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STATE

Retirement System
chief forgoes $168K

AUSTIN (AP) — Following
legislative outrage over investment
bonuses at some state trust funds, the
chief investment officer of the Teacher
Retirement System of Texas will forgo
nearly $168,000 in incentives due to
him based on the trust funds perfor-
mance last year.

Britt Harris, who oversees the
investment of the $81 billion pension
fund, offered Friday to give up the
incentives.

Also, the retirement system Board
of Trustees decided in a 6-to-2 vote
that payment of the $2.5 million
in incentives due to more than 80
other employees in the investment
division will be deferred until the fund
generates a positive return, the Austin
American-Statesman reports in its
Saturday online editions.

NATION
- Plane that crashed near

Buffalo was on autopilot

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — A fed-
eral aviation official says the plane that
crashed into a house near Buffalo, kill-
ing 50 people, was on autopilot when
it went down, a possible violation of
airline policy in icy weather.

Steve Chealander of the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board
says Colgan Air recommends pilots fly
manually in icy conditions. Pilots are
required to do so in severe ice.

Pilots of the doomed plane dis-
cussed “significant” ice buildup on
their wings and windshield just before
crashing Thursday night.

WORLD

Israel’s Livni cool to
deal with Netanyahu

JERUSALEM (AP) — Foreign
Minister Tzipi Livni said Sunday
that if she doesn’t become Israel’s
next prime minister, she will lead
her governing Kadima Party into
the opposition — a move that
could indefinitely stall Mideast
peacemaking.

It wasn’t clear whether Livni,
Istael’s chief negotiator with the
Palestinians, was ruling out a
coalition headed by Benjamin
Netanyahu’s hawkish Likud Party
— or angling for better terms for
her centrist party should it choose
to enter such a coalition.

DEATH TOLL

A2V43

'S. military deaths in
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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Stimulus signing on Obama agenda

By STEVEN R. HURST

Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Keep-
ing the economy front and center,
President Barack Obama heads west
this week tosign the $787 billion stim-
ulus bill and tackle the home mortgage
foreclosure crisis. The direct appeals
for public support follow scant GOP
backing in Congress for his agenda and
increasing partisan bickering.

Passage of the stimulus measure
— unprecedented in its cost — Wwas
a major triumph for Obama as he
struggles lift the country from a finan-

cial nosedive unseen since the Great

Depression of the 1930s.

Top aides said Sunday the sky-
rocketing unemployment rate would
fall once the money begins to flow.
But they also said the economy will
continue its downward spiral in the
short term.

“I think it’s safe to say that things
have not yet bottomed out,” press
secretary Robert Gibbs said. “They are

~ probably going to get worse before they
improve. But this is a big step forward
toward making that improvement and
putting people back to work.”

in the Senate, aims to save or create
as many as 3.5 million jobs through
massive government investment while
boosting consumer spending through
modest tax cuts.

The president’s determination
to sign the stimulus bill into law in
Denver on Tuesday suggests Obama
will continue taking his economic
message to the American people,
who are giving him high marks for
handling the crisis. The symbolism is
obvious for Colorado, where a growing
green-energy industry will draw major

The stimulus package, which  benefits from the stimulus.
passed with no GOP support in the “He is determined to keep in touch
House and three Republican votes ~ with the American people who sent

him here to do this job,” senior adviser
David Axelrod said.

Gibbs said the president had taken
“unprecedented” steps in a bipartisan
effort to include Republicans in the
legislative process. But Sen. John Mc-
Cain was highly critical, declaring the
stimulus would create what he called
“generational theft” — huge federal
deficits for years to come.

McCain, who lost the presidential
race to Obama, said the Democrat had
backtracked on promises of bipartisan-
ship and was off to a bad start. “Let’s
start over now and sit down together,”
McCain said.

Sen. Lindsay Graham, R-S.C., put

it more bluntly: “If this is going to be
bipartisanship, the country’s screwed.”

With the stimulus victory in hand,
Obama planned to shift to the housing
crisis with an announcement Wednes-
day ‘in Phoenix about reversing that
sector’s collapse.

Late last summer, Americans be-
gan feeling the pinch of the recession
and left the housing market in-huge
numbers. That coincided with a sharp
increase defaults on home mortgages, a
devastating combination that triggered
the financial crisis. Lending froze as
banks and investment houses realized
they were holding trillions of dollars in
bad assets.

By CARRIE THORNTON

Starr WRITER

Texas Tech graduate students will begin
a mentor program later this month for chil-
dren who do not have male role models to
look up to.

The group of MBA candidates will kick off
the program for children who live with their
mothers in the care of Women’s Protective
Services in Lubbock on Feb. 25.

The students visited the shelter Thursday
night for a trial run. They met the children,
played games with them, and helped them
make valentines for their mothers.

One mother, who lives at the shelter with
her three children, said visits from students
will be beneficial and provide an outlet for
the children.

“It is venting time for them and good
because they get to see the different views of
the students,” she said. ;

The mother, who wished to remain
anonymous to protect her and her children’s
safety, said the children could choose to be a
part of the program and many were eager for
it to begin.

“For my sons who are more mature and
older,” she said, “it is nice for them to have
older students to relate to.”

Her oldest son is 11 years old and struggles
with school, she said. She hopes the college
mentors will help make a difference in his life
and improve his view of men.

Jennifer Stout, group leader and an MBA
candidate concentrating on health organiza-
tion management, said the group’s goal is to
set up a steady line of mainly male volunteers
to visit the shelter from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. every

" Wednesday.

‘abusing their mothers and need a male to

“All the kids are victims of domestic
violence,” the Arlington native said, “so
it is important they see the interaction
between men and women and know not
all men are bad.”

Group members plan to gather enough
volunteers to have about 15 to 20 students
for each visit, Stout said.

Students and adults who pass a back-
ground check are welcome to volunteer,
she said, and volunteers will be required to
take a training course to teach them how
to handle children who have experienced
domestic violence.

The group’s biggest priority is recruiting
as many volunteers as they can, Stout said,
and although men are preferred, women
volunteers also are wanted.

Andrew Cotney, an MBA candidate
with a health organization management
concentration, said the execution of the
mentor program is part of an organizational
behavior class.

Last semester’s class proposed several
programs, including the mentor program,
Cotney said, but it was his class that was
divided into eight groups and assigned to
implement them. ‘

Women’s Protective Services houses
children who have never had a stable
male role model, said the Abilene native.
Most of them have witnessed their fathers

look up to.

He said during the weekly visits vol-
unteers will play games and do activities
with the children whose ages range from

Tto 13

Students provide male mentors to children affected by domestic violence

PHOTO BY COL MOREFIELD/The Da

HENRY DHANIAICHON, A graduate finance major from Bangkok, Thailand, assists
ROLE MODELS continued on page 5 »# children as part of the Male Mentor Program at Women’s Protective Services Thursday.

Tech Wellness Center short on staff, supplies for flu

By KENDYL SEBESTA
Starr Writer

A sharp increase in the number
of Texas Tech students with the flu
was reported by university Student
Health Services, which already
has run out of supplies.

“We are experiencing a flu
crisis right now,” Dr. Kelly Ben-
nett said. “More students have
the flu than we have doctors; in
fact we have even had to borrow
some doctors from other clinics
to help us.”

Bennett said she personally
sees five to seven flu cases a day.
The Tech Student Wellness Cen-
ter as a whole is seeing about 50
to 70 flu cases a day.

Lubbock Health Department

Public Health Coordinator Beckie
Brawley said the number of re-
ported flu cases in Lubbock tripled
between Jan. 17 and Feb. 7 from
the previous year.

From Jan. 3, 2008, to Feb. 2,
2008, more than 400 flu cases
were reported, Brawley said, rising
from 336 reported cases during
November 2007.

According to the Texas De-
partment of State Health Web
site, at least half of the regions
in the state are experiencing
widespread flu activity, while
flu-related doctor visits in Texas
exceeded the regional baseline
during the week of Jan. 31.

“It’s still not too late to get
a flu shot,” Bennett said, “The
Wellness Center has run out at the

moment, but local pharmacies and
primary care providers should still
have them.”

Health Department offers flu shots
to the general public for $15, with
flu shots typically costing between
$10 and $25 locally.

Hospitalization resulting from
the flu can cost anywhere between
$20,000 and $80,000 for a single
person depending on his or her
case Brawley said.

The Lubbock Health Depart-
ment typically orders between
1,500 and 2,000 flu shots, she said.
The department ordered 3,000 flu
shots this year and has 800 left.
In 2007, the Lubbock Health De-
partment ordered 2,000 flu shots,
Brawley said.

. -

Brawley said the Lubbock

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The Daily Toreador

THE TEXAS TECH Student Wellness Center is running short on staff
and already has run out of flu shot supplies, although more have been

ordered.

The department does not offer
partial flu vaccine dosés for adults,
she said, because they are not FDA
approved for adults. However pat-

CIRCULATION: (806) 742-3388

tial doses of the flu vaccine are ap-
proved for children, Brawley said.

FLU continued on page 2 »»

FAX: (806) 742-2434
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The main Suspect in a Friday
_morning stabbing was arrested
Friday night in Brownfield.

Robert Joe Mata, 39, was

arrested Friday night for al-
legedly stabbmg two peopie at
15439 42nd St.

An emergenc medxcal call» "

'vstabbed v

Mata was wanted for ag-

gravated assault, burglary of a

habitation and is a registered
sex offender. Before being
captured, he was believed to

_ be armed and dangerous, ac-
cording to.
"'Depattment pre |
Officers, medics and ho-
micide detectives responded

to scene of the stabbing and

were unable to locate the sus-
pect near the scene. The two

_victims, Su-

san Peres
and Jacob

Moiica,

were trans-
ported to

Covenant Med;cal Cen-

ter and UMC said they were

unabie to comment on the
status of the patients for legai
reasons.

bbock Police

contact detectave }eremy Jones
with the Lubbock Police De-
partment at 806-775-2409 or
at 806-300-6736.
»sarah.reiman@ttu.edu

Flu

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Flu data from Covenant Medi-
cal Center, University Medical
Center, the Tech Health Sciences
Center and the Lubbock Heart
Hospital is compiled on a regular
basis by the department and sent
to the State Health Department,
which updates the public on a
weekly basis through its Web
site, she said.

Of the reported flu cases oc-
curring through Tech Student
Health Services, all cases treated

Today S

by Bennett occurred with stu-
dents who were not vaccinated
for the flu, she said.

Tech students who have the
flu should stay isolated for five
to seven days due to the infec-
tious nature of the flu, Bennett
said, and should listen to their
individual doctor’s orders.

Several types of medications
such as Theraflu also are available
at the Student Wellness Center
to people who live with someone
who has the flu, she said, that can
lessen the symptoms of the flu if

the person becomes infected.
»i-|.sebesta@tiu.edu
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In Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
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column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.

| Ombuds Office

A safe place for students & staff

to bring concerns.
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Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

The Ombuds Office
has moved!

We are now located
in the SUB room 238.

238 Student Union Bldg
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VP for research candidates announced

By JON VANDERLAAN

News Ebivor

The search committee for the
Texas Tech vicespresident for
research announced three finalists
for the position Friday afternoon,
including a Texas native and two
candidates who have held similar
positions.

Thomas Farris of Purdue Uni-
versity, Colin Scanes of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
and T. Taylor Eighmy of the
University of New Hampshire
were announced as the finalists
for the position.

Bob Stafford, a member of the

Tech Board of Regents and chair- .

man of the search committee,
said the committee narrowed the
search to three after interviewing
eight candidates.

“In the estimation of the com-

mittee,” he said,
“they were the
Top-3 finalists.”

Becawuse
Scanes and
Eighmy have
held similar posi-
tions before and
been successful,
Stafford said, they
were good picks as finalists.

Farris also has a strong research
background, he said, and secured a
large amount of funding for Purdue
University.

“They’re looking at us as well as
our looking at them,” Stafford said.
“I feel very confident about our pool
that we have.”

The three candidates also have
diverse backgrounds in research,

BAILEY

_he said, and have ideas about how

to help the university reach $100
million in research funding, which

university officials would like to at-
tain in the next five years.

Scanes, the vice chancellor
of research at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, will be
visiting campus at 4 p.m. Monday
to speak with faculty, staff and
students in an open forum in the
Escondido Theater in the Student
Union Building.

Eighmy, interim vice president
for research at the University of New
Hampshire, will speak in the open
forum at 4 p.m. Thursday in the
Escondido Theater, and Farris, the
head of Aeronautics and Astronau-
tics at Purdue University, will have
an open forum at 4 p.m. Feb. 23 in
the University Library. -

Tech President Guy Bailey, who
will make the decision on which of
the three finalists will become the
next vice president for research,
said he has not spoken with the

candidates yet but has looked at
their credentials.

“ think they’re good,” he said.
“They bring different kinds of
strengths, each one.”

In the case of Scanes and Eighmy,
Bailey said, the experience they
have with the position is helpful.
However, he would be willing to
hire someone with less experience
if he thought that candidate was a
“rising star.”

All three candidates are knowl-
edgeable, he said, and each could
help Tech become a research uni-
versity.

Among the tasks of a vice presi-
dent for research include recruit-
ing researchers, helping them find
funding opportunities, and retaining
contact with the sources of funding,
Bailey said, and each of the candi-
dates are capable of these tasks.
=¥-jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu

Pakistan, pro-Taliban group agree on peace deal

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Paki-
stani officials on Sunday ham-
mered out a peace deal with a
Taliban-linked group that could
lead to the enforcement of ele-
ments of Islamic law in parts of the
northwest, prompting militants
in the blood-soaked Swat Valley
to declare a 10-day cease-fire as a
goodwill gesture.

The agreement, expected to
be formally announced Monday,
could re-spark U.S. criticism that
Pakistan’s truces with insurgents
merely gives them time to re-
group. Although several of its past
deals failed, Pakistan says force
alone cannot defeat al-Qaida and
Taliban fighters sowing havoc in
its northwest and attacking U.S.

troops in neighboring Afghanistan.

Swat is a former tourist haven
that has fallen under heavy militant
sway despite a lengthy army offensive.
Regaining Swat is a major test for
Pakistan’s shaky civilian leadership.
Unlike the semiautonomous tribal
regions where al-Qaida and Taliban
have long thrived, the valley is sup-
posed to fall fully under government
control.

Provincial government leaders
confirmed they were talking to a
pro-Taliban group about ways to im-
pose Islamic judicial practices in the
Malakand division, which includes
Swat. Taliban spokesman Muslim
Khan said the militants would adhere
to any deal reached with the group if
Islamic law was actually implemented

in the region.

Khan announced the militants
had freed a Chinese engineer held
captive for nearly six months as a
positive gesture. Long Xiaowei —
who was kidnapped in August — was
freed Saturday, days before a planned
visit to China by Pakistani President
Asif Ali Zardari.

Khan also announced the 10-day
cease-fire.

“We reserve the right to retaliate
if we are fired upon,” he said. “Once
Islamic law is imposed there will be
no problems in Swat. The Taliban
will lay down their arms.”

But provincial law minister Ar-
shad Abdullah said the agreement
would require the pro-Taliban group
to convince the militants to first

give up violence. Then, existing laws
governing the justice system can be
amended or enforced, he said.

“Our agreement is conditioned
with peace,” Abdullah said. “They
have to succumb to law. They have
to put down their arms.”

The agreement was reminiscent
of past deals that required militants
to stop fighting, but which eventually
unraveled amid militant complaints
that the government was not meeting
their demands.

The pro-Taliban group — known
as the Tehrik Nifaz-e-Shariat Mo-
hammedi, or the Movement for the
Enforcement of Islamic Law — is led
by Sufi Muhammad, who Pakistan
freed from custody last year after he
renounced violence.

Crude prices

NEW YORK (AP) — Crude
oil prices have fallen to new lows
for this year. So you’d think gas
prices would sink right along with
them.

Not so.

On Thursday, for example,
crude oil closed just under $34 a

barrel, its lowest point for 2009. °

But the national average price of
a gallon of gas rose to $1.95 on the
same day, its peak for the year. On
Friday gas went a penny higher.

To drivers once again grimac-
ing as they tank up, it sounds like
a conspiracy. But it has more to
do with an energy market turned
upside-down that has left gas
cut off from its usual economic
moorings.

The price of gas is indeed tied

lower, gas remains constant

to oil. It’s just a matter of which oil.

The benchmark for crude oil
prices is West Texas Intermediate,
drilled exactly where you would
imagine. That’s the price, set at the
New York Mercantile Exchange; that
you see quoted on business channels
and in the morning paper.

Right now, in an unusual market
trend, West Texas crude is selling
for much less than inferior grades of
crude from other places around the
world. A severe economic downturn
has left U.S. storage facilities brim-
ming with it, sending prices for the
premium crude to five-year lows.

But it is the overseas crude that
goes into most of the gas made in the
United States. So prices at the pump
will probably keep going up no matter
what happens to the benchmark price

1/2 off 1/2

SHOP NOW
FORBEST
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of crude oil.

“We're going definitely over
$2, and I bet we'll hit $2.50 before
spring,” said Tom Kloza, publisher
and chief oil analyst at Oil Price
Information Service. “This is -going :
to be'an unusual year.” ~

On the last day of 2008, gas: -
went for $1.62 on average, ac-
cording to the auto club AAA, the
Qil Price Information Service and
Wright Express, a company that
tracks transportation data.

The recession in America has
dramatically cut demand for crude
oil, and inventories are piling up:
So prices for West Texas crude
have fallen well below what oil
costs from places like the North
Sea, Saudi Arabia and South

America.
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Obama faces
tough decisions on
US auto industry

WASHINGTON (AP) —

Obama’administration faces difficult

choiceés on'the fate-of the U.S. auto

- industey, weighing the cost of pouring

billions more into struggling compa-
nies against possible bankruptcies that
could undermine plans to jump-start
the economy.

General Motors Corp. and Chrysler
LLC are racing against a Tuesday dead-
line to submit plans to the government
to show how they can repay billions in
government loansand return to viability
despite a sharp decline in auto sales.

The terms of the federal loans set
“targets” for concessions, largely from
debt-holders and the United Auto
Workers union, but concession talks
have made little progress with just
a couple days left before the initial
deadline.

Negotiations between GM and the
UAW broke off Friday night but were
to resume Sunday, still focusing on ex-
changing the company’s cash payments
intoa union-run retiree health care trust
for GM stock, according to a person
briefed on the talks who didn’t want
to be identified because the bargaining

is private.
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Chinese lion dance, kung fu performed by martial arts schools

By RACHEL KUYKENDALL

Conmisuring Witz

The academy performers consisted
of four boys, two men and one woman.
Each member exhibited different

“The lion dance has been a tradition
since then.”
The academy’s Web site reported

Two lions gave luck to an audience ~ kung fu moves in the beginning of~ the lion dance wards off bad luck,

on Valentine’s Day.
The J.K. Wong Academy pet-
formed the .

the performance. At the end, the four
boys dressed as lions while the rest
of the members

lion dance and beat drums.

a variety of &g ; The hour-
kung fu moves . m do t—h ¢ [l on long performance
Saturday at the also included the
International dﬂﬂ ce bedu Y4 it Northern Kung

Cultural Cen-
ter Audito-
rium at Texas

does bring us good

Fu Systems. The
Lubbock mar-
tial arts school

Tech. lu(,‘k a nd fbrtu}’z’ff consisted of two

Lin Chi, a : men who dem-
graduate part- LIN CHI onstrated differ-
time instructor TEXAS TECH ent styles of kung
in nutrition, GRADUATE STUDENT fu performed be-
hospitality tween the J.K.

and retailing,
said the lion dance is performed to
celebrate the Chinese Lunar New Year
along with other special occasions.
“We do the lion dance because it
does bring us good luck and fortune,”
said Chi, who is from Guangzhou,
China.

Wong Academy
performances.

Hahn Yeung, a performer for the
academy, said the lion dance originat-
ed hundreds of years ago when thieves
tried to rob a Chinese town.

“The villagers built the lions to
scare the robbers away,” Yeung said.

scares away evil spirits, and ushers in
good luck.

The academy travels to El Paso and
other places to perform the lion dance
and other kung fu demonstrations,
said Yeung, who is from Dallas.

“We do weddings, birthdays, res-
taurant grand openings,” Yeung said.
“The academy has been open about
20 years.”

According to the academy’s Web
site, they also offer class, group and
private Tai Chi lessons.

Chi said this is the second time the
academy has come to Tech’s campus
to perform.

Ricardo Morales, a computer
science graduate student from Chi-
huahua, Mexico, said he attended the
performance last year, and it was good
to see it again.

“It was very nice,” Morales said.
“The lions at the end were the fun-
niest part.”
»-rachel.kuykendali@ttu.edu

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador

STUDENTS FROM THE }J.K. Wong Academy in Dallas perform a lion dance in celebration of the year of the
ox on Saturday in the International Cultural Center at Texas Tech.

Sooie! Alabama college students eat BBQ for grades

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) —
Four college students walk into asmoky
restaurant, sit at a table under a blaring
TV and order up their class work for
the day — two slabs of spare ribs drip-
ping with reddish sauce, white bread
on the side.

But this isn’t lunch. Its writing about
barbecue for an A. :

The four spent January visiting some
of the South’s best barbecue restaurants
for course credit from Birmingham-
Southern College in a self-designed
class that combines heaping mounds of
meat with academics, all spread across
five states.

They've eaten sweet sauces and

dry rub, tibs and sandwiches, cole slaw,

potato salad and banana pudding. “You
want sweet tea with that?” a waitress
asked at Dreamland Bar-B-Que in Tus-
caloosa, stop No. 17 on the journey.

After cleaning their plates and
licking their fingers, the group would
leave each joint with bulging bellies to
document their experience with stories,
photos and video posted on a blog and
the Web site they built, southernb-
baboys.com. Those components, along
with a final essay each one is currently
finishing, are being graded by the Eng-
lish instructor who helped them design
the class.

So what do you leam in such a
course? Eat enough barbecue and you'll
gain weight, get sick, or both. And 3,100

miles is a long, long way to drive for
dinner ina 1998 Ford Expedition with a
plastic pig’s nose attached to the front.

“It’s been great,” said senior Art

With this ring...

Richey, who came up with the idea for
the epicurean odyssey. “But I'm defi-
nitely not going to have barbecue for a
while after this.”

¢ Course 1
:Shrimp Marsaia with
; Spinach Fettuccini

H Course 3
¢ Gnoechi and italian
i Sausage Bake

Dinner deries

Presented by: Jessica Wall & Natasha Ukani

Skyviews Restaurant

Skyviews Texas Tech » 1901 University Ave. » Lubbock, TX 79410

...1 thee wed.
Tuesday, Feb. 17

ropertc Llarnce Jeooelers

Price $30.29
Caiises including tax
Antipasto Salad & gratuity A
""" Call and make your |
Coursed  : reservation »
Satert P (806) 744-7462 82nd & Slide * 794-2938

www.robertlancejewelers.com

THE OFFICIAL
TEXAS TECH CLASS RING

' The Official Ring will be available for purchase during the
GRADUATION FAIR in the Banquet Hall of the Merket
Alumni Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday

and Thursday of this week. -

Ring orders placed by February 20" will be delivered in time
for the Official Ring Ceremonies on April 20, 21 & 22
at the Merket Alumni Center. '

Graduates can order Official Graduation Announcements,

Diploma Frames, Regalia and have their Graduate Portrait
taken at the GRADUATION FAIR.

GRADUATION FAIR is sponsored by the
Texas Tech Alumni Association, Bal
SAA Board of Directors, Career Services
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ove is how you celebrate it

o 'm writing this on Val-

entine’s Day. ['ve got a

headache, my vision is
not normal, Twitter is dead, and 'm
single: perfect formula for a rant on
love, wouldn’t you say?

Feb. 14 is a profoundly divisive
holiday. For 24 hours society inten-
tionally amplifies the split between
the single and the coupled. Pink and
red pervade our world, chocolate
and flowers fly off the shelves, and
condom sales swell.

For couples, Valentine's Day
is usually an exercise in blissful
tedium. They maintain that careful
balance between flirting and teas-
ing throughout the day, set up the
perfect romantic evening, and close
the night with a lovingly affection-
ate climax.

For singles, the day is a stark
reminder of their lack of companion-
ship. Many choose to celebrate their
liberation from the shackles of love.
Others wallow in self-pity and nos-
talgia, usually facilitated by alcohol
and sitcom reruns. Some just try to
ignore the day and bury their loneli-
ness under layers of busy work.

Whatever your favorite flavor
of observance, there’s no denying
that Valentine’s Day conjures strong

Stephen
Torrence

feelings. It can be either extremely
uplifting and productive, or it can
bring down even the sturdiest and
most steadfast of heart in an emo-
tional avalanche.

And love. “Love” is the operative
word in all of it. That powerful little
word that everyone knows but few
(if any) understand. Far be it from
me to attempt to define it. We do
not agree on what love is, yet some
opinions might shed a bit of light
nonetheless.

Ayn Rand envisioned love as
the highest rational expression of
admiration for the qualities one finds
perfect in another person. Soren Ki-
erkegaard saw it as a willing suspen-
sion of rationality for the purpose of
giving up one’s identity in devotion
to another.

Personally I have experienced
neither of these varieties of love.
Granted, I'm 21, and I have an
unimaginably huge way to go in my

grasp of the subject. Nevertheless,
“love” strikes me perpetually as such
a foreign-curiosity. Others around
me seem able to “fall” in and out
of love so easily, almost trivially.
They understand love, though it
remains ineffable when I ask them
to describe it. '

From an outsider’s perspective,
Valentine’s Day seems the most
terribly frivolous and destructive
practice. It hardly influences genuine
couples, since they would do such
romantic things anyway. And it
places singles in a painful isolation
from those around them.

On the other hand, Valentine’s
Day does serve as a sort of trial
for weaker relationships. It forces
couples on the fence to recognize
and form a stronger bond or else face
the fact that they have been faking
it all along. :

Yet does Valentine’s Day serve
any sort of deeper purpose? Does it
help us discover the essence of love?
Do we wake up on Feb. 15 more cer-
tain or more confused? Enlightened
or jaded? Satisfied or anxious?

Perhaps I'm expecting too much
from such a heavily distilled, pack-
aged and marketed holiday. Still, it
holds such a great place in our lives

that 1 feel like we deserve more.

Perhaps the significance of
Valentine’s Day comes not from
the expected rituals that we
perform at society’s behest, but
rather from the specific ways
in which we articulate it for
ourselves. In essence, how we
celebrate the holiday — the ac-
tions we take, the things we buy,
the phrases we say — forms the
meaning of “love” for our time.

Do we “need” Valentine’s Day
in some ultimate sense? That is
hardly for me to say. However, it
seems to serve a purpose in our
lives right now. Divisive as it may
be, the holiday brings us together
in a sort of collective attempt to
grapple with the mysteries of our
humanity — with love and the
lack thereof.

When we scrape off the pink
and red varnish every Feb. 14, we
reveal something that frightens
and excites us all at once. And
perhaps that, above all else,
makes it a holiday we will keep
for a very long time.

HETorrence is a philosophy major
from Georgetown. E-mail him at

Not having sex OK

By CONRAD MURPHY
Tue GW Havousy
{Gronce Wasmmaron U

enyou're new to college,
it’s easy to get caught up
in the sexually charged
culture that seems to be everywhere.

Fraternities and sororities, peers and
professors, even the sex column of this
very newspaper can make sex seem like
a normal part of any healthy dating
relationship and essential to having a
good time at college. Although these
so-called “norms” are prevalent, you
shouldn’t give in to peer pressure so
easily; it is okay not to have sex.

~ When you look at sex on a purely
scientific level, two facts become im-
mediately apparent. Sex is extremely
powerful and not to be taken lightly,
and it is meant to be between two people
in a married relationship. When two
people have sex or are even sexually
aroused, the body releases a hormone
called oxytocin, which acts as a human
superglue, bonding the two people in a
tight emotional bond, according to a
study at Rockefeller University.

This hormone is released in only
one other instance in humans, which
is to help a mother bond with her
newborn child. Oxytocin is specifically
tailored for bonding in a stable, lasting

relationship. Studies have shown that as
the number of sexual partners increase,
the levels of oxytocin decrease, making
it more difficult for one to emotionally
and psychologically bond with later
partners.

According to a report from the
Abstinence Medical Council, “People
who have misused their sexual faculty
and become bonded to multiple persons
will diminish the power of oxytocin to
maintain a permanent bond with an
individual.”

According to a study by the Centers
for Disease Control, women having
no non-marital sexual partners had an
80.47 percent chance at a stable mar-
riage. By contrast, when a woman had
just one non-marital sexual partner that
chance dropped to 53.6 percent. If a
woman had five sexual partners outside
of marriage she has only 29.70 percent
chance of stable marriage.

That’s why it hurts so much when
you break up with someone you have
been especially close with: Your body
has created a strong bond with the other
person and when you rip that apart the
pain is bad.

Don’t worry, if you are not a virgin
you still can have a happy future, but it
may be tougher. That’s why it is more
than okay td wait to have sex; it's the
smart and considerate thing to do.

Scandal tells children, ‘don’t get caught’

By TAYLOR TRUNDON
Tue Bany Cavpus (U, Conneenicut)

ey say a picture is worth a
thousand words. In Michael
Phelps' case, a picture is worth

a couple million dollars in endorsement
deals.

Every four years, [ find myself con-
tinually wrapped up in the Summer
Olympic Games. Actually, “wrapped
up” is an understatement; 1 can't ‘count
how many nights I stayed up until 2 a:m.
watching the gymnastics finals, rooting
for the divers and cheering for the swim-
mers. Last summer was no exception.

The Olympics are a great interna-
tional unifier of athletics, with both
athletes and spectators alike looking
forward to seeing the best athletes in
the world perform. [ think it is safe to
say that this year was Phelps’ year, and
you don'’t need to know the difference
between the butterfly and the breast-
stroke to know that the 23-year-old
swimmer took home eight gold medals
from Beijing, broke world records and
easily became the world’s poster boy for

swimming practically overnight.

Just as easily, Phelps may have tar-

nished his career overnight, when a
photograph of him inhaling from a bong
was recently printed in a British tabloid
with the bolded headline, “WHAT A
DOPE.” Clearly, the picture shows that
Phelps is at a party participating in illegal
drug activity. And clearly, Phelps chose to
ignore the fine print when he signed away
to be Role Model of the Year — which is
a'pretty heavy title.
1" Phelps'sérewed up. Badly. But was his
mnistake smoking some pot at a party with
friends, or was the real mistake being care-
less enough to allow someone to take his
picture while doing it?

How many of you have taken an illegal
sip of a substance while being underage?
Or how many of you have been at a party
and have taken a hit because you could?

Now, imagine that really embarrassing
Facebook photo of you doing akeg stand at
last week's party, with your hair in your face
and your almost too-revealing shirt, was
printed on the front pages of newspapers
and magazines across the country. Imagine
your parents seeing that photo. Your first

reaction might be, “Crap.” Your second
reaction might be, “They weren’t ever
supposed tosee that.” Just like the world
was never supposed to see America’s
Golden Boy smoking pot.

But the truth is, it happened. You
can say that Phelps should be stripped
from his medals and his Speedos should
be burmed, or you can argue that Phelps
is just being a kid and having some
harmless fun at a party and to cut him
some slack. No matter how yousslice it,
he made a poor choice and will face the
consequences.

Nonetheless, do I think Phelps is -
going to go home and put all his bongs
in a plastic bag and throw them in the
trash for next week’s garbage collection?
No. Do think Phelps is going to steer
clear from ever going to another party?
Definitely not. I do think, however,
that Phelps will never underestimate
the power of a photograph.

So while it’s unlikely that a snap-
shot of you from last Saturday night
will wind up on the cover of The New
York Post, take a hint from Michael
Phelps.

Should parents freely name children!

By IAN MCPHAIL
Tug Barmauon (Toxas AGM)

made national headlines when
the local Walmart refused to
write their 3-year-old’s name on his
birthday cake. Although the couple
insists that Adolf Hitler Campbell is
much too young to be an actual Nazi war
criminal, the store refused his parents
service, saying that wishing Hitler a
“Happy Birthday” was inappropriate.
In January, the same couple had their
three children, Adolf Hitler Campbell,
JoyceLynn Aryan Nation Campbell and
Honszlynn Hinler Jeannie Campbell,
taken into protective custody by the
New Jersey Division of Youth and Family
Services. As no evidence of child abuse
has been released, and with testimony
of neighbors and local police indicating

In December, a New Jersey couple

the Campbells have neither physically
or sexually abused their children, many
have wondered if the parents’ choice of
names triggered the investigation.

Certainly, no one will argue that
the names the Campbells have chosen
for their offspring are reasonable or in
good taste, but the names reflect horrible
ideas they have the constitutional right
to believe.

Some would argue that names
have such a high importance in the
early developmental years that naming
a child after Adolf Hitler would prove
the Campbells are unfit parents. A
few countries, such as Germany, go so
far as to enforce laws restricting what
parents can name their children. At
the very least, Adolf Hitler Campbell
has a couple of rough junior high years
ahead of him.

“A name can be stigmatizing and
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open a child to ridicule and physi-
cal sanctions” said Howard Kaplan,
distinguished professor of sociology
at Texas A&M. “People can resent
the child in the same way they hate
the actual person the name repre-
sents. A name can also represent the
expectations for the child. By giving
you this name, we expect you to

honor this person and live up to the
expectations.”

Given the nature of Hitler's ac-
complishments, raising a child to live
up to his legacy is a harrowing thought.
Imagining the isolated childhood
Adolf Campbell has in front of him, it
seems reasonable that Adolf may feel
more accepted at home and within the
Aryan Nation than with a normal life.
If there is a case that points toward a
policy of regulating the naming process, -
it is the Campbells’. Increasing legisla-
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tion, especially ones that dampen free-
doms, is a slippery slope, though.
“Even if empirical evidence existed
that some names have adverse conse-
quencesfora child, the question should
be raised as to whether the grearer good
would be served by forbidding the
names and so forestalling the adverse
consequences, or by not prohibiting
certain names when the prohibition
would constitute a further constraint

on individual freedom.” Kaplan said.

Although the future may seem bleak
for Adolf Campbell, his name may not
be a life-ruining curse. Despite various
Republican attempts to draw negative
attention toward him, Obama was able to
overcome the pame Hussein. The Camp-
bells have the right to idolize Hitlerand to
pass those beliefs onto their children free
from allegations of child abuse.

[t seems more than a coincidence that

less than a month after the Campbells’
feud with Walmart appeared in national
papers, their home was investigated and
their children taken. The New Jersey
Division of Youth and Family Services
either needs to release their evidence
of child abuse or release the Campbells’
children. Otherwise, the Campbells will
continue to look like political victims in
a country that is supposed to be above
prejudiced persecution.
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Tech organization raises
money with date auction

By CHRYSTAL GRANT

STAFF WRITER

National Society of Black
Engineers hosted its annual date
auction Friday to raise money
for its national convention in
March.

“We are really trying to pro-
mote the name of NSBE around
campus, as well as raise money for
the convention,” said Christopher
G. Davis, a sophomore industrial
engineering major from Houston.
“I would really like more students
to be aware of the organization
and its purpose.”

The purpose of the organiza-
tion is to increase the number
of culturally responsible black
engineers who are academically
successful and to promote com-
munity awareness, said Davis, who
also is the date auction committee
chair.

Date auction nominees were
voted for online, he said, and
nine men and nine women were
selected to participate in the auc-
tion in which Tech students bid
on potential dates.

“In the past NSBE selected
the members, but this time we
decided to do it over the Inter-
net,” Davis said. “It removed a
bias and allowed the opinions of
non-members to input.”

. The date auction was led by
Alfred Ford, a member of the
black engineers organization,
Davis said.

“I enjoyed hosting the event,”
said Ford, a junior mechanical

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The Daily Toreador

EILEEN MACIAS, A senior psychology and criminology major from El
Paso, gets auctioned in the date auction hosted by National Society of
Black Engineers on Friday at the Frazier Alumni Center.

engineering major from Houston.
“I like to make people laugh. So, I
felt like I could entertain students
throughout the auction.”

Ford entertained guests by
interacting with the crowd, tell-
ing jokes and asking date auction
participants questions about their
dating preferences.

The bids started at $5 and
increased as bidders continued
to bid.

Travon Hill-Chadwick, a ju-
nior civil engineering major from
Baltimore, M.D., and a mystery
participant, was bought for $90
— the highest bid.

“We had a number of high bids
throughout the night,” Ford said.
“I did not expect such a great
turnout.”

The auction included a raffle

with giveaways such as DVDs, T-
shirts and a cell phone, Ford said.

* Also, Gia Eason, a sophomore

from Houston, performed the song
“At Last” by Etta James.

“Overall we had a great time,”
Davis said. “I think everyone en-
joyed themselves, which was most
important.”

Date auction participants and
their dates were given free tickets
to the Kappa Alpha Psi Masquer-
ade Ball following the auction as
well as a dinner in the Student
Union Building.

“The auction was just a fun
way to raise money and interact
with students around Valentine’s
Day,” Ford said. “I hope too see a
great turnout again next year, if
not better.”
w#-jenelle.grant@ttu.edu

Role models

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roy Rios, coordinator of commu-
nication education and development
for the protective services, said the
goal of the trial run Thursday night
was to begin to form relationships
between the volunteers and chil-
dren.

“One of our greatest needs is
more male role models to show the
kids there are good men out there,”
Rios said, “as well as women to show
how men and women should work
together.”

He said he believes the children
will gravitate toward the program
because they en]oy visits from stu-
dents.

“They are going to love it,” Rios
said.

Every Wednesday night the shelter
hosts a relaxation class for the moth-
ers, Rios said, and the mentor program
will take place at the same time, which
will be helpful for the mothers.

Claudia Cogliser, an assistant pro-
fessor who teaches the organization
behavior class, said the focus of the
assignment was social responsibility.

“We are all aware of what goes on

solving world
problems, but
making a
difference one
person at a time.
CLAUDIA COGLISER

Texas Tech assistant
professor

around campus and this side of town,”
Cogliser said, “but other parts of town
have programs that really need busi-
ness administration expertise.”
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The class focuses on leadership,
teamwork and motivation, she said,
and the assignment is an interdepen-
dent task that forces the students to
work as a team.

At first, Cogliser said, students did
not react with much enthusiasm to

‘the assignmient.

" “They/had hideous looks on

" their faces when they found out
what they were doing,” she said,

laughing. “They did not like it
because it was very conceptual and
ambiguous.”

However, Cogliser said, their
excitement increased when their pro-
posals began to gain momentum.

“We are not solving world prob-
lems,” she said, “but making a differ-
ence one person at a time.”

Those who are interested in volun- .

teering need to fill out an application
at the Women’s Protective Services
Web site. The first training session

will be Feb. 23.
=#carrie.thornton@ttu.edu
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M.I.A. announces birth of baby boy

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Call her Mamma M.L.A.

The Grammy- and Oscar-
nominated rapper has an-
nounced on her MySpace blog
that she has given birth to a
son.

The rapper wrote Saturday
that her baby is “healthy, fine,

beautiful” and the most amazing
thing on this planet. She jokes
that the two are working together
on a tour.

The father is her fiance, mu-
sician Benjamin Bronfman. A
representative says the couple
have declined to release the
baby’s name.

The “Paper Planes” singer had
a scene-stealing performance at
the Grammys on Sunday. She
strutted on stage with her swol-
len belly during a performance
with Kanye West, Jay-Z, T.I. and
Lil Wayne. The rapper says she
started going into labor hours
later.
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Urban avoids ‘Days of Thunder’ plug at Daytona

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.
(AP) — Country music star
Keith Urban performed a surprise
two-song set for reporters to kick-
off his day at the Daytona 500,
where he was the featured artist
for Sunday’s pre-race concert.

“First time playing a press
room,” he quipped before launch-
ing into “Sister Golden Hair” by
America.

It was the first press room con-
cert performed by any of the musical

acts that Daytona International

Speedway officials have brought
before the media. Urban said he
wasn’t trying to one-up previous
music guests Big & Rich, Bon Jovi
or Brooks & Dunn, but played
because “I just wanted to get in my
comfort zone.”

- Kevin Costner, wife welcome another son

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Kevin Costner and his wife are
proud parents of a baby boy.

Costner’s wife Christine

Baumgartner, 34, gave birth to

Hayes Logan Costner on Thurs-
day night in Los Angeles, said
his publicist Arnold Robinson.

He weighs 8 pounds, 15 ounces.
Costner went back to the old
West to find a name for his new
son. The 54-year-old actor told
AP Radio before the baby was
born that he would call him Hayes
after “a cowboy character” in a
Western he plans to film. Cost-

ner calls Hayes “a great Western
name.”

He’s the second son for Costner
and Baumgartner. Their other
child, Cayden, is 21 months old.

Costner also has three grown .
children from a previous mar-
riage.
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NEW YORK (AP) — An
unauthorized and highly an-
ticipated book about Alex Ro-
driguez is coming out a month
sooner than planned.

Publication of Selena Rob-
erts’ “A-Rod: The Many Lives
of Alex Rodriguez” has been

moved up from May 19 to April 14
as scrutiny builds on the New York
Yankees slugger after he acknowl-
edged using banned substances
from 2001-2003 while playing for
the Texas Rangers.

“A-Rod,” which reportedly
includes salacious details about

Speed it up! A-Rod book out sooner than planned

Rodriquez’s private life, was origi-
nally titled “Hit and Run: The
Many Lives of Alex Rodriguez.”
Publisher HarperCollins, which
this week listed the new release
date on its Web site, has an-
nounced a first printing of 150,000
copies.

Conan O’Brien packing up for move West

NEW YORK (AP) — Nearly
two dozen guitars are scattered
on the floor and sofa in Conan
O’Brien’s office in Rockefeller
Center, most of them gifts from
musicians like Eddie Van Halen,
Los Lobos, Les Paul and Brian
Setzer.

Moving day approaches.

O’Brien is about to pack up the
guitars — and himself —for the trip
West, when he replaces Jay Leno as

host of NBC’s “Tonight” show in June.
First things first, though, as a nostalgic
O’Brien prepares for the last week of
his 16-year run at “Late Night.” Feb.

20 is his last show before turning it

over to Jimmy Fallon.

He usually enters his office from
the Sixth Avenue side, where Rock-
efeller Plaza is indistinguishable from
any other New York office building.
Lately, though, he has looped around
to the Fifth Avenue side, walking past

the skating rink into the far more
impressive eastern entrance.

“For a while, I was in denial —
‘Oh, we'll just stop doing this show
and we'll move on to the next one,”
he says. “That’s very me, very male.
Men don't like to say goodbye. My
wife told me about six months ago:
‘I think you have to admit that you
have mixed feelings about leaving this
late-night show, it’s very emotiomally
charged for you. That’s OK.”
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Fashion Week opens with celebs, few concessions

NEW YORK (AP) — Celebrities?
Check. Over-the-top fashion? Check.
Unlimited expense accounts? Well,
not so much.

New York Fashion Week kicked
off Friday with a few concessions to
the economic downturn, but for the
well-heeled crowd and even better-
heeled models, it was mostly fashion
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Top fashion editors including Anna
Wintour jammed into a packed show for
Jason Wu, the young designer who was
little known before he designed first lady
Michelle Obama’s inaugural gown and
the dress she wears on the March cover
of Vogue.

“The fact that Michelle Obama is
wearing Jason Wu makes him hotter than
hot,” said Suze Yalof Schwartz, Glamour
magazine’s fashion editor at large. “T've
never been to his show before, but it was
the only show [ wasn’t going to miss this
SeaSOn."
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