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STATE

American Indian tribes
try to reopen casinos

AUSTIN (AP) — American
Indian tribes in Texas are trying again
to reopen their casinos with legislation
filed Tuesday that would provide a
defense to prosecution for tribes that
operate limited casino gambling.

Rep. Norma Chavez, an El Paso
Democrat, filed a bill that would
allow the Tigua tribe in El Paso and
the Alabama-Coushatta tribe near
Livingston to reopen casinos that were
closed by court orders when the state
opposed them. The tribes say they need
the money generated from gambling for
health care, education and other tribal

necessities.

NATION

Obama signs stimulus,
readies foreclosrue aid

DENVER (AP) — Racing to
reverse the country’s economic spiral,
President Barack Obama signed the
mammoth stimulus package into law
Tuesday and readied a new $50 bil-
lion foreclosure rescue for legions of
Americans who are in danger of losing
their homes.

There was no recovery yet for
beleaguered automakers, who were
back in Washington for more bailout
billions. General Motors Corp. said it
was closing plants, Chrysler LLC said
it was cutting vehicle models and both
said they were getting rid of thousands
more jobs as they made their restruc-
turing cases for $5 billion more for
Chrysler and as much as $16.6 billion
more for GM.

WORLD

Palestinians say Israelis
launch Gaza airstrikes

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP)
— Palestinian officials in the Gaza
Strip says [sraeli planes have attacked
smuggling tunnels around the Gaza-
Egypt border and a disused Hamas
security base near the town of Khan
Younis.

The Hamas base had already been
largely reduced to rubble in previous
attacks since the Jan. 18 end of Israel’s
land campaign in the strip, but this
time a mosque left standing inside the
compound was destroyed.

Israel has launched sporadic attacks
on smuggling tunnels and Hamas
outposts since the offensive ended and
Israel independently declared a truce.
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support for Leach

Students show

in light of
contract talks

By ADAM COLEMAN

Sports EpiTor

Before Texas Tech coach Mike Leach opted to
decline a contract extension and finish out his
current deal, Tech students and fans had to let him
know how they felt.

About 50 students and fans organized a rally on
Tuesday outside the football offices on the east side
of Jones AT&T Stadium in support of Leach in the
contract negotiations with Tech Athletic Director
Gerald Myers.

Students, die-hard fans and Lubbock residents
were in attendance.

The rally started at 11:30 a.m. and the crowd
started chants and held up signs in front of local
media and some football players who walked by.

There were chants such as “Heck no, Leach can’t
go” and “Get him signed” and signs that read “11-2,
what more can he do?” and “Fight for Mike.”

“I think that ‘Hey, he’s here. He’s got the base.
He’s got everything going from him,” said Fred
Howell, a 68-year-old Tech alumnus who graduated
in 1962 with a bachelor’s degree in accounting.
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PHOTO BY KARL ANDERON/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH FOOTBALL coach Mike Leach greets students in front of the Athletic Complex at a rally to support his
contract extension. The athletic department gave Leach a 5 p.m., Tuesday deadline to sign a contract extension.

“All of a sudden, this thing blew up. They said it’s
either Tuesday at 5 o’clock or forget it. That should
never happen.”

Leach’s contract issues have been ongoing since

- April, and 5 p.m. Tuesday was the last chance to

sign the $12.7 million, five-year extension offered
by Myers on Jan. 9.

No extension was signed as the deadline
passed.

Throughout negotiations, Leach’s agents and
Myers tried to figure out a.deal both sides are com-
fortable with; but talks stalled, leaving two years
on his contract. :

Most students at the rally wanted the two sides
to compromise and agree on an extension.

“I think it’s important to come to a compromise,”
said Jordan Marion, a junior public relations major

from Lubbock, “because not only is it important for
Texas Tech Athletics, it’s for the university and the
students, and it’s also very important to Lubbock
and the South Plains area.”

At one point, Tech linebacker Marlon Williams
borrowed a fan’s sign that read, “Be wise, Compro-
mise,” and held it high as he was pulled in a small,
red wagon by Tech offensive lineman Deveric Gal-
lington.

Other players such as running back Aaron Craw-
ford attended the rally, but declined to comment.

Myers was unavailable for comment on the rally
Monday and declined to talk about the contract
negotiations Tuesday.

Monty Roberson is a Tech alumnus who gradu-
ated in 1972 with a bachelor’s degree in general busi-
ness. Roberson said he has watched Tech football
since the 1960s, and he said he believes Leach is the
best thing to ever happen to the program.

LEACH continued on page 6 »»

placed in a heightened state of
wildfire danger warning by the
Texas Forest Service through
today.

Majority of Texas in wildfire danger

By MIKE GRAHAM

Starr Writer

A large portion of Texas was

The areas of most concern are
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Juan Mufioz was named the
Texas Tech vice president of in-

Muiioz named Tech VP
for institutional dlverslty

By JON VANDERLAAR

the area w1th
other univer-
_sities such as
the University
of Texas and

 News Emm

_ stitutional diversity, equity and

Texas A&M,

the Panhandle, West Texas, Cen-
tral Texas and South Texas and
include metropolitan areas such as
Lubbock, Austin, Corpus Christi,
Dallas-Fort Worth, Midland-Odes-
sa, San Antonio and Waco among
others, according to a Texas Forest
Service news release.

Jeff Vitale, a meteorologist with
the National Weather Service in
Lubbock, said Lubbock’s December
through February three-month
rainfall total was .87 inches, more
than an inch less than the aver-
age total of 1.91 inches between
December and February.

“We have a front moving
through the state,” said Marq
Webb, a public information officer
with the Texas Forest Service. “The
winds are very strong, up to 60
miles per hour.”

Webb said much of Texas is in
danger of wildfires igniting because
of the low humidity throughout the
state as well as a lack of rain.

“It’s a dangerous time for the
public and for firefighters,” he said.

" Webb said people might take
wildfires for granted in the city, but
fires still can impact communities.

“Fire doesn’t recognize city

_ limits,” he said. “If you’ve got veg-

etation leading from the fire to the
city, (the fire) can travel into the
city. We have had towns severely

impacted, houses burned.”

Garett Nelson, the public infor-
mation officer at the Lubbock Fire
Marshall office, said the fire depart-
ment keeps a close watch on the
weather every day. During high wind
and drought condition days, the fire
department takes extra precautions
including sending more than one
fire engine and more firefighters than

usual to put out a wildfire.

PHOTO BY COLEMAN MOREFIELD/The Daily Toreado
A GRILL IS left vacant at Mackenzie Park Tuesday as a result of the

current burn ban in effect.

“One of the things we enjoy out
here is a lot of farmland,” he said. “A
fire can run, but eventually it’s going
to run into farmland unlike North
Texas or Central Texas where there’s
just a lot of dry grassland. But we
still have to worry about the houses -
on farmland. We're prepared in the
city. We can get to any fire within

WILD FIRES continued on page 2 33

community engagement Tuesday
by President Guy Bailey.
According to a university
. news release, Munoz was named
o the position to continue

‘ equlty are vu;aHy important
_ at Texas Tech University,”
~ Bailey said in the release. “By
combining our efforts, I believe
Texas Tech can better meet the
challenges we face in recruit-
ing, retaining and gtaduatmg ‘
' 'stuciems
Mufioz prevxously served asa
special assistant to the president
_ for institutional diversity and
_associate vice provost for faculty
affairs at Tech.
 Grace Hernandez, chief of
 staff for Bailey, said Bailey also
developed this position during
_his tenure at the University of
Missouri at Kansas City.

_ “President Bailey has always
felt that area is crucial to any
university,” she said.

- Munioz envisioned the cre-
ation of this position for a long

__time, she said, and the establish-

ment of a vice president in the

area as opposed to a special assis-

. tant keeps Tech competitive in

which have
similar posi-
tions.
Munoz saxd heis pleased at the
creation of the position and takes
his increased responsibility as a
serious privilege.

“I think it makes us consistent
with other universities in the Big

12,” he said. .

'position was appropriate, Mufioz
said, and the position will help

tion in a “reasonable and impact-
. ful” way.

He also said the position will
allow him to draft an institutional-

organize and align activities, which
he hopes will make Tech the school
of choice for Texans. '

The creation of this position as
well as the awards for diversity the
school has earned could help Tech

campus, Mufioz said.

Although he will re«taih many
~of the same responsibilities, Her-

retention.

TECH VP continued on page 2 33>
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The elevation of the area and

_ coordinate the area of administra-

‘wide diversity framework to better

take a national role as an inclusive

nandez said Mufioz also will be
more involved in student affairs
and university recruitment and
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US, NKorea trade barbs

TOKYO (AP) — Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton talked
tough on her first overseas trip as
America’s top diplomat, delivering
a sharp warning to North Korea on
Tuesday over its threat to conduct a
missile test.

As she wound down a long day
of official events in Tokyo before
preparing for the next leg of her Asia
tour in Indonesia, Clinton said North
Korea’s threatened missile test would
harm its prospects for improved
relations with the United States and
other neighbors.

“The possible missile launch
that North Korea is talking about

would be very unhelpful in moving
our relationship forward,” she said,
adding that if Pyongyang wants to
end its isolation, it would have to
act on pledges made to previous Bush
administration negotiators to scale
back its nuclear weapons efforts.

“The decision as to whether
North Korea will cooperate in the
six-party talks, end provocative
language and actions is up to them
and we are watching very closely,”
Clinton said, referring to North
Korea’s continuing talks with the
U.S. and four other major nations
over efforts to nudge the North to
abandon nuclear weapons.

Tech VP «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mufioz said the new position is a
continuation and extension of the
foundation already created by his
previous position. He will take on
new units and areas under institu-
tional diversity, but his main tasks
as an administrator for institutional
diversity will remain the same.

Hernandez said the newly-created
position could be considered a pro-
motion, and the position also will
make it known to the community
that the university takes the issue of

institutional diversity seriously.

The first step, she said, is to con-
tinue recruiting faculty that is able
and equipped to educate students
for a diverse workplace outside of
the university.

Hernandez, who is a liaison between
various administrators and Bailey, said
Mufioz’s new role is the next step in
his career, especially with what he has
done in his previous position.

He has been recognized in the
community as one of the leaders for
diversity at the university, she said,
and has worked hard to achieve the
diversity goals of the university.
»e-jon.vanderlaan@tiu.edu
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Tech HSC to host Student Research Wee

By KENDYL SEBESTA
Srarr Wainen

The Texas Tech Graduate School
of Biomedical Sciences will host
Student Reseéarch Week: Molecular
Pathways of Cancer March 3 through
March 6 at the Tech Health Sciences
Center to encourage discourse among
the scientific community, students
and public.

Student Research Week which is
organized by the Tech Graduate Stu-
dent Association Committee, begins
March 3 with a four-day poster com-
petition from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the
Health Sciences Center. The competi-
tion will be open to all research areas
and will include work from students
outside the HSC, according to the
Student Research Week Web site.

Ryan Downey, student director for

" Student Research Week, said about 90

posters and presentations are expected
and will include student presentations
from Tech, New Mexico and the sur-
rounding area.

“We really wanted to expand the
scope beyond just the Tech Health Sci-
ences Center,” he said, “and we want
to encourage any type of research and
clinical cases in the poster competition
that people may have.”

Downey said Student Research
Week will provide the first step in
getting research information to the
public and will include poster topics

ranging from genetic fly mutation to
reproductive technologies.

According to the Student Research
Week Web site, the poster competition
will be divided into undezgraduate, ba-
sic science junior, basic science senior,
ciinical science junior, clinical science

that will be judged based on con-
tent, presentation and research
methods throughout the week.

Each category will be judged
March 6, and first place will be
awarded prize of $750 in schol-
arship funds, second place a
prize of $500 in scholarship
funds, and third place a
prize of $250
in scholar-
shipfunds,
Downey
said.

e “ezh
Health Sci-

research week poster competition will
include Graduate Student Association
Committee Associate Director Lisa
Welch, and Tech Pharmacology and
Neuroscience Graduate Student Rajiv
Agrawal. The competition also will be
judged by other researchers and profes-
sors at the Tech Health Sciences
Center.

Rick Bliss, president of
the Tech Health Sciences
Center Student Govern-
ment Association, received

first place last year in the
graduate students poster
category, Downey said,
for his research regarding
AMPA-induced toxicity
and tumor necrosis
factor-a(TNFa).
Tammy
Carter,

the Tech

ences Center
President Dr.
John Baldwin
also will award one
$1,000 scholarship, while addlt10n31
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded
by the deans of the Tech Health Sci-
ences Center School of Allied Health,
Graduate School of Biomedical Sci-
ences, School of Medicine and School
of Pharmacy, according to the Student
Research Week Web site.

Downey said judges for the student

research
ure ;...
planning
commit-
tee
chair, won third place in the first-year
student category of the poster competi-
tion last year fot her research regarding
cancer gene SRC 64's impact on an
oncogene fly embryo.

“This year [ will be looking at the
entire pathway.of SRC 64,” she said,
“and determine if the gene is affecting,
how the cells will perform.”

ele

The student research week also
will include a lecture by Dr. John
Minna, a professor at the graduate
school of Biomedical Sciences at the
University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School, 11 a.n. to 12 p.m.
March 4. Minna will discuss the
molecular pathologies of lung cancer
with translation to the clinic.

Dr. Hamid Band, professor. at
the University of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center, will speak from 1130
am. to 12:30 p.m. March 5 regard-
ing cell biology and translational
possibilities. Dr. Pradipta Gosh, a
University of California professor,
will follow the discussion from 1:30
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. concerning signal
amplification switches that drive
metastatic progression.

Dr. Richard Gaynor, vice presi-
dent of cancer research and oncol-
ogy for Eli Lilly, will end the evening
with a lecture dinner series discuss-
ing cancer drug development from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. March 5, according
to the Web site. Keynote speaker
Dr. Timothy Triche, professor at the
University Of Southern California
Keck School Of Medicine, will
conclude week 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
March 6 from with a discussion
of the genetics of cancer, Downey
said. Dr. Triche’s discussion will be
followed by a poster awards presen-
tation ending at 12:30 p.m.

wi-|.sebesta@tiu.edu
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Shawn Ellis, a National Weather
Service meteorologist in Lubbock,
said high winds and wildfires can
impact people with allergies in the
cities.

“The smoke and pollution, with
the air and the dust could impact
breathing,” he said. “Smoke and dust
carried by the wind could intensify
breathing problems.”

The worst of the latest wildfire
risk is over for the South Plains,
Ellis said. Lubbock was under a red
flag wind advisory Tuesday as winds
blew from the southwest between
25 and 35 miles per hour with gusts
up to 40 miles per hour. Other areas

“of the South Plains had wind speeds

subject ta change

reaching 48 miles per hour, and
the speeds were everi higher in the
northern Panhandle.

Wind speeds in the South Plains
are expected to be a bit slower today,
Ellis said. The wind is projected to
blow from the northwest and the
wind speed will range from 20 to 30
miles per hour.

“Our topography, obviously, is a
big factor in the winds we see here,”
Ellis said. “We don't have much dif-
ference in elevation, so not much
to shield us from the wind. Our
geography, we're closer to the low
pressure systems of the Rockies. We
don't deal much with forests, but we
do see grass fires. We're currently
very dry with low humidity.”

Nevertheless, he said, the South
Plains is a hlgh mk area for wild-
fires.

Bill McCay, the commissioner for
Precinct 1, said the Lubbock County
Commissioners Court issued a burn
ban Jan. 26 for Lubbock County.

“We watch closely when we have
long period of dry weather,” McCay
said. “We visit with the volunteer
firefighter departments of Lubbock
County as well as the Lubbock fire
chief. It was determined a burn ban
would be in the best interest of Lub-
bock County.”

Buming during a burn ban is a Class
C Misdemeanor, he said, but there are
a few exceptions including training
for fire fighting. The burn ban will be
canceled when drought conditions
no longer exist. The Commissioner’s
Court could re-adopt the burn ban 90
days after the initial ban was put in
place if drought conditions remain.

“We’re hoping for rain,” McCay

said. “We (historically) get rainfall
within the next 90 days.”

- Ellis and Webb offered several tips
for individuals to help prevent starting
a wildfire including asking your local
sheriff or county office if your respec-
tive county is under a burn ban and
discouraging the use of a fire during
outdoor activities and leaf burning.
Vehicles driving in grassy areas could
throw sparks that could ignite fires.
Chains connecting vehicles to trailers
should be tightened to prevent their
dragging from throwing off sparks.

The Texas Forest Service is a state
agency controlled by the Texas A&M
University system, according to ‘its
Web site. It is mandated by law to “as-
sume direction of all forest interests and
all matters pertaining to forestry within
the jurisdiction of the state.”

| ON DISPLAY AT THE GRADUATION FAIR _

The Official Ring will be available for purchase during the
GRADUATION FAIR in the Banquet Hall of the Merket
Alumni Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday of this week.

Ring orders placed by Februairy 20" will be delivered in time
for the Official Ring Ceremonies on April 20, 21 & 22
at the Merket Alumni Center.

Graduates can order Official Graduation Announcements,
Diploma Frames, Regalia and have their Graduate Portrait

taken at the GRADUATION FAIR.

»»michael.graham@ttu.edu

_'_"ervttces, Graétmte
exas Tech Bookstore.
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Tech students celebrate eng |
week, showcase future technology /M

By GARRETT SALZMAN

Svarr Wrimer

Texas Tech engineering students
demonstrated the everyday applications
of their degree concentrations with a
magnetic hover car and hydrogen fuel
cell vehicle on Tuesday as part of Na-
tional Engineers Week.

Dave Wyrick, a Tech industrial
engineering professor, said he had other
motives for coming to the event.

“It’s fun, and it’s really good whipped
cream,” he said while wearing a plastic
bag to protect his clothes.from thrown
pies. “1 like that the students are sup-
porting a charity, and 1 always enjoy
supporting student activities.”

Wyrick participated in the event by
serving as a target for whipped cream
pies thrown by students and faculty at
the Tau Beta Pi booth.

Richard Greyson Greer, president of
Tau Beta Pi, said the engineering honors
organization hosted the pie toss as a
fundraiser for a local charity.

Greer, a senior architecture and civil
engineering dual major from Lubbock,
said the event was designed to raise
awareness for his group and give back
to the community.

“We wanted to let students release
some of that midterm stress,” he said. “A
lot of the students are kind of timid about
throwing pies at their professors, but
we’ve had a lot of faculty and staff going
after each other to make up for it.”

Forrest Jones, a member of Tech’s
student chapter of the Institute of Elec-
trical and Electronics Engineers, said
he hoped the event would encourage
those interested in electronics to become
involved in the field.

The senior electrical engineering
major from Albuquerque, N.M., said
his organization’s booth, which featured
magnetic hover cars, was designed to in-

form students about the kinds of projects
his group participated in.

“This event is an exhibition for
abstract concepts and their application
in the real world,” Jones said. “We're
demonstrating actual proposed tech-
nology for the future to engineer power
efficient trains in the future.”

Michael Oskierko, a senior indus-
trial engineering major from Abilene,
showcased the features of a hydrogen
fuel cell car the Tech ChallengeX team
is constructing. He said the team is build-
ing the car as part of a national competi-
tion with 16 other colleges to engineer
the most cost-efficient gas-altemative
powered vehicle.

“This technology isn’t necessarily

something that’s gonna show up tomor-
row in your driveway,” Oskierko said.
“It’s a lictle sci-fii with fuel cell and all,
but when this becomes common, people
won't be as scared.”

Oskierko said the car was demon-
strated to pique the interest of students
who were interested in joining the
team.

More than $500,00 has been in-
vested in the project, he said.

“This event is really all about letting
the students on campus know what’s
going on,” Oskierko said. “It's about
raising awareness and getting these kids
involved. We want people to get as ex-
cited about the future as we are.”
=-garrett.salzman@tiu.edu
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Thursday

Zach Edwards Band with Burgandy Haze at

Jake's Backroom. Doors open 9 p.m.

o Texas Tech’s Jaz Il & Combos will perform
a free concert at 8 p.m. in the Hemmle
Recital Hall.

Friday

® lan Moore with Keegan Mclnroe Trio at

Jake’s Backroom. Doors open at Y p.m.

Bo Garza will perform from 8 p.m. to 11

b.m. at Stella’s Lounge.

Kevin Wass will be at 8 p.
Recital Hall. No charge.
Saturday

®

s
to 11 p.m. at Stella’s Lounge.
Sunday
e Tech’s Faulty Chamber recita
William Westney will be at 3 p.m. in Hem-
. mle Recital Hall.

Compiled by features editor Tina L. Arons, tina.arons@ttu.edu

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador
MICHAEL OSKIERKO, A senior industrial engineering major from Abilene and the outreach coordinator
for the ChallengeX team, shows a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle to a group of students Tuesday at the engineering
key. Engineering students were at the key to demonstrate projects they designed.
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harles Darwin published

his masterpiece, “On the

Origin of Species,” 150
years ago this November. With the
exceptions of the scriptures of the
Abrahamic religions (Christianity,
Judaism and Islam) Darwin’s writing
is perhaps the most controversial
piece of literature in modern his-
tory.

In the book, Darwin proposed his
theory of evolution from a common
ancestor through a process called
“natural selection.” In a nutshell,
natural selection claims organisms
with more favorable traits are more
likely to survive long enough to re-
produce and thus, the favorable trait
is spread to more and more members
of the species until all surviving mem-
bers of a species posses it.

Fifty thousand years ago, Homosa-
piens — or human beings — evolved
into existence in central Africa. But
did the evolution stop there! Are
we the same organisms that evolved
those eons ago! The answer to that
question is a resounding “no.”

On the surface, the fact evolution
is ongoing in the human population is
obvious. Since we left Africa 40,000
years ago, we evolved traits that were
favorable to our new environments.
At the near equatorial latitudes of
Africa, the constant direct sunlight
made it necessary for humans to have
dark skin to absorb the UV radia-
tion. But as humans began to spread
to more extreme latitudes, the high
amounts of skin pigment were no
longer necessary and people evolved
to have light skin.

Also, social factors have played a
role in the evolution of humanity. In
given societies over history, people
who were considered by their social
groups to be attractive were more

likely to reproduce and as such, very
distinctive features evolved to be the
norm within geographical and demo-
graphical areas of the world.

But to say that human evolution
is an ongoing process is blasphemous
in some circles. Harvard Paleontolo-
gist Stephen Jay Gould once wrote,
“There have been no biological
changes. Everything we've called
culture and civilization we've built
with this one body and brain.” Some
evolutionary psychologists claim the
human brain underwent most of its
evolution during the period when
humans were hunter-gatherers and
since then, little to nothing in the
way of hard wiring has occurred.

But the reality is humanity is
evolving and this evolution is oc-
curring along two distinct avenues:
genetics and technology. For years,
the shrinking of the modern world
brought the belief that from all the
distinct cultures of the world, a
single race of human would appear.
It was believed globalization would
eventually lead to the homogenizing
of human societies. However, recent
research has uncovered humans are
not homogenizing, but instead evolv-
ing away from each other.

For modern humans, our evo-
lutionary “environment” is not
dependent on the natural environ-
ment (although recent factors such
as global warming might begin to
influence evolution), but instead is
dependent on culture.

From the Americas to East Asia,
and everywhere in between, distinct
cultures have evolved, and within
these cultures, evolution is taking
place. The process is occurring much
along the lines of the Darwinian
“common ancestor.” In the begin-
ning, there was one environment and
one culture. Then humans expanded
and found themselves in multiple
environments with multiple distinct
cultures being formed.

Within cultures, subcultures
evolve and the evolutionary tree
branches out exponentially and
the line between race and species
becomes blurry. Some evolutionary
biologists and psychologists believe
with the rapid growth in world
population, barring wars or some
unforeseen extinction event, the
moment when the human race splits
into distinct species is near.

This genetic evolution occurring
within the human race is not the only
upcoming milestone for our species.
The other great milestone in human
evolution is the fabled “Technologi-
cal singularity;” the merging of man
and machine. It has been predicted
that in the year 2023, a $1000 com-
puter will match the complexity of
the human brain in terms of opera-
tions per second. By 2050, we will
be able to scan a human mind in its
entire complexity and mesh it with a
computer brain.

Imagine a world where you can
have a chip installed in your brain and
simply download information into it.
There would be no need for schools,
books, television, radio or any other
form of media; all information could
be downloaded instantaneously into
your mind. Could it really be that
this is the next evolution of human-
ity? Are we destined to become a

re human beings evolving?

race of half-human/half-computer
organisms?

There are scientists and research-
ers who are dedicating their lives to
reaching this goal of mastering the
evolutionary future of humanity.
They believe advancing the potential
of human intelligence towards an
infinite level will bring the human
race into a golden age where, thanks
to our newfound super-intelligence,
we can finally achieve a utopian so-
ciety like something out of a science
fiction story.

Personally, 1 believe this level
of technology will one day become
possible, but not as soon as futurists
suggest. Sure, the computing power

will be there but our understanding -

of the mind and of consciousness
will take much longer. We are only
now beginning to unlock the secrets
of the human mind, and we are only
beginning to scratch the surface of its
potential. I do not believe the next
phase of evolution will be a race of
sci-fi robot-humans.

At the end of the day, we are still
a species of organisms living out our
existence on Earth. For all our intel-
ligence, we still are bound to the will
of nature and it will be nature, not
technology, that dictates our future.

Lao Tzu once wrote the reason
the universe is eternal is it does not
live for itself, it gives life to others as
it transforms. We do not exist in the
universe, we are the universe. We are
part of it and it is part of us, and we
cannot dictate for ourselves how we
will exist as a part of the universal
ecosystem.

# Johnston is a sophomore
computer science major
from Lubbock. E-mail him at

derek.johnston@ttu.edu.

Americans need to come out of recession

s+ By JOEL BERRY
Tuz BG Mews Bowune Geeen Suarg )

love America. Yes, I am one of

those simple minded, ignorant

rednecks who think America
is truly beautiful. Two years ago, I
was given a rare perspective on this
country few will ever see.

When I stepped off the bus after
a tour in Fallujah and saw my family
for the first time in a year, a most
profound gratefulness for the bless-
ing that is America rose up within
me. Passion for American freedom
tugged at my heart and has not let
go to this day.

While others may passively sing
the Star Spangled Banner without a
second thought, I cannot get through
the song without tears welling up in
my eyes. For me, freedom has a sweet
taste many in this country will never
know. I will never take anything for
granted again.

Since the Civil War, we have
come through two World Wars,
the Great Depression and over a
dozen recessions. Because of the
freedom and opportunity we enjoy
in America, we have endured each
crisis through hard work, unbridled
patriotism and undying optimism.

I love Americans because we
refuse to accept defeat. We are a
people who always look at a seem-
ingly insurmountable obstacle with
confidence and eagerness. Through
sheer determination and love for our
families, we pull ourselves up by the
bootstraps and get things done.

Recessions are a time for Ameri-

cans to gain a new appreciation for
hard work and the fruits of labor.
They are a time to be reminded that
our blessings are not free, and just
as our forefathers poured sweat and
blood to build what we have, we must
bleed to maintain it. There is noth-
ing more rewarding than overcoming
hardship through hard work.

This is what America is about.
And I don’t think President Obama

got the memo.

— using the politics of fear.

Things are bad, and a president
should never deny a problem exists.
However, in the midst of a crisis, a
true leader should inspire confidence,
not instill fear.

In the speeches since his elec-
tion, Obama has done nothing
but remind us just how bitter, mis-
erable and worried we should be.
Rather than having hope in the

resilience of the

It seems as soon
as Obama stepped
from the campaign
trail to the oval
office, his message
instantly switched
from “Hope and
Change” to “Doom
and Gloom.” The
president has
been touring the
country trying to
salvage the dying
support for his new
stimulus plan.

During his tour,
I have heard more
uses of the words

[This is] a time
to be reminded that
our blessings are not
free, and just as our
forefathers poured
sweat and blood to
build what we have,
we must bleed to
maintain it.

American peo-
ple, he has sim-
ply stated only
government can
save us. Rather
than inspire us
to endure the
pain and tackle
this problem,
he is expanding
his nanny state
version of gov-
ernment to en-
sure we endure
as little pain as
possible.
Robert Rec-
tor of the Heri-

disaster, catastro-
phe, crisis, “depression” and “desper-
ate” than I care to in my life. He has
called this the worst financial disaster
since the great depression. In reality,
it is the worst financial disaster since
the early 1980s.

Obama has set out to convince
everyone we are on the brink of Ar-

mageddon if we don’t pass this spend-*

ing bill. Obama appears to be doing
the same thing Bush was accused of
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tage Foundation
recently reported the economic
stimulus package passed on Sat-
urday will set in motion another
$523 billion in new welfare spend-
ing over 10 years. You won’t find
this amount in the bill’s much-
advertised grand total because it
is hidden by budgetary gimmicks.
Additionally, the bill contains
rewards for state governments to
enroll more people in welfare.

on their own

I may be accused of being
insensitive to the pain the reces-
sion has caused if 1 suggest we
should be trying to keep as many
people off welfare as possible. I
am not denying there are seri-
ously impoverished families who
sometimes have no other option
when it comes to feeding their
kids, but who does Obama think
we are!

Apparently Obama does not
know the America [ know. Where
Obama sees helplessness and
hopelessness, 1 see Americans
who can defeat this crisis if given
a chance. Do we really want to
hand control of our destiny over
to the people in Washington? I
must not be the only one who
believes we are better than this.

Americans can pull themselves
out of this if government will only
step out of the way and let us do
what we do best: persevere, innovate
and succeed. In the words of Ronald
Reagan, the issue is “whether we
believe in our capacity for self-gov-
ernment or whether we abandon the
American Revolution and confess
that a little intellectual elite in a far
distant capital can plan our lives for
us better than we can plan them for
ourselves.” -

We can do it, and don’t believe
the hacks in Washington who tell
you otherwise. When we have pressed
through the darkness and stepped
into a new era of hope and opportu-
nity, we will bask in our newfound
gratitude and perspective and find
that all the pain was truly worth it.
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The Da Vinci Code Author’s Latest

Book and Religious Controversy

am gay. [ am also a
Republican. So what!

By ALEX KNEPPER
Tue Eaory (Amenican U

am a gay Republican. | am
not “self-hating.” I am not
confused.

[ am comfortable enough with
my sexuality to think of myself in
terms of traits other than simply my
sexual orientation. I believe that my
attraction to the same sex should
have no bearing to my thoughts on
tax policy, trade, foreign affairs or
abortion. | believe that my sexuality

is merely an incidental part of my

life and should not he a major factor
inmy decision-making. .
I am aware that there-is a rich
tradition of intellectualism, secular-
ism and equality

by the discord between a group of
people who insist that they’re just like
everyone else on one hand and then
on the other refuse to assimilate into
mainstream society. ;

] am unable to relate to the faction
of gay men who revolve their lives
around their sexuality: their neigh-
borhood is gay, their friends are gay,
their music and movies are gay, their
academic interests are gay, the stores
that they frequent are gay — their lives
are gay. [ am not interested, though, in
living my life as a gay man, but simply
as a man. | envision a future in which
a person’s sexual orientation will be
an afterthought. 1 do not in any way
whatsoever see the Democratic Party
furthering that.

I have been

within the Re-
publican Party
outside of the
Religious Right.
I am aware that
Hillary Clin-
ton and Dick
Cheney hold
the same po-
sitions on gay
rights. I am

Clinton signed
into law the last
major anti-gay

believe that my
attraction to the
same sex should
have no bearing to
my thoughts on tax
aware thac Bill policy, trade, foreign
affairs or abortio

discriminated
against more by
Democrats than
by Republicans. 1
have been shunned
and mocked by
Democrats, many
of whom will not
accept me as a gay
man unless ] fit into
their neatly-pack-
aged view of what
a gay man is “sup-
posed” to be. L have
yet to encounter,

piece of legisla-

tion passed by Congress — the
so-called Defense of Marriage Act.
[ am self-respecting enough to know
that the words of the Democrats on
gay rights are no substitute for their
lack of action.

I believe that the virtues of
classical liberalism — individual-
ism, self-reliance and a rejection
of cultural relativism — help gay
men, just as they do all of mankind
and are better exemplified by the
Republican Party than by the
Democratic Party. | am furthermore
woefully confused by gay men's
ambivalence toward radical Islam,
which holds them in a particularly
low esteem.

1 believe that the gay subculture
is destructive. I am not completely
sure why a person should be “proud”
of his sexuality, which is not an
accomplishment. | am confused

on the other hand,
a Republican who has rejected my
presence in the party, shunned me on
a personal level or refused to engage
me on the issues.

I have come to understand on a
very personal basis that the stereo-
types and caricatures of the parties
are no substitute for experiencing
their members up close. I see that the
“tolerance” and “compassion” of the
left only extends as far as a person
is willing to further their ideological
worldview.

I am not Alex Knepper, the gay
man. | am Alex Knepper, a man who
just so happens to be gay. I believe that
my chosen virtues and the actions that
I take, not my un-chosen sexual orien-
tation, defines me as a person. ] am a
man who chooses to think for himself
and shape his life on his own terms.

I don’t think that makes me so
radical.
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eadline passes, Regents schedule special meeting

By ALEX YBARRA

MARAGING EDITOR

For the time being, Texas Tech
football coach Mike Leach will remain
on board for the next two seasons after
sputtering negotiations involving his
contract extension came to a halt.

The deadline to sign a five-year,
$12.7 million extension offered by
Athletic Director Gerald Myers was set
for Tuesday at 5 p.m.

The deadline was not met, and
Leach’s immediate future seems uncer-
tain after a suggestive statement released
by Myers on Tuesday. :

“Coach Leach has declined our
$12.7 million contract,” Myers said
in the statement. “We will enter the
decision-making process and should
have some announcements by next
week. Our decisions will be based on
the best interest of Texas Tech and all
of its supporters.”

That “decision-making process,”
is coming after Leach steered the Red
Raiders to an 11-2 season in 2008,
which earned him three national coach
of the year awards and his best Tech
recruiting class to date.

Addressing about 50 students at a
rally outside Jones AT&T Stadium on
Tuesday, Leach thanked them for their
support and said he looks forward to an

exciting year in 2009.

Then in regards to the negotiations,
he said “right now [ just figure on finish-
ing out my current contract.”

Inlight of the issues, Tech’s Board of
Regents scheduled a special teleconfer-
ence on Friday at 2 p.m. to discuss the
situation.

Leach was prepared to sign a coun-
teroffer sent to Myers on Friday, but
the “so-called contract,” as Myers put
it in his rejection letter, was not worth
consideration.

The offer, which was sent by Leach
representative Matt Baldwin of Inter-
national Management Group, agreed

in principle on $12.7 million through

2013, but other alterations regarding
buyout and termination provisions
caused Myers to make a strong rejection.
It was Myers’ second counteroffes rejec-
tion, the other was a Jan. 20 proposal
sent by Baldwin.

In Myers’ final offer, the buyout
numbers for both sides in the early
termination clause were the same:
$300,000 for each year left on the
contract.

The counteroffer sent by Baldwin on
Tuesday had Leach under a flat buyout
of $500,000, while guaranteeing him
40 percent of his remaining base salary
and outside income if Tech terminates
the contract.

In addition, Baldwin’s proposal
somewhat agreed to one of the sticking
points that was holding up an agree-
ment: Leach must provide notice to
Myers if he plans to interview with
another school.

In Myers’ offer, the provision stated
Leach would need to ask “permission”
instead of just notifying Myers.

In his rejection, Myers called the
difference in buyout numbers “unfair,”
considering Tech would pay Leach $4.4
million if it wanted a coaching change
in the first year, while Leach gets off with
a base payment of $500,000.

Leach first spoke of the “sticking
points” during his press conference on
National Signing Day Feb. 4, which
opened the door for e-mails and letters
to flood different media outlets on a
weekly basis.

The original four points Myers pre-
sented in his final offer on Jan. 9 were
as follows:

If Leach does not ask permission
from Myers before interviewing for
other coaching jobs, he is subject to ter-
mination and a payment of $300,000 for
each remaining year on his contract.

Leach’s buyout clause was increased
from a flat $500,000 to $300,000 for
each year remaining on his contract.
According to an e-mail sent from Bald-
win on Jan. 9 shortly after Myers put

his final offer on the table, Oklahoma'’s
Bob Stoops, Kansas’ Mark Mangino,
Texas’ Mack Brown and Kansas State’s
Bill Snyder each do not have buyout
clauses. 2

The average buyout clause in the Big
12 Conference is $740,909, which is less
than the $1.5 million maximum Leach
could end up paying under Myers’ offer.

Only Texas A&M’s Mike Sherman
and Missouri’s Gary Pinkel have higher
buyout clauses.

If Tech fired Leach, his guaranteed
income would be less than the stipula-
tions in his current contract, which
guarantee him $3.6 million — 40
percent — of his $9 million base salary.
In Myers’ offer, at $300,000 for each
year left on the contract, Leach would
be guaranteed $1.5 million of his $11.1
million base salary.

And last but not least, in Myers’
final offer, Tech would “acquire coach’s
rights for outside athletics related
income.” It would have no change in
Leach’s total compensation, but it al-
lows Tech to profit from his appearances,
endorsements or book publishing, etc.,
by having Leach sign with Tech’s new
sports marketing company, Learfield
Communications.

In an e-mail dated Jan. 12, Leach’s
agent, Gary O'Hagan, said in part, “In
all my years in the business, | have never

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH COACH Mike Leach faces local media during a support

seen such a request.”

In Tuesday's counteroffer that Myers
rejected, IMG proposed $1 million less
in bonus incentives that were included
in the Jan. 20 counteroffer.

The biggest difference was a bo-
nus decrease if Leach wins a national
championship. The Jan. 20 offer had
Leach collecting $1 million for winning
a title, and the recent offer changed to
$250,000.

One bonus that was added in the

" rally Tuesday just outside Jones AT&T Stadium.

Jan. 20 offer and stayed in the latest offer
was a $150,000 payout for Leach if he
reaches the national championship.
With Leach not signing Myers’ final
offer, he will coach in 2009 and 2010,
unless an extension is worked out some-
time in the near future. Tech President
Guy Bailey told The Daily Toreador on
Saturday he believes an extension can
be achieved, but would prefer things to
“cool down” for a little while.
»#-daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

Lady Raiders

By ADAM COLEMAN

Srorts Enivor

It would have been a monumental
win for Texas Tech.

But No. 2 Oklahoma did what it
has done best during a school-record,
19-game win streak: persevere.

The Lady Raiders (14-11,4-7 in Big
12 Conference play) lost 80-72 to OU
(23-2, 11-0) Tuesday in the United
Spirit Arena.

Tech’s loss places the Lady Raidérs in
a difficult spot considering the next five
opponents on the schedule.

The Lady Raiders had a seven-point
lead with 7:05 left in the game, and it
seemed Tech would make headlines for
knocking off a team few have found an
answer for.

But after going O-for-5 from the
free-throw line in the first half, the Soon-
ers found a way to get Tech into foul
trouble while slowly climbing back into
the game. OU went 21-0f-25 from the
charity stripe in the second half. That
includes 11 straight free throws from
the 9:12 mark to the 5:01 mark. The

’ second-half

free throws gave OU a lead it would not
relinquish for the rest of the game.

“I thought that we had some poor
possessions whether it was turning it
over or we had some shots roll out,”
Tech coach Kristy Curry said. “I mean
goodness gracious. You take it back on
the other end, the defensive end, too
many offensive rebounds.”

On the positive side, Curry said
Jordan Murphree’s past two games may
be some of her best.

Murphree led Tech with a career-high
25 points. Behind her performance was a
17-point effort by forward Dominic Seals
and 13 points from guard Maria Moore.

OU coach Sherri Coale said the
Sooners did not have an answer for
Murphree.

But OU made sure Murphree could
not do anymore damage, as she went
0-for-3 in the last five minutes, assisting
OU in controlling the lead.

“] think they put (Danielle) Rob-
inson on me face-guarding, so the ball
couldn't come back to me,“ Murphree
said. “It was just key possessions in the
last few minutes that really hurt us.”
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ACROSS
1 Arthur Marx's

stage name

6 Jazz pianist
Jankowski

11 Holy cow!
14 French water-

botiler
15 City southeast

of Rome
16 Here, in Le
Havre

17 Show
19 Born in

Boulogne
20 Bishop's district

21 & others

22 Angel dust:
abbi

r.
25 Willie Wonka's
creator

26 Climb
28 Gadabout

30 Hope/Crosby
co-star

32 Athletic org.

33 Tab's target

35 Took care of
38 Acorn producer
40 Game bird

42 Bind again

By Josiah Breward
Scranion, PA

43 Lt
subordinates

45 Gallery display

46 More vacuous

48 ___Beach, S.C.

50 Cartwright or
Down

52 Succulent herb

54 CPA's approx.

55 Architect Mies
van der __

56 Jellyfish

59 U.S. dance grp.

60 Slow

64 ___ Paese
cheese

65 Pipe material

66 Roofing
material

67 Not forthright

68 Cordage fibers

69 Streisand
movie

DOWN
1 Playboy's
founder, fondly
2 Fauna starter?
3 __TinTin

' Ombuds Office

A safe place for students & staff
to bring concerns.

4 Picked up the
tab

5 Football kick
6 Rabbit
residence
7 The Moor of
Venice
8 Journalist
Jacob August
9 Piercing cry
10 Abe Lincoln's
boy
11 Snow
12 Watery
expanse
13 Handle capably
18 Husky-voiced
21 Quito's country
22 "The Silver
Streak” co-star
23 Comet heads
24 Stow

= 27 Only fair

29 Afternoon show

31 Element fig.

34 __-majesty

36 Spills the
beans -

37 Start

39 Factual
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41 Pass through a 53 lil-gotten profit

membrane 57 Revise a
44 Occurring in manuscript
small stages 58 "Pursuit of the
47 Dubbers Giraf =
49 Like bad bread 60 Slugger's stat
50 Saudis, e.g. 61 Sea eagle
51 Inventor of 62 Tolkien's tree
dynamite 63 Dolores _ Rio

lead slips away against No. 2 Oklahoma

But what may trump Murphree’s
performance are double-doubles from
Courtney and Ashley Paris. Courtney
Paris led the Sooners with 23 points and
20 rebounds, nine of which were on the
offensive glass. Ashley Paris added 16
points with 13 boards.

OU’s uncharacteristic play high-
lighted the first half, as the Sooners
had 13 tumovers along with 10 fouls.
Robinson had four of those turnovers
and three came from Ashley Paris, who
also had threefoulsat the half. Freshman.
guard Whitney Hand also found herself
in foul trouble with three fouls.

This allowed the Lady Raiders to
keep control of the game in the first
half. OU didn’t grab their first lead
until 21-20 on a Robinson basket at the
8:37 mark.

But what changed in the late stages
of the game is what<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>