarily stop working be-

cause the cerebellum isn’t
operating correctly.
“It causes mental impair-

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY

ment,” said Bryan Stewart,
a paramedic shift supervisor.
“Alcohol is a depressant and
changes the chemistry in the
brain. Reactions are slowed,
judgment is impaired and de-
pending on the person’s toler-
ance, it causes blackouts and
passing out. Their judgment
goes out the window.”

He said someone’s better
judgment is affected before the
person’s coordination because
of the sensitivity of areas of the
brain. Some are more suscep-
tible to alcohol than others.

Moving down from the
brain, high quantities of al-
cohol affect other parts of the
body including the stomach,

he aily
heart, kidneys and liver. Gas-
tritis can develop in the stom-
ach when a person consumes
large amounts of alcohol, he
said.

“When it gets into your
stomach, it actually stops emp-
tying of your stomach and so
that alcohol sits there in your
stomach for a longer period of
time and it can erode and cause
ulcers within the stomach,”
Syapin said.

Alcohol’s effects on the
heart are not all bad, he said.
Low levels, such as one to two
glasses of wine a day can be
beneficial to the heart.

ALCOHOL continued on Page 5 23

By FRANK BAJAK

Tue Associatep Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) —
Eight American missionaries were freed
from a Haitian jail Wednesday, nearly
three weeks after being charged with
kidnapping for trying to take a group
of children out of the quake-stricken
country.

The eight — looking bedraggled and
sweaty — walked out of the Haitian jail
escorted by U.S. diplomats just after dusk.
They waited until they were safely inside
awhite van before flashing smiles, waving
and giving a thumbs up to reporters.

Hours earlier, judge Bernard Saint-
Vil told The Associated Press that eight
of the 10 missionaries were free to leave
without bail or other conditions after
parents testified they voluntarily handed
their children over to the missionaries.

“The parents of the kids made stafe>

ments proving that they can be released,”
he said, adding that still wants to question
the group’s leader and her nanny.

The group planned to fly out of Haiti
late Wednesday, defense attorney Aviol

Fleurant said. Their destination was not
immediately known. Kimberly Flowers
at the U.S. Embassy would not confirm
that the Americans were leaving on a
U.S. government chartered plane, citing
privacy law. She said that as U.S. citizens,
they were entitled to evacuation flights.

The missionaries, most from two
Baptist churches in Idaho, are accused of
trying to take 33 Haitian children to the
Dominican Republic on Jan. 29 without
proper documents. Their detentions
came just as aid officials were urging a
halt to short-cut adoptions in the wake
of the earthquake.

The missionaries say they were on
a humanitarian mission to rescue child
quake victims by taking them to a hastily
prepared orphanage in the Dominican
Republic and have denied accusations
of trafficking.

Group leader Laura Silsby originally
said they were taking only orphaned and
abandoned children, but reporters found
that several of the children were handed
over to the group by their parents, who
said the hoped the Baptists would give
them a better life.

Fed: Unemployment will
stay high over next 2 years

By JEANNINE AVERSA
The Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Federal Reserve expects unemploy-
ment will stay high over the next
two years because recession-scarred
Americans are likely to stay cautious,
making for only a moderate-paced
economic recovery.

Fed policymakers said in a forecast
released Wednesday that it will take
“some time” for the economy and the
jobs market to get back to normal.
They did not spell out how long that
would be. Previously they suggested
it could take five or six years for eco-
nomic conditions to return to full
health. A “sizable minority,” however,
thinks it could take more than five or
six years for the economy and the job
market to return to normal.

In updated economic projections,
the Fed said the unemployment rate

this year could hover between 9.5
percent and 9.7 percent. Next year,
it will drop to between 8.2 percent
and 8.5 percent. By 2012, the jobless
rate will range between 6.6 percent
and 7.5 percent.

Although those forecasts are little
changed from projections the Fed
had released in late November, the
figures show that unemployment will
remain elevated heading into this
year'’s congressional elections as well
as the presidential election in 2012.
A more normal unemployment rate
would be between 5.5 percent and
6 percent.

Fed policymakers “expect that

the pace of the economic recovery '

will be restrained by household and
business uncertainty, only gradual
improvement in labor market con-
ditions and a slow easing of credit
conditions in the banking sector,”
according to the forecast.
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STATE
2 Amarillo men die when

AMARILLO (AP) — Au-
thorities say a pilot and his pas-
senger were killed when their
twin-engine plane crashed into
a concrete storage building in
Amarillo.

Texas Department of Public
Safety Trooper Gabriel Medrano
said the two Amarillo men in
their 50s died Wednesday morn-
ing when their plane went down
in the southeast part of the Pan-
handle city.

Medrano says the cause of the

NATION

small plane hItS buﬂdmg

crash is %ough‘t; Federal mvest
gators wer€ being dxspatched to
the scene.

Names of the victims were
not released, pending notifica-
tion of next of kin.

Medrano says it was not im-
mediately known if the plane
left an Amarillo airport or was
arriving.

Most of the wreckage was on
the ground near the building, but
part of the plane remained atop
the 30-foot-tall structure.

US govt to investigate Toyota Corolla

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Transportation Department plans
to open a formal investigation into
the 2009-2010 Toyota Corolla
over potential problems with the
car’s power steering, a department
official said Wednesday.

The preliminary investiga-
tion is expected to be opened
on Thursday and involves an
estimated 500,000 vehicles. The
official spoke on condition of
anonymity because the depart-
ment had not yet notified Toyota
of the probe.

Toyota Motor Corp. said at a
news conference in Japan eatlier

WORLD
Dutch Cabinet deadlocked

AMSTERDAM (AP) — The
Dutch Cabinet was deadlocked
Wednesday over extending the
Netherlands’ mission with NATO
in Afghanistan, and it appears
likely to reduce its 1,600 troop
presence there.

Deputy Prime Minister Wouter
Bos said his Labor Party will oppose
a formal NATO request to remain
in the restive southern province of
Uruzgan. The Dutch mission ends
in August.

The departure of the Nether-
lands would be a blow to hopes that
NATO’s European members will
expand operations in Afghanistan

Wednesday that it was looking
into complaints of power steering
problems with the Corolla and was
considering a recall as one option.
Toyota said there have been fewer
than 100 complaints.

In the U.S., the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration
has received about 150 complaints
from drivers about the issue. The
complaints are small compared to
the number of vehicles involved:
The department said the inves-
tigation involves about 363,000
vehicles from the 2009 model year
and about 136,000 vehicles from
the 2010 model year.

over Afghanistan mission

before beginning to withdraw in
2011.

Prime Minister Jan Peter Balk-
enende and his Christian Demo-
crats want to extend the mission
for a year, possibly in reduced
form.

But Bos’ highly public stand -

Wednesday makes it unlikely
without risking a political crisis
that could bring down the coalition
government.

“The promise we made to the
Dutch voter two years ago must be
kept, that the last Dutch solider must
be gone from Uruzgan by the end of
the year,” Bos told reporters.

Corrections

The Daily Toreador’s reporters and
editors strive for accuracy in the news-
gathering process. However, mistakes
are inevitable.

It is The DT policy to correct mis-

takes in this spot as soon as possible.

If you feel there is an error in a
story, please call Editor-in-Chief Kev-
in Cullen at 806-742-3395 or e-mail
kevin.m.cullen@ttu.edu.

* SYASHINGTON (AP) —
l’res1dent Barack Obama hailed
Wednesdays one-year-old eco-

" 'nomic stimulus law as an accom-
plishment that staved off another
Great Depression and kept up to
2 million people on the job.

* Still, with millions still out of
work and losing patience, Obama
acknowledged-that to them, “It
doesn’t yet feel like much of a
recovery.” :

Marking the anniversary of
the $787 billion American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act,
Obama aimed his message at peo-
ple skeptical about the expensive
relief measure and Republican
lawmakers who voted against it
and continue to hammer him
about it. :

To the public, Obama ex-
plained, as he has many times
before, that the stimulus plan
was composed of tax cuts for
most Americans along with help
for state governments, extended
social service benefits and huge
investments in energy, education
and infrastructure. '

“One year later, it is largely
thanks to the recovery act that a
second depression is no longer a
possibility,” Obama said.

To his Republican critics,
who say the bill was a costly,
debt-financed blunder that has
not delivered on the promise of
job creation, Obama challenged
them to take up the case with

Obama says stimulus bill
saved troubled economy

people who have stayed em-
ployed or have found help solely
because he and the Democratic-
run Congress acted.

Obama even delighted in
recounting a section of his State
of the Union address last month
in which he talked of the tax
cuts from the stimulus plan and
watched Republican lawmakers
fail to applaud the idea.

“They were all kind of squirm-
ing in their seats ... It was inter-
esting to watch,” Obama said.

And Obama made sure to
commend himself and his own
team for taking action.

The United States has lost an
astounding 8.4 million jobs since
this recession began in December -
2007.

Obama said the stimulus plan
is on target to create or save 1.5
million more jobs, bringing up
the estimated total to 3.5 mil-
lion.

But he sought to remind
people that the goal of law was
never to restore every job. The
government can build confidence
and demand and rescue people
in hard times during a severe
economic slide, Obama said, but
it will always be businesses of
the private sector that ultimately
generate jobs and a recovery.

Obama made repeated refer-
ences to how well, in his view,
his government has done with

the stimulus.

PHOTO BY BRAD TOLLEFSON/The Daily Toreador

BLAINE RUCKER, A senior exercise and sport sciences major from
Boerne, works out on squats during the weekly Core Pole class Tuesday
in the Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation Center.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Feb. 10

11:32 a.m., accident with minor
injuries in the 1700 block of Flint
Avenue.

12:53 p.m., medical call from the
Education Building.

Feb. 11

8:25 a.m., accident without injuries
in the 3100 block of Marsha Sharp
Freeway.

8:47 a.m., medical call from the
Texas Tech University Health Sci-
ences Center.

3:31 p.m., theft of abackpack in the
Student Union Building.

4:00 p.m., criminal trespass warn-
ing issued.

5:45 p.m., theft of an iPod in Stan-
gel/Murdough Residence Hall.

7:42 p.m., criminal mischief in
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in the lobby of Coleman Residence Hall.

10:35 p.m., medical call from Clement
Residence Hall.

Feb. 12

12:15 a.m., accident without injuries
in the Z4-M parking lot.

6:20 a.m.., accident without injuries in
the Z2-D parking lot.

7:10 a.m., criminal mischief in Mur-
dough Residence Hall.

9:13 a.m., criminal mischief in the
73-B parking lot.

9:15 a.m., documentation of unwanted
Facebook comments.

5:36 p.m., breach of computer security
via Facebook and e-mail.

8:17 p.m., damage fo an unoccupied
vehicle in the C-11 parking lot.

Feb. 13

1:17 a.m., possession of marijuana
and drug paraphernalia in the Z5-C
parking lot.

Your Girlfriend Wants Me.

RoBert Lance

Jdeooelers

West Texas Largest Engagement Ring Store.

82nd & Slide*794-2938
www.robertlancejewelers.com

2:37 a.m., intoxicated individual
attempts to gain access to Weymouth
Residence Hall. :

4:59 a.m., criminal mischief in Wey-
mouth Residence Hall.

9:48 a.m., criminal mischief in Wey-
mouth Residence Hall.

4:33 p.m., accident without injuries in
the Z4-P parking lot.

6:41 p.m., odor of burned marijuana
in Coleman Residence Hall.

Feb. 14

12:04 a.m., possession of alcohol by a
minor in Weymouth Residence Hall.

6:59 a.m., criminal mischief toa vehicle
in the Flint Avenue Parking Garage.

8:27 a.m., criminal mischief in Wey-
mouth Residence Hall.

9:10 a.m., criminal mischief in Clem-
ent Residence Hall.

7:05 p.m., theft of a debit card at the
Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation
Center.

11:34 p.m., odor of burned marijuana
in Murdough Residence Hall.

Feb. 15

7:45 a.m., damaged property in thé™

C-10 parking lot.
10:35 a.m., theft of a textbook in

Intoxicated individual attempts to gain entry to Weymouth Residence Hall

Murdough Residence Hall.

10:55 a.m., criminal mischief to a
vehicle in the R-19 parking lot.

9:00 p.m., odor of burned marijuana
in Weymouth Residence Hall.

Feb. 16

1:54 a.m., criminal mischief in Mur-
dough Residence Hall.

12:55 p.m., theft of a purse from a
vehicle in the F-3 parking lot.

1:15 p.m., verbal altercation between
students in Stangel Residence Hall.

3:49 p.m., odor of buirned marijuana
in Murdough Residence Hall.

Feb. 17

12:12 a.m., public intoxication in
Knapp Residence Hall.

12:32 a.m., theft of an iPhone in the
library.

1:47 am., theft of a decorative rear
view mirror cover in the Z5-C parking

ot

2:48 a.m., criminal mischief in the
Athletic Dining Hall.

3:47 ‘a.m., criminal mischief in Wey-
mouth Residence Hall.

4:46 a.m., criminal mischief in Chit-
wood Residence Hall.
»-ralston.rollo@ttu.edu

Web site <

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Office of Communications and
Marketing is working in close collabora-
tion with the Information Technology
Division, Post said, to ensure the success
of the research and the redevelopment
project as a whole.

Zach Haskin, a sophomore Spanish
major from Wichita Falls, said Tech’s
Web site is designed designed and other
universities have much more user-friendly
Web sites and online application pro-

cesses, especially in terms of housing
applications.

Roland Zamarripa, a sophomore
pre-engineering major from Austin, said
navigation is the main problem with
Tech’s Web site.

“Sometimes, to avoid the hassle,
have to memorize the exact address of
things like Raiderlink,” he said.

Zamarripa said although the appear-
ance of Tech’s Web site appealed to him
while he was applying for admission, he
had difficulty finding degree programs and
certain university policies.
»»ralston.rollo@ttu.edu
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[talian TV chef

enjoys cat stew,
faces suspension

ROME (AP) — Italian state TV
has suspended a cooking show host who
shocked the nation by saying cat stew is a
Tuscan delicacy he swears he has enjoyed
many times.

RAI TV confirmed on Wednesday
that it had suspended Beppe Bigazzi, the
77-year-old host of a popular morning
program that offers food tips and recipes in
a country fiercely proud of its cuisine.

When his 27-year-old female co-host
looked stunned as Bigazzi said he has eaten
cat stew “many times,” the white-haired,
grandfather figure defended his tastes.

“Why, people maybe don't eat rabbit,
chicken, pigeon?” Bigazzi said. He could
have added horse meat, which many
butchers and supermarket meat depart-
thents stock.

“Who's not fat, kills the cat,” is how
Bigazzi began his lighthearted prattle
about cat stew.

Bigazzi claimed cat stew was a Tuscan
specialty near the Amo river valley, but
co-host Elisa Isoardi looked so embarrassed
she ducked behind a cart of fresh salad
greens whose healthy virtues the two were
supposed to be chatting about.

“Cat, soaked for three days in the run-
ning water of astream” in Tuscany “comes
out with its meat white, and I assure you
— I have eaten it many times — that it is
a delicacy,” Bigazzi continued.

His critics included Health Ministry
Undersecretary Francesca Martini.

“Cats are pets protected by law,” Mar-
tini noted, specifically against “cruelty,
maltreatment and abandonment.”

She lamented in a statement issued
by the Health Ministry that Bigazzi's ad-
vocating cat stew “hurts sensibility, which
is fortunately steadily growing, of citizens
toward animals.”

The director of the RAI channel
the show runs on, Mauro Mazza, called
the decision to suspend Bigazzi for an
unspecified amount of time as “painful
but inevitable.” A

Ash Wednesday Mass begins Lenten season

By HALLIE DAVIS
Sarr Writer

Facebook and candy would
seem to have nothing in common
with smoking and being angry, but
all are things some Texas Tech
students are giving up for the
next 40 days.

Ash Wednesday Mass was
hosted in the Student Union
Building on Wednesday for a
full house of students, said Greg
Ramzinski of the Catholic Stu-
dent Association, which hosted
the event.

Normal Mass is celebrated
every Wednesday in the SUB,
giving busy students the opportu-
nity to practice their religion on
campus, Ramsinski said. This was
a special service marking the start
of the Lenten season. The Mass is
conducted like a regular Catholic
Mass, with the addition of the
participants receiving ashes on
their foreheads from a Eucharistic
minister before communion.

Ash Wednesday begins Lent,
and is observed every year 40 days
before Easter, which is determined

by a complex method involving

the equinox and full moons,
Ramsinski said.

People observing Lent usually
sacrifice something important to
them, as well as meat on Fridays,
to spend more time with God.

Ramsinski is giving up music
in the car to increase his prayer
life. He said many students were
giving up sodas, TV and Fa-
cebook, and he thought most
would take it seriously and follow
through.

Cassie Coopwood, a junior
accounting and pre-nursing
major from Austin, is giving up
dessert and being angry. This was
her first Catholic Ash Wednes-
day Mass, and Coopwood said she
thought it was beautiful.

PHOTO BY RIANNON ROWLEY/The Daily Tmead;r

RENE PEREZ, A priest at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Lubbock, draws a cross with palm-leaf ashes on the forehead of Brian Prewitt, a graduate
student and altar server from Lubbock, during an Ash Wednesday service in the Matador Room of the Student Union Building. Ash Wednesday is
a Catholic holiday signifying the first day of Lent, the season leading up to Easter. :

Although Coopwood is in the
process of converting to Catholi-
cism, she participated in Lent
before, she said.

“I'm pretty good at giving up
dessert,” Coopwood said, “Not
being angry will be more of a chal-
lenge, but it’s a conscious choice.”

Some; however don’t share with
others what they are giving up.

“I choose not to tell people be-
cause I see it as personal sacrifice,”
said Andy Castillo, a senior archi-
tecture major from San Antonio.

Castillo, who holds the title
of Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion within the Catho-
lic Student Association, said he
believed most people would keep
up their Lent sacrifices, although

he knew it would be a struggle for
some.

Coopwood said she planned to
carry out her 40 days, and hoped
others would do the same.

“It is something serious,” Coop-
wood said. “It should bring you
closer to Christ.”

Students left the Mass with
ashes on their foreheads, ready to

undertake the next five-and-a-half
weeks.

Kelly Fitzgibbons, a CSA mem-
ber and a junior nursing major from
San Antonio, is giving up smoking
cigarettes.

“I’'m so ready,” Fitzgibbons
said, “It’s a good time to revamp
your lifestyle.”
»»-hallie.davis@ttu.edu
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Other countries could learn
from Western school system

onfucius once said, “Do

something you love and

you will never work a
day in your life.” If he had been
alive today, he would have been
bereaved to find that in today’s
fast-paced, scrambling-to-get-to-the-
top rat race-like business-oriented
world, this paradigm is a subject of
ridicule, much less something to be
followed.

In some Asian and European
countries, the burden to succeed
placed on young minds is very great.
Everything is relative. Dad says,
referring to his boss’ son, “Look at
Bosco, he’s got 99 percent and is
now preparing to major in electrical
engineering.” Mom interjects, “Look
at Gillian, our neighbor’s daughter.
She’s topped her class and is now
preparing to go to medical school.”
Both parents exclaim, “And what
about you, just 97 percent? What will
you do with your life now?”

This situation, although alien to
the West, is prevalent in many Asian
households. The two major special-
izations you could take up after high
school — where you majored in sci-

ence regardless of whether you were
any good at it — were engineering
and medicine. Period. Fields such
as arts, social sciences, commerce
and the like were considered to be
for fatuous people. The situation is
compounded by the fact children
face a staggering amount of stress at
school and even more when they get
back home.

Their solution: suicide.

The Journal of American Indian
Education at Arizona State Univer-
sity states, “Every one hour and 46
minutes somewhere in the United
States one young person takes his or
her life. According to (Centers for
Disease Control, 1995) Suicide is
now the third leading cause of death
of 15-24 year olds in the United
States. Every year almost 5,000 young
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people aged 10-24 years old take their
own lives (CDC, 1995).”
According to another statistic in
the Times of India, dated March 17
2008: an astounding 16 suicides a day
were recorded in 2006. This figure
does not do justice to the fact these
were the official, reported numbers.
A good deal of suicides go unreported

and it is reported for every suicide, -

there could be suicide attempts
ranging from anywhere between 20
and 100. S

The suicide notes from some of
those who killed themselves had
clues to what drove their tortured
souls to take the final plunge:

“I will come back as a ghost and
harass my teacher.”

“I cannot face my parents and my
friends after
failing this
exam.”

Parents
and educa-
tors have
a massive
influence
on a young
child’s deli-
cate mind.
Although
striving for
success and excellence, inher-
ently, is not fallacious reasoning; im-
posing your unfulfilled goals on your
children may in the long-term lead to
low self-esteem, dissatisfaction and
finally self-annihilation.

Thoreau once said, “The mass of
men lead lives of quiet desperation.”
This is utterly true when kids have
no say in what they are studying or
being able to chart a course for their
future. That being said, the educa-
tional system in Western countries
offers an abundant supply of choices
and opportunities to advance in fields
as diverse as fisheries and wildlife
conservation to criminology.

The number of resources for
research and development is also
plentiful, giving students an oppor-

- tunity to make breakthroughs that

could serve mankind better. Alumni
dedicated to their alma mater, busi-
ness tycoons interested in a particular
area of research or standing for a
cause, federal and state governments
donate bountifully to ameliorate
places of higher learning.

From a tender age, kids are
taught to stand for what they be-
lieve in and to be independent in
making decisions. Career develop-
ment resources also facilitate in
fostering a perfect match between
an individual’s skills and a profes-
sion or industry they would want
to get into.

Aptitude tests are commonplace
and demonstrate levels of profi-
ciency in diverse aspects of learned
and natural
skills, such
as quantita-

tive ability,
that may
come ‘in
handy in
the finan-
cial indus-
try or an
extroverted
personality
that may be

the stepping stone to an
excellent career in sales.

A student enrolled in these excel-
lent educational institutions would
not be faced with a dilemma of going
along with the crowd and choosing a
major that is the norm.

I believe educational systems the
world over have a lot to learn and
improve upon from the West, espe-
cially in the areas of aptitude testing
and preconceived notions of success
in certain careers. Like they say, strive
for excellence and not material suc-
cess in whatever you pursue. Success
is fleeting.

H Dsouza is a graduate finance
major from Mumbai, India.
»» alan.dsouza@tiu.edu

Judge deals setback to lawsuit
by former WA opinion editor

WASHINGTON (AP) — A fed-
eral judge has dealt a blow to a lawsuit
by the former opinion editor of The
Washington Times, who claims he was
unfairly dismissed.

Richard Miniter claims Times ex-
ecutives pressured him to attend a
Unification Church event and harassed
him when he refused to sign a fraudulent
document to help a manager. His lawsuit
alleges breach of contract, emotional
distress and damage to his reputation.

On Tuesday, U.S. District Judge
Ricardo M. Urbina denied Miniter’s
request to block the Times from trans-
ferring assets while the case is pending.
Urbina said Miniter failed to offer any
evidence that the Times intended to
hide assets.

He said Miniter also didn’t show he
was likely to win the case. In particular,
the judge faulted the former editor for
failing to submit a copy of the contract
he claims was breached.

Application Deadline: March 23, 2C

For more information and to apply for the 2010 President’s Congressional internship
Program please visit:

www.congressionalintern.ttu.edu

The Daily Toreador editorial board
would like to recognize the efforts
made by the executive officers of
the Texas Tech Student Govern-
ment Association to become more
transparent to students and provide
easier access to those interested in
the SGA.

Editor-in-Chief Kevin Cullen,
Managing Editor Alex Ybarra and
News Editor Jon Vanderlaan met
with SGA President Suzanne Wil-
liams and Internal Vice President
Sarah Saunders to discuss concerns
regarding the openness of the govern-
ing body of Tech students.

Williams and Saunders expressed
interest in learning more about laws
that cover governing bodies in Texas,
including the Texas Open Meetings
Act and the Texas Public Informa-
tion Act.

The executive branch of the
SGA always has shown a great will-
ingness to cooperate with The DT,
and showed it yet again by agreeing to
make some changes to comply with
the Open Meetings Act. In a further
act of good faith to be transparent

STAFF EDITORIAL

with students and the Tech community,
the officers are making plans to ensure
future members of the governing body
will be knowledgeable about the laws.

Anyone who wishes to view an
agenda of the student senate’s meetings
now can view the document 72 hours
before the meeting in the SGA office
on the third floor of the Student Union
Building. The officers also agreed to set
up arrangements for future Texas Public
Information Act requests from The DT
or the general public.

We believe the steps the SGA’s
executive officers have promised to
take not only show a dedication to
being open with their constituents,
but it also displays an acceptance of
responsibility well beyond the student
government level.

Asagoverning body that often deals
with student money, we believe this
responsibility is of utmost importance
and we are pleased the top officers in

the SGA agree.

B News Editor Jon Vanderlaan for
the editorial board
»»dailytoreador@tiu.edu

ild parties, beautiful

people and minimal

adult supervision.
This is why we all came to col-
lege, right?

Not exactly, although I am
sure some of our classmates would
agree with this. Spring is just
around the corner and it is going
to be difficult for some of us to
stay focused on our tasks as stu-
dents. The amusement park next
to the Robert H. Ewalt Student
Recreation Center will be opening
soon and students will start to put
their studies on the back burner. It
is important we do not forget our
main objective as students.

Going to college should be
about so much more than merely
passing classes. If you are someone
who takes the minimal number of
hours, only attend class for tests
and become ecstatic with a C,
I am afraid you may be wasting
your time. Unless you have a fam-
ily business waiting for you upon
graduation (or dropout) it will
probably be extremely difficult
for you to succeed in today's job
market.

Many universities nationwide
are reporting record enrollments.
I hope you didn’t think people
finally started thinking clearly and
began flocking to Texas Tech. The
truth is there are more and more
people pursuing college degrees
every year. The job markets in
every field are becoming increas-
ingly more competitive. Keep that
in mind when you start looking at

your resume or transcript. Odds
are there are thousands more who
look just like you on paper.

This is why it is important to
do what is necessary to differen-
tiate yourself from others who
may be competing for the same
job, internship, advanced degree,
‘etc. The great thing about a large
university such as Tech is the wide
variety of organizations, programs
and extracurricular activities stu-
dents can participate in to maxi-

if we confess our sins, He {Jesus
Christ} is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. ~ [ John 1:9
Suggested Daily Proverts
2116 - Pr. 15:2 » 2/16- Pr. 16:2 = 2/17 - Pr. 17:2
218 -Pr. 18:3 = 2118 - Pr. 18:2

sponsered by: Cheistia Facolty wrd Staff Sssoviation {CES&)

Organizations help
improve job chances

Travis
Ellington

mize their collegiate experience. All
of us should be involved with at least
one of these, if not more.

Greek life at Tech has a strong

. following, which is good for all those

involved. I know some fraternities
and sororities that are very active in
the community and do great work in
representing Tech with honor.

As for the underclassmen whose
biggest dream is to become a member
of that special fraternity or sorority,
don’t limit yourself to acceptance of
just one group. There are many other
organizations that might not be as
large as the fraternities or sororities
but are just as honorable in being
productive members of society.

We all should strive to seize every
opportunity we are given as students
of Tech. Employers want to see we
are capable of more than studying a
book and taking a test. Unless you
want to become a teacher, odds are
you will not use the majority of the
things you learn while in college.
What you do use are the skills you
developed while enrolled.

Being able to provide proof you are
capable of thought outside the class-
room is what the people who make the
hiring decisions want to see.

The tough part is getting the
interview to show them your intel-
lectual capacity. If the only thing on
your resume is you attended college
for five years and were an active
member of Greek life while main-
taining the required 2.5 GPA, what
have you really accomplished?

It is never too early to get in-
volved with an organization or
activity that may set you apart from
your peers. Grades are very impor-
tant but so are communication skills.
These can be enhanced greatly by
active participation in any of the
numerous opportunities Tech has
to offer.

E Ellington is a junior business
major from Midiand.
»» travis.ellington@ttu.edu
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THE 7-DAY WEEKEND. ..

... because Olympic hockey games won’t be playing all weekend

TODAY
Riverdance
®(Celebrate the one
month until St. Pat-
rick’s Day by channel-
ing your inner Irish
and checking out
Riverdance. You have
mocked it, but you're
secretly dying to see
the real thing. It’s the
Farewell tour, so this is
your last chance to see
_ the show you meant to

see in 2000.
- WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: City Bank
Auditorium

COST: $25 to $45

Red Raider Classic
Baseball Tournament
*Get your heckling skills
reacly as Texas Tech's base-
ball season begins. They
are hoping to surprise
Big 12 coaches and prove
their last-place ranking
wrong. Tommy Tuberville
will make his first public
appearance on a lech
athletic field when the
throws out the first pitch.
WHEN: All day
WHERE: Dan Law
Field
COST: Free with stu-
dent ID

FRIDAY ~SATURDAY
Sibling Weekend 2010
eShe stole your Barbie
and he tore its head off,
but you've come to for-
give your little sister and
brother. Enjoy having a
little bit of home with you
this weekend as Tech plans
for some sibling and school
bonding. You'll get to take
your siblings to the men’s
basketball game against
Texas on Saturday.

WHEN: Starts 3 p.m. Fri-
day

WHERE: Various Loca-
tions

COST: $45 per participant

- WHERE:

dent ID

SUNDAY
Texas Tech Women’s

Basketball

vs. Kansas
* Think pink, cheer for
~redand black. Put on your
~ best pink top, and put
_ off your homework for a
few more hours. Support
_ breast cancer awareness
and the Lady Raiders
as thf:y take on Kansas

in anmhe; cenfe rence

Spirit Arena
- COST: Free with stu-

Wall

WHEN: Noon
Unxted

Recreation Center
COST: Free

West Hollywood

moves to ban
dog, cat sales

WEST HOLLYWOOD, Calif.
(AP) — The vote to ban the sale of
dogs and cats in this famously liberal
enclave will likely have more bark than
bite, since no pet stores in the city cur-
rently sell animals.

But officials hope that Tuesday’s
unanimous city council vote will be
seen beyond West Hollywood as a
symbolic stand against puppy mills and
kitten factories.

“You have to start somewhere,” said
Michael Haibach, deputy to Council-
man Jeffrey Prang, who sponsored the
legislation. “The more people who
jump on the bandwagon the better.”

This famously quirky city has a
reputation as a trailblazer in animal
welfare rights.

It became the first city in the coun-
try to prohibit cat declawing in 2003, a
measure that has since spread to dozens
of other cities, including Los Angeles.
Another West Hollywood ordinance
officially terms pets as “companion ani-
mals” and gives their “guardians”alocal
tax deduction for pet adoption fees.

Since the pet sales ordinance was
introduced earlier this month, the city
has received dozens of inquiries from
other municipalities across the country
interested in replicating it, Haibach
said. Some information requests came
from Europe, he said.

Pet shops would only be permitted
to offer animals from shelters for sale
once West Hollywood’s ordinance
goes into effect in September. South
Lake Tahoe adopted a similar ban
last year.

Alcohol <

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Somehow it protects your
heart against heart disease,”
Syapin said. “We aren’t sure why
that is, but it seems like at those
lower levels of alcohol, it in-
creases the defense mechanisms
in your heart. Those lower levels
of consumption can be benefi-
cial, but if you start going higher

to what an alcoholic drinks, it.

can be bad.”

When alcohol reaches the
brain, an antidiuretic hormone
is affected, causing the kidneys
to produce more urine. This hor-
mone makes the kidneys retain
water and the alcohol blocks
the release of this from the brain
causing a person to urinate more,
he said.

“You drink and you pee more,
in addition to the fact that you're
drinking a fluid, there’s an addi-
tional component,” Syapin said.

The liver serves as a filter
system for blood in the body,
Stewart said. It also manufactures
bile and keeps blood sugar levels
constant. Drinking regularly can
cause a fatty liver, but the condi-
tion can go away if the person
stops drinking, Syapin said.

“It takes a while for'alcohol
to pass through the blood and
prolonged drinking can cause cir-
rhosis of the liver and it doesn’t
let it function as it is supposed to
and can cause long-term medical
problems,” Stewart said.

Everyone’s alcohol tolerance
differs, causing the effects on
people to be different, he said.

“Some people get drunk off
of one beer and some can drink
a six-pack and not be drunk,”
Stewart said. “It all depends on
their body build up.”
»»alexandra.pedrini@ttu.edu

BARCELONA, Spain (AP)
— If you've got a car and a bicycle,
do you need a motorcycle too?
Wireless carriers are betting that
you do. They’re making a big push
this year for the motorcycles of the
gadget world: devices that are big-
ger than a phone but smaller than
a laptop.

The most famous entrant in the
category is Apple Inc.’s iPad, which
comes out next month. But many
other manufacturers are crowding
into the niche, and were planning
to do so even before Apple’s an-
nouncement in January.

Some of them are making key-
board-less “tablet” computers in the
vein of the iPad. Others are making
small laptop-like things known as
“smartbooks” that will sell for a few
hundred dollars.

Hewlett-Packard Co. showed
its first smartbook this week in Bar-
celona at Mobile World Congress,
the world’s largest cell phone trade
show. At first glance, HP’s Compaq
AirLife 100 looks just like a net-
book — a small laptop — but the
inner workings are quite different.

Rather. than using' Microsoft
Corp.’s Windows software, the
smartbook runs Android, which
Google Inc. created for mobile

devices and gives away for free. Rather
than using a computer processor
from Intel Corp. or Advanced Micro
Devices Inc., the AirLife uses a chip
from Qualcomm Inc. that has cell
phone heritage.

The AirLife works somewhat like
a cell phone as well: It’s ready to use
as soon as you flip the lid open. Like
a phone, it receives your e-mail even
when it’s in standby mode with the lid
closed. Because the Qualcomm chip
uses a lot less power than a PC chip,
HP says the AirLife can be used for 12
hours between charging.

Smartbooks are like cell phones in
another way: Wireless carriers will sell
them. Spain’s Telefonica will sell the
AirLife in Europe and Latin America
sometime this spring. There are no
plans for a U.S. launch, but HP com-
petitor Lenovo Group has revealed
a very similar device, the Skylight,
which AT&T Inc. will carry in the
U.S. (AT&T will also provide wireless
broadband service for the iPad.)

The carriers will sell smartbooks
because the devices have built-in
modems for Internet access on cel-
lular networks. That means they’ll
usually come with a monthly service
fee, in exchange for which carriers will
subsidize the purchase prices, perhaps
in the $200 to $400 range. (AT&T

Showplace 6 Movie Theatre
$2 For Tech Students!!

- 6707 S. University
N 806-745-3636

=3 Check Out
“ www.showplace6lubbock.com
For movie times and online tickets
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Tablets, smartbooks aim to fill PC phone gap

and Telefonica have not announced
their prices yet.)

Dell Inc. is using the same tech-
nology — Android software running
on a Qualcomm chip — for a tablet
computer with a touch screen that is
5 inches on the diagonal. An iPhone
screen,is 3.5 inches, so the Mini 5 is
reminiscent of a big iPhone. It’s set
to be released in the U.S. later this
year.

Freescale Semiconductor Inc. was
at the show to demonstrate the types
of “in-between” devices that can be
made using its chips, including a pro-
totype tablet that slides into a docking
station with a keyboard. It also showed
the “Qoog,” a French tablet designed
to show recipes in the kitchen, for
things like “les cupcakes.”

“There’s definitely a space between
handsets and laptops, and I think it’s
great for us that Apple has validated
that space, as well as HP,” said Frees-
cale spokesman Steve Sperle.

Chip maker Nvidia Corp. brought
six tablets and two smartbooks run-
ning its chips. They’re made by
Asian manufacturers that are largely
unknown to the public, and the idea is
that they’ll be sold by wireless carriers,
said spokesman Shawn Adamek.

MONDAY
Bouldering at the Rock

®Some boots were made
for walking; others reach
greater heights. Put your
climbing shoes on and belay
your way into Body and
Soul Week on 53 feet of
one of the best rock walls
in Texas. You can even take
home a free T-shirt souvenir
toremember your conquest.
Just don'’t look down.

WHERE: Rock wall at the
Robert H. Ewalt Student

TUESDAY
Magnetic Street
Signs
e You've been eyeing
that street sign be
tween 68th and 70th
for some time now. So,
if you missed the poster
sale or your walls are
still bare, come by and
make your own street
sign. There’s not even
a risk of being caught
by the police.
WHEN: 11 a.m.
WHERE: Student
Union Building West
" Basement

COST: Free

WEDNESDAY

Ice Skating
*Were you inspired
by the figure skating
pairs? Is your idol Apo-
lo Ohno!? Do you want
to try your hand at
skating but absolutely
hate the cold? TAB is
bringing ice skating
to the SUB with an
artificial rink, and you
don’t event need to
bring skates.
WHEN: 3 p.m.
WHERE: Student
Union Red Raider
Ballroom .
COST: Free

A

Have an event you want people to know about?
E-mail details to dailytoreador@ttu.edu.

J KEI'TTE™S

82nd & Quaker | jkeithjewelry.com
806.791.0092

LARGEST SELECTION OF
BRIDAL & ENGAGEMENT JEWELRY
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Tech women’s golf utilizing time off

By JOSE RODRIGUEZ

Starr Writer

Two-and-a-half weeks sepa-
rate the Texas Tech women'’s golf
team and its next opportunity
to play.

So the team isn’t wasting any
time on the golf course, consid-
ering the players had limited
practice time before the recent
Lady Puerto Rico Classic in
Puerto Rico, where Tech finished
ninth.

Tech assistant coach John
Cleary said the team will get
some more repetitions in com-
ing weeks prior to next month’s
tournament.

“We played well for our first
tournament without a whole lot
of practice,” he said. “It was good
to get off to a pretty decent start.
We’re going to get some good
practice in these next couple of
weeks. The weather looks good,
we're getting on the course a
lot.”

The problem is the Lady
Raider only have played in one
tourney so far. Up next for Tech
is the UNLV Spring Invitational,
which begins March 8 in Las Ve-
gas. Tech has five tourneys before
the Big 12 Championships in
April, including the Lady Puerto
Rico Classic.

But the team’s ninth-place
finish in Puerto Rico left play-
ers with some areas to‘imprové.
Freshman Gabby Dominguez said
players are working on improving
their games in many aspects.

“A lot of things, especially
short game,” she said. “I know a
lot of us missed a few shots out
there that we could’ve made up.
We could’ve done a lot better.”

However, this 'year’s result
shows signs of progress under
Tech coach JoJo Robertson’s first
year at the helm.

The team finished 15th out
of 16 teams last year in this same
tourney last year and was within
range of finishing in the top six

TEXAS TECH’S DEBORAH de Villa and the Lady Raiders do not participate in a tournament until March

8 in the UNLV Spring Invitational in Las Vegas.

last week. Alex Gibson made the
biggest push for Tech, moving
up 15 spots into 24th place by
scoring a 73 in the final round
of the tourney.

But Cleary said it’ was the
short game that prevented her
from placing any higher.

“She played real well the last
two rounds,” he said. “She strug-
gled a little bit in the first round
with putting. The last round she
really hung in there, made some
birdies near the end of her round
and just played real solid.”

But the younger players, such
as freshman Kim Kaufman, also

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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1 One might read
“Mom,” for short

4 Core training
muscles

7 Old jet set jet,

briefly

10 “Cheers”
bartender

13 Green opening
14 Pained

expression
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Abbr.
18 Dye, usually

19 Docile

20 Do a cobbler’s
work

22 *In the
netherworld

24 Think the world of
25 Pocket protector
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26 Clinton was one
27 Ginormous
29 Lets out, maybe
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30 Some defensive

By Damon J. Gulczynski
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realize how close they were to
earning a spot in the top half.

“It was definitely an im-
provement from last year,”
Kaufman said. “One shot away
from sixth which is pretty

REMAINING SCHEDULE

3/8 - 3/10

UNLYV Spring Invitational
3/15 - 3/17

B-12 North Invitational
3/26 - 3/27

Mountain View Invitational
4/12 - 4/13

Baylor Invitational
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MARANA, Ariz. (AP) — With-
out even showing up, Tiger Woods’
prints were all over the Match Play
Championship.

Word that Woods was going
to speak publicly for the first time
Friday dominated the conversation
Wednesday, even as 32 matches were
being played across the high desert
on Dove Mountain.

The day ended with Ross
McGowan — who only got into the
64-man field because Woods isn’t

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP)
— Pitcher Wandy Rodriguez has
gone to a salary arbitration hearing
against the Houston Astros, asking
to be paid $7 million this year in-
stead of the team’s $5 million offer.

The 31-year-old left-hander was
14-12 last season with a 3.02 ERA,
ninth in the NL among qualifiers.
He struck out a career high 193, also
ninth, and made $2.65 million. His
192 hits allowed also were a career
high and 21 homers allowed were
one shy of his worst.

Arbitrators Richard Bloch, Eliza-
beth Neumeier and Fredric Horowitz
were expected to issue a decision

FILE PHOTO/The Daily Toreador

DALLAS (AP) — Houston
women’s basketball coach Joe Curl
has been released from a Dallas hos-

: pltal four days after he was admitted
" with chest pains.

A school spokesman says the
55-year-old coach was on his way
back to Houston on Wednesday, but
there was no timetable for his return

heart-breaking. I think we're
off to a decent start.”
Robertson was not in Lub-
bock Wednesday and was not
available to comment. :
»»-jose.l.rodriguez@ttu.edu

Las Vegas ARLINGTON (AP) — Dallas
Cowboys vice president Stephen
Jones says the team doesn’t plan to
spend wildly on free agents if the
NEL has no salary cap in 2010.
Jones said Wednesday the Cow-
boys agreed to expensive, long-
term deals with the likes of Tony
Romo ‘and linebacker DeMarcus
Ware to keep them off the market

Florence, Ariz.
Tucson, Ariz.

Waco

WHERE
YOU SLEEP
IS WHERE
YOU’RE

in a year when teams might have
no limit on spending.

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.
(AP) — NASCAR wanted more
positive coverage from its televi-
sion partners, and Fox Sports
seemingly delivered with its best
cheerleading effort in years dur-
ing the Daytona 500..

Announcers Mike Joy, Larry
McReynolds and Darrell Waltrip
gushed Sunday about all the on-

Top seed ousted in 1st round for second time

playing — becoming only the second
player in the 12-year history of the
event to knock out the No. 1 seed in
the opening round:

McGowan rolled in a 30-foot par
putt on the 19th hole to beat Steve
Stricker, who was coming off a vic-
tory at Riviera and was the top seed
in Woods’ absence.

Stricker, the top seed by default
because of Woods’ indefinite break
from golf, was the only player among
the top four seeds to lose.
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Rodriguez, Astros go to arbitration hearing

Thursday, a day after hearing the
case.

Players and owners have split
four cases decided thus far, with
Milwaukee outfielder Corey Hart
($4.8 million) and Florida out-
fielder Cody Ross ($4.45 million)
winning, and Tampa Bay outfielder
B.J. Upton ($3 million) and Wash-
ington reliever Brian Bruney ($1.5
million) losing.

Four more players are scheduled
for hearings this week: Los Angeles
Angels shortstop Erick Aybar and
catcher Jeff Mathis; Washington
left-hander Sean Burnett; and Chi-
cago Cubs shortstop Ryan Theriot.

$00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Houston women’s basketball coach out of hospital

to the bench. Curl missed the 2007-
08 season because of a heart attack.

Assistant coach Wade Scott
replaced Curl in Houston’s 73-67
victory against SMU on Sunday.
Houston plays at Southern Missis-
sippi on Thursday night.

Curl is in his 12th season as
Houston’s head coach.

$00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Stephen Jones: Cowboys don’t plan to spend wildly

Because of the money tied
up in those deals, Jones says the
Cowboys aren’t interested in a
spending spree. He also said they
don’t see a need for major changes
after their first playoff win in 13
years.

The NFL will play without a
salary cap next season unless a new
labor deal is reached. The current
collective bargaining agreement
expires in March 2011.

$0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000

NASCAR’S TV partners offer more positive coverage

delay.

The stands, parking lot and
traffic on Speedway Boulevard
said otherwise.

“You've got to give a thumbs
up to everyone involved,”
McReynolds said after the sec-
ond delay.

The coverage probably got
a thumbs up from NASCAR,
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Cmbuds Office

A safe place for students & staff
to bring concerns.

Browning Artist-in-Residence

Works by:

Ha dn Fauré, Liszt, Gershwin
Saturdag, Fcb 27 at 8 p-m.

Hemmle Recital Hall
18th St. & Boston Ave.
ADMISSION FREE
“a formidable pianist” - N.Y. Times, 2006

It’s easy. It’s safe. It’s good for our community.
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Tech men’s golf taking hot start in stride

By ADAM COLEMAN
Srorts Enitor

After two tournaments to be-
gin the spring season, coach Greg
Sands knows his team has yet to
reach its potential.

But any way he analyzes it, the
Texas Tech men’s golf team still
is winning.

“It’s hard to explain,” said
Sands, whose squad is coming off
a second consecutive win at the
UTSA Invitational Tuesday. “It’s
like when you’re running a race
against some really good runners,
you may finish third or fourth and
run your best race. Then you may
line up against some other guys,
thinking I don’t have to really run
my best race to win.

“I didn’t think we were quite
as sharp as I've seen but then
again, we had some pretty big
things happen like Tyler (We-
worski) shooting a 66 and guys
stepping up and rising to the
occasion.”

The Red Raiders do not have

much to wor-
ry about now
that the first
big break of
the spring
season has ar-
rived.
After
the first two
tourneys of the
spring, Tech is in a good spot —
the Red Raiders have a seventh-
place finish in the Mauna Lani
Invitational and a first-place

SANDS

.finish in the UTSA Invitational,

which ended Tuesday.

Tech escaped the UTSA Invi-
tational with the win, edging out
Southeastern Louisiana State by
two strokes.

Additionally, Tech sits at No.
11 in the nation, according to the
golfweek.com rankings.

But just when Tech starts to
get rolling, the Red Raiders have
to wait until March to get back
out on a course.

The Southern Highlands Invi-
tational starts March 12 and ends

March 14 in Las Vegas, giving
Tech 22 days to practice, among
ether things.

The first two tourneys also
have given some inexperienced

to skip it with a sudden course
change.

Sands said the weeks off also
will be used for golfers to catch
up on academics. Players were off

guys a platform Wednesday,

to perform, but will be

most notably 7 > . back on the

Weworski. 77]@7" €s some tbl ngS course Thurs-
The soph- day.

omore, who t/]ﬂt_yO% mﬂy not The po-

had never
played in
a .tourney
before this
spring, shot

a 79 at the - ney comes
Mauna Lani owin. «% ar onnds
Invitational s Sands said.

in Hawaii, “The re-

but notched

feel like youve got
you're A-game and
youve got find a way

' GREG SANDS

tential of the
team could
be revealed
when the
next tout-

ality is, it

b GOLF COACH i

a career-best TEXAS TECH doesn’t mat-
l-under 70 ter how you
in the UTSA prepare,” he
Invitational. said. “There’s

Sands said the Red Raid-
ers were going to compete in a
tournament in Austin before the
one in Las Vegas, but Tech opted

some things that you may not feel
like you’ve got you’re A-game and
you've got to find a way to win.”
»»-adam.coleman@ttu.edu

Accused coach shooter’s mom says son had delusions

ALLISON, Iowa (AP) — The
mother of a former football player
accused of fatally shooting his high
school coach testified Wednesday
that her son suffered from severe
bouts of depression and occasionally
violent episodes.

Joan Becker said her son, Mark
Becker, was hospitalized for mental
issues three times before he was ac-
cused of gunning down Aplington-
Parkersburg coach Ed Thomas in
June. :

The first episode, in September
2008, began when Mark Becker
began calling her “horrible, hor-
rible names” and threatened to kill
himself, she said.

“There was lots of swearing,
which he did not ever do in front of
me,” Joan Becker said. “It went on
for hours and hours. He kept asking,
can’t you see, can't you see!

“He thought he was being turned
into our coon dog, Chief. Just ex-
treme, bizarre behavior.”

Becker, 24, is charged with
first-degree murder in the death of
Thomas and has pleaded not guilty
by reason of insanity. His attorneys
have said that they will try to show
he is a paranoid schizophrenic
who had not taken his prescribed
medication the night before the

shooting.

Assistant Iowa Attorney Gen-
eral Andy Prosser asked Joan Becker
whether her son’s apparent delu-
sions ever focused on Thomas. Joan
Becker said that during the first
episode, Mark Becker tore down a
poster of Thomas in his brother’s
room. Later, she said during an
episode that Mark Becker claimed
Thomas was in his room and try-
ing to sexually assault him. There
has been no suggestion that any of
what Mark Becker said during the
episodes his mother described on
Wednesday ever took place.

“He said ‘Coach Thomas is
behind me, get him off me, he’s
raping me,” Joan Becker said. “He
would refer to it during episodes,
(saying) ‘Get them off me, get them
off me.”

The Thomas and Becker families
attend the same church. Joan Becker
said after high school, Mark Becker
only interacted with Thomas “in
passing” at church.

The most recent time Becker
was hospitalized came after he
threatened a Cedar Falls man and
damaged his garage, then led police
on a high-speed chase on June 20.

Joan Becker said she wasn’t able
to reach a mental health counselor

when her son was released from the
Waterloo hospital the night before
the June 24 shooting.

Defense attorneys on Wednes-
day showed a videotape of Mark
Becker in a Butler County sheriff’s
office interrogation room after the
June 20 chase. Becker is shown in
the video sitting for more than an
hour and only speaking for a few
minutes.

“What did you do to me, God?”
Becker said on the video.

Without specifying who he was
talking about, Becker said “He’s
forcing me to be evil and I'm not.
1 work for God, I don’t work for
Satan.”

Some of the comments Becker
made to Butler County Sheriff Jason
Johnson in the video were similar
to those he made after the shooting
four days later, when he told police
he shot Thomas “for you cops.”

“I want to work with you,”
Becker said to Johnson in the video.
“Everyone’s hypnotized right now.
None of it’s real.”

Johnson responded: “This part’s
real.”

In a controlled voice, Joan
Becker described her son’s descent
from an outgoing child to a severely
depressed and withdrawn college

student who didn’t recognize his
parents during his episodes. While
testifying about his change in per- .
sonality, she looked at her son and
gave a tight smile that lasted several
seconds.

She said her son suffered a"
second episode in November 2008, - -
when he was arrested after a fight.
Joan Becker said she picked him up
from jail and was driving him home
when he began to shout at her,
grabbed for the steering wheel and
broke her cell phone in half. She
forced him to get out of the car.

“He showed up at the house,
apologizing, crying, saying ‘It wasn’t
me, it wasn’t me, Mom,”” Joan
Becker said. “He explained to us
that in these episodes, he would
be up in the air and he would look
down at his body and have no con-
trol over it.”

Dr.. Mark Lassise, a Mason City
psychiatrist who treated Becker in
September 2008 and November
2008, said Becker experienced
intense hallucinations that seemed
to worsen between episodes.

“Mark felt he was receiving tele-
pathic messages,” Lassise said. “He
was mad at his parents, [ think he
felt like he was receiving messages
from them.”
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Griner lifts Baylor
over Lady Raiders

""PHOTO BY DANIEL CERNERO/The Lariat

GUARD CHAYNNA BROWN goes up for a shot against Baylor during
the Lady Raiders’ 65-48 loss Wednesday in Waco.

WACO (AP) — Brittney Griner
scored 19 points and grabbed 10
rebounds to help No. 18 Baylor beat
Texas Tech 65-48 on Wednesday
night.

Ashley Field added 13 points
and 10 rebounds for Baylor (18-7,
5-6 Big 12).

Ashlée Roberson scored 12 points
and grabbed 10 rebounds for Texas
Tech (15-10, 3-8). Jordan Barncastle
had 11 points and Chynna Brown

scored 10.

With the game tied at 8, Baylor
went on a 21-4 run to take a 29-12
lead with 6:37 left. Griner went to
the bench with two fouls midway
through the run and didn’t play the
remainder of the half.

After Texas Tech picked up its
11th foul of the first half, coach

Kristy Curry was whistled for a
technical foul while walking away
after talking to an official. Field then
hit four consecutive free throws for a
33-14 Baylor lead.

Griner didn’t play the final 8:15
of the first half after picking up her
second foul. Without her, Baylor
outscored Texas Tech 18-11 the rest
of the period. With 7:30 remaining,
Baylor had 21 rebounds to Texas
Tech’s five, and the Red Raiders
were shooting 16 percent from the
field. Texas Tech finished the game
shooting 32 percent and made just 9
of its 18 free throws.

Griner, who is second in the
country in blocked shots with 6.2
a game, had just one. She blocked
a layup attempt by Barncastle with
16:22 left in the game.

Shani Davis wins gold in speedskating

RICHMOND, British Columbia
(AP) — This time all that mattered
was the color of the medal, not the
color of his skin.

With a furious kick on the final
lap Wednesday, Shani Davis stuck
his skate across the line and won
his second straight gold medal in
1,000-metér Olympic speedskating.

Four years ago at Turin, he became
the first African-American athlete to
win an individual gold at the Winter
Games. This time, he simply wanted
to be known for his skating. Period.

“It’s always nice to go out there

and do it again,” Davis said.

The Americansbroke their medal
drought at the Richmond Olympic
Oval with a flourish, claiming not
just one but two spots on the podium.
Chad Hedrick, the Spring, Texas
resident who won three medals at
the 2006 games, claimed a surprising
bronze.

Davis swung both arms twice on
the final backstretch, knowing he
needed a little more speed to catch
South Korea's Mo Tae-bum. The
American found just enough, posting
a time of 1 minute, 8.94 seconds.
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TUTORS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

UNFURNISHED _UNFURNISHED _MISCELLANEOUS

EDUCATION MAJORS

Need motivating, organized, high school age tutor
to help in all subjects. Part-time Monday-Thursday,
$8+. Apply LbbColleenButler@aol.com or fax 806-
748-7830.

MATH 1320, 1330, 1331. 20 yrs. exp. Masters De-
gree. $40/hr. Mrs. Bobby McElroy 806-745-8373.

VIOLIN, VIOLA & PIANO LESSONS. Near Tech.
Call: (806) 317-0042.

HELP WANTED

2405 AKRON - 1BR/1BA dollhouse. Central H/A,
WID connection, fenced yard. $550. Castle Prop-
erty Management. 783-3040.

50TH STREET CABOOSE

Sports Bar hiring: servers, bartenders, hosts.
Wednesday college night. $1.50 wells, 1/2 price ap-
petizers. 5027 50th. 796-2240.

CHAPARRAL JET Center (2201 East Jamestown)-
needs Aircraft Refuelers. Weekends and maybe 2
weeknights.

COME MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Now hiring part-time teachers for after school pro-
gram. Must be able to work everyday by 2p.m.
Please apply in person at Achievers Learning Cen-
ter, 4539-34th. No phone calls please.

COPPER CABOOSE

Hiring bartenders, cocktails for Texas' Hold’Em
Tournaments.  Tuesday/Thursday/Sunday 7pm.
56th & Ave Q. 744-0183.

EARN EXTRA money. Students needed ASAP.
Earn up to $150 per day being a Mystery Shopper.
No experience required. Call 1-800-722-4791.

FIREHOUSE GRILL and Bar in the De-
pot is now hirng wait staff. Apply in
person. 1719 Buddy Holly Ave.

[AUNCHING GRASS Roots leaming program.
Need computer and creative video abilities. 5-10
hours per week for 3 months. Bonus when fin-
ished. 806-239-5831.

MANAGEMENT TRAINEE seeking an individual to
learn my business. Busy executive of an interna-
tional publicly owned company is seeking three in-
dividuals to leam the business. Must be able fo fol-
low directions and have complete integrity. For a
personal interview please email resume to
jeordona@ailifetx.com or fax 806-853-8633.
http:/iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=HBfgnnMb9-M
http://www.torchmarkcorp.com

NOW HIRING waitstaff and delivery drivers at Or-
lando’s Italian Restaurants. Waitstaff must be able
to work some weekday lunches. Experience pre-
ferred and TABC certification a plus. Delivery
drivers average $10+ up to $20 an hour with flexi-
ble schedules. Waitstaff apply in person at 6351 In-
diana. Drivers apply in person at 2402 Avenue Q.

PART-TIME caregiver for autistic boy and sister.
$10/hour. Must drive. Call 241-7328.

PART-TIME evening housekeepers. Apply at 5127
34th St. No phone calls. Ask for Bill.

PART-TIME position available in busy counseling
office. Must be energetic, fast-paced and able to
multi-task. Must have excellent typing skills. Psy-
chology/law or related field preferred. Please fax re-
sume to 806-767-9045 or bring resume to #19
Briercroft Office Park, Lubbock, Tx 79412.

POOR AND PALE?
Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Ap-
ply online www.GETASUPERTAN.com
or 4 locations 82nd & Slide, 4th &
Slide, 82nd & lola and 82nd & Univer-
sity.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM

Paid survey takers needed in Lubbock. 100% free
to join. Click on Surveys.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
Fun Valley Family Resort, South Fork, Colorado.
Needs students for all type jobs: kitchen, dining
room, housekeeping, stores, maintenance, horse
wrangler, office & other. Salary/ room & board/
bonus. For information & application write to:
Student Personnel Director, 6315 Westover Drive,
Granbury TX 76049. Or call 1.800.548.1684 or
e-mail: rafain@sheglobal.net

TEXAS BOYS RANCH

is hiring weekend relief staff. Training provided dur-
ing the week. Call 747-3187.

THE RANCH at Dove Tree, an addiction treatment
facility, is seeking full-time or part-time direct care
workers (Techs) o work evenings and nights. Ben-
efits (health insurance and vacation) available for
full-time positions (32-40 hours/week). Please con-
tact John Gabel or Doug Spearman at 806-746-
6777.

THREE DOGS PUB

Coming Soon! Now hiring wait staff, bartenders,
and hostesses. Applications available at 9806
Quaker Ave. Lubbock 10am - 3pm Monday-Friday.

* (806) 785
www.ZF9.com

1712B 23RD - New 2/2/2. Central H/A, W/D con-
nection, fenced yard, rear entry garage. $795. Cas-
tle Property Management. 783-3040.

$1100, LAWN kept. Low bills. 2 bedroom, 2 bath.
Den. 2200 sq. ft. Quality home. Meticulously re-
stored. Marble windowsills. Hardwood woodwork.
Near Tech and Lubbock High. Washer/dryer fur-
nished. 2223 18th. No pets. 765-7182.

$525. QUALITY brick apartment. 625 sf. 2201 16th
Rear, over garage of magnificent home. Wash-
erfdryer furnished. Corner lot. Shady brick street
with ornamental street lights. Central H/A. Quiet,
spotless. Water paid. $300 deposit. No. pets. 765-
7182.

1806 C 20th - 1BR/1BA rear house close to Tech.
$395. Castle Property Management. 783-3040.

2013 43RD - 2BR/1BA Central H/A, W/D connec-
tion, fenced yard. $595. Castle Property Manage-
ment. 783-3040.

2310 32ND - 2BR/1BA Central H/A, W/D connec-
tion. $675. Castle Property Management. 783-3040.

2604 37TH - 3BR/2BA dollhouse. New carpet and
paint, W/D connection, large fenced yard. $795.
Castle Property Management. 783-3040.

306 A North Chicagé - 3/3/2 duplex in great area..

$795. Castle Property Management. 783-3040.

5834 B 7th. 3/2/2. Security gate, W/D connections,
near campus. $795. Castle Property Management.
783-3040. g

AFFORDABLE
Move in today. Newly remodeled 2 bedroom brick
home with 1 full bath. Close to campus on 26th.
New appliances plus washer/dryer. Hardwood
floors. Large living/dining rooms. Security system.

. Private parking. $500 monthly. Short lease avail-

able. To view see Ann or BJ at 4211-34th, 795-
2011.

APRIL. 2 bed, 1 bath. Separate dining, large living,
large yard, storage shed. Covered parking, alarm
system, hardwood floors. 2213 32nd. Close to
Tech. $795, $500 deposit. 806-790-5865.

AVAILABLE MARCH 1: Lovely 2/2/2 brick home.
Near 66th & Memphis. Nice appliances with wash-
er/dryer. $755 monthly. Lease now til August.
Come by 4211 34th. 795-2011.

AVAILABLE MARCH 1st: Large one bedroom
house. 10 blocks off campus. Nice appliances.
Washer/dryer. Private parking. $350 monthly. See
Ann for appointment to view. Come by 4211-34th.
795-2011.

AVAILABLE NOW

All sizes! Houses and duplexes. Visit
www.lubbock4rent.com. WestMark Property
Management. 252-2162.

DOWNTOWN LOFT Apartment. 1600 sq. ft. Two
bedroom, two bath. $950/month. 512-757-7577.

GREAT MOVE in specials. 3/2 two story house.
Hardwood floors. One block from campus. 2432
21st. $825/$500. 787-2323, 544-3600.

1619 UNIVERSITY - New, All bills paid. Farm-
house studio apartment. 2BR/2BA across from
campus. $900. Castle Property Management. 783-
3040.

GREAT MOVE in specials. 3/2 two story house.
Central H/A, hardwood floors, two living areas.
2310 28th. $875/month, $500/deposit. 787-2323,
544-3600.

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Bear Flats: 4204 17th. Loft style one bedroom.
Metal ceilings, stucco walls. Washer/dryer connec-
tions. Exterior: Stucco, iron rails, metal roof. Vir-
tual tour @ www.lubbockapartments.comfjti 792-
0828. Pet friendly. Leasing and pre-leasing now!

LYNNWOOD TOWNHOMES. Pre-leasing 2, 3, & 4
master bedroom suite homes. Garages. Free cable
and Internet. Immediate move-in. On Tech bus
route. 785-7772. Visit our web site at www.yn-
nwoodtownhomes.com.

ST. FRANCIS VILLAGE

Huge 2 bedroom / 2 bath apartments available
now, so large you will never see your roommates.
4110 17th. 792-0828. Virtual tour @ www.lubbocka-
partments.comfjti. Pet- friendly. Leasing and pre-
leasing now!

STUDENT SPECIAL.
Affordable housing. Close to campus. 1 bedroom
duplex, bills paid. 2 bedroom mobilehomes. $250

security deposit. 806-795-0040, 806-786-8711.

FOR SALE

3 BEDROOM 2 bath, 2 living areas. 700 sq. ft. unit
in back, separate utlities. 3122 21st. $230,000. 512-
392-6751.

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus expense. Non-smoker, ages
SAT>1100, ACT>24, GPA>3.0. Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

BROADWAY BEVERAGE
1713 East Broadway, 744-4542. All your liquor and
beer needs. 10 minutes east from campus on
Broadway. Don't forget discount with student ID.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

ROOMMATES

FFEMALE ROOMMATE needed asap. 3/1 home.
$300/deposit, $500/month. Lease or month to
month. W/D, cable, Internet. Air bills paid. Call 254-
717-0877.

NEED RESPONSIBLE female rooﬁzmate for new 3
bedroom home in safe neighborhood. Close to
Tech. $395/month. 790-0713, 773-6639.

SERIOUS ROOMMATE wanted. Female to com-
plete lease in nice, large 2 bedroom home. 12
blocks off campus. Washer/dryer. Private fenced
yard. Move in now. $350 (negotiable). For info see
Ann at 4211-34th.

19-29.

FOR THE best deals on Dodge and Chevrolet, new
or used, come see me at All American Dodge
Chevrolet. Slaton, Texas. Call Steve Avant 632-
0593.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE .

Huge discounts. 5127 34th Street (34th & Slide).
785-7253.

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH

Officially licensed rings. Men's from $645.
Women's from $395. Varsity Jewelers.
1311 University.

SERVICES

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free chicken fried steak included. Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information www.Lubbock-
Class.com.

FULL BODY WAXING
Private, sanitary setting. Over 20 years of experi-
ence. For appointment call Lindsey’s Medical Day
Spa, 806-687-5757.

GUITAR LESSONS
All stylesflevels by internationally acclaimed gui-
tarist. Study with the Best! 806-747-6108.
WWW.SUSANGRISANTIL.COM.

LEARN TO FLY

HUB CITY AVIATION offers personalized flight

raining at all levels, including beginners. Aircraf
rentals also available. Visit www.hubcityaviation A
om or call 806-687-1070.
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Svarr Writer

Texas Tech softball coach Shanon
Hays likes to say hitting is conta-
gious.

Hays’ team proved him right when
they hit a record-tying five home runs
in a single game.

“Once you get momentum hit-
ting,” he said, “it seems like kids —
their adrenaline gets up and they do
a better job looking for good pitches,
and relaxing, and settling down and
swinging the bat — not pressing. All
we do is, we just want to hit it hard.”

Tech softball hit five home runs in
a 9-1 win against Southern Utah on
Friday in the Arizona State University
Kajikawa Classic.

The Red Raiders went 4-1 in the
season-opening series, and part of
their success has been because of the
long ball.

In four wins, the Red Raiders have
eight home runs and zero in their
one loss.

Sophomore Emily Bledsoe, who
hit her first two home runs of the
season against Southern Utah, said
fundamental hitting is the reason for
all the early season four-baggers.

“If you go up looking for a home
run, more than likely you’re going
to be under the ball or something
bad is going to happen,” she said.
“So you're just looking for solid
contact.”

Bledsoe said she did not antici-
pate all of the home runs, but when
they kept coming, everyone wanted
to join the rally.

Four different Red Raiders hit
home runs last weekend, with per-
haps the biggest one coming from
sophomore Raven Richardson.

Richardson hit a three-run blast
against Oregon in the top of the
seventh to give the Red Raiders the
lead, and the win.

Tech assistant coach Kristie Fox
said one of the things she empha-
sized last weekend was jumping on

Lubbock’s First & C

We sell Hool
the lowest

Tech softhall enjoys success
with long ball early in season
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TEXAS TECH’S HOLLEY Gentsch and the Red Raiders have eight home runs so far this season. Tech had

13 last season, the fewest in the Big 12 conference.

them early and not lettingup and it’s  the ball over the fence.”

a lot easier to do that when multiple
players are producing.

I «¢hink
almost all the
way through
our lineup we
have girls who
can hit the long
ball,” she said.
“I want them to
think base hit
and think gap-
pers and let the
home runs hap-
pen.
“But all the
way through our
lineup we have
great athletes

who have a lot of power, so definitely

Fox comes from a good softball back-

ground, helping Arizona win two national

bere’s just a lot of
excitement.
Everyone is just so
pumped up and
ready to go.

MIKEY KENNEY

INFIELDER
TEXAS TECH

championships
in her four years
playing collegiate
softball.

Although
Fox now wants
to make a name
for herself in
coaching, she
does try to teach
herplayers things
she learned dur-
ing her time at
one of the most
successful soft-
ball programs in
the nation.

One of the most important les-

this year we'll have a lot of girls hitting ~ sons? Act like winners.

and Shisha at

@h Cafe and Lounge

51199,

THE LIBRARY BAR

“Try to act like it happens ev-
eryday,” Fox said. “And when you
act like that, teams then think
that you expect it. And that’s one
of the things that I learned from
(Arizona head coach) Mire Can-
drea — just to expect greatness.”

Although the season is still young,
Tech leads the Big 12 Conference
in home runs, and freshman Mikey
Kenney is tied for the conference
lead with three.

Tech players probably should
feel confident right now — the Red
Raiders accounted for 13 home runs
all of last season.

“There’s just a lot of excitement,
Kenney said. “Everyone is just so
pumped up and ready to go. They just
can’t wait to get up to the plate and
continue the rally.”
»»tommy.magelssen@ttu.edu

»

Tuberville to throw first pitch

If fans haven’t had the chance
to meet new Texas Tech coach
Tommy Tuberville, they’ll have
that opportunity when Tech base-
ball begins its season.

Tech athletics officially an-
nounced Tuberville will throw
the first -pitch prior to when the
Red Raiders take on Jacksonville
State at 4 p.m. Friday at Dan Law
Field.

Fans can meet Tech football’s
14th head coach when he signs
autographs on the concourse be-
ginning at 3 p.m. -

According to a news release,
fans are asked to bring one item per

- person. Fans can bring cameras for

photo opportunities as'well.

Tuberville has been busy since
his hire in January. The coach just
brought in Tech’s 2010 recruiting
class earlier this month and has
met with fans and supporters in
Houston and Dallas this month
as well.

The Red
Raider Club
also has set up
luncheons with
Tuberville as a
featured guest
for early March
in Lubbock and
Midland.

The Lub-
bock Chamber :
of Commerce, Tech Alumni As-
sociation and the Red Raider Club
will host The Lubbock Commu-
nity Welcome Event on March 2
in the Lubbock Civic Center.

The Alumni Association and
the Red Raider Club are co-
hosting the luncheon in Midland
on March 9 at the Midland Center
and Centennial Plaza.

Tuberville will have his first
chance with the team on the
field when spring training begins
March 22.

#=»adam.colman@ttu.edu

TUBERVILLE

Tiger to.talk after silence Friday

MARANA, Ariz. (AP) — Tiger
Woods will end nearly three months of
silence Friday when he speaks publicly for
the first time since his middle-of-the-night
car accident sparked stunning revelations
of infidelity. ’

However, his agent said Woods will
not take any questions from a small group
of media.

“This is not a press conference,” Mark
Steinberg said Wednesday.

It will be Woods’ first public appear-
ance since Nov. 27, when he crashed his
SUV into a tree outside his Florida home.
Woods’ only comments since then have
been made through his Web site.

“It will be good to see Tiger’s face
again, and see that he’s actually out there
somewhere,” Stewart Cink said. “I think
this is the beginning of the comeback
process for him.”

Woods is to speak at 11 a.m. Friday
from the clubhouse at the TPC Sawgrass
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., home of the
PGA Tour.

“Thisisall about the next step,” Stein-
berg said. “He’s looking forward to it.”

Still, there was strict control over the
appearance, typical of Woods’ career.

Steinberg described the gathering as

a “small group of friends, colleagues and
close associates,” who will listen to Woods
apologize as he talks about the past and
what he plans to do next. He said three
wire services have been invited — The
Associated Press, Reuters and Bloomberg
— and he asked the Golf Writers As-
sociation of America to recommend pool
Teporters.

Only one camera will be in the room
to provide live coverage via satellite.
Steinberg said other writers with proper
credentials could watch from a hotel
ballroom more than a mile away.

“The first time out, he’s better control-

ling it,” Padraig Harrington said. “Over

time, there will be questions. At the mo-
ment, the best thing is a more controlled
environment and gradually ease his way
back into it.”

Steinberg said in an e-mail an-
nouncing the public appearance,
“While Tiger feels that what happened
is fundamentally a matter between he
and his wife, he also recognizes that
he has hurt and let down a lot of other
people who were close to him. He also
let down his fans. He wants to begin
the process of making amends and
that’s what he’s going to discuss.”

Vonn, Mancuso go 1-2 for US in Olympic downhill

WHISTLER, British Columbia (AP)
— If this is how Lindsey Vonn skis with
a bruised shin, then the rest of the field
has no chance. -

.Vonn showed no signs of discomfort
when she won the Olympic downhill by
more than half a second Wednesday, with
childhood rival and American teammate
Julia Mancuso taking a surprise silver
medal. :

“This is everything I've wanted
and hoped for,” Vonn said, her voice
choked with emotion. “I gave up ev-

erything for this.”
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Vonn hurt her right shin Feb. 2 during
pre-Olympic training in Austria and had
hardly skied over the past two weeks. Stll,
as the two-time defending overall World
Cup champion and the winner of five of
the six downbhills this season, she was an
overwhelming favorite.

“She had the weight of the world
on her,” said Vonn’s husband and chief

-adviser, a former U.S. skier who also

serves as a personal coach. “People were
basically hanging the medal around her
neck before the start. That's incredibly
hard to deal with.”

Thomas Vonn was up at the top of the
hill before his wife’s run, and the Vonns
embraced in a hug that lasted for 30 sec-
onds when they reunited at the finish.

“Itwas one of the most clutch runs I've
ever seen,” Thomas Vonn said.

In a race characterized by several
crashes — including one to Swedish
standout Anja Paerson — Vonn’s sped

AND THE DAILY TOREADOR DONGT OFRAGE [SDERAGE DRINK]

down Franzs Downhill in 1 minute, 44.19
seconds.

Mancuso finished 0.56 seconds
behind, and Elisabeth Goergl of Austria
took the bronze medal, 1.46 seconds
back.

Maria Riesch of Germany, Vonn’s
best friend and usual rival of late, fin-
ished eighth. Andrea Fischbacher of
Austria placed fourth, Fabienne Suter
of Switzerland fifth and Whistler local
Britt Janyk of Canada sixth.

The comfortable margin was in
sharp contrast to the men’s downhill
Monday, when only 0.09 seconds
separated the winner, Didier Defago of
Switzerland, from the bronze medalist,
Bode Miller. That was the tiniest margin
between first and third place in Olympic
men’s downhill history.

It’s the third time Americans have
finished 1-2 in an Olympic Alpine race,
and the first time in 26 years.
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