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STATE
Bills would ban some
driver cell phone use

AUSTIN (AP) — If you talk or
text on your cell phone while driving
— and you know who are — the long
arm of the Texas Legislature may be
coming after you.

The House Transportation Com-
mittee heard from supporters and
opponents of bills Tuesday that would
ban hand-held cell phone use while
driving in certain situations. Some of
the proposals impose stiffer penalties
for accidents while a driver is using
a hand-held cell phone. Others ban
hand-held cell phone usage by motor-
ists in school zones.

NATION

Citi’s good news leads
markettobest dayof ‘09

NEW YORK (AP) — Wall
Street snapped out of its stupor
and posted its best performance
of the year Tuesday, finding
a badly needed glimmer of
optimism in the most unlikely
of places: Citigroup is actually
managing to turn a profit.

The 379-point gain for the
Dow Jones industrials, a rally of
almost 6 percent, was a welcome
break from almost uninterrupted
selling. But just as almost no-
body expects the banks to snap
back to health, almost nobody
thinks the market has hit its
bottom.

WORLD

Iraqi suicide attack kills
33; US blames al-Qaeda

BAGHDAD (AP) — A suicide
bomber struck Sunni and Shiite tribal
leaders touring an outdoor market after
a reconciliation meeting in a Baghdad
suburb Tuesday, killing up to 33 people
in the second major attack in the
capital area in three days.

The bombings are raising fears that
Sunni insurgents may be escalating
operations as the U.S. phases out its
combat role in Iraq and prepares to
withdraw troops from cities by the
end of June.

The attacks also suggest that insur-
gents are capable of exploiting weak-
nesses in [raqi security procedures. The
Iragis have been relatively successful

in curbing huge truck bombings that
were common years ago — but less so
against other tactics.

DEATH TOLL
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* US. military deaths in
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense

By HALIE HARTMAN
Starr WRiTER

Lubbock will receive funds
from the stimulus bill the U.S.
Congress passed last month for
two road projects in the city, ac-
cording to Steve Warren from the
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion in the Lubbock District.

The Texas Transportation
Committee approved $1.2 bil-
lion in stimulus funds under the
American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act. Stimulus fund
spending was approved by the
Texas Transportation Commis-
sion Thursday for 29 construc-
tion projects, two of which will

be in Lubbock, according to the
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion Web site. :

The City of Lubbock was al-
located $26.5 million of those
funds to put toward road projects
designated by the Metropolitan
Planning Organization, which is
responsible for making decisions
and overseeing transportation
planning process, according to
Steve Warren from the Texas De-
partment of Transportation in the
Lubbock District.

David Jones, director for the
Lubbock Metropolitan Planning
Organization, said the stimulus
money is supposed to be used to
enable communities to advance

construction of projects that other-
wise would not be started for many
years. The Lubbock Metropolitan
Planning Organization wants to
split the funds between two projects
that would improve Loop 289.

“One projectb is within a group
of projects that the City of Lub-
bock calls the Northwest Passage
Project,” he said.

The Northwest Passage Project
will widen West Loop 289 from
Frankford Avenue to Quaker
Avenue by two lanes and includes
construction of a bridge at Slide
Road and Loop 289, work on the
Fourth Street overpass, and chang-
ing the entrance and exit ramps

from Fourth Street to Quaker

Avenue, Jones said.

“The Northwest Passage Project

will open up a lot of vacant and
underdeveloped property north of
Loop 289,” Jones said. “This will al-
low developers to finally be able to
access that area and develop it.”

The second project would wid-
en West Loop 289 from 34th Street
to Frankford Avenue by adding two
additional lanes, and change the
entrance and exit ramps in that
area, he said.

Warren said the construction
projects are chosen based on re-
gional and economic significance.
The Northwest Passage Project
will cost about $40 million and the
second project about $18 million.

Stimulus funds to help construction costs

The money for these two projects
will come from the City of Lub-
bock, the Metropolitan Planning
Organization and stimulus funds,
Warren said.

Jones said without the stimulus
money neither of the projects,
which could significantly improve
traffic, would be started for several
years.

“Those two stretches of Loop
289 do not sufficiently carry the
volume of traffic that is on the
street,” he said. “So by adding two
additional lanes and widening.the
loop out, you add capacity for more
cars and reduce congestion, which
improves the flow of traffic.”
»»hayhay.hartman@ttu.edu

By HANNAH BOEN

StarF WRITER

A few years ago, Nikki Davis -

hesitated when revealing her
college major to people, but the
recipient of the McAuley Dis-
tinguished Engineering Student
Award for 2009 now says it with
a smile.

“At parties, I would always
introduce myself and say I was
an education major,” said the
petroleum engineering senior,
“because it was just more typi-
cal for a girl. People made as-
sumptions when I would say
engineering.”

Davis’ attitude has changed
through her years pursuing an
engineering degree, she said, and
now she is proud to be a female
entering an industry formerly
dominated by men.

“It’s a very fun thing to take
on,” she said. “You come in with
so many stereotypes and that’s
when you can really show your
abilities. It’s rewarding to show
what I can do.”

At a time when college grad-
uates no longer are guaranteed
a job, Davis said she has found
herself fortunate to find employ-
ment with ConocoPhillips, a
company that values diversity
and appreciates a female per-
spective.

Davis, who has a 4.0 GPA, has
been an intern with ConocoPhil-
lips for two summers and plans to
develop and advance her career
with the company.

She said finding employment
was easy compared to proving her-
self to her peers and her friends.

Some male peers in her classes
told her she didn’t belong, she said,
and other females questioned her
reasons for going into a career typi-
cally crowded with men.

Davis said she was forced to de-
cide if engineering was the future

she wanted for herself and accept

the consequences.

After graduating at the top of
her class at Midland Christian
High School, Davis said she con-
sidered a medical or engineering
degree because of her passion for
math and science. :

The inspiration of her grandfa-
ther, who is an engineer, convinced
Davis to pursue engineering.

Pamela Eibeck, dean of the
Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of
Engineering, said she is ready for
more women like Davis to break
into the engineering field.

“We certainly have women
engineers,” she said. “We just don’t
have enough of them.”

Eibeck said women tend to
gravitate to career fields ben-
efitting people, and although
engineering does benefit people, it

NIKKI DAVIS, A senior petroleum engineering major from Midla
The award goes to the top graduating engineering student at Texas Tech.

usually is not apparent to students
choosing a major to pursue after
high school graduation.
Although women have a high
success rate once they are in
the engineering college, Eibeck

said it is difficult to get them to
choose engineering for some of
the same reasons Davis has found
challenging. :
“Having people ask you, ‘Why
in the world would you want to

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The aﬂy Toreador
nd, received the McAuley Award in February.

do that? is a huge factor,” Eibeck
said. “Peer pressure that comes
from peer perception is a chal-
lenge.”

ENGINEER continued on page 5 »»
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Research funding in College of Engineering increases

By STEVEN SCHWARTZ

Srarr Wriver

The Edward E. Whitacre
Jr. College of Engineering saw
its most profitable fiscal year
in terms of research funding
in 2008, according to a report
released Friday.

The annual research report
for the college showed the over-
all amount of funds gathered was
$16.5 million, an 18 percent
increase compared to the $13.5
million gathered during the 2007
fiscal year. -

The 2008 fiscal year also
marked the fourth consecutive
year the College of Engineering

has had an in-
crease in over-
all research
funding.

Javad Hash-
emi, the asso-
ciate dean of
research at the 4
College of En-
gineering, said
the increase is important for the
reputation of the college.

“One area of comparison is how
much research funding you have.”
Hashemi said. “The more research
funding that you have, the more
prestigious your college is.”

According to the report, the
computer and electrical engi-

neering department gathered the

most funds with more than $8.5

ral Resources
was third with

working in the College of Engi-
neering have worked really hard

" HASHEMI

to do this,” Hashemi said. “It’s all
because of their work.”

The 18 percent increase in
2008 is nearing the funding goal
set by the college — $18 million
of annual research awards by 2012.
Pamela Eibeck, the dean of the
Whitacre College of Engineering,
said in an e-mail that the college
is on track to meet their mark in
three years.

“It is our faculty members’ pas-
sion for their areas of expertise that
has us on target to meet our goal
of $18 million of annual research
awards by 2012,” Eibeck said.
»»steven.schwartz@ttu.edu

more than $8
million. The
university re-
ceived about
$57.5 million
total in re-
search funding
for the 2008
fiscal year.

The reason for such a large
improvement is due to the quality
of faculty and staff working within
the College of Engineering, Hash-
emi said. The professors receive .
the majority of the proposals and
funding during the year.

“I think the faculty that are

million. The federal funds given
to the college accounted for 68
percent of the total amount, and
the remaining money was given
by the state of Texas, industrial
grants and non-profit organiza-
tions.

According to a report from the
Office of the Vice President for
Research, the College of Engineer-
ing topped other colleges in the
university in total funds gathered
for the 2008 fiscal year.

The College of Arts and Sci-
ences was the second most with
$16.3 million and the College of

Agricultural Science and Natu-
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Meat Judging Team continues winning streak

By CHELSEA KIMBLE

Srarr Warmer

The Texas Tech Meat Judging
Team took home its third win of the
2009 season during its last competi-
tion of the school year Saturday at
the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo and also took home a rare
eighth consecutive win.

“This win is Texas Tech Meat
Judging Team’s eighth consecutive
win,” said Markus Miller, a professor
in the Animal and Food Sciences
department and one of the team’s
coaches. “This is outstanding because
no other team has done this since
1973 and 1974.”

Miller said only one different
school has had consecutive wins
since 1974; that team won four in
a row.

“After winning in Houston, oth-
ers nationally and internationally
are looking at us and saying, ‘How
is Texas Tech doing this?” Miller
said.

Kevin Pond, Animal and Food
Sciences department chairman, also
was pleased about the tecognition the
program is receiving for the win.

“To have two teams go and come
back with first and second place
is great for the college,” he said.
“These wins are prestigious for Texas
Tech.”

John Burns, dean of the College

of Agricultural Sciences and Natural
Resources, was in Houston for the
competition, as well.

“] was at the awards ceremony
and could not have been more proud
of our young men and women,” he
said.

Travis O’Quinn, a meat science
graduate student from League City
and the student coach, said the vis-
ibility of winning promotes gradu-
ate students’ interests to the Meat
Science program. The meat judging
competition in Houston included 19
teams from 12 schools.

The competitions show others
what the college is doing, he said.
O’Quinn was a team member in 2006
and said this opportunity to go com-
pete also is beneficial to students.

“The competitions can help stu-
dents who want to be doctors and
lawyers as well as agriculture work-
ers,” O'Quinn said. “The meat judg-
ing consists of taking four carcasses
and whole sale cuts and ranking them
from most valuable to least valuable,
and everything is timed.”

Abby Long, a sophomore animal
science major from Boerne, said be-
ing a part of the meat judging team
and competing teaches students dif-
ferent skills for the future.

“Thinking critically and logically
is a skill I gain from competing, as
well as working with a team,” she
said.

Miller said this year’s team has
two things going for them — “A big
work ethic and team chemistry.”

Students are only eligible to
compete on the team for one year,
he said. The 2009 team has four more
competitions next fall, including the
Eastern National, American Royal,
Cargill Meat Solutions and the Na-
tional Championship.

“If the team stays humble and
unselfish, they will do well and have
a chance to win the National Cham-
pionship next fall,” Miller said.

Long said she thinks plenty- of
talent is available on the team.

“I believe we have a huge chance
to win,” she said. “We have 15 solid
judgers.”

Meagan Igo, a sophomore animal
science major from Plainview, said
facilities and faculty are helpful in
the success of the team.

“The meat lab and coaches -are
great at getting whatever product we
need for practicing,” Igo said: “We
are always able to see what we need to
see before competition, whether it's
meat from lowa or Plainview.”

Long said before college she had
no experience in agriculture.

“The coaches have taught me
everything I know, they’re great,”
she said.

Burns also complimented the
coaching of Miller and O'Quinn.

“Historically, our faculty coaches

PHOTO COURTESY OF TECH MEAT JUDGING TEAM

THE TECH MEAT Judging Team, from back left, Henry Ruiz, Sarah Calhoun, Tate Corliss, Meagan Igo,
Kelly Hutton, Kelsey Fletcher, Amber Krause, Abby Long, Matt Bruton, and from front left, Mark Miller, Josh
McCann, Collin Corbin, Josh Hasty, Adam Copeland, Brandon O’Quinn and Travis O’Quinn, won its eighth
straight competition in the 2009 season. ‘

have been the best in the country.
Certainly Travis and Mark have
continued that tradition of excel-
lence,” he said.

The 15-student team was split
into two teams of four. After an
all-day judging event beginning at
7 a.m., the two teams won first and
second place.

The students also must defend
their decisions by writing a two page
paper, O’Quinn said.

Schools at the competition in-
cluded, Auburn, Colorado State,
Florida State, Kansas, Kentucky,
Nebraska, Oklahoma State and Texas
A&M, O’'Quinn said.

The same schools, excluding

some of the smaller ones, attend ev-
ery competition of the year, he said.
This year’s competitions have
been in Denver, Colorado at the
National Western, Fort Worth, at the
National Southwest and Houston,
and at the Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo.
##chelsea.kimble@ttu.edu

Lawyer: Madoff will plead guilty to all charges

NEW YORK (AP) — Disgraced
financier Bernard Madoff unexpectedly
revealed Tuesday that he will plead
guilty to all charges — without a plea
deal — and face a prison sentence of
up to 150 years for swindling billions of
dollars in one of the largest investment
schemes in U.S. history.

An attorney for the 70-year-old
former Nasdaq chairman told the judge
during what was expected to be a rou-
tine hearing that he intends to plead
guilty this week to all 11 felony counts,
including securities fraud and perjury.

Madoff is accused of running a gi-
gantic Ponzi scheme, defrauding billions
of dollars from retirees, charities, school

(5
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trusts and even Holocaust survivors.

Madoff, who wears a bulletproof
vest, arrived more than three hours
before the hearing in an attempt by
authorities to avoid confrontations,
with investors. Several lawyers for
investors showed up as spectators, but
the courtroom was largely packed with
reporters. ‘

Madoff buttoned his jacket and
straightened it as he rose from his
seat to speak. Aside from occasionally
speaking with his lawyers or writing
on a sheet of paper in front of him, he
looked forward.

Asked by the judge if Madoff would
plead guilty Thursday, his attorney Ira
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Sorkin said: “I think that’s a fair expec-
tation.” U.S. District Judge Denny Chin
asked Sorkin if Madoff would plead
guilty to all 11 counts. £

“Yes your honor,” Sorkin answered.

Madoff slumped back in his chair
during the exchange.

Chin said he would not sentence
Madoff for several months after Thurs-
day’s hearing.

In court documents, prosecutors
revealed some details of how the fraud
was carried out since the 1980, saying
Madoff hired many people with little or
no training or experience in the securi-
ties industry to serve as a “back office”
for his investment advisory business. ::
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Amenities subject to chan

By STEVEN SCHWARTZ
STAFF WRITER

The Student Media Selection
Committee selected students to
fill the editor-in-chief positions for
The Daily Toreador and La Ventana
Tuesday. &

The committee held interviews in
The Toreador Room in the Student
Union Building. The DT editor-in-
chief positions for summer and fall
were decided, as well as the editor-
in-chief position for the La Ventana
yearbook.

Kevin Cullen, asophomore news-
editorial journalism major from Las
Cruces, N.M., was chosen as The DT
editor-in-chieffor Fall 2009. The fall
semester will mark Cullen’s second
semester in the position.

“It’s something that I really enjoy
“doing,” Cullen said. “I hope that 'm
able to benefit the paper and inform
students as well as we possibly can.”

He said he is hopeful for The DT
during the fall semester. However, he
said there are several areas in which
the paper can improve, including the
local news coverage.

“One thing [ want to see improve

For information leading to the arrest and conviction of the
person/persons responsible for a suspicious residential fire on
West Highland in Southlake, TX approximately 12:30 a.m. on
Saturday, November 8, 2008

Student Media editors selected

immensely is
Our News cov-
erage,” Cullen
said, “If we do
that, it’s going
to best serve our
readers.”

The sum-
mer editor-in-
chief position
will be filled by Alex Ybarra, a senior
broadcast journalism major from League
City. Ybarra said being chosen to the
position means a great deal to him,
and he looks forward to taking on the
responsibility. '

“I'just think it’s another way to
improve myself ‘as 4 journalist ‘and
improve the campus’of Texas: Tech,”
Ybarra said.

He said he believes The DT is impor-
tant for Tech students and is the main
source for students to get their local and
national news stories while on campus.
The paper potentially can be a useful
resource for everyone involved with
the university.

“] want people to pick up the paper
for other reasons besides Sudoku and

crossword puzzles,” Ybarra said.
La Ventana hired Kate Ozment, a

"YBARRA

Please contact:
David Barnes, Fire Marshall - Southlake Fire Department

817-748-8233

OZMENT CULLEN

junior news-editorial journalism major
from San Antonio, for the editor-in-
chief position at the yearbook. She has
held the position at the yearbook for
the past year.

“Jt is awesome to have this opportu-
nity'to create this amazing book for the
Texas Tech commiunity,” Ozmient said.

*..The'goal for La’Ventana is to give
their student employees the experience
to guide themselves at the end of the
year, she said. Her goal is to make the
yearbook a publication that people can
read 20 years from now and still enjoy.

Amy Heuman, the third-year chair
for the Student Media Selection Com-
mittee, said the committee looks for
several qualities when interviewing
candidates.

“We are looking for someone that
has solid leadership skills,” Heuman
said, “and someone that has a vision,
whether we are talking about La Ven-

" tana or The Daily Toreador.”

Heuman said that the editor-in-chief
positions are very important to the com-
mittee and mean a lot to the applicants
as well. Having a position such as these
are great assets when searching for a job
after graduation.

“That is what we are concerned with
as well,” Heuman said, “is successful
graduation and placement in the job

market.”
»-steven.schwartz@ttu.edu
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Cigarette fire started outside Law School

March 2

At 9:30 a.m., an officer investi-
gated an act of criminal mischief in
the Education building. The locking
mechanism to a podium was dam-
aged.

At 5:30 p.m., an officer investi-
gated an incident in the C-2 parking
lot at the Texas Tech Health Sciences
Center. No injuries were reported.

At 5:30 p.m., two officers inves-
tigated the theft of an unsecured
backpack and its contents in the
Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation
Center.

March 3

At 9:04 a.m., an officer arrested a
non-student for an outstanding war-
rant after an observed traffic violation
and a subsequent traffic stop in the
800 block of Indiana Avenue.

At 4:50 p.m., two officers investi-
gated an act of criminal mischief in
the Z3-K parking lot. A vehicle was
scratched with an unknown object.

March 4

At 9:50 a.m., an officer investi-
gated the theft of two Tech flags from
Chancellor Kent Hance’s residence.

At 3:00 p.m., an officer assisted
a Lubbock Police Department of-

ficer with an accident in 2700 block
of Fourth Street. No injuries were
reported.

At 7:40 p.m., an officer investi-
gated an act of criminal mischief in
the Z3-G parking lot. A vehicle was
scratched with an unknown object.

At 7:41 p.m., an officer investi-
gated the theft of two books reported
stolen from Sneed Residence Hall.

March 5

At 10:50 a.m., an officer investi-
gated the theft of a backpack and its
contents on the second floor of the
library’s east study area.

At 11:11 a.m., an officer investi-
gated the theft of a backpack in the
Civil Engineering building.

At 11:30 a.m., an officer docu-
mented damage to a student’s vehicle
in the C1-N parking lot. The front
bumper of the vehicle was damaged.

At 2:30 p.m., an officer responded
to an emergency medical call in the
1600 block of Akron Avenue. A male
was transported to Covenant Medical
Center after a biking accident.

At 4:45 p.m., an officer docu-
mented a fire, possibly started by a
cigarette, outside the Law School.
The building was evacuated due to

smoke, and firefighters extinguished
the fire. A bush and some grass
were burned in the fire near the
building.

At5:30p.m., an ofﬁcer document-
ed damaged property to a vehicle in

_the R-18 parking lot. A vehicle’s door

struck another vehicle.
March 6

At 3:09 am., an officer investi-
gated an act of criminal mischief in
the front patio of Murdough Resi-
dence Hall. A concrete cigarette urn
was broken.

At 5:00 a.m., an officer docu-
mented an assault that occurred
at an off-campus location between
students. One student struck another
in the face.

At 9:39 a.m., an officer investi-
gated a burglary of a vehicle in the
74-P parking lot. A speaker and an
amplifier were reported stolen from
the vehicle.

At 10:09 a.m., an officer investi-
gated theft of an iPod in the Univer-
sity Printing Services building.

At 11:03 a.m., an officer investi-

- gated the theft of a bank bag in the

Physicians Medical Pavilion at the
Tech Health Sciences Center. The

bag contained $25.
March 7

At 1:57 a.m., an officer issued
a student a citation in the lobby of
Murdough Residence Hall for con-
sumption of alcohol by a minor.

At 1:55 a.m., an officer arrested a
student for public intoxication in the
75-C parking lot.

At 2:11 a.m., an officer arrested
two students on the rooftop of
Murdough Residence Hall for public
intoxication.

At 3:12 a.m., an officer arrested
a student for public intoxication in
the lobby of Weymouth Residence
Hall.

At 3:51 am., an officer arrested a
student for public intoxication in the
Z5-B parking lot. .

At 5:45 p.m., two officers in-
vestigated possession of identifying
information in the Red and Black
bookstore. The officers issued a
criminal trespass warning to a student
for the bookstore and the University
Library.

At 8:41 p.m., an officer inves-
tigated a hit-and-run accident in
the Z6-B parking lot in which an
unattended vehicle was struck. No

injuries were reported.

At9:35 p.m., two officers detained
a student for possession of marijuana
and drug paraphernalia in Coleman
Residence Hall.

March 8

At 12:45 a.m., an officer detained
five students and one non-student in
Coleman Residence Hall. The five
students weré issued citations for pos-
session of alcohol by a minor.

At12:50 a.m., an officer detained
astudent on the east side of Coleman
Residence Hall. The student was
issued a citation for consumption of
alcohol by a minor.

At 3:05 a.m., an officer detained
a student in the 600 block of Boston
Avenue following an observed traffic
violation and subsequent traffic stop
in the 600 block of Canton Avenue.
The student was issued a citation for
driving under the influence of alcohol
by a minor and released.

At 3:30 p.m., an officer docu-
mented damage to a vehicle in the
Z1-B parkinglot.

At 7:46 p.m., two officers arrested
a non-student for outstanding war-
rants following a traffic stop in the
R-18 parking lot.

March 9

At 8:30 a.m., an officer investi-
gated a traffic accident at the Stu-
dent Union Building loading dock
in which a tractor-trailer ran into
a parked vehicle. No injuries were
reported.

At 10:05 a.m., an officer inves-
tigated the theft of a bicycle at the
north bicycle racks of Chitwood
Residence Hall. A Trek mountain
bicycle was reported stolen.

At 2:45 p.m., two officers investi-
gated an accident in the service drive
of the Stangel/Murdough Residence
Halls. No injuries were reported.

At 5:47 p.m., an officer investi-
gated a report of harassment in the
Tech Police Department lobby in
which a male was receiving unwanted
messages on his laptop.

At 6:35 p.m., two officers issued a
Lubbock County citation to a student
for minor in possession of alcohol
following a traffic stop in the 1500
block of Texas Tech Parkway.

At 7:33 p.m., two officers issued
Lubbock County citations to two stu-
dents for consumption of alcohol by a
minor in Chitwood Residence Hall.
»#-sarah.reiman@tiu.edu

Progress in

MEXICOCITY (AP) — Headless
bodies in Tijuana, kidnapped children
in Phoenix and shootouts on the
streets of Vancouver: These are the
unwanted byproducts of progress in
the Mexican drug war.

While the headline-grabbing chaos
creates the appearance of a drug trade
escalating out of control, evidence
suggests Mexico's cartels are increas-
ingly desperate due to a cross-border
crackdown and a shift in the cocaine
market from the U.S. to Europe.

Those pressures are forcing Mex-
ico’s criminal networks, once accus-
tomed to shipping drugs quietly and
with impunity, to wage ever more
violent battles over scraps and diver-
sify into other criminal enterprises,
including extortion and kidnapping
for ransom on both sides of the U.S.
border.

“This is not reflecting the power
of these groups,” Attorney General
Eduardo Medina Mora told The As-

Mexico drug war drenched in blood

sociated Press in an interview. “This
is reflecting how they are melting
down in terms of capabilities, how
they are losing the ability to produce
income.”

As evidence of that pressure, the
U.S. government says the amount of
cocaine seized on U.S. soil dropped
by 41 percent between early 2007
and mid-2008. Reduced supply is said
to have raised street prices by nearly a
third tg about $125 a gram in the U.S.
and lowered purity by more than 15
percent. Both the U.S. and Canadian
governments are even seeing pro-
longed shortages of cocaine.

“The reason you see the escalation
in violence is because U.S. and Mexi-
can law enforcement are winning,”
Garrison Courtney, spokesman for the
Drug Enforcement Administration,
said Tuesday. “You are going to see the
drug traffickers push back because we
are breaking their back. It’s reasonable
to assume they are going to try to fight

Senate votes to skip raise next year

WASHINGTON (AP) — Law-
makers on Tuesday denied themselves
a pay raise next January but, with an
eye toward a better economic and
political climate, decided to retain
their automatic cost-of-living raises
for future years.

A blur of last-minute procedural
maneuvering in the Senate late
Tuesday produced a salary package
for members of Congress that holds
their annual pay at $174,000 until
2011. Earlier in the day, on a 52-45
vote, senators rejected a more politi-
cally painful proposal that would have
forced lawmakers to stand up and be
counted when they want to boost
their salaries.

No senator dared to dump on
that idea publicly, with the economy
tanking, 12 million constituents
unemployed and the 2010 elections
looming. In fact, Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., declared
that he supports the premise behind
Republican Sen. David Vitter’s pro-
posal to do away with automatic pay
increases.

But Vitter’s amendment, Reid
explained, could kill the underlying
$410 billion omnibus spending bill
because House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
has threatened to reject any changes
to the massive spending measure. So
Reid offered to do away with auto-
matic raises in a separate hill.
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to stay relevant.”

Mexican cartels are being cut
out of the U.S. methamphetamine
market as well, the U.S. and Mexican
governments say, though smuggling
of marijuana from Mexico has in-
creased steadily since 2005 as demand
increases.

The trouble for Mexico’s illicit
trade began on Sept. 11, 2001, when
terrorist attacks in the United States
prompted heightened security at the
border. President Felipe Calderon
upped the ante by directly confront-
ing the cartels on his first day in office
two years ago, sending 45,000 soldiers
and federal police to battle the cartels
across the country.

Improved cooperation with the
U.S. since then led to the recent
arrests of, 755 Sinaloa carte] suspects
in U.S. cities and towns as small as
Stowe, lowa. Mexican authorities,
meanwhile, rooted out more than two
dozen high-level government security

officials, including Mexico’s former
drug czar, who were allegedly paid to
protect the same gang, Mexico’s most
powerful.

The U.S. Embassy reported a
record 85 extraditions from Mexico
to the U.S. in 2008, contributing to a
power vacuum that sparked an all-out
war among the cartels as they battle
for routes to the U.S. and control
of Mexico’s growing domestic drug
market.

These successes, however, come
with a brutal cost: skyrocketing vio-
lence in Mexico, with twice as many
deaths last year and more than 1,000
people killed in the first eight weeks of
this year; more than 560 kidnappings
in Phoenix in 2007 and the first half
of 2008, and more than two dozen
shootings so far this year in Vancouver,
British Columbia, where a shortage
of cocaine from Mexico has pushed
prices up from $23,300 to almost
$39,000 a kilo.
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Barack Obama declared
_Tuesday that the violence in Dar-
fur and inaction in the face of its
worsening humanitarian crisis are
“not acceptable.” He pledged to
work more closely with the United
Nations to bring peace to western
Sudan’s conflict-wracked region.
Obama’s response during a
nearly hourlong Oval Office meet-
ing with U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon significantly ratch-
eted up the U.S. response to
Sudan President Omar al-Bashir’s
expulsion of 13 aid groups, which
is threatening more than 3 mil-

lion people with the loss of food

White House concerns, violence in

Darfur topics for Obama, UN chief

aid, health care or suitable drinking
water.

Ban told Obama that 2009 is a
“make-or-break” year for the organi-
zation and its member countries, and
that he hopes the United States will
work with the international organiza-
tion to address climate change and
the humanitarian crisis in Darfur.

Obama said he wanted to send a
strong and unified message with the
U.N. to bring peace and security to
the region.

“It is not acceptable to put that
many people’s lives at risk,” Obama
said. “We need to be able to get those

‘humanitarian organizations back on

the ground.”

.
For that engaging moment.
A RoBert Lance ¢\
&3 Jewoelers
[WEDNESDAY MARCH T1, 2009]
BTAT. KTXT | KCBD | KLBK | KMYL KLCW KAMC KJTV
CHAN. 5 11 13 14 34
AFFIL. PBS NBC CBS MYN cw ABC FOX
oy Lubbock Lubbock Lubbogck Lubbock Lubb Lubb Lobbock
7”-! Curious Today Schied- [The Early Copeland {5:00} Daily  {Good Morming [(8:00) Gocd
30 Sid (4D} wlerh Mariha' (Show Ficbiecr: Buzz America (HD) [Day Lutboek
Stawary author -
8 M{Super Wy {David Ewing Befievers  [Steve Wilkos
:30 Cifford Duncar; Maroo J. Hanna
AM [Sesame Strsets Ere White; R e Payne Ragis Niartha
9 Aok Ceifiey : 5 Stewart
30 Franks); modei Divors Payne
! c AM Dragen Tyeon o Prios Is Right  {Cristing Cioshy The View (D} Moming Show
130 Word Epaglllla s Crisira Cosby
’ ‘ AM Martha Jeopardy Roatiess (MO} {Alex Paid Prog.  PaidProg. [Ty Banks
:38 |Ramey Trivial Rasketball  (PaidProg.  Paid Prog.  |N0OK
12 P IGuiit-Day News Naws Faople's Court {Rossanne 1Al My Childran|Paid Prog.
130 Pasting Daysof G {Reautiful Roseanne Paid Prog.
‘ PM Woodium Lives As the World  {Paid Prog, Fam Court Qne ifets  {People’s Court
:30|Place The Doctors FaidProg.  FamCount (=¥
2 P Betw. Lion Guiding Light [College Bas-  hiudge Jeanine iBsneral Hospl-ludge Mathis
30 Reading insida kethall tai
3 P Ay Uprah Winfrey [Brown . P o Dead Eligrs Do~
230 WordGiri {Brown Wayans No Deal aerenss
4 PM FETCH Dr. Phil Judy Mansy Standing Fachzel Ray  [Bonrie Hunt
$30 Cyber Judy Standing Show
= PM iMaya News Maws Far. Feud  [Queans Nows [u:»pez
230 Bus. Bpt NEws Nows Fare. Feud  {Queens Nows Stmpsons
6 PM Newstour  News Newa Colfege Bas- [ 70s Newa Lopaz
:30/HD} Whes! Milionre,  [hetbal s £T T & 172
/P iYes To Run-  iChopping Christing Top Model  iScnds Lie to Ms {HD}
g ning B Slook Gary {HD) Sonie
PM Lile “Shelf Life" Crimina Minds 90210 Lost Laflawr™  [Amsrican b
13013 Mo’ Dvas HD) HD)
Py |Fange of - s Brder IGSENY (HD) [Collega Bas- [Style 902 Lison  |News
Y {HD) ketball Sex iy Mars
‘ om Charlie Hose  iNews News Sex City News Two & 172
130 TheTonignt {10351 Lale  [FumestMo  [Mamed Nightiine _ |Sainfalg
i PM [Bus. At isnow Sow ment Maried Jimmy Kimens! [Rayrond
:30 News (3 ate Lot Late Rock Remie Serubs
n AM Destinos g Show Flock Caps Baid Prag. | |Faasier



mailto:sarah.reiman@ttii.edu

PAGE 4
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2009

ne-look judgers tear us apart

would argue one of human-

ity's great problems is our

inability to communicate
with one another.

I don’t mean people who speak
different languages. That’s a bar-
rier, obviously, but it’s not what I
mean. | refer instead to the signi-
fiers of class that keep us from get-
ting to know one another.

Imagine, for example, a phi-
losophy professor talking to his
plumber. Setting aside the idea of
“intelligence,” let’s simply imagine
the two men’s interests do not
overlap. The plumber loves foot-
ball; the professor loathes sports.
The professor loves Nietzsche; the
plumber has no idea who Nietzsche
is. The plumber is religious; the
professor is an atheist. Now let’s
pretend none of these things are
true, but are merely the assump-
tions each of them has made.

When people talk, they talk
about things they have in common.
The plumber and his client would,
of cqurse, talk about the professor’s
plumbing problem. Other than
that, they would talk about the
weather.

I know it’s an old joke — “How
about that rain? How about that
sun?’ — but the weather truly is
the one guaranteed piece of com-
mon ground between people. If it
comes up easily and often it is be-
cause it affects us all, it is a part of
all of our lives. It’s safe. But that’s
just what we talk about when we
don’t feel confident in dipping our
toes further into someone’s life.

In reality, we all have much
more in common than the weather.
But until you get to know someone,
you just can’t be sure. And, typi-
cally and unfortunately, you aren’t
going to get to know someone who
doesn’t appear, superficially, to
have much in common with you.
This is why we rely on signifiers.
. Signifiers amount to nothing
more. thancostumes: There’s the
“skinny jeans and a vintage tee”
signifier (hipster, likes Animal
Collective, Pabst Blue Ribbon);
there’s the “button-up, shorts and
Wayfarers on a strap” signifier
(frat-boy, likes “Animal House,”

-egorize people this way

_on the word “gay” and she ook

Red Bull with Jager); there's also
the “sandals, beard, and binocu-
lars” signifier (nature-lover, loves
animals, red wine). There’s the
dentist, the cop, the plumber, the
professor.

There are many more, and while
they often overlap, we tend to cat-
with a

actually smiling, each of us equally

befuddled by the other. I found it
poetic and sad._

I hated that feeling, of not be-
ing able to comprehend someone.
Yes, I know what they meant. They
meant to insult me. But [ find no
insult in what the girl said. Not just
because I'm straight, but because I
don’t consider homosexuality to be
a negative thing at all. It’s neutral.
She may as well have said, “He
looks like he’s got brown eyes!”
Well, no, but what’s your point?

And a further question: Why
the hate? Not why me particularly
— why anyone at all? [ am already

broad, flat brush. self-conscious
Let me give you {on a low-seated,
an example. ‘) admittedly goofy-

1live in a pre- I know iwsan looking cruiser
dominately His- bicycle with giant

panic neighbor-
hood, and while
I am definitely a
minority there,
it's never been an
issue. The neigh-
bors are friendly.
It’s a quiet place.
Stray dogs regu-
larly chase me
and occasionally
startle me, but
that’s about it.
The other day,
though, someone
heckled me. I

wasn’t on a stage,

old joke — “How
about that rain?
How about that
sun?” — but the
weather truly is

the one guaranteed
piece of common
ground between

people.

handlebars and
sometimes my
shirt tucked into
a belted pair of
slacks, why not?)
of not fitting in,
in a neighbor-
hood (and a city,
really) where it is
more de rigueur
to drive a car and
not to show sig-
nifiers of being
educated.

I understand
drivers feel pow-
erful over bikers.

either. I was rid-

ing my bike home from campus,
minding my business, when a red
SUV with elaborate decal letter-
ing pasted on the back window
slowed down as it passed. At first
there was a boogie-man yell, as if
to spook me. Then, a teenage girl
leaned out her window and yelled,
“He looks like he's gay!” There was
a vigious-and emphatic_emphasis

very angry. :

As 1 turned onto a sideistreet
(my street) and before they drove
forward and out of sight, there was
a surreal moment in slow-motion:
everyone in the car, driver in-
cluded, staring at me, as if | were
a specimen, and me staring back,

Sometimes bikers
treat pedestrians like that too, with
a careless arrogance. It’s equally
awful. And I understand the girl
was among friends and friends
make you do stupid things. I un-
derstand that.

It’s not that I don’t understand.
But what do you talk about when
your world views appear to clash so
profoundly? What do you do when
you can’t find the middle ground?

My failure to find empathyis an
example of a barrier to communi-
cation that can only be explained
in terms of one’s culture, environ-
ment and upbringing. That is, as
opposed to an inherent barrier, like
that between humans and rabbits.
This means it’s something we can

change, or something that can
change over time. The more we
see the common in one another,
the closer we feel.

Think of times when weather
isn’t the only thing that bonds us,
such as the weeks following Sept.
11, 2001. Knowing everyone we
encountered was also mourning
revealed to us our commonality.

(In some Americans, it must be
said, the tragedy had the opposite
effect of emphasizing disunity, in
the form of a sudden violent preju-
dice toward Muslims. But most
of us, I contend, felt closer to all
humans in that dark time.)

All of us are guilty of rash
conclusions; it’s human nature. [
understand that. But as a society
we must understand we are all liv-
ing lives no one else could imagine.
I don't know, nor could I pretend
to imagine, what my hecklers’ lives

have been like. It is OK for me to.

condemn their actions. But for me
to condemn the people themselves
— as if they weren’t merely prod-
ucts of their society — is exactly
the kind of thinking that will keep
us from moving forward. We'll
continue judging and demonizing,
segregating and hating.

After all, it isn’t just our com-
monality that should be treasured,
but our differences, too. Let’s say
the professor and the plumber’s
assumptions about each other are
correct — they’'ve got nothing in
common. Is there any reason for
that to become a barrier to human
connection!

We can fix it. It will take
tolerance and an open mind. Ac-
ceptance can become the status
quo. Or we could just cling to the
fettered ignorance of our separate
castes and classes, talk about the
weather with people we don’t in-
stantly understand if we are forced
to talk to them at all, and hope for
the best. T just think we’re capable
of more. We can dig deeper than
that.

E Braden is a senior natural
history and humanities major
from Katy. E-mail him at

Enjoy sma
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hile Daylight Sav-

ings Time seems

trivial in practice
and can have irritating effects,
such as the loss of an hour of
sleep, it has a purpose and ben-
efits.

There are currently only two
U.S. states — Alaska and Hawaii
— that don’t honor DST. This
is strange and confusing for the
rest of the country and for people
traveling to and from these
places. Also, it doesn't seem fair
that these states got to choose to
not participate in DST.

But we digress. Other than
the obvious excitement at the
prospect of an extra hour of
daylight during the spring and
summer, DST has proved to have
public safety and health benefits,
including a small, but still real,
reduction in fatal car accidents
during DST.

The reviews have been con-

WILL

benefits of

flicting, but in 1975 the U.S.
Department of Transportation
found a 0.7 percent reduction
in traffic fatalities during DST,
and estimated the real reduction
at 1.5 to two percent. However,
the 1976 NBS review of the
DOT study disagreed with the
study’s information and found
no differences in traffic accident
deaths.

In 1995 the Insurance
Institute for Highway
Safety found a 1.2 per-
cent reduction, and a five
percent reduction in
crashes where pedestri-
ans were killed.

Similar findings
have been estimated
across the globe. In
the UK they prac-
tice Single/Double
Summer Time, where
clocks are one hour
ahead of the sun in the
winter and two hours ahead
in the summer; this has been
estimated to reduce traffic
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Daylight Savings Time

fatalities between three and four
percent.

Yet there is the argument that
for everyone living in the conti-
nental United States (except for
those independent trendsetters in
Hawaii and Alaska), sleep disrup-
tion direct-

ly after
: the

clocks change could actually
cause more accidents after people
have been deprived of sleep by
one hour. However, there has
been no hard studies or evidence
to prove that theory.

For those of us who are nega-
tively affected by the lack of sun-
light in the winter the extra hour
of sunlight and the opportunity
to soak in more vitamin D could
be incredibly beneficial. This
may even lead to a decrease in
depression and suicidal tenden-
cies among extremely stressed
out college students a week
. before finals.

So go ahead and enjoy that
extra hour of daylight. Take
a stroll, go for a late evening

run, get out of the library
or wherever you’ve been
spending way too much time
freaking out about finals and
projects and enjoy the sporadic
sun — and rain — in the middle
of March. And remember, we're
less than a week away from spring

break.

Bartender ofters
women dating tips

By CAMERON ANDERSON
084 Dany Banoweer
{Enzoon Stare U)

t’s the guy’s job to get the girl

and the girl’s job to keep the

guy. This might be a general-
ized statement, but one I feel that
most of us can agree upon.

I have worked as a bartender
for several years and witness the
blossoming, growth or withering of
relationships on a nightly basis. In
many cases, | have seen the entire
gamut run in one night. Every night
Iam privy to countless observations
of men ranging from your World of
Warcraft guild-master to the most
handsome of collegiate athletes and
everyone else in between

Through my observations | have
gained a vast understanding of men
and, to a much lesser extent, a slight
understanding of women.

Let’s start at the beginning stages
of a relationship.

Many girls panic because they
don’t even know if they're in a re-
lationship to begin with, and fear by

“having “the talk,” it will scare him
off, ruining any chances of a future
relationship.

Some girls think that they can
tell if they’re in a relationship based
solely on how the guy acts. Huge
mistake. Guys, myself included,
will routinely lead girls on doing
all the cute “relationship things”
like making dinner, going grocery
shopping, attending “The Vagina
Monologues,” whatever. The point
is we will lead you on with our ac-
tions. What you girls need to do
— I hate myself for saying this — is
communicate.

This doesn’t mean you have
to have a drawn out, relationship-
euthanizing intervention. Just lay
out the ground rules at the point
you feel like taking the relationship
further — not at 3 a.m. after stagger-
ing home from the bar. Be specific,
ladies— don’t back down when you
tell him you like him and he says it
in return and automatically assume
you're in a relationship.

If you want a serious relation-
ship, tell him that you’re the type of
girl who doesn’t date just to date; say
you've done that before and you're
ready to move past it and if you were
to be in a relationship, you would
like it to be extlusive. Make him feel
special, but also let him know if he’s
not interested, you understand. You
can always find someone who is.

Again, make it known that you
like him and won't just go find any
old guy. If you are having sex and
don’t want to be exclusive, but also
don’t want to have sex with him
if he’s having sex with other girls,
make it a ground rule. You have to
say the words, though. If you don'’t,
we either won’t pick up on your
underlying message, or will pretend
like we didn’t so we won’t get into
trouble later.

If you want to continue to have
sex with him and don’t care what he
does ... well, you don’t need my help,
just keep up the good work.

Moving on to the established
part of the relationship: let’s talk
about the relationship killer. In my
experience, on the female end of
things, the “freak out” is the biggest
relationship killer, or at least rela-
tionship HIV — it itself doesn’t kill
you but it leads to something that
does. (Again, this is on the female

end, and guys find different ways to
ruin relationships.)

You all know what I'm talking
about when I say “freak out.” It’s that
night when you don’t know why, but
between school, your boss and your
friend that never returned your Juicy
sweat pants, you decide to take it all
qut on your boyfriend because he
didn’t want to watch “The Notebook”
with you.

The reality is that you didn’t care
about the movie. Somewhere between
the tears and the yelling, you may even
think to yourself, “Why am | doing
this?” There is good news and bad
news that goes with these very special
female episodes.

The bad news is this: all girls do
the freak out. I fought this theory for
years, holding out hope that myself or
even a casual acquaintance would find
the one Loch Ness Girlfriend, proving
once and for all that the rational girl
exists, and is not a creature only found
in legend.

Itis only the frequency and severity
of each episode that varies. One of my
best, most levelheaded female friends
recently spiked her iPhone on a bar
floor in what would have appeared to
an onlooker to be a tearful end zone
celebration.

In truth, she was upset with some-
thing her boyfriend had or hadn’t
done, coupled with her not being able
tosend and receive texts on her phone.
She admitted later that it wasn't that
big of a deal and ended up apologizing
to her boyfriend and buying a new
iPhone.

Here is the good news. You girls
have the ability control the frequency
and location of these freak outs. My
iPhone friend admits that she does in
fact have irrational freak outs, but is
much more likely to have the situa-
tion whenrshe mixes pain killers with
whiskey (another side effect to add to
the warning label).

Your catalyst may be a certain
drink, cycle of the moon or last night’s
episode of “Grey’s Anatomy”; what-
ever it is, just don’t put yourself in a
position to make a bad decision when
you're with your guy.

Go have a wild night with your
girlfriends when you decide to get all
hopped up on Rockstar and Robitus-
sin, for example. Your friends are
easier to get forgiveness from. If your
boyfriend asks if you want to go hit up
the GI Joes and Army Ho's party three
days before your period, four days after
your cat ran away and two days after
your seventh friend this year had the
perfect wedding, you should probably
justsay, “No thanks, I'm gonna stay in,
but go have fun.”

And when the time is right, let
him know you're having a really hard
couple of days, it’s nothing he has
done, but you would really like some-
one to talk to.

Most importantly, if it is something
we have done, don’t wait until it builds
inside of you to Amy Winehouse-like
levels. Just tell us about it when it starts
to bother you. We guys do understand
that you girls will have your episodes;
we also understand we are to blame
for many of them. We just want to
help you get through them in the least
upsetting way possible.

There is little advice I can give
for the end of relationships. As the
saying goes “Everything ends badly, or
it wouldn’t end.” The best you can do
is apply what you’ve learned in past
relationships and use it to improve
future relationships.
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Tech, Lubbock communities

jump, Ji

By CAYLOR BALLINGER
Srarr Wamer

A jazz ensemble and colorful zoot
suits added pizzazz to the Spring Swing
Fling on Monday night.

The Texas Tech Jazz Department
and Swing Dancers of Lubbock hosted
the first annual Spring Swing Fling
in the Legacy Ballroom in Lubbock,
which was open to the Tech and Lub-
bock communities.

Paul English, director in the jazz
department, said he wanted create
a way for the musicians to play big
band music and to have fun before
spring break.

“Swing is so fun,” said English,
who wore a red zoot suit and fedora.
“We are already booked for our sec-
ond annual swing dance next year
in March.”

The swing era involves more than
dancing, English said. The music and
clothes made a big impact, too.

Alison Church, a junior photo-
journalism major, said she helped to
organize the event.

Church, who is from Arlington,
said the music is from the ‘40s era

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

DAVID MIGL, A sophomore civil engineering major from Houston, dips
Lauren Henson, a sophomore biology major from Fort Worth, Tuesday
at the Spring Swing Fling. Migl and Henson attended the event to learn

traditional swing dance footing.

and a lot of people who came decided
to dress up, even though it was not
required.
“We love to swing dance any
chance we can get,” she said.
Sophomore Alex Hardwood, who

is from Garland, said one of her favor-
ite things about going to swing dances
is dressing up and wearing a vintage
dress she shares with her friend.
“Swing is the art of covering up
mistakes and wearing crazy outfits,”

ve to big band music

said Hardwood, a German major. “It’s
not something that everyone does,
and it is so fun.”

Hardwood said swing dance also
provides a way for her to relate to her
grandmother.

The Spring Swing Fling included
a one-hour swing dance lesson to
teach and refresh guests’ swing danc-
ing moves.

Jency Polk, a 2007 Tech alumnus,
said she had never been to swing

in the band.

“It’s a window on another era,”
said Polk, who is from Lubbock. “It’s a
really fun event to see something that
has been happening for a long time.”

Blake Stepan, a sophomore mass
communication major, said he learned
to swing dance in the lesson before the
Spring Swing Fling but admitted he
was still nervous to swing dance on the
dance floor for the first time.

“I've only ever danced in the
clubs,” said Stepan, who is from
Princeton. “I like this kind of dancing
significantly more, and there is noth-
ing like dancing to live music.”

- caylor.ballinger@ttu.edu

Engineer «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

To encourage a more diverse
student body within the college
of engineering, a diversity task
force has been formed to find
ways to integrate all students into
the college, she said, and to help
students stay in the college.

“Nationally,” Eibeck said,
“only about four out of 10 stu-
dents that declare engineering
as freshmen get their degree in
engineering.”

As one of those students who
will complete her engineering
degree, Davis said she could not
be happier with her decision to
become an engineer, which has
led to her receiving the McAuley
Distinguised Engineering Stu-
dent Award. The award is given
annually to a engineering student
with superior academic creden-
tials and personal values.

Dean Fontenot, an engineer-
ing professor and senior director
of the Tech T-STEM Center and
the Center for Engineering Out-
reach, said she is pleased to see
Davis get the award and knows
she will be an excellent represen-
tative of Tech as she works in the
engineering industry.

Fontenot said she was excited
to learn about Davis’ interest
in the petroleum engineering
industry, because of the lack of
women in the field.

“There’s such a high demand
in the industry,” she said, refer-
ring to the need for women, “but
there aren’t many young girls
interested in breaking into the
industry.”

Fontenot said Davis is an

inspiration to girls who are
unsure about choosing a major

that could be

made as a student but as a phi-

lanthropist.
She is in-

viewed by so-
ciety as one
that does not
“match their

Opportunities are

abounding for

volved in sev-
eral campus
organizations,
including Tau

gender.” Beta Pi Engi-

SENE e b women Zﬂ t/?ZS neering Hon-
women like ors Society,
Nikki,” she ; the Society of
said, “we will anuftr)/ 5 Olﬁ’ Women En-
see girls make Spi?‘lt‘ ﬂ?’lé[ OUr gineers, Tech
a_difference e Alumni As-
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more Nikkis

gram. However,

out there be- NIKKI DAVIS Davis said her
ing”role mod- SENIOR PETROLEUM :mvolvement
els. in Kappa Delta

Davis said

ENGINEERING MAJOR

has meant the

the thing she
is most passionate about is not
the accomplishments she has

most to her.
“My sorority is what I'm par-
ticularly passionate about,

" she

said. “Personally and profession-
ally, I've learned a lot.”

In addition to serving as an
outlet for her leadership abilities
and a way to help others, Davis
said the sorority has given her a
chance to build close friendships
with other females, something
she found difficult in her almost
all-male engineering classes.

While Davis said she realizes
not everyone is cut out for a
career in engineering, she hopes
any girl who has a passion for
math, science and problem solv-
ing will give it a shot.

“Opportunities are abounding
for women in this industry,” she
said, “Don’t let being a female
hold you back. Our spirit and our
heart give us some advantages.”
»#hannah.boen@ttu.edu
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SPECIAL
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Your choice of Beef, Chicken, or
Chease Enchiladas served with
Spanish Rice and Refried Beans.
complimentary
chips, hot sauce

“Frozen Margaritas

Dineinen
{SERVED ALL

Great Family Dining!
4301 Marsha Sharp Freeway
Lubbock, Tx

dances before and came to see afriend

The BEST PRICES

The BEST SELECTION
in West Texas! |

&

Stock Up Now for your

SPRING BREAK
Ski Trip

Troy's can get you 100%
outiftted for what most shops
charge for the jaaket by itselfl

i

g8

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK
Mon - Sst 108w - Tpm
Sun 12 noon - Spm

Located at 7006 University
2, Univeristy & Loop 289
mezmm _

Long Johns
Socks
Hats

SDEROT, Israel (AP) —
Brightly painted walls surround a
mini-soccer field, video games, a
climbing wall and play areas. The
converted warehouse also has a
new thick concrete roof, a half
dozen shelters and an alert system
to give a 15-second warning of
incoming rockets.

The children of Sderot finally
have a safe place to play. -

The fortified indoor playground
got a warm welcome Tuesday
when it opened in this southern
Israeli town that has been bat-
tered by missiles fired from the

- adjacent Gaza Strip by Palestmlan
militants.

“It’s an amazing thing. Until
now, only the house and school

43.year-old father of three. “It’s
cold comfort,” he added. “If they
don’t stop firing, at least there is a
safe place to play.”

Eight Sderot residents have
been killed, hundreds wounded
and nearly everyone in the work-
ing-class town of 24,000 has been
traumatized by the frequent wail
of sirens and explosions of the
thousands of rockets that have hit
over the past eight years.

Dozens of rockets have come

were safe,” said Pesah Hajbi, a-

Children get rocket-proofed
indoor playground in Israel

down just since Israel’s January of-
fensive in Gaza ended. On Tuesday,
Israeli aircraft hit a militant rocket
squad in northern Gaza, wounding
three, just after they fired rockets
at Israel.

Now parents in this battered town
have a secure place to take their
children.

The $5 million center, funded by
the Jewish National Fund-U.S,, is
surrounded by anti-shockwave walls,
painted in blue, yellow, green and red.
Nearly 2,000 square meters (21,000
square feet) in size, it has room for
500 people.

It is divided into two areas —
one for infants and toddlers and the
other for children in elementary
and high school. It will also be used
by seniors during morning hours
and can be converted into a disco
at night.

Children in costumes celebrating
the Jewish holiday of Purim roamed
the complex Tuesday, playing in
a mock shopping mall for dolls,
jumping on an inflatable trampoline
and playing foosball and air hockey.
One, dressed as Spiderman, excit-
edly ascended the climbing wall.
Teenagers found an outlet for their
frustrations, pounding away at hang-
ing punching bags.
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Get to work in the National Guard, Call Now!
» Extreme Adventure * Community Service » Career Skills
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A safe place for students & staff
to bring concerns.
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Tech community members strive to
improve, promote iking on campus

By CHRYSTAL GRANT
Svarr Warer

The Texas Tech Student Govern-
ment Association hosted a meeting

Friday to discuss survey questions

about biking on campus, which will
help members of the association
improve current conditions.

SGA surveyed 100 students about
biking regulations and expansion of
lanes last month and plans to expand
its survey to 1,000 students later this
month to get a more accurate feel for
students’ biking needs.

“Our main goal is to improve
biking regulations on campus, as well
as receiving funding to have more
bike lanes and racks on campus,”
said Drew Graham, a sophomore
public relations major from Frisco
and a senator for the College of Mass
Communications.

Graham said SGA was granted
approval for its larger, more in-depth
survey and discussed additional
questions to ask students during the
Friday meeting.

“The new survey will give an
opportunity for more students to
be heard,” Graham said. “This will
help when SGA brings ideas to the
board because it will be the opinions
of student bikers as well as the as-
sociation.”

SGA members hope to receive
about $200,000 in funding from the
Tech Board of Regents to add to
the money from the transportation
fee, said Austin Pennington, SGA
external vice president.

The availability of funds depends
on gas prices and other transporta-
tion costs such as buses, said Pen-
nington, a senior finance major from
Rockwall. s

If gas prices rise, Graham said,
more funds will go toward buses on
campus instead of biking.

Members of the SGA, QOutdoor
Pursuits Center, Tech Police De-
partment and University Parking
Services formed a committee to
oversee improvements to biking on
campus.

Jordan Messerer, assistant direc-
tor of the Qutdoor Pursuits Center
at Tech, said the university’s push to
40,000 students will affect students
who ride bicycles on campus.

“With so many students on cam-
pus and parking being very limited,
more students will have to bike and
walk across campus,” he said, “espe-
cially with plans of expanding the
campus in the future.”

The biking committee has en-
couraged more students to bicycles
on campus, Messerer said, but im-
provements need to be made so
students will feel safer and more
confident about riding bicycles on
campus.

“The campus definitely needs
more biking lanes and racks,” he
said.

Students are limited to where
they are allowed to ride their bicycles
on campus, Graham said, because it
is illegal to ride on the sidewalks.

“There should be more lanes near
the foreign language building and the
library,” he said.

The Student Union Building has
a high volume of students who pass
by, Graham said, and it is difficult
for bicycle riders because they have a
limited amount of bicycle lanes.

Joe Rodriguez, a Tech police of-
ficer who helps regulate biking on
campus, said biking rules and regu-
lations need to be improved as well
as making more students on campus
aware of them.

“] see students biking in areas that

are not legal all the time,” he said.
“The SUB area is a big problem.”

While the rule is not strictly en-
forced, he said, it is illegal to chain
bicycles on parking signs.

More lanes in high volume areas
and additional bicycle racks will help
reduce the amount of students who
violate regulations, Rodriguez said.

Graham said the biking commit-
tee would like to have biking ambas-
sadors to spread the word to students
about rules and regulations.

Curt Howell, the Outdoor Pur-
suits Center coordinator, said the

PHOTO BY BETH MCELHANNON/The Daily Toreador

ROBERT WIELAND, A junior marketing major from Plano, locks his
bike on a bike rack Wednesday morning near the Jerry S. Rawls College
of Business Administration building before attending class.

ambassadors would be assigned to
certain areas on campus to regulate
biking on campus.

“The ambassadors would help
to influence students to follow the
rules on campus, rather than re-
ceiving tickets from Tech police,”
Messerer said. “Sometimes people
tend to rebel when there is a lot
of law enforcement. Ambassadors
could be more effective, since they
are students as well.”

Graham said the biking com-
mittee has also considered selling
bicycles on campus.

Selling bicycles on campus would
give students an opportunity to buy
an efficient and safe bicycle to ride

around campus, Howell said, but at
a lower cost than retail stores.

“The bikes would be designed in
Tech colors,” Graham said, “allowing
students to show school spirit as well
as riding a secure bike.”

Messerer said increasing the
number of students who ride their
bicycles on campus will be beneficial
for many reasons.

“Riding bikes are environmen-
tally friendly as well,” he said. “It
saves patking space on campus and
supports going green. | definitely
encourage students to ride bikes on
campus. [ have been riding mine for
10 years.”

»ijenelie.grant@ttu.edu

9 p.m.

8 p.m. in The Legacy’s Great Hall at the YW/

Lubbock. No cost. ‘
e Jeffrey Lastrapes, cello, will perform at 8

Hemmle Recital Hall at Tech. '
Thursday

s Mark McKinney with Jason Nutt

e Tech's Symphonic Wind Ensemble will perform at
8 p.m. in Hemmle Recital Hall.

Tuesday

open at 9 p.am.

Jake’s Back Room. Doors open:
Jr. Vasquez will perform 8 p.m. to

Doors open at 9 p.m.
. o Tone Heavy Criminals will perform
11 p.m. at Stella’s Lounge.

Green Jelly with Spoonfed Tribe, Johnny Handgunn
and LSPS will perform at Jake's Back

Compiléd by Features Editor Tina L. Arons: tina.arons@tm.&

Akon would work with Chris Brown

WASHINGTON (AP) — Akon
— who has gone through legal woes
and bad publicity himself—sayshe'd be
willing to work with pop’s latest problem
child, Chris Brown.

“Oh, absolutely!” Akon said in a
phone interview Monday. “I wouldn’t
take anybody’s personal issues or prob-
lems— [ won't hold them accountable
for that when it comes to work. [ think
it’s two separate things.”

The 19-year-old R&B singer was
charged with two felonies last week
in connection with an alleged atrack
on his girlfriend, pop star Rihanna, 21.
Brown is accused of beating her in the

early morning hours of Feb. 8, the day of
the Grammy Awards: Both were due to
perform but bowed out. He was arrested
that night.

Since then, a photo has surfaced that
purportedly shows a badly beaten Rihanna,
and an affidavit released last week offered
brutal details of the alleged assault.

Brown has seen endorsements evapo-
rate and some stations have stopped play-
ing the music of the platinum star.

But Akon said it’s not fair “to hold
his whole career at bay because of it. He’s
gonna learn and he’s gonna move forward
and just hopefully he won't treat the next
woman the same way.”
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Tech softball drops 2 in home, Big 12 opener

By ADAM COLEMAN

Srorts Eniror

For a second, the Texas Tech
softball team was tied 1-1 with the
No. 9 team in the nation.

But a second is not a long

time. :
The Red Raiders’ first home
games of the season did not go
as planned, as they dropped two
games in a doubleheader against
No. 9 Oklahoma 6-1 and 12-0,
respectively, Tuesday at Rocky
Johnson Field.

“] don’t know if we were sur-
prised,” Tech coach Amy Suiter
said. “We know that if we don’t do
what we need to do, then teams are
gonna jump all over you.”

Tech’s downward spiral started
in the fourth inning of the first
game.

It seemed the Red Raiders
(6-19, 0-2 in Big 12 Conference
play) were in position to compete
with one of the country's best
teams for seven innings afterTech
and OU were tied heading into
the third.

But with the Sooners’ talent,
Tech and starting pitcher Alex
Watkins did not last long.

It started when OU’s Dani
Dobbs hit a double that brought
Jeannie Douglas in for the run,
putting the Sooners on top 2-1.

After that, Evan Sallis reached
first on an error. Amber Flores
made Tech pay the price, as she hit
a double to allow Dobbs to score
another run, making it 3-1.

Substances found on

Clemens materials
NEW YORK (AP) — Federal au-

-thorities have found performance-en-
hancing substances on the materials Brian
McNamee said he used to inject Roger
Clemens, The New York Times reported
Tuesday.

McNamee turned over the syringes,
vials and gauze pads to federal investigators
last year, after he told baseball investigator
George Mitchell he injected the pitcher

with steroids and human growth hormone.
The Washington Post reported. Feb..6..
that tests linked Clemens' DNA to blood

in the syringes given to investigators by
McNamee.

Clemens has said repeatedly that
McNamee, his former personal trainer,
injected him with B-12 and the painkiller
lidocaine.

“I assumed, and I am not surprised,
that the tests were positive for both DNA
and for performance-enhancing drugs,
because that’s what Brian said all along,
and there’s not much doubt that Brian’s
been telling the truth,” McNamee’s lawyer,
Richard Emery, told The Associated Press.
“The confirmation of that fact, once again,
just seems to me to be another significant
step towards jail for Clemens.”

A federal grand jury in Washington is
investigating whether Clemens lied when
he told a congressional committee last year
that he didn’t use illegal performance-
enhancing substances. McNamee, testi-
fying before the same committee, said he
repeatedly injected Clemens with steroids
and HGH.

Rusty Hardin, Clemens’ lawyer, did
not return a telephone call seeking com-
ment.

What's the best
way to promote
your organization
to every new
student.
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TEXAS TECH’S ASHLY Jacobs allowed 11 runs against Oklahoma in the
Red Raiders’ 12-0 loss to the Sooners in the second game of a doubleheader

Tuesday at Rocky Johnson Field.

The Sooners were not done
yet.

Samantha Ricketts hit a two-
run double that brought Sallis and
Flores home for the 5-1 Sooner
lead.

After a pop out was caught by

Tech catcher Holley Gentsch,
Watkins walked Krystle Huey and
a wild pitch allowed Huey and
Ricketts to advance to second and
third, respectively.

Then Watkins (0-6) walked
Karolyne Long to load the bases

UP FOR YOUR COUNTRY.

TRONG

New Student Orientation begins June 10

Deadline: April 1, 4 p.m.

for the Sooners, but before any-
more damage could be done, Tech
finally got out of the inning.

In the bottom of the fourth,
Tech had no answer for the four-
run inning OU (19-6, 2-0) put
together, as it was three up and
three down for the Red Raiders.

In the bottom of the fifth, Tech
did have Stephanie Drewry on
third with Megan Shupp up to bat,
but Tech could not take advantage
of the opportunity.

With a runner on first and
second, there was another oppor-
tunity to catch up in the bottom
-of the sixth, but a Kirsten Allen
(6-3) strikeout sent Tech back to
the dugout empty-handed again,
allowing OU and the freshman to
cruise to the win.

“They’re very disciplined up at
the plate,” said Emily Bledsoe, who
drove in Tech’s only run of the
game. “They’re a very disciplined
team, and it’s hard to pitch to
people that are that disciplined.”

But it seemed like” Tech’s in-
ability to respond to OU’s runs
translated to the second game of
the doubleheader, which ended
in five innings because of the
run rule.

OU scored in four of the five
innings of this game: two runs in
the first, four in the second, one in
the third and five in the fourth.

This time around, Tech only
had one hit through four innings,
which was a double from Jennifer
Lee in the bottom of the first. The
second did not come until the fifth

PHOTO BY C

MOREFIELD/The Daily Toreador

FIRST BASEMAN LIZ Eimen catches a ball in the second inning to tag
out an Oklahoma player Tuesday at Rocky Johnson Field.

and final inning.

Tech pitcher Ashly Jacobs
(4-8) took the loss in the second
game, allowing 11 runs on 10 hits
while walking eight batters.

OU coach Patty Gasso believes
her team did not expect to grab an
easy win in Lubbock, but she said
Tech’s difficult schedule and not
the Red Raiders’ play on the field
can shoulder some of the blame for
this season.

“You don’t take anybody light-
ly,” Gasso said. “I know this team.
I know they know how to swing.

They’ve played a very tough
schedule and I appreciate that.
You can see that they’ve had some
lumps against some very good
teams lately. But also, they’ve got
some big wins. Teams like that
make me a little more uncomfort-
able because they know how to
play against good quality teams
versus padding their record with
a soft schedule.”

Tech leaves today for San Di-
ego, Calif., to face South Dakota
State on Thursday.
»»adam.coleman@ttu.edu

Puzzles by PageFiller

In Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
be in every row,
column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.

“ Ombuds Office

A safe place for students & staff

to bring concerns.
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Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

The Ombuds Office
has moved!

We are now located
in the SUB room 238.

238 Student Union Bldg

 806+742-4791

call 742-3384

to schedule your ad.
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Tuesday, March 24 6:00pm  Team positions available:
Thursday, April 2 . 6:00pm *Customer Service

Monday, April 6 5:00pm *Swim Instructors
Thursday, April 16 5:00pm *Lifeguards

G o ***Rec Center Rm. 206*** Interviews begin April 5th
Phone: 742-3351 Website: www.rescsports.ttu.edu Box 2151
Scuba Diving REC SPORTS
Discover the many wonders of the underwater world -- by getting SPRING BREAK
Scuba certified! During the classroom and pool sessions we will MARCH 2009
guide you through-the knowledge and skills necessary to become

a PADI certified open water diver. The open water check will be March13 | March14 | March15
at San SOi oman Spﬂngs_ The Fitnesy/Wellness Center witl be closed March 13 through March 22. SRC: SRC: SRC:

Th e pn ce ln Clu d es cl asses Please check in for all reservations at the Equipment Issue counter. Sk =iy o
? AC: 6:00-8:45am | AC: AC:
. . . . ‘e Quid suits C will be iday, 3L - % ¥ 3 00 -~ 64
dive trip including tranSpPOT | T oopm The Gudoor Pss Coues wi oo closed March 16 tuough | 1>00P% | 1200-600pm | 1200-600
a March 22,

tation, food, and gear, and e ©C: Closed

G ) 3 Family Hours: During Spring Bresk x OPC: {1am - 7pm CC: Closed
the certification dives. You A :

. The University wifl be conducti ints on the steam and cool

can't beat this deal! : swater lines, so there will be o hot water on these days.

Deadline: Mar. 28

12:10-1:00pm NoClass | 4:15-5:15pm

Xtra Strength
Cardio Boxing Room 114
Room 114
Trips Dates: o -
3 Abs Room 114
April 4-5 i
5:30-6:30 pan
Cardio Cireuit
Room 114
Cost: $345 March16 | March17 |~ Mareh 18 March 19 March 20 March21 | March22
2:%0Ca:m-7pm iso((:);mdpm. z:lz((lrgm-m)ﬂpm ::%gm~7:00pm g:%((;;m ~6:00pm SZRO(C;- 6:00pm gzkf;f—%:()()pm
Intramurals o 1o om0 | B ™™ | 2o ot | 565-co0pm | 2064100
4:00 ~ 7:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm  { 4:00-7:00 pm 200 ~ 7:00 pm
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Going For You After Spring Break! ™ | minn, |SRRE | S | || s
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Residence Hall Kick Ball Tournament i | i it i
Register By April 1 Roomits  |Romie  fReomum  fAbe T AW Ao 1re
Games will be on April 3 e b N et
Singles Tennis en
Register from March 23 - April 2 March 23
SRC: 6:004m -
12:00pm
Go}f Doubles Tournament . T
Register from March 30 - April 16 e
CC: 3:00-10:00pm
Tailgating Games ™ oo
Pregame of the April 4 TTU Baseball Game

Outdoor Pursuits Center

Natural High Bike Race

Fit/Well

There are stil Mind/Body Passes

Available! S -
aturday, April 4

Only $40 for the rest of the semester! . e

For only $40, you get to choose between Reg1ster at the Race
L any of the 15 mind and body classes 11:00am - 12:15am

including yoga, pilates, and yogalites for : 3

the entire semester! With so many classes MLK Park

to choose from and such a great price, $5 w/Student ID

© there is no reason not to get in!
| Register in the Fit/Well now!

Aquatics Center

Lifeguarding Classes

If you do want to be a lifeguard, we have lots of classes available for you
to take! Cost is $130 for Texas Tech students and faculty/staff and $140
for the community. Includes the book and all certification costs.

Spring Lifeguarding Classes Start Dates:
Saturday, March 28th - April 5th
Tuesday, March 31st - April 23rd
Wednesday, April 18th - April 26th
Monday, May 11th - May 16th

Going skiing for Spring Break?
Rent your ski and snowboards packages
before you ever set foot on the mountain,
Get to the OPC today to reserve your
package for Spring Break! Supplies are
limited!

| coming together in the union

studewt taiow Wuilding houvs
o during spvivg break :

| SN/ wondan 3N6/69-thorsday 319/09
| 8:60awm-5:00pW

(Hhe vaion bisbro will e open frowm 8:06aw-4:00pwW)

fridow 3/26/09-s0nday, 3/22/09
closed

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
Student Union & Activities

Division of Student Affairs & Enrollment Management

for more information - call (806) 742-3636 or visit www.sub.ttu.edu
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No. 4 Memphis a favorite
in conference tournament

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — If
other Conference USA teams want
toreach the NCAA tournament, they
must beat No. 4 Memphis, the league’s
dominant team for four years and last
season’s runner-up for the national
championship.

And if defeating one of the nation’s

. premier squads-in this week’s tourna-
ment to earn the automatic NCAA
bid isn’t tough enough, the road goes
through the FedExForum, the Tigers’
home floor, putting the rest of the con-
ference at a distinct disadvantage.

“That’s our challenge, to get into
position where we can challenge

them,” East Carolina coach Mack Mc- -

Carthy said. “In the meantime, they
are the kings, and they deserve every
break they can get. They've earned
them. They are the gold standard.”
The tournament starts Wednes-
day with seeds 5-12 facing off in four
games.
- The tournament opens with No. 7
seed Marshall (15-16, 7-9) facing 10th-
seeded Rice (9-21, 4-12), followed by

the sixth-seed UCF (17-13, 7-9)
against No. 11 seed Southern Mis-
sissippi (14-16, 4-12).

In the evening session, Tiilane
(13-16, 7-9), the No. 8 seed faces
ninth-seed East Carolina (13-16,
5-11), while No. 5 seed Houston
(19-10, 10-6) takes on last-place
SMU (9-20, 3-13) in the night-
cap.

Besides Memphis (28-3, 16-0),
the tournament’s top seed, second-
seeded Tulsa (22-9, 12-4), No. 3
UAB (21-10, 11-5) and UTEP
(19-11, 10-6), in the fourth slot, all
earned opening-round byes.

The C-USA is expected to get
one team in the NCAA tourna-
ment Memphis — unless there isan
upset in the league tournament.

The Tigers have the nation’s lon-
gest winning streak at 22 straight,
and have won 58 consecutive
C-USA games, including the post-
season. They completed their third
straight season going through the
conference with a 16-0 record.

Giants beat Rangers 6-4

SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) — Rang-
ers starter Scott Feldman is having
less trouble pitching than chewing
gum.

A day after needing a root canal
on a tooth he broke while chewing
gum, Feldman had his second con-
secutive scoreless outing with three
innings for Texas in a 6-4 loss Tuesday
to the San Francisco Giants.

Feldman walked two and allowed
one hit, following up his previous
start when he retired all six batters
he faced.

“Ijust tried to keep the ball down,
get some quick outs,” Feldman said.
“I was kind of frustrated with my
breaking ball.”

After leaving the game, Feldman
threw about 20 breaking pitches in
the bullpen to work out some of the
kinks. The right-hander is trying to
add a slider.

“I thought they had some quick
bite to them, but they weren’t in the

strike zone,” manager Ron Washing-

ton said. “He’s trying to get a feel
for it. 'm more than certain that
by time we get out of here, he’ll
have it down.”

Washington made a dentist
visit of his own Tuesday morning,
in his uniform. He even had to take
pain medication during the game.

Joe Martinez was flawless
through three innings. But four of
the first five Texas batters he faced
in the fourth reached base, though
only one scored.

Martinez, 10-10 with an East-
ern League-best 2.49 ERA at
Double-A Connecticut last season,
is getting a chance to start while
No. 5 starter Jonathan Sanchez
is with Puerto Rico’s team at the
World Baseball Classic. The right-
hander struck out two and allowed
three hits.

San Francisco manager Bruce
Bochy took advantage of a travel
squad missing several regulars to

shuffle a few players.

Turgeon has Aggies playing well as
conference tournament approaches

By ALEX YBARRA

MANAGING EDITOR

Earlier this season, the spirit of
a broken-down Texas A&M bas-
ketball team was left behind and
forgotten somewhere in the visitor’s
locker room of the Ferrell Center
in Waco.

The Aggies had just lost a heart-
breaker to the Bears, 72-68 on Feb.
14, and dropped to 3-7 in Big 12
Conference play: after starting the
season 15-2 overall.

With his players distraught and
searching for answers, Texas A&M
coach Mark Turgeon muscled all
the coaching prowess he could, but
A&M guard Derrick Roland had
something on his mind — a few
words everyone in the locker room
took to heart.

Turgeon recalled the moment
during Monday’s Big 12 coaches’
teleconference just after he said that
night marked the “low point” of the
season.

“(Roland) said, ‘Hey guys, we’re

“gonna leave this one in the locker

”

room,”” Turgeon said. “I think it
was the best thing that’s been said
all year.”

In essence, that loss probably was
the best thing that could have hap-
pened to the Aggies, who won six
straight games to close out the Big
12 regular season.

The first win of that stretch of
games was a 15-point runaway against
Texas on Feb. 16. The last win came
against then-No. 12 Missouri, 96-86
on Saturday — in which the Aggies
led by 21 points at halftime before
weathering a Missouri comeback
despite losing senior Josh Carter to
a left ankle injury.

Without Carter, the Aggies
showed the strength that had accu-
mulated ever since that fateful night
in Waco: The bench scored 39 points
and the team shot 62 percent from
the field. The upset padded the Ag-
gies’ NCAA Tournament resumé.

“I said (to Carter) don’t be a hero,
we can do this without you, especially

that day in that building, I thought
we could do it,” Turgeon said. “Our
bench knew it had to be a huge part
of that game. Guys knew they had
to step up when Josh went down and
they did that. I think we all ignored

(his injury).”

It’s difficult to ignore the fact
the Aggies’ six-game win streak all
but guaranteed them a spot in the
NCAA Tournament. It would be the
fourth consecutive NCAA Tourna-
ment appearance for an A&M squad
that once was on the outside looking
in come tournament time. It was not
too long ago when the Aggies went
0-16 in Big 12 play in 2003-2004.-

But times have changed. ;

Former A&M coach Billy
Gillespie, now at Kentucky, coached
the first two years of A&M’s possible
four-year streak in the Big Dance,
but Turgeon is doing a good job of

building a winning structure on top

of Gillespie’s foundation.

Turgeon has 48 wins since moving
to College Station, which marks the
most victories by a Big 12 coach in
his first two seasons with a team.

“Lute Olson went to Arizona,
they didn’t have tradition,” Turgeon

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The Daily Toreador

said. “I'm not saying I'm Lute Olson, TEXAS A&M’S CHINEMELU Elonu and the Aggies hope to extend a
six-game winning streak in the Big 12 Tournament today.

I’m not saying Billy was Lute Olson,
but it has to start somewhere and
hopefully we can keep it going for
a long time. s

“Where people can look back 10
years from now, kids will say, ‘I didn’t
know A&M used to be bad at basket-
ball or wasn’t any good at basketball.’
All they know is that it’s good.”

A&M guard Josh Carter, who
played under Gillespie, said he
has seen a culture shift in College
Station, where fans have steadily
enjoyed the taste of what it’s like to
be involved in March Madness.

“Once we started getting the
program rolling a little bit and the
fans started doing more, you can just
see people starting to get interested
in basketball a little bit,” Carter said.
“I didn’t expect it to be quite as big
as it is now. I'could see it coming a
little bit, and I'm glad it was even

more than [ expected.”

For the second straight year, the
Aggies are playing their best bas-
ketball heading into the Phillips 66
Big 12 Tournament. Although the
Aggies finished in a four-way tie at
fourth place, they are seeded sixth
and face No. 11 Texas Tech in a first-
round matchup at 8:30 p.m. today in
Oklahoma City’s Ford Center.

“Mark’s done a great job, same
job he did last year,” Tech coach
Pat Knight said. “They were kind of
on the ropes and all of a sudden he
got it going and they’ve won six in
a row here.” ;

A&M was 8-8 last season head-
ing into the conference tournament,
where the Aggies knocked off No.
11 Iowa State and No. 2 Kansas
State before losing to eventual na-

tional champions, the No. 2 Kansas
Jayhawks.

Turgeon said the late push for
postseason play in both his seasons as
AS&M coach should be a testament to
how he was taught to coach and the
tough, social-economic background
that some of his key players possess.
But even with the satisfaction of
sucha season-saving winning streak,
Turgeon knows the third part of the
season is just beginning.

* “Now it’s time to (say), ‘OK, how
good do we wanna be?” Turgeon said.
“Do we wanna be remembered as a,
‘Yeah, that was a really good team,
they won 23 games, 24 games.’ Or do
you wanna be remembered as a great
team? That’s what it comes down to
over the next few weeks for us.”
*3-daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

CLASSIFIEDS

Terms & Conditions Deadlines

Classified Line Ads:

Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one
day in advance.

Classified Display Ads:

4 p.m. three days in advance.
Please call for rates for display
advertising.

me Ad Rates

15 words or less Help Wanted Typing There is a 15-word mini-

Furnished Rentals Tutors mum on all classified ads.

$5.00 per day Unfurnished Rentals ~ For Sale 'The Tiet 2 wards: oox.

Bold Headline Tickets for Sale Services one line) are bold and cap-

Miscellaneous Roommates italized. All ads will ap-

50¢ eXtr? Lost & Found Travel pear on dailytoreador.net
(max. one line) Clothing/Jewelry Legal Notice ¢ no additional charge.

Classifications

Please check your ad care-
fully on the first day of
publication and notify

The Daily Toreador- of
any errors. We are only
responsible for the first
day’s incorrect insertion.

All classifieds ads must be prepaid
prior to publication by credit card,
cash or personal check.

Checks should be made payable to

www.dailytoreador.com
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our
Web site to get started!
E-mail: dawn.zuerker @ttu.edu ‘
Remember to include a contact number!
Phone: 806.742.3384
Call us to place your ad by credit card.
Fax: 806.742.2434

Call and confirm pricing and payment.

The Daily Toreador.

TUTORS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

UNFURNISHED _UNFURNISHED _MISCELLANEOUS

IN-HOME TUTORING = A SUPERIOR VALUE
All Subjects, PreK - Adult, LD/ADD
Affordable Rates, Flexible Schedules.
806-368-5629, www.clubz.com.

NEED A TUTOR FOR YOUR COLLEGE COURSE?
Calculus, Trig, Physics, Chemistry, Economics,
Foreign Languages, Biology, Anatomy, English
and more. Flexible schedules and affordable rates
Call today for $50 off 806-368-5629,
www.clubz.com.

VIOLIN/FIDDLE, = VIOLA, GUITAR
lessons. Five blocks from Tech.
http://beststudentviolins.com/Studio.html,

317-0042.

HELP WANTED

ASSISTANT NEEDED during*spring break. Cook-
ing, housecleaning, shopping, errands, etc. Must
be dependable. 687-8030, 773-5556.

BUSY MEDICAL practice seeking part time employ-
ment. Various duties including front desk and fil-
ing. 15-25 hrs per week. Fax resume to 806-788-
8502.

CLEAN UP helpers needed for rentals. Flexible
schedule. Truck useful. Painting, cleaning yards,
landscaping, errands, misc. To apply see Ann
at4211 34th.

DON'T JUST GETAJOB

Getasuperjob. Supertan is hiring. Apply online
www.Getasupertan.com or 3 locations 82nd &
Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & University.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Eam up to $150 per day
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791.

EXPERIENCED GREETERS wanted immediately!
Accepting applications now! Apply in person at Las
Brisas Southwest Steakhouse, 114th between
Quaker and Slide Road, 806-687-6050.

FLEXIBLE HOURS, guys or girls, swimming pool
maintenance, must have‘ vehicle, 806-789-3048.

FULL TIME AGRICULTURAL

Research Technician | - Duties: Maintaining field

- plots, weed control, pollinating, apply spray herbi-
cides, fertilizing, watering the fields; collecting field
data & samples, enter data into computer; harvest-
ing yield trials and other breeding materials and
shelling the corn; preparing and packaging seeds
for field trials and breeding nursery. Education:
High school graduation supplemented by college
course work in agriculture or any equivalent combi-
nation of training and experience. Required Experi-
ence: Three years in farm. work and knowledge of
farming practices including fillage, planting, weed
and insect control, and harvesting are expected.
GREAT benefits go to https://greatjobs.tamu.edu/
NOV # 04096 to apply

PIANO,

FULL/PART TIME positions for child care special-
ists. Must have experience working with adole-
cents/children 5-18. All applicants must be 21 and
over. No previous criminal history. To apply:
www.southplainschildrensshelter.com.

HILLCREST GOLF & Country Club is seeking ex-
perienced waitstaff and cartstaff. Apply in person
at 4011 N. Boston.

KITCHEN HELP needed part time. Tuesday
through Saturday. Call 780-4444 for more informa-
tion.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YWCA now hiring now for after
school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6 PM. Apply now at
35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at 806-792-2723.

NEED EXTRA $3% but don't have the extra time to
work? Make your car work for you! Go to
www.advertisinginyourface.com for more info!

NOW HIRING

Looking for Preschool and Nursery teachers to
work in a fun, and educational environment. Experi-
ence a plus, training provided. Apply in person at
The Playhouse & Leamning Station, 2504 82nd St.
NURSERY STAFF needed for St Lukes UMC.
Must be available Sunday momnings. April 1st thru
Summer. Please contact Jennifer Thomason at
jthomason@stlukeslubbock.org.

UMPIRES NEEDED for Lubbock Little League
baseball. For meeting/clinic schedule and to sign
up call Jay Temple at 543-8999.

ULOFTS SUBLEASE

1 Bedroom/bath. Pool view, stainless steel appli-
ances. Walking distance to campus. | am graduat-
ing in May and will give a discounted rate of $550
from May - Aug. 214-901-8503.

1/1 DUPLEX. $450. Lawn kept. Washer and dryer
included. Polished oak. Probably the nicest and the
neatest. 2205A 18th. 765-7182.

10 BLOCKS from Tech. All bills paid. Small effi-
ciency. Appliances. $350. Call 281-1236.

1619 UNIVERSITY, ~ Farm House Studio Apart-
ment, 1/1 $650/mo.; 3509 23rd Street, 2/1
$700/mo.; 4917 41st Street, 2/1/1 $800/mo.; 2344
78th Street #2, 2/2/1 $800/mo.; 3712 26th Street,
3/1/1 $800/mo. Call Lamberts Properties LLC 806-
687-7228 or 806-687-0376. All properties come
with appliances & lawn care. Ask about leasing
special.

PART TIME HELP NEEDED

Flexible shifts. Fun job. Great pay +. Apply at
1701 Parkway Drive.

PART Time work. Mowing yards. Call James: 745-
1614.

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in Lubbock. 100% free
to join. Click on Surveys.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT, agricultural field techni-
cians wanted. No experience necessary, agricul-
tural background is beneficial. Starting pay $80 per
day with raises and bonuses given. Potential eam-
ings $5000 to $6500 are possible. Internships are
available, receiving three to nine hours of degree
credits. Call Mark Scott Crop Consulting at 773-
1444 or 745-4706.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT

Fun Valley Family Resort, South Fork Colorado
needs students for all types of jobs: kitchen, dining
room, housekeeping, stores, maintenance, horse
wrangler, office.- Salary, room/board/bonus. For in-
formation .and employment application write: Stu-
dent Personnel Director, 6315 Westover Drive,
Granbury, TX 76049, or call 1-800-548-1684 or e-
mail: rafain@sbcglobal.net.

THE GAS LIGHT
Experienced wait staff needed. Apply in person at
5212 5Tth Street or call 785-1720 for more informa-
tion.

2/1. CENTRAL h/a, hardwood floors. $600/mo.
plus bills. 2205 26th St. 806-535-1905.

2112 29TH St. 2/1. $650/mo. Close to Tech.
wood/tile throughout. 806-252-8668.

2114 16TH. 3/2. $795/mo. 806-771-8952.
Tritexprops@gmail.

2216 24TH St. 4/2. $695/mo. 806-771-8952.
Tritexprops@gmail.

2320 20TH. 2/1. $650/mo. Close to Tech.
Woodltile throughout. 806-252-8668.

2822 35TH St. 2/1. $600/mo. Close to Tech. 806-
252-8668.

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re-
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month.
Bills paid. 792-3118.

3/2. CENTRAL h/a. $975/mo. plus bills. 2305 29th
St., 806-535-1905.

3/2. HARDWOOD floor, central h/a, party room, hot
tub. $1050/mo. plus bills. 2302 30th St. 806-535-
1905.

3/2/1. HOT tub, alarm, hardwood floors, central
h/a. $1050/mo. plus bills. 2217 29th Street, 806-
535-1905.

3/2/2 NEAR Tech & medical. Large bedrooms.
406 Guneau. Pets okay. 214-543-8545.

3020 46TH St. Front. -3/2. $1095/mo. Close to
Tech. Woodltile throughout. 806-252-8668.

3020 46TH St. Rear. 1/1. $400/mo. Close to Tech.
Woodltile throughout. 806-252-8668.

3006 24TH. Efficiency. Quiet.
$500/$350 deposit. 793-0137.

Appliances.

3307 35TH St. 3/1. $700/mo. Close to Tech.
Woodltile throughout. 806-252-8668.

3414 26TH B St. 2/1. $640/mo. Close to Tech.
Woodltile throughout. 806-252-8668.

3414A 26TH St. 2/1. $640/mo. Close to Tech.
Woodtile throughout. 806-252-8668.

3704 25TH St. 3/2. $800/mo. Close to Tech.
Woodltile throughout. 806-252-8668.

4/4/3. 1889 sq. ft. $1700/mo. March & April free.
544-7506.

FOR RENT. 2612 33rd St. (33rd & Boston), close
to tech. 3/2/1, pets welcome, $1050/month, $1050
deposit. 806-283-0339.

FOR RENT: 3/2/1. Central AH, washer/dryer, dish-
washer, refrigerator, and stove included.
$990/month, $500/deposit, 3811 26th. Call 806-
798-3716.

FREE RENT
Great houses and duplexes for rent. 3506 26th: 3/2
$795. 2602 29th: efficiency $250. 2010 15th: 3/2
$795. 2106 14th: 2/1 $450. Other great properties
available. Pets welcomed. 773-5249.

GREAT HOUSE near Tech. 3/2/2. Hardwood
floors, has alarm system. 2219 29th St. $1050/mo.
plus bills. 806-535-1905.

GREAT PARTY HOUSE! Wet bar in game room!
3/2 with loft, HUGE living room, updated bath-
rooms and kitchen! Wood floors so no more stain-
ing carpet! Call Kathy Walker (806)577-1224.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri-
ous Students only. A/C. $335/month utilities paid.
792-3118.

HUGE HOUSE. 4/2, 2 living areas, large base-
ment. $1500/mo. plus bills. Central h/a Hardwood
floors. 2301 29th. 806-535-1905.

LYNNWOOD TOWNHOMES. 2, 3, 4 master bed-
room suite homes. Garages. Free cable and inter-
net. Lower rate if pre—leased by March 13. 785-
7772.

NEWLY REMOLDED efficiencies, 3 & 4 bedroom
houses convenient to Tech. Call 771-1890.

NICE 3/3/2. Available April 1st. Stove, fridge, wash-

er/dryer. 3520 48th. No smoking/pets. $950/mo.
$500 deposit. 795-1221.

STUDENTS CALL on these great properties: 5417
29th, 2606 21st, 2604C 21st, 2608B 21st, 3810A &
B 33rd, 5217 42nd. 797-2212.

FOR SALE

100% LEATHER sofa, love seat and 3-piece table
set. Lifetime warranty. Brand new! $650. 806-549-
3110.

1999 TOYOTA Camry $500! One owner! For list-
ings 800-544-1092 ext. L359.

5-PIECE microfiber sofa, love seat and cocktail
table set. Brand new! Delivery available. $550. 806-
549-3110.

500 POLICE Impounds! Hondas, Toyotas, etc.
From 500! For listings 800-544-1092 ext L356.

ADJUSTABLE BED and queen mattress. Brand
new! Warranty. $995. 806-549-3110.

BLACK BEDROOM 5-piece set. Modern uptown
style. Brand new. $590. 806-549-3110.

CALIFORNIA KING (longer) complete mattress
set. Brand new! $275. Can deliver. 806-438-0081.

CANOPY BED with solid wood dresser, mirror and
nightstand. Brand new. Factory pncmg $1090. 806-
438-0081.

DINING TABLE and chairs. Rich cherry finish.
Brand new! Delivery. $390. 806-549-3110.

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus  expense.  Non/smoker, ages 19-
29 SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0.

Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if quallﬁed

FIRM ORTHOPEDIC queen size mattress and
foundation: Never used. $130. 806-438-0081.

GREGORY BALTORO pack. Therma rest propad.
Mens size parka 10 boots, mens size 10 keen
boots. 745-6257.

MAKE $3K in one month. www.3Kin30days.com
Call Brenda 806-783-9901, 712-830-8114.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jewerly, coins, watches, etc.
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653,
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

ROOMMATES

LOOKING FOR a female to take over my -apart-
ment lease through August. Furnished 4 bedroom,
2 bath. All bills paid! Please call Jordan 806-438-
4145!

FULL PILLOW TOP mattress set, $125. Twin mat-
tress set, $99. Both new! 806-438-0081.

HOUSE FOR sale in Tech Terrace. Completed re-
modeled. 3317 21st. 2/2/3. 2250 sq, ft. 806-773-
0531.

MAHOGANY FINISH bedroom suite. Solid wood,
polished silver knobs, List $2450, sell $790. De-
liver. 806-438-0081.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE

5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

MATTRESS, QUEEN eurotop with box spring.
Brand new. $145. Can deliver. 806-549-
3110.

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES round trip voucher.
Good for any round frip where Southwest flies.
Only $450. Great for spring break getaway! Con-
tact: sale-wcanx-1066121295@craigslist.org.

ONE BEDROOM. $425 per month. May through
July 31st. In Tech Terrace. Washer/dryer included.
Contact Jordan 214-476-2042.

PERFECT TECH HOUSE

4/2 OR 3/2 Two Story. W/D connections. Pets ok.
Available now! 2218 27th. $995. 214-592-5334.

REAR APARTMENT with private yard. $350/mo.
plus bills. 2204 29th St. attached rear. 806-535-
1905.

REAR APARTMENT. One bedroom. $375/mo. plus
bills. 2205 26th Rear. 806-535-1905.

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

ROOMMATE NEEDED: Share 3/2 house + game

. room for summer/fall. Quiet neighborhood, near

Tech. Call Robbie 806-570-4070 or Clint 806-317-

8452.

AFFORDABLE MOVING
Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable
prices. Local or long distance. Free estimate on the
phone. Call 799-4033.

ANDROPOLIS HAIR SALON/COLOR SPA. New
client speciall Womens haircut/style $20. Mens
haircut/style $15. Color services 25% off. Eye-
brow/lip wax $10. Limited time offer w/NATALIE
DEBELLIS. 806-747-8811.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information
www.LubbockClass.com.

NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH

Officially licensed rings. Men'’s from $495. Wom-
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name cloth
ing & accessories. Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister,
Lucky, Seven, Juicy & designer handbags. Guys &
girls. 806-777-8622.

HOUSE SAFARI

| offer customized MLS home search results via
email. Home tours for individuals & groups. Mary
Benton, Realtor, Keller Williams Realty.
marybenton@kw.com.

SALON SCULPT @ The Centre, Spring Break Spe-
cial $40 Brazilian & $100 off hair extensions, call
for an appointment today 806-368-8004.

WAXING
Brazillian, $45. Bikini, $20. Lip & brow, $15.
Camille, 797-9777x245, @ Lindsey's 3307 83rd.



http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
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Tech faces last non-conference
school before first Big 12 game

By MIKE GRAHAM
Starr WRITER |

The Texas Tech baseball team
has returned to Lubbock and seeks
to cure itself from the “losing
disease.” B

The Red Raiders play Dallas
Baptist (9-3) at 3 p.m. at Dan
Law Field after dropping seven of
their past eight games while on a
California road trip.

“Right now we’re concentrated
on getting a win any way and any
how,” Tech infielder Joey Kenwor-
thy said. “That’s the only thing on
our mind. It’s a disease, like the
coaches say. When you lose on the
road like that, it can be tough. You
can get used to losing.”

Dallas Baptist, a program in-
dependent of an athletic confer-

~ence, has wins over Binghamton,

Sienna, Oakland and Central
Arkansas while dropping one
contest to Binghamton, TCU and
Rice, respectively.

Offensively, DBU is led by out-
fielder Ryan Enos, who is batting
.531 and converted 26 hits into
19 runs. Enos also has 21 RBI and
eight home runs on the season.

DBU has four batters who have
seen significant playing time bat-
ting above .300 and DBU has out-
scored opponents this season 106-
63 through its first 11 games.

Victor Black, an Amarillo na-
tive, is expected to start the game
on the mound for the Patriots
today. Black has a 1-0 pitching
record with a 2.81 ERA and 17
hits through 16 innings of work
over three games.

Black is backed up by a solid
DBU pitching staff. Collectively,

the group allowed a 4.46 ERA.

DBU’s pitching staff will face a
Tech team that has a combined
.296 average. Kenworthy leads

" the team with a .431 followed by

Justin Berry with a .345 and Kel-
len Monreal with a .300 to round
out Tech batters currently at or
over the .300 mark.

Nathan Karns (0-1) is expected
to start for the Red Raiders. Karns
has pitched in two games this sea-
son and has allowed 11 hits for 10
runs while striking five batters out
through 5 2/3 innings of work.

DBU is relatively new to the
Division I baseball ranks, enter-
ing just its fourth year of Division
I play. However, the team already
has made a name for itself by
reaching the regional round of
the NCAA tournament for the
first time in the 2008 season. DBU
became the first independent
baseball program to make the
tournament since 1992.

“They’re going to be good,”
Tech pitcher Cory Large said.
“They were really good last year.
We’re going to have to come out
there and beat them, throw strikes
and do what we’ve been doing
offensively.”

After today’s game, Tech be-
gins Big 12 Conference play with
a three-game series against Ne-
braska at Dan Law Field.

Despite the misfortunes of
the trip to the Golden State, the
team believes they are in a good
spot to start conference play,
especially with preseason All-Big
12 infi elder Willie Rueda close
to a return from a hamstring in-
jury- Rueda could return as early
as Friday.

“We’re in a good position men-
tally,” infielding coach Trent Pet-
rie said. “Our guys believe in what
we're doing, we’ve stuck with each
other. We've had a little bad luck
with injuries, but hopefully we’ll
get Rueda back soon.”
»»michael.graham@ttu.edu

A&M-Tech rivalry enters part 3 in tourney

By ALEX YBARRA

MANAGING EDITOR

Unless Texas Tech wins it all
and receives an automatic bid to the
NEAA Tournament, the Phillips Big
12 Conference Championship pres-
ents the only postseason opportunity
coach Pat Knight and his players will
experience.

So they want to make it last.

Considering Tech blew out then- -
_but it was just like, deep breath, didn’t

No. 9 Kansas by 19 points last week
and missed two potentially game-
winning jumpers in a 78-76 loss to
Iowa State Saturday, the 11th-seeded
Red Raiders are playing well head-
ing into their first round matchup
against No. 6-seed Texas A&M at
8:30 p.m. today in Oklahoma City’s
Ford Center.

“The guys are still competing and
playing hard,” said Knight, who was
suspended one game for criticizing the
officiating after Tech’s loss to A&M
Feb. 21. “So we're kind of looking
forward to seeing what we can do in
the tournament situation because it’s
different. There’s not a lot of prepa-
ration, you're gonna play up to four
games in a row.

“ like our chances to see if we can
win some games.”

At No. 11, Tech (13-18, 3-13 in
Big 12 play) sits in an unfavorable
position, historically at least, because
11th seeds are 2-12 since 1997. Fortu-
nately for the Red Raiders, they have
played Texas A&M (23-8, 9-7 in Big
12 play) twice this season —a 79-70
loss in College Station on Jan. 28 and
a 79-73 loss in Lubbock on Feb. 21.

Even though both meetings
ended in losses, Tech was competi-
tive and knows what to expect from
the Aggies, Knight said. The only
difference between then and now is
the high level of play and confidence
the Aggies have sustained during the
six-game win streak that plopped
them back on the NCAA Tourna-
ment bubble.

A&M coach Mark Turgeon’s team
is coming off an upset victory against
then-No. 13 Missouri in College Sta-
tion on Saturday, which added some
extra padding to the Aggies’s NCAA
Tournament resumé.

After being dead in the water at 3-7
in conference play in early February, the
Aggies played with poise and purpose,
pushing their record to 9-7 to finish a
roller coaster of a regular season.

“I was really happy and really proud,

feel like going out, just wanted to go
home andbe with my family,” Turgeon
said. “It’s been a stressful three weeks
in a way.” :

Considering the Aggies outrebound-
ed the Red Raiders 73-47 on the season;
Knight said Tech will need to limit
A&M’s post production, which he ac-
knowledged as the second-best group of
big men behind Oklahoma’s Blake and
Taylor Griffin.

“You gotta look inside with their
two bigs, that always causes a prob-
lem,” he said of juniors Bryan Davis
and Chinemelu Elonu, who average a
combined 20.5 points and 13.9 rebounds
per game.

Elonu went off for his best offensive
game against Tech in Bubbock, scoring a
career-high 21 points while grabbing 12
rebounds — five were offensive boards.

But the tricky situation with play-
ing the Aggies is the presence of solid
perimeter shooting and quick drives
to the basket. The perimeter shooting
comes from a stable of guards led by
senior Josh Carter, who had 20 points
against Tech on Feb. 21.

And when Tech was able to contain
Carter in College Station, holding him
to 10 points on 1-of-7 shooting, guard
BJ Holmes caught fire. He drained six of
his seven 3-point attempts to finish with
a game-high 24 points.

“They have height and then they
have shooters,” said guard Nick Okorie,
who is averaging 18.1 points in his last
eight games. “If you dig too long or over

help they can hit the three. They have

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH’S NICK Okorie and the Red Raiders hope to score an upset in the
first round of the Big 12 Tournament at 8:30 p.m. today in Oklahoma City.

a driver in (guard Donald) Sloan that
candrive. They have pretty much every-
thing they need to be a very good team.
Then they have a great coach.”

Carter suffered an injury to his left

ankle against Missouri Saturday, and has .

been receiving treatment since. Turgeon
and Carter both said earlier this week
that the ankle should be healthy enough
to go against Tech and Turgeon added
that Carter’s appearance against Tech
would be a game-time decision.

For A&M, playing a hungry team
like the Red Raiders could damage a
lot of its recent momentum, especially
considering Tech has not played like a
No. 11 seed lately.

“If there’s a better No. 11 out there [
wanna see it,” Turgeon said. “They scare

‘me because they can score the basketball

so easily — tough to guard and they’re
an in-state school — so it’s gonna be a
tough one.”

»»daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

www.roadraidérs.ttu.ed;l‘

Road Raiders are Tech Parents
members who can help if you need
directions, a rest stop, or help with
car trouble while you are traveling.

The Road Raiders list is available
online. Search by city from your
phone or computer at
www.roadraiders.ttu.edu.

A PDF file is also available for download
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DRIVE SAFELY. STAY ALERT. BE PREPAREL
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More than 26,000 students, faculty and staff received a test of the
TechAlert system yesterday. Up to four phone numbers can be registered.
Go to www.ttu.edu/emergency to update your information.

DONT BE THE LAST T0 KNOW!
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