fon]Nebraska

Seapages

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2009
VOLUME 83 B ISSUE 131

Serving the Texas Tech University community since 1925

Student Senate approves funding

By KENDYL SEBESTA
Starr WRITER

funding by the senate to advance the
Engineering Society in attending na-
tional conferences, while the Muslim
Student Association received $360 in
additional funding to attend several
conferences.

dent organization
amendments dis-
cussed Thursday by
the Tech Student
Senate included
increased funding

they are repre-
senting and then
budget and finance
defends their pro-
posed budget,”
Baumgartner said.

the undergraduate
student organiza-
tion portion of the
bill, the senate
voted to approve
two increases in

The Texas Tech Student Senate
allocated $325,495 in supplemental
funding to graduate and under-

( l N B RI E F) graduate Tech student organizations the total under- A “We typically pro- requests by the . The student association for fire ecol-
Thursday through the passing of the ~graduate budger, FREVEREIER  vide $500 to out- CROWE  National Society WILLIAMS ogy also received an additional $200

STATE 2009-2010 Student Organization whilestrikingdown standing first-year of Black Engineers, in funding to support undergraduate
; Funding Bill. three additional student organization  funding organizations, while we usually  the Muslim Student Association, the attendance at international fire ecol-

James Baumgartner, internal vice increase requests. are more cautious of new organizations  Tech Horse Judging Team, the Colle- ogy conferences hosted throughout

DPS prevented from

: . president of the Tech Student Gov- “As a point of note, student orga-  because we are not sure how they will giate Horsemen and the Clay Club. the year.
enforci ng license rules emnment Association, said after hear- nization senate representatives ask for  handle their funds.” The National Society of Black En-
DALLAS (AP) — A judge ing several proposed amendments to  additional funding for the organization The proposed undergraduate stu-  gineers was awarded $720 in additional SGA continued on page 2 PP

blocked the Texas Department of
Public Safety on Thursday from
continuing to enforce new rules that
prevent some legal immigrants from
obtaining driver’s licenses and identi-
fication cards.

State District Judge Orlinda L.
Naranjo in Austin issued a temporary
injunction and found DPS acted
outside its scope of authority when it
adopted the policy last year.

“This case is not about illegal
immigrants obtaining driver licenses,
it is about legal residents who have
been denied or have been threatened
a denial of a driver license,” Naranjo
wrote.

NATION

Obama seeks $83.4
billion in war money

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Barack Obama asked Congress
on Thursday for $83.4 billion for U.S.
military and diplomatic operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan, pressing for
special troop funding that he opposed
two years ago when he was senator and
George W. Bush was president.

Obama'’s request, including money
to send thousands more troops to
Afghanistan, would push the costs of
the two wars to almost $1 trillion since
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, ac-
cording to the Congressional Research
Service. The additional money would
cover operations into the fall.

WORLD

Suicide bomber
kills 5, wounds 17

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan (AP)
— A suicide bomber attacked a police
drug eradication unit in southern
Afghanistan on Thursday, killing five
people and wounding 17, an official said.
The Taliban claimed responsibility.

The attacker struck the patrol in
Lashkar Gah, the capital of Helmand
province, a major drug-producing area,
said Kamal Uddin, deputy provincial
police chief. The police unit was travel-
ing in a convoy of vehicles headed for
nearby districts to eradicate poppies,
Uddin said.

Five people — two police officers
and three civilians— were killed in the
blast, said Daud Ahmadi, spokesman for
the provincial govemor.

DEATH TOLL

Us. milifary déths |n
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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NINA DACKO, A toxicology masters student from Chicago, removes dirt from a cast of a
footprint found at a mock crime scene Tuesday at the Institute for Forensic Science.
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First class of graduate forensic

science students set to complete master’s
degree program during summer

By GARRETT SALZMAN
Starr WRITER

They’re not just dead bodies to one Texas
Tech student who plans to set the record straight
about forensic science after she graduates in
August.

Chrystal Allen’s desire to promote a realistic
perspective of forensic sciences stems from
what the San Antonio native called “common
misconceptions fueled by crime scene dramas
such as CSL.”

Allen is one of several students on track to
graduate as a member of the first class to receive a
master’s degree in forensic science from Tech.

“People need to understand the CSI effect
is just not true,” she said. “Forensics is a truly
important and objective science dedicated to
solving crimes, and there’s so much more to it
than there being a perfect answer at the end of
all the work.”

After receiving her undergraduate degree in
biology from Tech, Allen enrolled in the master’s
degree program at the Health Sciences Center's
Institute for Forensic Science.

Allen believes her time in the program has
provided her with the skills and knowledge nec-
essary to realize her dream of becoming a DNA
analyst, she said. Forensic science is a broad field
with specializations including recovery of human
remains, fingerprinting and fiber analysis.

“I'm very knowledgeable now about a lot of
these specializations,” she said. “There aren’t
too many of these programs in the country, and
my involvement in it puts me a step ahead. I
think it’s made me an excellent and competitive
candidate.”

Allen said she already secured an internship

during the summer with the DuPage County
Sheriff’s Office in Chicago and feels excited to
be a member of the first graduating class of the
forensic science program at Tech.

“I think it’s such an honor,” she said. “I feel
the program has really prepared me to be suc-
cessful, and I get to be one of the first. I've been
here to watch it grow; and I'll get to watch it
continue to progress.”

Kathy Sperry, senior director for the Tech
Institute for Forensic Science, said the broad
base of knowledge students gain in the program
comes from the interdisciplinary study across
three colleges required for the degree.

Sperry said the graduate program is a result
the university opening classes in multiple col-
leges and departments to allow students in the
forensic program to earn credit toward their
degree.

“We really want our students to get a broad
base of both theoretical and practical experience
and knowledge,” she said. “Forensic science is a
huge field, and it really runs the gamut, but our
students are going to be as well prepared and even
better prepared when vying for jobs.”

Sperry said the program offers two tracks for
students interested in becoming either a forensic
scientist or a forensic examiner.

Forensic scientists normally earn a undergrad-
uate degree in science while forensic examiners
often earn degrees in a social science. Students
are offered a core curriculum of courses at the
institute, which include subjects such as serial
offenders and blood stain analysis. Then they
are allowed to specialize by taking courses in the
other colleges.
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Tech athletics considering management company for The Rawls Course

By ALEX YBARRA

MANAGING EDITOR

After almost a decade of try-
ing to perfect the Jerry S. Rawls
Red Raider Golf Course, Manag-

.ing Director Jack North finally

can spend his time tending to the
details of his golf game instead
of the development of greens,
fairways and tee boxes.

North said he has decided

" to retire after flirting with the

possibility for more than a year,
but he wanted to stay on board
until after the women’s Big 12
Conference Championships are
played at The Rawls Course April
24 through April 26. North’s
last day of work will be April 30,
Tech Athletic Director Gerald

Myers said.

“With the retirement I draw,

and the social security I can draw,
I'll be making more money-retired
than [ am working. That’s the main
reason.” said 62-year-old North,
who worked with Tech food services
for 11 years before switching to The
Rawls Course in 2001, although it
officially opened in 2003.

Myers said North informed him
of his decision to retire several
months ago. :

Since there was an ample
amount of time before North
actually stepped down, Myers
said he spoke with various Tech
officials, including President Guy
Bailey, about bypassing a direct
replacement at managing director
and hiring, or outsourcing to a

professional golf course manage-

ment company.

“We decided to go with a man-
agement company because there’s
some excellent companies out
there,” Myers said.

Tech Deputy Athletic Director
Bobby Gleason said a request for
proposals was sent out to vari-
ous golf management companies
around the country with a deadline
set for the end of March, giving
potential prospects three weeks

to respond.

And with The Rawls Course

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador

THE RAWLS COURSE may have a professional management company

being Golfweek’s No. 3-rated uni-

versity course in the nation in 2008,
the requests were sure to garner
some attention. Since the deadline,
the company search has been sliced
in half from four to two, Myers
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said, and interviews will take place
within the next couple weeks.
Myers admitted he was not at
liberty to give out the names of the
competing companies “because we

CIRCULATION: 806-742-3388

take over for Managing Director Jack North, who will retire April 30.

don’t know who is gonna come in

for interviews just yet. We have a
just 'y

good idea, but it’s not all set yet.”

RAWLS continued on page 7 23
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CAMPUS NEWS FLASH

School of Law

e The Texas Tech School of Law will host a forum on legal issues faced by minority groups — specifically gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgendered people — from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. April 16 at the Mark and Becky Lanier Professional

Development Center.

College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources

e The Tech Meat Animal Evaluation Team won the national championship March 27 at the National Meat Animal
Evaluation Contest. Tech has won the championship, which was hosted this year at Oklahoma State University,
three years in a row. Tech’s Drew Perez led the team as a high-point individual.

Miscellaneous

o The April 14 Parasocial Relationships lecture by Jackie Fitzpatrick was canceled due to scheduling conflicts. The
event was the final event for Healthy Relationships Month.

o The 2009 Arbor Day celebration will take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 24 in Memorial Circle, featuring A

the concert band Kingsley, free shirts and free food.

Health Sciences Center School of Medlclne

e The annual March of Dimes, March for Babies walk will take place at 9:30 a.m. April 25 in Mackenzie Park. The
March, hosted by the Texas Tech School of Medicine Dean Dr. Steven Berk, consists of a four mile walk, but

completing the entire track is not necessary for participation. Proceeds from the event will benefit preventionand .

et

solution premature birth research, educate women regarding healthy pregnancies, provide help and information
to families with infants in intensive care, and support newborn screening and health insurance for all children

and pregnant women.

HSC Miscellaneous

o The Health Sciences Center will host a Quality Enhancement Plan Interprofessional Teamwork event April 9
through April 16 in the first floor lobby area of the Health Sciences Center Academic Classroom Building. The
event will work to promote interprofessional teamwork as part of the SACS accreditation requirement for the
Health Sciences Center and will be open to all interested faculty, staff, students and the Lubbock community.
Complimentary lapel pins, T-shirts, water bottles and pens will be prov1ded to participants each morning and

afternoon while supplies last.

e Orientation sessions for new Tech Health Sciences Center faculty will resume from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p-m. April 20
and from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. April 21 in Health Sciences Center Room BA125. All new employees are required
to attend the orientation sessions along with direct Tech transfers. Student assistants are not required to attend

the session, however.

HSC Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

o The Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences will receive an on-site visit from the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools April 16 through April 19 in order to assess whether the School will receive re-accreditation

in December.

¢ The Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences will host a Biochemistry Graduate Student Seminar Series at noon
April 16 in the Health Sciences Center Academic Classroom Building Room 110. Jason Cooper, a graduate
biochemistry student, will dlscuss ceramides and ROS in cytotoxicity of the synthetic retinoid fenretinide and

its metabolites.

Kim proves he remains in charge of NKorea

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
visibly grayer and thinner Kim Jong
Il proved Thursday he remains in
charge of communist North Korea,
presiding over parliament in a tri-
umphant return to center stage after
months out of the public eye follow-
ing a reported stroke.

Limping slightly, Kim arrived
at-the-grand-hall housing.the
687-seat Supreme People’s As-
“sembly to a standing ovation and
praise for a weekend rocket launch
heralded as “historic” at home
though assailed in some nations
as provocative.

A master at building drama, Kim
fed the world’s curiosity for months
about his health after reports said
he had a stroke and underwent
brain surgery in August — though
North Korea has denied that he was
ever ill.

Kim solemnly acknowledged his
reappointment as chairman of the

powerful Natiohal Defense Com-
mission, which under North Korea’s
constitution makes him the nation’s
top leader while his father, late North
Korea founder Kim Il Sung, remains
“eternal president.”

“Having comrade Kim Jong Il at
the highest post of our country again
is a great honor and happiness for
our military and people and a great
happy event for all Korean people,”
a newscaster said on state TV.

State media made no mention
of Kim from August until October,
when there indications that he
had re-emerged, with accounts of
his visits to farms, factories and
military bases. But no video im-
ages of him were released until
this week.

And Thursday’s appearance was
his first at a major public event, with
taped video footage broadcast the
same.day, finally putting to rest any
question about whether he has recu-
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perated from the reported stroke that
sparked fears of a succession crisis in
the nuclear-armed nation.

Kim looked healthy, if older, on
Thursday, but the weight loss ap-
peared to have been sudden, leaving
the skin on his once-pudgy face
hanging loosely.

Despite the limp, it was clear
“Kim Jong Il has no problem rulihg
the country,” said Yang Moo-jin, a
professor at Seoul’s University of
North Korean Studies.

Outside observers were watching
closely for signs he may be laying the
groundwork for a successor following
the health scare.

Kim has ruled the impoverished
nation of 24 million with absolute
authority since his father’s death
in 1994, allowing no dissent or
opposition. Both Kims thrived on
an intense cult of personality, with
their portraits hanging in nearly
every room.

Lubbock prepares for 2010 Census

By HALIE HARTMAN
Starr Waner

The Lubbock City Council ap-
pointed members to the Lubbock
Complete Count Committee for
the 2010 census Thursday in the
council meeting.

The members will serve on the
committee to promote responses in
Lubbock for the census next April,
said Mayor Tom Martin.

The U.S. Census Bureau con-
ducts a census every 10 years and is
an official count of everyone living
in the United States. The census is

- mandated by the Constitution and

participation is required by law, ac-
cording the bureau’s Web site.

Committee members will raise
awareness about the census and
educate Lubbock residents about
what the data is used for, said
Patrick Aten, an assistant to the
city council. ;

“A common reason people
do not participate in the census
is because they are afraid of the
government knowing anything
about them,” he said.

However, all personal informa-
tion submitted to the bureau must
be kept confidential by law, and
the penalties for any census worker
who divulges any private informa-
tion is severe.

The census primarily is admin-
istered through mailed forms that
contain questions about the name,
age, sex and race of each individual
in a household and their relation
to others in the household.

According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, data is used to distribute
congressional seats to states, make

decisions
about what
community
services to
provide, and
to distribute
$300 billion
in federal
funds to lo-
cal, state and
tribal govern,
ments each year.

Aten said census numbers also are
used by the city of Lubbock for plan-
ning purposes and redistricting.

The data is not used only by
governmental agencies, said Dave
Buckberry, from Lubbock’s Planning
Department, who will serve at the
staff liaison for the Lubbock Com-
plete Count Committee. It is used
by businesses to determine location
and marketing, charitable organiza-
tions to determine needs in the com-
munity, and even by people at Texas
Tech for academic research.

It also would be used to study
various age groups and the sort of
population that is available to attract
to Tech, he said, which is why it is
important for students to complete
the census.

“The census is a snapshot in
time, so it is where you live as of
April 1, 2010,” he said. “So, all the
students are counted as Lubbock’s
population.” :

Students tend to be one group
that historically have been under-
counted, Buckberry said.

“If students are out there living
on their own for the first time,
they probably do not even recall
the last census,” he said, “so many
of them simple would be unaware

that they have to participate in
the census.”

Lubbock is vulnerable to an
undercount, and efforts by the city
to establish committees, such as the
Lubbock Complete Count Com-
mittee, have helped to reduce the
chance of an undercount.

“In 1980 we estimated that we
had a 3.5 percent under count, in
1990 2.6 percent under count, and
in 2000 we estimated that there was
actually a 0.2 percent overcount,”
Buckberry said.

The U.S. Census Bureau reported
Lubbock had a population of 222,636

-in 1990, 242,628 in 2000 and esti-

mated in 2008 that the population
was about 264,418.

Mayor Tom Martin appointed
the chairman, Brian Nicholson, and
vice chairman John Steimetz, of the
committee.

Members of the council appointed
Bill Maloy, Vicki Nixon, Tina Betts,
R] Givens, Victor Hernandez, Susan
Barrick, Christy Martinez-Garcia,
Josie Sulaica, Gregory Ricks, Andy
Turner, Hilton McLaurin and Ruth
Schiermeyer to serve on the com-
mittee.

The three members appointed
by the Lubbock County were David
Nelson, James Kitten and Kenny
McKay.

The regional census office in Dal-
las started its first operation April 6,
according to a Dallas Region 2010
Census news release. The postal
service will deliver the advanced
letters around March 10, 2010, and
the questionnaires will be delivered
from March 17, 2010 to March 19,
2010.
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US warship watches Somali pirates

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Somali
pirates and their hostage American sea
captain were adrift in a lifeboat Thurs-
day off the Horn of Africa, shadowed
byaU.S. destroyer with more warships
on the way in a U.S. show of force.

The U.S. brought in FBI hostage
negotiators to work with the military
in trying to secure the release of Capt.
Richard Phillips of Underhill, Vt. An
official said the bandits were in talks
with the Navy about resolving the
standoff peacefully.

As the high-seas drama stretched
into asecond day, the freighter that was
the target of the pirates steamed away
from the lifeboat under armed U.S.
Navy guard, with all of its crew safe —
except for the captive captain.

The pirates tried to hijack the
U.S.-flagged Maersk Alabama on
Wednesday, but Phillips thwarted the
takeover by telling his crew of about 20
to lock themselves in a room, the crew

- told stateside relatives.

The crew later overpowered some

The DT Reader’s Choice Survey is

of the pirates, but Phillips, 53, surrendered
himself to the bandits to safeguard his
men, and four of the Somalis fled with
him to an enclosed lifeboat, the rela-
tives said.

Phillips has a radxo and contacted the
Navy and the crew of the Alabama to
say he is unharmed, the Maersk shipping
company said in a statement, adding that
the lifeboat is within sight of the USS
Bainbridge, the naval destroyer thdt ar-
rived on the scene earlier Thursday. ;.

The Alabama began sailing toward
the Kenyan port of Mombasa — s origi-
nal destination — and was expected to
arrive Saturday night, said Joseph Murphy,
a professor at the Massachusetts Maritime
Academy whose son, Shane Murphy, is
second in command of the vessel. The
elder Murphy said he was briefed by the
shipping company.

A US. official, who asked not to be
identified because of the sensitivity of
the situation, said a Navy team of armed
guards was aboard the Alabama.

The Bainbridge had arrived earlier

in the day near the Alabama and the
lifeboat. Maersk shipping company
spokesman Kevin Speers told AP Radio
the lifeboat was out of fuel and “dead in
the water.”

The U.S. Navy sent up P-3 Orion
surveillance aircraft and had video of
the scene.

Gen. David Petraeus, head of the U.S.
Central Command, said more ships would

be sent to the area because “we want to

.. ensure that we have all the capability that

might be needed over the course of the
coming days.”

The additional ships are a show of
force in response to a rise in the number
of attacks and the first one on a U.S.-
flagged ship, according to a senior U.S.
defense official who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not authorized
to discuss operational matters. He said
they would give the U.S. military more
eyes on the threatened area and make
the pirates think twice before trying to
seize another ship, but it was not enough
to mount a blockade.

SGA

organizations ask for additional money
during the year.
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Sexual messages in media discussed at awareness event

during Sexual Assault Awareness Month

PHOTO BY RUBEN CASTILLOT/The Daily Tore

CHRISTOPHER SMITH, A counselor at the Texas Tech Student Counseling Center, speaks about sexual
messages in the media Wednesday in Human Sciences Building. The event is one of many the center will host

By GARRETT SALZMAN
Srarr Wairer

Texas Tech students and faculty
discussed the effects of sexual messages in
the media Wednesday as part of the Stu-
dent Counseling Center’s Sexual Assault
Awareness Month.

Christopher Smith, a pre-doctoral
intern for the Student Counseling Cen-
ter, said the event was created to better
understand how media influence sex and
personal relationships and to help students
beconge aware of the effects those messages
can have.

Smith said he believed sexual mes-
sages in the media are ever-present, and
the objectification depicted in these mes-
sages has become increasingly harmful to
audiences.

“It’s always been there, and it always
will be,” he said. “The difference is that
things have gotten more provocative as
the objectification has increased.”

Smith and Tricia Earl, coordinator of
the Women'’s Studies Program at Tech,

led a discussion about the way women are
depicted in the media. Although sexually
suggestive or explicit material in mass
media is normally a concern for younger
children, Earl said understanding these
messages becomes even more important
in college.

“Students are their own boss in col-
lege,” she said. “It’s an opportunity to
challenge what you've been taught and
discuss your own beliefs and assumptions
to create your own opinion.”

After the discussion, participants
watched “Dreamworlds 3,” a film about
sexual depictions in music videos Earl said
often instigates discussion when shown
during her women'’s studies classes.

“Some students don’t feel comfortable
saying what they want to say,” she said.
“This film really brings a response out of
the students that may have beenssitting in
thie corner biting their lip.”

Smith said advertisements such as
commercials for Axe body spray often
depict women and men as a part of their
anatomy instead of an individual and

complete person. While showing ads
featuring both objectified men and objecti-
fied women, he said it was important to
he aware of the messages students receive
from the media.

“If you're not a conscious consumer of
the media, then you're taking these lyrics
and images at face value,” he said. “We
should be aware that kids and sadly even
some adults see these messagesand can’t go
beyond the surface of the meanings.”

Lindsey Brookshire, a freshman psy-
chology major from Grapevine, said she
believed being careful with what images
and messages children are exposed to con-
cerning sex is important because not much
can be done about removing those images
and messages by the time students such as
herself reach college.

“College students have seen every-
thing they’re going to see in the media,”
Brookshire said. “They know what they’re
getting themselves into, but the media
definitely effects kids and gives them a
false expectation of college.”
»e-garrett.salzman@ttu.edu

Outdoor Pursuits Center offers weekly bicycle rides

By TREVOR MILLER
Cowrnmuring Waver

The Outdoor Pursuits Center
at Texas Tech meets for a weekly
mountain bicyele ride and clinic most
Wednesday evenings.

David: Young, who has worked
at the center for a year and leads
Wednesday night rides, said the
weekly ride is open to anybody, both
experienced and first-time riders.

“Anybody or any level of rider —
it doesn’t matter,” Young said. “We |
just see who comes, and then we take
it from there.”

This week, several students met
at the center, which is located on
the outside of the Robert H. Ewalt
Recreational Center, and then loaded
their bicycles up and headed to the
mountain-bike trails located south of
East 19th Street near Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulévard and Canyon
Lake Drive.

The area has many trails to ac-
commodate both beginning and
advanced riders, Young said. The

distance riders’ travel varies from
week to week, but on average, bi-
cyclists will ride an average of six to
seven miles. -

He said students can bring their
own bicycles to the clinic or can rent
one for $10 from the Outdoor Pur-
suits Center, which is a discounted
rate. He said it usually costs $15 per
day or $30 dollars per weekend to
rent a bicycle from the center.

Young said the center has tools
students can use free of charge to
work on their bicycles or a mechanic
is available if students needed one to
work on their bicycle for them.

Megan Cullum, a senior exercise
and sports sciences major from Dal-
las who has worked for the center
for a year and a half, said she liked
the clinic and found it to be good
exercise.

“I think it’s a cool chance for
people to find out what the OPC
is about,” Cullum said, “and also to
meet new people and get outside.”

On a scale of one to ten, she said
she would rate the trails used during

Wednesday rides at a six or a seven
based on difficulty. However, she
said there are trails most first-time
riders would have no problem
with.

Chase Williams, a sophomore
marketing major from Ft. Worth,
said he participated in the weekly
bicycle ride once before and was
going again for his second time
Wednesday.

He had a lot of fun his first time
and thought it was a really good
workout, he said. Part of the fun
included a race when some of the
other riders decided to add a little
competitiveness to the evening.

“There was a race, and I didn’t
expect much out of it, but it kicked
my butt,” Williams said. “I'd say for
a lot of riding, you have to be in
pretty good shape. With the wind
out here, it takes a toll on you.”

Students who want to find out
more information about the biking
clinics can contact the Outdoor
Pursuits Center at 806-742-2949.
s john.miller@ttu.edu

Forensics «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jim Childers, director of program
development at the forensic science
institute, said seeing students receiving
their degrees in August would be the
realization of a vision that began seven
years ago.

The master’s program began admitting
students for the Fall 2007 semester, but
planning for the program began in 2002,
Childers said. The program will continue
to take about 30 students every year, de-
spite increased interest from students.

In addition for preparing students to
become forensic specialists, Childets said
another goal of the program is to provide
short courses for local law enforcement to
learn new skills and stay current concern-
ing research in the field of forensics.

“We have three missions here,”
he said. “Academic, research and law
enforcement training. One of the ways
we are funded is that we are given a lot
of money by the Department of Justice
to develop the training of these law
enforcement officers, and it’s something
we're invested in.”

Johnny Quilimaco, a first-year stu-
dent from Midland, said his experience
in court after being assaulted in 2007 gave
him a personal reason to pursue a career
as a forensic examiner. )

“In the trial that came out of that
incident, there were lots of forensics and
questions from the cops involved,” he
said. “Honestly, I just thoughe the whole
thing wasn’t handled correctly. It was very
frustrating. That case is what drew me into
forensics and my desire to see what [ could
do to contribute to society.”

Quilimacosaid he believes he learned
valuable information during his year
with the program and looks forward to
contributing to law enforcement after
earning his degree. He said he would
encourage students who may not know
which direction to take after earning
their undergraduate degrees to explore
the field of forensics.

“If someone is looking for a new
direction, this is a great way to go,” he
said. “There are so many opportunities,
and the answers aren’t always there.
can promise you won’t ever get bored,
and every case is different. It's always

fascinating.”
se-garrett.salzman@tiu.edu
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FITNESS FRIDAY

Exercisers need to review pre-made workout plans carefully

When coming back from a break at
the gym, it is very easy to go online and
find pre-fabricated workout plans. If you
do this, be sure what you are looking at is
feasible because many of these plans put
its users at risk for injury.

The big check points you will want
to consider include if the plan pre-sets
a weight limit for you. For example, if it
suggests 10 reps with 150 lbs. If you are
less developed than the people who the
plan was written for, you will be straining
yourself out and endangering your hody.

Before beginning one of these plans,
you should consult a fitness professional
and a medical professional to ensure your
body can handle the increased work load
you are about to place on it.

If you are new to working out, you

John
Miller

should definitely consider having someone
more experienced, preferably a certified
trainer, to help you ensure you have proper
form throughout the workout. If you are
not executing the exercises properly, you
are at a great risk for injury again.

At the Robert H. Ewalt Student Rec-
reational Center, free group fitness classes
are offered, which cover all skill levels.
These classes include weight training, core

fitness and cardio classes.

The instructors who teach these
classes are trained thoroughly by the rec-
reational center to teach a challenging but

- fun workout class as well as prepare them

for classes that have a wide range of skill
levels in the room and need to have modi-
fications to the instructor’s exercises.
Regardless of your goals for exercising,
be sure you have a well established plan
that includes the input of professionals.
There are many workout plans available.
So, be sure yours is not setting you up
for injury.
B Have afitness related question?
John Miller is an ACE certified per-
sonal trainer and graduate of the
U.S. Army Ranger School. E-mall
him at john.j.miller@tiu.edu

portfolio.

Summer 2009 1s 5 p

Have questions? E-mail Summer

Positions available:

Staff writers (paid)

Includes sports, news and features

daniel.ybar

Looking for a summer job?

The Daily Toreador currently is hiring
dedicated, ambitious writers and artists
for its 2009 summer edition.

The publication comes out every Tuesday and Friday
during Summer Session I and I1. It serves as a great
opportunity to improve overall writing skills or build a
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~ Brimstone plus students equals ideas

crazy traveling evan-

gelist might be the

best thing that could
come to your uhiversity.

Over the past few days, Jed
Smock has been preaching in the
free speech area of Texas Tech,
and his message is clear: We’re all
going to hell.

.He’s not entirely sure what hell
is. The Bible describes it as a “lake
of fire,” but to him, that might
just be a metaphor. Hell could be
quite worse.

Smock has been traveling
around colleges in the United
States for 35 years preaching
God’s word, a calling he felt in
a hippie commune on the coasts
of Morocco. He was considering
traveling to India to learn about
religion from a swami, but that
plan fell through when he decided
to travel the United States and
bring the fear of God back to its

youth.

He’s not shy about how he feels
about today’s college students.
They’re hypocrites who claim to
be Christians but fail every day
to live up to the promise of the
Bible. ;

Tech students certainly have
strong feelings about these senti-
ments. A student standing next
to me was quick to point out he
doesn’t speak for all Christians.
To him, Smock was alienating
Christians everywhere.

When Smock started preach-
ing Monday, his crowd consisted
of a smattering of students, five

or eight at the most. Yesterday as
I was coming back from the book-
store, | found him surrounded by
more than 100 students.

He stood there

just keep on preaching about how
kissing was sinful. .
I wasn’t interested in any of
these things though. I quickly
saw the benefit

in his Panama
hat and suit with
his hand wrapped
around a wooden
staff topped with
a crucifix, and
his voice boomed
about how there
had to be plenty
of free will inthis
world in order
for God to mean
something.
Students sur-
rounded him

I quickly saw
the benefit Brother
Jed’s teachings
brought to the
campus, and to
me, it had little to
do with his vie

Smock’s teach-
ings brought to
the campus, and
to me, it had
little to do with
his views.

* His virtue
came from .the
side conversa-
tions students
were having
with one anoth-
er. They found
passion and ar-
gued with con-
viction. Some of

making jabs and
snide remarks,
but he kept on spreading his mes-
sage. Sometimes he would react to
the crowd. Sometimes he would

their arguments
lacked luster and polish, but they
had value all the same. They
were making a point, starting the

thetorical discourse, and by the
time the preacher left, groups had
developed and were talking about
real issues.

One group discussed predesti-
nation verses free will. Another
group talked about the theories
of matter and the conservation of
energy. Yet another group revealed
striking insight into the theory of
evil in the world.

In my four years of teaching,
I'd never seen anything like it.
Students were surrendering their
afternoon to talk about ideas, and
free food wasn’t even provided.
No student organization printed
flyers and sent out electroni¢ an-
nouncements. Instead,. they were
just given an opponent.

Smock describes his preaching
as aggressive. He believes Chris-
tianity has taken a backseat for
too long and should be making
the stand against the vice and

sin in the world, and the way
he made his case upset a group
of students.

But maybe that’s what edu-
cation is missing — an enemy.
While academics talk about wars
of ideas, we never really find a
tangible enemy to fight. Smock
was kind enough to come to us.

At the end of the day, I was
a convert in a non-traditional
sense. | was converted to the
fact discourses need to happen
and maybe that means a little
confrontation.

No one was worse off for
Smock’s visit. In fact, many dis-
covered a voice. Some found an
argument, and everyone located
some passion, an emotion the

world feared dead.

H Thorpe is an English graduate
student from Dallas. E-mail him
at ryan.thorpe@ttu.edu.

Trans fats issue should not
be on state legislators’ menu

ife is filled with lots of

Lchoices. Since we've all

been allowed free will,

we’re able to choose what we’ll do

for a living: where to live, who to
love and what to eat.

Not everyone in the govern-
ment believes we should be al-
lowed those rights, though. Some
in the Texas Legislature believe
they know better when it comes
to health and dining.

State Senator Eliot Shapleigh,
D-El Paso and Rep. Carol Alvarado
D:Houston believe Texas restaura-
teurs shouldn’t

Cole
Shooter

provide a certain kind of texture
or ‘mouthfeel.” The big problem is
that partially hydrogenated oil is
laden with lethal trans fat.”

Many of us are aware of the
dangers of trans fats, and yet
we still choose

have a choice in
what they serve
in their own es-
tablishments.
Their bills would
phase in bans of
trans fats in food
served in state
restaurants, fol-
lowing in the
footsteps of New
York who banned
their use in 2006
and California in
2008.

Shapleigh, in

y issue isn't with
the effects of the oils
used or what they
contain, but rather
that it isn’t the
government’s place
to intervene in their

we.

French fries over
the small green
salad at the drive
through. People
also are aware
of the dangers
they face when
they light up a
cigarette, go out
in the cold with-
out a jacket and
drive in a car, but
millions do these
things multiple
times per day.
The problem

a press confer-
ence at the Capitol Monday, said,
“What it will do is cause restau-
rants and others to use healthier
substances and cooking products
to make healthier Texans. You
see 200-pound 5th-graders; you
know we’ve got to do something
about it.”

If the bill is passed, those who
would violate the law could be fined
anywhere between $25 and $200.

According to The Campaign
to Ban Trans Fats Web site at ban-
transfats.com, their main concern
is with partially hydrogenated
oils, which is a major source of
trans fats. According to the Web
site, “Partial hydrogenation is an
industrial process used to make a
perfectly good oil, such as soybean
oil, into a perfectly bad oil. -

“The process is used to make an
oil more solid, provide longer shelf-
life in baked products, provide
longer fry-life for cooking oils, and

isn’t that these
people choose to do this, but some
legislators don’t believe the citi-
zenry is intelligent enough to make
decisions on these things that
could potentially be harmful.
Let’s face it; nearly everything
can be harmful. Sitting in front of
computer screens for prolonged pe-
riods of time, no.matter what type
of display it uses, can be harmful to
the eyes, yet millions spend their
days toiling in front of them.
Some may not be happy about
it, but if it comes down to unem-
ployment being easy on the eyes or
paying rent and bills, the choice is
simple. It shouldn’t be the govern-
ment’s place to tell people they
can't do it because it’s harmful.
Some politicians still seem
hell-bent on further implementing
the nanny state, because they feel
they know better than the average
person. In response to the New
York Times' article on the issue in
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2006 that contained the subhead-
ing “a model for other cities,”
Donald Boudreaux, an economist
at George Mason University said,
“model for what exactly? Petty
tyranny?! Or perhaps for similarly
inspired bans on other voluntary
activities with health risks? Clerk-
ing in convenience stores! Walk-
ing in the rain?”’

My issue isn’t with the effects of
the oils used or what they contain,

. but rather that it isn’t the govern-

ment’s place to intervene in their
use. They're working to keep us
from doing anything they think

isn’t proper to do, whether it’s

smoking, drinking or eating.

Obesity may be considered an
epidemic here, but it’s solvable
through one’s own will rather than
the will of the government. Many
aren’t interested in taking respon-
sibility for their own actions or the
actions of their children and look
for people to heap the blame on.

This time, it’s the restaurants.
Instead of getting their children
healthy food and sending them
from the Xbox to the bicycle,
some would choose to make
excuses for why their kids are
fat, and there are legislators who
are more than happy to oblige
in separating people from their
liberty.

President Ronald Reagan said,
“I don’t believe in a government
that protects us from ourselves.”

If those in the restaurant busi-

ness decided to move away from
making foods with trans fats, it
would be perfectly fine because
they made the decision of their
own free will.

But the government is inter-
ested in being in the business
of micromanaging people’s lives
from who they marry to what they
eat. Perhaps legislators should
look into being as diligent with
budgetary concerns as they are
with stealing their constituents’
freedoms.

& Shooter is a senior political sci-
ence major from Lubbock. E-mail

" him at cole.shooter@ttu.edu.

By AMY HOOVER
The Lawvzan (Que Stare U

tephenie Meyer’s “Twi-

light” series is a force to

be reckoned with. It is un-
stoppable, vomit-enducing, horribly
executed and utterly addicting.

At first blush this series is great for
tweens and prepubescent girls alike,
but when one investigates further
there is much to be found under
the muck of obsessive romance and
predictable plot turns. Along with
a pretty face to front the film and
plenty of propaganda, there seemed
to be no stopping the “Twilight”
hype.

I took the liberty of reading the
book (after seeing the movie, which
[ watched for entertainment value)
and was even.more irritated. after
reading it. This was a choice ] made
to better relate to most of my fernale

friends. If they aren’t uttering praise for
Edward the vampires suave air of ro-
mangce, they are imagining themselves
in the shoes of his love interest; Bella.

Once a week [ mentor high school
girls, and they are addicred to the dash-
ing Edward and helpless Bella. They
fantasize about their own personal
Edward who will ride in with his witty
perfection to save the day. Somehow,
though, I doubt they totally envision
the army of pursuing vampires or
werewolf neighbors that feed on hu-
man flesh.

The books left me completely
distressed. It wasn't because | feared for
the lack of reconciliation in Bdward and
Bella’s relationship as it came close to
crumbling several times, but because
young girls are reading this books and
becoming brainwashed by them. I know
this happens all the time. Popular media
has such a sway on everyday life, but,
really, a book about family-friendly

“Twilight’ sucks fun from culture

vampires that even has Bram Stoker
rolling over in his grave? Is this really
deserving of day-long discourses by girls
all over the country?

There is some literary value to parts
of the series, but once the basic storyline
is laid out, the flat characters and
exhausted emotions are really nothing
but a teeny-bopper’s fantasy.

Hot Topic sells tubs of glitter labeled
“vampire glitter” so that anyone can
look like the series’ heartthrob. T-shirts,
glow-in-the-dark fangs, fan clubs that
meet like infamous live action role play-
ers (aka LARPers) and Youtube rendi-
tions featuring puppets have infiltrated
everyday culture.

True, this is a fad that may only live
the course as long as the Harry Potter
base has existed, but there are still three
more movies to be made, and more suf-
fering for innocent bystanders to be had.
People need to find something better to
obsess over, fast.
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