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Baucus health bill changes amid Dem concerns

By ERICA WERNER

Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee was revising his sweeping
health care bill Monday to address serious concerns from
fellow Democrats and a key Republican about insurance
costs, part of his ongoing struggle to deliver on President
Barack Obama’s top domestic priority.

The changes came a day ahead of a committee ses-
sion beginning Tuesday to amend and vote on the bill,
which Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., hopes his panel will
approve by the end of the week.

The 10-year, $856 billion package would extend
coverage to about 29 million Americans who lack it
now and institute insurance market reforms, such as

prohibiting higher premiums for women or the denial
of coverage to sick people. It would make almost ev-
eryone buy insurance or pay a fee, give subsidies to the
poor to help them buy coverage and create new online
exchanges where small businesses and people without
government or employer-provided insurance could shop
for plans and compare prices.

Release of the bill last week gave a boost to Obama’s.

health care agenda after a summer of angry town hall
meetings, though plenty of political and policy hurdles
remain before Congress could send a bill to Obama’s
desk.

In the days ahead, Baucus faces the difficult task of
keeping his 13 committee Democrats on board without
moving so far to the left that he alienates Sen. Olympia
Snowe, R-Maine, the only one of the panel’s 10 Repub-

licans seen as likely to vote for the bill.

Snowe’s support could become even more critical
presuming health overhaul legislation makes it to the
Senate floor, as Democrats look for the 60 votes needed
to advance the bill. :

Snowe and a number of Finance Committee Demo-
crats have raised concerns about whether subsidies in

Baucus’ bill are generous enough to make insurance .

truly affordable for low-income people. There are also
concerns about a new tax on high-value insurance plans,
which some fear would hit middle-class workers even
though Baucus is directing it at so-called “Cadillac”
insurance plans that he says are enjoyed by a minority
of U.S. workers.

Senators have offered a raft of amendments on
both those issues and Baucus is incorporating some

“of the approaches in revised legislation he’ll unveil at

Tuesday’s committee meeting. Details weren’t final, but
one possibility was to lower the maximum amount of
income people could pay in premiums before becoming
eligible for subsidies. It's now 13 percent. Another was
to adjust the new insurance excise tax — now set to hit
plans valued at $21,000 for a family and $8,000 for an
individual — so that it’s limited to even.more expensive
plans over time. :

Baucus was set to meet with his committee’s

Democrats Monday evening to discuss and finalize the
changes.
Aides said the changes could add to the cost of the

- $856 billion bill, but since the bill would raise about

$50 billion more than it spends over 10 years, there is
some wiggle room.

Climate chief: China to
take global warming lead

By DANIEL CLAYTON

Starr WRiTeR

Tyler Thompson said he coulddo a
lot of things with the didgeridoo.

“It’s all in the lips and your voice,”
he said.

Thompson said he picked up the
playing the didgeridoo from a friend
and took lessons online. -

In his band, Tyler T. and the Beast-
ers, Thompson said he tries to incor-
porate drum machines, synth lines,
loop pedals and the didgeridoo.

He said his music is a fusion of psy-
chedelic, folk, grunge and electronica,
and every time they play, it is a new
experience.

“All music comes from the pulse
of the universe,” Thompson said. “We
try to channel that in our shows.”

He said he is working on his first
solo album titled “Home Made, Home
Grown,” which should be complete by
the beginning of next year.

On the album, Thompson said
he has trumpet players, fiddlers,
hand drums and banjo players.
He said that “Home Made, Home
Grown” will incorporate many new
elements his fans haven’t heard
before.

“It’s an evolutionary process, writ-
ing an album,” Thompson said. “I
try to let the people who play on my
album add to the song in some way.”

He said he usually performs as a
solo artist and while he tours he just
goes by “Tyler T.”

As far as influences are concerned,
Thompson said his vary from The
Grateful Dead, Frank Zappa, Red Hot
Chili Peppers to Nirvana.

Thompson said he started touring
after attending South Plains College
with the band’s bass player, Brain
Thornton, for its commercial music
program.

Thornton said he met Thompson
in ninth grade and started a punk band
with him.

“We started out as a punk band,”
Thornton said. “Then we were a rock
band. Our music was always evolving
to fit our interests.”

Thompson said their diverse in-
terests led them to create the unique
sound they have today.

Thornton, a senior political sci-
ence and history major at Texas Tech,
said he would love to do music after
college.
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TYLER THOMPSON, WHO plays lead guitar and didgeridoo, practices with his band, Tyler T. and the Beas-
ers, Friday at his house in Tech Terrace.

“Life is too short, so you have to
do something big with it,” Thornton
said.

Thompson said he was born in
Lubbock but lived in the Houston
area during elementary school.

When he moved back, Thompson
said his grandmother bought him
a guitar. He had difficulty making
friends, so he turned to music.

After taking a couple classes at
SPC, Thornton said he transferred to

Tech while Thompson stayed behind.
Thompson said he got what he
wanted out of the program and hit
the road as a singer-songwriter.
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By JOHN HEILPRIN
Associatep Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
China’s ambition to grow quickly
but cleanly soon may vault it to
“front-runner” status — far ahead
of the United States — in taking
on global warming, the U.N. cli-
mate chief said Monday.

China could steal the show by
unveiling new plans Tuesday at a
U.N. climate summit of 100 world
leaders. India has also signaled
that it wants to be an “active
player” on climate change.

“China and India have an-
nounced very ambitious national
climate change

U.S,, India and Denmark at a news
conference on Monday. “China
will continue to play certainly an
active and constructive role.”

Jairam Ramesh, India’s envi-
ronment minister, said his nation
was also committed to reaching a
global climate accord.

“India wants a deal at Copen-
hagen. And India is prepared to
be an active player in working
towards an agreement ... It is in
our interests ... because we are
very climate-vulnerable,” Ramesh
said.

Todd Stern, the top U.S. cli-
mate envoy, said the Obama
administration also is moving “full

speed ahead”

plans. In the
case of China,
so ambitious
that it could
well become
the front-run-
ner in the fight
to address cli-
mate change,”
U.N. climate
chief Yvo de
Boer told The

¢ ¢
China takes the
threat of climate
 change very
seriously and fully
recognizes the
urgency to take

toward helping
craft a deal.
But with
Congress mov-
ing slowly on a
measure to curb
emissions, the
United States
could soon find
itself with little
influence when
120 countries

Associated actions. % convene in Co-
Press Monday. : penhagen.
“The big ques- SU WEI China and
tion mark is DIRECTOR OF THE CHINA the U.S. to-
the U‘S.” CL'MATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT ge[her account
The devel- for about 40

opment would
mark a dramatic turnabout. The
United States, under former Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s admin-
istration, long cited inaction by
China and India as the reason
for rejecting mandatory cuts in
greenhouse gases.

Tuesday’s meeting is intended
to rally momentum for crafting a
new global climate pact at Copen-
hagen, Denmark, in December.
Bush rejected the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol for cutting global emis-
sions of warming gases based on
its impact on the U.S. economy

‘and exclusion of major developing

nations like China and India, both
major polluters.

Su Wei, director of China’s cli-
mate change department, pledged
a “pro-active” approach to make
Copenhagen a success.

“China takes the threat of
climate change very seriously and
fully recognizes the urgency to
take actions,” he said, flanked by
top climate negotiators from the

percent of all’
the world’s emissions of carbon
dioxide, methane and other in-
dustrial warming gases.

At Tuesday’s summit, Chinese
President Hu Jintao is expected
to lay out new plans that focus on
extending China’s energy-saving
programs rather than committing
to a cap on its greenhouse gases,
at least not until the fast-growing
nation reaches a higher level of
development.

Experts say they expect as a first
step that China will announce tar-
gets for reducing the “intensity” of
its carbon pollution — not shrink-
ing emissions overall, but reducing
the carbon dioxide emitted per
unit of economic growth.

For the past four years China
has been cutting energy intensity
and could include a new carbon
intensity goal in a five-year plan
for development until 2015. China
already has said it is seeking to
use 15 percent of its energy from
renewable sources by 2020.
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STATE
Bomb scare in Laredo shuts down 3 city blocks

LAREDO (AP) — Authorities
say a bomb scare in downtown
Laredo shut down three city blocks
while a suspicious object was re-
moved from the courthouse.

Laredo Fire Department spokes-
man Eloy Vega said the area was
reopened Monday afternoon after
being closed for several hours.
Vega said the object was found at
the Webb County Justice Center

NATION

Toddler among 6 killed as

ATLANTA (AP) — A two-
year-old Georgia boy swept from
his father’s arms Monday was
among six people killed by storms
pounding the Southeast, and
more rain was expected after the
historic dumping that also forced
drivers to scramble onto the roofs
of cars on Atlanta’s main artery.

The boy, Slade Crawford,
was found downstream of his
family’s ruined mobile home,
which was split apart around 2
a.m. by a surging creek, said Ed

WORLD

Quake kills at least 11

GAUHATI, India (AP) — A
6.3-magnitude earthquake shook
the remote mountain nation of
Bhutan on Monday, killing at
least 11 people, damaging an
ancient monastery and forcing
hundreds to flee, officials said.
At least 15 people were also
injured.

The afternoon earthquake
was initially reported in Gau-
hati, the capital of India’s north-
eastern Assam state, but it was
centered in a little-populated

and taken away in a bomb con-
tainer.

Vega said he could not imme-
diately provide more details about
what was found.

The bomb scare began around
9:30 a.m. and shut down Laredo’s
city hall and another county
government building. Vega said
the buildings and streets were
reopened shortly after 2 p.m.

storms drench Southeast

Baskin, deputy coroner in Carroll
County. The parents had been
rescued as another son, age 1,
clung to his mother’s arms in the
county southwest of Atlanta.
“By the time we got into our
vehicle, they were screaming at
the back of our house,” said Pat
Crawford, the boy’s grandmother,
who watched as the family’s

mobile home was whisked away.

“We could see them, but the
current was so bad, we couldn’t
get to them.”

in Bhutan, shakes India

eastern region of the tiny nation
of Bhutan.

Much of Bhutan, a Himalayan
nation sandwiched between In-
dia and China, is sparsely popu-
lated, reachable only by walking
paths and without electricity or
telephones.

“We’re trying to piece to-
gether information to assess the
damage,” Ugyen Tenzing, the
country’s director of disaster
management said from Thim-
phu, Bhutan’s capital.

Corrections

“The Daily Toreador’s reporters and
editors strive for accuracy in the news-
gathering process. However, mistakes
are inevitable.

It is The DT’ policy to correct mis-

takes in this spot as soon as possible.

If you feel there is an error in
a story, please call Editor-in-Chief
Kevin Cullen at 806-742-3395 or e-

mail kevin.m.cullen@ttu.edu.

Alumni honored during HSC School

of Medicine 40th Anniversary dinner

By JASON HARTLINE:
Srarr Writer

The Texas Tech Health Sci-
ences Center Paul L. Foster School
of Medicine paid tribute to various
faculty and prominent alumni dur-
ing its 40th anniversary celebratory
dinner by announcing several win-
ners of the Distinguished Alumni
Award. '

The Sept. 11 dinner had more
than 320 people in attendance.

“We gathered on the 40th
anniversary to celebrate alumni,
founding faculty and physicians,”
said Dr. Steven Berk, dean of the
School of Medicine. “We also
are commemorating the develop-
ment and progress over the last
40 years.”

Dr. Jeffrey Oliver,
a 1995 graduate and
associate professor
in the Department
of Pathology, and
Lorenz Lutherer, a
1977 graduate and
professor in the De-
partment of Physiol-
ogy, were honored with the Distin-
guished Alumni Award. Lutherer has
served as a member of the SOM for
more 37 years and is secondary faculty
appointment in the Department of
Internal Medicine.

“ came to the Texas Tech School
of Medicine in 1972,” said Lutherer.
“] was president of the alumni asso-
ciation for a number of years. It is a
great tribute to receive an award that
recognizes the people who have gradu-

BERK

ated and contributed to the school.”

Dr. Gail Demmler-Harrison, a
1977 graduate and professor of pediat-
rics and pathology at Baylor College
of Medicine, also was a recipient of
the award.

An exhibit will be placed in the
library that exemplifies the various
actions and events that shaped the
history of the SOM.

“As dean of the school, I am proud
of how far we have come in the past
40 years,” Berk said. “We can now
demonstrate the tremendous outcome
of the school.”

The school went from seeing more
than 12,000 patients a year in 1980
to more than 450,000 a year in 2008,
he said. ;

What started with 30 students,
three of whom were women, now

educates about 140 students with an_
almost balanced male to female ratio,
Berk said.

“I feel honored to come in after all
the founding pioneers laid all the diffi- :
cult ground work,” he said. “They did
an absolute amazing job getting the
school started. ] am proud to be a part
of this tremendous accomplishment
and having the opportunity to honor
so many of the faculty that have been
with us the entire 40 years.” !

According to the school’s WebI
site, the Tech HSC’s medical school
was created in the 61st Texas Legis-.
lature to address the need for more
trained physicians in the West Texas
area. The HSC hosts the medical
school at the Amarillo, El Paso, Lub-
bock and Permian Basin campuses.

»-jason.hartline@ttu.edu

Kennedy successor bill

BOSTON (AP) — Massachu-
setts could have a new U.S. senator
by the end of the week.

The state

vote. They concede backers of the bill
likely have a narrow majority.

Senate President Therese Murray,

a Democrat,

Senate is ex-
pected to
debate a bill
Tuesday that
would allow
the governor
to appoint an
interim re-
placement for
the U.S. Sen-
ate seat left
vacant by the
death of Ed-
ward Kennedy
last month.
Republican
Jawmakers de-
layed debate
again Monday

eyre using all
the tools at their
disposal and theyll
be out of tools
tomorrow and we'll

have a healthy
debate.

THERESE MURRAY
SENATE PRESIDENT

also said she
anticipated
action on the
bill on Tues-
day.
“They’re
using all the
tools at their
disposal and
they’ll be out
of tools to-
morrow and
we’ll have a
healthy de-
bate,” said
Murray, who
declined to
say whether
there were

after first post-
poning action
on Friday, but said they don’t an-
ticipate objecting again — paving

enough votes
to pass it.

If the Senate passes the bill, it will
require a final vote in both chambers

Deval Patrick. The House gave the
bill initial approval last week on a
95-58 vote.

Patrick supports the measure and
could name an appointment as soon as
he signs the bill. The appointee would
serve until voters pick a permanent
replacement during a Jan. 19 special

_ election.

Patrick said Friday that President
Barack Obama had personally talked
to him about changing the law, and
that White House aides were push-
ing for him to gain the appointment
power amid debate on the administra-
tion’s health care overhaul — in part
so Democrats can regain a filibuster-
proof, 60-vote majority in the U.S.
Senate.

Obama presidential counselor
David Axelrod has also contacted
Massachusetts officials and the Mas-
sachusetts branch of Obama’s political
arm, Organizing for America, has sent
out e-mails advocating the change.

Republicans, vastly outnumbered
in the Legislature, blamed the rush

nearing debate in Senate

sure from the White House and
national Democratic leaders like
Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid
of Nevada.

Republicans called the move
hypocritical, noting that in 2004,
Democrats changed the law to block
then-Gov. Mitt Romney, a Repub-
lican, from naming a temporary
replacement if Sen. John Kerry had
won his presidential bid.

They said Democratic leaders in
Washington could delay the health
care vote until after the special
election.

“It seems like it’s a one-vote mar-
gin that they need and just to fool
around and change the laws in Mas-
sachusetts to get-an extra vote to be a
rubber stamp, I think people can see
through that,” said Senate Republican
leader Richard Tisei.

Kennedy had urged the change
in law in a letter sent to lawmakers
shortly before his death from brain
cancer, saying the state shouldn’t
be left with just one senator until a

the way for a Tuesday debate and Wednesday before heading to Goy.  to change the law in part on pres- special.election.

We have
THE
BOOK.

Are you in it?

L.a Ventana

YEARBOOK

Recording Texas Tech history since 1325

Don’t miss your opportunity to be a part
of the 85th volume of La Ventana,
Texas Tech’s official yearbook.

To have your photo taken for the
2010 La Ventana, come by Room 103,
Student Media Building from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday
or call 742-3388 to schedule an appointment.

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

Student Media

Ahmadinejad prouddf Hle‘céust'déhiél

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s
president said Monday he is proud to
stoke international outrage with his
latest remarks denying the Holocaust
as he heads for the United Nations
this week — showing he is as defiant
as ever while his country comes under
greater pressure to curtail its nuclear
program.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad takes the
world stage with a speech Wednesday
to the U.N. General Assembly. He
appears intent on showing he has
not been weakened by three months
of turmoil at home, where the pro-
reform opposition has staged dramatic
protests claiming Ahmadinejad’s vic-
tory in June presidential elections was
fraudulent.

Ahmadinejad has a reason to try to
present his government as strong: On
Oct. 1, Iran is to enter key negotia-
tions with the United States and other

powers seeking concessions on Iran’s
nuclear program.

The U.S. and its allies suspect Iran
is secretly pursuing a nuclear weapon,
warning that Tehran already has
enough enriched uranium to build a
bomb. Iran denies the accusations,
saying it only aims to generate elec-
tricity.

Heading into the talks, Iran has
firmly rejected demands it give up ura-
nium enrichment, a process that can
produce either fuel for a nuclear reactor
or a warhead. And it doesn’t want the
talks to focus on the nuclear issue at all.
But American and European officials
warn that if no progress is made in the
meetings, they will push for tougher
U.N. sanctions against Iran.

In New York, Ahmadinejad is likely
to come under heavy pressure over
the nuclear issue. And his every step
will be dogged by Iranian exiles, who
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plan protests over his government’s
postelection crackdown against the
opposition. Already, exiles have been
lobbying New York hotels to reject
events where the Iranian president is
to appear.

Human Rights Watch and the
International Campaign for Human
Rights in Iran on Monday called on the
UN. General Assembly to appoint a
special envoy to investigate and docu-
ment human rights violations commit-
ted during the postelection turmoil.

But Ahmadinejad appears to relish
the controversy. This will be his fifth
appearance at the annual General
Assembly since his first election in
2005. In past years, he has used his
UN. visits to bolster his credentials
as a figure of resistance to Israel and
American domination — an image
that he believes plays well among his
conservative supporters in Iran.

Germans focused
on Afghanistan

DENVER (AP) — Counterterror-
ism officials are warning mass transit
systems around the nation to step up
patrols because of fears an Afghani-
stan-born immigrant under arrest in
Colorado may have been plotting with
others to detonate backpack bombs
aboard New York City trains.

Investigators say Najibullah Zazi, a
24-year-old shuttle van driver at the
Denver airport, played a direct role
in a terror plot that unraveled during
a trip to New York City around the
anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks.
He made his first court appearance
Monday and remained behind bars.

Zazi and two other defendants
have not been charged with any
terrorism counts, only the relatively
minor offense of lying to the govern-
ment. But the case could grow to
include more serious charges as the
investigation proceeds.

Zazi has publicly denied being
involved in a terror plot, and defense
lawyer Arthur Folsom dismissed as
“rumor” any notion that his client
played a crucial role.

Publicly, law enforcement officials
have repeatedly said they are unaware
of a specific time or target for any
attacks.
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Buses to provide holiday
transportion for students

By CARRIE THORNTON

Srarr Wriren

For the first time, the Texas
Tech Parents Association will
provide three buses to transport
students home for Thanksgiv-
ing break to the Dallas and Fort
Worth area as well as Houston.

“Students can ride in style
from Lubbock back to Houston
and don’t have to worry about a
thing,” said Dan Furnish, presi-
dent of the greater West Houston
Tech Parents Association.

All buses will take one uni-
formed route, making a stop in
Arlington to allow students to
stretch their legs, then continu-
ing to Houston, Furnish said.
Only one bus will stop in Dallas/
Fort Worth.

There are several benefits,
Furnish said. Because of Lub-
bock’s location, a considerable
amount of students do not have
transportation for short breaks.

He said Thanksgiving break is
brief, and by the time students are
finished with exams and have to
load up their cars and drive home,
it can be very draining.

“We decided to do this because
of the cost of airfare between
Lubbock and (the major cities)
can be very expensive,” Furnish
said. .
Parent chaperones will ride
along on each bus to supervise,
he said. Students can sign up for
the bus trip on the Tech Parents
Association Web site, and the
three buses seat 165 people, 149
of whom have signed up.

“One of the great things about
this project is it’s going to be able
to connect students with friends
and family,” Ken Gassiot, associ-
ate director of Parent and Family
Relations. “(In other cases) they
might not be able to go because
transportation is too much and
there is other safety concerns.”

Gassiot said his department
has worked with groups on cam-
pus that have dealt with mass
transportation in the past to
decide on what bus company to

PHOTO BY COLEMAN MOREFIELD/The Daily Toreador

THE TEXAS TECH Parents Association will provide busing for students

during Thanksgiving break.

use. Based on price and experi-
ence with the university, King’s
Highway was chosen.

Riding the bus provides stu-
dents with an inexpensive and
convenient way to travel home,
Gassiot said.

“As far as travel time, you are
on the bus for a little bit longer,
but the payoff in the end is get-
ting to see your family for less,”

he said.

The bus project has received

overwhelming support from
parents and the Tech Parents
Association, he said, and will
probably continue in years to
come.

According to the Tech Par-

ents Association Web site, each
passenger is responsible for his or
her own food and belongings and
is allowed to bring a maximum
of two bags.

The round trip cost is $100,
and the buses will depart from
Lubbock at 8 a.m. Nov. 25 from
the north side of the Student
Union Building.

According to the Tech Par-
ents Association Web site, buses
will leave Houston 8 a.m. Nov.
29 from the Northwest Mall,
Macy’s parking lot, and pick up
students in Arlington at 1 p.m.
at The Parks Mall Sears park-
ing lot.

»z-carrie.thornton@ttu.edu

Didgeridoo «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He played numerous shows in vari-
ous venues around the Dallas area, and
he said after touring Texas he began
doing shows in the Midwest.

He said the music scene in Lubbock,

compared to other places he has been,
isn’t beneficial to artists with original
content.

Thompson said it is risky playing
original music because people want to
hear what they know.

He said venues don’t want to take
on the risk of original artists because of

customer reactions, and he wishes there

was a place in Lubbock that catered to
local artists and new content.

“There isn’t enough unity with
the music scene here in Lubbock,”
Thompson said.

Thompson performs every Tuesday
at Shooters and his band is performing
Friday at Ladiosa.
=e-danielkclayton@tiu.edu
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‘Informant!” showcases Matt Damon at his heftiest

“The Informant!” tells the
story of a man who spies on his
company for the FBI because of
their fraudulent business dealings
that involve price fixing and
dipping into the pockets of ev-

eryday people. This is obviously.

significant for the current times
with the federal bailout and the
controversy that has followed.

- The last film Matt Damon
impressed me in was “The De-
parted” three years ago, but |
consider his performance in his
latest film to be one of his best
since “Good Will Hunting,”
especially considering the hefty
weight gain he went through for
the role. Both the performances
and the film itself reach out and
grab viewers and hold on ughr
for about 108 minutes.

1 know most people get stuck
on the Jason Bourne series Da-
mon has appeared in during the
decade, but his comedic talents

Aaron
Nichols

are brought to the forefront in “The
Informant!” and drive the film
almost single-handedly.

Although the rest of the cast is
capable in their roles, they lack any
comedic presence and rely entirely
on Damon to lead the way. This is
one of the only ﬂaws I found with
the film. :

Many people see a movie and
focus on the actors and the action.

‘Many film buffs even recognize
the work of certain directors. The
thing that impressed me the most
in this film was neither the acting
nor the direction but the writing. I
found it to have a fresh script from

Scott Z. Burns, who also wrote
the screenplay for “The Bourne
Ultimatum.”

The events unfold perfectly
and the dialogue is both witty and
intelligent without sacrificing the
comedy. The funniest quality of the
film is Damon’s narration in which
he speaks at a rapid pace, conveying
his neurotic personality.

Though a comedy, this film is
both dark and dry in nature. It is
a thinking person’s comedy and
some things may be lost on those
who expect to roll into the aisles
from laughing too hard. Nobody
who sees this movie will fall out of
their seat laughing, but they will be
entertained nonetheless.

Four and a half guns up.

¥¥¥¥¥

# Nichols is The DT's theater

critic.
»»aaron.nichols@ttu.edu

Facebook set to
end tracking tool

NEW YORK (AP) — Face-
book is shutting down its much-
maligned Beacon marketing pro-
gram, launched nearly two years
ago amid fanfare only to generate
a storm of privacy complaints over
the tracking of user activities at
partner Web sites.

Facebook agreed to end Bea-
con and create a foundation to
promote online privacy, safety and
security as part of a $9.5 million
settlement in a lawsuit over the
program. A federal judge in San
Jose, Calif., still must approve
the terms.

Meanwhile, Facebook is team-
ing up with the Nielsen Co. to
help advertisers grab the attention
of the hordes that are spending
more of their time at the Internet
hangout.
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ick Perry should
remain in his office

he Texas gubernatorial race

is heating up, and we’ve

got some old and new faces
involved.

So far, the Republicans and Demo-
crats have multiple candidates, each
vying for their party’s nomination. The
plucky Libertarians have two and the
lowly independents have one. All have
quite a battle on their hands in trying
to defear Gov. Rick Perry, the longest-
serving Texas governor.

The main Democrat front runners,
former U.S. Ambassador to Australia
and Japan Tom Schieffer, 2006 Texas
Agriculture Commissioner candidate
Hank Gilbert, and musician, humorist
and former Independent gubernatorial
candidate Kinky Friedman, are all com-
peting for their party’s nomination in

the March 2, 2010

Cole
Shooter

Website, it’s quite clear they don't know
what issues the campaign wants to stress.
The site has some vague quotes from
Hutchison, such as, “On behalf of every
Texas taxpayer an effective, transpar-
ent and accountable state government
should be our first priority. Our elected
officials work for the rax payers not the
other way around.”

The area also has links to allow visi-
tors to give their feedback on how they
feel on the generic

primary.

Most people
haven’t heard of
Schieffer or Gil-
bert, and Fried-
man, aside from his
music, books and
absolutely horren-
dous cigar line, is
still not going to be
taken seriously as a
candidate.

We all know
these candidates, as
well as the Libertar-
ians and the lone
Independent, don’t
stand a snowball’s
chance in hell to
become Texas gov-
ernor, so this is the
last time they'll be

Perry has worked
to cut millions from
the budget to keep
the state’s debt load
low, bring more
opportunities to all
of the state’s higher
education programs,
and he has tirelessly
promoted Texas to
bring in new
businesses and

issue categories like
taxes and educa-
tion. The Web site’s
ambiguity seems to
be a way to stay
completely non-
committal while
letting the visitors
believe she cares
how they feel about
issues.

Hutchison has
made one stance
clearly known. She’s
said she believes
Perry has been in
office too long.
Perry was sworn in
as Texas' 47th gov-
ernor in December
of 2000. Hutchison

was sworn in as a

mentioned here. : senator in 1993.
Republican TESldentS, She’s also taken

secessionist Larry to advocating term

Kilgore also is run- limits for Texas gov-

ning, the same man who gave a speech
at a secession rally in Austin and said, “I
hate that flag up there. | hate the United
States government. ... The U.S. flag is
coming down from over Texas. It will
not be part of Texas anymore.”

Despite my disapproval of the cur-
rent administration’s abominable han-
dling of the country’s business, I have
no interest in secession. Since Kilgore’s
not electable either, the race is between
incumbent Perry and U.S. Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas.

In perusing Hutchison’s campaign

Today’s

Su

ernor to two four-year terms. Funny how
she didn’t mind staying in the senate for
16 years, but takes umbrage at Perry’s
nine years. Hutchison also hasn't been
able to give many reasons as to why she
considers Perry’s tenure too lengthy,
other than she believes the position
should be hers.

Her dedication is also questionable.
Just recently, Hutchison missed a vote
that’s most likely important to the Re-
publicans she expects to support her as
their candidate for governor. She chose
to campaign instead of voting to deny

'do | ku

Puzeles by PageRiller

In Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
be in every row,
column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.

Cmbuds Office

A safe place for students & staff
to bring concerns

~N = N RO W0
CO O O~ i+ WA U1:IN

SO~ oo
N ow b o N -
W@ -~ i S
OB NO D 0N - W
- N ;D iw N o

Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

funds to the Association of Com-
munity Organizers for Reform Now,
otherwise known as ACORN.

While her colleagues were work-
ing for their constituents to ensure
taxpayer dollars wouldn’t possibly be
spent on brothels and the like, she
attended a fund-raiser at the home of
former Dallas Cowboys football player
Roger Staubach:

Perry, however, has worked to
promote a low-tax, pro-business state,
which has made Texas the best place
to weather the economic downturn.

Texas created more jobs than all
other 49 states combined in 2008, has
been the best exporting state for seven
years in a row, and averages more than
a thousand new residents moving
into the state every day. Texas was
named the best state for business and
job growth for the fourth consecutive
year by Chief Executive Magazine in
March 2009, as well as rated among
the most free states in the nation by
George Mason University's Mercatus
Center.

Perry has worked to cut millions
from the budget to keep the state’s
debt load low, bring more oppor-
tunities to all of the state’s higher
education programs, and he tirelessly
has promoted Texas to bring in new
businesses and residents. Hutchison
can’t even be torn away from a fund-
raiser to help ensure her constituents’
dollars won’t be spent on a corrupt
organization.

Hutchison’s campaign slogan is
“because Texas can do better.” The
state is in such fine shape though,
that Hutchison’s campaign can’t find
many issues to stand up for. We can
most certainly do better than Hutchi-
son, and that's by re-electing Perry.

B Shooter is a senior political sci-
ence major from Lubbock.
»» cole.shooter@tiu.edu
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Texans should be proud of state

wo weeks ago | was in

New York City visiting

a friend of mine. While I
was there, | met a number of people
from around the world, each with a
unique story that made them part of
the American dream.

However, one day we were on
the subway on the way back to my
friend’s house when a man and a
woman who looked about our age
came up to us. “You two are from
Texas!” she said.

We looked at each other and
realized we were wearing nothing
that said or indicated we were from
Texas. But after pondering the state-
ment for awhile I realized our look
— our appearance, expression and
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‘Speciavls'

demeanor — was distinctly Texan.
Sure enough, the two kids, who
turned out to be siblings, were both
from El Paso. We talked for the rest
of our ride and, of course, we knew
some of the same people.

Texas, in its nature, is completely

different from any other state in the
union. There is something about

Texas that builds

ago, Travel & Leisure magazine
ranked Texas as having some of the
friendliest and best looking people
in the entire world. [ can't really say
[ disagree either.

When we see other Texans,
we make note of it. Like my own
experience in New York City, no
matter if you are from Dallas, San
Antonio, Houston or Lubbock,
there is a conversation to be had.
And inevitably, we have something
in common — either someone we
know, a school we attended, or an
experience we've had. Six Degrees
of Texas. While we remain the third
largest state at more than 24 million
residents, we are undoubtedly the
tightest knit.

its residents’ egos
and is borderline
cocky. It is per-
haps rooted in
our history. Tex-
ans alone fought
and defeated the
Mexicans and
declared itself
an independent
country.

In many re-

here is something
about Texas that
builds its residents’
egos and is
borderline cock

It seems as
though our ca-
maraderie is pay-
ing off as well.
With a gross state
product of about
$1 trillion, Texas’
economy is on par
with Spain, Can-
ada and Mexico.
Texas is home to
more Fortune 500

spects, Texas his-

tory is just as rich in lore as United
States history. Just last April, the
U.S. Department of State listed
Texas as one of the 16 foreign
countries Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton had visited. A simple
mistake or a Freudian slip?

Geographically, Texas stands
alone. There are the dukes of the
South, the freewheelers of the West,
the yuppies of the Northeast, the
pioneers of the Midwest and the
hippies of the Northwest. Then,
there are Texans. Texans can’t be
contained to a geographical section
of society; they don’t fit into a niche
and don’t need to.

Everywhere we go, we see our
fellow Texans: friendly, laid back
and unique. Yes, we face our own
stereotype — the gun-toting, boot-
wearing, conservative cowboy —
but mostly, we recognize ourselves
as the superior state. Even though
we know we are better than the
other states, we don’t rub it in other
peoples’ faces. A couple of years

companies (58)
than any other state. The state is
home to the most diverse economy
in the country, focusing on agricul-
ture, tourism, energy, technology
and health care.

While Texas has felt its share of
the recession like any other state, it
has survived much of the storm and
seems poised to regain its footing.
The Economist magazine reported
just last month the Texas economic
forecast was among the best in the
country with the emergence of new
jobs in medicine and technology.

When we think of ourselves as
Texans, it holds much more weight
than we can ever realize. Texas is
ingrained in us at birth and nothing
can diminish that claim. Many try to
emulate our success, but few realize it
is our livelihood. Be proud you are a
Texan. Because frankly, that makes
you better than everyone else.

B Jones is a soephomore
economics major from Lubboci.
»» benjones@tu.edu
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Game brings scribbles to life

Have you ever been playing a
game and thought to yourself, “Man,
if only I had a ladder I could just climb
up this cliff’? Or, “If only I had a can
of bug spray, these bees would be no
problem”?

The premise of “Sribblenauts” for
the Nintendo DS is to make all of
those “what ifs” a reality. And it works
extremely well.

Although it has a rather cartoony,
2D look, “Scribblenauts” features one
of the most complex and innovative
gameplay mechanics in a long time.
As the tagline says, “Write Anything.
Solve Everything.” To solve the game’s
puzzles and progress through its levels,
simply type in a word or phrase and
it’s there.

When I say “anything” [ really
mean anything. The list of objects
you can summon in the game exceeds
22,000. This includes commonplace
items like a baseball bat or a car, but
also lets your imagination run wild.
Type in “chupacabra” and the mythi-
cal vampire creature appears. Type in
“water park” and a water park is yours
to place in the game world.

Anything goes, so long as it’s
not copyrighted, vulgar or a proper
noun. Though there seem to be a few
exceptions to the last one, as typing
“Einstein” summons a white-haired
scientist, but for the most part you can’t
type things like “Michael Jackson” and
expect someone to bust onto the screen
moon dancing.

The developers of the game obvi-
ously realized the potential for this

system as a straight-up toy rather than
a game, and as such the title screen
doubles as a playground for you to
simply summon objects and see what
happens. =i

It may not be surprising this sand-
box area provides some of the most
fun you'll have with “Scribblenauts.”
I've literally spent hours seeing how
objects and characters interact with
each other. For example, I've found out
Satan is afraid of churches, nihilists are
afraid of God, and capitalists are afraid
of communists.

I'm not joking. You can summon
all of those things just to mess around:
vampires, jet packs, swords, bras, gang-
sters, UFOs, time machines. I have
yet to find a single object (that isn’t a
proper noun) not in the game.

So what is the game? I've spent a
lot of time talking about the innova-
tive writing mechanic, as that’s really
“Scribblenauts” main draw. However,
there is also a very compelling puzzle
game to be found here.

Gameplay essentially is divided
into two types of levels: puzzle and
action. In the puzle levels, you are
given a task with a hint about what
to do. For example, one of the earlier

puzzles simply says, “Reunite the cat
with the girl,” and shows you a cat on
aroof. Now, how are you going to solve
the puzzle?

If you're thinking simply, you can
just summon a ladder, climb onto the
roof and grab the cat. But there are far
more interesting solutions to the puzzle.
Ifyousset the house on fire, for instance,
the cat leaps off out of fear. If you sum-
mon a fireman, stereotypes run their
course and the cat jumps safely into the
fireman’s arms. Each of these and more
is considered a perfectly acceptable way
of solving the puzzle. ‘

It really brings new meaning to the
idea of playing a game your way, with
no set boundaries.

The action levels work in pretty
much the same way as the puzzles,
except your only objective is to obtain
an object known as a “starite.” How you
get to said object is entirely up to you,
and may require some thinking.

“Scribblenauts” has sort of come
out of left field and surprised a lot of
people, myself included. It wasn’t even
on my radar until recently. But the
innovative game mechanic and unbe-
lievable amount of in-game objects is
simply astounding to see.

If you have a DS, I implore you to
at least give “Scribblenauts” a try. The
puzzle gameplay may not be for you,
but summoning random objects can
be a blast in and of itself.

H Peele is The DT's opinions
editor.
»»britton.peele@ttu.edu

‘Jennifer’ sucks life out of audience

The opening line of “Jenni-
fer’s Body” sets up the tone of the
entire film and-unwittingly, the
entire experience for the audi-
ence: “Hell is a teenage girl.”

A more appropriate remark
would be something like, “Hell
is the next hour and a half.” Or,
“Hell is the majority of the act-
ing in this thing.”

In “Jennifer’s Body,” Jennifer
Check, played by Megan Fox, is
the girl at school adored for her
beauty and style by the girls and
her body and sexuality by the

tion, a fire and some satanic ritu-
als, Jennifer is turned into a de-
mon, unbeknownst to all. Needy
begins noticing the changes in
her friend and starts to uncover
what Jennifer has become and in
many ways, has always been. The

boys. film digresses
Her best from there.
friend is Anita 1 sure tbefb/ks Diablo Cody,

“Needy” Le-
snicky (Amanda
Seyfried, one of
the few bright
spots), who is
the exact op-
posite of Jen-
nifer in every
way, shape and
form, making

- who produced it
thought the script
was dynamite

and would kill as
a major ﬁl

the writer of
“Juno,” offers up
another unique
setiplihere:
the situations
are satirical in
some instances,
the dialogue is
witty and the
horror aims for

their friendship
bizarre and unexplained to ev-
eryone in school and everyone
in the audience.

The “besties” go to the only
bar in town to check out an
indie band coming through, but
the fates that evening conspire
against them.

It turns out the indie band is.
evil and desperate for fame, and

“through some miscommunica-

legitimate goose
bumps. In theory, the whole
thing sounds brilliant. I’'m
sure the folks who produced it
thought the script was dynamite
and would kill as a major film.
In all honesty, I would prob-
ably have been thinking the
same thing, and in some warped
alternate reality, maybe this
theory would come into effect
and “Jennifer’s Body” would

be a well thought out, expertly
executed piece of cinema, but
we’re not in a warped reality (to
my knowledge) and this isn’t the
case with this film, either.

Fox, I'll admit, is easy on the
eyes, but her utter lack of acting
skills and dry and uninspired de-
livery of smart and well-written
lines just annihilates the beat
and tone the film is going for.

The same can be said for
legitimate portions of the cast.
The exception in this case is
Seyfried, who is a shining bea-
con of light in what could have
been (and probably was supposed
to be) a simple stock-character
role.

She is able to manipulate her
portrayal of Needy by giving her
character more heart and more
soul in the relationships crash-
ing all around her; whether it
be with the virtually untouched
tension between her and her
mother or with her earnest yet
horny boyfriend.

The only other bright spot
worth mentioning would be
the cinematography which is
brilliant and an utter joy in a
despicable circumstance.

H Matthews is The DT's movie

a i tic-
»»jacob.matthews@ttu.edu

Researchers: Daily dose of aspirin cuts colon cancer risk in half

LONDON (AP) — People with a
genetic susceptibility to colon cancer
could cut their chances of developing the
disease in half by taking a daily dose of
aspirin, researchers said Monday.

The finding might lead to other treat-
ments by helping researchers understand
how aspirin combats colon cancer, one of
the top three cancers in rich countries.

Though aspirin has been used widely
for years to treat minor aches and to al-
leviate fevers, it can irritate the stomach
and intestines and cause major bleed-
ing.

European researchers followed more

than 1,000 people with Lynch syndrome,

a genetic mutation that makes them
vulnerable to cancers in the colon,
rectum, stomach, brain, liver, womb and
elsewhere. The syndrome accounts for
about 5 percent of all colon cancers.

About half of the study participants
were given 600 milligrams, or two aspirin
pills daily, while the other half got placebo
pills for about four years.

In the group that got aspirin, six
people developed colon cancer, versus 16
in the group that got placebos. “We are
delighted,” said John Burn of Newcastle
University in Britain, who led the study.

“All the more so because we stopped
giving the aspirin after four years, yet

the effect is continuing,” he said in a
statement.

Burn presented the study results
Monday in Berlin at a joint meeting
of the European Cancer Organization
and the European Society for Medical
Oncology.

Experts said the finding would have
no immediate impact on the general
public.

“This doesn’t mean that everyone
should start taking aspirin if they're
worried about bowel cancer,” said Henry
Snowcroft of Cancer Research United
Kingdom.

.. “Aspirin can cause significant side

effects if not used as directed by adoctor,”
Snowcroft said.

Previous studies have found patients
who already have colon cancer and are
being treated with chemotherapy and
surgery may further reduce their risk
of dying by up to 30 percent by taking
aspirin. The cheap drug is also taken by
millions of people worldwide to prevent
heart attacks and strokes.

“If this is true, doctors should change
how they treat their at-risk patients,” said
Alfred Neugut, of Columbia University
Medical Center in New York, who has
done similar work but was not involved
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Patchwork defense allows players to show versatility

By ALEX YBARRA

Manacme Eviror

With only two nonconfer-
ence games against lesser foes
under their belts, it was obvious
the Longhorns and Red Raid-
ers would learn plenty about
their respective teams Saturday
night.

But even in a 34-24 loss, Texas
Tech coaches and players may
have found out much more than
they expected.

That’s partly because Mike
Leach’s pirate ship was sinking
before the battle even started.

With defensive linemen
Ra’Jon Henley, Brandon Sharpe,
Ryan Haliburton and starting
safety Franklin Mitchem out for
the game, an all-hands-on-deck
approach was in order. On the
defensive line, Tech only had one
scholarship player ready to go at
defensive end.

And aside from pulling out a
win, it probably couldn’t have
worked out any better.

“I’ve never been a part of a
game like that,” said cornerback
Brent Nickerson, who saw action
at safety. “But what that shows me
is we have a lot of soldiers and war-
riors on our defense. Guys that are
willing to do anything for a win.”

Those guys were strong-side
linebacker Bront Bird, defensive
tackle Richard Jones, walk-on
safety Brett Dewhurst and de-
fensive end Daniel Howard, to
name a few.

Bird, who finished with a
pass deflection, eight tackles
and three tackles for loss, helped
Jones fill the void at end. Dew-

hurst took over for Mitchem in
the secondary.

Freshmen D.]. Johnson, who
had one of two interceptions
thrown by quarterback Colt Mc-
Coy, and Will Ford saw time in
certain packages.

“You had a lot of other guys
playing roles in different po-
sitions than what they had,”
Nickerson said. “But if you were
watching it, you wouldn’t even
be able to tell. That’s how in tune
our defense is.”

Howard, a regular starter, may
have only come away with one
tackle, but he disrupted Texas’
offensive line for the entire
game.

“He flies to the ball,” Jones
said of Howard. “He does it all.
There’s not one bad thing I can
say about DH, except he talks
a lot of trash though. That’s it.
Other than that, he’s a great
player. I love having him next
to me.”

Jones went on to say he
wouldn’t have sacked McCoy in
the first quarter had it not been for
Howard, whose outstretched arms
bought Jones some time to beat
left tackle Adam Ulatoski and
bring McCoy to the ground.

“It felt good to sack Colt
McCoy especially — maybe a
future Heisman winner, future
NFL player,” said Jones, who
didn’t know he’d play end until
Friday. “It was just amazing, like
I was in shock. I couldn’t believe
that [ actually just beat a tackle
on a speed rush, I'm more like a
powerful man.”

Perhaps no one showed more
versatility than Bird, who thrived

while jumping back and forth be-
tween linebacker and defensive
end. Moving around is nothing
new for Bird, who starred at wide
receiver and safety for Permian
High School in Odessa during
his senior year.

“Very versatile, very smart,”
Leach said. “I think really inspi-
rational to all sides of the ball. I'll
be honest with you, I don’t think
there was a guy between both
teams that played any harder
than Bront Bird.”

Dewhurst gave Bird a run for his
money. The junior walk-on from
Klein High School in Spring fin-
ished with five tackles, delivering
several powerful blows.

Dewhurst showed poise, not
getting rattled by the circum-
stances. He was getting his first
start in a nationally-televised game
against in-state rival Texas in front
of 101,297 screaming fans.

“I didn’t think of it as the No.
2 team,” he said. “I just think
of it as another game. I have
confidence in myself. I practice
the way I play. It happened to
be Texas, conference game and
everything, but I didn’t think of
it like that.”

Neither did defensive back
D.]. Johnson, a St. Stephen’s
graduate from Austin who had
family at the game. Early in
the fourth quarter he picked
off McCoy after a high throw
was tipped by receiver Malcolm
Williams.

“I was elated for him,” Nicker-
son said. “He was kind of putin a
tough position, being a freshman
out there playing corner against
Texas. He did a really great job

PHOTO BY ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS QUARTERBACK COLT McCoy is tackled by Texas Tech linebacker Bront Bird during Texas’ 34-24
victory against the Red Raiders Saturday at Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium in Austin.

out there holding the corner spot
down.”

After the game, Tech defen-
sive coordinator Ruffin McNeill
used an analogy to sum up how
proud he was that his players

didn’t point to being shorthand-
ed as an excuse.

“Any time you have adversity
or somebody goes down — I'm
an army brat as well as a coach’s
kid — you pick up the flag,”

he said. “When somebody goes
down in front of you in war, the
next guy picks the flag up. I was
proud of the way the guys picked
the flags up.”
#»-daniel.ybarra@tiu.edu

Beasley back with Heat after rehab

MIAMI (AP) —Michael Beasley
rejoined his Miami Heat teammates
Monday following a monthlong stay
in a rehabilitation facility to address
substance abuse and other issues.

Beasley took part in a voluntary
offseason workout and quickly drew
rave reviews from coaches, many of
whom were able to visit and work
with him during the rehab stint.
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra person-
ally saw Beasley three times in the
past month, and someone from the
Heat staff was with the second-year
forward daily.

“We want to bring him back to
the family, bring him back in here,”

Spoelstra said. “We're 100 per-
cent behind him. We've invested
in him, not just financially but
emotionally. We've spent a great
deal of time with him this sum-
mer, trying to develop him on
the court but also off the court.
He’s ready. He was excited to be
back here.”

Beasley, who starred at Kan-
sas State for one season before
jumping to the NBA, was not
available for comment Monday.
No specifics of his treatment have
been offered, with both the Heat
and people close to Beasley citing
privacy concerns.
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Buckner turning into big playmaker at receiver

AUSTIN (AP) — Every Big 12
defense knows Colt McCoy to Jordan
Shipley is practically unstoppable as a
pass-catch combo for No. 2 Texas.

Their latest worry is Dan Buckner,
who has emerged as a big target for the
Longhorns with two touchdowns in the
last two weeks. His fourth-quarter touch-
down against Texas Tech helped put the
game away in a 34-24 victory over the
weekend.

At 6-foot-4, 220 pounds, Buckner
has moved from wide receiver to what
Texas calls its “flex” position lined up
closer the ball. Shipley occupied a similar
spot last season and caught 89 passes for
1,060 yards.

The move means Buckner is often
matched up against linebackers or safeties
instead of speedy cornerbacks. Hes got the
speed to outrun linebackers, the height
to outjump safeties and the strength to
break tackles.

“We took advantage of that in the
second half” against Texas Tech, McCoy
said. “T kind of felt like Dan was going to
have a big game.”

Shipley still leads the Longhomns with
26 catches for 314 yards and Buckner is
second with 17 receptions for 223 yards.

Buckner was an All-American wide
receiver in high school. He played in 12
games as a freshman last season but had
only eight catches.

He moved to the flex spot in spring
practice, then saw his role expand as the
Longhoms lost four tight ends to injury.
Buckner said making the move was about
getting a chance to play.

“Tt gets me on the field,” Buckner said.
“1 just want to play, contribute and win

Afterfive catches in the season-opener
against Louisiana-Monroe, he had six for
86 yards and a touchdown against Wyo-
ming. The score against Wyoming came
as McCoy scrambled to his left to avoid a

rush, then found Buckner in the middle
of the field for an easy TD.

Against Texas Tech, Bucker caught a
20-yard pass to the Red Raiders’ 1 tosetup
Texas’ second touchdown. By the fourth
quarter, McCoy and Buckner were click-
ing so well that McCoy told coach Mack
Brown he specifically wanted to run the
play to Buckner.

Buckner got open in the back of the
end zone and the 3-yard TD gave the
Longhorns a 14-point cushion with nine
minutes to play.

“Colt really suggested to throw to
Dan because he trusts him so much,”
Brown said.

Also Monday, Texas defensive co-
ordinator Will Muschamp defended the
hit defensive end Sergio Kindle made on
Texas Tech quarterback Taylor Potts in
the fourth quarter.

The sack knocked off Potts’ helmet,
causing a fumble that set up Buckner’s

for Longhorns

touchdown. Kindle appeared to make
helmet-to-helmet contact, raising ques-
tions whether he should have penalized
with a personal foul.

“It’s a bang-bang play. It’s a judgment
call for an official,” said Muschamp, who
called it “a.great hit.”

The Big 12 reviews all helmet-to-
helmet hits and can suspend a player if
it deems necessary. The conference an-
nounced no discipline by late Monday,
suggesting the play had been cleared by
league officials.

“It’s about as helmet to helmet as
you could get,” Texas Tech coach Mike
Leach said. “There’s a lot of blind people
that can tell by hearing that it was helmet
to helmet.”

Kindle said his facemask hit Potts in
the chest and any helmet contact was inci-
dental. Kindle called it “a perfect shot.”

“I didn’t intentionally try to hit him
in his helmet,” Kindle said.

Houston Astros fire manager Cecil

HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston
Astros fired manager Cecil Cooper on
Monday with 13 games left in another
disappointing season.

Third-base coach Dave Clark was
named interim manager. The Astros
were 70-79 headed into Monday’s
home against St. Louis.

General manager Ed Wade said
the change couldn’t wait until the
end of the season. He added that more
changes could be coming for a franchise
just four years removed from its only
World Series appearance.

“We're tasked with evaluating all

aspects of our situation,” Wade said.
“At the end of the day, we're going to
try to address those off-field issues that
exist. We’re not walking away from
it. The issue we had to address here,
in the short term, was the managerial
issue and that’s why we moved forward
today.”

The 59-year-old Cooper was hired
on Aug. 27, 2007, to replace Phil
Gamer. Houston went 171-170 under
Cooper, who was the bench coach
under Garner between 2005-07.

Cooper became the fourth manager
to get fired this season, all of them in

1806 BUDDY HOLLY AVE

Cooper, Dave Clark named interim

the National League. Arizona dis-
missed Bob Melvin on May 7, Colo-
rado replaced Clint Hurdle on May
29 and Washington fired Manny Acta
on July 13.

Wade said Clark would be consid-
ered a candidate during the search for
anew manager. Cooper did not answer
calls to his cell phone and his voicemail
was full.

Wade, owner Drayton McLane
and president of baseball operations
Tal Smith met with Cooper in his
office on Monday afternoon to give
him the news.

While Cooper took the blame, he
could not be blamed for all the Astros’
shortcomings in 2009.

A number of offseason moves fizzled
and All-Star first baseman Lance Berk-
man and pitching ace Roy Oswalt have
had subpar seasons.

“It stinks when you know that your
performance, that you're responsible for
somebody else’s job security,” Berkman
said. “Say what you want, we didn’t get
it done on the field. The players have to
take the full responsibility. Coop never
threw a pitch or batted with runners in
scoring position.”

Friday

Stop by NEW facility at:
IBR Plasma Center
7006 University Ave.

(806) 748-4080

INTERMATIORALBIGRESCGUEBTES

New Hours starting Sept. 8th
Tuesday & Thursday

Wednesday & Saturday 9am-5pw
10am-Gpm

Earn Cash
Fastill
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Baseball makes first stride towards 2010

By MIKE GRAHAM
Srarr Warer

The last day of summer ushered in the
first day of organized scrimmaging for the
2010 Texas Tech baseball team.

Tech began fall ball practice Monday
and Tech coach Dan Spencer is excited to
see his team on the field in a competitive
environment for the first time since mak-
ing the Big 12 Conference Tournament
last season.

“ think I'm just looking forward to
seeing our guys play,” he said. “It’s the
closest thing to a game environment we
can create. We've done some small group
stuff and we've seen them in the weight
room, but we haven’t thrown a pitch ata
batter and a batter hasn't had an at bat so
I'm excited for that.”

Fall baseball offers the Tech coaching
staff a chance to evaluate returning play-
ers’ progress from the end of last season,
while also allowing incoming recruits an
early opportunity to show what they can
do. The fall practice schedule concludes
with the annual Red & Black Series Oct.
25 t0 29 at Dan Law Field.

Spencer, in his second year at the
helms of the Red Raider program, success-
fully reeled in 19 new recruits to Lubbock
including all five commits who were
drafted in the 2009 Major League Baseball
Draft. Those recruits drafted were Jay
Johnson, Brett Bruening, Bobby Doran,
Stephen Hagen and Brandon Petite.

Spencer said landing recruits who
have been drafted comes down to the
player’s mindset on what level they would
be more comfortable playing on.

“It’s really a crap shoot,” Spencer said.
“There’s some luck involved. The biggest
thing when you're dealing with kids is the
kid says, ‘Hey, it’s going to take $200,000

to sign me.” The kids we got this year
stuck with their number and a lot of the
times kids will settle for less (than their
asking price).”

Pitcher Jay Johnson, expected to be
one of the top prospects from Canada in
the 2010 draft class, was drafted by the
Baltimore Orioles in the 25th round and
decided to stick with his commitment to
the Red Raiders rather than pursue his
dreams in the pros — at least for now.

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador
TEXAS TECH INFIELDER Barrett Barnes tags infielder Stephen Hagen in the Red Raiders’ first scrimmage
of fall practice on Monday at Dan Law Field.

“ just wanted to come down here and
play ball for coach Spencer and coach
Gustafson,” said Johnson, a transfer from
the Prarie Baseball Academy in Alberta,
Canada. “I decided it was a better op-
portunity for myself and to hopefully help
this team win. Playing against these guys
every day is going to make you better.”
While newcomers are interested in
getting noticed by the coaching staff, the
upperclassmen are interested in develop-

ing into better players and creating team
chemistry.

“Itfeels great to be back with my team
and to see all the new faces is going to

be a great experience to see how these *

new guys compete with us and what
they bring to the table,” pitcher Chad
Bettis said.

Tech is coming off a successful 2009
season, making the conference tourna-
ment for the first time since 2006 at

ADIER/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH INFIELDER Joey Kenworthy throws on the move during
the Red Raiders’ scrimmage on Monday at Dan Law Field.

25-32. Even with the sub-.500 record,
the Red Raiders almost played their way
to the conference championship game in
last year’s Big 12 Tournament.

The baseball squad expects a return
trip to the tournament and a better record

with the new talent in addition to 22
returning players.

“We set our goal there last year,” Bet-
tis said. “Now we need to beat it this year
and get the regior
»»michael.graham@ttu.edu

Tech soccer star Harrison done for season with ACL injury

By MIKE GRAHAM

Srarr Waiter

Texas Tech soccer senior forward
Brittney Harrison’s season is over
and future college career in question
after suffering a knee injury Friday
night in a 2-1 double overtime loss
to Alabama.

Alabama defender Grace Lawson
tackled Harrison from behind as she-
was attempting a breakaway shot
attempt. It officially was announced
Monday via a Tech Athletic Depart-
ment press release Harrison will miss
the remainder of the 2009 season with
a “knee injury.”

“(Harrison) has easily been the
most dangerous player we've had,”
coach Tom Stone said. “She’s made
an outstanding contribution to our
program, and we will miss her.”

Team spokesperson Matt Dowdy
said the specific injury is a torn ante-
rior cruciate ligament.

Stone said as of Monday evening

it was unknown what Harrison’s
rehabilitation will entail.

Unfortunately for both Harrison
and the Red Raiders, this could be the
end of the forward’s collegiate career.
Stone said she may have played too
much — eight games — this season
to be considered for a medical redshirt
from the NCAA.

“We have not even talked about
that,” he said. “At this point, we think
we've passed that point. The NCAA
would have to make an exception for
her to be granted a redshirt.”

Harrison exits the season with
five goals and an assist through seven
complete games and 11 minutes of the
Alabama match. As far as her career
is concerned, Harrison is among some
of the best Tech soccer players in the
program’s history, ranking fourth all-
time in points and goals.

She also is tied for sixth in assists
and second in career game-winning
goals with 10.

Harrison netted all of Tech’s

game-winning goals in the team’s four
wins this season prior to her injury.

However, Tech defeated Weber
State 2-1 on Sunday without Har-
rison. Midfielder Conner Williams
showed flashes of the breakaway speed
Harrison had while Dawn Ward net-
ted the game-winner.

For as much as Harrison and the
team might suffer from the ill-advised
tackle, Alabama’s Lawson was only
issued a yellow card — something
Stone said did not fit the offense.

“Technically speaking, if you
have a bad foul from behind you're
supposed to be ejected, even if it’s an
accident,” Stone said on Sunday after
the win against Weber State. “We
would never encourage a player to do
that, because it’s illegal. We wouldn’t
coach to do that, and Alabama wasn’t
coaching their kid to do it either. But
it’s the most dangerous foul in our
sport and that’s why most of the time
it’s punished.”

»»michael.graham@ttu.edu
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TEXAS TECH’S BRITTNEY Har-

rison suffered a season-ending leg

.injury against Alabama on Friday.

DALLAS (AP) — Shawn Mar-
ion had it easy when he broke into
the NBA. All he had to do was grab
rebounds for Jason Kidd to start fast
breaks, then hustle to the other rim
to try finishing off those quick scor-
ing chances.

It’s been eight years since they
were last together in Phoenix and
a lot has changed. Marion has
gone from rookie to All-Star to
journeyman, while Kidd has gone
from All-Star in his prime to elder
statesman polishing off a Hall of
Fame resume.

Now they’re teammates again,
reunited as part of a new Dallas
Mavericks lineup built around ver-
satile 30-somethings seeking their
first championship. The master
plan would get a big boost if Kidd
and Marion can rekindle their old
Suns success.

Shawn Marion glad to be
Kidd’s teammate again

“You will see it,” Marion said.

Kidd, Marion and fellow new-
comers Drew Gooden, Tim Thomas
and Quinton Ross were introduced
on their new home court Monday as
part of a news conference/fan event
that also included the unveiling of a
new alternate uniform and upgraded
video boards.

Most of the talk was about all the
different lineup combinations, with
Gooden joking about coming into the
league as a small forward but now being
viewed as a center. Marion, of course,
is nicknamed “The Matrix” because of
how many roles he can play.

“Shawn makes the game so easy,
especially above the rim, he gets
easy baskets,” Kidd said. “He can get
out there and defend (point guards)
through (centers). He’s a great team-
mate in the locker room, so 'm glad
to have him by my side.”
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TUTORS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

MATH TUTORING. 1330, 1331. $40/hour. 20
years experience. Mrs. Bobby McElroy. 806-745-
8373.

HELP WANTED

50TH STREET CABOOSE

Sports Bar hiring: servers, bartenders, cocktails,
hosts. Daily drink specials! 5027 50th. 796-2240.

ALLIED HEALTH major needed for male patient in
private home setting. Excellent opportunity for ex-
perience in field of health care. 795-7495.

COPPER CABOOSE
Hiring bartenders, cocktails for Texas Hold'Em
Tournaments. Tue/Thur/Sun 7pm. 56th & Ave Q.
744-0183.

COSTUME RENTAL SHOP
3520 34th (1 block west of Indiana). Apply in per-
son 11:00 to 6:00. Any schedule acceptable for
hours between 10:00 am & 7:00 pm.

PART TIME intern needed immediately at Quaker
Pine Apartments. Must work Saturdays. Fax (799-
1421) resume or bring to office at 4314 16th, or call
Pam at 799-1821.

PART-TIME help. Teachers aide. 12:30pm-6pm, or
3pm-6pm. Apply at Hope Lutheran School at 5700
98th.

POOR AND PALE?
Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online
www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 3 locations 82nd &
Slide, 4th & Slide and 82nd & University.

STUDENT NEEDED as a part time assistant in a
physical therapy position for male patient in private
home. Training will be provided. Excellent oppor-
tunity for experience in field of health care. 795-
7495.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in Lubbock. 100% free
to join. Click on Surveys.
TELEMARKETERS NEEDED:
time. $8/hr + bonus. 792-2581.

Part time & full

FASHION/DESIGN DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
Handcrafted jewelry business seeking a part-time
assistant. Interview in person by calling 577-1332.
FIREHOUSE GRILL and bar now hiring servers.
Apply in person 1719 Buddy Holly.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS open for hire: Bartender,
Wait Staff/Cashier AM/PM, Front Desk Associates,
Houskeeping Room Attendants. Please apply in
person at Holiday Inn Towers, 801 Ave. Q.

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
YWCA is hiring part time and substitute staff for
our child development center. Located at 3101
34th. Our Headstart program located at 1500 Ave.
N. Applications available at both locations from 7-6
Monday-Friday.

LOCAL MARIACHI group seeking experienced
trumpet and violin players. Please call 806-781-
6257, 806-745-5394.

2822 35TH - 2/1 Central H/A. Near Tech. $575,
$300 deposit. Call 790-5865.

LOOKING FOR individuals for direct sales who like
fitness, health, and want energy. Extra bi-weekly
income. Become part of a strong team. More infor-
mation 505-944-5220.

MR. AQUARIUM now accepting applications. Al
positions. 2523 34th.

1 PERSON only. All bills paid, $475. Very nice effi-
ciency, lawn kept, polished oak floors, no pets.
2301 18th. 765-7182.

OFFICE HELP needed. Filing, Answering phones,
Data entry. Part-time, Flexible hours. 806-745-
9965.

1/1 ALL bills paid. $550. Nice duplex. Garage.
Large rooms. Washer/dryer furnished. Shady lawn
kept. No pets. 2301-14th rear. 765-7182.

1602-57TH. 4/2.5/3 two living areas. Al tile, fire-
place, pool. $1600. Castle Property Management.
783-3040. X

2216 30TH Rear 1/1 house. $350.00 w/$200.00
deposit. Refrigerator, stove, refrigerated air, secu-
rity system. No pets, great for stable student. Call
797-1043.

2316-18TH rear efficiency. Two blocks from Tech.
Al bills paid. $375. Castle Property Management.
783-3040.

2628 22ND. $1000/month. 3/2/2 Availble. Respon-
sible student. Last month free. 512-557-7224. 3122
21st. Same terms.

2628 22ND. Very large 2/2/2. Central H/A, W/D
connection, stove, dishwasher. $850. Shultz Realty
792-1200.

3 BEDROOM HOUSE $725

Near Covenant/Tech. Details at
byteguy.com/house.htm. 548-4370.

3/1/1 TECH terrace. 2707-33rd. Large backyard
with covered patio! Call for details 806-241-8760.

3/2/1 CENTRAL H/A, dishwasher, stove at 3022
57th. $900/month. 795-4213.

3302-28TH. 3/2/2 with office. Two living areas, cen-
tral H/A, W/D connections. Corner lot in Tech Ter-
race. $895. Castle Property Management. 783-
3040.

3318-26TH. 2bedroom/1bath. New paint and car-
pet. $700. Castle Property Management. 783-
3040.

3424-97TH. 2/2/2 plus basement. Fireplace,
fenced yard, W/D connections. $950 Castle Prop-
erty Management. 783-3040.

4205-17TH. Near Greek circle. All new inside. 3/3.
Stained concrete floors, W/D connections. $995.
Castle Property Management. 783-3040.

5834 E. 7th. Newer 3/2/2. W/D connections, secu-
rity gate, fridge, rear entry garage, patio, Internet
and cable-ready. $850. Castle Property Manage-
ment 783-3040.

6209 KNOXVILLE Drive. Completely updated
4/2/2. New carpet and paint. 2165 sq. ft. Fireplace,
central h/a, laundry room, covered patio. Perfect
for roommates. $1200. Castle Property Manage-
ment. 783-3040.

DISCOUNTER SELLING queen orthopedic mat-
tress & box set. Factory closeout, warranty. $140.
Delivery service. 806-549-3110.

FORFEIT DOUBLE size pillow top mattress set.
$120. Twin set, $100. All new. 806-549-3110.

7407 A. Ave X. Cozy 2bedroom/1bath quad. Fire-
place, central H/A, W/D connections. $525. Castle
Property Management. 783-3040.

8601 MEMPHIS Dr. #A18. 1/1 condo. Fireplace,
pool, central H/A, all appliances. $525. Castle
Property Management. 783-3040.

GIRLC'S WHITE bedroom set, colorful knobs. Brand
new. No middleman pricing, $550. Boy’s shiny
black bedroom set, $475. 806-438-0081.

LEATHER RECLINING loveseat & sofa. New from
manufacturing. Unused. Selling asap. Forfeit $980.
806-438-0081.

BACKYARD APARTMENT near Tech. Clean,
quiet, reasonable. No pets. 741-1800.

.GREAT MOVE in specials. 1 bedroom house, 1

block from campus. Upstairs with deck. Garage
storage and parking. Appliances. 2432-21st Rear.
$325/month,$200/deposit. 787-2323, 544-3600.

GREAT MOVE in specials. 3/2/2 house close to
campus. Move in 10-1-09. 2000 sq. ft., isolated
master, C H/A, W/D connections, appliances. 2405
33rd. $900/month, $500/deposit. 787-2323. 544-
3600.

NEAR TECH. 1
$350/month. Water
attached rear. 535-1905.

SPACIOUS 2 bedroom house. Convenient to
Tech. Double carport. 771-1890.

FOR SALE

A WATERBED mattress. King or California king pil-
low top. New. Shouldn't need box springs. $245.
806-549-3110.

bedroom
paid.

apartment.
2204-29th

MATTRESS, FURNITURE

Huge discounts. 5127 34th Street (34th & Slide).
785-7253.

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

NEED CASH
Buying any  gold/siver  jewelry.  Any
Condition. Avery and others. Varsity
Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH
officially  licensed  rings. Men’s  from
$545. Women's from  $295. Varsity

Jewelers. 1311 University.

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name cloth
ie & Fitch, Hollis

signer handbags. Guys &

girls. 806 777-8622

MISCELLANEOUS

ANTIQUED IVORY bedroom suite. Complete 5-
piece, ready to go. Never used.-Can put back in
original boxes. $650. 806-549-3110.

BUNK BED, sturdy wood. Brand new. Store price
$699, furniture direct price $299. Need mattress?
$80. 806-438-0081.

COMPLETE BED, headboard, frame, brand new
mattress set. $299. 806-549-3110.

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS

plus expense. Non/smoker, ages
SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0. Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

19-29.

“SERVICES

AFFORDABLE MOVING

Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable]
prices. Local or long distance. Boxes, paper, etc
Free estimate on the phone. Call 799-4033

]
EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.

Free Chicken Fried Steak Included. Only $26.95.

Cell 781-2931. More Information

www.LubbockClass.com.

LAKERIDGE COUNTRY CLUB
student  membership.  Call  Lynn  Hil

for info. 794-4444 ex.205.

LEARN TO FLY
HUB CITY AVIATION offers personalized flight
training at all levels, including beginners. Aircraft
rentals also available. Visit www.hubcityaviation.-
com or call 806-687-1070.

COLLEGE SKI & BOARD WEEK

4

BnpogENBIDg,

UBSKI™ www.uBsKi.coM

1-800-SKI-WILD = 1-B00-754-9453
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WASHINGTON (AP) — As Mi-
chelle Obama prepares to make a highly
personal appeal in Denmark on behalf of
Chicago’s bid to host the 2016 Summer
Olympics, the White House is leaving
open the possibility that President
Barack Obama

anonymity because a decision on the
president’s travel plans has not been
made.

An advance team always travels
ahead of the president to assess security
and make arrangements for accommo-
dations, even for

will make a last trips the president
minute decision * doesn’tend up tak-
15 join her. ho better than i,

Though the : . Valerie Jarrett,
president has M ZCI? €ll€ Obﬂmd a senior adviser to
said the health : the president, said
itk debate kespe to represent our i Cpeibe
him from com- 2 gen is not currently~
mitting to attend Countr}/ rlght on the president’s
the International : : ~ schedule. Chicago
Olympic Com- VALERIE JARRETT backers have urged
mittee’s Oct. 2 SENIOR ADVISOR the president to at-
meeting in Co- TO THE PRESIDENT tend the meeting,
penhagen, anad- : but Jarrett said the
ministration offi- bid committee is

. cial said an advance team traveled there

Monday to make preparations should
the president’s schedule open up.
~ The official spoke on condition of

thrilled to have the first lady — a
Chicago native with sky-high popular-
ity around the world — lead the city’s -
300-member delegation. :
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Both Obamas could attend Olympics vote

“Who better than Michelle Obama
to represent our country right now?”
Jarrett asked. '

Jarrett, a former vice chair of the
Chicago 2016 bid committee and head
of the White House Office on Olympic,
Pamyf;t—npic and Youth Sport, also will
travel to Copenhagen. She met with the
first lady and her staff last week to de-
velop a strategy for the home stretch.

Jarrett said Mrs. Obama’s presenta-
tion to the IOC will be “very personal,”
and will draw on her experiences grow-
ing up on the city’s South Side and later
raising a family in a home that is within
walking distance of some of the proposed
Olympic venues. :

During an Olympics rally at the
White House last week, the first Tady
said she feels “deeply honored” tobe able
to make the case for her hometown in
Copenhagen.

-“ know that Barack and I would
feel such tremendous pride to see the

Olympic torch burning brightly in the

~ city that we love so much,” she said.

Coach cleared in playet’s death resumes teaching

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — A
former Kentucky high school football
coach acquitted last week in the death of
aplayer was cleared Monday to return to
the classroom as a technical teacher and
apply for coaching positions. :

David Jason Stinson, 37, can resume
teaching at Pleasure Ridge Park High
School on Thursday, Jefferson County
Public Schools spokeswoman Lauren
Roberts said.

Roberts said Stinson met Monday
with school district officials, including
Superintendent Sheldon Berman. After
that, officials decided to allow Stinson to
return to the school where he was teach-

ing and coaching when he was indicted. i

Stinson also received a letter saying he
could apply for coaching jobs.

“You are welcome to apply for posi-
tions of your choosing,” employee rela-
tions director Caroline Meredith wrote
in the letter released Monday. “We wish
you well as you continue your career.”

A jury last week deliberated less than
90 minutes before finding Stinson not
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guilty of reckless homicide and wanton
endangerment charges stemming from
the collapse and death of 15-year-old
sophomore offensive lineman Max
Gilpin.

Gilpin became ill and fell at the end
of practice on Aug. 20, 2008. He died
three days later at a Louisville hospital
of heat stroke, sepsis and multiple organ

failure. A grand jury indicted Stinson

in January.
Prosecutorssaid Stinson ran the play-
ers to the point of abuse, causing Gilpin’s
death. However, Stinson’s attorneys
said that the practice wasn’t unusual

 and that multiple factors contributed to

Gilpin's death.

A message left for Todd Thompson,
the attomey for Gilpin’s mother, Michele
Crockett, was not immediately returned
Monday.

Brian Butler, one of Stinson’s attor-
neys, said Stinson wants to coach again.
In a statement on the Web site www.
supportourstinson.com, Stinson and his
wife, Monica, thanked supporters for

their prayers during the trial.

“Your support did not put a teacher
back in the classroom and a coach on the
football field,” the statement said. “What
itdid do s puta Jesus-loving teacher and
coach back where he belongs and that
is making a difference in the lives of our
students.”

Rodney Daugherty, a friend of Stin-
son’s who runs the Website, said Stinson
may meet with school officials about
coaching this season. ;

“He doesn’t need to be a head
coach,” Daugherty said. “If he can help
this football team by calling plays from
the press box, that’s what he'll do.”

In July, Berman said Stinson would
be allowed to teach and coach if he were
acquitted. Berman also said Stinson
used poor motivational techniques in
handling the players the day Gilpin
collapsed. : .

Crockett and her ex-husband, Jeff
Gilpin, have sued Stinson and other
school officials over the death. That case
is set for trial in February.

Mayfield might

see doctors soon

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — .
NASCAR asked a federal judge
Monday to order a mental and
physical examination on suspended
driver Jeremy Mayfield to determine
if he has a substance-abuse problem
and/or attention-deficit hyperactiv-
ity disorder. -

The filing in U.S. District Court
includes three affidavits and one
deposition from four different people
who claim to have witnessed May-
field using methamphetamines
multiple times since 1999.

The deposition is from former
brother-in-law David Keith, who
testified he witnessed Mayfield snort
methamphetamine in"his house,
garage and car from 1998 through
2000. The deposition was taken
Aug. 19, with attorneys for NA-
SCAR and Mayfield in attendance,
and Keith testified the drivers’ drug
use escalated to daily usage.

NASCAR suspended Mayfield
for failing a random drug test col-

. lected May 1 and said he twice tested

positive for methamphetamines.
Mayfield has denied using the il-
legal drug.

He is now suing NASCAR, alleg-
ing his positive test result from May
1 came from the mix of the prescrip-
tion drug Adderall for ADHD and
the allergy medication Claritin-D.

NASCAR asked U.S. District
Judge Graham Mullen to order
Mayfield to report for a psychiatric,
neuropsychological and physical ex-
amination in November. NASCAR
selected the physicians it wants to
examine Mayfield.

Texans looking to
stop inconsistency

HOUSTON (AP) — Coach Gary
Kubiak celebrated Houston’s bounce-
back win over the Tennessee Titans
with his team this weekend.

On Monday. jubilation was re-

» placed with reality as Kubiak discussed

Houston’s pathetic running game and
porous run defense. Houston is aver-
aging 50.5 yards rushing a game and
allowing 215.

“We're very realistic,” Kubiak said.

" “Youssit here and watch the film today

and we understand our problems. And
these statistics don't lie. So [ think our
guys are very humbled by what’s going
onand know the issues that we have and
understand that we can be pretty dam
good or pretty darn average.”

He also knows that Maurice Jones-
Drew, who'll visit on Sunday with the
Jacksonville Jaguars (0-2), must be
“licking his chops” at the prospect of
facing this defense.

“I would think he’s pretty excited
with the yards we've been giving up on
the ground,” Kubiak said. “Like I told
the guys today, ‘It doesn’t stop. The
backs will keep coming and they’ll keep
trying to run the football on you until we
stand up and get it stopped.”

The Texans (1-1) believe their
run defense can be fixed and that they
have the right people to be successful.
The Titans’ Chris Johnson gained 148
of his 197 yards rushing on two plays
on Sunday.

Steve Slaton must improve for
Houston’s running game to get going.
He rushed for a franchise-record 1,282
yards last season, but has struggled so
far this season. Kubiak believes he can
run better, but is most concerned about
his fumbles.

The second-year player’s three
fumbles this season match his total from
last season.
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