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STATE
Texas arrests dismantle 
mafia drug operation

SAN ANGELO (AP) —  Fed
eral authorities said Wednesday that 
a Mexican Mafia gang that’s been 
trafficking methamphetamine in two 
West Texas cities since 2004 has been 
dismantled.

Six people were arrested Wednes
day morning in San Angelo and eight 
were already in state custody on related 
charges, a release from the U.S. At
torney’s Office states. One man is still 
being sought.

They are named in a 15-count 
federal indictment that alleges con
spiracy to distribute and possess with 
intent to distribute 500 grams or more 
of methamphetamine.

H ouse Dems pass 
$4108 spending bill

WASHINGTON (AP) —  The
D em o cratic-co n tro lled  House 
pushed through a $410  billion 
measure Wednesday that boosted 
domestic programs, bristled with 
earmarks and chipped away at 
policies left behind by the Bush 
administration.

The vote was 245-178, largely 
along party lines.

Republicans assailed the measure as 
too costly —  particularly on the heels 
of a $787 biUion stimulus bill that Presi
dent Barack Obama signed last week. 
But Democrats jabbed back.

“The same people who drove 
the economy into the ditch are now 
complaining about the size of the tow 
tmck,” said Rep. James McGovern, D- 
Mass., pointing out the large increase 
in deficits that President George W. 
Bush and GOP-controlled Congresses 
amassed.

SKorea says NKorea 
is likely to fire missile

SEO U L, South Korea (A P) 
—  Senior intelligence officials 
told South Korean lawmakers 
Wednesday that the projectile being 
prepared for launch in North Korea 
appears to be a long-range missile, 
not a satellite as claimed by the 
communist country.

T he assessment came a day 
after North Korea announced it 
was preparing to send a satellite 
into orbit.

DEATH TOLL4251
U.S. m ilitary deaths in 

Iraq since fighting began
SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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Tech community seeks to reduce childhood^esity with physical activity, good eating habits
By RACHEL KUYKENDALL

Contributing W riter

P o o r d ie ts  an d  a la c k  o f  
p h y s ic a l a c t iv ity  h a v e  c o n 
t r ib u te d  to  a n  in c r e a s e  in  
c h i ld h o o d  o b e s i t y  in  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s .

M o re  th a n  4 6  p e rc e n t o f  
c h ild re n  w ill b e  o v erw eig h t 
and o n e  in  sev en  w ill be obese 
in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  by 2 0 1 0 , 
accord ing  to  a study published 
in  th e  In te rn a tio n a l Jo u rn a l 
o f  P ed ia tr ic  O b esity .

“Kids h av e a lo t o f  w hat we 
c a ll  s cre e n  tim e  —  T V  tim e , 
co m p u te r  t im e , te c h n o lo g y  
t im e ,” sa id  K a re n  M eariey , 
a r e s e a r c h e r  an d  a s s o c ia te  
p rofessor in  th e  d ep artm en t 
o f  h e a lth , e x e rc ise  and  sports 
sc ie n c e s  a t T exa s  T e ch . “O u r 
k id s  to d a y  h a v e  n o  o p p o r
tu n ity  to  play ou tsid e . T h e y  
d o n ’t h a v e  a lo t  o f  free  tim e 
a n y m o r e .  I t ’s m o r e  o r g a 
n ized .”

M ean ey  said she developed 
a “Fu n  and F i t” a fte r-sch o o l 
p ro g ra m  d ir e c te d  by  T e c h  
s tu d en ts  a few  years ago to  
i n t r o d u c e  g o o d  n u t r i t i o n  
and  in crea sed  p h y sica l a c t iv 
ity  in to  th e  liv es o f  c h ild re n  
from  lo w -in co m e fam ilies, but 
a la ck  o f  fu n d ing  has put th e  
program  o n  h o ld .

R e a c h i n g  l o w - i n c o m e

PHOTO KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador 
FROM  LEFT, N A TASH A  Hardwicke, 8 , fills her plate with Goldfish crackers while Kristian Coleman, 8 , and 
Halle Gamer, 10, react to an offer for ranch dressing during the “Fun and Fit” after school program taught by 
Texas Tech nutrition students Wednesday at Roscoe Wilson Elementary. .

fam ilies  is im p o rta n t, she said, 
b e ca u se  fa m ily  in c o m e  p lays 
a p art in  w h ich  c h ild re n  d eal 
w ith  obesity .

“C h ild r e n  in  lo w -in c o m e  
fa m ilie s  h a v e  a h ig h e r  ra te  o f 
o b e sity ,” M e a n e y  said . “W h e n  
tw o  p a r e n ts  w o rk , fa s t  fo o d

is c h e a p  and  easy. I t ’s a ro u 
t in e .”

S h e  said ch ea p er food  is usu
ally  n o t  th e  m ost n u tritio u s.

M e la n ie  F lart, an  a sso c ia te  
c h a ir  and  a s so c ia te  p ro fesso r 
in  th e  d e p a rtm e n t o f  h e a lth , 
e x e r c is e  an d  sp o rts  s c ie n c e s

w ho h elp ed  M ea n ey  c o m p le te  
re se a rch  for th e  program , said 
th e  in crea se  in  ch ild h o o d  o b e 
s ity  stem s m o stly  fro m  h o m e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  n o t  fro m  
g e n etics .

“T h e r e ’s a decreased  am ou nt 
o f  p h y sica l a c tiv ity  —  b o th  in

s c h o o l and  a t h o m e  —  a d e 
creased  a m o u n t o f  re ce ss . W e 
h a v e  kids s it t in g  in  ch a irs  lo n 
ger,” H a rt said . “A n  in creased  
am o u n t o f  sed en tary  b e h a v io r  
rea lly  adds to  o b esity .”

C h i l d r e n  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  
c o m e  h o m e  fro m  s c h o o l  and  
go o u ts id e  to  p lay  b e ca u se  o f  
a la c k  o f  s a fe ty  in  d if f e r e n t  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w h i le  b o t h  
p a r e n ts  w o rk , s h e  sa id . T h e  
program  focuses o n  lo w -in co m e  
fa m ilie s  b eca u se  th o se  c h ild re n  
la c k  reso u rces.

“A  lo t  o f  c h ild re n  in  h ig h er 
e c o n o m ic  e n v iro n m e n ts  h a v e  
som e re so u rce s  lo w er in c o m e  
c h ild re n  d o n ’t , ” H a rt said . “I 
guess i t ’s a co m p a ssio n  th in g .” 

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  A m e ric a n  
O b e s i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n ’s W e b  
s ite , p erso n s o f  low  s o c io e c o 
n o m ic  s ta tu s  w ith in  m in o r ity  
p o p u la t io n s  a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  
a f fe c te d  by  w e ig h t p ro b le m s  
and  obesity .

D e b ra  R e e d , a p ro fesso r o f  
n u tr it io n , said  m any in e x p e n 
sive a c tiv itie s  e x is t  to  h elp  c h il-  
"dren stay p h y sica lly  a c tiv e .

“T h e r e ’s a lo t  o f  lo w -c o s t  
th in g s  p a re n ts  c a n  d o ,” R e e d  
said. “Buy a 9 9  c e n t  b e a c h  b a ll 
an d  p lay  a g a m e. T h a t ’l l  g e t 
t h e i r  h e a r t  ra te  g o in g  p re tty  
g o o d .”

OBESITY continued on page 6

Tech announces 
4th VP candidate

By JON VANDERLAAN
N ews Editor

T exas T e ch  a d m in istra to rs  
added a fourth candidate in the 
search for T ech ’s new vice presi
dent for research , a university 
official said Wednesday.

Randy K. A vent, the associ
ate c h ie f technology officer of 
th e  M assachusetts In stitu te  o f 
Technology, will be visiting Tech’s 
campus Monday and Tuesday, said 
Sally Post, a Tech spokeswoman.

Bob Stafford, member o f the 
Tech Board of Regents and chair
m an o f th e  search , said T ech  
President Guy Bailey asked the 
search com m ittee to include a 
fourth candidate to ensure a more 
com plete search.

“It’s just a m atter o f making 
sure we don’t leave any stones 
unturned,” he said.

W h ile  th e  m ove is n o t in 
tended to be a reflection o f the 
other three candidates, Stafford 
said, Bailey requested the fourth 
candidate because A vent has a 
good research background.

“W e had a really deep pool (of 
cand id ates),” he said. “A ll the 
eight we interviewed were very 
talen ted.”

T h e  search  co m m ittee  was 
charged with bringing betw een 
th re e  and fiv e  ca n d id a te s  to 
Bailey after interview ing eight.

Stafford said, and Bailey’s request 
for an extra candidate does not 
reflect any bias from the president 
toward a certain  candidate.

Bailey was n o t im m ediately 
available for com m ent.

A ven t has a great research  
background, Stafford said, w hich 
includes classified  research  as 
well as biology and pharmaceu
ticals.

A ccording to A vent’s resume, 
w hich was acquired by The Daily 
Toreador, he also collab orated  
w ith the M IT  W ashington O f
fice  on a n a tio n a l defense re 
search and development policy to 
stimulate national investments in 
science, technology, engineering 
and m athem atics.

A n  open forum  ten ta tiv e ly  
scheduled for 4 p.m. Monday in 
th e Escondido T h e a tre  o f the 
Student U nion  Building will a l
low A vent to speak with faculty, 
staff and students. Post said.

A vent jo ins C olin  Scanes of 
th e  U n iv ers ity  o f W isco n s in - 
Milwaukee, Taylor Eighmy of the 
U n iversity  o f New H am pshire 
and Thomas Farris of Purdue U n i
versity as a candidate for the new 
vice president for research.

T h e  previous vice president 
for research . D ean S m ith , a n 
nounced his resignation from the 
position July 22. 

i.vanderlaan@ttu.edu

Prop 8 stickers under investigation
By JON VANDERLAAN

News Editor

After posters and stickers decry
ing Proposition 8, a law in California 
banning gay marriage, were posted in 
several buildings on campus, Texas 
Tech officials will investigate whether 
a professor’s comments may have 
motivated the smdent.

Dirk Fowler, associate professor 
in communication design, said one 
of his students created the stickers 
and posters as part of a self-designed 
class project. Fowler did not assign 
the topic matter or the way it was 
conveyed but was supervising the 
design of the project.

Fowler said he does not support 
the vandalism of property, but sug
gested the idea in a discussion that 
he said was misinterpreted by the 
smdent.

“I said probably something to the 
effect of, ‘Wouldn’t it be great if this 
was everywhere? C n the president’s 
car, on the chancellor’s car,”’ he said. 
“It was meant to be a suggestion 
of ... when you have a strong idea 
about something, how to let the 
important people know that you 
care about it.”

Ebors, windows, restrcxams and 
Coke machines were vandalized with 
the stickers Monday night in the 
Administration building, the Smdent 
Media building and West Hall, along 
with other areas around campus. The 
incidents are under investigation by 
the Tech Police Department and 
campus officials.

Stickers included the words 
“Prop 8 Kills,” while posters featured 
illustrations of two people of the

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/Tfic 
Daily Toreador

A  S T IC K E R  R E A D IN G , “Prop 
8 kills,” was placed on the Texas 
Tech chancellor’s reserved parking 
sign in the Student Union Building 
parking lot.

same sex being hung from the top of 
the poster with similar'wording from 
the sticker.

Fowler said if he was aware the 
smdent was going to vandalize property, 
he would have been more clear and 
talked about the appropriate channels 
to convey a message.

“I in no way encouraged any illegal 
activity,” he said.

Rob Stewart, interim senior vice 
provost, said he was not aware of a 
Tech professor’s involvement in the 
incident, but that he would look into 
the matter.

Lt. David Parker, an officer with 
the Tech Police Department, said they

would prefer to wait for the smdent to 
mm himself or herself in to authorities 
before they begin “knocking on doors” 
trying to find the smdent.

However, he said he will not know if 
the smdent has turned himself or herself 
in until this morning, when daily reports 
are submitted.

If the professor is deemed to have a 
role in the actions of the smdent, Parker 
said, the case will be referred to Student 
Judicial Programs and the Office of the 
Provost.

Todd DeVriese, director of the art de
partment, said regardless of the content 
in the posters and stickers, the depart
ment does not condone the posting of 
material without proper permission, and 
he believes Fowler’s comments were not 
meant to be taken literally.

“If he did say that, I believe he said 
that in a rhetorical way,” he said, “not 
intending it to be a call to action.”

The smdent may have had a slight 
lapse in judgement when trying to find 
out how to get across his or her message, 
DeVriese said.

The director has not spoken with the 
smdent, he said, and is not completely 
filled in on the simation. However, he 
said he would hope to act in a coopera
tive and coordinated fashion in deter
mining possible punishments for either 
the smdent, the professor or both.

Susan Peterson, director of Smdent 
Media, said she first saw the stickers 
Tuesday morning and counted 30 
stickers posted inside the two-story 
building.

Most of the buildings on campus 
have open forums such as bulletin board 
where smdents can constmctively con
vey their message, she said. 
> ^ jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu
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Candidates debate for SGA executive positions
ByCYNTHiA RODRÍGUEZ

St a f f  Wsiteh

Candidates tor the Student Gov
ernm ent A sso ciation ’s executive 
branch debated topics of impor
tan ce  for the 2 0 0 9 -2 0 1 0  school 
year W ednesday evening in the 
Escondido Theatre in the Student 
Union Building.

Candidates for president, Suzanne 
Williams and Kyle Growl, discussed 
how they would lead the student 
body if elected into office. Growl, a 
political science major, said he would 
help the student body by fighting for 
what is important to them.

“My approach will be different; I 
am a fighter,” Growl said. “1 will go 
to administration and fight for the 
students.”

Williams, an advertising major, 
said she would listen to  the ideas 
of the student body and execute 
them. '

“Everyone has something unique 
to bring to the ta b le ,” W illiam s 
said, “we should set our personal 
things aside and really work for the 
students.”

C andidates for extern a l vice 
president discussed the importance 
of the apartments’ off-campus bus

service.
Trey Horkey, an energy commerce 

major, said he would ask apartment 
complexes to help subsidize costs to 
lower fees for Tech students and re
address the Safe Ride program.

“I ’ll make sure to m eet w ith 
apartm ents to see if  they c a n ’t 
subsidize and help us out,” Horkey 
said. “And (the Safe Ride program) 
needs increased accessib ility  for 
students.”

Dee Jay W ilde, an agriculture 
and applied accounting major, said 
if elected he would get Tech students 
involved with Lubbock City Council 
and utilize the many avenues open to 
an external vice president.

“1 would create a committee to 
work directly with city council and 
have students voice their opinion so 
that no issues that come up in LCC 
can turn to be negative issues for a 
Texas Tech student,” Wilde said.

The candidates for internal vice 
president stressed the importance of 
senators following through with their 
pieces of legislation.

Sarah Saunders, a political sci
ence and global affairs dual major, 
said follow-up is important when 
passing legislation.

“O ne o f the biggest things is

follow-up. G etting that respect to 
hold them accountable is impera
tive,” Saunders said.

Amelia Martin, a history major, 
wants to increase involvement of 
freshmen on campus.

“it is the biggest class, and the 
least represented. N ot only do we 
want to get them here, we want to 
get that retention rate and tier-one 
status,” Martin said.

Paige Smith, a restaurant, hotel 
and institutional management major, 
said her role in SG A  is critical as a 
voice of the students.

“SG A  is an organization so vital 
because it is the voice of the students 
and that is most im portant, not 
what’s on our agendas,” Smith said.

Graduate students running for 
graduate vice president, Jenn ifer 
Stout, Jacie Hood and Rahul Kanun- 
goe, addressed the issues of health 
insurance for international students, 
representation from the graduate 
student body on campus and travel 
funding for research presentations.

Kanungoe said he would research 
how other campuses in Texas are 
responding to international students’ 
health care and have Tech imple
ment the best model.

S to u t, a five-year senator in

PHOTO BY RUBEN CASTlLLO/'I'he DaUy Toreador 

JU N IO R  D EE JAY Wilde an agriculture, accounting, and applied economics major from Wall debates against 
his running mate junior Trey Horkey, an energy' commerce major from Lubbock, for the position of external 
vice-president at the SGA debate Wednesday in the Escondido Theatre,

T ech ’s S G A , said she would use 
funds from the new graduate student 
scholarship to help fund research 
travel. Hood said she would help

students utilize all resources avail
able to them by engaging in new 
social media outlets.

Elections for candidates will take

place online on March 3 and 4. SG A  
candidates w'ill be notified of the new 
officers on the evening of March 4. 
> ^ cyndie.rodriguez@ttu.edu

Tech Student National Medical Association to 
conduct minority study, address experiences

By KENDYL SEBESTA
S t a f f  W hitfb

The Texas Tech Schcxal of Medicine 
and the Student National Medical 
Association are conducting a diversity- 
related study February 23 through April 
1 to better understand and address 
minority-student experiences at the 
Tech Healdi Sciences Center.

Fahmi Farah, president of the Tech 
SNMA, said the study is the first of its 
kind at the Health Sciences Center 
and W'ill include several focus groups 
aimed at discussing the experiences of 
hi-st-year, second-year and third-year 
medical students and faculty in the 
classroom, interview and clinic envi
ronment.

“It’s important to understand that 
when we say minority, we are not just 
talking about ethnicity',“ Farah said. 
“W e are defining it in terms of ethnic
ity, religion, language and gender, and 
we are looking at both minority and 
majority view points to understand their 
situations and how to improve them.”

Dr. Steven Berk, dean of the Tech 
College of Medicine, is serving as a 
faculty adviser to the SN M A  w'hile 
leading the association’s efforts to study

and understand 
diversity.

“ T h e  
S N M A  is a 
very important 
group for any 
u n iv e r s it y ,”
Berk said. “It 
serves as a flag- FARAH
ship for issues
of diversity, and we are veiy excited 
to have excellent students in such a 
strong group.”

Berk said the SNM A and its di
versity-related study W'ill act to ensure 
smdents at the Health Sciences Center 
respect diversity.

“A big part of the reason w'hy w'e 
w'anted to do this is to teach students to 
learn from each other and to give them 
those opportunities,” he said.

Farah said the study will attempt 
to understand broad-based issue areas 
related to minority experiences at die 
Health Sciences Center and will work 
to change the environment for every' 
student if the study reveals problems in 
issue areas like religion.

“In our first focus group people said 
they felt they were being pushed to 
a certain religion in the classrooms,”

she said. “Tliey 
said they felt as 
though there 
were too many 
referen ces to 
religion in the 
academ ic set
t in g , and it 
wasn’t that they 
w'ere against the
religion itself, it was just that it seemed 
unrelated to what they were leamiiig.”

Reyes Cuevas, secretary of the Tech 
SNMA, said it is important for Tech 
medical students and faculty to realize 
the Health Sciences Center acts as 
a large commuter school, creating a 
variety of instances where students and 
faculty may not share the same views.

“It’s important to realize that some 
medical students aren’t necessarily go
ing to have the same %'iew's,” Cuevas 
said, “and because of that they might 
feel like the religion is being thrown at 
them unexpectedly.”

Farah said religion and gender is
sues regarding faculty lectures and the 
classroom could be addressed drrough 
the study by increasing aw'areness and 
altering faculty behavior that may have 
been done unintentionally.

“Gender was also brought up be
cause some of the girls in the group 
felt it w'as an issue in clinics,” she said.

“They felt mentors paid more attention 
to the boys, and perceived tlaem to be 
more capable of performing certain 
tasks. There was a sense of that idea 
being there.”

Farah said increasing the religious 
and gender diversity of Tech medical 
smdents and faculty not only will create 
doctors who can better serve diverse 
communities and cultures, but doctors 
who also can help prevent serious dis
eases in those patients in the long run.

Cuevas said it is also important to 
have a variety of medical smdents and 
faculty at the Health Sciences Center 
in order to avoid stereotyping and to 
promote the understanding of each 
group and culture.

“Increased faculty diversity and 
increased diversity of the student 
body is one of the study’s major goals. 
The focus is on emphasizing cultural 
competency in doctors so that they 
may better understand and relate to 
patients,” he said.

Berk said the SNM A will compile 
a full and detailed report of the smdy’s 
findings which will be open to review'. 
The study also will include input from 
the Lubbock community and most 
likely will involve ongoing issues be
yond the tentative study conclusion 
date of April 1.
^  f.sebesta@ttu.edu
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Tequila Tuesday
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Wasted Wednesday
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Thirsty Thursday
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SEXY Saturday
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Palestinians seek $2 .8B  
for rebuilding Gaza Strip

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
—  Tlie rival Palestinian govern
ments —  U.S.-backed moderates 
in the West Bank and the Islamic 
militants of Hamas in Gaza —  pre
sented competing plans Wednes
day for rebuilding war-ravaged 
Gaza, each seeking roughly $2.8 
billion in foreign aid.

The moderates, led by Palestin
ian President Mahmoud Abbas, 
believe they can raise the full 
amount at an international donors 
conference for Gaza next week in 
Egypt. T he U .S . is expected to 
contribute about $900  m illion, 
and Saudi Arabia has promised 
$1 billion.

How'ever, Gaza would need 
open borders and an internation
ally accep ted  governm ent for 
reconstruction to move forward 
smoothly. A t the moment, it has 
neither.

Hamas is widely shunned as a • 
terrorist group, and Israel and Egypt 
have kept Gaza cut off from the 
world since the militants violently 
seized the territory in June 2007, 
leaving Abbas only in control of 
the West Bank.

In one scenario, Hamas and 
Abbas would reconcile, form a 
joint government and bring about 
an end to the Gaza blockade.

Representatives of Hamas and Abbas’ 
Fatah movement set a new round of 
reconciliation talks this week, but 
chances are seen as slim because of 
deep distrust between them.

In the absence of a unity' deal, the 
rival governments have moved ahead 
with separate plans for rebuilding 
Gaza after Israel’s three-week military' 
offensive, waged to halt Hamas rocket 
fire on Israeli border towns. The fight
ing killed some 1,300 Palestinians 
and damaged or destroyed thousands 
of homes.

In the W est Bank, Palestinian 
Prime M inister Salam Fayyad said 
Wednesday that he would ask donor 
countries for $2.8 billion for Gaza, cit
ing detailed damage assessments. He 
said he will present a reconstruction 
plan to representatives of 80 donor 
countries Monday in Egypt.

“From positive talks with the 
donors, I expect the donations to 
exceed the required figures,” he said, 
but declined to give details of specific 
items.

Even without the reconciliation 
of Hamas and Fatah, pledges could 
be made and put in escrow until 
the details of reconstruction are set. 
Fayyad also has proposed sending a lot 
of construction money directly to the 
bank accounts of owners of destroyed 
homes and other Gaza beneficiaries.

Some forces to remain after Irar¡ pullout
W A S H IN G T O N  (A P ) —  

Som e o f the U .S . forces likely 
to remain in Iraq after President 
Barack Obama fulfills his pledge 
to withdraw combat troops would 
still have a combat role fighting 
suspected terrorists, the Pentagon 
said Wednesday.

Obama plans to announce his 
withdrawal strategy as early as 
Friday. He will travel that day to 
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, 
the W h ite  H ouse announced  
Wednesday.

W hile there, Obama is expect
ed to outline a compromise with
drawal plan that leaves behind as 
many as 50,000 troops for cleanup 
and protection operations.

“T h e  president will thank the 
Marines and their families for their 
incredible sacrifice, and will outline 
his plan for a way forw'ard in Iraq,” 
said a senior administration official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity 
because the plan has not been an
nounced.

Although most of the fighting 
forces would be withdrawn in the 
next 18 months, some troops could 
remain in Iraq for years to come. A n 
agreement forged by the Bush admin
istration with Iraqi officials requires 
removal of all U .S. forces by 2012.

Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
has said that a holdover, or “residual,” 
force would number in the tens of 
thousands.
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Recreational center adjusting 
to higher amount of students

By ERIC BOYD
CONTRiBUTiNG WrUER

T h e Robert H. Ewalt Student 
R e cre a tio n  C e n te r served more 
than 980,000 people last fiscal year 
and is on pace to serve many more 
this year.

Pee W ee Roberson, associate 
director of facilities at the center, 
said the recreation center is on track 
to serve more than 1 million people 
this year. He said one of the problems 
with a higher amount of people in 
the recreation center is keeping the 
152 exercise machines in working 
condition.

“W hen we’re open 18 hours a day 
some of those machines won’t run 16 
hours straight,” he said. “If you run< 
your car 16 hours a day straight, it’s 
going to break down.”

However, the recreation center 
will continue to maintain the ma
chines and keep up with the students 
needs. Roberson said an important 
part for the recreation center is to 
ensure it is an enjoyable, safe and 
clean  environm ent when people 
access it.

“1 have a strong belief in making 
sure that the rec is very safe and en
joyable when someone walks in this 
facility,” he said.

Joe M acLean, director o f rec
reational sports at the center, said 
when a machine is no longer used, 
the staff takes it off the line but saves 
the reusable parts. He said the recre
ation center has had to hire another

employee to help with the equipment 
to cope with the increasing work out 
crowds.

“It’s a difficult chore,” he said. 
“Over the last six years, we’ve gone 
from one to two maintenance peo

ple.” _
For the last four years the recre

ation center has had money left over 
in the budget, which is used to pur
chase new equipment. MacLean said 
each year is more difficult because less 
money is available.

He said the recreation center fee 
committee asked for a $5 fee increase 
next year, but he does not think it 
will be passed.

M any people do not w ant to 
raise th e  fee  un less ab so lu te ly  
necessary , M a cL e a n  said . T h e  
lim ited  am ount o f m oney could 
mean some extra trouble with ag
ing equipment.

“So that would create some prob
lems for us the next couple of years,” 
he said, “because we wouldn’t have 
any extra money to buy new equip
ment. W e’ll really have to know how 
to fix them and keep them running 
longer.”

If the Tech student population 
increased to 32,000, the recreation 
center probably would be too small 
a facility for that amount of people, 
Roberson said. It would get busy and 
people would have to wait to use 
equipment.

“If we ever get to that 32 , 33 
thousand,” he said, “the rec will be 
overwhelmed.”

A llison  G arlitz, ju nior public 
relations major from Tyler, said she 
likes the recreation center because 
it is well-maintained and has easy 
access, along with a minimum stu
dent fee. She said it is organized well 
and does a good job of offering a 
variety of equipment and classes for 
everyone who likes to workout in 
different ways.

T h e  biggest problem  she has 
with the recreation center is how 
crowded it gets in  the evenings, 
Garlitz said. She often goes inside 
to find no cardio machines avail
able.

“Most of the time I go out of my 
way to go to the rec when I think 
there will be less people there,” she 
said. “I wish I didn’t have to worry 
about that so much.”

Roberson said there is talk about 
an expansion, or a satellite recreation 
center with a few basketball and 
racquetball courts and a workout 
center.

-A satellite facility would be lo
cated on campus, he said, but might 
offer different hours than the facility 
currently in use.

“W e want to make sure when you 
walk in and you want to work out in 
the weight room, or you go get on a 
cardio machine, or play intramural 
basketball, or go to aerobics class 
that you have everything you need, 
everything’s clean everything’s ready 
for you,” Roberson said. “T h at’s our 
goal.”
> ^ eric.boyd@ttu.edu

Obama seeks $ 6 3 4 B  over 
10 years for US health care

Intel chief: Gitmo jail hurts more than it heips
W A SH IN G TO N  (A P) —  The 

detention center at the U .S . naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has 
to be closed because of the damage 
it has done to Am erica’s reputation 
and to its ability to achieve foreign 
policy goals, the top U .S . in telli
gence officer told a House panel on 
Wednesday.

“Countries won’t deal with us. 
Our popularity’s down. W e don’t 
have blue chips to trade,” N ational 
Intelligence Director Dennis Blair 
told the House Intelligence Com 
mittee.

In one of his first acts in office. 
President Barack Obama signed an 
executive order to close the jail next 
year. The order also convened a task 
force to determine what to do with 
the roughly 250 suspected terrorists

held there now and prisoners taken 
in the future.

T he island ja il, created by the 
Bush administration in 2002, has 
been criticized worldwide for allega
tions of abuse of prisoners and the 
confused legal status they have.

Nearly 800 prisoners have been 
imprisoned at Guantanamo; only a 
handful have been charged. Many 
have been released to their home 
countries or freed outright. More 
than a dozen Chinese Muslims have 
been ordered freed, but they have 
not been returned to their homes 
for fear they will be jailed and tor
tured there.

B la ir also said th at a l-Q aid a 
is still hoping to pull off another 
spectacular attack on the U nited  
States that kills many people. U .S .

intelligence believes there are al- 
Qaida sympathizers in the country, 
he said.

T he most dangerous threat to the 
U nited States is weapons of mass 
destruction falling into the hands 
of terrorists, he said.

“It is people who are not deter- 
rable getting hold of weapons that 
could cause a lot of deaths,” Blair 
said.

O ne of the world’s most notori
ous nuclear technology proliferators, 
Pakistani scientist A .Q . Khan, was 
recently released from house arrest 
in Pakistan. Blair said that despite 
his release K han rem ains under 
government restrictions that would 
prevent him from further prolifera
tion. He did not specify what those 
restrictions are.

Sierra Leone rebel leaders guilty of war crimes
FREETOW N, Sierra Leone (AP) 

—  The rebels were known for asking 
their victims if they preferred “long 
sleeves” or “short sleeves.” They then 
cut off the hands of those who chose 
the first option and the full arm of 
those that picked the second.

O n Wednesday, an international 
court modeled after the Nuremberg 
tribunal convicted  three top S i
erra Leone rebel leaders of crimes 
against hum anity —  the closest 
thing to justice in this W est African 
nation of amputees, orphans and 
widows.

R e v o lu tio n ary  U n ited  Fron t 
leader Issa Sesay and one o f his 
battlefield commanders Morris Kal- 
lon were found guilty on 16 of 18 
counts, including m utilation, ter
rorism, rape, forced marriage, sexual 
slavery and the enlistment of child 
soldiers. A nother commander, Au
gustine Gbao, was found guilty on 
14 of the 18 counts.

A ll three had pleaded not guilty 
and shook their heads as the verdict 
was read.

About a half-million people were 
victims of killings, systematic mu
tilation and other atrocities during 
Sierra Leone’ 11 -year civil war, which 
ended in 2002. Illicit diamond sales 
fueled the conflict, dramatized by the 
2006 film “Blood Diamond,” starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio.

Rebels controlled the diamond 
fields and used the sale of the gem to 
buy guns. The rebels were allegedly 
trained and backed by Charles Taylor, 
the warlord of neighboring Liberia.

For over a decade, the rebels 
roamed Sierra Leone’s jungles, raid
ing villages, vying for control of the 
nation’s diamond fields.

Amputations became their hall
mark and field commanders were 
known by names like “Captain Two 
Hands” and “Dr. Blood.” They used 
machetes, axes and knives and sat 
three astride th eir victim s,-w ho 
were forced to place their hands on

concrete slabs or tree trunks. New 
conscripts —  especially children 
—  were given bags and told not to 
return until they had filled them with 
severed limbs.

Sesay, Kallon and Gbao are the 
last three rebel leaders to be con
victed. The court was set up in 2003 
after the end of the 11-year war that 
began in 1992. Five other master
minds of the conflict have already 
been convicted.

“T h e  greatest sig n ificance of 
this is that it recognizes that the 
people of Sierra Leone were victims 
of these horrendous crimes and it 
holds individuals accountable,” said 
the Special Court’s chief prosecutor

Step hen  Rapp. “Beyond th at we 
are also sending a message to this 
country, across the region and across 
the world that these crimes will not 
be tolerated.”

WASHINGTON (A P)— Presi
dent Barack Obama is asking Con
gress to raise taxes on the wealthy 
and cut Medicare costs to provide 
health care for the uninsured while 
making the just-enacted $400 tax 
cut for most workers permanent.

In his first budget blueprint, 
Obama proposes setting aside $634 
billion over the next decade to ex
pand government subsidized health 
coverage —  a little more than half 
the money needed to ensure that 
every American gets medical care.

Obama is also expected to ask 
Congress for an additional $75 
billion to cover the costs of wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan through 
September.

The disclosures came from three 
administration officials, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
the budget won’t be made public 
until Thursday.

Obama’s budget proposal would 
effectively raise income taxes and 
curb tax deductions on couples 
making more than $250,000 a year, 
beginning in 2011. By not extending 
former President George W. Bush’s 
tax cuts for such wealthier filers.

Obama would allow the marginal rate 
on household incomes above $250,000 
to rise from 35 percent to 39.6 percent, 
said an administration official.

The plan also contains a conten
tious proposal to raise hundreds of 
billions of dollars by auctioning off 
permits to exceed carbon emissions 
caps Obama wants to impose on users 
of fossil fuels to address global warming. 
Some of the revenues from the pollu
tion permits would be used to extend 
the “Making W ork Pay” tax credit 
of $400 for individuals and $800 for 
couples beyond 2010 as provided in the 
just-passed economic stimulus bill.

About half of what officials char
acterized as a $634  b illion “down 
payment” toward health care cover
age for every American would come 
from cuts in Medicare. That is sure to 
incite battles with doctors, hospitals, 
health insurance companies and drug 
manufacturers.

Some of the M edicare savings 
would come from scaling back pay
ments to private insurance plans 
that serve older Americans, which 
many analysts believe to be inflated. 
O ther proposals include charging 
upper-income beneficiaries a higher

premium for Medicare’s prescription 
drug coverage.

To raise the other half, Obama 
wants to reduce the rate by which 
wealthier people can cut their taxes 
through deductions for mortgage in
terest, charitable contributions, local 
taxes and other expenses to 28 cents 
on the dollar, rather than the 35 cents 
they can claim now. Even more money 
would be raised if the top rate reverts to 
39.6 percent as Obama wants.

That proposal is deeply contro
versial, particularly with colleges and 
nonprofit institutions that depend on 
wealthy donors and with lawmakers 
representing high-tax states such as 
New York and New Jersey.

And Obama’s promise to phase out 
direct payments to farming operations 
with revenues above $500,0CX) a year 
is sure to cause concerns among rural 
Democrats.

Even after all those difficult choices 
—  cutting about $2 trillion from the 
budget over 10 years, administration 
officials say —  Obama’s budget still 
would leave the federal government 
heavily in the red, with deficits remain
ing above $500 billion over the second 
half of the decade.

Scores survive Turkish airliner crash
H A A R L E M M E R L IE D E , 

Netherlands (A P) —  A  Turkish 
Airlines jetliner plummeted out of 
the mist and plowed into a muddy 
field Wednesday near Amsterdam’s 
main airport, but nearly everyone 
on board —  125 people —  sur
vived. T he nine dead included 
both pilots.

The Boeing 737-800 was en route 
from Istanbul to Amsterdam carrying 
134 people when it suddenly lost 
speed and fell out of the sky about two 
miles short of the runway at Schiphol 
Airport, investigators said.

The jetliner broke into three 
pieces upon impact: the fuselage 
tore in two near the cockpit and 
the tail was ripped off. Despite the 
catastrophic impact, the wreckage 
did not bum and scores of people 
walked away.

Survivor Huseyin Sumer said he 
crawled to safety out of a crack in 
the fuselage.

‘W e were about to land, we could 
not understand what was happening, 
some passengers screamed in panic, 
but it happened so fast,” Sumer said 
on Turkish NTV, adding that the 
crash was over in 5 to 10 seconds.

Another survivor. Jihad Alari- 
achi, said there was no warning from 
the cockpit to brace for landing 
before the ground loomed up through 
the mist and drizzle.

“We braked really hard, but that’s 
normal in a landing. And then the 
nose went up. And then we bounced

... with the nose aloft,” she said, adding 
that she and her sister scrambled out an 
emergency exit.

More than 50 people were injured, 
about half of them seriously.

A uthorities said the toll could 
have been far higher if the plane had 
not gone down in mud, which less
ened the impact and helped avert a 
fire from breaking out in the ruptured 
fuel tanks and lines on the underside 
of the fuselage.

In addition, having reached its des
tination, the plane would have used up 
most of its fuel, lessening the chances of 
a fuel-driven fire. Authorities would not 
say whether the plane sent out a distress 
call before the crash.

“The fact that the plane landed on 
a soft surface and that there was no fire 
helped keep the number of fatalities 
low,” Turkish Transport Minister Binali 
Yildirim said, adding that it was “a mira
cle” there were not more casualties.

You’re nervous enough about asking 
her dad, the last thing you need to 

worry about is the quality o f the ring.
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Ready and 

willing 
companion

5 __d'Isere,
France

8 Cows and bulls
14 Stalemate
15 Actress/director 

Lupino
16 Overseas
17 Start of a quip
19 Hogs the mirror
20 Bedazzlement
21 Golfer Ernie
22 Also
23 Wacky
25 Republican 

symbol
29 Part 2 of quip
31 Cover crop
32 Depleted
35 Brown shades
36 Swab brand
37 Tippy vessel
38 10 of calendars
39 False 

appearance
40 Singer Vallee
41 Kin partner
42 Wrinkles
43 Tavern brew
44 Part 3 of quip 
46 Good fortune! 
48 Paradise
52 Tracy's 

Trueheart
53 As easy a s __
54 C ap e__, MA
55 Neville and 

Burr
58 End of quip
60 One with fair 

hair
61 Winner's letter
62 Selfsame
63 Senior
64 End hunger
65 M artial__

DOWN
Ike's opponent 
Ivy League 
school 
Bathes 
Wooly female 
Bluish purple 
Citrus drinks 
Vegas intro

8 Lacking a lid

By Ed Voile
Gillette, WY

9 Exceedingly 
sudden

10 Actress Van 
Devere

11 Jones or 
Sawyer

12 Track circuit
13 Newspaper 

honchos
18 Mean explicitly
22 Bases of 

columns
24 Bedevil
25 Demanded with 

force
26 Sean of "The 

Lord of the 
Rings"

27 Racket
28 Uses a 

keyboard
30 Stars in 

Bordeaux
32 Scrawny 

individual
33 S a o __, Brazil
34 Brought to a 

close
36 Capital of 

Ecuador

2/26/09

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

39 Computer snag 
41 Israel's 

parliament
44 Overturns
45 Group in a 

group
47 Rock’
49 Trimmer
50 Nonreacting

51 Gibb and 
Warhol

53 On the Aegean
55 Bart's grandpa
56 To a man
57 Actor Steiger
5 8  __________ had it!
59 Gardner of "On 

the Beach"

Ombuds Office
A safe p la ce  for students & staff 
to bring concerns

W h at is an  O m buds?
daoMHinced OM’BUIH):

One who hears concerns and helps to 
achieve equitable settlements.

ConMentiaf • independent • informal

238 Student Union Bldg 806*742^479!
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'Slumdog’; Feel good movie or poverty porn?
We lead mighty privi

leged lives in this big 
country of ours- W e 

eat at all-you-can-eat huifet restau
rants. We eat about 180 pounds of 
meat a year. We contemplate things 
like whether to shave everv' day and 
whether to buy the new iPhone. We 
hunt for sport and purchase gym 
memberships so that w ell look good 
in swimsuits.

Inequality persists and the reces
sion is rewinding retirement plans, 
but even poor Americans are rela
tively fortunate. W e have room to 
breathe and room to run around. 
We have labor laws and relatively 
uncorrupt police. We bathe in water 
fit to drink. Do you ever think of that? 
Because even those .Americans with 
their heads firmly in the sand have at 
least heard, generally, of folks much 
worse off than us. “You better finish 
your meatloaf, boy. There’s star\'ing 
children in Africa!”

Yes, even the most doltish and 
uncaring rubes among us have at 
least heard secondhand the stories 
—  stories o f those unfortunate, 
forever-foreign masses bom  in places 
we couldn’t point out on a map but 
that we imagine to be hot, sticky and 
toxic with garbage.

W e are occasionally reminded 
of them, the hungry and unwashed, 
the grossly unjust amount of humans 
who have no room to breathe, who 
have no room to run, and who, rather

Eric 
Braden

than bathe in water fit to drink, drink 
water unfit to bathe in.

W ith this situation in mind, I 
went with a friend Monday to see 
“Slumdog Millionaire.” The film fea
tures a British director (Danny Boyle, 
“Trainspotting”) and mostly Indian 
actors. The night before I went to see 
it, the film received eight Academy 
Awards, including Oscars for Best 
Picture and Best Director.

In the film, a boy from the airport 
slums of Mumbai named Jamal lucks 
into a spot on the Indian version of 
“W ho Wants to Be a Millionaire,” 
otherwise known as “Kaun Banega 
Crorepati.”

In flashbacks featuring children 
running through glistening garbage 
and selling knickknacks over MIA’s 
“Paper Planes” (really?), many run- 
ins with cartoonish gangsters, one 
disloyal brother and one beautiful 
damsel, we (and a police interrogator, 
who, in an unnecessary side plot that 
withers away, tortures Jamal because 
he’s a suspected cheater) learn ex
actly how the boy came to know all 
the answers.

I don’t think it’s a spoiler to tell

you that he gets the girl and the 
money.

1 -generally prefer to celebrate 
things I like rather than tear down 
things I dislike. And I would hesitate 
to diss this movie if it hadn’t received 
so much frothing acclaim. But when 
you call something the movie of the 
year, it better be great.

“N o C ountry For O ld M en ,” 
which won the Best Picture Oscar 
last year, was a great film. “M ilk” 
and “The Wrestler,” fellow nominees 
for Best Picture, were great films. 
“Slumdog” is not a great film. If it 
had been made in America, it likely 
would have been called “Joe Dirt 
2: M illionaire Edition ,” and Rob 
Schneider would have been involved 
somehow.

I d on’t mean to say the film  
lacks merit. “Slumdog” is inherently 
suspenseful (partly because “M illion
aire,” the game show, is suspenseful) 
and the footage onscreen is attrac
tive, if a little hectic. The music is 
also pretty good. (A R  Rahman and 
Gulzar’s “Jai Ho” won the Oscar for 
Best Original Song.) But I didn’t 
like it.

“Slumdog” is a film about poor 
people, but it’s not a film about pov
erty. Rather, it is a film about destiny. 
(Phrases like “it is written” and “it is 
our destiny” are uttered often.) So, 
we get to feel good about one poor 
boy winning out, while not feeling 
particularly bad about those m il

lions who don’t, because —  here’s 
where you shrug your shoulders —  it’s 
“destiny.”

But in the real world, forces much 
less mystical are at work. For a recent 
piece in T h e  New Yorker called 
“O pening N ight,” K atherine Boo 
went to the slums where “Slumdog” 
takes place. She spent 14 months 
doing research in Gautam Nagar, a 
slum owned by the Airports Author
ity of India.

in  the piece, sjbe explains how 
many of the people there who were 
selling garbage to recyclers have 
resorted to stealing from construc
tion sites (a dangerous living, due 
to sickle-wielding security guards) 
because the American recession has 
pulled down the cost of empty water 
bottles.

She establishes a clear contrast

Photo courtesy of Fox Searchlight

betu'een those living in the slums and 
the high society ladies preparing for 
the Indian, premiere of “Slumdog Mil
lionaire.” She writes of electric fences 
and walls topped with jagged glass to 
keep out the poor (a phenomenon I 
also saw in Lima, Peru, a city of more 
than 8 million people, when I was 
there last summer).

She notes the real wonder is not 
why such inequality persists, but why 
the poor (who far outnumber the 
rich) don’t just riot. Perhaps just as 
we Americans often don’t realize how 
wealthy we are, the poor in Mumbai 
don’t fully realize the extent of their 
poverty.

“The fences,” Boo writes, “insured 
against a time when a scavenger in 
Gautam Nagar might learn that a shot 
of rare Scotch consumed in 10 minutes 
at the Sheraton’s ITC  Maratha cost

exactly as much as he earned in 700 
14-hour days picking up aluminum cans 
and used tampon applications, and find 
that information too much to bear.” 

Jamal’s advenmre is a twist on the 
old Horatio Alger stories. “Rags to 
riches” is the term we use when describ
ing that classic archetype, the self-moti- 
vated poor person who wills himself to 
his wealthy destiny. These stories let us 
celebrate the (fictitious) rise of one poor 
person, who, in our minds, represents 
all poor people. “If you can dream it, 
you can achieve it!”

But that’s a lie. It is a parlous dream 
to believe poor people are poor not 
because modem civilization has failed 
them, but because of something less 
concrete, like destiny or character. It 
gives us the gift of not feeling guilty 
when we pause to consider the nearly 1 
billion hungry people on Earth.

In  her New Yorker piece, Boo 
wTites the wealthy socialites at the 
“Slumdog” premiere ŵ ere similarly 
placated by the film: “They could 
relax, not just because the film about 
the slum boy had a happy ending, 
but because the boy’s suffering had 
been part of the solution.”

A nd hey, if you’re part of the 
so lu tion , you’re n o t part o f th e  
problem.

■ Braden is a senior natural 
history and humanities major 
from Katy. E-mail him at 
eric.braden@ttu.edu.

For a barometer of national 
mood, check out fmylife.com

STAFF EDITORIAL

Aspartofhistransitk^iscrategy, 
President Barack Obama 
introduced a Web feature 

meant to symbolize his commitment 
to expanding the national conversa
tion through the magic of Hope and 
Qiange. The feature, a component of the 
change.gov transition site called the “Citi
zen’s Briefing Book,” ultimately revealed 
drat the “expertise and insight” that a large 
component of his web audience wished to 
share with the mcomiitg President in this 
moment of crisis related to the need to 
legalize marijuana.

Perhaps Obama overestimated the 
^American public’s maturity. CH'er the past 
ŵ eek. I’ve spent many potentially produc
tive hours entranced by a Web site by the 
name “F*** My Life,” which may be found 
at ww’w.fmylife.com.

Browsing dirough the Web site, one 
gets the impression that finylife is much 
more emblematic of die national mood 
than wliatever’s on offer at change.gov. 
The contents provide a disheartening 
image of the American pŝ f’che as a men
tal landscape whose anxiety cannot be 
assuaged by visions of hope and change, 
but rather dwells upon the consequences 
of economic “stmctural adjustment.” 

Fmylife w'orks by presenting an array 
of reader-submitted faitx pas— each con
cluding with the acronym-exclamation 
“FML” —  and allowing readers to vote 
on who “deserved” it and whose life is 
really “f***ed.”

Tlae top anecdotes tend to follow a cer
tain pattern: a brief recount of one of life’s 
little disappointmenLs, followedby a twist 
of the baife that makes it just-diat-much 
worse. For instance, one classic submission 
reads, “Today, my girlfriend dumped me 
proclaiming she w'anted someone more

like her ‘Edward.’ I asked her who Edward 
was. She held up a copy of her ‘Twilight’ 
book. She was talking about a fictional 
vampire. FML.”

Unfortunately, few of the stories are 
so unambiguously amusing. A distressing 
number recount long periods of time in 
which the only person to contact the 
poster was his or her mother, clumsily- 
discovered affairs, and the experience 
of getting laid off —  often after having 
driven through a snow stonn to reach 
work on time. Widi consumer confidence 
plummeting after a month in which the 
United States lest nearly600,000 jols, this 
is a Web site for die recession.

Tire Web site’s essence, then, lies 
in evoking the mindset of adolescence. 
Sometimes this is literal— a primar\’ cause 
of angst on FML seems to be whether the 
writer’s “friends” are conspiring against 
him. More generally, though, adolescence 
tends to represent the stage in life in 
which one’s life is “f***ed” by social forces 
beyond one’s control, often represented by 
parents, teachers or peer pressure.

This feeling of adolescent helplessness 
is the analog for our current economic 
condition. As a teenager, one’s fundamen
tal capabilities seem undefined and one’s 
independence constantly under threat. 
As w'e look ahead nationally to a period 
of economic reorganization .America em
bodies the awkward mal-adjustment of 
die pimply ninth grader, but on a macro- 
economic level.

Reading about break-ups via text mes
sage and unfortunate ways to find out that 
your mom is daring again may just lx; the 
perfect complement to a material world 
in which no employment relationship is 
sate, and your company may be flirting 
with setting up shop in China.

The economist loseph Schumpeter 
described economic growth under capital
ism as a process of “creative destruction,”

under which, the old productive edifices 
are tom down in order to erect newer and 
more efficient modes of production. Few 
these days have the optimism to glimpse 
this creativity, however, within the cuneiit 
milieu. “Yyb are all Keynesians now’,” and 
die sy’stem Ls a heedless and uncontrollable 
beast, controlled by “animal spirits.” Logic 
and predictability have disappeared.

So why not find solace in diose little 
moments where failure comes in the form 
of a fictional vampire?

Obama’s speech asks Americans for change
STAFF EDITORIAL

In c ep en d in t  F lorida  
AiiiaATDP (U, Florida)

Tliile the path will not be 
\  \  /  easy, President Barack 
V V Obama outlined a clear- 

cut plan seeking to remedy the current 
ills affecting America.

In his pow’erftil State of the Nation 
speech to Congress, Obama stated early 
on that his policies will mark a clear 
separation from die past, as both the 
government and the citizens of the ■ 
United States must be more rtsponsible 
as they move forward.

In outlining his recovery plan.

Obama remarked that he does not believe 
in bigger government, but rather in acting 
boldly and wisely to ensure the long-term 
success of the country. He stood finnly 
behind his first major course of action 
in the passage of the stimulus package, 
adding diat the failure to act w’ould have 
cost coiuitless citizens jobs and prohibited 
95 percent of Americans from receiving 
a tax cut.

Additionally, he spoke of a tax credit 
for college students —  enabling millions 
to pay for four years of higher education 
without accumulating endless debt.

The key focus under Obama’s direc
tion to right the economy was directed 
to the everyday hardworking Americans.

Obama offered the nation a look at the 
harsh uphill battle that America will 
face, but with hope of a chance to once 
again thrive.

He said that there is no overnight 
quick fix but rather a series of long-term 
investments that will lead to new jobs 
and increased competition on the global 
market.

Obama went on to tout the impor
tance ofRecovery.gov— a Web site that 
shows Americans where stimulus money 
is being spent, allowing for a sense of 
transparency that rarely exists in the 
federal government. Making sure to hit 
on die credit crisis, Obama stated that 
it affects everyone, but that Americans 
can rest assured that their money and 
insurance are safe.

With energy, he emphasized a dedi
cation to finding a ftiel source that is 
not only clean and renewable but also 
profitable. Calling for legislation to focus 
attention on increased research in the 
field, Obama announced a commitment 
of $ 15 billion to double renewable energy 
sources.

Obama addressed the importance of 
health care by talking about how many- 
small businesses were forced to close 
and big corporations left no choice but 
to lay off workers due to rising costs of 
insurance.

The final major focus area of his speech 
dealt with education —  stating that a 
lack of knowledge is a prescription for 
economic decline. Under his direction, 
Obama wants to ensure that every’ child in 
America has access to the best education 
possible. In perhaps his most poignant 
remark of the evening, Obama spoke 
candidly to the many smdents across the 
country who dropped out of school.

“It’s not just quitting on youiself; you’re 
quitting on your country.”

A stoic, if not sobering, acaiunt of the 
realities of die state of America, Obama’s 
speech provided a semblance of hope for 
the masses desperately seeking any hint at 
economic upaun.
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Duo shares unconventional poetry with Tech audience
By HANNAH BOEN

S t a ff  W r it ih

Two nationally-recognized per- 
fonners visited Lubbock Tuesday night 
to share an unconventional poetr\' per
formance with Texas Tech students.

Alvin Lau and Dan Sullivan com
bined break dancing, beat boxing and 
slide-whistle lollipop playing in the 
show they performed in Allen Theater 
about a month into their poetry tour.

“It’s not black berets, long cigarettes 
and snapping,” Lau said of the perfor
mance, “w'e really integrate audience 
members into the performance.”

Lau and Sullivan are the poetry 
group Death From Below'. The group’s 
name comes from its opening piece 
about the hardships faced by people 
who are short. T he poets brought 
laughter to audience members by 
threatening to strike back at tall people 
with “uppercuts to the nuts.”

W ltile some of the pair’s poems 
made people laugh, some stories the

poets shared at the Tech Activities 
Board hosted event were personal 
and more serious, including Lau’s 
experiences with losing his hair to 
chemotherapy and being cheated on 
by his girlfriend.

Lau said he has gotten used to shar
ing pieces of his personal life on stage, 
and both poets agree sharing serious 
experiences is part of being an artist.

“We’re both believers in the fact 
that if it isn’t a risk, it isn’t art,” Sul
livan said.

Sullivan said he w'as inspired by 
poet and pla'y'wright Bertolt Brecht 
to in tegrate the crow'd in to  the 
show. B rech t believed in making 
everyone part of the show rather 
than separating the audience from 
the perfonners.

Audience member and freshman 
English major Chris Brooks was im
pressed with die performance, and he 
said he appreciated the opportunity to 
see modem poetry.

“In class we usually hear dead

people’s stuff,” said the Dckens native, 
“but newer poetry is so vibrant and full 
of passion.”

Brooks won a student poetry con
test last semester at a TA B After Hours 
event, and he said he finds a lot of 
inspiration through listening to the 
work of other poets.

“There’s just nothing like it,” he said 
about the live poetry performance.

Brooks said he wished a poet 
would perform at the university every 
week.

TAB nightlife committee member 
Ashley Richardson said the board tries 
to bring at least one poet each semester 
to the university.

Richardson, a junior management 
major from Fort Worth, said she was 
happy that students w'ere excited to see 
a new performer, and felt the event was 
not only fun but also educational.

“Students can learn confidence and 
public speaking skills from seeing a per- 
fonnance like this,” Richardson said.

hannah.boen@ttu.edu
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PO ETS D A N  SULLIV AN  and Alvin Lau from the poetry group Death From Below perform Tuesday in the 
Matador room located inside the Student Union Building.

Fair gives students advice for healthy lifestyles
By ERIC BOYD

CoNTRiEUTiMS Wmim

Feed Your Body and Soul Week 
continued at Texas Tech with the 
Feed Your Body Fair on Tuesday in 
the Student U nion building.

A long w ith free food and T- 
shirts, the fair provided students 
with an opportunity to learn a vari
ety of statistics and tips for becoming 
healthier.

Stephanie Rushing, the direc
tor o f the C en ter for Prevention 
and Resiliency at Tech , said she 
wanted to raise awareness and give 
inform ation about body image at 
the fair.

Rushing, who is also a certified 
eating disorder specialist and di
etitian, said those who helped put 
together the fair w'anted to show 
the difference betw een physical 
and em otional hunger and how 
media affects the way people see 
themselves.

“W ere encouraging others to 
stand up and speak out about media 
and how' it affects us as a society,”

Spears ‘scared’ 
of ex^manager

LOS .ANGELES (AP) —  Britney 
Spears’ hairdresser testified Wednesday 
that the pop superstar told her she 
was scared of her fomier manager and 
friend, Osama “Sam” Lutfr.

The testimony came as law7 ers for 
Spears’ father seek lengthy restraining 
orders against Spears’ ex-boyfriend 
Adnan Ghalib, attorney Jon Eardley 
and Lutfi. A  judge on Wednesday 
extended temporary' restraining orders 
against the men and plans to hear 
further testimony April 1.

Hairdresser Roberta Romero said 
Spears’ comments came after Lutfi 
repeatedly sent her text messages in late 
December. She said Lutfi was trying 
to get her to convey messages to the 
singer, including that he was making 
efforts to “free” her.

Romero, who has worked as Spears’ 
stylist for more than a year, said the 
singer told her to tell Lutfi to leave 
them alone. Romero and S^Xiars noti
fied the singer’s security staff about 
Lutfi’s text messages.

Romero said she only spoke to Lutfi 
once, weeks before Spears’ security 
became involved. She said he was not 
threatening over the phone, but that 
the singer told her to avoid her former 
friend.
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to it and then moved as your healthy.”
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JA M IE HOCKLEY, A  junior nutrition major from 
San Angelo, takes some sushi at the Feed Your Body 
Fair Wednesday in the Student Union Building.

she said.
Rushing said some students who 

attended looked into a distorted 
mirror with negative thoughts taped

on  to  an a ccu ra te  
mirror with healthy 
thoughts.

Many of the statis
tics taped to the mir
rors showed surprising 
facts, she said.

“For example, 80 
p ercent o f 10-year- 
olds want to be thin
n er,” Rushing said. 
“They th ink they’re 
fat.”

Jessica Kirk, a se
nior nutrition major 
from Corsicana; said 
she hopes students 
are aware body image 
should  be p o sitiv e  
and not negative.

T h e  m edia puts 
out a negative per
cep tion  about body 
image, she said, and it 

makes people believe they need to be 
“stick thin” to look normal.

“W e want to promote any body 
image is normal,’’ she said, “as long
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Laura Maddux, a graduate stu
dent from A rlin gto n , said super 
models are thinner than 98 percent 
of American women.

After attending the fair, Maddux 
said she learned a lot of valuable 
advice.

“G o to the gym, workout, eat 
right,” she said. “Do what you can, 
and be healthy and better.”

Erin  Snyder, counseling psy
chologist at Tech, said Feed Your 
Body and Soul W eek focuses on 
eating for health instead of eating 
for dieting.

Snyder said it is a way to show 
people the im portance o f eating 
good food and being healthy.

> ^ eric.boytl@ttu.edu

Woman in car crash with 
Freeman not his mistress

LOS ANGELF^ (AP) —  The 
woman w'ho was w ith M organ 
Freeman the night of a car crash 
that injured both of them insists 
she was never romantically linked 
to Freeman and is suing the actor 
for negligence.

Demaris Meyer and her lai^yer, 
Gloria Allred, held a news confer
ence Wednesday announcmg drat 
Meyer has filed a lawsuit against 
the 71-year-old Academy Award 
winner.

“I have been labeled as the other 
woman and have been accused of 
having caused the breakup of Mr. 
Freeman’s marriage,” Meyer said. 
“Nodiing could be further from the 
tmth. 1 had hoped and prayed that

Mr. Freeman or his representatives 
would have set die record straight and 
cleared my name, but they have not 
done so and that is why I have chosen 
to come forward to tell the truth about 
our relationship.”

In the days after the accident last 
August, Freeman’s law7 er. Bill Luckett, 
told media outlets that Freeman, and his 
wife of 24 years, M>Tna Colley-Lee, had 
been separated since December 2007 
and were getting a divorce. Several 
media outlets reported that the 48-year- 
old Meyer was Freeman’s mistress.

Meyer said Wednesday she met 
Freeman the night of the accident at 
a dinner party at the Bayou Bend Golf 
and Country Club diat she had been 
invited to by Luckett.
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Belly dancing class teaches 
women to shimmy, shake

I

ByCAYLOR BALLINGER
Staff W riter

B elly  dancing, like a rainbow  
o f  c a sca d in g  v e ils , c o n ta in s  a 
variety o f cultures from  A sia  to 
th e  M iddle East.

I t  is d e fin e d  as a sen su ous 
m ovem ent done m ostly w ith the 
abdom en and hips and iso lates 
d ifferent parts o f th e  body w ith 
each  m ovem ent.

A s p a rt o f  Feed  Y our B ody 
and So u l W eek at T exas T ech , 
th e  R o b e r t  H . E w a lt S tu d e n t 
R e c r e a t io n  C e n t e r  h o s te d  a 
belly d ancing class for students 
and faculty Tuesday n igh t at the 
recrea tio n  cen ter in  an  attem pt 
to build self-esteem .

D a n c e  in s tr u c to r  B ry a n n e  
V elard e, a firs t-tim e  in stru cto r 
at T ech , taught th e  belly  dancing 
class in  a room  full o f w om en o f 
all ages, shapes, sizes and levels 
o f exp erience.

B e lly  d a n c in g  g iv es p eo p le  
con fid en ce by m oving the body 

. in  d ifferen t ways, V elarde said, 
w hich is why it is part o f the Feed 
Your Body and Sou l W eek.

“B elly  dancing is an old tra 
d itio n  and is b eco m in g  a m ore 
and m ore popular form  as people 
recognize it ,” she said.

Velarde said she has been  a fan 
o f belly d ancing sin ce  she took 
a class a t E astern  N ew  M exico  
U niversity  eight years ago w hile 
she was on th e  dance team .

It is a rewarding and fun way 
to work out, she said.

Sophom ore art m ajor Brooke 
B a r to lo w its  said  sh e  and  h e r  
friend intended to attend  a cardio 
c ir c u it  w orkout and w ere sur
prised w hen they stum bled into  
th e belly dancing class.

T h e  F o rt W o rth  n a tiv e  said 
this was her first tim e to attend  
a belly d ancing class and she en-

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The Daily Toreador 

BRYA N N E V ELA R D E, A  senior psychology major from Rainsviile, 
N .M ., teaches the belly dancing class on Tuesday at the Robert H . Ewalt 
Student Ree Center.

at »
joyed the new exp erience.

“It  g ives c o n f id e n c e ,” B a r
tolow its said. “T h e  rhythm  makes 
the m ovem ent feel n a tu ra l.” 

F r e s h m a n  b u s in e s s  m a jo r  
M adison Seym ore said she also 
en joyed  the belly  d ancing class.

“I ’m n o t used to shaking my 
h ip s as m u ch ,” said  S e y m o re , 
who is from  L ubbock. “It teach es 
people to be more con fid en t, and 
if you’ve got it, shake it .”

K a te  B erry , ju n io r  re ta ilin g  
m ajor from  Lufkin , said she cam e 
to the belly dancing class because 
her room m ate got extra credit for

a class but was surprised to find 
she en joyed  it.

“I liked learning how  to shake 
my b u tt,” Berry said.

Now, she said, she is consider
ing signing up for the six-w eek 
class o ffered  at th e  re c re a tio n  
center.

V elard e  said  she w ill te a c h  
a s ix -w eek  b elly  d ancing  class, 
w hich  w ill cost $ 2 0 , at the re c 
reatio n  cen ter beginn ing  M arch  
1.

A s an  in s tru c to r , sh e sa id , 
it is rew arding to  see stu d en ts’ 
self-esteem  increase and change 
from  fear on th e first day to “free- 
styling all over th e  p la ce .” 

A ^cayior.bailinger@ttu.edu

PHOTO BY BETH MCELHANNON/The Daily Toreador 

M A X IN E  RA M O S, FA R  left, a sophomore Pre-D ental major from Arlington; Carolina Coronel, a ju
nior psychology major from Ecuador; and Sara Scher, a member of the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 
staff from Lubbock, look at the Wall of Truth displayed outside the Student Union Building Wednesday 
morning.

As college donating falls, schools think long-term

Obesity 4-J
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

R e e d , w h o is a lso  th e  c o 
d irec to r  o f  F .I.T . T e ch , a fitn ess  
program  a tT e ch , said o ne part o f 
th e  F .I.T . T e ch  program  is “T e ch  
Fu n  D ays,” an  a fte r-sch o o l p ro 
gram  th a t  sends T e c h  stud ents 
to  e lem en tary  sch o o ls  to  te a c h  
ab ou t h e a lth y  lifesty les  th rou gh  
n u tr it io n , sn ack s and  p h y sica l 
a c tiv ity  s ta tio n s .

M e a n e y  s a id  o v e r w e ig h t  
c h ild re n  h a v e  a m u ch  h ig h e r  
p o ssib ility  o f b e in g  ov erw eig h t 
adults, w h ich  is ca lle d  th e  ca r
ryover e ffe c t.

“I f  you are overw^eight as a 
c h ild ,” she said, “th e  lik e lih o o d  
o f  b e in g  o v erw eig h t as a n  adult 
is h u g e .”

Paige Jen n ey , a ju n io r  n u tr i
t io n  m a jo r , sa id  reg ard less  o f  
w eigh t, m a in ta in in g  a h e a lth y  
d iet and c o n sta n t p h y sica l a c 
tiv ity  is e sse n tia l to  a h e a lth y  
lifesty le .

“E v en  if  a ch ild  or p erson  is 
n o rm al or th in , th e y  ca n  s till 
be p h y sica lly  ou t o f  sh a p e ,” said 
th e  P la n o  n a t iv e . “S ta r t in g  a 
h e a lth y  life s ty le  w h e n  y o u ’re 
young m akes it easier to  m a in 
ta in  th ro u g h ou t l i fe .”

C h ild re n s ’ p o rtio n  sizes need

to  d ecrease , a long  w ith  a low er 
in ta k e  o f  h ig h  f r u c to s e  c o r n  
syrup and p rocessed  foods, J e n 
ney said.

M ean ey  said fam ily  tim e  and 
c o m b in in g  n u t r i t io u s  fo o d s , 
su ch  as fru its  and  v e g e ta b le s , 
in to  fun  snack s for ch ild re n  to  
e a t also help s low er u n h e a lth y  
ea tin g .

“O n e  o f  th e  th in g s  t h a t ’s 
b e e n  sh o w n  to  r e a l ly  lo w e r  
obesity  is fam ily  m eals,” M eaney 
sa id . “I f  you w an t k id s to  eat 
v egetab les, give them  celery  and 
p ean u t b u tte r .”

rachel.kuykendall@ttu.edu

(AP) — ^The legions of fundrais
ers colleges hired during the bcx)m 
yeisrs have a new mission for these 
tough economic times: Go easy on 
the hard sell. Talk about financial 
aid, not .shiny new buildiitgs. If 
prospects can’t give now, lay the 
groundwork for when the economy 
recovers.

Victoria Gorrell, the head fund
raiser at Kalamazoo College in 
Michigan, recently visited a Chi
cago attorney who’d been a generous 
supporter, hoping to persuade him to 
keep up his $5,000 annual gifts. He 
cut back to $1,000 instead.

“But I know he cares and he’ll 
continue to give as he’s able, and 
someday wRen things improve that 
will (go up) again,” Gorrell said. 
She’s optimistic but admits more 
people are telling her, “Gosh, you 
must have a really hard job.”

A  survey released Wednestlay 
.shouts colleges raised a record $31.6 
billion in the fiscal year ending last 
June 3 0 — an apparent sign the mas
sive fundraising engine of American 
higher education was revving even 
as the economy .slowed.

But nearly 27 percent of that ŵ ent 
to just 20 institutions, led by Stanford 
($785 million). Harvard ($650 million) 
and Columbia ($495 million). Taking 
out those 20, fundraising fell 4 percent 
last year.

And now', to many colleges trying 
to replenish drained endowments, even 
that modest decline feels like a pain
fully out-of-date postcard from a now- 
departed golden era of college philan
thropy. This year’s numbers will almcx>t 
certainly be worse, as colleges postpone 
big campaigns to avoid watching them 
fall short, and renegotiate some pledges 
to spread them over more years.

One sign of the drop: In the last 
six months of calendar 2008, Indiana 
University’s Center on Philanthropy 
identified 444 announced gifts of $1 
million or more to higher education—  
14 percent fewer than the same period 
in 2007. The combined value of those 
gift was $3.5 billion— down 40 percent 
from the year before.

“There’s no sugarcoating the fact 
that it’s not going to be a good period,” 
said Ann Kaplan, who directs the an
nual Volun.tar\- Support of Education 
survey for the New York-based Council

Today's

for Aid to Education. Informally, col
leges have reported to her donations 
“hit a wall” last month.

Historically, college giving holds 
up well in recessions under 8 months. 
But this one is 15 months and count
ing. And long bear markets not only 
hurt donors’ wealth but lessen the 
tax incentive to donate appreciated 
securities. Stocks w'ere at six-year lows 
dais week.

For college ftmdraisers —  a profes
sion that lias grown exponentially —  
the economic meltdown means a deli
cate balancing act. Their institutions 
are facing urgent budget shortfalls. But 
long-term, they can’t afford to alienate 
donors by looking greedy.

“The first thing we do when we sit 
down with people is we acknowledge 
w'e know times are tougia,” .said Michael 
Stitsworth, vice president for advance
ment and college relations at St. Olaf 
College in Minnesota. These days, his 
pitch is, “I’d like to have dinner with 
you and I promise 1 won’t ask you for 
any money.’”

St. Olaf’s annual ftmd is down a 
modest 5 percent compared to last year, 
Stitsw'orth said. Luckily, the school 
is between aunpaigns. It’s focused on 
engaging more alurmai ha college life, 
hoping they’ll donate later. One project 
brings alumni in basiness to campus to 
work with students in a finance club. 
While visiting, they have lunch with

Ombuds Office
A safe p la c e  for students & staff 
to bring concerns.

The Ombuds Office 
has moved!

We are now located 
in the SUB room 238.

238 Student Union Bldg 806*742 *4791

http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
mailto:cayior.bailinger@ttu.edu
mailto:rachel.kuykendall@ttu.edu
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Women’s tennis prepares for 
Midwestern St., No. 2 1 TCU

By ZANE TURNER
S taff  Writer

T h e  Texas T ech  w om en’s te n 
nis team  has another obstacle to 
overcom e w ith a solid D ivision II 
team  and its h ighest-ranked  op
p onent so far this season visiting 
Lubbock.

T h e  Lady R aid ers  c o n tin u e  
their season against N o. 32  N C A A  
D ivision II team  M idwestern State  
(1 -2 )  at 10 a.m. and against N o. 
21 T C U  (4 -3 )  at 6 p.m. today at 
the M cLeod Tennis C om plex.

T e ch  (2 - 4 )  and M id w estern  
S ta te  have a co n n ectio n  heading 
into  today’s con test.

T e ch  w o m en ’s te n n is  c o a c h  
Todd Petty played for M idw estern 
S ta te , where he was an IT A  A c a 
dem ic A ll-A m erican  in 2 0 02 .

Petty said it w ill be good to see 
fam iliar faces and get a ch an ce to 
face them  on the court.

“I t ’s good to see old friends and 
give them  the chance to com e out 
and play,” he said. “I look forward 
to the cam araderie th ere .”

A t M id w estern  S ta te ,  P etty  
a lso  was a g rad u ate  a s s is ta n t , 
leaving him  w ith recruiting and 
coach ing  duties.

M idw estern S ta te  is a p erenn i
al D ivision II N C A A  Tournam ent

team , making the tournam ent for 
the past seven years.

H ow ever, th e  c ru c ia l m atch  
lies against T C U .

T C U  is led by the N o. 12 play
er in  th e  n a tio n , N in a M unch- 
Soegaard and N o. 49  M acall H ar
kins. M unch-Soegaard  com es to 
Lubbock w ith a 5-1 singles record 
w ith all her wins com ing against 
ranked opponents —  most notably 
N o. 6 player Fani C h ifchieva from 
A uburn in a three-set tiebreaker, 
3 -6 , 6 -1 , 7 -6  (8 -6 ) .

“I t ’s gonna be critica l on how 
we sta rt,” P etty  said. “N ot only 
on doubles but how we start out 
in  singles. I f  we give (T C U )  a 
big  lead  and give th em  c o n f i 
dence th en  we’re gonna be in big 
trou ble .”

A ll four losses T ech  has suf
fered are against ranked team s: 
Mississippi S ta te , Arizona, Denver 
and R ice .

T h e  b e tte r  start should help  
turn things around because T ech  
h as  w on th re e  o u t o f  th e  s ix  
doubles points this season, falling 
behind  in the first set many tim es 
against th eir ranked foes.

T h e  Lady Raiders feature three 
players w ith 4 -2  records, S am an 
tha van der D rift, Kelsy G arland 
and playing at N o. 4 and N o. 5

this season, freshm an S tefan ie  
Peana.

K erry n  P o tg ie te r  said  th e  
Lady Raiders have been working 
on the litt le  things to improve, 
cut down on unforced errors and 
fin ish  off-opponents.

“A  lot o f the tim e we work 
o n  w in n in g  th e  b ig  p o in t ,” 
she said . “B u t w e’re m issing 
the little  details so th a t’s why 
we’ve been  p racticing the little  
th in g s. A nd  I th in k  its d e fi
n ite ly  going to help us in this 
w eek ’s m atch es. W e ’ve g o tta  
take it and com e out aggressive 
and just go after them  from  the 
first p o in t.”

D espite the 2 -4  start to the 
season, the Lady Raiders hope 
to  le a rn  fro m  th e  m is ta k e s  
th e y ’ve already m ad e, w h ile  
build ing on th e l it t le  success 
they ’ve had.

A  win against T C U  would 
give T e ch  its first w in over a 
ranked opponent.

“W e need  to  be m e n ta lly  
strong,” said freshm an Lindsay 
H o lco m b e , w ho w ill get h er 
first actio n  of her career against 
M id w e s te rn  S t a t e .  “W e a ll  
know we can  do it just as long 
as we stay strong.”
>^zane.tu rner@ttu.edu

Tiger has triumphant return at Match Play
M ARAÑ A, Ariz. (A P) —  Tiger 

Woods felt like he had never been 
away.

He played that way, too.
Woods took five practice swings, 

slow and measured, settled over the 
ball and then backed away to make 
sure he was aiming in the right direc
tion. Then he launched his 3 -wood 
down the fairway and went back to 
work.

“W alking down the fairway, it 
felt like business as usual,” he said. “I 
thought I would be more nervous on 
the first tee. It just came back down 
to playing the game again, arid that 
felt good.”

His game looked as good as ever.
Woods made a triumphant return

to golf Wednesday in the Accenture 
M atch Play Championship with a 
birdie-eagle start and a convincing 
victory that showed golf what it had 
been missing in the 253 days since 
he limped his way to an epic U .S . 
Open title.

T h e  gentle fist pump returned 
when he hit 3 -iron from 237 yards 
to within 4 feet for eagle. He struck 
another familiar pose by slowly raising 
his putter over his head as a 20-foot 
eagle dropped on the 13th hole.

The only attention paid to his left 
knee came after a lengthy wait on the 
315'-yaird 15 th hole. Woods stretched 
his legs, then "grabbed a 3 -wood and 
drove onto the green.

He never trailed Brendan Jones of

Australia, closing him out with a par 
save from bunker to win, 3 and 2.

“H e’s Tiger,” Jones said. “He 
does freakish stuff.”

Woods said he had looked for
ward to the rush of competing. It 
was as if all that time away from 
golf had been bottled up inside him. 
And then it came gushing out on a 
scorching day on Dove Mountain, 
where temperatures approached 90 
degrees.

Fans packed into the bleach
ers around the first tee, with more 
lined up behind the ropes all the 
way to the green.. T heir cheers 
when Woods walked onto the tee 
could be heard all the way down 
the fairway.

Kipyego prepares for final 
meets with Tech track team

By ADAM WADSWORTH
S taff Writer

T h e most decorated athlete in 
Texas Tech history is approaching her 
final two meets as a Red Raider.

A fter the Big 12 C on feren ce 
Championships in College Station 
this weekend, eight-tim e national 
champion Sally Kipyego only will 
have the N C A A  Indoor Champion
ships before her collegiate eligibility 
runs out.

She is coming off a season where 
the Lady Raiders won the Big 12 cross 
country championship, which Kip
yego said is her favorite memory.

“To win as a team, I think that 
was the best feeling ever,” she said, 
“because I had people to share in that 
feeling and just that combined, it was 
such an amazing feeling.”

In her final season of eligibility, 
she already has set multiple records 
and has qualified for nationals in two 
events prior to this weekend’s Big 12 
Championship.

In her first individual meet, the 
Texas Tech Invitational, she set an 
N C A A  automatic qualifying time in 
the 5,000-meter.

Two weeks later she set an N CA A  
record in the 3,000-m eter at the Bos
ton Indoor Games. Since it was not 
an N C A A  sponsored event, the time 
did not count for qualifying.

O n  Feb. 13 Kipyego attended 
the Tyson Invitational, where she 
set a school record on her way to an 
automatic national qualifying time 
in the mile.

Kipyego is set to run the mile and 
the 3,000-m eter race this weekend 
in College Station. If she, can repeat 
her performance from Boston she 
should be guaranteed another Big 12 
Championship or at the very least a 
bid to nationals. If she qualifies in the 
3,000-meter, she would be competing 
for three more national titles at the 
N C A A  Championships.

“S h e ’s created an environment 
here where the girls have started 
to believe that we can win,” Tech 
coach Wes Kittley said, “and saw her 
work ethic, saw the quality of the 
perSori she is, and it’s fust made all 
of us better.”

Kittley also said the team believes

KIPYEGO

she can score 
20 points at 
nationals by 
h e r s e l f ,  so 
i f  th e  R ed  
R aiders can  
add a few  
more people 
to the N CA A  
C h a m p io n 
ships, Tech could be in contention 
for a trophy.

Kipyego started her collegiate 
career in 2005 at South Plains where 
she won the N JC A A  Cross Country 
and Outdoor Championships. It led 
her to 2006’s Female A thlete of the 
Year Award.

She started her Tech career in the 
2006 cross country season, where she 
quickly made her presence felt by 
winning her first race, the R6d Raider 
Jackrabbit Open. She led the Red 
Raiders to a sixth-place finish in their 
first ever appearance at nationals. She 
won every event she competed in that 
year by an average of 34.94 seconds.

In the 2007 and 2008 cross coun
try seasons, Kipyego won a second 
title and then a record-breaking third 
straight cham pionship, becom ing 
the first female athlete in history to 
win three consecutive cross country 
championships.

In the 2007 indoor track season, 
she was named All-American in the
3 .0 0 0 - meter and the 5,000-m eter 
races, both of which added national 
championships to her resumé. In the
10 .000- meter race in the outdoor 
season, she won her fourth N C A A  
title.

T h e  2008  indoor and outdoor 
seasons brought her two more na
tional championships, both in the
5.000- meter.

Kipyego will run the mile at 3 
p.m. Friday and the 3 ,000-m eter 
at 5 :45  p.m. Saturday at the Big 
12 Championships. Results for the 
entire meet can be found at www. 
bigl2sports.com

However, what happens after 
th is season ends s till rem ains a 
question for the eight-time national 
champion.

“R ight now I ’m just taking it 
one day at a time,” Kipyego said. “I 
don’t know what’s going to happen 
after indoor nationals, get done with 
school, but I’m just hoping that things 
go well.”

Although her exact future is not 
perfectly clear, she said she definitely 
plans to run professionally.

“I never bet against her,” Kittley 
said. “I think she’s the best.” 
^ adam.wadsworth@ttu.edu
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Placing Your Ad

Line Ad Rates
15 words or less 

$5.00 per day

Bold Headline
500 extra 

(max. one line)

Classifications
Help Wanted Typing
Furnished Rentals Tutors
Unfurnished Rentals For Sale
Tickets for Sale Services
Miscellaneous Roommates
Lost & Found Travel
Clothing/Jewelry Legal Notice

Terms <& Conditions
There is a 15-word mini
mum on all classified ads. 
The first 2  words (max. 
one line) are bold and cap
italized. All ads will ap
pear on dailytoreador.net 
at no additional charge.

Please check your ad care
fully on the first day of 
publication and notify 
The Daily Toreador of 
any errors. We are only 
responsible for the first 
day’s incorrect insertion.

Deadlines
Classified Line Ads:
Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one 
day in advance.
Classified Display Ads:
4  p.m. three days in advance. 
Please call for rates for display 
advertising.

Payments

All classifieds ads must be prepaid 
prior to publication by credit card, 
cash or personal check.
Checks should be made payable to 
The Daily Toreador.________________

w w w .d a i l y t o r e a d o r .c o m
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for 
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our 
Web site to get started!

E-mail: dawn.zuerker@ttu.edu 
Remember to include a contact number!

Phone: 806.742.3384
Call us to place your ad by credit card.

F a x : 806.742.2434
Call and confirm pricing and payment.

TUTORS HELP WANTED FURNISHED UNFURNISHED
COLLEGE LEVEL TUTORING: Algebra, Calculus, 
Trig, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, English and 
more. Flexible schedules, convenient locations.
Don’t drop that class, get help today!
806-368-5629 viww.clubz.com.

NEED A TUTOR?
All Subjects. PreK - Adult. TAKS Prep, ACT/SAT 
Prep, Dyslexia, Study Skilis Course, Reading Com
prehension and Fluency, Math, Science, Foreign 
Language and more! Call today to reserve your tu
tor! 806-368-5629. wvw.clubz.com.

VIOLIN, VIOLA and PIANO lessons. Five blocks 
from Tech. 317-0042 
http://beststudentviolins.com/Studio.html.

HELP WANTED ~
15 CATERERS needed for catering event Tues, 
March 3. Shifts available starting at 11 am or 4 pm. 
Dress code: black pants, black shoes, white tuxedo 
shirt. We can provide the white tuxedo shirt. $8.00 
hour. Apply in person Kelly Services, 4601 50th 
Street, Suite 100 or call 806-794-2757 by Monday 
March 2.

APARTMENT SHOPPERS needed. Shop local 
apartment communities and get paid! Please con
tact Jessica at (806) 797-3162 or 
jessica.williams@mcdougal.com for more details.

ARRIVING SOON the newest upscale lounge in 
Lubbock. Now hiring DJ's, cocktail wait staff, and 
entertainers. 21 and above. Apply at 3511 Ave Q 
and experience the breakthrough. 744-4810.

ARTIST NEEDS female canvas models. Pose for 
female, $40/hour. 214-385-5467.

CHILD CARE center now hiring morning & after- 
noon teachers. Flexible hours. Please apply in per
son 2423 87th Street.

DON’T JUST GETAJOB
Getasupetjob. Supertan is hiring. Apply online 
wvw.Getasupertan.com or 3 locations 82nd & 
Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & University.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Earn up to $150 per day 
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required 
Call 1-800-722-4791.

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES AVAILABLE
Typist needed. Training classes start February 
25th. Paid training for 3 weeks, 6pm-midnight. Af
ter training $7.50/hr, $8 on weekends. Differential 
pay on weekends. Must be able to type 50 wpm. 
Flexible schedule. 20 hrs/week required. Apply in 
person 4601 50th St. Suite 100 (inside Pueblo 
Building). Call 794-2757.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YWCA now hiring now for after 
school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6 PM. Apply now at 
35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at 806-792-2723.

MELT RESTAURANT Lounge now hiring all posi- 
tions. Please apply in person. 1711 Texas. 806- 
687-2034.

MOWING LAWNS during spring, summer and fall. 
Call James at 745-1614.

NOW HIRING
Servers, greeters, deli. Experience a plus!. Apply 
in person M - F Stella’s 50th & Utica.

P/T LEASING AGENT
Great pay plus commissions & apartment discount. 
Saturday, Sunday, one day during week. Hours go 
full time June-August. Email Resume: 
texas_apartmentJobs@yahoo.com.

PART TIME help. Teachers aid. 7am-12:30pm, 12:- 
30pm-6pm, or 3pm-6pm. Apply at Hope Lutheran 
School at 5700 98th.

SPEEDS IS now hiring enthusiastic people for bar- 
tending position, willing to train. 806-252-5991.

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to 
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in Lubbock. 100% free 
to join. Click on Surveys.

STUDENTS HELPING Students. Assist students to 
and from class. In class, provide assistance han
dling textbooks and any other needed materials. 
Call 722-0163 or visit our website at 
vww.homeinstead.com

SUBWAY DEVELOPMENT is now hiring a Full/- 
Part time Coordinator and a Full/Part time recep
tionist. Please e-mail your resume to 
jsijennifer@nts-online.net or call 806-748-7827.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
Fun Valley Family Resort, South Fork Colorado 
needs students for all types of jobs: kitchen, dining 
room, housekeeping, stores, maintenance, horse 
wrangler, office. Salary, room/board/bonus. For in
formation and employment application write: Stu
dent Personnel Director, 6315 Westover Drive, 
Granbury, TX 76049, or call 1-800-548-1684 or e- 
mail: rafain@sbcglobal.neL

SURVEY TAKERS Needed: Make $5-25 per sur- 
vey. GetPaidToThink.com

UMPIRES NEEDED for Lubbock Little League 
baseball. For meeting/clinic schedule and to sign 
up call Jay Temple at 543-8999.

$100 GIFT CARD
Sublease my apartment before spring break for a 
$100 gift card of your choice! 4 bedroom, 4 bath. 
$415 month, all bills included. Move in after gradua
tion. Call 903-372-0443 for details.

ACROSS FROM Campus only $565 a month. 2 
bedroom and 2 bath. Fully Furnished with electric
ity included. Spacious. Call 281-703-6119 for de
tails.

RAIDER’S PASS: sign my lease over to someone 
starting in August. Rent $500 a month. WILL PAY 
FIRST RENT christina.sheroke@ttu.edu.

RAIDERS PASS Apartment for rent. $420/mo. No 
deposit. 830-456-9411.

SUBLEASE GATEWAY 2/2. First floor overlooks 
the pool. Walking lower rates for 2009. 469-363- 
1825.

SUBLET. ALL bills paid. First month free. $429 a 
month. Call 432-638-2871 or e-mail 
tina@bfoministry.org.

SUMMER SUBLEASE
Mid May through August at University Points. 4 
bedroom and bath. Large kitchen. Only 3 rooms 
available. Rent $490. Call 469-877-1511!

UNFURNISHED
1619 UNIVERSITY, Farm House Studio Apart
ment, 1/1 $650/mo.; 3502 25th, 2/1/1 $700/mo.; 
3509 23rd S tree t, 2/1 $700/mo.; 3410 97th, 2/2/2 
with 400 sq ft finished basement $950/mo. 3105A 
noth, 3/2/2 duplex $825/mo. Call Lamberts Prop
erties LLC 806-687-7228 or 806-687-0376. All 
properties come with appliances & lawn care. Ask 
about leasing special.

2114 16TH. 3/2. $1000/mo. 806-771-8952. 
Tritexprops@gmail.

2216 24TH St. 4/2. $900/mo. 806-771-8952. 
Tritexprops@gmail.

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re- 
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month. 
Bills paid. 792-3118.

3/2/2 NEAR Tech & medical. Large bedrooms. 
406 Guneau. Pets okay. 214-543-8545.

3318 GRINNELL. 3/1. $495/mo. 806-771-8952. 
Tritexprops@gmail.

4/4/3. 1889 sq. ft. $1700/mo. March & April free. 
544-7506.

AFFORDABLE
Nice 1 bed efficiency house. Quite. 2 block off cam
pus on 22nd. Kitchenette, refrigerator, stove. Pri
vate parking. Move in today. $265/mo. For appoint
ment to view see Ann or B. J. at 4211 34th.

FOR RENT 3/2/1. Central heat/air, washer/dryer, 
dishwasher, refrigerator, stove included. Carpeted 
throughout. $990/month with $500 deposit. 3811 
26th. Call 806-798-3716.

FREE FIRST month rent before May 15. Cute 2/2 
house! Upkept & very affordable. Garage & utility! 
Available ASAP. Call Brittany @ 806-281-3593.

FREE RENT
Great houses and duplexes for lease. 2302 17th: 
Lindsey Apartments 2/1, $595/month; 2116 14th: 
3/2, $900/month; 3602 32nd: 2/1, $595/month; 
3215 33rd: 2/1, $695/month; 4814 35th: 2/1, 
$575/month; 4817 35th: 3/1, $650/month; 2605 
37th: 2/1, $595/month; 1911 13th: 1/1,
$395/month. Please call 773-5249.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage 
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri
ous Students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid. 
792-3118.

LYNNWOOD TOWNHOMES. 2, 3, 4 master bed- 
room suite homes. Garages. Free cable and inter
net. Lower rate if pre-leased by March 13. 785- 
7772.

NEWLY REMOLDED efficiencies, 3 & 4 bedroom 
houses convenient to Tech, Cal! 771-1890.

PERFECT TECH HOUSE
4/2, 2-story. W/D connection, central air, large 
backyard, storage. Pets ok. $995. 2218 27th. 214- 
592-5334.

STUDENT SPECIAL.
Affordable housing. Close to campus. 1 bedroom 
duplex, bills paid. 2 bedroom mobilehomes. $200 
security deposit. 806-795-0040,806-786-8711.

STUDENTS CALL on these great properties: 5417 
29th, 2606 21st, 2604C 21st, 2608B 21st, 3810A & 
B 33rd, 5217 42nd. 797-2212.

FOR SAIE
00 NO ACHES. New visco memory foam mattress 
set. In plastic. $395.806-549-3110.

100% LEATHER sofa, loveseat and 3 piece table 
set. Lifetime warranty. Brand new! $650. 806-549- 
3110.

1999 TOYOTA Camry $500! One owner! For list
ings 800-544-1092 ext. L359.

5 PIECE microfiber sofa, love seat and cocktail 
table set. Brand new! Only $550.806-549-3110.

50(^ POLICE Impounds! Hondas, Toyotas, etc. 
From 500! For listings 800-544-1092 ext L356.

BLACK IRON canopy bed, rails, & new mattress. 
$349. 806-438-0081.

BRAND NEW cherry pedestal dining table, chairs 
and lighted china cabinet. $990.806-549-3110.

FOR SALE ROOM M ATES
CALIFORNIA KING (long) complete mattress set. 
Brand new! $250.806-438-0081.

1 ROOM available, $280 month, <2miles from cam
pus, 26th & T, call/text Jerrod 940-368-6331.

CHERRY 6 piece dining table with leaf and chairs. 
Still boxed from factory. $390.806-549-3110.

ROOM WITH private bath. North Pointe Subdivi
sion. Linnie 575-361-3588.

DOUBLE/FULL PILLOW TOP mattress set. New in 
plastic. $120.806-549-3110.

ROOMMATE NEEDED. University Fountains. 
3/3 townhome. david.brock@ttu.edu.

EBONY DISTRESSED bedroom set. 5 piece, con
temporary style. Brand new! $500.806-549-3110.

FIRM ORTHOPEDIC queen size mattress & foun
dation. Never used. $125.806-438-0081.

ROOMMATE NEEDED: Share 3/2 house + game 
room for summer/fall. Quiet neighborhood, near 
Tech. Call Robbie 806-570-4070 or Clint 806-317- 
8452.

HUGE 4 poster oak bedroom set. Wife didn’t like. 
$875.806-466-2645. SERVICES
KING SIZE pillow top mattress & box spring. Brand 
new! $250.806-549-3110. AFFORDABLE MOVING

LAB PUPPIES FOR SALE
Yellow and black parents on site. Call Mike 830- 
613-1360.

Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable 
prices. Local or long distance. Free estimate on the 
phone. Call 799-4033.

ANDROPOLIS HAIR, SALON/COLOR SPA. New

MATTRESS, FURNITURE
5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

UKC BLUE pit bulls. Gotti/razor bloodlines, grey 
coat, grey temperament, 4 weeks, will take de
posits, 10 pups. Must see litter! Craig: 281-788- 
2331.

client special! Womens haircut/style $20. Mens 
haircut/style $15. Color services 25% off. Eye- 
brow/lip wax $10. Limited time offer w/NATALIE 
DEBELLIS. 806-747-8811.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95. 
Cell 781-2931. More Information

CLOTHING/JEW ELRY www.LubbockClass.com.

SALON SCULPT @ The Centre, free haircut with

NEED CASH
Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH
Officially licensed rings. Men’s from $495. Wom
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name cloth
ing & accessories. Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister. 
Lucky, Seven, Juicy & designer handbags. Guys & 

iris. 806-777-8622.

MISCELLANEOUS
$5000 PAID EGG DONORS

plus expense. Non/smoker, ages 19-
29 SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0.
Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jeweriy, coins, watches, etc. 
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653, 
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women. 
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for 
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

brush makeup. Book your appointment today. 806- 
368-8004. Offer ends 3/31/09.

SALOll SCULPT @ The Centre, Spring Break Spe- 
cial $40 Brazilian & $100 off hair extensions, call 
for an appointment today 806-368-8004.

WAXING
Brazillian, $45. Bikini, $20. Lip & brow, $15. 
Camille, 797-9777x245, @ Lindsey’s 3307 83rd.

LOST & FOUND
WOMENS WATCH Found. Call: 806-474-8644 to 
claim.

TRAVEL
SKIPAJARITO.COM 

TAKE U THERE TRAVEL
Get Spring discount on all travel. Discount vacation 
packages, hotels, air, rental car and cruises. Book 
travel at www.takeutheretravel.net. For company’s 
presentation go to www.takeutheretravel.biz. Call 
Sonya at 806-765-7533 for more information.
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Tech bounces back in 6-3 win February sets stage for M arch Madness
By MIKE GRAHAM

Staff W riter

R obert K ilcrease and the Red 
Raiders got a measure o f revenge 
against the New M exico  Lobos.

T e x a s  T e c h  ( 5 - 1 )  d e fe a te d  
U N M  6 -3  W ed n esd ay  at D an  
Law Field off strong p itch ing from 
K ilcrease and relievers B rennan  
Stew art and Cory Large to close 
out a six 'gam e hom e stand.

U N M  gave T ech  its first loss o f 
the season 1 3 -10  Tuesday.

K ilcrease (1 -0 )  pitched  six in 
nings while allowing .just two runs, 
b o th  o f w hich  cam e in a shaky 
first inning where he also allowed 
th ree  h its . From  th a t p o in t on, 
K ilcrease  threw  five  innings o f 
shutout ball, allowing just one h it 
and two walks while tossing two 
strikeouts. H e finished the game 
w ith four strikeouts.

“T h a t ’s how  w e’re going to  
have to  w in ,” T e ch  co a ch  D an 
Sp encer said. “I’m very proud in 
the way our guys have shown up 
in the first six games o f the season 
and the intensity level was good 
again.”

K ilcrease’s first collegiate start 
cam e against the Lobos (4 -2 )  last 
season in a losing effort, 7-3 .

“1 knew  N ew  M exico  would 
be a great h ittin g  team , th ey ’re 
a great ball clu b ,” he said. “I just 
needed to go out there and p itch  
my gam e.”

T h r o u g h o u t  th e  g a m e , i t  
seem ed  w h erev er th e  b a seb a ll 
w ent, T ech  third basem an Justin  
Berry was there.

He had 10 assists for put outs 
and one put out on his own.

T ech  designated h itte r  S c o tt  
L e ju n e  h i t  h is  f irs t  c o lle g ia te  
hom e run in th e  b ottom  o f the 
second off U N M ’s Jason O atm an 
(0 -1 ) to start the scoring for the 
Red Raiders, who at th at point, 
were down 2-0 .

O a tm a n  gav e  up a ll s ix  o f

PHOTO BY KERRY LENTZ/The Daily Toreador 

T E X A S  T E C H ’S RO BERT Kilcrease allowed four hits and two runs 
in six innings of work in the Red Raiders’ 6-3 win against New Mexico 
Wednesday at Dan Law Field.

T e ch ’s runs through 4 1/3 innings 
o f work.

A fter L e ju n e ’s hom er, Logan 
Brow n was h it  by a p itch  and a 
M ic h a e l R eed  d ouble b ro u g h t 
Brow n hom e to tie the game.

From th at point. T e ch ’s p itch 
ing and fielding dug in allowing 
just one more run in the seventh 
inning off Stew art.

L arge cam e in  to  s ta r t  th e  
eighth  earning the save w ith two 
innings o f shutout ball.

First basem an C hris R ichburg 
and left fielder Taylor A shby had 
an R B I apiece in the bottom  of 
the second to give T ech  the lead, 
4 -2 .

In  the fifth  inning, Richburg 
had yet another hom e run, his sec
ond in two games and third o f the 
early season to add to the cause. 
T h e  shot to cen ter field extended 
T e ch ’s lead to 6-2 .

“I feel good,” R ich burg said. 
“I t ’s still early. Obviously, bejng a

h itter th at’s som ething that comes 
and goes sometimes. You just try to 
do the best you can. Lately, they 
have b een .”

Richburg now has 10 R B I on 
th e  season and is b a ttin g  .4 5 0 , 
b o th  o f w hich lead the team . He 
also leads the team  in runs scored 
w ith 12.

A  four-game win streak for the 
Lobos was snapped by the T ech  
victory.

T ech  will h it the road today for 
an eight-gam e, 1 1-day road trip in 
C aliforn ia  where the squad will 
face C al S tate-N orthrid ge Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday before v isit
ing C alifornia-R iverside.

T e ch  and C a l-R iv ersid e  will 
th en  travel to Palm  Springs, C a 
lif., for another game against each 
other in the Palm Springs Tourna
m en t. T e ch  th e n  w ill face  S a n  
Francisco, Gonzaga and S p en cer’s 
old team , O regon S ta te . 
> ^ michael.graham@ttu.edu

February is just days from be
ing over, and if you’re a college 
basketball fan, you probably think 
the powers that be made February 
the shortest month of the year for 
a reason: so we could get to March 
quicker.

Before we look into this year’s 
potential madness, it should be 
noted that February storylines such 
as Notre Dame’s collapse and resur
gence, all of the Top-10 upsets, the 
raging “A C C  or Big East” debate 
and the Big 12’s chaos at the top 
did a stellar job setting the stage for 
college basketball’s free-for-all.

Before the N C A A  tournament 
hits and the “sick days” start to pile 
up, here is what we’ve learned and 
what we still need to learn before 
selection Sunday.

Blake Griffin is hands down 
going to be the National Player 
of the Year.

Even in injury he solidified his 
standing; Oklahoma had won 13 
straight before he missed essentially 
two games —  both Sooner losses.

Although Tyler Hansbrough is 
putting up similar numbers with 
similar team success compared to 
last year when he beat out M i
chael Beasley, he cannot repeat 
winning the award. T h e  biggest 
knock on Beasley was even with 
his efforts, Kansas State was still a 
mediocre team, whereas this year, 
the Griffin-led Sooners can stand 
toe-to-toe with Hansbrough’s Tar 
Heels.

T h e  m id-m ajor team s’ per
form ances have added another 
wrinkle to March Madness.

T h e  m ajor conferences can 
thank their mid-major brothers 
for strengthening their tournament 
outlook.

R ecent stumbles by Davidson, 
U ta h  S ta te  and S a in t  M ary’s 
mean those three schools must 
win their respective conference 
tournam ents to reach  the Big 
Dance.

Brandon
Aday

This is part of the reason for the 
weak bubble this year, as now three 
spots are opened up for teams from 
the Big East, A C G  and Big 10. Those 
spots likely will be filled by teams with 
losing conference records.

College basketball has shifted east 
this season.

W ith relatively down years from 
the Pac-10, Big 12, Big 10 and even 
the W A C, the A C C  and Big East 
could take almost half o f the at-large 
bids to themselves.

T he East Coast is certainly col
lege basketball’s ________________
2 0 0 9  F e r t i le  ^
C r e s c e n t b e 
cause seven of 
th e  top eight 
seeds in ESPN ’s 
B r a c k e t o l -  
ogy come from 
the far-eastern 
United States.

T h a t being 
said, the west
ern teams could ________________
have a decided 
ad van tage in
securing the final at-large bids to the 
tournament.

There are several A C C  and Big 
East teams that must finish strong 
and make a solid conference tourna
ment run to solidify their tournament 
chances. Simple statistics say when all 
of those teams must play each other, 
they all cannot win. This should open 
the door for an extra Big 12 or Big 
10 team to steal a spot by advanc
ing in a decidedly easier conference 
tournament and thus making a great 
last im pression on the selectio n  
committee.

If Kansas can beat Missouri Satur

day and essentially wrap up a Big 12 
championship, then Bill Self deserves 
Coach of the Year.

Coming off last year’s National 
Championship, it seemed early on that 
he was at the helm of an N IT  team. 
Even though he was helped by Griffin’s 
injury and a down Big 12, winning the 
conference would be an unbelievable 
accomplishment nonetheless.

W h ich  makes me w onder: as 
down as Kansas fans were about ex
changing Roy Williams for Bill Self, is 
it possible KU  came out on top?

W illiams is certainly the better 
recruiter, as evidenced in the teams 
he has put together at KU  and North 
Carolina. But Self, in my opinion, 
seems to have a decided advantage 
as an in-game coach.

W hen KU pulled the minor, minor 
upset over U N C  in last year’s tour-

_________________  nament, U N C
fans were flab
bergasted at how 
out-of-hand the 
game got before 
Williams would 
call a tim eout 
or m ake any 
sort o f adjust
ment. Self, on 
the other hand, 
has a “rebuild
ing-year” team 
sitting atop the 
Big 12.

I knew I was ready for M arch 
w hen I was texting a friend and 
“bracketology” came up as a T-9 word 
suggestion.

T h is college basketball season 
has primed us for what should be an 
exciting March.

So get settled on the couch and 
watch as bubbles burst, Cinderellas 
emerge, and a national champion is 
crowned.

■ Aday is a junior b io lc^ and 
history msyor from Las Graces, 
N.M. E-mail him at 
jeffrey.b.aday®ttu.ectai.
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hands down 
going to be 
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the Year
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